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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE POSTURE OF UNI TED STATES
CENTRAL COMVAND AND UNI TED STATES AFRI CA COMVAND | N REVI EW
OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2027
AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Thur sday, May 14, 2026

U S. Senate

Commttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 10:00 a.m,

i n Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger

W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Wcker, Fischer,

Cotton, Ernst, Scott, Banks, Mdyody, Reed, Shaheen,
G llibrand, Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, King, Peters,

Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, and Sl otkin.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman W cker: We convene publicly after a
cl assified session on the posture of U S., Central Command
and U.S. Africa Command. At the outset, | want to thank
Adm ral Cooper and Ceneral Anderson for their distinguished
service to their country as well for their candid testinony
during the cl osed session.

Let nme start by addressing the situation in the Mddle
East. Throughout Operation Epic Fury, Admral Cooper
commanded our highly trai ned and courageous nen and wonen
in uniformas they executed an exceptional mlitary
canpai gn. That canpai gn has rendered the Islamc Republic
of Iran a shadow of its forner self. The effort has not
been wi thout significant |osses, though. And certainly, we
continue to honor the nenory of the 14 servicenenbers who
| ost their lives in this canpaign, as well as the
approxi mately 300 servi cenenbers who have been injured.

Since 1979, Iran's clerical reginme has chosen to nake
the United States its nunber one eneny. The notto of
Iran's ayatol | ahs has never been "God Bless Iran" or "Long
Live Iran." They have chanted "Death to Anerica, Death to
Israel.” The regine states its nurderous goals plainly.
The entire foreign policy of Iran revolves around killing

others rather than building for its people.
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As part of Iran's war of choice against the United
States, the regine has directed its terrorist proxies to
kill hundreds of Anerican servicenenbers, take dozens of
Aneri cans hostage, and assassinate seni or Anerican
officials, including attenpts on the life of President
Trunp. It has al so devel oped a nuclear and ballistic
m ssile programthat ainmed to hold nmultiple continents, and
dozens of U S. partners, at risk.

Every American President since Carter has had to dea
wi th the consequences of Iran's war on the United States.
Yet rather than dealing with the problem successive
Denocrat and Republican adm ni strations sought so-called
"de-escalation” with Iran. This often afforded Iran the
time and resources to develop its nuclear program the
ballistic mssile program and global terrorist
i nfrastructure.

| comend President Trunp for recognizing that the
I rani an regi me cannot be appeased and for directing action
to defeat this threat. Doing so will not be easy. The
Iranian regine is deeply ideological and insists that it is
Wi nning even when it is losing by every conceivable netric.
| ook forward to Adm ral Cooper sharing his assessnent of
how cl ose we are to destroying lran's mlitary
capabilities. | would also |like to hear what he needs from

Congress to ensure our nen and wonen in uniform have what

E VY
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they need to finish the job.

Failing to conplete the Iran m ssion would send our
adversaries a dangerous signal about our nation's
wherew thal and resolve. It would send it that erroneous
nmessage to Iran and ot her adversaries around the gl obe.

As we have seen, the nature and scope of the threats
we face transcend geographi c boundaries. This is
particularly true as we look to Africa. That is where
General Anderson cones in. The continent is not a distant
concern for American national security. Rather, it is an
arena of grow ng strategi c consequence, defined by
converging threats fromadversarial nation states |ike
China and Russia, radical Islamst terrorism and
instability driven by weak governance.

Chi na and Russia recogni ze the strategic inportance of
Africa. China is |everagi ng econom c coercion, debt
di pl onacy, and mlitary basing to support President Xi's
gl obal anmbitions. Through its nercenaries and ot her
proxies, Russia is destabilizing fragile states and
extracting resources in order to bankroll its malign
activities in Wkraine and el sewhere around the world. |
| ook to General Anderson to provide his assessnent of
Chi nese and Russi an objectives in Africa and to update the
Comm ttee on how Africa Conmand is addressing the threat
posed by these nefarious actors.
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The terrorist threats across Africa renmain persistent,
adaptive, and dangerous. Increasingly, Africa is becom ng
the epicenter of global terrorism A Qaeda and ISIS
seni or | eadership nowreside in Africa, and their terrori st
affiliates are expanding in size, capability, and
geogr aphic reach, fromthe Sahel to the Horn of Africa.
Their nmurderous anbitions are not confined to that
continent. These groups remain intent on killing Amrericans
around the world. Yet, significant shortfalls in key
mlitary capabilities, including intelligence,
survei ll ance, and reconnai ssance, conplicate our ability to
track these groups and the threat they pose.

So we | ook to General Anderson to let the Conmittee
know how t hese resource shortfalls are inpacting his
ability to conbat the terrorist threat, and where this
Comm ttee can be hel pful.

| have noted in ny remarks, Africa is of increasing
strategic inportance to Anerican national security
interests. This is precisely why a dedi cated conbat ant
command for Africa is indispensable. Africa Conmmand was
establi shed in 2007 because the United States recognized
that these challenges require sustained and dedi cat ed
focus. This Commttee remains commtted to ensuring Africa
Command has the authorities, resources, and strategic

support necessary to protect American interests across the
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conti nent.
Wth that
Menmber Reed.

855-204-8184
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turn to ny partner and col | eague, Ranki ng
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairmn, and
Adm ral Cooper, Ceneral Anderson, thank you for your
dedi cation and service with great distinction over many
years. Thank you. And also | express the concerns of all
of us, or the hopes of all of us, that you convey our
congratul ati ons and appreciation to the nen and wonen t hat
you lead in your areas.

| want to al so begin by expressing ny deepest
condol ences to the famlies of the servicenmenbers who we
recently lost in the Mddle East and Africa. W owe them
our greatest respect and gratitude.

Adm ral Cooper, we are 75 days into this war with
Iran, and | am concerned the President does not have a
credible strategy to win. Every nmenber of this Conmittee
shares the goal of preventing Iran from having a nucl ear
weapon, but there is no purely mlitary solution to this
problem Instead, every President over the past 50 years
has used di pl omacy, sanctions, and international
cooperation to, to this point, successfully prevent Iran
from obtai ning a nucl ear weapon. President Trunp tore up
the Iran nucl ear deal and instead of negotiating a new deal
unilaterally took our nation to war.

More than a dozen servi cenenbers have |lost their |ives
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and hundreds nore have been wounded. W have suffered
signi fi cant danages to our bases, dramatically expended our
muni ti ons stockpiles, and sustained billions of dollars of
damaged equi pnent. The Strait of Hormuz is still closed,
despite attenpts to escort conmercial ships.

Wil e Secretaries Hegseth and Rubi o have said
Qperation Epic Fury is concluded, it is unclear what
obj ecti ves have been acconplished. Iran's regine is
intact, its nuclear material remains in place, the majority
of mssiles and | aunchers have reportedly been recovered,
Iran has denonstrated its ability to shut down the Strait,
and nost inportantly, or certainly of equal weight,
Anerican famlies are bearing real costs at the gas punps
and the grocery store for a war that they did not want and
Congress has not authori zed.

Adm ral Cooper, the mlitary forces under your command
have performed with exception skill and bravery, and that
Is attributable to your |eadership and your chain of
command. The firepower that we have brought to bear in
Iran has been form dabl e, but we have not yet, | think,
articulated a clear strategy going forward, and this is
continuing to hanper our objectives.

| think everyone on this Commttee would | ove to see
t hese peace negoti ati ons succeed, and | would be the first

one to applaud significant results achi eved through

=
: y \

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 00 N o o b~ w N PP

N N NN NN P P P P PP PR PR
o A W N P O © 00 N O 0o A W N B+ O

Page 9

di pl omacy. But one of the issues we are facing, and we
have tal ked about it in the closed session, is at every
turn we are not receiving the information that we are
legally entitled to. W have not seen the | ega
justification for this operation, nor the execute orders,
and the Adm nistration's explanations for cost and the path
forward have shifted constantly.

This week, the President said that the ceasefire is on
life support, and it |eaves us with the fundanent al
guestion: where are we and where are we going, and | hope
you can touch on that, Admral Cooper.

There are two ot her concerns at CENTCOM | woul d Ii ke
to address. First, we withdrew all of our troops from
Syria, and this has created sone adverse conseguences, in
my view. Qur nodest mlitary footprint there produced
significant returns, including a very reliable partner in
the Syrian Denocratic Forces, a sustained counter-1SIS
m ssi on, which we conducted, and a degree of |leverage in a
strategically inportant area of the world. And we gave
that up very quickly when we withdrew, and if you could
provi de sone understanding of the current situation | would
appreciate it.

Second, the ceasefire in Lebanon is fragile, and
Israel's continued air strikes and denolition operations to

the south are eroding it. The Lebanese Arned Forces are
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one of the few genuine stabilizing instrunents we have | eft
in the region, and we should be seriously investing in it.
And again, Admiral, | would like to know what resources you
need to nmake this partnership successful, our partnership
with the Lebanese mlitary, in displacing Hezbollah and
establishing a reliable governnent.

General Anderson, | am concerned by di scussions about
whet her AFRI COM shoul d be mai ntai ned as an i ndependent
conbat ant command, the sane concerns, | believe, that the
Chai rman has. That fight should be not necessary, and it
really, | think, reveals a m sunderstanding of the
continuing inportance of Africa, in so many different ways.
If we were to nerge AFRICOMw th EUCOM | think that would
be a mstake. It would signal to our allies and
adversaries that Africa is not a priority for the United
States. Russia and China are not naking that m stake.
Russia's Africa Corps has expanded steadily across numerous
countries, and China continues to build ports,
infrastructure, and relationships across the continent.
Both nations are filling a space that America has created
for them by our disengagenent. And General, | would ask
you to share your views on the current security situation
and how you are working with allies and partners to address
the political and economc instability in Africa.

Finally, I would note that the dismantling of USAID
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has nade this situation worse. Mre than $12 billion in
annual assistance to Sub-Sarahan Africa is |largely gone.
This has translated directly into instability,

radi calization, and openings for our adversaries. The
Adm nistration's "From Aid to Trade" slogan in Africa my
be a reasonable, long-termaspiration, but it is not a
near-term substitute for what has been |ost, and our
partners on the ground know it. | would |ike to know what
authorities and support you need fromthis Commttee to
effectively partner wwth vulnerable nations in Africa to
keep us fromlosing nore ground to China and Russi a.

Adm ral Cooper, Ceneral Anderson, thank you for your
| eader shi p, your outstanding service, and | |ook forward to
your testinonies. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Adm ral Cooper, you are now

recogni zed for your opening statenment, sir.
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL CHARLES B. COOPER 11, USN,
COVVANDER, UNI TED STATES CENTRAL COVIVAND

Admiral Cooper: Thank you very nmuch. Chairmn
W cker, Ranking Menber Reed, nenbers of this Commttee,

t hank you for the opportunity to testify before you today
and thank you all in this Commttee for your very steadfast
support to the United States mlitary and to our nen and
wonen depl oyed today.

| am pleased to be sitting here today wth ny good
friend, the Conmander of U.S. Africa Command, General Dag
Anderson, and I am joined by Fl eet Command Master Chief
Lat eef Conpton, our Senior Enlisted Leader at Central
Command.

Events in the Central Regi on have shown how qui ckly
the course of history can change. 1In just the |ast few
years, decades-old features of the strategi c | andscape,
once thought i nmutable, have been upended, bringing both
chal | enges and opportunities. | strongly believe that
every success that we have starts and ends with our people.
In just the last 7 nonths, Anerica's sons and daughters
serving in CENTCOM have pl ayed key roles in world events,

i npl enmenting the President's 20-point peace plan in Gaza,
degrading the 1SIS threat in Syria, preventing what | would
characterize as an ISIS crisis by conducting a historic

prisoner transfer to lraqgq, creating the nost integrated and
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effective air defense architecture ever seen, which was
decades in the making, and nost recently, addressing the
| rani an threat.

The performance of our warfighters and Conbi ned Joi nt

Task Force Qperation Inherent Resolve, often referred to as
CIJTF-O R, is particularly noteworthy. |In January,
responding to a rapidly deteriorating security situation,
t hey have executed an extraordi nary transfer of nore than
5,700 I SIS prisoners, all terrorists, fromSyria to Iraqi
custody. Their effort prevented a mass prison break that
risked |l arge-scale I SIS reconstitution and acute risk to
the Anmerican honel and.

In parallel, OR has maintained relentless pressure on
SIS remmants in Syria, nost recent Operation Hawkeye
Strike, renmoved over 50 ISIS terrorists, and 100 terror
infrastructure targets fromthe battlefield.

U S. Central Conmand was created in direct response to
the threats posed by the Islamc Republic of Iran, and | am
the 16th CENTCOM Commander to deal with the Iranian probl em
set. For 47 years, the Iranian reginme has terrorized the
region and made hostility to the United States a core tenet
of its rule. Their hostile, lethal track record agai nst
the United States is well docunented, but | do not know
that it is always well understood.

Here is a datapoint. |In just the last 30 nonths prior
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to the commencenent of Epic Fury, Iranian-supported terror
groups have attacked U. S. troops and di plomats nore than
350 tines, the equivalent of an attack nore than every
third day, killing 4 U S. servicenmenbers and woundi ng
nearly 200 nore.

After nore than 2 years of Iranian attenpts to
| everage COctober 7, 2023, to tear the region apart, at the
direction of the President United States Central Command
initiated OQperation Epic Fury. 1In less than 40 days,
CENTCOM f orces achieved our mlitary objectives. Most
notably, we degraded Iran's ability to project power
outside its borders and threaten the region and threaten
our interests.

As an exanple, we can all renmenber April and Cctober
of 2024, hundreds of Iranian ballistic mssiles and drones
raining down in the Mddle East. Today, Iran can no | onger
attack with that mass and scale, and further, with 90
percent of its defense industrial base destroyed, Iran wl|
not be able to reconstitute those weapons for years.

W also all watched Iran spend decades and billions
and billions of dollars arm ng proxies. Today, Hamas,
Hezbol | ah, and the Houthis are all cut off fromlran's
weapons supply and support. This result was not
foreordai ned, nor was it brought by chance. It is the

cul mnation of nonths of careful planning, built upon

E VY
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decades of experience.

These results also do not conme without cost. W honor
the nenories of the 14 servicenenbers who paid the ultimte
sacrifice during Operation Epic Fury and the 2 soldiers and
the 1 civilian killed in Palnyra, Syvia. They represent
truly the very best of all of us.

As | sit here we are clear-eyed. The situation in
front of us is very conplex. High-stakes negotiations
continue. Qur job is to be ready, and we are. | testify
today on behalf of the 50, 000-plus service nen and wonen
depl oyed to the Central Region. It is a great honor and
privilege of alifetine to serve as their Conmander, and
t hank you very nuch, and I | ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of Adm ral Cooper follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch.
Ander son.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL DAGVIN R M ANDERSQN, USAF,
COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES AFRI CA COMVAND

General Anderson: Chairman Wcker, Ranki ng Menber
Reed, and di sti ngui shed nenbers of the Commttee, thank you
for the opportunity to provide you an update on U S. Africa
Command. | amjoined today by Command Sergeant Maj or
Garric Banfield, our Senior Enlisted Leader, and | am proud
to sit beside nmy friend fromU. S. Central Comrand, Admral
Brad Cooper. We both appreciate your unwavering support to
our nation's warfighters.

Before | start | would |ike to recognize the service
of First Lieutenant Kendrick Lanont Key Jr., and Speciali st
Mariyah Col lington, who lost their lives in a tragic
acci dent during African Lion, and are returning hone today.
I would also like to express ny appreciate to our allies
and partners, particularly Mrocco, who stepped forward
when it mattered nost.

Africa sits at the crossroads of gl obal commerce and
security, bringing the strategic terrain between the
Atl antic and the Indo-Pacific. It is the world's supplier
of critical mnerals for advanced defense systens and hone
to 12 of the world's 20 fastest-grow ng econom es. By
2050, it wll account for a third of the gl obal working age
popul ati on.

Today, the epicenter of global terrorismis in Africa.
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| SIS | eadership is African. Al Qaeda's economc engine is
in Africa. Both of these groups share the will and intent
to strike our honeland. Their affiliates, once isolated
nodes, now show i ncreased connectivity. Just as concerning
is the nexus between Al Qaeda's Al Shabaab and the Irani an-
sponsor ed Hout hi s.

AFRICOM is prioritizing wlling and capabl e partners.
We support partners with capabilities that only the U S.
can bring -- ISR, targeting, precision strike. These
efforts have driven I SIS | eaders in Sonmalia underground,
di srupting their conmmand and control of the global I1SIS
network. In West Africa, Al Qaeda affiliate JNI M has
denonstrated i ncreased capacity to control key terrain in
the Sahel, nost notably by strangling fuel supplies around
popul ati on centers. The capture of a capital city would
provide Al Qaeda with all the trappings of a nation state
to sponsor global terrorism

Wth a 75 percent reduction in our regional posture
over the past decade, conpounded by the drawdown of our
allies, we struggle with an intelligence black hole, and
wi t hout sufficient indicators and warnings we risk being
blind to the gathering dangers and threats in the region.
AFRI COM s | ack of expeditionary capabilities and di m ni shed
force posture conprom se our crisis response. |In a crisis

we can al ways surge assets, but you cannot surge trust.
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Qur reduced presence on the continent also allows
di sruptive actors to drive the agenda, undercutting
Anerican interests. China views Africa as its second
continent, securing control over critical mnerals and
infrastructure, potentially boxing us out of resources that
energi ze our industrial base. Africa also serves as
Putin's purse, where Russia exploits instability to extract
resources, to include human lives, to fuel its war machine.

To contend with these threats, AFRI COM nust think and
operate differently. Wth less than 1/10th of 1 percent of
the Departnent's budget, we nust naxim ze every taxpayer
dollar to deliver an outsized return on investnent.

AFRI COM conti nues to | everage | owcost, high-yield
activities to anplify our inpact on the continent.

Prograns |like the International MIlitary Education and
Training and the State Partnership Programare reliable
force multipliers that forge enduring relationships with
African mlitaries and are proven nodels for cost-effective
burden shari ng.

The AFRI COM exercise programis energing as a battle
lab to test and validate new technol ogi es on behalf of both
the Joint Force and our African partners.

And finally, AFRICOMis focused on the critica
convergence of security and economcs. Qur efforts span

all elenents of national power as we coordinate closely
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with State, Conmerce, Energy, and Treasury. The
Departnent's new Econom c Defense Unit has been an
i nval uabl e partner.

To defend the honel and and pronote U. S. interests and
ensure effective crisis response, AFRI COM needs targeted
i nvestnents in |ayered, non-traditional ISR, innovative
force protection, prograns that are able to enable willing
and capabl e partners, the opportunity to conduct
experinmentation of energing technol ogies, and the ability
to respond to crisis at the tinme and point of need.

Africa is a continent of opportunities, not only
crises. Wth the continued support of this Commttee, |
can assure you that every dollar you authorize for AFRI COM
will contribute directly to the security, safety, and
prosperity of the United States.

Thank you. | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General Anderson foll ows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Well, thank you very nuch. Let's
get right into Iran, Admral Cooper. And | think one of
the basic questions is, was this exercise of ours, was this
operation of ours a war of choice or a war of necessity.
Let me get your mlitary perspective. D d Iran have
enriched uraniumup to 60 percent prior to Operation
M dni ght Hamrer ?

Admiral Cooper: Yes, sir, they did.

Chai rman Wcker: And is there a civilian use at all
for uraniumthat is enriched to 60 percent?

Admiral Cooper: There is not, Senator.

Chairman Wcker: Is it fair to say that Iran's
nucl ear breakout tinme has been set back then, thanks to
Qperation M dni ght Hanmer and Operation Epic Fury?

Adm ral Cooper: Wthout tal king specifics, that is
accurate, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Al right. And has Iran ever been
willing to curtail its ballistic mssile prograns, through
negoti ati ons?

Adm ral Cooper: They have not, sir.

Chairman Wcker: And then perhaps you can explain in
sone detail to what extent Qperation Epic Fury has set back
Iran's ballistic mssile program To what extent you can
tell us in this open setting.

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir, Senator. Thank you very
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much for that question. Qur mlitary mssion in Operation
Epi c Fury was crystal clear fromthe very outset and

remai ned steady through. The m ssion was to degrade Iran's
ability to project power on its neighbors and U S.
interests. It had three key conponents -- degrade Iran's
ballistic mssiles and the defense industrial base that
supports it; degrade Iran's drones and the defense

I ndustrial base that supports that; and degrade their Navy
and the defense industrial base that supports that. In
each of those categories we net all of the achievenents.
Each of those systens were significantly degraded.

If |I gave you just a couple of exanples, the defense
I ndustrial base for their drones and their mssiles and
their Navy were degraded by 90 percent. They have about 10
percent |left. For the Navy, ny mlitary assessnent woul d
be that the Navy will not begin to rebuild for 5 to 10
years. Many of you serve in states that build ships. It
Is conplex. It is particularly conplex when you do not
have an industrial base to build it.

My professional perspective on this also is that Iran
woul d not return to the sane |evel of Navy that it had for
a generation.

Chai rman Wcker: Now this 10 percent of drones |eft,
are they exquisite, or are they sort of relatively

I nexpensi ve drones we have been hearing about?
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Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you for this question.
| would like to use the opportunity to nythbust on drones.

Chai rman W cker: Ckay.

Admi ral Cooper: The days of $3,500 drones that we saw
in the |ast couple of years, particularly in the fight
agai nst the Houthis in Yenen, those days are behind us.
Today we face an increased threat fromdrones that are
hi ghly sophisticated. They are jet-powered. They have
hi gh-end sensors. They have el ectronic warfare. They have
signals intelligence. So those days of using high-val ue
def ense that shoot down cheap targets are behind us.

Quite the contrary, what we have been doing lately is
usi ng our own | ow cost, one-way attack drones, attacking
| ran, making them use higher-end, nore expensive weapons.

So I can confidently tell you we have flipped the cost
curve in many ways. Always work to be done, but | |ike
where we are in this regard.

Chai rman Wcker: GCkay. And, you know, there has been
a lot of talk about part of the negotiations being giving
up the nuclear anbitions. But alnost as inportant to ne is
the support of terrorist proxies. So has Iran ever been
wlling to end its support for the terrorist proxies --
Hamas, Hout his, Hezbol | ah?

Adm ral Cooper: They have not, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: So to what extent has this exercise,
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this operation, denied Iran resources for funding
terrorisnf

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, this has been a significant
priority fromthe outset, and as we sit here today there
are no resources and equi pnent that are flowng fromlran
to Hamas, Hezbollah, or the Houthis. Those transfer paths
and met hods have been cut off.

Chairman Wcker: To the extent that that source of
support has been cut off, what are the other sources of
support that these terrorist groups can |ook to?

Adm ral Cooper: | think sone of those pieces are best
di scussed in a nore classified environment. But | think
the key element of this is the main supplier of resources
and training, for decades and billions of dollars, and we
have seen all this before our very eyes, those pieces have
been conpletely cut off today.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. W wll take
anot her round, but at this point | recognize the Ranking
Menber .

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman.

Adm ral Cooper, is lran mlitarily still able to inflict
significant danmage on infrastructure of the surrounding
countries in the Persian Qul f?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, in this environnent what |

woul d tell you is their capabilities have been dramatically
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degraded. That certainly does not nean that they do not
have anything left. But the |arge-scale volleys that we
have seen over the |ast couple of years, Iran is no | onger
capabl e of executing those.

Senator Reed: This would be |ess |arge-scale volleys
than directed attacks on critical infrastructure, which
woul d set back petrol eum production, or petrol eum
distribution, I would say, even if the Strait of Hornuz is
opened. Does that capability still exist?

Adm ral Cooper: Capabilities across the board inside
lran still exist at a degraded scale. W have al so pl anned
accordingly for each of these scenarios, if necessary, to
deal with them from a defensive perspective.

Senator Reed: So would you characterize Iran as no
| onger a threat?

Adm ral Cooper: |Iran has a significantly degraded
threat, and they no |onger threaten regional partners or
the United States in ways that they were able to do before.
Across every domain they have been significantly degraded.

Senator Reed: But they can still threaten their
partners?

Admral Cooper: It is a very large country. They
retain some mneral capability. That is correct and that
I S accurate.

Senator Reed: Thank you, sir.
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ral Cooper: W have accounted for that fromthe

per specti ve.

Senator Reed: General Anderson, what has happened is

that the
overall,

confirned

Adm ni stration recall ed over 30 career Anbassadors
12 in Africa. The United States has only 14

Ambassadors. I n other words, 40 anbassadori al

posts in Africa are vacant or filled by charge d' affaires.

s it ess
enbassi es
CGene

ential to your work to have fully functioning

w th Anbassadors?

ral Anderson: Senator, we work very closely with

all the enbassies across the continent to pursue and

further Anerican interests, so that relationship wth these

enbassi es
Chai
CGene

enj oy acc

Anbassadors in place because the hierarchical

many of the African countries is that if you are not an

Anbassado
obvi ously

quite clo

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, sir.

is critical for AFRICOM s effective engagenent.

rman Wcker: But what about the Anbassadors?

ral Anderson: Yes, sir. So the Anbassadors do

ess. | think that is inportant to have

nat ur e of

r you do not always get access. So there is

benefit to that. And we coordinate with them

sel y when we engage.

You are

conbatting one of the nost sophisticated information

war f are operations we have seen in a long tine, from

Russi a.
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wi thstand this information operation and also to engage in
sonething on the same level by the United States?

General Anderson: Yes, sir. | appreciate the
recognition of this concern because our adversaries are
very active in the information domain, as you highlighted
Russia. | also say China is also very active in these
domains. They use this to undercut not only our interests
but undercut and disrupt the denocracies that are in
Africa. And this is an area that | have talked to severa
of the | eaders across especially Coastal West Africa. They
are very concerned about the Russian propaganda that is
destabilizing their denocracies.

For me, we have a limted budget that we are nostly in
a reactive node to respond to issues. Wat would be
beneficial, as one of the few entities that |ooks across
the entirety of the continent, is a consistent budget that
woul d allow us to canpaign in the information space. W
coordi nate very closely wth the State Departnent and
others on this and work wth the enbassies, but our ability
to | ook across the continent and highlight these things I
think is an area where we could be of benefit to the
Anerican interests.

Senator Reed: Thank you, sir. Admral Cooper, one
nore question. Do we still maintain a relationship with

the Syrian Denocratic Forces?
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Adm ral Cooper: Senator, we do have a nascent
relationship with them in the context of evacuating the
nore than 5,700 ISIS prisoners from predom nantly nort heast
Syria to lrag. A small nunber of prisoners, nostly
chronically ill, and with nultiple anmputees stayed in the
primary prison known as Hasaka, and SDF today is serving as
t he guards.

Senator Reed: Just a follow on question, do you
detect any kind of resentnment to our rapid departure from
t he SDF?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, we have had a | ongstandi ng
relationship with the SDF. The ceasefire that they have in
pl ace today with the Syrian governnent remains in effect,
and we renai n engaged.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nuch, sir. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Fischer.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Wl cone,
Admral. General, thank you for your service,.

Admral, what did the Iranians attenpted mssile
attack on the island of Diego Garcia tell us about the
ballistic mssile programand their intent to use it? Dd
It come as a surprise?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, appropriate to talk in this
forum because there is clearly a classified conponent to

this, | think we have all heard publicly what Iran
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described as their self-inposed [imtations on their
mssile force. The execution of that particular attenpted
strike, which failed, was tw ce the distance of what they
previ ously advertised that they said they would self-
constrain thensel ves to.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. And as you look at the
total operation, the conflict there, what |essons have you
| earned fromthat, and how have you used those | essons thus
far to ensure that your conmand is prepared for the fight
that we have today?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, Senator. Thank you very nuch
for this. It is fair to say that we have captured
t housands of |essons, nostly tactical. | think there is no
mlitary in the world that nakes adjustnments as well as the
United States mlitary does. And whether they were in
stride tactically with a lot of support from organi zations
back in the United States or they were nore at the
operational |evel, we took a very hard |l ook inward to see
where can we inprove our defenses.

Force protection and protecting our people is ny
nunber one priority. W focused on that first. W nade a
significant nunber of adjustnments to enhance what was
already a very effective air defense unbrella. And that is
where we are predom nantly focused, as well as putting

ourselves in the position to neet a w de range of
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conti ngenci es goi ng forward.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, sir. General Anderson,
ISISis onthe rise in Africa, and you have been very, very
cl ear about that. How is your command working with our
partners in order to address that?

General Anderson: Senator, you are correct. ISISis
putting a concerted effort into its establishment on the
continent. W have been working very closely with willing
partners who have been willing to address this threat.

Two exanples of that. |In northern Somalia, working
with the Somali and the Puntland forces there to go up into
t hose nountains. Wat has been key there to putting
pressure and isolating the I1SIS | eadership there is the
partner's ability to stay in those nountains. So our
partnership provides themthe intelligence, sone training,
and some limted logistics that allowthemto stay is
hel ping isolate that |eadership node in Somali a.

We have al so been working very closely with Nigeria,
who has, in the |ast few nonths, opened up with a very
positive engagenent, with intel sharing and ability to go
after and target sonme of these terrorist threats that are
in northern Nigeria. So that has been a positive area that
we have seen, as well.

W would like to reestablish sone pragmatic

relationships in the Sahel, where ISIS also has a strong
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hol d, where they are currently holding an Anerican host age,
in order to gain better access. And that is an area we
need to continue to inprove, to work with those partners
for intel sharing and an understandi ng of what that threat
I's there,

But we are working very deliberately with our partners
to address these comon threats.

Senator Fischer: Do you feel that you are
appropriately resourced to address these threats?

General Anderson: W have the m ni num necessary
resources in order to address the threats. 1In order to do
this, because of the size of the continent and the
conplexity of those threats, in order to thwart these we
have to shift resources and that entails taking some risk
In those other areas in order to address the prinmary
efforts.

Senator Fischer: | would like to have you address
sonme of the connections that we see with the drug cartels,
wth the terror groups. Can you el aborate on those,
especially with regards to the Central and South American
cartel s?

Ceneral Anderson: Yes, Senator. That is an area that
I's energing that is causing us great concern. Two points
to that. Recently there was an interdiction based on sone

intelligence that we were able to provide, that the Spanish
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interdicted a shipnment of cocaine that was 35 tons of
cocaine. That is about a billion dollars of street val ue.
W believe that is the largest interdiction in history.
That canme out of South America. It was transiting along
the west coast of Africa towards another |ocation that |
could talk about in a classified environnent.

And so we are seeing nore of that drug trafficking
comng in, and the terrorist organizations are hel ping
transit that. They are getting paynents through that, and
there is a synbiotic relationship that that noney then
conmes back to our hem sphere, to those drug cartels, but
al so hel ps provide fuel for those terrorists.

Another area that | think is inportant to highlight is
that in the last 18 to 24 nonths we have assisted, or at
| east tipped off, many partner nations to drug activities
and labs in their country. In this time, 11 of the 12 drug
| abs that have been interdicted have had Mexican cartel
menbers on site, to include the largest drug |ab that had
ever been disrupted in South Africa. There were Sinaloa
Cartel menbers on site. So they are actually doing
production nowin Africa as well as the transit of that
across the continent.

So we are watching this develop, and it is of concern
as this fuels both the terrorists and the cartels.

Senator Fischer: Wat is the destination of those

E VY

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 0 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N N N N S o e e e T e = = o
A W N P O © 0 N O OO0 M W N P O

25

Page 33

drugs?

General Anderson: Those drugs are destined for the
M ddl e East, for Europe, but we are also seeing themthen
cone in through the northern route, back into America. As
we have applied pressure on the southern border they are
finding other nmeans to bring those drugs into our nation.

Senator Fischer: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Senator
Bl unent hal .

Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you both for being here. Thank you for your extraordinary
service in adifficult tine. General Anderson, | want to
express ny condol ences to you and your team and the
famlies of First Lieutenant Kendrick Lanont and Speci al i st
Mariyah Collington. The Arny has |ost two young patriots,
a dedi cated man and woman, and | amcertain that the
recovery mssion was difficult. And | want to conmend your
teamfor bringing closure to their famlies.

Admral, there has been public reporting that Iran
continues to have as nmuch as 70 to 75 percent of its
m ssiles and | aunchers available to threaten shipping in
the Strait of Hornmuz. Does that reporting conformroughly
W th your estimate as to Iran's continuing strength?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you for the question,

and first thank you for your tinme these past few days. It
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has been meani ngful and very nuch appreci at ed.

| think it is appropriate in this forumnot to discuss
specific intelligence assessnents. Wuat | would say, from
ny perspective, is the nunbers that | have seen in open
source are not accurate. | think what also is not taken
into consideration, it is nore than just the nunbers. It
Is the coomand and control that has been shattered, it is
the significant degradation and capability, and it is the
| ack of any ability to then produce any m ssiles or drones
on the back end. | think we have to take a holistic |ook
at that, and that is what we have done.

Senat or Blunenthal: But regardl ess of what the
nunbers are, lran continues to pose a significant threat to
shi ppi ng because it has missiles and fast boats and ot her
assets that are available to attack shipping in the area.
Correct?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, in each of those cases their
capabilities have been significantly degraded. If | just
use my own professional experience, in 100 transits through
the Strait of Hormuz you would typically see 20 to 40 fast
boats, and lately we have seen 2 or 3. So the degradation
means it has been significant, but sone residual capability
does exi st.

Senator Blunenthal: Wth respect to the threat that

remai ns, your forces were successful in Project Freedomin
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enabling ships to go through the Strait. Correct?

Adm ral Cooper: That is correct, sir.

Senator Blunenthal: And Project Freedom was stopped
for what reason?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, | think I wll |ook back a
coupl e of days ago on the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs'
testinony before the Senate Appropriations Conmttee. |
think he characterized it well. The situation in the
Strait of Hormuz is rather conplex these days, and | would
of fer just these quick points.

First and forenost, the United States controls, via
our bl ockade, which I would be happy to tal k about, the
overall flow of commerce going into and out of Iran. The
| rani an capability to stop commerce has been dramatically
degraded through the Strait, but their voice is very | oud,
and those threats are clearly heard by the nerchant
I ndustry and the insurance industry. Those are factors.
There are certainly factors in energy. And on top of al
that --

Senator Blumenthal: And | apol ogize for interrupting
but | amgoing to run out of time, as you understand.
think the point that I want to nake here is that Project
Freedom coul d be started again, and the voices of the
| rani ans, large as they are, could be contradicted or

reduced in inpact if Project Freedom were ongoing and the
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wor |l d coul d see that shipping was going through the Strait.
Am | off-base in that view?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, there is a w de range of
contingencies that we are prepared to execute, and | would
defer to the policymakers on anything having to do
specifically with the Strait of Hormuz, particularly during
this time of sensitive negotiations, where it is front and
center in the negotiations.

Senator Blunenthal: And have you seen any progress in
t hose negoti ati ons?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | would refer to the
di pl omats and the team engaged in the negoti ations.

Senator Blunenthal: Let me ask you, in the time that
| have left, one of the objectives that President Trunp
articul ated at the beginning of this war, which, in ny
view, could not be acconplished with bonbing, was to secure
the enriched uranium Wuld you agree that taking
possessi on of that uraniumwould require boots on the
ground and significant casualties for United States forces?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, in this particular foruml
think it would be highly inappropriate, given the
classified nature of any contingencies, to talk about the
nucl ear program

Senator Blunenthal: Well, et me just finish by

maki ng the observation that you have, | think, sought to be

=
: y \

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 0 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P B P PP PP PR
g N W N P O © 0 N O O »h W N B O

Page 37

forthcomng to the Conmttee, in the classified setting
where we had an earlier conversation wth questions and
answers. M viewis that the vast mgjority of what you
told us should also be told to the Arerican people. They
deserve to know. And our adversaries know a | ot of what we
know. The ones who really do not know are the Anmerican
peopl e, and they deserve nore information, which is not a
criticismof you. It is of the system which causes the

Wi t hhol ding of this information, and the Adm nistration,
whi ch has refused to provide figures as to the cost of the
war and other details that are rel evant and inportant for
the Anerican people to know. So | am hopeful that we can
have a way to make nore information available to the
Anerican people. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Admral Cooper, during the brief
time Project Freedom before it was closed off again, can
you say in this setting whether or not our services were
able to open the Strait?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you for this. Very
much appreci ated. As has been publicly highlighted, the
first two ships to flowfromthe Arabian @ulf, fromthe
western part, into the east through the Strait of Hornuz
were U. S.-flagged vessels. That was successful |y executed.
And U.S. Navy destroyers then came into the Arabian Gulf,

operated for a nunber of days, and then as you subsequently
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saw, float out of the Arabian Gulf.

Chairman Wcker: Ckay. Senator Blunmenthal's question
presunmed that you could give, in public, your judgment as
to whether the United States is capable of doing that
agai n.

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, there is a mlitary
conponent of this and there is also a policy conponent that
| believe to the policymakers --

Chai rman Wcker: Froma mlitary standpoint, we could
do that again, could we not?

Adm ral Cooper: W just did it |ast week.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Ernst, |
bel i eve.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair, and gentlenen,

t hank you for being here today and to your teans, as well.
We truly appreciate your service and dedication to our
nation. And | also want to acknowl edge the [ oss of the two
I ndi vidual s in Mrocco, and thank our Mroccan partners, as
well, for their contribution in the recovery efforts.

| do want to recognize, Admral Cooper, those that we
have | ost during this current operation, or the forner
operation, Epic Fury, as well as the two |owa National
Guardsmen that we lost in Syria this |ast Decenber. W
have al so nore than 380 who have been wounded in this

fight. So for all of those servicenenbers that have given
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so much and to their famlies, they will not be forgotten

The operations that have been conducted agai nst Iran
and its proxies across the Central Conmand AOR woul d not
have been possible wi thout sonme really trenmendous partners
in that region. And we have seen a |arge burden borne by
| srael and Jordan. W have seen assistance com ng from
Bahrai n and UAE, who has taken a significant anmount of
incomng fire, Saudia Arabia, Qatar. They have not al
been passive bystanders. They have been actively engaged.
They have contributed to every line of effort, and we
appreci ate themcontributing to our successes. W cannot
overstate what their basing access logistics, their
networks, and intelligence cooperation have neant
operationally to us.

So, Admral Cooper, what is the one, maybe two, things
that you want all of us to understand as we wal k out of
this hearing know ng about what our allies have assisted
with in this fight?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first thank you for the
question and thank you for your |eadership, and thank you
for all that has been done by the great nen and wonen from
your state. They have played an outsized role, so thank
you for that.

Senator Ernst: Thank you.

Adm ral Cooper: In terms of our partners, | think a
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key feature is we have enhanced ml-to-m | relationships
across the board in the Mddle East. As we sit here right
now we have five specific partner nations who are not just
conceptual |y side-by-side by literally side-by-side with
the United States in defense -- the United Arab Emrates,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. Over the course
of Epic Fury they defended thensel ves and they defended
Arrer i cans.

In addition to those key allies, everything that we
have acconplished woul d have been inpossible w thout the
Ki ngdom of Jordan, and clearly we were operating very
closely with the State of Israel. | think that group, in
particul ar, should be commended. They did not just execute
m ssions. They served side-by-side with Anericans and
protected Anericans.

Senator Ernst: Thank you. And this takes years to
devel op those friendships, those relationships, the ml-to-
ml work that you do. |Is that correct?

Adm ral Cooper: It does. There is the ml-to-ml
work. There is the friendships. It is all about bringing
these together. And the air defense unbrella that has been
created has been in concept for the better part of a decade
and a half, now fully realized.

Senator Ernst: And again, | just want to reiterate

that we have such trenendous partnerships with so nmany of
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t hose nations, and we thank them for that.

| will nove to AFRI COM now, General Anderson. Over
t he past couple of years the U S. has been w thdraw ng
forces froma nunber of countries, including N ger, Mli,
and Chad. And Russian's African Corps has noved in to fil
that vacuum \Where we do not exist, others will. But just
a few weeks ago they retreated fromKidal, Mli under fire.
They had surrendered to the very mlitants that they were
sent to defeat.

So we have sone really interesting dynam cs goi ng on
in that region, and AFRICOMis left wth the responsibility
for a lot nore high-risk, high-threat posts than any ot her
conbat ant command in the world. So wal k us through, just
very briefly, what AFRI COM cannot do today that it could 5
years ago.

General Anderson: Senator, | think there is one very
poi gnant exanple that | can use very quickly, is that 5
years ago | was the Commander of Special Operations Comand
in Africa. Philip Walton was taken hostage in N ger and
transported by bandits, being prepared to be sold to
terrorist organizations. W were able to identify himin
24 hours. W were able to pinpoint his location wi thin 48.
He was rescued in less than 96. That was largely due to
the access that we had, also the partnerships and the

rel ati onshi ps that we enjoyed.
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Today, Kevin Rideout is on day 205 of captivity,
| argel y because we do not have the access that we had
before and the relationships that are necessary, and that
posture reduction has been difficult. And he was al so
taken out of N aney. Unfortunately, he was then sold by
the bandits to ISIS and is being held there today.

Senator Ernst: Thank you for that. And M. Chairnman,
| just want fol ks to understand the |ack of presence that
we have in AFRI COM and that exact difference. So thank
you, General Anderson, for a very, very specific exanple of
what a | ack of presence has neant. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Ernst. There is
a proposal for substantially nmore funding for your conmand.
Is that right, General Anderson?

CGeneral Anderson: Senator, that is correct. The
presidential budget significantly increases our budget and
addresses sone of these key concerns.

Chai rman Wcker: Well, that one exanple you just
gave, would that be addressed by these proposed additional
funds?

General Anderson: Not entirely, Senator, because the
access and rel ationshi ps are what were key there. But we
do, because of this, because of that |ack of posture, we
need nore investnent in expeditionary capabilities, and

that is being addressed in the proposed budget. But those
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rel ati onshi ps that the Senator highlights and maintaining
those rel ationships are absolutely critical because you
cannot surge trust in a tinme of need.

Chai rman Wcker: OCkay. Well, you and | have gone
back and forth about unfunded requirenents. So | guess
your testinony is that that is not a matter of funding. It
Is just a matter of relationships.

Ceneral Anderson: Senator, that is a matter of
rel ationships. The funding that we would ask for that
woul d help us is the contingency of response ability,
expedi tionary, but also sone targeted prograns to work with
key partners who are wlling and able to address the
threat, to increase their capability and capacity to do
that. So those are the investnents. Those are al
i ncluded in the proposed budget. So right now | do not
have many needs.

Chai rman Wcker: Very well. Very well. Senator
Kai ne.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you, M. Chair, and to our
W t nesses, President Trunp's decision to unilaterally take
the United States into a war with Iran is deeply unpopul ar
in Virginia. W are a very pro-mlitary state, a very pro-
mlitary state. And as | have traveled around Virginia and
talked to Virginians the unpopularity sort of gets

crystalized into have we | earned nothing from 25 years of
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war in the region. Fourteen thousand Anerican troops and
contractors died in the war on terror in Iraq and

Af ghani stan, nore than 65,000 injured, $8 trillion spent.
And Virginians who have watched their friends and famly
repeat edl y depl oyed over the |last quarter century have
grave concerns about what was acconplished, and was the
sacrifice worth it,

Qur troops sacrifice so bravely. Chief Warrant
O ficer Robert Marzan, one of the 14 who have died in Epic
Fury, Spotsylvania County, Virginia. Qur forward carrier
strike group just returned, |ongest post-Vietnam depl oynent
of any carrier. Qur folks sacrifice. They want civilian
| eaders to nake the right decisions about whether and when
and how they should sacrifice, and there is deep concern
that in this instance the decision is a wong one.

Part of it is a failure to really grapple with
history. In the hearings in this Conmttee | have heard
over and over again, and | have heard the President and
Secretary of Defense talk about Iran's bad actions since
1979. And everything that has been said about Iran's bad
actions are true.

But there is a lot of the story that folks do not talk
about. History did not begin in 1979. Iran and the United
States were allies in Wrld War II. One of the pivotal

events in Wrld War Il is the Tehran Conference, where
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Presi dent Roosevelt, Wnston Churchill, and Joseph Stalin
met in Tehran to guarantee Iran independence, stable
borders, and sovereignty. Iran |loved the United States.

The United States led a coup to topple the
denocratically el ected government of Iran in 1953, during
t he Ei senhower adm nistration. The United States propped
up a dictatorship, the Shah of Iran, trained the secret
police, the SAVAK, that tortured, exiled, inprisoned,
killed Iranians by the thousands. And 26 years after that
there was a revolution, in 1979, and yes, then it was
"Death to Anerica.” The U S. funding a dictatorship and
toppling a denocratically el ected governnent led to an Iran
t hat has been very hostile, and all the events ny
col | eagues have tal ked about since then are accurate.

But just as Iran seized our Enbassy in violation of
international law, then the United States funded Saddam
Hussein for Iraqg to wage war against lran in the 1980s,
kKilling hundreds of thousands of Iranians. And just as
| ran funded proxies that bonmbed a Marine barracks on our
Enbassy in Beirut, the U S. Navy shot down an Iranian
civilian aircraft in 1989, killing 290 civilians. And the
U. S. invaded Iran's next-door neighbors to topple their
government, and then, yes, lranians attacked U S. troops, a
raid near their border, and we have attacked and killed
their | eadership
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| am not saying that Iran is good. Iran is horrible,
horrible to its neighbors, horrible to people outside its
borders, and even worse to its own people. But if you
ignore the history of the back-and-forth between the U S.
and Iran, you will not get this right. |[If nore war between
U S and Iran were the answer, we would have found the
answer sonetime between 1953 and now.

Here is something | think it is inportant for ny
col | eagues to know. W did |look for a path, a diplomatic
path, to end this hostility that has been going on since
1953, and President Trunp tore up a diplomatic deal, over
the advice of his Secretary of Defense and Secretary of
State, and many of us said at the time, if you do this, it
Is likely to lead to Anericans dying. |If you nake
di pl omacy i npossible, you will nake war inevitable. And |
bel i eve the troops who have been killed in Epic Fury woul d
be alive today if the United States had not decided to
abandon the diplomatic deal.

Adm ral Cooper, and to ny coll eagues on the Comm ttee,
here is sonething that is pretty amazing, that we shoul d
not settle for. The Admnistration is refusing to allow
menbers of this Commttee to see the OLC opinion stating
the legal case for war. W have always had the ability.
We are Arned Services nmenbers. W are being asked to fund

a $1.5 trillion budget, but our request to the DQJ to see
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the OLC opinion justifying this war, they have refused to
al l ow nenbers of the Arned Services Conmttee to see it.
U S. Senators, appropriators, we are not allowed to see it.
What are they hiding? |If they will not allow us to see the
| egal rationale for the war, what are they hiding?

And M. Cooper, | wll just conclude and say | hope we
mght, as a Comm ttee, whatever our agreenents about the
w sdomor the legality of the war, | hope we mght, as a
Conmttee, agree that we should at least, in a classified
setting, be able to read the [ egal opinion upon which this
entire 76-day war is based. Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Wcker: Yes. Thank you, Senator. You have
made a statenent that rai ses questions that these two
W t nesses are unable to answer, because you have raised
policy questions. So just for the benefit of those
listening in, we have had the civilian | eadership before
this Commttee to answer questions |ike that, and these two
gentl emen woul d have to decline. |If you had stated that in
the formof a question they would have to decline to
answer, because that is a matter of policy.

Who is next? Senator Mody, you are recognized.

Senat or Moody: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank you
for being here today, Adm ral Cooper, Ceneral Anderson.
Thank you for your |eadership to the nen and wonen of
CENTCOM and AFRICOM  Thank you for everything that you
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have done over the course of your careers and are
continuing to do to serve our country. And | see there are
so many nmen and wonen with you, behind you, to support
these efforts today, to speak with us, to neet with us, to
answer our questions. | know a |ot of preparation goes
into that, so | thank you, as well.

Adm ral Cooper, the fight you are | eading certainly,
wi t h CENTCOM under your conmmand, | am al ways proud to say
that that is based in nmy home county in Florida,

Hi I | sborough County, Florida. That is where | was born and
raised. It has been there since 1983, 43 years of
conmandi ng operations, |like we are involved in today. So
am proud to have you here, sir.

Florida is so involved, from SOCOM Space Forces
Centra, Patrick Space Force Base, Cape Canaveral. W are
bot h the command hub and | aunchpad for nost all conflicts.
We are proud to be that, proud to be a stakeholder in
everything that is done within the mlitary. So on behal f
of all the servicenenbers in Florida, civilian and their
famlies, we want to say thank you to them

You know, | amthe newest nenber of this Commttee.
It is always interesting to ne to her the different
perspectives fromother nmenbers on this Conmttee. You
woul d think, fromsone of the questioning previously, that

the United States willy-nilly abandoned all diplomatic
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efforts, did not think through that, there was no
justification. | amwondering if you could tell ne,

Adm ral Cooper, what is your background working with
CENTCOM in all of the |eadership positions you have hel d?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first thank you for the
question and thanks for your tine yesterday, and thanks for
your | eadership. Thousands of Floridians are serving in
the M ddl e East today, and they are serving honorably and
wel | .

Senat or Moody: But what specifically has been your
rol es with CENTCOW?

Adm ral Cooper: | have been focused on the Mddle
East for the last 5 years, 3 years of which were serving in
Bahrain as the Fleet Commander, and then about 16 nonths as
t he Deputy Conmander prior to my current position.

Senat or Moody: And how | ong have you been famli ar
wth Iran and its | eadership and its attacks against the
United States?

Adm ral Cooper: | have studied it or been a part of
it for the better part of three decades, and particularly,
acutely in the last 5 years.

Senator Moody: And leading up to February 28th,
nmonths prior to that, what was jarring to you that you saw
different than what it had been for those many decades t hat
you have been invol ved?
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Adm ral Cooper: | think it is inportant to note just
in the 30 nonths before Epic Fury commenced, Iran and its
proxi es had been attacking U.S. servicenenbers and
di pl omats about 350 ti nes.

Senat or Moody: Can you repeat that?

Adm ral Cooper: About every third day, Iran and its
proxi es attacked American servicenenbers 350 tinmes in the
M ddl e East.

Senator Moody: | do not think that Americans were
aware of that, in the 30 nonths, that they had attacked
Americans or their servicenenbers 350 times. Does it
surprise you that | would say that, that | do not believe
an everyday Anmerican going to work knew that?

Adm ral Cooper: It is disappointing, but between the
actions of proxies in Iraq and Syria as well as the
Houthis, that is sinply the fact of what happened.

Senator Moody: And in the nonths |eading up to that
deci sion, that very serious decision on February 28th, what
were your concerns regarding the proliferation of mssiles
or the ability of the United States to do anything if that
nucl ear threat escal ated?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, in this venue what | would
say i s since our nunber one priority is to prevent a
nucl ear-capable Iran, | have al ways, every day, focused on
that problem But what we saw in the weeks and nonths
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| eading up to Epic Fury was an increase in the production
capability of ballistic mssiles, which presented a very
significant risk, both to the partners and ourselves, and
this is why it was part of our mlitary objectives, to
elimnate those mssiles and equally, if not nore

I mportantly, elimnate the ability for Iran to generate any
more --

Senator Moody: In those couple of nonths |eading
right up until that you saw a dramatic escal ation in that
ability on Iran's part?

Adm ral Cooper: That is correct. Starting in about
Novenber and Decenber you started to see an increase in
Iran's capability and intent to produce nore ballistic
m ssil es.

Senat or Moody: And if we could not have neutralized
that threat diplomatically, does there cone a point where
that is not an option anynore, where there nmay be a
slippery slope where we cannot get back to our ability to
be effective to quell that threat?

Adm ral Cooper: Wthout crossing into classified
| anes, the short answer is yes. |Iran had a |arge-scale
capability to produce ballistic mssiles, beyond which
could potentially be defended. | think that is a very
I mportant point. The second point is that capability has
been virtually elim nated.
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Senator Moody: And | believe | heard you say at this
poi nt you believe Epic Fury has satisfied its m ssion?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, we net every mlitary
obj ective for Epic Fury.

Senator Moody: And what is the difference between
where we were on the 28th of February and right now?

Adm ral Cooper: |If | used a couple of exanples, the
| rani an Navy went from harassing throughout the region and
bei ng a regional power to having no Navy.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Thank you, Senat or
Moody. Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral, you
used the word "nythbusting” a few m nutes ago, and | have
todo alittle nythbusting. It is sort of conmmon rhetoric
today that no admnistration prior to this one has
confronted the threats of Iran. In fact, the nost
effective confrontation with the threat fromlran, the
nucl ear threat, was during President Cbhama's
adm nistration, with the JCPOA. | would point out that at
the tinme that President Trunp tore up, unilaterally tore up
the nucl ear agreenent with Iran, Iran had zero highly
enriched urani um

As you know, today one of the focuses of this whole
enterprise is 400 kil ograms of highly enriched urani umt hat

is in place in Iran, that was produced since the unilateral
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di ssolution of the JCPOA. The idea that nobody ever
confronted this problemis just not true. And we are now
confronting a problemthat was created by the abandonnent
of the JCPOA, which is the nost conprehensive nucl ear
control agreenent ever and the nost highly inspected by the
| nternational Atom c Energy agency in world history. So we
are confronted with a problemnow that, in nmany ways, this
Adm nistration created in 2018, by abandoning this

agr eenent .

Let me nove on. Do we have any clarity now as to who
is in charge in Iran? Do we know who has the power to
negoti ate and nake agreenents?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, the negotiations thenselves
are held via diplomatic channels, and | would really refer
to the diplomats to address that. But clearly froma
mlitary perspective their comand control was
significantly fractured as a result of our strikes in
Operation Epic Fury.

Senator King: And command and control is another way
of saying their |eadership. There is a communications
difficulty. Is the IRGC in charge at this point?

Adm ral Cooper: The IRGC is exercising significant
aut hority.

Senator King: General Anderson, talk to ne about the

| oss of soft power in Africa, our abandonnent of USAI D and
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what has happened with the Chinese and the Russians that,
ny understanding is, are now filling that gap in addition
to the other aggressive actions that they are taking.

General Anderson: Senator, | would say that we | ook
at all facets of national power and how to bring those to
bear on the continent in order to provide security
out comes.

Senator King: Taking one facet of our national power
off the table, unilaterally, for no apparent reason, at the
whi m of El on Musk.

General Anderson: Senator, we work very closely with
State, with Commerce, and with Energy in order to | ook at
the security requirenments on the continent. | have a
Foreign Service Commercial O ficer joining ny staff this
sumer, along with a |liaison fromthe Departnent of Energy,
In order to | ook at econom c opportunities --

Senator King: But it is fact, is it not, that we have
essentially left all of the role that USAID played on the
continent, that is gone. That is a yes-or-no question.

CGeneral Anderson: Senator, there are still aid
prograns that are active on the continent. They are nuch
reduced fromwhat they were before.

Senator King: Mich reduced. That is a fair way of
stating it. You nentioned earlier that Al Qaeda and ISI'S

have resurged in Africa, and the term"epicenter" has been

=
: y \

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 0 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P B P PP PP PR
g N W N P O © 0 N O O »h W N B O

Page 55

used several tines, of world terrorism You said they have
the wll and intent to attack the honeland. My question
I's, do they have the capacity? Are they devel oping
weapons, strategies, other ways to take that will and
intent and turn it into sonething of inmnent danger to the
Aneri can peopl e?

Ceneral Anderson: Senator, that is the exact issue
that is nmy top concern, is to have the assets necessary to
provi de the indication warnings to know and to be able to
i dentify when they shift that will and intent to having the
capacity and capability. That is sonething that is very
difficult for us to ascertain in the Sahel right now, given
our limted posture.

Senator King: That was going to be ny foll ow up
question is do we have the capacity to determne their
capacity, and it sounds |ike you just said we do not have
the capacity that we should have or need.

Ceneral Anderson: Senator, that is why, in the
President's budget, we have asked for additional
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnai ssance capabilities
and why we are also |ooking at a | ayered approach to | ook
at everything fromsurface to space, to | ook at commercia
assets, to ook at energing technol ogi es, open source as
wel I, and use these technol ogies, especially artificial

intelligence, in order to fuse these multiple different
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types of layered ISR in order to gain that understanding
and illumnate this black hole of intelligence in the
Sahel .

We cannot sustainably afford to do that solely with
airborne ISR, so we have to |l ook at a multifaceted
approach. There are sonme very prom sing energing
technol ogies that we are |ooking into, that are affordable
and sustainable and that also can work with our partners.
Because one of the key points to this is this is not
necessarily ours to action, so having the intelligence that
we can share with partners, so they can then action those
on a nutual threat is going to be key to our future. But
bei ng able to understand that is nunber one priority of the
command and we are | ooking at investing with energing
t echnol ogi es.

Senator King: And | think as you have testified, if
they take over the capital of Mali, that is a very
danger ous nonent.

CGeneral Anderson: That woul d be a gane-changer, |
believe, in how they would be viewed internationally and
what traction they would bring to other adherents.

Senator King: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: How woul d that affect Anericans,
CGeneral ?

CGeneral Anderson: Well, | think that would then give
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momentumto these terrorist organi zations to have the wll
and intent, and it would allow themto then start noving
towards the capability and capacities that Senator King
just nmentioned. So that, then, | think poses a threat in
the long termto the United States as they continue to
develop this. W know that they have not given up this
intent, and it is just a matter of having the tinme and
space to devel op them

Chairman Wcker: And it would be Viadimr Putin that
woul d be happi est about this. |Is that correct?

Ceneral Anderson: Wat, sir?

Chairman Wcker: It would be President Viadimr Putin
who woul d rejoice at such a contingency. O would it be Xi
Ji npi ng?

CGeneral Anderson: | cannot speak for what either one
of those |eaders would believe, but | would think that they
woul d be able to parlay that to their interests.

Chai rman Wcker: Well, who is financing this
contingency, if it were to happen?

CGeneral Anderson: The terrorists?

Chai rman W cker: Yes.

Ceneral Anderson: Through lots of illicit materials.
So it is not necessarily directly froma state actor. They
are working wwth, as |I nmentioned earlier, the

narcoterrorists trafficking. They are doing this through
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ki dnap for ransom They are doing this through other

i 1legal smuggling. They even have their own taxation
networks in the territories that they control, where they
generate mllions of dollars.

Chai rman Wcker: And before |I turn to Senator Scott,
wth regard to the funds that we are not spendi ng anynore
on USAI D, but have been suppl enented el sewhere, in terns of
dollars, let's talk in terns of U S. dollar equival ence,
how does the food aid, health aid, and devel opnent aid that
we are currently delivering in your jurisdiction conpare to
what Chi na and Russia are doi ng?

CGeneral Anderson: Senator, | do not have those exact
nunbers. | would have to get back to you on those, as
those are often in other departnents, other agencies within
the governnent. But we can look into that for you and | ook
at what that conparison is.

Chai rman Wcker: Ckay. Well, if you would then
suppl enent that on the record for us, because | do not know
the answer either. Senator Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. | thank both of
you for your service and all the nmen and wonen that work
for you.

Adm ral Cooper, | know this is not a classified
setting, but can you talk a little bit about what other

countries have done to help us either with intelligence or
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wth mlitary capabilities, and | do not know whet her you
want to do this or not, something that you would have |iked
t o have done nore?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think the nost prom nent
seven countries that have been nost hel pful and served
side-by-side are five of the six GCC countries -- UAE,
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. Also
I ndi spensable in our efforts has been the Kingdom of Jordan
and clearly Israel, wth whomwe conducted the strikes. W
are always eager to expand partnerships. There are a
couple that | think I could address in a classified setting
that were less than stellar

Senator Scott: Ckay. And do you feel |ike we have
been a great partner to themin helping build up their
capabilities over the |ast 20 years or so0?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think it has been an
excel l ent two-way street, and if | ook at ml-to-m|
relationships it has been very strong. | would sinply
hi ghlight the result of years of effort and col | aboration
and partnership, but our partners, literally side-by-side
W th patriot defenses, with our partners defending
Anericans, | think that sends a good signal and says a |ot.

Senator Scott: | think Senator Wcker asked you sone
questi ons about drones. W had a neeting the other day and

an individual came in and said that Ukraine is building
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five mllion drones a year. And so they probably are ahead
of nost peopl e because they have had to, because of the war
they are in.

Can you tal k about are we where we need to be with
drone technol ogy? Are we using it everywhere we can? Are
we where we need to be with regard to drone defense
capabilities? Can you just talk a little bit nore about
t hat ?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, Senator. First | would say that
the Secretary's and the Departnent's focus on drone
dom nation, drone dom nance, has really kickstarted our
capabilities and flowed nore capabilities into the region
much faster than we had seen before, and nany of those
capabilities have now been proven in conbat. | think in a
classified setting | would like to tell you what that
| ooked like. But as we sit here today we have drone
capabilities in the air, on the sea, and under the sea, as
aresult of this initiative.

Senator Scott: Do you have any feel for whether the
I npact you have had on Iran is inpacting their ability to
help Russia in their war agai nst Ukraine?

Adm ral Cooper: | think it is best to discuss that in
a classified setting. Cearly Iran and Russia have had a
years-long relationship, particularly when it comes to

dr ones.
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Senator Scott: So what are you nost proud of ? What
are you nost proud of that you have acconplished since you
have had this rol e?

Adm ral Cooper: Absolutely nunber one, two, and
three, | amnost proud of the nmen and wonen who executed an
extraordinarily conplex mssion, the first major conbat
operations that the United States has seen in a generation,
establishing, in ny mnd, the |atest, greatest generation
of Anmerican warriors.

Senator Scott: Sanme question, General Anderson. Wat
are you nost proud of that you have acconplished so far?

General Anderson: Senator, | think | would agree with
Adm ral Cooper that it is the nmen and wonen with a very
smal| footprint wwth a very small anmpount of resources
punched way above their weight class and have outsized
I npacts on the continent. Wat we just did in African Lion
I n Morocco was significant, in our |argest exercise on the
continent, of bringing over 40 nations together, to include
over three dozen African countries and nations as far away
as Brazil and Japan. That ability to convene is one of the
great powers of the United States, and it differentiates us
from many ot hers.

So | amproud of the fact that we can do that and that
we cannot just pursue our own readi ness but actually bring

mul tiple nations together to address common threats.
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Senator Scott: Thanks to both of you, and thanks to
all of the nen and wonen that work for you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator. W
have Shaheen and then Hirono.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman, and again,
t hank you to both of you for being here and for your
servi ce.

| wanted to pick up on Senator King's questions about
the closing of so much of our foreign assistance in Africa,
General Anderson. Senator Wcker asked what we are seeing
in ternms of China. | have a couple of exanples that |
think are worth pointing out how nuch that has neant in
terms of China's ability to nake inroads. Because China
has actually eclipsed Russia as the |argest weapons
exporter to sub-Saharan Africa, which | amsure you are
aware of, and 70 percent of all African arm es now operate
vehicles fromthe PRC, as opposed to the United States.
Beijing is looking to expand mlitary grants, training, and
joint exercises between the PRC and African countries, and
we do not have the kind of foreign assistance soft power
that we did before the elimnation of USAID.

But you nentioned, Ceneral Anderson, that you have
taken on a Foreign Conmercial Service Oficer, which |
think is areally interesting idea, and as you are aware, |

am sure, at | NDOPACOM Admral Paparo has really used this
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to good advantage, coordinating with the State Departnent,
wi th the Devel opment Fi nance Corporation, with the U S
Trade Devel opnment Agency, and the M|l ennium Chal | enge
Corporation, to identify potential projects to work on in
that AOR

So can you talk a little bit nore about how you are
I denti fying devel opnent projects and whet her you need any
ot her authorizations from Congress or support for this
effort fromus so that you can help inplenment the kind of
coordi nation that is going on in | NDOPACOM

General Anderson: Senator, yes, | very much
appreci ate your interest here, because this is an area |
think is energing on the continent. Wth the denographics
on the continent and the grow ng econom es, being able to
identify the intersection of security and economcs is
absolutely vital. Al of the agencies you nentioned are
ones that we are coordinating wwth to nake sure that those
I nvestments go into the continent and have the greatest
effect, but they are also informed by what are the security
I nplications.

Sonetinmes it may not have the sanme economc return
but that return may conme in security, and that is where we
come in, is being able to convene sone of these different
agencies as well as private industry to be able to

articul ate what those security concerns are, what those
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i nmplications are. And then also the fact that we are able
to execute exercises and other things around the conti nent
hel ps go into the cal culus of those investnents and buy
down sone of that risk. So that is what we are |ooking to
devel op.

Senat or Shaheen: Do those agencies routinely check
wth you if there is a major project that they are | ooking
to fund in Africa?

CGeneral Anderson: Historically, no, and that is why
we are standing up a very small unit within the
headquarters in order to have that point where they can
help facilitate these discussions, because often they did
not know where to have them

Senat or Shaheen: And is that sonething that Congress
can be helpful with in terns of trying to encourage that
sort of coordination?

General Anderson: | think there are ways that
encour agi ng that coordination would be very hel pful in
being able to articulate this across the commttees that
oversee these various agenci es and understandi ng how t hat
interrelation of national power can cone together, that it
Is not always the mlitary lever that produces a security
out conme, but being able to have that dialogue | think would
be critical.

The other area that | think would be very hel pful also
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I's incentive structures that hel p energize our industrial
base, to hel p produce the equi pnent that our partners want.
They woul d nmuch prefer to buy U S. equipnent, but often our
systens take so long and are so long to deliver, because
often the incentive structures are not there, that they
turn to China out of necessity, not because of desire.

They often see that as inferior equipnent, and they woul d
much prefer to buy Arerican. W need to incentivize our

i ndustrial base to neet that denmand.

Senat or Shaheen: Yeah, | agree, and as you know it is
an issue, not just in that respect but in a whole | ot of
other areas in terns of the challenges with the industrial
base.

Adm ral Cooper, one of the things that has gotten a
fair anount of attention in recent weeks have been
Presi dent Zel ensky's working with sone of our allies and
partners in the Mddle East in response to the war in Iran
on the expertise that the Ukrainians have devel oped to
address counter-drone responses. Can you talk a little bit
about what you are seeing with respect to that and whet her
our allies and partners find that kind of support hel pful
fromthe Ukrainians?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think nost significantly
adopted a | arge nunber of tactics, techniques, and

procedures that Ukrainians have passed to us, that have
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hel p us defend Anericans, and all of our partners are
working with Ukraine in some way, shape, or form | would
really defer to themto talk about it. But are they nore
effective as a result? Yes.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Hirono.

Senator Hi rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Before |
give my questions | want to again take a nonment to
hi ghlight the true cost, both for the mlitary and everyday
Anericans, of the President's illegal war with Iran and
sumari ze how we got here.

Thirteen brave U S. soldiers have been killed, and
nore than 400 have been wounded. The DoD is now estimating
that this war has cost over $29 billion and costing nore
every single day. The continued closure of the Strait of
Hor muz, whi ch sonehow caught the President by surprise, is
historically contributing to the growng affordability
crisis that Americans are facing. And negotiations are at
a stalemate, but it is becomng clear this President's plan
Is to attenpt to secure an agreenent that |ooks very
simlar to the 2015 JCPOA, which ny col |l eague, Senator
King, referred to, which this President recklessly tore up
in 2018.

As you recall, the JCPQA, which was an agreenent that

al so included countries -- not just us -- it included
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France, the U K, Germany, China, and Russia, and the JCPCA
put limts on Iran's nuclear programwth a rigorous
I nspection and nonetary programrun by the | AEA, all of
whi ch was tossed out by President Trunp.

And while that agreenent did have a sunset cl ause,
what we shoul d have done was work diplomatically wth our
allies to extend it. |Instead, here we are, engaged in
anot her endless war in the Mddle East, no end in sight,
that is driving up costs, undermning mlitary readiness,
and alienating our allies, with neither a clear rationale
for starting the conflict, which the President originally
said, "Ch well, maybe there will be reduced regi ne change,"
and now he seens to have | anded on preventing a nucl ear
capable Iran, which is exactly what the JCPOA was i ntended
to do.

Adm ral Cooper, did the President ever explain to you
why he tore up the JCPOA?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, that is a policy matter that
| woul d not have expected anyone to discuss with ne.

Senator H rono: He never explained to you why he tore
up the JCPCA? He either explained it to you or he said --
| am not asking you for the actual conversation, but did he
happen to explain to you why he did sonething which led to
the very nuclear crisis that we are now confronting,
regarding lran and their enriched urani unf
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Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | was in a conpletely
di fferent assignment when this occurred 8 years ago.

Senator Hirono: So apparently the President did not
have a di scussion wth anybody. In fact, it was a
uni |l ateral decision that he made.

Now, you have vast experience, Admral, in the Navy,
et cetera, and before we attacked Iran did it cross your
mnd that Iran may close the Strait of Hornuz?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, as you know, one of ny
responsibilities as the conbatant conmander is to generate
a W de range of options with associated risks and
opportunities, and present those to the Secretary and to
the President. | think it would be inappropriate to talk
about what those specifically are.

Senator Hirono: Well, | amjust asking --

Adm ral Cooper: Al though we always nmake them very
conpr ehensi vel y.

Senator Hirono: Excuse ne. | am asking whether with
your experience the thought that should we attack that they
woul d close the Strait of Hormuz, did that cross your m nd?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | have transited through the
Strait about 100 tinmes. | think of the Strait of Hornuz
virtually every day.

Senator Hirono: So is that a yes, that you are very

aware that the Strait of Hornmuz -- the very thing that
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happened, that that was sonething that you contenpl at ed
happening. | hope that is the case, because with your
experience | have to conclude that you contenpl ated that
possibility.

So you did nention that our diplomats are engaged in
the negotiations. Wo are those diplonmats?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | really would refer to the
White House with who specifically is engaged.

Senator Hirono: Well, apparently the diplomats are
Jared Kushner, who | do not think even works for our
country, and M. Steve Witlock, who happens to be, | don't
know, | don't think he has a | ot of experience engaging in
t hese kinds of negotiations. So here we are. The JCPQA,
whi ch was a very intense, the results of very intense
negoti ations anmong many countries, and for us to act as
t hough the idea of a nuclear Iran is just sonething that
occurred to President Trunp and not to his predecessors is
pretty ridiculous. And, in fact, we had in place a regine
that was intended to do that very thing, which was to
prevent a nuclear Iran. M. Chairman, thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Hirono. Senator
Cot t on.

Senator Cotton: Gentlenen, thank you for your
appearance and your service to our nation and many thanks
to all of the troops that you represent.
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Adm ral Cooper, some critics of Qperation Epic Fury
have referred to it as another "forever war." |n your
opening statenent, in the third sentence, in fact, you say,
"Since 1979, the lranian reginme has terrorized the region.”
Is it fair to say the only forever war here is the war of
terror that Iran has waged against the United States and
the civilized world for 47 years?

Adm ral Cooper: | would agree that that was a
sustai ned effort by Iran.

Senator Cotton: (kay. Let's take a |look in context,
since ny Denocratic friends have wanted to tal k so nuch
about the JCPOA, about not just Epic Fury but about
M dni ght Hamer, as well. So where we stand today, in md-
May, versus where we were not even a year ago, 11 nonths
ago. Based on your extensive mlitary experience, do you
believe that Iran posed a significant threat to the United
States 11 nonths ago, before Operation M dnight Hamrer and
Epi ¢ Fury?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, they attacked U S. forces
350 tinmes in the 30 nonths preceding Epic Fury.

Senator Cotton: Do you believe that absent M dni ght
Hanmer and Epic Fury, do you believe that threat was |ikely
to continue to grow?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir, | do.

Senator Cotton: Is Iran nowless of a threat than it
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was 11 nont hs ago?

Adm ral Cooper: They are significantly less of a
t hreat.

Senator Cotton: |Is it fair to say that the Iranian
regine is still a revolutionary terrorist regine, even
after all the deaths of their senior |eaders?

Adm ral Cooper: They are.

Senator Cotton: Yeah. Is it fair to say the
revolutionary terrorist reginme no |onger has nearly as nuch
mlitary capability to act on its revolutionary terrori st
I ntentions?

Adm ral Cooper: That is fair, and I think it is also
fair to say across every elenent of national power they
have been significantly degraded.

Senator Cotton: You state in your opening statenment
that "CENTCOM forces systematically dismantled what Iran
spent four decades and tens of billions of dollars
building." How long do you assess that it will take them
to get back to where they were in terns of their mlitary
and other capabilities, just 11 nonths ago, before CENTCOM
dismantled it all?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | would assess that the
drone and mssile force wll take years to reconstitute.
The Navy likely wll not get back to its previous size for

a full generation.
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Senator Cotton: |s that why you say in your opening
statenent that "CENTCOM assess |ran can no | onger project
power across the region nor pose a persistent threat to the
United States or our partners than it did prior to
Operation Epic Fury"?

Adm ral Cooper: They certainly cannot do it at the
| evel mass that we all saw, with hundreds of m ssiles and
drones raining across the Mddle East. That does not nean
they do not have any capability, but that broad power
projection capability no | onger exists.

Senator Cotton: And the whole world saw that just in
a nunmber of days, after the beginning of your operation.
Correct? And | think it was a near 90 percent decline in
Iran's attacks on the United States and its neighbors in
t he region.

Adm ral Cooper: That is correct. Early on the
attacks were in the hundreds, and they went to the teens.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. | know that there has been a
| ot of questions about the Strait of Hornuz. To be clear,
the Strait of Hormuz was never part of our objectives, but
we knew, as anyone who | ooks at a map woul d know, that Iran
has the power to tenporarily close the Strait of Hornuz.
|'s that correct?

Adm ral Cooper: That is accurate, Senator.

Senator Cotton: |Is it fair to say that the United
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States and our partners have the power to permanently open
the Strait?

Adm ral Cooper: Wthout getting into specifics, we
have the mlitary power, yes.

Senator Cotton: Could you talk to us alittle bit
about what the bl ockade, in the neantinme, has done to lran?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir. The bl ockade was
I mpl emented within 24 hours of presidential direction,
based on a plan that we had on the shelf. The bl ockade
itself is designed to prevent any conmerce from |l eaving
| rani an ports, going to global distribution, and any
commerce fromcom ng around the world going back into Iran.
There has been zero trade going into or out of Iran in the
| ast nont h.

Senator Cotton: And just finally, what is Iran's
current ability, since it retains its revolutionary
terrorist anbitions, to support its terror proxy network in
the region versus where it was just 11 nonths ago?

Adm ral Cooper: As we sit here today, they are unable
to resource and supply Hezbol | ah, Hamas, or the Houthis.
Chapter to be seen of what that |looks like in lrag. The
new Prime Mnister wants to distance hinself fromlran, but
we will see. That is what he is commtted to. W wll see
what that | ooks |ike.

Senator Cotton: So they cannot support their

E VY

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 0 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P B P PP PP PR
g N W N P O © 0 N O O »h W N B O

Page 74

terrorist proxies. They are years and years away from
reconstituting, if at all, their mssile and drone forces
and their nuclear program and they are a generation away
fromrebuilding their Navy. It seens to ne like alittle
bit better position than we were relative to Iran under
Barack Cbama and Joe Biden's disastrous nucl ear deal.
Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Senator
Sl ot ki n.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you, gentlenen, for being
here, and thank you for what you are doing. | amgoing to
direct ny questions to General Cooper -- | amsorry,

Adm ral Cooper, excuse ne -- and | amgoing to give a good
pass to ny fellow M chigander, fromYpsi, Mchigan. W are
happy to see you in service. Thank you for what you are
doi ng, and you are always wel cone back home when you

retire

| feel |ike whatever feelings | have about the
I mm nence of the threat fromlran, or not, we want our
mlitary to conme through this war as successfully and
safely as possible. | aminterested in nmaking sure we get
out of this quickly and safely. And I have actually no
doubt that with all the firepower we have used in this war
that we have degraded their nuclear capability, their

ballistic mssile capability, their terrorismcapability,
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and as soneone who served three tours in Iraq | saw that
terrorismup close and personal.

But it is hard to say sitting here, with the Strait of
Hormuz cl osed, and every American feeling a deep, deep
spike in the price of gas, and that we are only in the
begi nning of that, that we cannot say we are overall better
off until that Strait is opened.

And while | believe we could, mlitarily, open the
Strait, it seens to ne that the Iranians have strategic
geography. They have the ability, even though it is
degraded, to project power onto things |ike the oi
infrastructure in places |ike Saudi Arabia or Kuwait or
anywhere they want, further hurting the world econony, the
United States.

Is that correct that while mlitarily we may be able
to physically open the Strait, that they still retain the
ability to affect infrastructure in the region, and
therefore kind of have a veto power over the world econony
right now?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, froma mlitary perspective
| woul d characterize Iran as having a remmant capability
across nultiple domains. In ternms of veto power | would
defer to policymakers for that characterization

Senator Slotkin: Sorry. Can they strike oi
Infrastructure across the Persian Gulf?
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Adm ral Cooper: They have a very noderate, if not
smal |, capability to continue strikes. And we, of course,
accordi ngly, have prepared for such a contingency.

Senator Slotkin: OCkay. But if we have the power to
mlitarily open the Strait and their threat is, quote,

"nmoderate or small," why wouldn't we just do it?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | really would defer to
policymakers in this particular matter. The Strait clearly
Is in the mddle of the negotiation being undertaken now.

Senator Slotkin: Yeah. It just seens to nme that they
still certainly have, it may be di m nished power, but if
the United States mlitary is not physically opening the
Strait right nowit is because the Iranians do have the
real capability to effect strikes, or drone strikes, into
the Gulf countries, affecting their oil infrastructure and
sending the price of oil worldw de even higher. So it may
be dimnished but it is a real capability, unless | am
m ssi ng sonet hi ng.

You know, | amvery sensitive about the way that
countries |ike Russia or China may be enabling the Iranians
to target and kill Anerican forces or to provide
intelligence on their locations in real or near-real tine.
Is it fair to say that the Chinese are providing
intelligence to the Iranians to help themtarget U S.

forces?
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k about

anything regarding intelligence in a classified nanner.

What | can say is the lranian mlitary is largely made up

of Russian and Chi nese equi pnent.

Senat or

Slotkin: Okay. It feels |ike either Chinese

gover nment and/ or Chi nese conpani es are hel ping and ai di ng

and abetting

the lranians in providing that information.

understand we do not want to go into the details, but sone

of this is out in open press.

| would just say | personally feel |ike that crosses a

Rubi con. Any tine we have anot her country providing that

kind of intelligence to an adversary, | think that should

play very heavily in our cal cul us,

I n our conversations.

know the President is with the Chinese governnent right

now, but | hope that no matter what party we are from that

Is just a Rubicon. W all believe once you cross it we are

in a very different conversation. | hope that

out in Beijing. | yield back, Chairnman.

I's playing

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Banks.

Senat or

Cooper, any update at all

Banks: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Adm r al

on activities in Afghanistan,

I ncreased activity fromISIS or any ot her groups that

concern you?
Adm r al

Anything at all that you can tell

us?

Cooper: Senator, thank you for the question

Af ghani stan remains on the forefront of what we are
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watching in ternms of terrorist activity. | think best to
address that in a classified forum For right now our
partnership in the region are suppressing that threat.

Senat or Banks: Can you give any update at all, for
the record?

Adm ral Cooper: No.

Senator Banks: It renmains an area of concern for
CENTCOW? You are tracking, paying attention to it? W are
not conpl etely ignoring Afghani stan.

Adm ral Cooper: It renmains an area of concern. W
are paying close attention to a variety of partnerships.
W are suppressing any threat.

Senat or Banks: Thanks. Thank you for your
| eadership. | nmean, | think this is an incredi ble nonent.
You are doing an incredible job when it cones to Iran and
degrading their mlitary, their defense industrial base.
You cite in your testinony that the U S. has, quote,
"delivered a long-termrollback of Iran's ability to
project power in the region and beyond," end quote,
damagi ng or destroying over 85 percent of its ballistic
m ssile, drone, and naval defense industrial base and 82
percent of its air defense mssile systenms. That is pretty
dam good. That is a strong statenment, and | am proud of
your efforts.

The NDS tal ks about the concept of sinultaneity, in
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whi ch our adversaries could undertake sinultaneous
aggression across nultiple theaters. Does Qperation Epic
Fury's degradation of the Iranian mlitary and defense

I ndustrial base reduce the problemof sinultaneity?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think it remains to be
seen what happens going forward with Iran, but what | think
we have seen is a conbination of ability for the United
States to project power and influence and defeat an
adversary very quickly, 38 days. The effects on other
theaters, | think | would really refer to U S. European
Commander and the Pacific Commander. But clearly the
United States is agile, and we can nove fromtheater to
t heater, very quickly.

Senat or Banks: Can you unpack this concept of
sinultaneity, explain it to us?

Adm ral Cooper: The United States has significant
capacity. W have forces depl oyed around the world,
addressing a variety of issues. W are focused today
largely on Iran, but clearly General Anderson is actioning
key and critical matters in Africa. W are doing it in
Europe, we are doing it in Asia, and we are doing it in
South Anerica, all at the sane tine.

Senator Banks: And we are able to do that at the sane
time, effectively.

Adm ral Cooper: That is howthe United States
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mlitary rolls

Senat or Banks: You also wite in your testinony that
lran's ability to reconstitute its mlitary capability
wll, quote, "depend in |arge part on decisions we and our
partners make." What should we be doing to press our
advant age?

Adm ral Cooper: | think there is a policy conponent
to this, Senator, and potentially a |egislative conponent.
There are a restricted nunber of countries -- there is a
finite nunber of countries that historically had trade with
lran. Addressing those countries and what they are
trading, how they are doing it and what that |ooks |like |
think is something we should take a | ook at. Because if
they do not have the parts, they are not going to build the
weapons.

Senator Banks: Well put. | was very proud to see the
LUCAS drones deployed and used in CENTCOM The | ndi ana
National Guard played a really inportant role in testing
the LUCAS drone at Canp Atterbury in nmy state. Wat, if
anyt hing, can we extrapol ate fromthe performance of our
LUCAS drones in other conflicts?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, Senator. The LUCAS drones were
the United States' first opportunity to use our own one-way
attack drones against an adversary. | renenber well the

training that happened at Canp Atterbury. | was watching
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It like a hawk. That training has produced additional
capability that we have now enpl oyed agai nst an adversary,
very effectively.

Senat or Banks: \What else can we learn fromit?

Adm ral Cooper: Well, there is a lot nore to be
| earned fromit. | would love to take it in a classified
setting, and particularly where we are right now, vis-a-vis
lran. | think I would just like to keep that in a
classified setting.

Senat or Banks: For nore than a nonth our warfighters
in the Mddl e East were hammered by snall drones. How can
we ensure that does not happen again if conbat operations
resune?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, Senator. Alittle bit of a
nyt hbuster on this. Ilranian drones are significantly
capable in the days of $35,000 Walnart-1i ke drones. Those
things are behind us. |Iran has a very capabl e drone force.
W have very capably defeated it.

Senat or Banks: Good. Well put. Thank you very nuch.
That is all | have. | yield back, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Kelly, and then
Senator G 1 1librand.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Admral
Cooper, General Anderson, thank you both for being here

today. Admral Cooper, | want to start with you. | have
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got questions for both of you, but | want to talk a little
bit about the civilian harmmtigation teamat CENTCOM M
understanding is that you have gone fromten down to one as
part of a Departnent-wi de reduction in CHVR, that their
role is totry to mnimze harmto civilians when we are
conducting conbat operations. |s that correct, you have
gone fromten to one?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir. That is the billet but
there is a larger conponent to this. Over a course of
years, we have gone froma conpliance to civilian
casualties in risk mtigation being just part of the
culture. There are dozens, if not hundreds, of people who
are involved in this process.

Senator Kelly: \Wat did those nine individuals do who
were renoved fromtheir jobs?

Adm ral Cooper: They are now integrated in other
capacities. They are retained in other capacities in the
joint, what we would call joint --

Senator Kelly: But what were they doi ng when they
were part of the civilian harmmtigation teanf

Adm ral Cooper: They were playing a key role in
hel pi ng us nove from conpliance to culture on Cl VCAS,
focusing on it every day, which they continue to do.

Senator Kelly: So by your estinmates how many

civilians have been killed or injured over the course of
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this war?

Adm ral Cooper: The investigation on the one incident
that we have had after nore than 13,000 strikes is still
underway. We will certainly be transparent, and we w ||
get that when we can. This is a matter that | am
passi onate about. | would |like to use the occasion to
invite you, other nmenbers of the Commttee and your staffs
to Tanpa to take a | ook at what our targeting process | ooks
l'i ke.

Senator Kelly: If you were to find out that there was
an error in the targeting process, would you reinstate some
of those people that were renoved fromthat teanf

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, that is a hypothetical. | am
al ways | ooking to organize to purpose, and we will just see
what the investigations show.

Senator Kelly: Are you taking any additional steps
now because of the civilian casualties to date?

Adm ral Cooper: W have taken additional steps. CQur
addi ti onal steps have been very proactive throughout Epic
Fury. Qur staff specifically warned the Iranian people
nore than 100 tinmes about the threat of them being used as
human shields. | personally warned the Iranian people on
March 8th, 11th, and the 23rd that they had the potenti al
to be human shields, and that conmmunication was very
effective. So again, we are noving not just targeting, but
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a proactive neasures to mnimze.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you for doing that.
General Anderson, so China and Russia continue to expand
their influence across Africa, we discussed this, with
m si nformati on, disinformation, across many African
countries. You requested $94 nmillion for information
operation activities. You were promsed -- and this is in
fiscal year 2026 -- you were pronmised $25 mllion fromthe
Department. You ultimately received only $19 nmillion.

Can you tal k about the difference between having $19
mllion to do that job and $94 mllion, |ike, what are you
able to do if you were fully funded? General Anderson, |
get it. | nean, we see this stuff all the time. The
amount of msinformation that comes fromthe Chi nese and
the Russians, it is a huge problem But if you could just
explain to us alittle bit about what you could do if you
had the full request.

CGeneral Anderson: Senator, | think the key point
there is right noww are in a reactionary node to
propaganda and to other information operations, to what we
can do at the nonment. \What the fuller funding would do,
especially if it is consistent over time, would allow us to
build an information canpai gn and address these issues
across the continent. W are one of the few organi zati ons

that | ooks across the entirety of the continent, and can
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under st and how t hese propaganda and m sinformati on play
across borders.

W work very closely with the State Departnment, U S.
enbassies on this to nmake sure our nessaging is key, but
what this would allow us to do is help coordinate that
messagi ng across regions and across the continent to
hi ghlight the issues that come with this m sinformation,
especially as nuch of it is destabilizing the denocracies
across the region.

Senator Kelly: Do you ever feel |ike we should be
countering sone of their disinformation with disinformation
of our own?

General Anderson: Sir, | think the nost powerful tool
we have is the truth. Wat America brings is very unique.
We are still a beacon of hope and light in the world, and |
think we should be willing to talk about who we are. This
Is America's 250th anniversary. There is a long history on
the continent that is, | nean, it is good and bad, but
there is a lot of good that we can tal k about, of what
America brings.

The fact that John C. Robinson founded the Tuskegee
Airmen, 2 years |later founded the Ethiopian Air Force, and
then went on to found Ethiopian Airlines, which is nowthe
pride not only of Ethiopia, but Africa, it is not a story

that is well known, but that is a tie that we have had
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bet ween the aviation communities for years. There are
multiple stories |like that across the continent that we
need to propagate and tal k about.

So I would say we should focus on the goodness and the
positivity of engaging with America and worry | ess about
the disinformation that our partners put out. But we have
to engage in this environment. W have to be active in the
I nf ormati on space.

Senator Kelly: So you got about 25 percent of the
requests. So if you got the full anount you could put nore
out there, positive stuff that the United States is doing.
And | know these are challenging tinmes with resources even
beyond what DoD has, USAID, and others. But do you think
that that would be sufficient to counter Chinese and
Russi an m si nformati on?

CGeneral Anderson: Senator, | think information
operations is one of the |ower cost investnments that we can
make that have outsized return and help anplify the limted
resources we have in the mlitary side and highlight the
benefits that those provide, and being able to tal k about
that broadly, | do think has outside proportion. So, snall
I nvestments can have large inpact. And this is an area of
information where | think we can make a | ot of gains, even
despite our snaller physical presence, that can highlight
the totality of what the United States brings.
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Senator Kelly: | 100 percent agree wth you, General,
and we should really look into get you the resources you
need to do this job. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Ceneral Anderson, | 100 percent
agree with you. Senator G Ilibrand.

Senator Gllibrand: Admral Cooper, we had Secretary
Hegseth here a week or so ago, and we did not get
satisfactory answers about Iran. So what is your m ssion
in lran right now?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, with Epic Fury now formally
ended per the President's notification, we shifted our
m ssion to a blockade mission the follow ng day, and we are
I mpl ementing that mssion in accordance with international
armed conflict. That is our main mssion today, as well as
to be ready for a broad range of contingenci es.

Senator Gllibrand: And do you feel that President
Trunp's declaration that we have obliterated all of Iran's
capabilities and their nuclear program is that accurate?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | speak froma mlitary
perspective. W have significantly degraded their drone,
m ssile, and naval capabilities. W have fractured their
command and control. W have elimnated the |arge
preponderance of their space program They, by every
measure, are degraded significantly across all neasures of
nati onal power.
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Senator G llibrand: So what is your exit strategy to
end the conflict with Iran?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, that is a policy decision.

Senator G llibrand: And don't you have to offer the
Presi dent various exit strategies so he knows how to get
fromA to B?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, consistent with ny statutory
obligations | have provided a broad range of options, along
wth risks and mtigations to the Secretary and the
Presi dent .

Senator G llibrand: So given your current m ssion,
how many nore days, weeks, nonths, years are we going to be
at war with Iran?

Adm ral Cooper: As we sit here today we are in a
ceasefire, and the way ahead will be determ ned by our
pol i cymakers.

Senator Gllibrand: Well, currently we are still
spending a billion dollars a day on this war with Iran, and
| can tell you, fromny New York constituents, they are
furious about it, because a billion dollars a day could be
| owering their housing costs, |owering their food costs,
| owering their health care costs, |owering the cost of
everyday expenses that continue to go up because of the war
inlran. Wth the price of gas as high as it is, the price

of diesel as high as it is, it nmeans everything that they
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have to buy for their famlies is nore expensive.

So we expect fromour mlitary |eaders a plan about
why and how |l ong we are going to be spending a billion
dol lars a day, and | have not seen that plan or the why
from President Trunp or Secretary Hegseth. So | am hoping,
as the mlitary person in charge of operations, that you
have a plan to end this war and to stop spending a billion
a day.

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, we have a broad range of
pl ans and contingencies, consistent wwth nmy obligation to
provi de that advice, both to the Secretary and the
President. W have done so. Decisions will need to be
made by our civilian | eadership, and my job will be to
execute them

Senator Gl librand: The second concern | have,
Adm ral Cooper, is how we have prosecuted this war to date.
We have data and information publicly available in
publications |ike The New York Tinmes that 22 schools have
been hit, hospitals, dozens of hospitals have been hit. W
have regul ati ons, we have the |aw of war, we have human
rights obligations, we have our own targeting requirenents
to avoid civilian harmand death. Have you been
i mpl ementing all the laws that are required under current
law to mnimze civilian death?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, we have executed every
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operation consistent wwth the aw of arnmed conflict. The
subject of civilian casualties is a particular passion of
mne. W pay attention to it. W followall the
procedures and have gone above and beyond to, in ny case,
personal |y warn the Irani an people of several instances
during conflict where they were being potentially used as
human t ar get s.

Senator Gllibrand: |If they have been warned, how did
we then bonb 22 school s?

Adm ral Cooper: There is no indication that we have
that that has been corroborated. Zero.

Senator Gl librand: How many schools have we bonbed?

Adm ral Cooper: There is one active civilian casualty
I nvestigation fromthe 13,629 nunitions.

Senator G llibrand: So how do you explain the
publicly available information that 22 schools have been
hit and nultiple hospitals?

Adm ral Cooper: There is no way that we can
corroborate that, no indication of that whatsoever,
Senat or .

Senator G llibrand: There is no way you can
corroborate or no indication of it? Wich one?

Adm ral Cooper: No indication.

Senator Gllibrand: Well, the indication is what is
publicly available. There is an indication. Have you
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I nvestigated those clains?

Adm ral Cooper: W have not.

Senator G llibrand: Wy have you not? |If thisis a
passi on of yours, if you believe that civilian casualties
are not consistent with the | aw of war and not consi stent
wi th human rights obligations that our mlitary regularly
follows wth great pride and great diligence, why have you
not investigated those allegations when they publicly being
made on the cover of The New York Tines?

Adm ral Cooper: | wll be happy to take a | ook at
each instance. Qur teamw || be able to do that.

Senator Gllibrand: | would like a report fromyou,
fromyour team about whether there have been attacks that
have resulted in the destruction of schools and hospitals,
and if so, why? And how then, |ast, have you nmanaged the
90 percent cut to the personnel who are supposed to avoid
civilian targets?

Adm ral Cooper: | am happy to provide any report, and
| would invite you and every staff nenber here to come to
Tanpa to | ook at the process to see exactly how it works.

Senator Gl librand: Thank you. Thank you, Admiral.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Duckworth.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you, gentlenen, for being here. Admral Cooper, the Senate

received a letter from President Trunp on Friday, My 1st,
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stating that hostilities wth Iran have ended, and you j ust
stated here that we are no | onger operating under QOperation
Urgent [sic] Fury. Wuld you say that we are still engaged
in hostilities wth Iran, or have they ended?

Adm ral Cooper: Consistent with the President's
letter, Epic Fury is conplete. W are operating under
international arnmed conflict rules in the inplenentation of
t he bl ockade.

Senat or Duckworth: So are we engaged in hostilities
wth Iran? Yes or no.

Adm ral Cooper: W are not. W are in a ceasefire.

Senator Duckworth: The Strait of Hornuz remains
bl ocked, right? You are engaged in a bl ockade, are you
not ?

Adm ral Cooper: The bl ockade is against Iranian
ports, comrerce going in and comng out. The last thing we
woul d want to do is blockade the Strait of Hormuz, and as
we have seen in the | ast week, there have been instances of
ships comng in and out, including our own.

Senat or Duckworth: But under international |aw, a
bl ockade is an act of war. So if you are bl ockadi ng,
actively blockading Iran, then we are currently in an act
of war with Iran, under international law. A blockade is
one of the definitions of an act of war, under
i nternational |aw
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Adm ral Cooper: Consistent with the direction we have
been given, those characterizations are best done through
the Departnent’'s |egal counsel or the Wite House.

Senator Duckworth: it is not characterization. It is
international law. It is listed. A blockade is an act of
war .

W have now engaged -- the United States and Iranian
forces are trading fire as they continue to | aunch
m ssiles, drones, small boat stacks. President Trunp says
the ceasefire is on |ife support, and he repeatedly
threatens to renew U.S. mlitary strikes, and to be clear
no one is disputing the val or and professionalismof our
mlitary. But the civilian | eaders are abdicating their
responsibility to craft a clear strategy, and
servi cenenbers and the Anmerican people are the ones who
w | suffer under this |eadership vacuum

Adm ral Cooper, before operation Epic Fury began, what
desired end state for the operation were you given by your
civilian | eadership?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | was given crystal-clear
guidance. Qur mlitary mssion was to degrade lran's
ability to project power on its neighbors and U. S.
interests. It included three specific objectives: degrade
lranian ballistic mssiles and their defense industrial

base, degrade their drones and the defense industrial base,
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degrade their navy and the defense industrial base. Al of
those were achieved, as | have di scussed.

Senat or Duckworth: And because they were achieved,
that is why the operation ended, or did the operation end
because the President said "let's end the operation"?

Adm ral Cooper: Operations commencing and ending are
made by civilian | eadership and not a mlitary deci sion.

Senator Duckworth: Okay. Well, that civilian
| eader shi p, President Trunp, has provided many possible end
states in only 2 nonths, including, in just 2 nonths, he
sai d unconditional surrender and regi ne change in Iran,
whi ch have not happened. He has tal ked about, okay,
operations will end when there is destruction of Iranian
nucl ear sites, allegedly already acconplished | ast sunmer
under Operation M dnight Hamrer. He has al so said that
Iran wi Il never have nucl ear weapons, which cannot be
acconplished with only a bonbi ng canpai gn. He said that
his goal was to destroy the Iranian mlitary forces and
Infrastructure conpletely, which the intelligence comunity
assesses has not happened. And now he said that it is the
reopening of the Strait of Hornuz, which, as a rem nder,
was open before the war began. So if we do not know what
we are fighting for we certainly do not know how | ong we
w Il be fighting.

Adm ral Cooper, have you been given any tineline for
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how | ong our forces will be in the Strait of Hormuz or near
| ran or bl ockading Iran, whether by a tineline or a
condition at end state, for how long you will be bl ockading
| ran?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think it is inportant,
fromthe mlitary perspective, that ny advice related to
options be provided to both the Secretary and the
President. W have done that. The decisions on tineline
and execution are up to our civilian |eadershinp.

Senat or Duckworth: kay. So you nentioned the
Secretary of Defense, who only talks tactics, and a
Presi dent who changes his strategy on social nedia nultiple
tines a day. This is who is giving you the orders.
Secretary Hegseth has touted the destruction of tens of
t housands of targets across Iran. He said that Iran's air
defenses are "flattened," his word, and its industrial base
overwhel m ngly destroyed, and clains that Iran's Navy is at
the bottomof the sea. Every netric that the Secretary
offers is one of destruction, and destruction alone is not
an end state, especially not with new public reporting that
U S intelligence officials believe Iran has operational
access to nost of its mssile capacity and that Iran is
clearly still capable of controlling the Strait of Hornuz.

Anericans are not safer, our servicenenbers are at

risk, prices at hone are higher, and Iran has nore control
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over the Strait of global econony than it did before this
whol e thing started. The Anmerican people and our

servi cemenbers deserve clear answers, what does "done with
the war" | ook |like and how do we get there. W have no
strategy. As we saw in Afghanistan, if you do not have a
sound strategy you keep doing tactics forever. This is not
your fault, but this is where we are.

Adm ral Cooper, have you been asked for your advice,
and under what conditions woul d you advi se depl oyi ng ground
troops for any purpose in lran?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think it would be
I nappropriate to tal k about any contingency planning in
this particular forum It is ny obligations as the
conbat ant commander to provide a broad range of options to
the Secretary and to the President.

Senat or Duckworth: Can you answer that question for
me in the SCIF at a later tinme?

Adm ral Cooper: | would be nore than happy to talk
about anything classified.

Senat or Duckworth: Ckay, thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: No further questions, M. Chairman.

Chairman Wcker: Sorry. | didn't mark of f Senator
Kel ly. Senator Peters.
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Senator Peters: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Gentl enmen, thank you both for being here. | speak for
nyself and | think everybody on this panel. W appreciate
the incredible professionalismof the nen and wonen in
uni formand the job that they do every day, with
prof essi onal i smand heroism and thank you for doing that.

But we do have a nunmber of questions about how we wi n
this war and end it going forward, and those are usually
political questions related to political |eadership. The
men and woren in uniformexecute those orders, and they
have denonstrated that they are certainly the best in the
wor | d.

But Admiral Cooper, you nentioned that the current
mssion right nowis basically the U S. blockade of Iranian
ships or ships that are transiting the Strait of Hornuz to
| ranian ports. That is in response to Iran basically
effectively shutting down the Strait of Hornuz before that.

As you know, experts across the political spectrum and
mul tiple admnistrations, political adm nistrations, have
all agreed that a war against Iran, Iran's first noves
woul d be to mnd the Strait of Hornuz, to prevent tanker
traffic. But despite these known risks and repeated cl ains
that the DoD has planned -- and | am sure you have pl ans.
| have been to the War College. | served in the Navy.

There is no shortage of plans that we have -- that you have
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plans to deal with the closing of the Strait. W had four
m nesweepers that were stationed in the Mddl e East that
were just retired | ast year, and our renaining m nesweepers
were either stationed in Japan or not prepositioned in the
regi on.

This is despite public reporting that we currently
al ready have limted unmanned m ne cl earance capacity. And
reports from The New York Tinmes and Reuters has al so
indicated that Iran still has hundreds, if not thousands,
of small boats that can lay mnes or performhit-and-run
attacks on top of their existing |and mssiles and drones,
which | amsure they are building at a furious pace right
now to restock what they have. And this is on top of
existing land m ssiles and drones.

The Anmerican people, as we all know, are already
payi ng higher prices in the United States. Inflation is up
as a result of chaotic tariffs that President Trunp has put
into place. And now, thanks to this war and the Strait's
closure they are paying high gas prices that continue to
rise, as well, putting a strain on famly budgets.

So ny question for you is, if there was advanced
pl anning, and | am sure there was advanced pl anni ng, about
the Strait's closure, why were the m nesweepers not
prepositioned in the region when it had been publicly

reported that already have Iimted unmanned m ne cl earance
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capacities? Wen you have a plan, usually before you
execute the plan you make sure that all your assets are in
place to actually execute that plan. So it is curious that
t hose assets were not there. Wy?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think it is best to talk
specific tactics and operations in a classified
environment. Wsat | can say here is we did have
sufficient, and continue to have sufficient, mne clearance
capability in the theater. Because it happened to not be
in those four vessels that were deconm ssioned after
decades of service is an interesting point. The support
and the ability to conduct countermning cones in a | ot of
different flavors, best to discuss in a classified
envi ronnent .

Senator Peters: And | do not nean to get into that.
| understand that totally you do not want to do it. But it
Is clear that there is a concern about mnes. W are not
seeing ships go through there. Commercial conpanies do not
want to go through the Strait so they are not going to put
their ships at risk, so they do not feel safe. To ne that
speaks volunes as to whether or not it is safe, that there
is a real concern there. And we know that the I|ranians
have significant capabilities to deal with that.

You know, | asked a previous question related to

strategy and really tal ked about von Causewitz's On War,
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which is, as you know, the sem nal text on strategy, that
Is taught in all the war colleges. And you know it better
than I will ever knowit. The concept of that is that in
order to wn a war you have got to know the center of
gravity of your eneny, and you have to be focused on being
able to neutralize that. Wat is the center of gravity in
lran? How are you planning? And that is a mlitary
decisions as to what is the center of gravity. That is the
ki nd of advice you would give a President. What is the
center of gravity?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | really would defer to our
pol i cymakers to determ ne what they view froma policy
perspective is the center of gravity. Froma mlitary
perspective, we are focused on achieving mlitary
obj ectives, which is exactly what our nen and wonen have
done, and they have done it extrenely well.

Senator Peters: Well, as you know, every war plan has
a center of gravity that you identify, and then you work
around that. So the war plan that we have for |ran woul d
have the center of gravity. Wy can't you share what that
1s? In the past it has been, before we knew the center of
gravity, the Persian Gulf War, for Iraqg, Colin Powell said
it was the Republic and Guard troops, Iraq' s |ead unit
there. The Cbama adm nistration, in Afghanistan, Admral

M ke Mill en defined the center of gravity as building

=
: y \

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 0 N oo o b~ wWw N P

N N N N NN P B P PP PP PR
g N W N P O © 0 N O O »h W N B O

Page 101

Af ghan governnent support. They made this public. They
were not hiding the center of gravity. Qur eneny knows
what our center of gravity is, and we know what theirs is.
There is no reason to keep that secret because the Anmerican
peopl e have a right to know, what is it that we are trying
to acconplish. And that is outlined very clearly in that
term a part of every mlitary plan that is put forward.

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir. | agree every war plan has
a center of gravity, and those war plans are classified. |
woul d be nore than happy to talk about it in a classified
envi ronment .

Chai rman Wcker: Fair enough. Senator Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, Chairman Wcker, and thank
you Adm ral Cooper, Ceneral Anderson, for your service and
your Wi llingness to continue to serve our nation,

Adm ral Cooper, | want to talk about the International
Stabilization Force. It has been publicly reported that
CENTCOM is going to play a role in the proposed
International Stabilization Force in Gaza. -- we wll just
call it ISF, going forward -- though many questions remain
on what the ISFis, when it wll be deployed, and how it
W |l operate. So can you clarify the roles of the U S. and
CENTCOM in the ISF, specifically is the vision for CENTCOM
to retain comand and control, or is there a tineline and

mechani smfor transitioning oversight to a nultinational or
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civilian-led structure?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first, great to see you
agai n, and thank you for the question. Qur role can be
sinply defined as one of support right now The
| nternational Stabilization Force conmmander, who has been
designated, is also dual-hatted as the Commander of Speci al
Operati ons Conmand Central. He has about 45 nenbers of the
Joint Force presently working for him

W are really at the infancy of form ng that
| nternational Stabilization Force. Thus far there have
been four countries who have conmtted to provide forces.
So | think as we ook to the future | would be happy cone
back and tal k on what that |ooks |ike |ater on.

Senat or Rosen: Cone back and talk to us.

Adm ral Cooper: W are heading in the right
direction, but we are just at the infancy of the process.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. And speaking of hitting in
a direction, we need to tal k about nunitions sustainnent,
because, Adm ral Cooper, according to publicly available
resources the U S. has fired at |east 45 percent of its
Patriot mssile interceptors and nore than half of its
THAAD interceptors so far in Operation Epic Fury, and has
had to nove air defense from other theaters.

So can you talk to ne about how this constrains our

air and missile defense and those of our regional partners
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and allies, like the Israel, UAE, and others, who are al so
under attack?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | have all the munitions
necessary to both defend our forces as well as conduct a
broad range of contingencies. Qur partners also have the
sufficient nmunitions necessary for defensive operations.

Senator Rosen: Do you have estinmates about how | ong
it would take us to replenish or rebuild our stockpile?

Adm ral Cooper: | would really defer to the fol ks who
do this on an everyday basis, both in the Departnent and
t he services.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | amgoing to continue on
you and then we will nove over to CGeneral Anderson in a
m nute, because | want to just take a nonent to tal k about
Lebanon. Because | do appreciate that you have appl auded
t he Lebanese Arnmed Forces for their efforts to disarm
Hezbol I ah. While the current effort in conflict has
denonstrated the extent to which Hezbol |l ah has rearned, a
strong Lebanese Arned Forces renmins the best pathway for
Lebanon through whi ch Hezbol | ah can be di sarned once and
for all, and we know t hat needs to happen.

So what can the U S. do to support the Lebanese Arned
Forces to ensure that they have the necessary capacity to
di sarm Hezbol | ah while al so hol di ng them account abl e?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, taking on the disarm ng of
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Hezbol lah is a tall order. They have been funded by Iran
for decades, with billions of dollars, and Hezbollah is
inculcated into every fabric of the Lebanese society. |
think right now our continued conmtnent wth nodest
dollars to the Lebanese Arned Forces is helpful. They
have, in particular, several units who can do nore. |
believe our commtnment could be to provide the funding
necessary so that they can do nore.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | amgoing to nove over to
AFRI COM now, GCeneral Anderson, because I1SIS and Al Qaeda
affiliates, well, we know they span the African continent.
And so understanding, of course, this is an open setting,
can you tal k about the extent to which these franchi ses,
that they work cross-borders, within | ocal settings to
coordinate with one another, and the threat that this poses
to our priorities in the region. And do you think there is
a need for a conprehensive CT strategy on the continent,
and if so, could you outline again, considering it is an
open setting, broadly what that strategy m ght include,
pl ease.

CGeneral Anderson: Yes, Senator, | appreciate the
hi ghlighting of the transnational threat that both Al Qaeda
and 1SIS pose. | can say in this setting that |SIS has
several affiliates across the continent that are

coordinating nore and nore, whether that is in the Golis
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Mount ai ns of Somalia or the Lake Chad basin in Nigeria, or
in the Sahel, as well as Myzanbi que and others. So this
terrorist network has to be addressed holistically. W
have to ook at the entirety of the network. It is not any
singl e node anynore.

So as we look at this | coordinate very closely with
Adm ral Cooper, because ISIS still has a strong presence in
CENTCOM s AOR, as well as Al Qaeda. As we look at this,
the strategy to go after this is to work wth our partners,
whose willing and capable partners, enable them first and
forenost, to take on this threat. Wen they are unable to
do that then bringing in only the unique capabilities that
the U.S. can bring in order to address those threats. W
have seen that in the Golis Muntains where we have been
able to bring intelligence, limted ISR sone limted
strike capabilities, as they have been able to disrupt
their | eadership network.

This need to be applied across all of these areas, so
I nvestnments in additional ISR investnents in expeditionary
capabilities such as a forward staging base |ike the
Her shel Wody WIllians, that allow us to nove to the point
of need, at the tine of need. And then the force
protection requirenments that are necessary to protect that
force in the expeditionary area.

And | would add not just the force protection as a
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counter-UAS and the integrated air mssile defense, which
are critical, but also investnents in energing technol ogies
that allow austere nmedicine, forward nedicine, renote
medi ci ne, aut omated CASEVAC. These types of things allow
us to becone nore expeditionary in order to get after these
critical threats. And only the critical threats that pose
a threat to the U S., and then enable partners as able to
address these comon threats.

So it is anultifaceted strategy. | could even go
into nore, and | won't in this detail, but really
mai ntai ning the rel ationshi ps and the engagenents are
equal |y inportant, and having that pragnmatic approach,
openi ng dialogue with the AES states and the Sahel again,
addressing this with places |like Al geria and Mdrocco and
Li bya, even, who share these concerns, building those
rel ati onshi ps are absolutely vital because you cannot surge
trust.

Senator Rosen: |f the Chairman would indul ge me can |
have a fol |l ow up question on the Sahel, since you brought
It up?

Chai rman Wcker: Yes. Wy don't you do that.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. You brought up the Sahel,
but last nmonth the JNNMand local mlitias in Mali executed
coordi nated, nationw de offensive attacks, attacking Mali's

capital, seizing key towns, killing the Mlian defense
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mnister. Those these attacks were greater in scale and
intensity than any other since 2012, they clearly
denonstrate the attackers' ability to strike against an
expansi ve geographi cal area.

So you are talking a little bit about the Sahel, but
the perm ssive environment in the Sahel that is making
t hese attacks possible, what nore would you like to add, if
you want to speak a little bit nore about the stability
t here.

CGeneral Anderson: Senator, there are a few things |
would like to add in this setting, and | can talk to you
nore in a classified setting, that would be highly
appropriate to this.

But to your point there is no effective external
counterterrorismeffort in the Sahel right now The
Russi ans have clainmed to do that, but we saw that they had
to wwthdraw fromKidal. W are unable to defend agai nst
that threat there. They are providing sone limted
support, but we do not see the sanme Western presence.
Because of that, then how do we enable the partners, the
other nations that are there, how do we | ook at
expeditionary capabilities again that we can result in
t his?

One of the key areas that we woul d need sone
assistance with is the authorities and ability to bring in
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and experinment with emergi ng technol ogies, whether that is
in the surveillance and | SR type of technologies or in

ot her over-the-horizon type capabilities, like | nentioned
Wi th the nedicine and others, in order to reach, when there
Is a threat that threatens the honeland, to be able to
reach it and take care of it. But nore inportantly,
continue to enable the partners to address the threats in
their local areas, and a lot of that is through
intelligence sharing.

| would be happy in a classified environment to talk
nore in depth.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | appreciate that. Thank
you, Admral, General. Thank you, Chairman W cker.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Rosen,
and I amglad you brought up Lebanon and Hezbollah. So |
am going to take another round, Admral Cooper, and stop ne
when | amwong. On March 2nd of this year, Hezboll ah
attacked Israel in response to Operation Epic Fury. |Is
that correct?

Adm ral Cooper: That is correct, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: According to Israel's Foreign
M ni ster, Hezbollah has fired 10,000 m ssiles, rockets, and
drones at Israel during the past 2 nonths. |[|s that
correct?

Adm ral Cooper: | believe that is correct, sir.
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Chairman Wcker: And in response to these attacks,
| srael initiated a ground offensive in southern Lebanon,
aimng to create an uninhabited buffer zone along its
nort hern border and to push Hezbollah north to the Litani
River. 1Is that correct?

Adm ral Cooper: That is correct, Senator.

Chairman Wcker: To enable this operation, the
|sraeli mlitary ordered the evacuation of southern
Lebanon, displacing over 1 mllion people and nearly 20
percent of Lebanon's population. This is also correct.

Adm ral Cooper: | do not know that that nunber
specifically is correct, but the concept of the evacuation
IS correct.

Chairman Wcker: Wiile governnents of Israel and
Lebanon declared a ceasefire in April of this year,
Hezbol | ah Secretary General Nai m Qassem announced that his
organi zation woul d not recogni ze the ceasefire and woul d
never agree to disarm |Is that correct?

Adm ral Cooper: H's statenent, that statenent is
correct.

Chai rman Wcker: Yeah, he made that statenent.
Hezbol  ah then continued to fire projectiles into Israel,
and Israel has continued to strike Hezbollah positions in
sout hern Lebanon. That is also correct, is it not?

Adm ral Cooper: That is correct, sir.
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Chai rman Wcker: And | think Senator Rosen woul d
whol eheartedly agree with me that peace between Israel --
and | cannot ask questions to ny friend and col | eague, but
| think we would both agree that peace between Israel and
Lebanon woul d be a wonderful devel opment, and a wonderful
devel opnent for Anmerica and for Israel. But peace between
| srael and Lebanon depends on the Lebanese governnent
havi ng both the capability and the will to disarm
Hezbol | ah.

Has the United States provided the Lebanese Arned
Forces with approximately $3 billion since 2006?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, | would have to take that
speci fic nunmber --

Chai rman Wcker: It is a |lot of noney.

Adm ral Cooper: ~-- for the record and follow up. But
we have been providing aid for two decades.

Chairman Wcker: Is it fair to say that the primary
goal of U.S. support for the LAF, the Lebanese Arned
Forces, was to counter Hezbollah?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: And from 2006 until 2023, is it
accurate to say that Hezbollah's rocket and m ssile arsenal
grew from 2006 to 2023, from approxi mately 9,000 rockets
and mssiles to 150, 000?

Adm ral Cooper: As a result of decades and billions
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of dollars of Iranian support, that is correct.

Chairman Wcker: Israel's Foreign Mnister alleges
t hat Hezbollah fired nore than 10,000 projectiles at |srael
since the beginning of March of this year. In light of the
Lebanese Arnmed Forces' inaction, was Israel's offensive
into southern Lebanon mlitarily necessary if Hezbollah's
attacks were going to be countered? Was there another way
to do that?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | would really defer to
| srael on intent and effectiveness, but just as a general
statenment --

Chairman Wcker: Mlitarily necessary, though.

Adm ral Cooper: It is an option anong options, of
which there are a few, to deal with the Hezboll ah probl em

Chai rman Wcker: Yeah. | appreciate Senator Rosen
bringing this up, and just would go back to the central
point. It would be a trenendous achi evenent for Israel,
Lebanon, the United States, and the Mddle East if
Hezbol | ah could be elimnated, and all ow the Lebanese
peopl e and the Lebanese governnent to resune the happy
relations that we once had and strive for between the
United States and Lebanon.

Woul d Senat or Rosen have any further questions?

[ No response. ]

Chai rman Wcker: Then this concludes today's hearing.
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I want to thank our w tnesses for their testinony, and I
woul d acknowl edge that many of the arrows ained at these
two witnesses were better ained at people in the civilian
| eader shi p who, according to our great Constitution and our
princi ples dating back to George Washington, are in control
of policy. And | would commend these two mlitary veterans
for adhering to that constitutional principle.

And | would inform nenbers that questions for the
record will be due to the Commttee within 2 business days,
and we are adjourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 12:08 p.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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