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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE PCSTURE OF UNI TED STATES
| NDO- PACI FI C COMVAND AND UNI TED STATES FORCES KOREA
I N REVI EW OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FOR

FI SCAL YEAR 2027 AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Tuesday, April 21, 2026

U S. Senate

Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:41 a.m in

Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger

W cker, chairman of the comm ttee, presiding.

Commttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker

[ presiding], Fischer, Cotton, Ernst, Sullivan, Craner,
Scott, Tuberville, Banks, Sheehy, Mdody, Reed, Shaheen,
Bl unent hal , Hirono, Kaine, Peters, Rosen, Kelly, and

Sl ot ki n.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chairman Wcker: This hearing will cone to order.

This norning, we held a hearing on the posture of the
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command and U.S. Forces Korea. At the
outset, | would Iike to thank Admiral Paparo and Cener al
Brunson for their distinguished service to our country.

This conmttee appreciates their service, and we're grateful
for the ethos that has | ong been the defining characteristic
of Anerica's general and flag officers. Thank you,
gent | enen.

We speak today, and we neet today at a tinme of gl obal
turnoil. Despite the doubts of our own intelligence
comunity and many ot hers, Ukraine continues to outperform
conventional wisdomnowin the fifth year of Putin's ill egal
war of choice. |In the Mddle East, President Trunp has
t aken deci sive action to end 47 years of aggression by the
Ayat ol | ahs.

But am d those wars, we nust remenber this China is the
| eader of the axis of aggressors. The People's Republic of
China intends to and is capable of preventing an American
| ed 21st century. W cannot ignore the inplications of Xi
Jinping' s aggression. The Chinese Conmmunist Party and its
Peopl e Li beration Arny have spent decades studying the

American way of war. This has inforned their massive
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mlitary nodernization effort. The PLA now feels the
worl d's | argest Navy.

Its nuclear triad, is grow ng at a breathtaki ng pace,
and it possesses an increasingly capable air force arned
wth world class munitions. China's mlitary strategy has
transitioned. It has noved froma nostly asynmetric
conpetitive approach to a nore conprehensive strategy.
Their goal is to achieve decisive advantage over the U S.
and our allies in the Indo Pacific.

We al so recogni ze the danger posed by a nucl ear arned
North Korea. KimJong Un is a cruel and ruthless despot.
Wrse, he possesses nucl ear weapons, and he possesses the
means to deliver them He has denonstrated a high tol erance
for risk taking, and he is backed by his nucl ear-arned
partners, Xi and Putin. The North Korean arny has gai ned
val uabl e insights on nodern warfare fromits experience
supporting Russia's invasion of Ukraine.

North Korea will remenber what it |earned from drone
and mssile use in Ukraine. It continues to |learn |essons
right now It is thinking about how to enpl oy these
capabilities on the Korean Peninsula. Russia has repaid Kim
for supporting its illegal invasion of Ukraine by providing
North Korea with advanced mlitary technol ogy and financi al
relief.

Wiile Vladimr Putin creates mayhemin Europe, it is
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not lost on this comrttee that he also actively works to
underm ne the existing order in the Indo-Pacific. Putin has
revitalized his partnership wth the Kimregi ne, and he has
deepened Russi a's conprehensive strategic partnership with
Xi and the Chinese Communi st Party.

The growi ng alignnent of our adversaries throws into
sharp relief the enduring inportance of Anerica's allies and
the way they help protect our strategic interests. For
decades, our alliance bonds, including NATO have provided a
conpar ati ve advantage over authoritarian states |ike China,
North Korea, Russia, and lran. These alliances continue to
pay dividends for the United States. People need to stop
saying otherwise. It is not hel pful when Anerican | eaders
speak of our alliances wth derision, but we nust be clear
about the nunerous political, strategic, and noral benefits
that our country receives fromits alliances.

Sone have suggested that our allies have becone little
nore than dependents on the United States. These skeptics
argue that the United States nust shift the burden, and that
word "shift" is what | have a problemw th. They argue that
we nmust shift the burden of defense and deterrence fromthe
United States and onto our allies in Europe and Asia. | do
not agree with these skeptics.

O course, I'mglad to see Anerica's allies stepping up

as they are doing all over the world, but there's a

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

di fference between burden shifting and burden sharing. The
President has called for increased burden sharing, and |
support that, but the way we execute that vision natters.

We Anmericans have a nassive stake in maintaining a favorable
bal ance of power in both Asia and Europe. It remains a
vital interest of the United States and cannot yet be

del egated to others, not even to our closest allies.

Burden shifting suggests that the United States has a
limted stake in conflicts that erupt or could erupt in
t hese key regions. Burden shifting inplies abdication
rather than collective responsibility. Uphol ding our
interest in the Indo-Pacific requires the cultivation of a
robust alliance network, what we call burden sharing, which
| agree with. The Western Pacific is far fromthe Anmerican
honel and, and that distance has | ong placed a prem um on
strong and persistent forward presence in the region. This
presence allows us to defend our interests in the |Indo-
Pacific, and to project power fromthere into other regions
of the world.

I[t's worth noting that Anerica's Alliance network is
conprised of |ike-m nded denocraci es and free market
econom es. The inportance of this fact cannot be
overstated. Unlike authoritarian countries, the foundation
of the U S. alliance network is built upon the explicit

support of its respective electorates. Qur alliances depend
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on each nation's internal domestic political support.

Again, this is crucial. Every mlitary alliance
requi res negotiation and conprom se. Every mlitary
alliance requires negotiation and conprom se. Alliances, by
definition, are a two-way street. They require patience and
appreciation for the political drivers of the parties, and a
w I lingness to undertake political, mlitary, and econom c
ri sk on behalf of one another. Popular support fromfree
peopl e gives legitinmacy to those necessary conprom ses.

W nust continue to nodernize our alliances to match
today's threats and capabilities, but any reform shoul d make
us stronger and safer. They should not detract fromthe
strategic inperative of deterring aggression and coercion by
China, North Korea, and Russia. | look forward to hearing
how our w tnesses are working with our Japanese, South
Korean, Filipino, Australian, and Tai wanese allies, anong
others, to strengthen our strategic position in the Indo
Paci fic.

Wth that, | thank our w tnesses for being here, and |

turn to ny coll eague, Ranki ng Menber Reed. Senator Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senat or Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman.
And Adm ral Paparo, Ceneral Brunson, wel cone and thank you
for your distinguished service over a lifetinme of dedication
to the country and to the nmen and wonen that you | ead.

Pl ease convey our appreciation and support for these
extraordi nary Anmericans that you command and | ead.

President Trunp's war of choice in Iran has resulted in
significant mlitary posture changes in the Indo-Pacific
regi on and on the Korean Peninsula. Over the past 2 nonths,
President Trunp has transferred major mlitary capabilities
out of your theaters to Central Conmmand, including a carrier
stri ke group, and anphi bi ous-ready group, various mssile
defense capabilities, and other nunitions.

Adm ral Paparo and General Brunson, | would like to
under stand your assessnment of the effect of these transfers
on your capabilities. Long range strike weapons and mssile
i nterceptors are not quickly replaced at current production
rates. Reconstituting what we have expended coul d take
years. The decisions President Trunp has made in lran wl|
| mpact your readiness in the Indo-Pacific for a long tinme to
cone.

I'"m al so deeply concerned about what our adversaries

are learning. China and North Korea have watched the United
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St at es engage in sustained, high intensity warfare,

requi ring massi ve expendi tures of the exact nunitions that
are nost critical for deterrence in the Indo-Pacific. |
woul d |'i ke your candid assessnents of what | essons the
Beijing and Pyongyang are drawing fromthis conflict, and
how t hose | essons nay affect their |ong-term planning.

Rel atedly, Adm ral Paparo, on Decenber 8, the President
announced that he would all ow the sale of advanced H 200
sem conductor chips to China, a category of chip previously
prohi bited because of its ability to accel erate Chi nese
mlitary capabilities, including artificial intelligence.
This commttee has | ong agreed on a bipartisan basis that
our national defense is predicated on nmaintaining a
qualitative technol ogi cal edge over China. | want to know
whet her | NDOPACOM was consul ted before this decision was
made, and whet her you believe selling advanced sem conduct or
chips to China is consistent with nmaintaining a favorabl e
bal ance of mlitary power in the Indo-Pacific.

General Brunson, there are al so persistent and
troubling reports that the admnistration is considering
significant reductions to U S. force posture in South Korea.
Last year, you testified that Anerica's forward presence in
Korea provides, in your words, "unmatched access, unmatched
deterrence at mninmal cost.” You also nade clear that the

U S. force presence in Korea is not solely about North
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Korea. Qur presence creates dilemmas for China in the
Yel | ow Sea, and inposes costs on Russia in the East Sea.
woul d ask for your assessnent of what troop reductions woul d
mean for deterrence across those threat vectors. | would

al so note that this commttee voted to include a provision
in the fiscal year 2026 NDAA to prohibit any reduction of
troops in Korea without a full assessnent of the risks

i nvol ved and certification to Congress.

Adm ral Paparo, CGeneral Brunson, you |lead our forces in
the nost strategically consequential theater in the world,
postured agai nst the nost capable, potential adversaries the
United States faces. The decisions being made in the Wite

House right now on its wars of choice on nunitions, on

sem conductor sales, on Anerica's alliances wll determ ne
whet her deterrence holds. | thank you for your | eadership
at this critical time, and | |ook forward to your testinony.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

[ The prepared statenent of Senator Reed follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: | understand each of you has openi ng

statenents. Who'd like to go first? Admral

are recogni zed,

Sir.
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL SAMUEL J. PAPARO, JR., USN,
COVVANDER, UNI TED STATES | NDO- PACI FI C COMVAND

Adm ral Paparo: Chairman, Ranking Menber, nenbers of
the commttee, thank you very nuch for the opportunity to
speak with you today.

First, 1'll call attention to Sergeant Mjor Eric Cook,
United States Marine Corps, right behind ne, and his charge
as the fighting forces norale, that conbination of physical,
mental, and spiritual readiness that is the key factor in
conmbat. This is the essence of readiness and the ability to
prevail, this norale, Sergeant Mjor Cook |eads and are
enlisted force I ed by our highly professional NCO corps, are
t he backbone, the body, and the soul of the Joint Force.

And 1'd like to acknowl edge Sergeant Mj or Cook and all that
he represents.

As discussed, the Indo-Pacific is the defining
strategic theater of the 21st century, where all four I|ines
of effort in the National Defense Strategy converge, that
i's, safeguarding the United States honel and, especially
i ncluding those elenents that are in the |Indo-Pacific,
deterring China, deepening burden sharing with our allies
and partners, and supercharging the Defense Industrial Base.
| ndo- Paci fic Command puts those priorities into action every
si ngl e day.

The sea has | ong been a highway for trade and a vector
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for power projection, and it's al so becom ng increasingly an
end unto itself as a source of food, energy, mnerals, and
strategic |leverage. China's force design since 2009
reflects that reality. Since 2024, China has delivered 12
submari nes, including nuclear attack submari nes and nucl ear
ballistic mssile submarines and aircraft carrier, 2
cruisers, 10 destroyers, 7 frigates, as well as anphi bi ous
and conbat |ogistics force. That scale is for the

proj ection of power, coercion, and to enforce the rules in
every rel ationship.

North Korea continues to threaten the U S. honel and and
our allies wth nuclear weapons and ballistic mssiles. And
Russia has increased its force posture of air mssile,
maritinme in the Indo-Pacific, and the increasing strategic
cooperation anong themall is deeply concerning. CQur
strategy is clear, to deny China fromachieving its
obj ectives through mlitary aggression. To deter it.
Deterrence is our highest duty. W deter wth dynamc
conmbat power, conducting operation every day with allies and
partners and across donai ns.

Qur allies and partners increase our conbat capability
and capacity, expand our maneuver space, and extend
operational reach and strengthen deterrence. Yesterday, we
began the | argest ever exercise, Balikatan, in the Republic

of the Philippines. This exercise denonstrates a

12
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13

significant leap in allied firepower integrating U S. |and-
based tomahawks wi th Philippine BrahMbs m ssiles and
Japanese anti-ship mssiles.

Qur alliances are rapidly fielding advanced
capabilities for adapting to the changi ng character of
warfare, and we're driving towards information and deci si on
superiority. W're accel erating decision-nmaking through our
Al - enabl ed headquarters and our Al-enabled commands,
strengt heni ng our posture, inproving integrated air and
m ssi | e def enses, hardening key infrastructure, and
I ncreasi ng nmunitions throughput. Congress and the
Departnent have provided the resources. Now, industry nust
deliver. Wth your continued support, we'll preserve peace
t hrough strength, and defend a free and open | ndo-Pacific.

I now defer to General Brunson, and nost especially,
your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of Admral Paparo follows:]
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL XAVI ER T. BRUNSON, USA,
COMVANDER, UNI TED NATI ONS COMVAND/ COMBI NED FORCES
COVMAND/ UNI TED STATES FORCES KOREA

General Brunson: Thank you, Chairman W cker, Ranking
Menber Reed, distinguished nenbers of the conmttee, thank
you for the opportunity to speak to you today al ongside
Adm ral Paparo, regarding the security environnent in the
Republ i c of Korea and Northeast Asia.

I would like to first thank those who sit behind ne,
who got nme here to this hearing today, have helped ne to
prepare and represent the nenbers of our force forward in
the United States Forces Korea. 1'd also extend ny
gratitude to the 17 other United Nations nenber states;
Australia, Belgium Canada, Col onbia, Denmark, France,
Germany, G eece, Italy, Netherlands, New Zeal and, Norway,
the Philippines, South Africa, Thailand, Turkey, and the
United Kingdom But | especially thank the Korean people
for their continued partnership, hospitality, and comm t nent
to our alliance.

The Korean Peninsula is key strategic terrain vital to
def endi ng the Anerican honel and and advanci ng Aneri can
interest in the region. Qur forces in Korea are nodernizing
to address rapidly evolving strategic dilenmmas. That's why
ny focus remains strictly on capabilities over nunbers.

Wil e our presence is a baseline, it's inperative that we
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mai ntain focus on the precise capabilities that nust be
resi dent on the peninsul a.

To truly understand this shift fromcapacity to
capability, | encourage the commttee to observe the Tri-
Command firsthand. Should you visit us, you will see, as
Senat or Shaheen has, the readi ness exenplified by our
service nenbers, civil servants, allies, and interagency
partners who defend the honel ands.

Across the peninsula, our warfighters build readi ness.
Some exanpl es include Eighth Arny's continued work, along
with our rotational force, and which has led themto exceed
90 percent on nost of their readiness netrics. The
continued integration of Seventh Air Force, Marine Corps
Forces Korea, Naval Forces Korea, Special Operations Conmand
Korea, and Space Forces Korea. Those conponents into
| NDOPACOM exer ci ses denonstrate the potential to project
power from Korea in support of deterrence across the Indo-
Paci fic.

A key conponent of readiness is our facilities. W are
| mproving our infrastructure to synchronize U S. Space
Forces and ot her conponents, while seizing theater
opportunities to conduct integrated sustai nnent and forward
repair wiwth our allies, partners in the Joint Force. And
across the informati on domain, we not only conmunicate the

centrality of the region to Anerican interests, but actively
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maneuver to neutralize msinformati on and di si nformati on.

The Tri-Command, United Nations Command, Conbi ned
Forces Command, and U. S. Forces Korea stand ready and
capabl e to support a favorabl e bal ance of power across the
regi on that deters aggression, supports a free and open
| ndo-Pacific. Qur presence in the region is a driving force
t hat has evol ved our alliances over decades, from
dependencies to true partnerships.

Wi | e our cooperation and commtnent to the regi on has
mai ntai ned the arm stice and deterred | arge scale conflict,
our forces nust remain vigilant. Together with the
Departnent, or interagency teans, the United States
Congress, and our nultinational allies and partners, we wll
continue to denonstrate Anerican strength in the region so
that a favorabl e peace prevails.

Under one flag. W go together. Katchi Kapshi da.

[ The prepared statenent of General Brunson follows:]

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

Chai rman Wcker: You may have to help the transcri ber
on that | ast sentence, Ceneral. You gave us a nunber of
countries. Wiy did you list themspecifically, sir?

General Brunson: Chairman, what | hope to do is to
thank them for their continued contribution to the core of
the United Nations Command. Each of those conpanies that |
-- countries that | nentioned has, over the year and a half
or so that |I've been in command, had officers and soldiers
within our headquarters in the United Nati ons Comrand, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: kay. Thank you very nuch for that.

Admral, | want to ask about our overseas mlitary
bases. O course, we know they're not sovereign U S.
territory. The territory belongs to the various countries

who host us. And all allies and partners require sonme form

of prior consultation before allowng US. forces to operate

fromtheir sovereign territory. That is a correct
statenent, is it not, Admral?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, chairnman.

Chairman Wcker: And, as it previewed in its Nationa

Def ense Strategy and the AUKUS review, DOD is now pressing

allies to provide uncaveated and uni npeded access from bases

| ocated in their country. |Is this realistic? And | have
three questions which I'lIl just ask all at once. Qur
over seas bases provide enornous benefit. Is it realistic to

seek uncaveat ed and unconstrai ned access to these bases? |Is

18
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t here anything you want to do now that you cannot do under
exi sting basing arrangenents? And is it realistic to expect
our allies, even our closest ones, to provide unfettered
access basing and overflight with no operational
restrictions?

Adm ral Paparo: Chairman, | think that it's sensible
to gain assurances that in the unforgiving hour, we'll be
able to enpl oy those bases for our own planning. And I
think it's pragmatic to understand that each of our allies
and partners will experience various civil pressures within
t hose that they that they govern. And | think, going a |ong
way to gain assurances fromour partners is a practical and
sensi bl e approach. | think it enhances our pl anning, but |
think it also nust be approached with the pragnmati smthat
each governnent is accountable to their people and w il make
deeper deci sions when the unforgiving hour cones.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. It's is the -- ny second
foll ow up question was what can we not do now? |Is there
anyt hi ng we cannot currently do under existing basing
arrangenent s?

Adm ral Paparo: Chairnman, there are frequent occasions
when we woul d prefer to execute certain operations or
certain live fire operations and our host nations are
sensitive for donestic reasons. And so, it's always a

negotiation with our allies and partners, and we al ways do

19
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so within the faith that our allies and partners want to go
as far as they practically can. But certainly, there's
always limts on -- or there's, you know, | should say
there's frequently instances where there's things that we
would like to do, but we can't do it because the host
governnent is sensitive to public opinion, it is in the
presence of popul ations, and we work through it with good
faith.

Chai rman Wcker: Ckay.

And then in the mnute and a half we have, let's talk
about replacing both exquisite traditional nunitions and
newer | ow cost nunitions. W find |ots of weapons and
Qperation Epic Fury, Secretary Feinberg has a plan to
I ncrease production of exquisite nunitions such as those
made by Lockheed and Raytheon. WII that take tine, and can
you give us an idea of how nuch time? And is it tine also
to go all in on |Iowcost nunitions, including cruise
m ssi |l es, hypersonics, |ong range drones, and unmanned
surface vessel s?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, yes, and yes. And the
traditional defense prinmes have to innovate to go faster. |
think it will take 1 to 2 years for themto scale. It won't
be soon enough, and | think that we really nust press the
systemw th non-traditional vendors bringing to bear new,

| ow- cost nunitions such as hypersonics, |ow cost cruise
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m ssiles, and then across a variety of drones and unmanned

syst ens.
Chairman Wcker: 1Is it possible -- thank you for your
answer there -- particularly on the | owcost nunitions. |Is

It possible for us to incentivize the exquisite manufacturer
such as Lockheed, Raytheon, and others to go faster?

Adm ral Paparo: It nost certainly is, and, you know, I
think that the Departnment is putting a great deal of
accountability and pressure on the prines thus far. The
progress is good, and |'m eager for nore.

Chairman Wcker: And so are we. Thank you very nuch.
Senat or Reed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairmn, and
Adm ral Paparo, and CGeneral Brunson. First, let ne commend
your staff. Fromny early experience, | know how hard it is
to sit at attention. So, thank you. Wll done, well done.

Adm ral Paparo, |I'Il just followon the chairman's
question, which is basically we've extended a great deal of
ordnance in the Iranian conbat. It has sone effect on you.
The question going forward, though, is if we resune a rate
of fire simlar to what we were doing, do you have an idea
of how long we could fire without creating severe effects on

your conmand?

Adm ral Paparo: Well, first, |I acknow edge your
statenent, Ranking Menber. And, you know, |'ll deliver that
www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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in a classified setting, but --

Senat or Reed: Yeah.

Adm ral Paparo: -- there are finite limts to the
magazine. And | have all the faith in the world that
they' re bei ng enpl oyed judiciously.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, Adm ral

General Brunson, our present mlitary situation in
Sout h Korea, | assune, but you could confirmthat it is
creating sonme significant strategic and operational dil emmas
for the Chinese. Could you indicate and di scuss those?

General Brunson: Ranking Menber, in the open, what |
woul d say is that we have positional advantage currently.
|"ve witten articles that are out there right now that talk
about the positional advantage achi eved by changi ng our
perspective of |ooking at a map differently. It places us
with interior lines inside the first island chain, and what
that allows us to do fromthat position alone is as we
operate on QAls given us by I NDOPACOM It allows us to
operate froma different aperture, if you will, to project
power into the region and achieve effect, significant
effect, | mght add.

| also believe that the inposition of cost is a thing
t hat happens when we nmarry capabilities with position on the
ground geographically, and that | would call or term posture

truly, is the marrying of the capabilities with the right

22
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positioning and then to be able to achieve significant
effect.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nuch.

In my opening statenment, | tal ked about the proposed
sal e of chips, the H200 chip. Do you have any concerns that
you woul d |i ke to conment upon?

Adm ral Paparo: Ranking Menber, | want every
conpetitive advantage that the United States of America can
have, and that includes Al-powered warfare. |NDOPACOMis an
Al - power ed headquarters. The Chi nese, by their phil osophy,
are fast followers. They've taken every bit of intellectual
property that's ever been shared to the trade and technol ogy
stack, and they have not only inplenented it, but they've
| nproved upon it. So, | have deep concerns with anything
that enables themto becone a better Al-powered headquarters
t han our headquarters.

Senator Reed: Well, | share your concerns, Admral. |
think they're legitimate and conpelling, and thank you.

Adm ral Paparo, what | essons do you think the Chinese have
| earned from Operation Epic Fury?

Adm ral Paparo: Ranking Menber, | think that, nunber
one, | think they're inpressed by the operational acunen
that's been denonstrated by the United States and our
partners. Nunber two, | think they see the power of snall,

| ow- cost nmunitions on the ability to hold key geography at
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ri sk, and so have we, and we see that. And who inplenents
that the fastest is absolutely the best, is going to be the
best year in the 21st century. And I think the key is, is
that our force has learned a lot, including a | ot of conbat
experience. W have to continue to accelerate that | earning
and bring that to bear. That's a key advantage that the

| ndo- Pacific forces that have engaged in conbat, in this
operation, that our woul d-be adversari es have not had, and
we need to accelerate that.

Senator Reed: A quick final question, | have a few
seconds remai ning. There is roughly an anal ogy between the
situation in Taiwan and Ukraine. Asymetric warfare will be
what the Tai wanese fractures agai nst the Chinese. So, are
we focusing now on the | essons from Ukraine drone warfare,
all the ingenuity of Wkraine? 1Is that the approach that
we're taking with the Tai wanese?

Adm ral Paparo: Sir, that's a key enphasis. You're
quite well aware of the Hell scape Strategy, the fact that
| ow- cost munitions drone war mekes assault mnuch, nmuch nore
costly to assaulting forces. Bringing those |essons to bear
to the max extent possible is an inperative.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very much, gentlenmen. Thank
you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Fischer.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank
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bot h of you, gentlenen, and the nmenbers of our mlitary that
you serve with, for the inportant work you do every single
day. Thank you.

Admral, the current programof record for at |east 100
B-21 bonbers. That's not sufficient. Wen accounting for
bot h nucl ear and conventional bonber requirenents, would you
agree that we need to procure at |east 145 B-21, and
shoul dn't we be seriously considering at |east 2007

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Fischer, good norning. |
woul d favor 200 B-21 bonbers, not just for the nuclear
deterrence m ssion, but for penetrating strike capabilities,
and | couldn't be a stronger advocate.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. W need to consider both
STRATCOM requi renents and yours and | NDOPACOM as wel | .
Correct?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, | would say that. And
STRATCOM i s, you know, absolutely. Anbng ny strongest
partners. W are in |ockstep on this, and we don't view a
separ at eness of our individual requirenment. W view
oursel ves as teammates, side by side on the journey.

Senator Fischer: Thank you.

Al so, while the nuclear threats are also often
consi dered STRATCOM the nore nunerous and capable -- or
t hey, obviously, have a serious inplication in | NDOPACOM and

your m ssion. Can you describe your view of China' s nuclear

25

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

26

expansi on, and the inpact that nore numerous and capabl e
Chi nese nucl ear forces in the region have, from your
perspective, as a geographi c conbatant comrander ?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, in the next 5 years, | expect
China's nucl ear arsenal to nearly double. And that taken in
some with their conprehensive strategic partner, their no-
limts partnership with Russia and with their arsenal, it's
a concern. W've got to overnmatch that capability. W have
to continue to nodernize the U S. nuclear deterrent,

i ncluding tactical nuclear forces.

Senat or Fischer: You' ve nentioned the inportance of
allies and partners. And in the Indo-Pacific region, that
I ncl udes several that depend upon our nucl ear unbrella, our
nucl ear deterrence guarantees. Based on your interaction
with these allies and partners, how do you believe they
woul d view a delay or cancellation of our nuclear
noderni zation effort or rhetoric to that effect? And to
what extent woul d they be concerned?

Adm ral Paparo: So, you rightly identify it would be a
deep concern on the part of our allies and partners. They
depend very strongly -- | shouldn't say they depend -- we
together rely very strongly on extended deterrence. They
view that with the concern and they'd be right to.

Senator Fischer: Admral, you now know as well as

anyone that challenges that are posed by the vast distances
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in the I ndo-Pacific and being able to connect those ships
and the aircraft with fuel, that's going to be crucial. In
your opening statenent, you stated our tanker fleet falls
bel ow requirenents. How are you working with General Reed
at TRANSCOM to address those refueling needs and really
shortfalls that we have?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, you know, | can tell you in a
classified setting how many mllions of pounds it takes to
be in air to support our air refueling requirenents, and I'd
al so add our conbat |ogistics force in our at sea field
requirenments as well. | strongly applaud the Air Force's
standi ng back up the tanker fleet and refreshing it. And
you know, I'd be in favor of anything that accel erates our
ability to put fuel in the air.

Senator Fischer: Thank you.

General Brunson, back to our nuclear deterrence and the
i nportance it has for our allies and our partners. Can you
comrent on how i nportant that relationship is between the
U S. and ROK?

General Brunson: Yes, Senator, it has a trenendous --
it goes trenendously far in helping us to assure our allies
of our will and our intent. So, to that end, we've
devel oped a staff section, the J10, which works al ong and
serves as an interface between ROC, STRATCOM and

USSTRATCOM  We've also participated fully in the Nucl ear
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Consultative Goup. And these things all allow our allies
to focus on other things in the region, vice being
confounded about: are they protected? Are they covered?
So, our assurance through extended deterrence is incredibly
i nportant for us being allies.

Senator Fischer: Thank you very much. Thank you, M.
Chair.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Fischer. | have

Senator Hirono and then Senator Tuberville. Senator Hi rono.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admra
Paparo and General Brunson, thank you very nmuch for your
servi ce and | eadershi p.

Adm ral Papa, you've been very candi d about your
concerns with the U S. mlitary's nagazi ne depth over the
| ast several years and, of course, with the illegal war in

Iran. And you noted today that you believe that these --

the nagazine is being judiciously enployed. |I'mnot so sure

about that, but you did note that we need to have a better

mx. | think that's where you were going: better mx of the

exqui site high cost, |ow volune systens with affordable,
hi gh-vol ume munitions? You did note that we are worKking
with non-traditional vendors to help us produce these other
types of munitions.

So, I'mcurious to know that. How are we doing that?

Are we providing encouragenent to these non-traditiona

28
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vendors to help us with providing the unnanned systens and
the other nmunitions that you are seeking to devel op?

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning. Aloha, Senator.

Senator Hi rono: Al oha.

Adm ral Paparo: Yes. Mst certainly. First is that
we working with the Defense Innovation Unit. W have funded
multiple tests, including, the enploynent of a | ow cost
hyper soni ¢ weapon off of U S. aircraft this summer. And so,
yes, we've encouraged, yes, we've advocated for DI U
experinentation, and we've advocated very strongly with the
Departnent for contracting these capabilities. Those
contracting capabilities are reflected in this year's budget
subm ssion, with orders in the hundreds, if not thousands of
t hese systens.

Senator Hrono: That's an area that | would like to
provi de nore support, because clearly, we need to really
nove toward the kind of innovations that you have very nuch
advocated for the tines that | have worked with you. So,

t hank you very nmuch for your continuing | eadership in this
regard.

| did want to nmention that although you are not
directly involved with the mlitary services continuing
negotiations with the State of Hawaii regardi ng extendi ng
the use of very critical mlitary training |ands in Hawaii .

Wthout those training |lands, for exanple, it would be very
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hard to justify the Arny's presence in Hawaii and therefore
t he i npact on national security.

So, | just wanted to bring the inportance of -- the
signi ficance of these negotiations and particularly for the
Arny to continue to negotiate in good faith with the State,
to come to a resolution acceptable to all parties and not
short circuit the discussions by seeking to condemm the | and
wi thout fully exhausting the avenues. And | just wanted to
get your brief thoughts on the inportance of these
negoti ati ons and how t hese negoti ati ons shoul d proceed.

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, engagenent is critical.
Pohakul oa is absolutely indispensable to the Nation's
defense. It's indispensable to deterrence here in the Indo-
Pacific. And I'mstrongly in favor of every effort, that
| eads to a favorable outcone to maintain 25th ID, and in
fact, United States Arny's conti nued usage of Pohakul oa
training area, as well as all of the other key land | ease
| ssues that we're dealing with in the State of Hawaii, which
al so includes Air Force, Navy, Space Force, and then marine
usage, and so across the Joint Force. |I'mstrongly in favor
of building towards consensus and sensi bl e sol utions.

Senator Hrono: | think the key words here are
consensus, because | think it would be not in the iInterest
of our -- the mlitary's presence in Hawaii if these

negoti ations are sonehow short circuited and that there is

30
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resort to condemmation. That would not go over very well, |
woul d say, with the people of Hawaii. So, any input that
you have toward those kinds of negotiations would be nuch
appr eci at ed.

Adm ral, we are seeing increasing cooperation between
Iran, Russia, and North Korea, and China. And as U S
forces remain heavily engaged in the Mddle East, how are
you working with the regional allies, particularly Japan,
Republic of Korea, and Australia, to increase cooperation
and coordi nati on anong our partners in the |Indo-Pacific AOR?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, all those relationships are
In a strong, strong upward trajectory, including the
rel ati onshi ps anong them And it is a daily matter of duty
to work closely with all the allies.

Senator Hrono: | just also want to nention that as we
tal k about the inportance of strengthening our allies, we
shoul d not forget that our conpact island nations and the
fact that we should be working very closely to support the
our conpact nations and other island nations, as China is
very much extending itself in the Indo-Pacific area with
regard to establishing stronger relations with Pal au,
Marshal | |1slands, Mcronesia, and other island nations. Let
us not forget our island nation partners.

Adm ral Paparo: W'Ill do, Senator. And Republic of

Pal au, Federated States of M cronesia, Republic of the
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Marshal | |slands continued to be areas of Chinese
encroachnment across the gray zone, across elenents of elite
capture, and maintaining a close focus on those
relationships is incredibly inportant to the defense of the
United States of Aneri ca.

Senator Hi rono: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: And our relationships with those
peopl es are very strong and appreci ated. Senat or
Tubervil | e.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Good norni ng,
gent | enen.

Admral, what flexibility and capability does | NDOPACOV
gain if we were able to field 16 Col unbi a-cl ass submari nes

versus 127

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, good norning. It's the
addition of 64 mssile tubes. It would enhance our ability
to provide extended deterrence. |t would enhance our

overal |l readiness not just for strategi c weapons, but for
tactical weapons. And I'mstrongly in favor of enhancing
that, and you'll find nme a strong vote, yes, on increasing
our Col unmbi a i nventory.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you.

To anot her subject. Qur conpetition wth China isn't

just about mlitary strength. It also includes nonetary
strength as well. You know, |ast year, the Chinese
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Communi st Party's main nonetary think tank published
research on Bitcoin as a strategic asset. You know, this
cane after President Trunp noved to establish a strategic
Bitcoin reserve. Admral, how does |eadership in Bitcoin

| npact | everage resilience deterrence for | NDOPACOM agai nst
China, and do you think that a strategic Bitcoin reserve
hel ps Anerica conpete agai nst Chi na?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, you know, our research into
Bitcoin is as a conputer science tool. |It's the conbination
of cryptography, a blockchain, and a proof of work. And
Bitcoin shows incredible potential as a conputer science
tool that through the proof of work protocols, actually
| nposes nore costs than just the algorithm c securing of
networks and our ability to operate. And Bitcoin is a
reality, it is a valuable conputer science tool as a power
projection, and outside of the economc formulation of it,
it has got really inportant conmputer science applications
for cyber security.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you.

What recommendati ons do you have for us here in
Congress on howto -- howthe U S. can |ead on Bitcoin
conpetition?

Adm ral Paparo: You know, | have to go deeper on that
with you for the record, and | can go | can go deeper on

that case. But if Bitcoinis areality, it is a peer to
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peer, zero trust transfer of value. Anything that supports
the all instrunents of national power for the United States
of Arerica is to the good.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you.

["l'l have to go back and listen to that answer to kind
of decipher it. Mst of us, you re way over our head. o
ahead. General, what we're seeing as far as changes in
strategic environnent with respect to North Korea, what are
we seei ng?

CGeneral Brunson: Senator, thank you for the question.
One of the things that we're seeing, if we were to just take
this from you know, a political, mlitary, and then just
Informational or intelligence view, what we're seeing with
themis, politically, KIUis firmy in his seat. | think
mlitarily, what we see is a nore experienced force that's
been forward into the conflict in Ukraine, conme back,
trai ned other forces, and taken best advantage of the
offsets that were learned in that fight and begun to enpl oy
themin their training

Informationally and through intelligence, what we find
is continued isolated population in that country and | ess
comruni cati on south with the governnent in Korea. There are
no overtures toward peace fromthe north to the south, and
we see increasing hardness, if you wll, in ternms of that

relation. So, every overture is rebuffed, and there are no

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

nore outreaches fromthe north to the south.

Senator Tuberville: Wat kind of reactions are you
seeing fromthe conflict in the Mddle East, fromthe North
Kor eans?

General Brunson: Senator, as nentioned in closed, we
are seeing reflections. And | would just say, they are
wat ching that with a wary eye by virtue of the use of
munitions, and the things that we've done in that conflict
currently and how qui ckly that occurred.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Tuberville. And
Adm ral Paparo, | believe you told Senator Tuberville that
t hat you hope to suppl enent your answer on the record with
regard to Bitcoin.

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir. | will respond on the
record.

[ The information referred to follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you.

Adm ral Paparo: 1'll put it in plain English, too.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. WelIl, Senator Tuberville
will not be the only one who goes back over that. Senator
Bl unent hal

Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank

you both for your service and really critical roles.

Admral, | apologize that | was unable to attend the
cl osed session because of a conflict. So, ny question
really is based on public reporting, and | know that there
was some coverage of various topics in the closed session.
But | amtrenendously concerned about the inpact of the
transfer, of the drawdown of nunitions and capabilities to
the Mddle East. |'munder the inpression that the inpact
has been serious. Wuld you agree?

Adm ral Paparo: Well, Senator, | think we nmaintain
deep magazi nes, and there's no wal king away fromthe
quantitative use of weapons. And our way forward is to
supercharge our Defense Industrial Base. And equally
i mportant, is to innovate with non-traditional prines.

Senator Blunenthal: Wuld you agree with ne that the
American people really need and deserve to know nore about
what the inpact wll be so they can appreciate the
seriousness of the costs of the Iran war, and the really

urgent need to replenish and restock nunitions and ot her
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resources for your conmand and ot hers.

Adm ral Paparo: | acknow edge it, sir, and, you know,
and the Secretary is addressing it, as | can see.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, | hope that there will be
nore truth telling to the Anerican people about the need to
build the industrial base and to provide nore of the
resources that you need, because otherw se, the Anerican
peopl e are just going to assune we don't have any need to do
it.

The cooperation between Russia and North Korea is
deepening mlitarily. M understanding is that North Korea
has transferred mllions of artillery shells, rockets,
ballistic mssiles, and other resources to Russia for use in
Ukrai ne, and that North Korea has provi ded nore than 10, 000
troops right now fighting, actually fighting on the front
line in Ukraine. |Is that correct?

General Brunson: That's correct, Senator.

Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, General Brunson.

And in turn, Russia is providing North Korea with food,
energy supplies, and nmaybe nost inportantly, technol ogy.
Correct?

General Brunson: Yes, Senator, that's correct.

Senat or Blunenthal: How significant, in your view,
mlitarily, is that cooperation? And | understand it's

gr ow ng.
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General Brunson: Yes, Senator. It's significant due
to the fact that they're able to alleviate their research,
devel opnent, training and eval uation, or testing and
evaluation. They're getting ready-nmde equi pnent. They're
receiving training. They're putting those things into
operation i medi ately.

Senator Blunenthal: Admral, | was very interested in
your three neta trends in your testinony, and particularly,
as to the growing capability of asymetric warfare. Cheap,
masked, unmanned warfare. W' ve seen it in Ukraine. |
assune your comments are based on the Iran war as well. How
does that bear on the Chinese calculus, given that Taiwan is
smal l er, fewer nunbers of troops, but highly capable in
cyber, and also, in providing those unnmanned asymetric
forces agai nst maybe a very significant Chinese invasion,
but nmaybe sonething that the Chinese ought to be nore wary
about .

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Blunenthal, | think the
Chi nese are deeply worried about it, and they're trying to
reckon wwth it, as we do. Wich | think that is why all of
us together have got to reckon with these three negatrends
and the nmegatrend around it, and the changi ng character of
warfare. | think that their viewis, is that they want to
build a drone force that would be a vanguard of an

assaulting force. And in the end, all things being equal,
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t he nass depl oynent and enpl oynent of cheap, expendabl e
munitions wll favor the defensive so long as we pursue it,
fully, with masks, with nunbers, with sustainability, and
with Al tools that enable us to command it, and outmatch our
potential adversaries.

Senator Blunenthal: In other words, as |long as we
continue supporting Taiwan with those resources.

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir, and Taiwan's continued
pursuit, in and of itself, of its own defense, which is a
key factor.

Senat or Bl unenthal : Thank you. Thanks, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Bl unenthal .
Senat or Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair. And, again,

t hank you so nuch, gentlenen, for being here today. W
appreci ate your service, as well as your teams, in
protecting our great Nation.

When Iran closed the Strait of Hornmuz, it directly
t hreatened the energy security of a nunber of our allies in
t he I ndo-Pacific; Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, and
these are key allies for us, and they assist us with the
deterrence in that region. President Trunp's National
Security Strategy rightly treats Anerican energy dom nance
as a strategic asset. It's not just an econom c one. So,

Adm ral Paparo, does | NDOPACOM currently treat allied energy
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dependence as a strategic vulnerability when doing its
pl anni ng?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Ernst, good norning. Yes,
absolutely, we do. W track energy reserves for each
partner, including, also, potentially each -- potenti al
conpetitor as well. And we do view, we do view the
vul nerabilities of not just where the energy is comng from
but al so through the straits through which they travel,

Mal acca, Lonbok, Sunda, anobng others, as being key critical
geography as the ability to i npose costs, as well as the
ability to defend key strategic waterways. And, | affirm
the ability of the United States increasingly to be a net
energy provider also in the Indo-Pacific, to escape the

vul nerability of those key choke points.

Senator Ernst: GCkay. And that's a key point, too. |
think greater U S. oil and LNG supplies to our allies can
reduce the | everage that any of our adversaries would have
on those countries. In your assessnent, do you think we are
novi ng fast enough to nmake Anerican energy a meani ngf ul
pillar of allied resilience in the |Indo-Pacific?

Adm ral Paparo: | never, ever affirmsatisfaction with
where we are in terns of national strength.

Senator Ernst: Ckay. Well, thanks for the truthfu
answer there, and | would concur with that. Thank you.

Now, noving on, Ceneral Brunson, for you. Russia' s war
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i n Ukrai ne has becone kind of a two-way mlitary exchange
between Putin and KimJong Un. W see a |lot, whether it's
the liquid fuel ballistic mssile programthat goes back to
North Korea, Russian mlitary and technical assistance
personnel comng fromMNorth Korea to assist Russia in the
war in Ukraine. W could go on and on. So, what we have
seen neans that Ilran is -- taking a | ook at what's going on,
there's a real-world test bed going on in Iran right now.
W' ve seen the same in UWKraine.

So, with all of these exchanges goi ng on, what specific
capabilities are you seeing that the DPRK has actually
gai ned fromthese experiences? Wat do they stand to gain
today or imediately that would assist themas they're
assessing the United States and our partner nations in the
| ndo- Paci fic?

CGeneral Brunson: Senator, you know, as nentioned
previously, we're seeing it in their training. W're seeing
the things that they're doing. Those are inmedi ate gai ns.
| think at the operational |evel, what they're finding is,
they are far nore -- they're learning to becone far nore
accurate with their enploynment of their fires. | think
that's a thing when you see that Seoul sits sonme 60 mles
south of the DM.

| also believe that in terns of technol ogy that they've

garnered fromthis association, it's allowed themto operate
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in spectra that they haven't before. So, they're operating
the EM5, they're working on electronic warfare, and it's

al so enabled themto do things in the cyber real mthat they
hadn't been able to do before. So, when you |l ook at the
cryptocurrency theft and other things that they' re | earning
fromthis -- you know, alnost this Levant that exists now
fromRussia into DPRK, into China, and then beyond into
Iran. | think that we have to be concerned about the
transitive nature of technology and TTPs that are going to
nove across that same Levant over tine.

Senator Ernst: So, Ceneral, would you assess those,
all of those different areas that you would just you just
spoke to, would you say that these are increnental gains, or
are these significant, neaningful shifts for DPRK?

General Brunson: | would say, Senator, for DPRK, these
are significant shifts in their ability to do these things
that they never had to work on thenselves, |largely given the
quid pro quo nature that we would talk about initially when
this first started. This is a full partnership between two
nati ons now.

Senator Ernst: Yeah. Thank you. | think this is
something we really need to sit up and pay attention to.

So, thank you very nuch, gentlenen. Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Ernst. W have

Shaheen and then Sheehy. Senator Shaheen.
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you, Adm ral Paparo and CGeneral Brunson, for being here for
your service. And thank you both for all of the tinme and
support you provided to our bipartisan CODEL that went to
the I ndo-Pacific a couple of weeks ago.

Adm ral Paparo, we very much appreciated the briefing
I n Honol ulu, and your insights into Taiwan, Japan, and South
Korea, which we visited. And while we were in Taiwan, we
had a very good neeting with President Lai and with nenbers
of their Yuan, their legislative body, and we talked with
t hem about the inportance of passing the $40 billion speci al
def ense budget that they are still debating. Can you speak
to why this is inportant, and your perspective on how
I nportant it would be for Taiwan to pass that speci al
def ense budget ?

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator Shaheen. First
of all, nothing has changed in the American policy on Taiwan
and the Three Conmmuni ques, the Taiwan Rel ations Act, the six
assurances. Qur foreign mlitary sales with Taiwan are not
out of the normover the, you know, al nost 50 years of
Tai wan Rel ations Act. And so, we can't want Taiwan's
defense nore than they want it itself. And it's not a
chi cken and the egg, because you're not going to get chicken
or eggs if you starve the chicken. So, it's very inportant

for themto fund their own defense.
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Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. | agree, and we
made the case that there were two reasons to pass it. One
was to send a nessage to China, but also send a nessage to
t he Anerican Congress, which is very supportive of Taiwan,
and would like to see this action taken.

General Brunson, you kindly nmentioned our visit to Canp
Hunphreys. | was very inpressed by that visit and it was ny
first time. So, it was nice to hear the perspective from
all of the nmen and wonen serving there. And in South Korea,
we al so had a very good neeting with the Lee adm nistrati on,
who President Lee was very focused on reaching the transfer
of OPCON by the end of his adm nistration.

Now, you tal ked about the inportance of capabilities
versus capacity, which was a point that we nade to him as
well. But can you outline what the key capabilities are
that the U S. provides, and that we need to continue to
provi de for the foreseeable future?

CGeneral Brunson: Senator, first, thank you for your
visit. It nmeans a | ot when we get a touch of hone when
you're 13 hours off. Like, | know nmy wife's not watching
this right now --

Senat or Shaheen: Yeah.

General Brunson: -- but it nmeans a | ot when we have
you-all cone out and visit us. So, please cone back again.

When we | ook at the things that we provide right now, there
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is no true analog to critical, but nore limted in Hangul.
So, what we have to do is really take a |look at -- and as
|'"'msure you were involved in conversations about this
wartime OPCON, and that it's a conditions-based base
transfer. As we continue to ferret out the conditions and
the capabilities that have to be resident within that
Republic of Korea force for us to do this, naintaining
condi ti ons-based, for this transfer, | think that we'll
| earn over tine what things we're going to still need to do
al ongsi de our partner.

| can't give you an answer on that right now, ma'am
because we have to continue to work to ensure that political
expedi ency doesn't outpace the conditions. W've got to
stay focused on the conditions because the United States is
safer that way and the Republic of Korea is safer that way.
So, we'll continue to focus there. M am |'Il sort of take
that for the record to cone back to you --

Senat or Shaheen: Okay. That will be hel pful.

General Brunson: -- on what we find out as we continue
to work through our roadmap to get to OPCON transfer.

[ The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Senat or Shaheen: Right.

Adm ral Paparo, you've answered this question in sort
of in various ways. Senator Reed raised it. A couple of
ot her people raised it. But can you tal k about how
ultimately you think -- or | guess we can't say until we
know t he outconme -- but how what's happening in the Mddle
East and Iran affects how the PRC views the United States,
and how it mght affect their thinking about their other
activities in the region.

Adm ral Paparo: Well, Senator, there's -- you know,
there's no substitute for prevailing on the battlefield, so
| could not be nore stronger in favor of the operation
that's ongoing in CENTCOM right now. And the success of
that is very inportant for deterrence in the Indo-Pacific.
And then as we bring those conbat | essons |earned into our
own operations, and, you know, we're directly involved,
including in the theater itself with potential mssile
strikes on Diego Garcia, integrated maritine interdiction
operations we're conducting, as well as actioning of I|ranian
conbat vessels.

And so, | think that, you know, what | want the PRC to
see is that the United States enploys capability and will in
response to aggression, and | don't want themto doubt that
in any way. And that supports deterrence, and deterrence is

our hi ghest duty.
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
Sheehy.

Senat or Sheehy: Good norning, gentlenen.

Last tinme we faced an adversary in the Western Pacific
where both of you, currently have dom ni on over, we were
fighting, you know, a nation that was roughly the size of ny
honme State of Montana with a popul ation of fraction the size
of America, with an econony also the fraction the size. And
we had a robust industrial base that was capabl e of mass
manuf acturing at scale relatively quickly. Today, our
adversary will be the size of our entire Nation, with a
popul ation roughly 4 to 5 tinmes the size of our own, wth an
econony that's conparable. W'I|| face a considerably nore
challenging mlitary and econom c picture, should the
unt hi nkabl e happen.

Admral, 1'll start with you. Do you feel our current
fl eet nakeup, both in size and ship conposition, is what you
woul d need if you were fighting the fight in the Wstern
Pacific? And if not, what does it need to ook like froma
guantity as well as conposition standpoint to be the fleet
that you need to win?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir. The year | -- Senator, good
nmorning. The year | canme into service, Anmerica delivered an

alrcraft carrier, five attack subnmarines, a ballistic

47

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

48

m ssile submarine, two cruisers, five DDG 51-cl ass
destroyers, a Knox-class destroyer. |In fact, in total, 40
years ago, Anerica delivered 31 warships in a single year.
That was on a $4.5 trillion econony with a total popul ation
that is two-thirds of the current size of the United States
of America. So, reindustrialization of Anerica is a
strategic inperative, especially per ny opening statenent.

So, | think that -- and | think, new habits of m nd,
new habits of action, comercial and defense innovation,
comrerci al and defense integration are strategic priorities
for the 21st century. And despite the changi ng character of
drone warfare of cheap strike, is that noving energy nass
and people over long distances by sea nost efficiently and
by air nost quickly will continue to be a tineless el enent
of conbat power.

Senat or Sheehy: \What class of ship do you not have
that you feel that you will need?

Adm ral Paparo: | don't have enough anphi bi ous shi ps.
W don't have enough surface destroyers. W certainly don't
have enough attack submarines. And our trajectory is on the
wrong side. | would favor greater anounts of conbat
| ogi stics, force ships. 1'd favor a great nunber of nedi um
USV, unnmanned surface vessels, with the ability to provide
fires, sensors, decoys, the ability to do | ong range

distributed ASW So, |'d see that.
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And so, you know, we are currently on a trajectory to
enpl oy or rather to acquire thousands of, of smaller
unmanned surface vessels. And so, | think our fleet designs
within the | ast battle force assessnment, our last blitzar is
a really good | eaping off point for what the future force
design is going to be. But | favor greater mass and scal e
across every class of ships, and then include nedi um and
| ar ge unmanned surface vessels for that purpose.

Senat or Sheehy: Well, quantity has a quality all its
own, and replaceability and speed of that replaceability are
key. I'dlike to-- 1 think it's fantastic that we have a
Whi t e House, and a bipartisan Senate and House, and, of
course, our Secretary of the Navy, and we're all talking
about shipbuilding, which that's the first tine we've ever
heard that in, you know, 40-plus years. | think that's a
good thing. But | think we're still |acking specificity.
It's like every day | see a new press rel ease about
shi pbuil ding this, shipbuilding that. But we need to get
very specific on what -- how many frigates, how nany
destroyers, how many crui sers, what those capabilities have
to be. How are we going to put a lot of |ead from ships
onto ground before we | and Marines there?

Because right now, we don't have ships that send | ead
anynore. W have ships that have lots of electronic

gadgets. But when we have to put a lot of |ead through the

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

air and | anded on an island before our 18-year-old kids hit
t hat beach, we can't do that anynore, and that's a problem
So, | think we need to have a very cleareyed and specific
di scussi on about that.

And, finally, ny remaining tine, I'd ask you to tal k
about our base infrastructure, either one of you, across the
Pacific. W used to have island bases that span the entire
Paci fi c Conmand, and those were key unsinkable aircraft
carriers. W've closed a lot of themdowmn. W've |let them
decay. 1'd like to hear about what you view, our path is
here in the near future to revitalize those pieces of
I nfrastructure. That'll be critical.

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, we are in the process of
greatly building out our key, critical basing infrastructure
t hroughout the Pacific with key projects; Tinian, Saipan, in
the Marianas, that's U S. sovereign honeland with projects
in the Federated States of M cronesia, and the Republic of
the Marshall Islands, our efforts in Palau, and then through
our UMMC, enhancing our capabilities for our rotational
forces with Australia, as well as upgradi ng our bases
currently. For a |lot of our basing support, we ask for the

commttee's continued commtnent to H 2B visas w thout the
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extension to 2035. Qur projects wll go 10 years over and
be 1.5 tinmes the noney on achieving that kind of a -- on a
post ur e.
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As we're thinking about the 21st century, we think
about it as in terns of bases, rather | should say pl aces
and not necessarily bases, with that kind of footprint, but
havi ng di stributed stores, having distributed piers, ports,
energy capability throughout the Indo-Pacific that
diversifies our footprint. It doesn't concentrate us in one
place, and it allows us the principles of expanded nmaneuver.

Senat or Sheehy: Well, thanks for your time, gentlenen.
| agree decentralizing our base infrastructure is a
strategic inperative. W're over concentrated in too many
spots, and that's a vulnerability. | also think from an
acqui sition standpoint, we have to get nore creative, base
| easi ng, public-private partnerships. The traditional
M LCON process is too slow, too inefficient. W can't
expect this to be governnent-run and get there on tine. Pan
Am built our bases before Wrld War |1 as a comerci al
conpany, so we need to get creative on that. But thanks for
your tine, gentlenen. Safe travels.

Adm ral Paparo: | associate nyself with your conments,
Senat or .

Chai rman Wcker: That's good to know. Let ne just
poi nt out, Senator Sheehy, and Admral, and General that,
over a decade ago, on a bipartisan basis, this conmttee,
and the Congress, and the President of the United States

enacted a | aw that established 355 ships as the m ni num
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fleet we should have. Cdearly, there's going to have to be
nore specificity, as we actually begin to order those and
start laying the keel. But that has been the bipartisan
policy of the United States of Anerica for over a decade.
And |, too, join Senator Shaheen in being heartened that
that even in a climte when there's nuch di sagreenent on
very significant issues between Denocrats and Republicans,
and House menbers and Senate nenbers, there is a consensus
on that, and we need to take this opportunity to nove on
that. Wth that, | will recogni ze Senator Kai ne.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair. And to our
W t nesses, | appreciate your testinony.

My first question is sort of some news of the day. So,
Adm ral Paparo, you tal ked about the joint exercise going on
between the U.S. and the Philippines right now. During that
exercise. Japan is a participant for the first tinme rather
than just an observer, and Prine Mnister Takaichi, just in
the | ast couple of hours, announced that Japan is now goi ng
to all ow robust export of |ethal defense technol ogies, the
sort of pacifist, post-Wrld War |1 Japanese constitution
nmeant they did not allow export of defense itens. Mre
recently, they've allowed specific exports of search and
rescue m nesweepi ng surveillance, but now they're going to
all ow the export of lethal defense itenms to the 17 nations

with which they have defense agreenents, including the
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United States, UK, and other allies. | know what China

t hi nks about this. They hate it. Howis this -- how does
the U S viewthis, and how do allies in the region view
this?

Adm ral Paparo: Well, Senator, you know, | could not
be any nore, you know, supportive of the U S. /Japan
alliance. | nean, that's the understatenent of the year is
that it's absolutely the centerpiece of our system of
network and alliances in the Indo-Pacific. And, ny
appreciation for Japan's leadership in this is neeting the
day. |Is that in the way that Prinme M nister Shinzo Abe
coi ned the phrase, "The free and open Indo-Pacific." Prine
M ni ster Takaichi is denonstrating that sane kind of
| eader shi p, transformational | eadership.

And Japan is denonstrating transfornmati onal |eadership
in the Indo-Pacific, including their participation in
exercises, the bilats, the reciprocal access agreenents that
they're executing with our partners and allies throughout
the Indo-Pacific. It's inportant to continue co-production
wi th the Japanese under conditions of operational and
i nformati on security, and, you know, we're strongly
supportive. It's one of the absolute bright spots in the
strategi c environnent.

Senat or Kaine: One of the issues that we've often had

in the past is the history of sonme of chall enge between
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Japan and Korea. You know, we mght -- we have great
relations with both, and I think there's strong relations
bet ween both nations, but sonetimes noves in the defense
space in one nation or the other can create some potenti al
friction. | read the Korean statenent about this Japanese
announcenent, and | thought it was sort of neasured and
generally positive. 1Is that your sense as well, Ceneral
Brunson, Adm ral Paparo?

Adm ral Paparo: You know, I'l|l say that the trilateral
cooperation between the United States, the Republic of
Korea, and Japan continues to be on an upward trajectory.
It's been the sign of great |eadership both in Japan and
Korea. And, in ny view, that continued progress has
continued into the Lee adm nistration as it was in the Yoon
adm nistration. And I'I|l pass over to General Brunson.

Senator Kai ne: General Brunson.

General Brunson: Yes, sir. Senator, | would
whol eheartedly agree with that, and there are future
opportunities. You know, we're tal king about Balikatan
ri ght now, but we've got RIMPAC that's com ng up soon, and
there'll be ship to ship. There'll be side by side in that.
We had Cobra Gold recently where both Japan and Korea were
there on those exercises. So, we've got to continue through
t he | NDOPACOM exerci se program continue to nmake sure we

bring our teanmates together. And then existentialismhas a
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guality all its own as well when you have two great nations,
partners of our own, who are increasingly under threat and
coerci on from Chi na.

Senator Kaine: Well, | think a lot of credit goes to
Japan and Korea for this. But | also think there's -- while
we're on the subject of bipartisan advances, this is
sonmet hing where the U S. has really played, | think, a very
hel pful role in dialogue with both of these allies to help
themgrow closer. And so, give themcredit, give their
civilian and mlitary |eadership credit. | think,
Presidents of both parties in recent years have really
hel ped them grow cl oser. And you guys get credit for that,
too, and | appreciate it.

One | ast question about AUKUS. | was in Australia
recently, Admral Paparo, and really trying to dig in in 37
events in 7 days in 4 cities. 1|s Australia sort of neeting
its conmtnents under Pillar | and Pillar I1? And | heard a
| ot answered sone tough gquestions on our end, and | was
i npressed. But | wonder, are you satisfied with the pace of
upgrades to Stirling that could support the increased
rotational presence of U S. Virginia-class subnmarines?

Adm ral Paparo: Sir, froma short shore power
standpoint, and fromthe capability that they have wth a
tender and a marine security detachnent, we could nove

submarines to sterling today. That's been the progress at
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Stirling. | laid eyes on it nultiple times. The conm tnent
Is there. The progress is there. The place where we have
to make the nost progress is in the Defense Industrial Base
to deliver the capability. But, our partners in Australia,
UK, through Pillar I and Pillar 1l, you know, is that it's
been full throttle, it's now as nmuch up to industry as
anything else to deliver.

Senator Kaine: Geat nessage. Thanks.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Kaine. Qur two
Senators from Fl orida keep tripping over thenselves trying
to defer to each other. | think the latest is that Senator
Scott is recognized.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Senator Mwody. Admral
Papar o, General Brunson, thanks for being here. Thanks to
the nen and wonen that serve with you. So, thanks for
defendi ng the freedom of this country.

So, | think we all travel, talk to allies, and here's
what | keep hearing: They want to buy our weapons, but the
FMS process has got a bunch of issues and they can't get the
weapons in a tinely manner. | think part of it is
governnent, part of it's our defense prine fault. Can each
of you explain why it's so beneficial for our allies and
partners in the Indo-Pacific to buy Anerican made mlitary

equi pnent ?
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interoperability of the capability and the absol ute product
superiority of the weapons thenselves. Those two factors;
the ability to fight and win today with each other, the
ability to interchange weapons so that we can gain the
flexibility of the of the magazines. And it's the fact that
American mlitary conmtnent is the best in the world, and
it ain't even close.

Senator Scott: General Brunson.

CGeneral Brunson: Yes, sir. | would whol eheartedly
agree with that, fromthe human, technol ogical, and
procedural interoperability that comes of buying that great
Anmerican equipnent. It just nakes our work a | ot sinpler,
and it ensures that we've got the right capabilities in
pl ace.

Senator Scott: Do the current lead tines for foreign
mlitary sales hinder our ability to build capacity and
det er Communi st Chi na?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes.

General Brunson: Yes, Senator.

Senator Scott: G ven the recent deploynent of the 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit from | NDOPACOM t o CENTCOM Area of
Responsi bility, how has this shift affected you and your
crisis response capacity in the Indo-Pacific?

Adm ral Paparo: Well, we've accounted for it using

ot her marine expeditionary units. And so, you know, as
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you' Il know, a marine expeditionary unit is approxinmately
1,600 troops. But marine rotational force, Darwi n has
responded, other MeEUs, KMEF has responded. And so, between
1l MEF and | MEF, we've been able to provide that conbat
capability. 31st MEU is a seaborne power projection
capability that is designed as a flexible, worldw de
responsi ve force.

You know, the Marine Corps has accounted for that with
ot her ready forces out of -- first out of I MEF and out of
1l MEF. And so, | don't view that there -- so, you know,
certainly froma seaborne crisis response force standpoint,
that force is also available as being inherently nobile in
times of crisis to nove back into the Indo-Pacific. And
it'"s ny job to identify the indications and warni ngs, and
pl ace the demand signal if we need that. Qur anphib
readiness is a driving factor for our seaborne readi ness
crisis response capability with the Marine Corps, and we' ve
got to continue to pay close attention to our anphi bi ous
force, and increase our nunber of anphibious ships and the
readi ness of those shi ps.

Senator Scott: Thank you.

Adm ral Paparo, in prior testinony, you said |ogistics
remai ned a critical challenge in the Indo-Pacific because of
| ong di stances and widely distributed operations. So, is it

correct that the Pacific Air Forces are working with
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i nnovati ve conpani es to denonstrate dual -use autononous air
cargo operations in theater this year?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir. AFF works in coordination
wi th PACAF is doing experinentation, in order to be able to
put a 20-foot shipping container anywhere in the world,
enpl oyi ng unmanned capability. And we can't go fast enough
on that.

Senator Scott: Right. So, do you see a role for
aircraft autonony for addressing |ogistics chall enges going
f orwar d?

Adm ral Paparo: | see arole. | see it being
I ndi spensable for the future.

Senator Scott: And how are we going to get this al
done?

Adm ral Paparo: Well, | think innovating faster,

i nvesting faster. | think that taking risk in our

i nvestnments risks in such a way that program failure neans
that you can rededi cate those nonies to another vendor
that's able to do it. But cultivating a conpetitive

envi ronnment by allocating funds to innovative and

experi nental conpanies, by getting the technical comunity
to rapidly grant the authority to operate to those
conpanies, and to trade our strategic risk by taking a
little bit of programrisk, as we've done in the past.

Senator Scott: Well, thanks, both of you. And, again,
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Chai rman Wcker: Rapid-fire questions, and rapid-fire
answers. Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman.

So, Adm ral Paparo, Congress right nowis actively
considering ny SHIPS for America Act al ongside the
President's Maritine Action Plan, and this is to rebuild
U.S. commercial shipbuilding and shi pbuil ding capacity and
to strengthen our maritinme industrial base, grow the
wor kforce. All those things | think we all recognize that
we need, and it's because of decades of decline in
commer ci al shi pbuil di ng, which has created, in ny view, a
nati onal security risk. It's also weakened our ability to
buil d and sustain naval vessels.

Wth Senator Scott, you tal ked about Anphibs. So,
given that |inkage, do you agree that revitalizing our
commercial maritinme industrial base is essential to
strengt heni ng Navy shi pbuil ding and reducing the delays in
delivering ships |ike Anmphi bs or another Virginia-class
submarine, et cetera. And how urgent is it that we nake
t hese investnents now to ensure that we can neet the denmands
in the I ndo-Pacific?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Kelly, good norning. |
strongly affirmthat statement. U S. overall commerci al

shipbuilding is 0.1 percent of global capacity. China
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enj oys over 50 percent of gl obal shipbuilding capacity.
There's civil-mlitary fusion systemis how they' ve enpl oyed
so much nore naval shipbuilding capacity. Having the
wor kf orce that can nove with alacrity fromone type of ship
to another, just the basic trades regaining that is

absol utely essential for our defense in the 21st century.

Senator Kelly: Yeah. W need to train the welders,
pi pefitters, electricians, but also have the conpanies that
supply pipes, and valves, and steel. |[If you have a bigger
overall maritinme industry that's going to help us build
naval vessels.

Anot her topic | want to touch on, we talked a little
bit earlier today about Ukraine, and how it relates to the
Western Pacific in a fight wth China, which I do not
believe is inevitable. | think we should do what we can to
avoid a conflict with a near-peer adversary, especially one
who has nucl ear weapons with an arsenal that's grow ng.

The Ukrai nians and the Russi ans have | earned t hat
aut ononobus systens in a land war is very -- the key to
success. | was in a hospital in Ukraine about a year ago
and net with 10 injured soldiers. N ne of themwere injured
because of FPVs. One had stepped on a | andm ne, which may
have been put there by a drone. So, drone warfare is where
the casualties are created in this war.

When you think about the Western Pacific, wth islands
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fighting fromone island to the next, maybe eventually on
Tai wan, how do you think these systens will evolve to be
useful, and what should we be doing here at honme? W're
certainly gaining, you know, gaining an education here. But
what should we be doing now to nmake sure we have the
aut ononous systens that will work in a fight in the Western
Paci fic.

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, it's not just |and warfare.
In addition to that point, it's assault warfare, which is
one power wants to take another power's |and and subjugate
its citizens. And those principles of assault matter from
ground assault, air assault, airborne assault, anphi bi ous
assault. And so, the lessons are all salient, which is that
you raise the cost of assault, which doctrinally is always 3
to 1. But the proliferation of nmass cheap kill nakes it
nore like a 20 to 1, or a 100 to 1 ratio. And all things
being equal, if all sides are enployed to their utnost, it
makes assault nmuch nore costly and favors the defender.

And so, we can't nove fast enough in this neta trend.
And what characterizes it is not that it is unmanned, it is
that it's cheap. The unmannedness is what nakes it cheap
kill. And so, you know what? | think, noving quickly,
I nnovati ng qui ckly, granting authorities quickly,
experimenting, taking risk by programm ng and by feeding

those industries, as it is in the 1.5 in, you know, in this
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year's budget subm ssion that | think that's the way ahead.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, Admral.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senat or
Sul |'i van.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,
General, good to see you both. Thank you for your great
service to our country, and your staffs, too. | know
they're doing all the hard work there, so appreciate that.

Admral, | wanted to -- actually, General, and Admral,
| wanted to follow on Senator Ernst's question on energy.
You know, ny State, we're working on a huge LNG project.

W' ve been working on it for a nunber of years. W were the
first place anywhere in the world to export LNG W started
exporting LNG to Japan in the late 1960s from Al aska. No
choke points, 6-day cargo shipnment. There's a |ot of
chokepoints around the world. The Panama Canal is one, too.

So, all the Gulf LNG W get to Asia also. Takes a |ot of

tinme.

You nentioned -- well, she asked you the question,
Senator, "Are we noving fast enough?" | |iked your answer,
“We can never nove fast enough.”™ But would it help our

allies, and, of course, our mlitary, that you're
responsible for, Admral, in A aska to have 150-to-100-year
supply, clean burning Al aska natural gas. W have one of

the |l argest reserves of natural gas on the north slope of
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Al aska t han anywhere on the planet.

But would it help to get that to our allies very soon.
Japan, Korea. Taiwan, Thailand, the Philippines, they're
all really interested in this project, and we're trying to
get the Federal Governnent, Federal agencies to focus on.
The President has made it a top strategic priority,
highlighted it in his State of the Union | ast year. How
woul d that help you?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Sullivan, good norning. It
would. First of all, we track the number of LNG reserves
anong our Indo-Pacific partners, is in single and | ow
doubl e-digit weeks --

Senator Sullivan: Yeah.

Adm ral Paparo: -- and LNG as a key critical elenent
of powering the societal resilience, the economc resilience
of tightening our partnershi ps across the security, energy,
trade, technol ogy stack, and then to do so unfettered by
choke points that woul d-be adversaries could close where we
could do the picking and choosing of our partners to |ink
those things. All those would be greatly enhancing for
security in the Indo-Pacific.

Senator Sullivan: So, this project would literally be

like a virtual pipeline to Japan and Korea. You couldn't

touch it.
Adm ral Paparo: And it would power economes. It
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woul d power econonies of the 21st century tigers such as
Vi et nam - -

Senator Sullivan: Yeah.

Adm ral Paparo: -- Philippines, |Indonesia, Ml aysia.
It'd be a ganme changer.

Senator Sullivan: | had one of ny colleagues talk
about this being the private sector, Anmerican energy counter
to the China Belt and Road Initiative. Wuld you agree with
t hat assessnent?

Adm ral Paparo: | would, yes, sir.

Senator Sullivan: So, you're a strong supporter of the
Al aska LNG project, | take it.

Adm ral Paparo: Very strong supporter and of
mai ntai ning the sea lines of communication in the North
Pacific --

Senator Sullivan: Geat.

Adm ral Paparo: -- including dom nance.
Senator Sullivan: Good. |'m hoping the Wite House --
well, they're great on this, too. The Departnent of Energy,

everybody is seeing this is really inportant.

Let me turn to progress on basing, we've tal ked about
before, Admral. Do you think we're overconcentrated on
GQuan? | think the MLCON that we're |looking at is about $50
billion over the next 4 to 5 years. As you know, we were

able to get, your help was great, the reopening of the Adak
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Naval Base out on the Aleutian Island chain, which just for
people who aren't famliar with that, that's 1,100 mles
west of Hawaii. How inportant is Adak to this idea of being
over concentrated in a place |ike Guam and do we need to

di stribute our forces nore?

Adm ral Paparo: | don't think we're over concentrated
on Guam | think it's inportant we don't gold plate the
solution. | think it's an inperative to defend it. But |

don't think that it is the single point of power projection.
| think that there are -- you know, | see in the behavior of
our woul d-be adversaries, particularly together, direct
threats on Al aska as a key econonmic center of gravity for
the United States of Anerica as a key point that they'd |ike
to attack. | see it as a different firing vector. And so,
over concentrated? No, | think we're under concentrated on
ot her areas.

Senator Sullivan: But how does Adak, reopening that,
help with regard to distributing our forces and having that
capacity, which we're now starting to build up because of
the Wrking Fam lies Tax Cuts Act |ast year?

Adm ral Paparo: You know, | -- well, Guamis ais a
closer firing position than Hawaii, San D ego, al nbst every
point in the Pacific --

Senator Sullivan: You nmean Adak?

Adm ral Paparo: Adak. Yeah, yeah, yeah. The
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geography of it on the great circle route. If you look on a
non- Mercator map, it looks like it's way far away. But
geographically, you know, it's on par wth Guam and ot her
firing positions. |It's another vector of projection of
Anmerican power, and it's also another vector that our woul d-
be adversaries would like to strike.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Adm ral Paparo: Sorry for the m sspeak.

Senator Sullivan: No, that's okay.

Chai rman Wcker: And thank you for the clarification.
Senat or Peters.

Senat or Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentl enen,
t hank you for being here, and thank you for your service to
our country.

Adm ral Paparo, you have often spoken about the
I nportance of allies and partners, and have highlighted the
critical role they play in supporting | NDOPACOM These
allies and partners have becone even nore inportant, with
| NDOPACOM r esources being shifted to the Mddle East for the
ongoing war in lran. So, nmy question for you, sir, is how
are you ensuring operations in Iran do not inpact our
regi onal deterrence, including ongoing collaboration with
our regional allies and partners in the area, and how are
you ensuring we maintain these critical relationships during

a time of increased global insecurity?
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Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator Peters. | think
our entrepreneurial approach to maintaining our operations,
our activities, our exercises wth our Indo-Pacific partners
has been one key. And Balikatan is an exanple where there
are 18, 500-plus troops, 19,000 in the biggest Balikatan
ever, in the way that we've been able to shift capabilities
around to maintain those operations and our exerci ses.

Japan is participating for the first tinme ever in Balikatan,
and that's an exanple of our deepening alliances in our
part nershi ps.

Qur Indo-Pacific allies are stepping up, froma
presence standpoint and the dynam c denonstration of conbat
power. And then we continue to maintain, you know, a deep
reserve of ready-conbat forces, including forces on Japan
and forces in San Diego, forces, in fact, all across the
western United States. You know, |'m not saying that
there's not been, you know, sone | NDOPACOM forces that have
gone and that, you know, it's nothing at all, but we have
been able to account for those forces that are in CENTCOM
And there's no substitute for the conbat experience, those
forces in CENTCOM are conducting. That's an advantage our
woul d- be adversaries do not have.

Senator Peters: Right, right. WlIl, thank you.

General Brunson, followng the war with Iran, the DOD

has wi t hdrawn THAAD M ssil e Defense Systens fromthe Korean
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Peni nsul a, and has repositioned themto the M ddl e East.
Thi s nove was opposed by the Korean governnent, in part,
because they believe that it basically weakened deterrence
agai nst North Korea. So, ny question for you, sir, is how
do you assess the inpact of noving these systens out of the
Korean Peninsula, and the resulting inpact on your deterrent
strategy agai nst North Korea?

General Brunson: Senator, thanks for the question.

W' ve not noved any THAAD systens. So, THAAD still remains
on the Peninsula. Currently, we are sending nunitions
forward, and those are sitting right now waiting to nove.

Senat or Peters: Ckay.

General Brunson: So, there were previous noves where
radars were taken forward. This was in advance of M dni ght
Hammer. Sone of those things have not cone back yet, but
t he THAAD systens thenselves, sir, remain on Peninsul a.

Senator Peters: And you expect themto renmain there?

General Brunson: Sir?

Senator Peters: And you expect themto renmain there?

CGeneral Brunson: Yes, Senator. W noved them around.
| think that's what got into the infornation space --

Senator Peters: Yeah, that's --

CGeneral Brunson: | was dynam cally noving those around
so that | could then sequence theminto OGsan Air Base to

prepare themto nove the nunitions, and that caused a big
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Senator Peters: Well, good. So, then you clarified it
for everybody here today?

CGeneral Brunson: Yes, sir.

Senator Peters: Good. Thank you.

Adm ral Paparo, as you know, the KC-46 refueling tanker
not only strengthens our ability to project power, despite
China's growing threats, but al so the enhances our
i nteroperability with our partner nations as well. So, ny
guestion for you is, given the sheer size of the Indo-
Pacific, how critical are KC46 tankers for enabling these
operations? And with Japan now acquiring KC 46, how does
t hat shared pl atform enhance our operations in the region?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, at a classified level, you'd
be awed by how many mllions of pounds of fuel we nust have
ai rborne during our nost pacing operations in order to
succeed in conflict. | applaud the Air Force's, you know,
accel erated acquisition of KC46, reopening the line, and we
can't go fast enough.

Senator Peters: Geat. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senator Mbody.

Senat or Moody: Thank you, M. Chairman. And Admral,
General, thank you for being here today, and for having so

much energy to get through all of this in one norning.
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guess that's no unique thing in the mlitary. This is ny
first open hearing as a nenber of this conmttee. |It's
certainly an honor, and | amin awe of anyone that signs up
to make this their professional career and dedicate their
lives to this. The oldest boy in our famly is has done
that, and | so respect you, and thank you.

| appreciated also the opportunity to neet with you
personally prior to today, and | hope you know | am here to
support your nen, and wonen, and forces in whatever way you
need. Certainly, it's ny hope that everyone on this
comm ttee comes here with that intention. As | look to the
future of Anerica's mlitary, | know nuch of what we're
trying to do nowis align our mlitary power wth our
I ndustrial and innovation base here at hone. | think you
said that is sonething that we should prioritize and that
noving forward to keep pace wth innovation and technol ogy,
we have to do that.

My question for you is, and | wholly support that, I
see that this our President and this adm nistration has
pl aced an enphasis on that, and has stood ready to support
that. |Is that what you think we nust do to keep pace with
Chi na, and what ranks equal to that in prioritization to do
t hat ?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, | -- you know, | think the

extent to which in the early 1990s is that the defense space
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went into the defense space and | eft sonme of the conmercia
spaces. | think that was a -- | don't want to call it a
strategic error, but it was a strategic accident in the way
that it used to be that commercial and mlitary integration
was a key strength and each fed off of each other. So,
refinding that connection between civilian innovation and
mlitary innovation, | think, is really key and essential in
this changing character of warfare while we neet the
strategic nonent with the changi ng technical environnent,
the technical revolution that we're living in now at this
time. And then having a mlitary that is the nost tech
savvy mlitary in the world is going to be a key conpetitive
advant age.

Senator Moody: In addition to trying to bring
I nnovati on and industrialization back to the honel and, this
adm ni stration, and certainly many of us on this commttee,
al so are eager to see and are val uing nore of our both
formal and informal allies throughout the world, stepping
up, being nore players in ensuring peace and stability
t hroughout the world. | think watching what's happening in
t he theater under your command, | think watching what sone
of our allies and partners are doing in that regi on where
they're responding nore actively asserting sovereignty,
pushi ng back agai nst coercive action, certainly as it

rel ates to Chi na encroaching upon sone territorial waters.
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Are you noticing that happening nore? Do you think there
are things that we can do in Congress or even with your --
within the mlitary to encourage nore of that?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, | do see increasing
cooperation. One of these exanples is Japan's active nenber
participation in Balikatan. The fact that Japan is actively
participating in a Philippine exercise that affirns its
ability to defend itself, this reciprocal access agreenents
that Japan has made with Australia, the grow ng
relationships in every exercise program including with
| ndonesia in Super Garuda Shield in Malaysia with Carrier
Stri ke and Bersama Warrior throughout the theater. W see
t he partnerships nation to nation are grow ng.

Certainly, our role at Indo-Pacific Command is one to
cultivate that, but we're frequently very pleasantly
surprised at the nation-to-nation connections that they're
maki ng in and of thenselves, and rightly so, because each is
a sovereign and each lives in the nei ghborhood, and those
are rel ationshi ps that go back centuri es.

Senator Moody: Thank you so nuch. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chairman Wcker: Admral, thank you for your answer
there. And, Senator Mdody, thank you for directing our

attention to that aspect of what we need to consider. Let

me al so just observe -- welcone to the conmttee, and let ne
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observe that | ooking down the dais, Senator Slotkin, and

| ooki ng down the dais at you, Senator Moody, it seens to ne
that only a nonth or two ago, | was down there at the end of
that dais and here | amin this capacity. So, thank you
very, very much. And with that, | recogni ze Senat or

Sl ot ki n.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you, Chairnman, and wel cone to
Senat or Moody. Happy to have you on the cormmittee. Admral
Papar o, thank you for everything you do. You' re one of our
country's greatest experts on Asia and on China.

"' mthinking about the sunmt that's about to happen in
a nonth, huge sunmt between President Trunp and Xi Jinping.
And |'mhaving -- |'mpersonally struggling with what our
policy and our plan is going into that summt. And just to
review the bidding, we put tariffs on a whole bunch of
things. At one point, we had nore tariffs on Canada than we
did on China. On Ag, China used to be our biggest purchaser
of soybeans, now we're approving billions of dollars to bail
out U S. farners.

Unfair trade practices, which we know China is | egend
for, there's been zero noves made to hold t hem account abl e.
On technol ogy, we've given China our nost sophisticated Al
chi ps, chips that our own Anerican conpani es are desperate
to get their hands on. W' ve picked a fight with Anthropic,

whi ch is our nost advanced Al tools enbedded in DOD systens,
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when we're in the mddle of areally inportant Al race with
China. W've cut plans to inpose sanctions on China for
Salt Typhoon for cyberattack. W've cut research and

devel opnent in our universities while China is surging
ahead. And now, we're headed to the summt.

So, I will admt that | am concerned about what we're
going to offer and get fromthis summt. And in particular,
I"'mfrom M chigan, so we're watching. You know, the
Presi dent cane to Detroit in January and said out loud in
Detroit that, you know, it mght be tinme to all ow Chinese
vehicles to be sold in the United States. A bit of an
eart hquake in ny State.

So, |'ve asked Ceneral Austin this years ago because |
amreally concerned for the national security inplications
of having Chinese vehicles with all the data, and all the
surveillance, and all the caneras, and all the 3D mappi ng,
all that stuff sent back to Beijing. So, I'd just like to
ask you froma security perspective, would you want an
adversarial nation to have high fidelity 3D maps of every
mlitary base and installation in the United States?

Adm ral Paparo: No, Senator, we should do everything
in our power to prevent that.

Senator Slotkin: Wuld you want your adversary -- |'m
just thinking about war planning from being at the Pentagon,

you know, the data we |ike to have on an adversary when we
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do war planning. Wuld you want an adversary to have maps,
3D, high fidelity maps of every power plant, port, highway,
and bridge in Anerica?

Adm ral Paparo: No, Senator, |I'msure they' re working
t owards that.

Senator Slotkin: Wuld you want an adversary be able
to hack cars in the United States and renotely pilot them
from Beijing?

Adm ral Paparo: No, Senator.

Senator Slotkin: Wuld you want an adversary to be
abl e to conduct cyber espionage through any phone, any
Bl uetooth device into a vehicle in the United States?

Adm ral Paparo: Neither a vehicle nor anything el se.

Senator Slotkin: You get nmy point. | nean, | know
this isn't your area of expertise, but I will say, froma
nati onal security perspective, |let al one an econom c
security perspective, we are watching the potential deals
that this President is going to make in that summt wth
deep concern, and it is not m ssed anyone's notice that sone
of the biggest investors in the Chinese firnms are, you know,
bi g Anerican investors, Berkshire Hat haway, big whatever.

And so, we are, we are very concerned that in the
hustl e and bustle to nmake deals, we are going to give away

the farm W' re going to give away security issues here in

the United States. So, | just wanted to get one of our
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Nation's experts on record on the national security
inmplications. | think it's like a driving surveillance
package. | think they are chonping at the bit to get access
to the United States of Anerica and map every corner of this
country, and have geol ocation on every leader in this
country, and | just wanted to raise that to the attention.

We have a bill comng up in NDAA just to ban Chinese
vehicles fromany sensitive mlitary |location as a bare
mninmum But | would say ny first bill in this body was to
ban Chinese cars fromever being sold here, and | pray that
that is not where we are going froma national security
perspective in less than a nonth. So, thank you for your
time, and | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Cotton.

Senator Cotton: Welcone, Admral, Ceneral. Thank you
for being here. And thanks for your service, and the nen
and worren you represent.

Admral, | know there's been a | ot of conversation
t oday about our munitions and the effect that the Iran war
Is having on it. But inreality, it's not just the Iran
war, and that's only lasted for 7 weeks. W' ve been
supporting Ukraine now for 4 years, and sone critics of that
effort had cited the nunitions chall enges we have as well.
But isn't it fair to say that neither Ukraine nor Iran

caused the nmunitions chall enges we have, but rather exposed
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just how brittle our Defense Industrial Base is and why it's
so inmportant to rebuild it rapidly.

Adm ral Paparo: | acknow edge and agree wth you.

It's nost of our problens are our own.

Senator Cotton: So, in a hypothetical world where you
never had Operation Epic Fury, or Mdnight Hammer, or for
that matter, you didn't have Mladimr Putin's second
i nvasi on of Ukraine, it mght not have been exposed, but our

Def ense Industrial Base, especially when it cones to

muni ti ons production, would have still had those underlying
chal l enges. It just m ght not have been focused on quite so
much.

Adm ral Paparo: | agree, Senator.

Senat or Cotton: Thank you.

On Taiwan, | know you tal ked with Senator Shaheen about
their defense budget. There's also the question about
national resolve. What's your -- | nean, that's a hard
thing to judge, and it's nore a question of political
judgnment and statecraft than it is mlitary matters. But

what's your sense as a career mlitary man of Taiwan and

their willingness to go to the mattresses to defend their
nati on?

Adm ral Paparo: | have a great deal of faith in
Taiwan's mlitary-age population's willingness, capability,

and wll to defend thenselves. Oders of nagnitude above
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ot hers.

Senator Cotton: | was going to ask you to nane the
others, but | guess that would be inpolitic, so | won't ask
you to do that.

Adm ral Paparo: Well, what I'll say is that Ukraine
denmonstrated relatively no | ow nunbers in polling pre-
conflict, and they've responded as admrably as a society
can. Taiwan's polling is orders of magnitude above that,
| eading ne to positively assert their willingness to defend
t hensel ves.

Senator Cotton: Just common sense, |ike you don't have
to have access to that kind of data. Just | think common
sense woul d say, if you're sitting in Taiwan and you're a
nmom or dad, and you're worried about your sons or daughters,
future grandma or grandpa, and you | ook at what Conmuni st
Chi na has done, and say, Macau and Hong Kong, once they gain
control of those territories, you wouldn't want themto gain
control of your territory. |Is that correct?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir.

Senator Cotton: Does the mlitary have full and proper
focus on that threat? You know, for us, we're a gl obe-
spanni ng super power, and Bob Gates once testified in this
commttee after he had | eft the Departnent and was probably
a bit nore free to speak, that we have a perfect -- al nost

perfect record of predicting our next war since Vietnam W
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gotten it wong every single tinme, whether it was G enada or
Panama, or lraqgq, the first or second tine, or the Bal kans,
Ukr ai ne, what have you. That's why our mlitary plans for
so many di fferent contingencies, why we have guys up in
Arctic warfare school, or in jungle warfare school, or in
desert warfare school.

Qoviously, if you're Taiwan's mlitary, fromthe tine
you rai se your hand to enlist as a private to the tine
you're the chief of defense, there is one and only one
mlitary contingency that you should be thinking about and
planning for. Does our mlitary have that kind of single-
m nded focus in your assessnent?

Adm ral Paparo: | do see that in their mlitary, and |
think that they're working really hard, and |I'm seeing
success in their building, the kind of operational concepts
that will lead for themto be successful in thwarting an
I nvasi on.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. And, | know, again, you tal ked
Senat or Shaheen about the Defense budget. The |eader of the
opposition recently took a trip to Conmunist China. A
pretty chunmmy trip, if you ask ne. Does that raise concerns
with you? I don't expect you to comrent on the donestic
Internal politics of Taiwan, but about the direction of

def ense spending in the future.
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Adm ral Paparo: | think the proof will be in the
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puddi ng. The passage of the special defense budget will
tell us how committed they are.

Senator Cotton: Al right. Thank you, gentlenen.

Adm ral Paparo: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much, Senator Cotton.
Senat or Rosen.

Senator Rosen: Thank you, Chairman, Ranki ng Menber
Reed, for holding this hearing. O course, Ceneral,

Adm ral, good to see you both. And we just recently were
hosted in your beautiful office, and thank you for that, and
t hank you both for your service to the country.

I know we're focused a lot on China, and | just want to
focus a little bit for a second on their cyber threats. So,
Adm ral Paparo, as you stated in our recent neeting, the
cyber threat |andscape in the Indo-Pacific is increasingly
conplex. China is energing as a significant and evol ving
actor in the cyber domain. So, as we | ook to enhance our
posture and partnerships in the critical region, it's
essential we understand the scope of Chinese activities, and
how we can effectively counter their influence, particularly
when it cones to cyber threats, disinformation ranpant, and
the targeting of infrastructure.

So, Admral, how do you assess the Chinese cyber
threats, their capabilities? How s | NDOPACOM working to

expand your MIl-to-M1| cyber security cooperation with our
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regional allies and partners to defend against, | guess, an
all -of -the-above attack fromthe PRC secretion.

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator Rosen. Cyber is
the first battle, and, in fact, you know, we're engaged in
cyber. The PRC are engaged in cyber operations worl dw de.
And that includes not just Salt Typhoon and Vault Typhoon.
Froma MI-to-M1| standpoint, our essential operations where
exposing the PRC s Penetration of our allies and partners is
really key, and then assisting themin closing those
vul nerabilities. And it's very inportant for the allied
force nmoving forward that we're operating under the
conditions of operational security, and cyber is the biggest
vul nerability on that.

Senat or Rosen: Could you expand on their cyber-enabl ed
di sinformation that they use to sway the regional allies and
shape the South China Sea narrative?

Adm ral Paparo: United front is absolutely unfettered,
and in the way in the United States of Anerica, the
governnent is constrained to the truth and the press is
free. In the PRC, the press is constrained, and the
governnent is free to lie, and they spread |lies about the
United States, about our allies, and partners, and their
political enemes worldw de. They are active, and that's
all over the theater, and, in fact, all over the world.

Senator Rosen: They have a lot to do in that regard.
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" mgoing to ask ny next question to both of you a little
bit about the | NDOPACOM strategy, because the 2026 Nati onal
Defense Strategy renoves the designation of the |Indo-Pacific
as a priority theater, and no longer refers to China as the
paci ng chal | enge, placing increased enphasis on the Wstern
Hem sphere instead. Conpounded with the ongoing mlitary
operations in other theaters, it raises concerns, of course,
that the resources and attention required to naintain
stability in the | NDOPACOM Area of Responsibility, but that
they' re being diverted el sewhere, degrading our U S. and
allies' readiness in the Pacific.

So, I'"'mgoing to ask this, to both of you, for the
short time that | have left, what do you assess the Chinese
and North Koreans are |l earning about the U S mlitary and
our mlitary strategy from Operation Epic Fury. And what
chal | enges does that face for us as we think about the NDAA
and what we have to maybe readjust? For to both of you,
pl ease.

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, |'Il offer that the Nationa
Def ense Strategy notes that deterring China is the second
line of effort right behind defending the honeland. And so,
| will say that the Departnent is focused on a deni al
defense starting at the First Island chain. And the

Department of Defense is focused on deterring Chinese
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aggression. So, |'ll say that, and, you know, our alliances
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and partnerships, these alliances and partnershi ps continue
on a growh trajectory, really across the Indo-Pacific,
I ncl uding North Anmerican and our Canadi an partners. And so,
you know, I'm-- and our operations el sewhere are accounted
for wwth sone entrepreneurial creativity, and foreign now.
You know, | don't see any real cost being inposed on our
ability to deter China. And | -- you know, I'msorry to
take exception with the statenment, but the four pillars of
the NDS, | really do see --

Senator Rosen: | guess ny question was nore -- and
we'll give a noment for General Brunson -- was nore what do
you think as we're in a war right now, our adversaries are

| earni ng about us, our capabilities, and our strategies, and

how wi I | that change the plan? But | only have a few seconds
Adm ral Paparo: |'msorry that --
Senator Rosen: -- so | wanted to give a nonent to

General Brunson.

Chairman Wcker: Go ahead.

General Brunson: M am as we | ook at our friends,
partners, and allies in the region, one of the things that I
think is absolutely noteworthy is where we set. So, you
were just in Korea. W sit right there with our partners,
right there with our ally to be nore exact. And what that

gives us is an opportunity to absolutely denonstrate to them
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every day by our continued involvenent with them settling
di sputes face to face by having our officers inside their
headquarters, planning al ongside themfor the defense of
t hat | and.

And so, | think that you could | ook at the docunent.
You al so don't have the secure or secret annex to that. You
could just take that at its face, but | think our presence
means so nmuch nore. |f you |ook at the triangle of nutual
defense treaties in and around the Pacific, and Japan,
Korea, and the Philippines we're there, and | think that
speaks abundantly and makes abundantly clear what it neans
to us to be allied alongside folk in the region. And we're
a buttress, we're a hedge, a true hedge against the coercion
that's there, because we're paying into the things that are
going on in the region.

Senator Rosen: Thank you.

Adm ral Paparo: Can | have a re-attack on whether --

Senator Rosen: It's up to the chairman, if he'll give
you sone nore --

Adm ral Paparo: -- so | can give the Senator an
answer .

Chai rman Wcker: No, Admral Paparo --

Adm ral Paparo: kay, okay.

85

Chairman Wcker: -- I'mnot going to -- yes, yes, Qo
ahead.
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Adm ral Paparo: Thank you. One, they're inpressed by
t he operational acunen that's being denonstrated by the
Joint Force. Nunmber two, they see the power of Al and
intelligized warfare, as they call it, as a 21st century
advantage. They're right to see that. And then, | think
they see the power of unmanned technol ogy as an i nposer of
costs, and we see the sane thing. And I'mreally sorry for
gi ving you a non-answer when you asked.

Senator Rosen: Oh, no, that's fine. W're just
t hi nki ng about what we have to plan for in this NDAA and
just want to be focused on sone | essons we m ght be | earning
now. Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Rosen, | think you'll agree
that actually the answers from both of these w tnesses have
been very open and candid, and we appreciate that.

Senator Rosen: | do agree. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Banks.

Senat or Banks: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Admral, let's pick up on what you just said. Pick up
fromthere. Can you be nore specific and tal k about how t he
PLA is using artificial intelligence to enhance its mlitary
capability?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir. At this level, | think they

see Al's power froma marketing standpoint. Mss data
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analytics to quickly discern where the target is given the
covari ance anong all the factors that conme into various
sensors. | think they see the power of Al for strategic
deci si on-maki ng, to know the gane that you're playing, to be
able to suss out what an adversary's intentions are. |
think they're right to see that. And whoever masters that

t echnol ogy, and nore inportantly, the adoption of that
capability, is the one that's going to have the offset
advantage in the 21st century.

Senator Banks: Can you neasure what -- do they have an
edge on us? | nean, have you neasured them versus us when
It canme to cones to Al with mlitary capabilities?

Adm ral Paparo: | think the United States has product
superiority in agentic tools and as well as LLMtools. |
think the United States has product superiority in conpute,
whi ch powers those. | think the PRC has got sone key
advant ages in robotics, and we've got to nove faster. And
t hose robotics can be enpl oyed for cheap, at scale kill
capabilities, and we have to increase our ganme on that. And
| think that our lead is a tenuous lead of 6 nonths to 12
nonths at the nost. And we've got to maintain and advance
that lead with an enphasis on data, on conpute, on
application, including Al application, and nost inportantly,
on human adopti on.

Senator Banks: So, that's really concerning,
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especially com ng fromyou, because no one in the world
understands all of this stuff and how inportant it is than
you do. And | take it fromthat, that you would agree that
Al is a dual-use technology that enables mlitary power?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir, | do.

Senator Banks: How big of a strategic advantage is it
for the U S. to have nore and better high-end ships than
Chi na does to devel op our Al?

Adm ral Paparo: This is at the heart of conpute. High
end chi ps enabl e fast conpute at |ower sources of energy at
greater volumes. High end chips is More's Law personifi ed,
and having that advantage is an absolute critical pillar of
t hose capabilities.

Senat or Banks: Maybe dial this down for us and explain
alittle bit nore why that's the case.

Adm ral Paparo: You know, the conplexity, the short
di stance of conpute in the exchange of el ectrons makes our

chips faster, able to conpute nore data faster at |ower

energy levels. It increases the efficiency of our
conputers. |t enables us to conpute faster, and at higher
vol unmes, and at |ower energy requirenents. It's a key

critical advantage that along with data and then the
software and firmnvare applications that pile on top of it.
We've got to maintain our |ead on that, including our Al

tools, both our |arge |anguage nodel s and our agentic nodels
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at frontier Al.

Senator Banks: So, take that a step further. Wat
woul d happen if our advantage was eroded by the Chinese
getting access to advanced chips that they otherw se don't
have access to, that they can't produce donestically? How
woul d that inpact us, mlitarily in this Al conpetition that
we have wi th China?

Adm ral Paparo: Increasing with Al, the ability to
conpute better and faster is the ability to think better and
faster. And every other formof warfare, whether it is
drone warfare, mssile warfare, all of those forns of
warfare are commoditized. And so, the overarching factor
around all of it is conpute and deci sion superiority.
That's the conbination of our ability to conpute and the
ability of our ability to adapt.

Senat or Banks: | want to be really clear about this.
If the PLA has access to nore advanced Al, it would likely
I nprove its warfighting capabilities, as you just said, at
t he expense of American service nenbers --

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Banks: -- in the event of a conflict.

Adm ral Paparo: | associate nyself directly with that
comment. Not |ikely, undoubtedly.

Senat or Banks: Yeah. Thank you. Thank you, again,

for being candid, and for your |eadership, and all that.

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

General , thank you for your service as well. | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: And, thank you, Senator Banks, for
that Iine of questioning. | want to thank both of our
w tnesses. And also, | want to thank the team of servicenen
and civilian | eadership seated behind you for their service
to our country.

This has been a very good hearing. Feel free and feel
encouraged to suppl emrent your answers on the record, if you
so choose. And | think we will ask for questions for the
record to be due within 2 business days of the concl usion of
this hearing, which occurs right now

[The information referred to follows:]

[ COMM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman Wcker: W are adjourned.

[ Wher eupon,
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at 11:47 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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