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This year marks the 60th consecutive year Congress has

fulfilled its constitutional duty to “provide for the

Common Defense” by passing the National Defense

Authorization Act (NDAA). This annual legislation

provides for funding and authorities for the U.S. military

and other critical defense priorities, and ensures our

troops have what they need to defend our nation. On

June 10, 2020, the Senate Armed Services Committee

voted in overwhelming bipartisan fashion, 25-2, to

advance the National Defense Authorization Act of

Fiscal Year 2021 to the Senate floor.

 

Two years ago, the National Defense Strategy (NDS)

outlined our nation’s preeminent challenge: strategic

competition with authoritarian adversaries that stand

firmly against our shared American values of freedom,

democracy, and peace— namely, China and Russia.

These adversaries seek to shift the global order in their

favor, at our expense. In pursuit of this goal, these

nations have increased military and economic

aggression, worked to develop advanced technologies,

expanded their influence around the world, and

undermined our own influence. The nature of warfare is

changing, and America’s military superiority is in decline

or in danger of declining in many areas. Nowhere is this

more evident than in the Indo-Pacific. At the same time,

threats from other aggressors — rogue states like Iran

and North Korea, which seek to destabilize and

antagonize, and terrorist organizations, which threaten

to re-emerge or expand not just in the Middle East but in

Africa and other parts of the world — persist. As a

nation, we must rise to these challenges.
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