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1 For example, PN842 in the 118th Congress, included 391 named officers nominated for appointment to the rank of Major in the 
United States Air Force (https://www.congress.gov/nomination/118th-congress/842). 
2 Congressional Record, daily edition, vol. 169 (July 27, 2023), p. S3739. The 2,680 nominees comprised 39 nominations 
submitted as lists.
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3 , see CRS Report R44819, 
Senate Proceedings Establishing Majority Cloture for Supreme Court Nominations: In Brief , by Valerie Heitshusen, and the 
Reduced Post-Cloture Time on Nominations: Reinterpretation of the Rule in CRS Report RL31980, Senate 

Consideration of Presidential Nominations: Committee and Floor Procedure , by Elizabeth Rybicki. 
4 This motion is routinely approved immediately without a roll call vote but with sufficient support, a Senator could secure a 
roll call vote on this question. The motion requires a majority vote to pass. 
5 In order to properly present a cloture motion on the Senate floor, Senate Rule XXII requires that it be signed by at least 16  
Senators. Once the cloture motion is filed on the floor, it is read aloud in its entirety by the clerk. However, the Senate r outinely 
waives the reading of the motion by unanimous consent.  
6 Prior to voting on the motion to invoke cloture, Senate Rule XXII requires the Presiding Officer to direct the clerk to call the 
roll in order to establish that a quorum is present. The Senate routinely waives this quorum call by unanimous consent, but any 
Senator could object and force this vote to occur. 
7 The vote is taken by voice, unless a Senator with sufficient support requests a roll call vote on the question of confirming the 
nomination. Securing a recorded vote requires the support of one-fifth of Senators present. When conducting business, the Senate 
assumes a quorum is present, which consists of a majority of at least 51 Senators. A minimum sufficient second for securing a 
recorded vote, therefore, requires 11 Senators (one-fifth of 51).  
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8 Absent unanimous consent to table the motion to reconsider, a majority of the Senate could immediately vote to table the 
motion to reconsider if it were offered. 
9 https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/executive_calendar/2023/08_22_2023.pdf .   
10 The total does not include the two civilian nominations to the Department of the Defense pending on the calenda r (Nickolas 
Guertin to be an Assistant Secretary of the Navy and Ronald T. Keohane to be an Assistant Secretary of Defense).  
11 It should be noted that for each of the steps listed here, a Senator (or group of Senators) opposed to proceeding could take 
procedural action to force more floor time to be consumed. For example, the motions to move into executive session and 
(continued...) 
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legislative session are not debatable and are routinely determined immediately by voice vote. Any Senato r could request the yeas 
and nays with the support of at least 11 other Senators (representing one-fifth of a presumed minimum quorum of 51 Senators). 
In addition, when a cloture motion is sent to the desk, it is read aloud in its entirety by the clerk. Th is reading is routinely waived 
by unanimous consent, but any Senator could object to that request and force the full reading of the motion, including the na mes 
of the 16 Senators who signed it.  

This time assumes that the Senate, by unanimous consent, will waive the full reading of the cloture motion on the nomination.  If 
a Senator objected to such a request, the clerk would read the entirety of the cloture motion including the names of the Sena tors 
who signed it.  
12 Congressional Record, daily edition, vol. 169 (January 3, 2023), p. S7. 
13 For purposes of calculating time, this assumes that the mandatory quorum call prior to voting on cloture is waived by 
unanimous consent for each nomination. 
14 Assuming that the procedural steps to enter executive session to take up a nomination, send a cloture motion to the desk, and 
then enter legislative session takes one minute and thirty seconds for each of 273 nominations, this would take approximately  6.8 
hours if done without interruption. Alternatively, if roll call votes were forced on the motions to enter executive session and  
legislative session, at 15 minutes per vote, that is, 30 minutes per nomination, that would add 136.5 hours (5.69 days) to the 
process of filing cloture on all 273 nominations.  


