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HEARI NG TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ON OF PAUL J. LaCAMERA,
USA, FOR REAPPO NTMENT TO THE GRADE OF GENERAL
AND TO BE COVWANDER, UNI TED NATI ONS COVMAND/ COVBI NED FORCES

COVMANDY UNI TED STATES FORCES KOREA

Tuesday, May 28, 2021

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chai rman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [presiding],
Shaheen, G Ilibrand, Blunmenthal, H rono, Kaine, King,
Peters, Manchin, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, I|Inhofe, Wcker,

Fi scher, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Tillis, Sullivan, Scott,

Bl ackburn, Hawl ey, and Tuberville.
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1 OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM

2 RHODE | SLAND

3 Chairman Reed: | would like to call the hearing to
4  order.
5 Good norning. The commttee neets this norning to

6 consi der the nom nation of General Paul LaCanmera to be the
7 next Conmander of U.S. Forces Korea, United National

8 Conmmand, and the Republic of Korea-United States Conbined

9 Forces Command. Ceneral, | thank you for your continued
10 service and willingness to lead in this very inportant
11  position. | want to welcone your wife, Theresa, brother,

12 M chael , your son, Jack, your daughter-in-law, Amanda, and
13 your nephew, Mtchell. W thank themfor their continued

14  support of your service to our nation over many, many years.
15 Your career spans nearly 36 years, w th distinguished
16 service across nultiple theaters and command experience at
17 all levels. You have nost recently served as the Commandi ng
18 Ceneral of U S. Arny Pacific, an experience that wll serve
19 vyou well in this new role.

20 North Korea has vexed U. S. adm nistrations for decades.
21  Maintaining peace and stability on the Korean Peninsul a nust
22 remain a priority for the Departnent of Defense, though

23 solving the | ong-termchall enges posed by North Korea w ||
24 require all elenents of national power.

25 According to the 2021 gl obal threat assessnent provided
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1 by the Director of National Intelligence, the intelligence
2 comunity assesses that North Korean | eader KimJong Un

3 views nuclear weapons as "the ultinmate deterrent against

4 foreign intervention," and, over tinme, intends to gain

5 "international acceptance and respect as a nucl ear power."
6 The assessnent al so maintains that Kim Jong Un probably

7 "does not view the current |level of pressure on his regine
8 as enough to require a fundanental change in its approach.”
9 The Biden adm nistration recently conpleted an

10 interagency review of our nation's policy towards North

11 Korea. The ultimate goal of U S. policy remains the

12 denucl eari zati on of the Korean Peninsul a, but senior

13 adm nistration officials have explained that "we are not

14 seeking a grand bargain or an all-or-nothing approach."

15 Instead, the adm nistration intends to pursue "a cali brated,
16 practical approach to diplomacy with the North with the goal
17 of elimnating the threat to the United States."

18 This approach will require smart and firm engagenent
19 wth the North Koreans, but, nore inportantly, it requires
20 coordination with our allies and partners in the region,

21  none nore so than South Korea and Japan. The Biden

22 admnistration has already invested significant tinme and

23 attention to our relationships with both Japan and South

24 Korea in an effort to foster greater trilateral cooperation

25 and coordi nation on this i ssue and ot her issues of nutual
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1 concern. | would note that the President has al ready hosted
2 Japanese Prinme M nster Suga |ast nonth, and South Korean

3 President Moon is set to visit later this week.

4 China also has a role to play in addressing our nutual
5 concerns about North Korea, though it nust decide what role
6 it wants to play. According to recent testinony by the

7 Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, China w |

8 likely continue to balance international sanctions

9 enforcenent with its overall objective of maintaining

10 stability in North Korea.

11 CGeneral LaCanera, | hope you will offer your views on
12 the partnership between the U S., Japan, South Korea, and
13 other regional partners in addressing North Korea's

14 destabilizing activity and to what extent you believe there
15 are opportunities to nore actively engage with China on

16 these issues.

17 As you know, the one key factor that makes the United
18 States mlitary the greatest in the world is its people.

19 Qur troops and their famlies around the gl obe serve with
20 remarkabl e sel fl essness, and those in Korea bear the burden
21 of service far fromhonme as heavily as any. This has been
22 especially true during the past year, as Korea was an early
23 epicenter of the pandem c and has remai ned particularly

24 isolated ever since. Leading our uniformed personnel and

25 their famlies on the peninsula while ensuring that their
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1 needs are nmet will be a trenendous responsibility.

2 Lastly, the highest priority of any mlitary commander
3 is ensuring the readiness of the forces under their command
4 to performtheir mssion. | hope you will share your views

5 on how U. S. Forces-Korea can maintain readi ness through

6 training and exercises with their South Korean counterparts

7 while avoi ding m sconmuni cation or an unintentiona

8 escalation in tensions with the North.

9 General, if confirmed, you will lead U S. Forces-Korea
10 at an incredibly consequential tinme. W thank you again for
11 your continued willingness to serve, and |l et ne now
12 recogni ze the ranki ng nenber, Senator |nhofe.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U.S. SENATOR FROM
OKLAHOVA

Senat or I nhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. First of
all, Ceneral LaCanera, we thank you for all of your service,
and | enjoyed neeting your famly, and | amglad they are
here today so they know what you are going to be undergoing,
and the great job that you are going to be doing.

Since its release, this commttee has used the 2018
Nat i onal Defense Strategy and the biparti san NDS Conm ssi on
report, the blue book, as the blueprint for our defense
wor k. Since 2018, | have been asking every senior defense
official, both mlitary and civilian, whether the 2018 NDS
Is still accurate and relevant, and inportant work, and
every one of them has confirned that it provides a solid
foundation and priorities to hel p them advance our nationa
mlitary interests. They told us that it accurately
reflects the strategic environnment and, if anything, the
threats have gotten worse. General LaCanera, | wll be
interested in your views.

One area we see things getting worse fast is in
Af ghani stan. This last week a girl's school in Kabul was
bonbed, and the |lives of our Afghan translators, who help
protect our troops, wll be in nuch greater danger after our
troops leave. This is, in part, because we abandoned the

condi tions-based approach that Congress has supported for
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the | ast decade. Instead, unfortunately, the Biden

adm ni stration has adopted a cal endar-based approach that
trades real security for politics. | fear that we are
seeing only the beginning of an energi ng humani tari an

di saster in Afghanistan.

General LaCanera, | understand from our discussion in
ny office that Korea, we have another situation that can
ei ther be condition-based or cal endar-based, and that is the
transfer of wartine operational control. | look forward to
your Vviews on that.

Adm ral Aquilino, who is the new Conmander of | NDOPACOM
as of 30 April, told the conmttee just recently that the
United States and Republic of Korea Alliance is iron-clad
and it serves as a linchpin for peace and security in the
Korean peninsula, and | totally agree.

As | said |last week on the floor of the Senate, a
strong mlitary is the foundation of our alliances, and, in
fact, a strong mlitary enables us to have strong alli ances,
and as we see threats to our nation get worse, we need both,
not one or the other.

So | look forward to your testinony today and working
with you in the future.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chairman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator [ nhofe.

General LaCanera, please, your testinony.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL PAUL J. LaCAMERA, COVIVANDER
UNI TED NATI ONS COMVAND/ COVBI NED FORCES COVVAND/ UNI TED
STATES FORCES KOREA

CGeneral LaCanera: Thank you, M. Chairman. Chairnman
Reed, Ranki ng Menber |nhofe, and distingui shed nenbers of
the Senate Arned Services Comrittee, | amtruly honored to
appear before you today, and thank you for the opportunity
to testify, and nore inportantly, if confirnmed, to continue
nmy service |eading Arerica' s nbst precious resource. | want
to thank President Biden for nomnating ne to serve as the
Commander, United Nations Conmmand, Conbi ned Forces Conmmand,
and the United States Forces Korea. Additionally, to
Secretary Austin and CGeneral MIley for their confidence in
recommending ne to the opportunity to continue to serve our
nation.

There are too many people to thank for what brought ne
here today, but there are a select few without their support
not only would I not be here, it would not be worth it. |
am joi ned here today by Theresa, ny wife of over 35 years.
She is the nother of our four wonderful children and
grandnot her of two. An Arny brat, US. Mlitary Acadeny
graduate, and Arny veteran, Theresa is the heart and soul of
this operation, our true north, ny strength, and the one
exercising civilian control of the mlitary.

My son, Jack, a Navy veteran, now pastor, and his w fe,
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Amanda, who recently becane a U. S. citizen, join nme here
today. | have three daughters: Brianna and her husband,
John; Katie, and fiancé, Brandon; and Maggie are here in
spirit, and | have no doubt they will watch and provide
feedback as required. | amextrenely proud of the adults
t hat they have becone.

Representing our extended famly are ny sisters, Trace
and Caroline, ny brother, Mchael, and his son, Mtchell. |
amgrateful for their trenmendous support over the many
years, especially during conbat depl oynents.

In our famlies there are too nmany peopl e and veterans
fromWorld War | through Vietnamto our current fights, to
personal ly thank for their service and for their support and
selfless service. But | would like to recogni ze ny sister,
Trace, also a Mlitary Acadeny graduate, a retired Arny
officer, and her | ate husband, Major General Bannister, for
their al nost 60 years of total service, in peace and in war.

Most inportantly, thanks to nmy parents, ny nother,
Loretta, and ny late father, John, whose | ove and support,
along with the values and discipline they instilled in ne,
made ne who | am They were ny first teachers of |eadership
by exanpl e.

Final recognition goes to sone of ny personal staff
here with us. Wthout their dedication and professionalism

along with countl ess others through the years, | would not
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be here. It is an honor to serve with them every day.

Today the danger and conplexity across the gl obe have
only increased. In the Departnent of Defense, China is our
pacing threat. Having spent the |ast 19 nonths as Conmmander
of the U S Arny Pacific | amaware of the chall enges
i nvol ved with conpetition and shaping the environnent to
prevent crisis fromescalating into conflict. | recognize
the need to maintain readi ness, not just for conflict but
for conpetition, and to conpete daily. Being ready to fight
t oni ght means nmi ntaining capability and creating tinme and
space to enable the diplomatic process, preserving options
for | eaders.

| am aware of the nobst sacred trust given to ne to
prepare our servicenenbers to fight and win in the nost
dangerous piece of ground, the last 100 neters. This
remains a critical period in Northeast Asia and in Korea, as
we face persistent challenges with the devel opnent of
nucl ear | and advanced m ssil e systens, cyber capabilities,
asymmetric and mlitary technologies. The foundations for
success is a strong and effective integrated deterrent
posture that brings to bear the unique capabilities and
capacity of the entire joint, interagency, and conbi ned
conmuni ty.

If confirmed, | intend to capitalize on the trust built

wWth senior mlitary |leaders in the region while conmandi ng

10
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US. Arny Pacific, maintaining the trust of ascending states
and ny interagency coll eagues, and nost inportantly, build
on the trust and bonds forged with national treasure over
second decades with our Korean allies.

As ny predecessors have done, | endorse the four
| ongst andi ng United Nati ons Command, Conbi ned Forces
Command, and United States Korea priorities: sustaining and
strengthening the alliance, maintaining the arm stice,
transformng the alliance, and sustaining the force. These
priorities remain relevant, but if confirned, as any
i ncom ng commander does, | w Il nmake adjustnents based on
new facts, changes in the environnent, and putting gui dance
fromny | eadership and RCK partners, and ny own observations
to keep our alliance iron-clad. | wll keep this commttee
I nf or med.

Kat chi Kapshida. W go together. The ROK-U. S
alliance remains the cornerstone of stability and security
I n Northeast Asia, and that partnership continues to grow
t hrough econom c cooperation, mtigating threats to regi onal
stability, and fulfilling our conmtnents to allies and
partners in the region.

Finally, I would like to recognize General "Abe" Abrans
and his wfe, Connie, for not only their |eadership on the
Korean Peninsula but also their |lifetinme of dedicated

service to our nation. | wish themwell in their next

11
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chapt er.

| am deeply honored for this opportunity to conmand one
of the nost vital regions of the planet. Thank you for
considering ny nomnation, and | |ook forward to any
questions you may have.

[ The prepared statenent of Ceneral LaCanera follows:]

[ COMM TTEE | NSERT]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nmuch, General. As is
customary, there is a series of questions which each nom nee
must respond to. Please respond to the questions as | ask
t hem

Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

General LaCanera: Yes, Chairman, | have.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outconme of the
confirmati on process?

General LaCanera: No, | have not.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversi ght responsibilities makes it inportant that this
commttee, its subconmttees, and ot her appropriate
committees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirmed, to
appear and testify before this commttee, when requested?

General LaCanera: Yes, Chairman, | do.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree, when asked before this
comrittee, to give your personal views, even if your views
differ fromthe adm nistration?

General LaCanera: Yes, Chairman, | do.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,

docunents, and el ectronic communications in a tinely manner

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or
ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult
with the requestor regarding the basis for any good-faith
delay or denial in providing such records?

General LaCanera: Yes, Chairman, | do.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other informtion,
including tinmely reporting to hearing questions for the
record?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Chairman, | wll.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

General LaCanera: Yes, Chairman, | wll.

Chairman Reed: WIIl those witnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

General LaCanera: Yes, they wll.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much

Well, General, | wll say |I have had the privil ege of
knowi ng you since you were a |ieutenant col onel, conmandi ng
a battalion in conbat, and you have had an i npressive career
wth selfless dedication to the country, and an extrenely
aggressive attitude of protecting the soldiers that serve

underneath you, and | conplinment you for both of those

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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activities.

Your new assignnment in Korea is going to be a

significant challenge -- | think you recognize that -- and |
believe you are well prepared for it. One of the things
t hat has been happeni ng over the |ast several years, because
of political dynam cs, has been the curtailing of training,
particularly operational training with troops in the field.
I n your opinion, how should we bal ance the need to maintain
readi ness for our forces, which I assune include |arge-scale
exercises with our efforts to engage North Korea, and do you
bel i eve we are striking the right bal ance?

General LaCanera: Chairnman, | believe | know General

Abrans uses size, scope, volume, and timng right now |

will take a look at that. |In ny current previous, and in
previ ous positions, | have used, you know, live, virtual,
and constructive. | think as we trade spaces we give up

certain things, turning those dials on live, virtual, and
constructive training to make sure that we can train at the
right levels, to make sure that, you know, fromthe squad
| eader on up to the general officers, understand what they
can do.

Soif we can't do it live, that is obviously the gold
standard, | will continue to work, if confirmed, to do it
virtual and constructive, to nmake sure that we are neeting

the standards and ready to fight tonight.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Chairman Reed: Are there limtations in termnms of
access to training ranges and airspace, in your view right
now?

General LaCanera: Yes, M. Chairman. Currently right
now, in ny current position we are bringing Apache pilots
off the Peninsula to train back in the United States, based
on limtations wth training, training ranges.

Chai rman Reed: And are you prepared to open up that
| ssue again with your South Korean counterparts, and see if
we can mnimze that?

General LaCanera: Yes, M. Chairman. Every tine |
neet with the ROK CONGEN in Honolulu, and | just recently
met with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of the ROK
mlitary, and we had this discussion.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. |In March, the United States
and South Korea agreed to a new 6-year Special Measures
Agreenent that increases South Korea's contribution to the
course of stationing U S. forces in the country by
approxi mtely 14 percent, and negoti ations over this
agreenent, as you know, were a significant irritant over the
| ast several years. Do you support the new Special Measures
Agr eenent ?

Ceneral LaCanera: | do, M. Chairman, waiting on the
ratification by the Koreans.

Chai rman Reed: Are the ways, outside of the Speci al

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Measures Agreenent, that South Korea provides support to
U S forces in the country? Again, ny perception of sone of
the [inaudible] was it was just reduced sinple to, you know,
you have got to pay us noney, not other contributions that
the South Koreans made. Can you cite sonme of those

contri butions?

General LaCanera: Yes, M. Chairman. GCeneral Abrans
has noved his headquarters. They are in the process of
novi ng his headquarters down to Canp Hunphreys. The
construction, the housing, and the buildings that are
housi ng our sol diers, the barracks, headquarters, et cetera,
were built by the Republic of Korea. That is one exanple.

Chairman Reed: And there are others, | presune, too.

General LaCanera: Yes, there are.

Chai rman Reed: Just ny final question is just a brief
view of the security situation on the Peninsul a.

General LaCanera: M. Chairman, | nean, it appears
qui et, given all the other things that are going on. But |
have no doubt that the adversaries to the north are -- you
know, he is trying to preserve his country and he is trying
to preserve his legacy. So | think General Abrans, and, if
confirmed, one of the things | wll have to nonitor is his
conbat capabilities, both conventional nuclear and
unconventional, that pose a threat to our m ssion.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much. Again, thank you

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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for your distinguished service, and thank you to your famly
for being wth you every nonent. Thank you.

Senat or | nhofe, please.

Senator Inhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. | nentioned
I n ny opening statenent the NDS, and | am going to quote
now, keeping in mnd that this was actually in print in
2018. (Quote, "North Korea seeks to guarantee regine
survival and increase | everage by seeking a m xture of
nucl ear, biological, chem cal, convention, and non-
conventional weapons and a growing ballistic mssile
capacity to gain coercive influence over South Korea, Japan,
and the United States.” Now that was in 2018. And when
asked the NDS accurately assesses the current strategic
environnent in the | NDOPACOM the new commander, Admral
Aqui I ino, said, quote, "The 2018 NDS provides a candid

assessnent of the strategic environnent," and | take that as
a yes.

Ceneral LaCanera, do you agree that the 2018 NDS
accurately assesses the environnment with North Korea and
sets the right priorities for our national security?

General LaCanera: Senator, | do. However, as you
know, there are other things that happen in other conbatant
commands, and if confirmed, ny responsibility will be to

make sure that as things happen and resources are nodified,

that | will have to identify the risk and have that
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conversation with nmy boss on where that risk is and who is
going to buy it.

Senat or I nhofe: Qur chairman brought up the idea about
t he concern that | have had all the tinme, about the training
limtations, and you answered the question. But which way
is that trend line going? Are we going to be able to handle
those limtations that are quite obvi ous now?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. W currently have,
but as tinme goes on, you know, | will, if confirned,
continue to nonitor to make sure that we stay within the
band of excellence of readi ness, and then have candid
conversations with my ROK counterparts on naking sure that
we can train.

My concern isn't just for U S forces. If we are
havi ng chal | enges, one of the things, if confirnmed, | wll
be | ooking into is how does it inpact others' ability to
train, and where does that put the m ssion at risk.

Senat or I nhofe: Yeah, and that has been our concern.

| had one | ast question. South Korean President Mbon
wants to accelerate the transfer of wartime operationa
control to a bi-national conmand | ed by a South Korean
general with a U S. deputy. The current arrangenent is that
in the event of war, South Korean sol diers would be under
t he bi-national command led by a U S. general. In your

opi nion, should transfer of wartine operational control to a

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Sout h Korean-1ed comand be condition based or cal endar
based, and why?

CGeneral LaCanera: Senator, the conditions-based OPCOM
transfer should remain. It is bilaterally agreed upon, and
| believe that it should remain as a conditions-based
approach. And we need to be prepared to respond. The
agreenent, ny assunption is that as they canme to this
bi | ateral agreenent they analyzed, identified the risks, and
this was the best way to reduce that risk, and | support it.

Senator Inhofe: Well, | think nost of us support the
condition based, and this is sonething that has worked in
t he past.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator |nhofe. Now | would
|ike to recognize, via Wbex, Senator Gllibrand -- excuse
me, via Webex, Senator Hirono.

Senator Hi rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you,
General, for your service as Conmander of U S. Arny Pacific.
You have been doing a good job there, and | suspect that
your confirmation will enable you to do a good job in your
new posi tion.

As a part of ny responsibility, with all the conmmttees
that | sit on, | ask the followng two initial questions,
which I will ask of you.

Si nce you becane a | egal adult, have you ever made
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unwant ed requests for sexual favors or commtted any verba
or physical harassnent or assault of a sexual nature?

General LaCanera: No, Senator, | have not.

Senator H rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenment related to this kind of conduct?

General LaCanmera: No, Senator, | have not.

Senator H rono: Ceneral, the 2019 Mssile Defense
Revi ew i dentified the Honel and Defense Radar Hawaii, HDRH,
as a requirenent for deterring and discrimnating against
i nbound m ssile threats froman increasingly capable North
Korea. Congress appropriated $133 million for fiscal year
2021 to keep its devel opnent on track.

CGeneral, do you consider HDRH as a part of the region's
| ayered m ssile defense systemto protect Hawaii and the
Lower 48 fromlong-range mssiles from Korea, especially in
| ight of North Korea recently warning of an inpending, and I
guote, "crisis beyond control"?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, | do. | believe that
it is part of a nulti-echelon, many capabilities approach to
defendi ng not only Hawaii but the Lower 48, and Al aska.

Senator H rono: Thank you. 1In a recent report, a
group of experts opined that U S. -ROK alliance continues to
serve as an essential tool for pursuing nmutual interests in
Nort heast Asia and beyond. This was echoed in a statenent

made by Secretary of State Blinken in a speech at the U S
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Enbassy in the Republic of Korea, in which he said, "W nust
weave together broader coalitions of allies and partners
because the nore countries with conplenentary strengths and
capacities that can unit to achi eve shared goals, the
better, and there is clear benefit to strong alliances in
the region, and it will be inportant to continue to build on
the existing relationships as well as devel op new ones."

And | know that you stated that you wanted to make sure
that we create the space for diplomacy. | conpletely agree
wi th you.

| aminterested in how you would incorporate
initiatives to bring together allies in the region to
achi eve shared goals. Specifically, if confirnmed, how woul d
you continue to develop relationships in the region to build
greater coll aborations between U. S. forces and our allies?

Ceneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator, thank you. As stated
i n ny opening statenent, you know, | have been able to build
trust wwth our partners and allies in the region, as the
US. Arny Pacific Conmander, and | will continue to use that
trust built. And in wearing one of ny hats as the U N
Commander, | believe there are opportunities there.

| have had engagenents, both bilateral with the
Republic of Korea, and then just recently, | know Genera
MIley had a face-to-face neeting with both Japanese CHOD

and the Republic of Korea CHOD. And so using our partners

22
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and allies in the region, I will look for those
opportunities and work wi th | NDOPACOM goi ng forward.

Senator H rono: Especially, | think we need to do what
we can to inprove the Japan-ROK rel ationship, because there
are historical reasons why this relationship between those
two countries, two inportant allies for us, is not what |
hope it could be. But, if confirnmed, do you see a role that
you could play in strengthening the trilateral -- that would
be Japan, South Korea, and U S. -- and the Japan- Sout h Korea
rel ati onshi p, and what woul d you do, specifically, to foster

t hat conmmuni cation and rel ati onshi p between South Korea and

Japan?
General LaCanmera: Senator, | would build on the things
that we have already done. | have already had engagenents

in ny current position to talk nulti-domin operations and
cross-domai n operations with the Koreans and with the
Japanese, and | would seek other opportunities going
forward, whether in theater or back in the continental
United States, those nultilateral training opportunities at
our great training ranges that we have in the U S

Senator H rono: Ceneral, generally | would say that
the ml-to-ml relationship anong the trilateral countries,
that is a -- naybe the word is not "easier," but that
relationship is stronger than the di plomatic one. So would

you be working closely with Secretary Blinken to have nore
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of a whol e-of -government approach to fostering better
rel ati ons between the South Koreans and Japanese?

Ceneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. M/ experience as the
Chief Oficer of Security Cooperation, as part of a country
team | look forward to working the chargé and with mmy other
I nt eragency col |l eagues to continue to nove forward over.

Senator Hrono: M. Chairman, | think ny tinme is up.
| amnot sure. Is it?

Chai rman Reed: Yes, ma' am

Senator H rono: Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono. Now | would
| i ke to recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Fischer.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. General,
could you tal k about the inportance of our nuclear
deterrence conmtnents to the U S. -ROK alliance and the
val ue of bonber overflight mssions in terns of deterring
adversaries, and al so reassuring our allies?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. The bonber overflight
m ssions are part of the nuclear triad, and | think it is
one way that, using all three and not just the nucl ear but
t he conventional deterrents, that is extrenely inportant to
denonstrate our commtment to the alliance on the Peninsul a.

Senator Fischer: And what do our allies think of that?

Have you had conversations with thenf

General LaCanera: | have not. Senator, | have not
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specifically, in ny current position, had any conversations
di scussing nucl ear deterrence with our partners and alli es.
Senat or Fischer: Thank you. |In recent years we have
seen significant additional investnment, and that has been
made to i nprove our mssile defenses on the Peninsul a and
address shortfalls in nunitions and ISR Wat is your
assessnent of the progress that has been nade, and are there
ot her capability gaps that concern you at this point?
General LaCanera: Senator, | know that General Abrans
focuses a lot on force protection. | think early warning
systens are extrenely inportant. CA4ISR is extrenely

I nportant on the early warning and then the focusing on the

training and readiness. |If confirmed, | |look forward to
getting over there. | have a good understandi ng of the Arny
position. Wlat | lack is the true visibility on the

remai ning part of the Joint Force.

Senator Fischer: Fromwhat you know at this point, do
you think that there is sufficient ISR on the Peninsul a?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator Fischer: | would Iike to get sonme of your
| npressions on the 1251 Report. The report's primary
purpose is to enhance capabilities necessary to deter China,
and | assune many of its investnents would al so enhance
deterrence on the Korean Peninsula. Wuld you discuss the

i nterrel ationships there and what el enents you see as having
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particul ar application to inproving deterrence towards North
Kor ea?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. | think
oversinplification of China's role on the Peninsula and in
the region may get us in trouble. | think they play a role
in both the North and the South. China uses all the
el ements of national power -- diplomatic, information,
mlitary, economc. They have used it successfully in
putting pressure on our ROK allies. And | think, based on
ny previous coment of working with ny interagency
coll eagues, it is extrenely inportant for ne to understand
the levers that they are pulling, because I don't think it
IS necessarily going to be a mlitary that will have inpact
on the security situation.

Senator Fischer: And ny |last question would be that |
know that U S. Forces Korea has established sone uni que
partnerships with industry and acadeni a and i nnovati on hubs
Wi thin the DoD enterprise, such as DI Ux and DARPA. \What are
your view on the tools that are available to commanders to
devel op and field these innovative solutions to energent
problems within the AOR, and do you see these partnerships
continuing to play a significant role?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. | think we al so need
to use all elenments in national power, and | wll operate

wthin the ethics rules to ensure that we mai ntain those
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conversations, we are thinking about things differently, and
we are |ooking at nultiple ways to confront the threats on
t he Peni nsul a.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, General. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Now let ne
recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator GIIlibrand.

Senator Gllibrand: | was really glad to see your
dedi cation to di plomacy on the Korean Peninsula, and we all
agree it is the route we should be pursuing for a safer
Kor ean Peninsul a and Pacific region.

O course, as often the case wth diplomacy, the devil
is in the details. Do you have a position on whether we
shoul d be pursuing a | arge-scale, conprehensive deal with
North Korea, or if we should seek increnental agreenents
that | ead us towards denucl earization?

General LaCanera: Senator, | believe that that is
really between the Secretary of State, and if asked, | wll
provide ny best mlitary advice to the Secretary of Defense
and the | NDOPACOM Commander as we go forward.

Senator Gllibrand: But you don't have any advice or
gui dance right now.

CGeneral LaCanera: Not at this tine. No, Senator.

Senator Gllibrand: So it is been a few years since

t he Sony hack and North Korea's ransom of Sony's
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intell ectual property. Your testinony indicates North Korea
should still be considered a significant cyber threat. In
the | ast few nonths, we have seen attacks that have nmade
Sony's hack pale in conparison. Your witten testinony

I ndi cates that North Korea continues to be a significant
cyber threat. Do you believe you will have adequate cyber
resources to counter these threats, and if not, do | have
your conmtnent to | et Congress know what resources are

| acki ng and how we can fix it?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. In part of ny
preparation for testinony | believe we have what we need,
but if confirnmed, | |look forward to getting on the ground
and identifying what those issues are, and yes, | wll
provide this commttee the infornmation.

Senator Gllibrand: Unfortunately, President Trunp's
negoti ati ons were unsuccessful after sone encouragi ng signs
in 2018. One of the chips he gave up was our training
exercises with ROK troops. Since 2018, our |arge-scale
t heat er exerci ses have been held virtually. Due to the
pandem c, those exercises were virtual again this year.
However, President Biden has indicated that next year's
exercise may be in person. Do you have any position on the
| nportance of these exercises generally, and whether or not
t hey should be virtual or in person? The ROK conscription

forces are usually for a termof less than 2 years. Does

28
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1 this set up a dynam c where m ssing even one year's worth of
2 exercises set back our readiness, and if not, should we view
3 this as a potential option for cost saving?

4 CGeneral LaCanera: Senator, you know, | know Cenera

5 Abranms and team and as part of U S. Arny Pacific, we did

6 participate in CCPT. One, if confirnmed, | will get the

7 opportunity potentially to exercise that, and that wll give
8 nme a good understanding of just where they are in the

9 process.

10 To your comrent on the conscription and the turnover at
11 the lower level, if confirned, | look forward to getting on
12 the ground and just seeing what their troop capabilities

13 are. W have turnover in our formation. Focusing on the

14 basic threat at our tactical levels is extrenely inportant.
15 So | think it is really a multiple-layered question when you
16 talk tactical |evel and operational |evel, which wll be the
17 focus at the general officer staff level. But | |ook

18 forward to seeing where they sit when it cones to the

19 tactical |evel.

20 Senator G llibrand: Thank you. Thank you, M.

21 Chai r man.

22 Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senat or

23 Gllibrand. Now let ne recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator

24  Rounds.

25 Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ceneral,
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first of all, thank you for your many years of service to
our country and for agreeing to continue that service as
Commander of USFK.

Ceneral, as we discussed during our call |ast week, an
I ssue that concerns ne is the recent talk about a potentia
reversal of U S. land mne policy. | amcurious about how
you see this issue, and woul d appreciate you di scussing the
precautions our field commanders take, our usage of self-
destruct and self-deactivate technol ogy, and how a change in
policy would i npact our deterrence efforts and our ability
to wn on the battlefield in Korea.

Ceneral LaCanera: Thank you, Senator, for the
conversation the other day. The land mnes, | nean, | don't
know t he exact nunber but | know that the Demlitarized Zone
is protected by land mnes. And as we discussed in our
phone conversation, |and m nes w thout observation and
coordi nated with sone kind of overwatch, you know, does
create hazards. It will allow the eneny to penetrate if
t hey coul d breach through, but also, as discussed, it
provi des an opportunity -- it puts the local civilian
popul ati on at ri sk.

It is a very integrated defense right now If
confirnmed, a change in policy would create risks that |
woul d have to conme back and identify how we would mtigate

It In other ways.
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Senat or Rounds: Thank you, sir. | would also |like you
to talk a bit about |ogistics, the distance involved and
rearm ng and mai ntaining, and the possibility that if the
wor st happens in Korea you nmay be in conpetition for
resources wth another theater of operations. Can you talk
alittle bit about the seriousness of this and what the
different possibilities are that we may very well face with
regard to the | ogistical challenges?

Ceneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. In ny current
position as the Conmander of the U S. Arny Pacific, one of
ny responsibilities is to set the theater. W spent a |ot
of tinme and effort tal king about sustainnent, but | would
argue that it is not just set the theater when it cones to
sust ai nnent, and nmedi cal as a subset of that, but the other
warfighting functions of intelligence, fires, et cetera,
goi ng forward.

So | have a very good working know edge of what that
Is. M eighth theater of support conmander has nmade great
inroads in that piece. | do recognize there will be
conpetition with others, but | also recognize that there is
capability not just on the Peninsula but in Asia, and we
have to | ook at other ways of how we woul d get our
resupplies, our logistics.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. And, M. Chairman, | am

pretty close to ny tine. | wll yield back at this tine.
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Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator Rounds.
Now | et ne recogni ze Senat or Kai ne, please.

Senat or Kaine: M. Chair, Ranking Menber |nhofe, and
General, | look forward to working with you. | have been on
the commttee for 9 years, and discussi ons about Korea kind
of have a G oundhog Day sensibility about them W see the
cycles of provocation by North Korea, we get engaged,
provocations kind of abate, and then it seens like if we
turn our attention el sewhere, alnost as if to get our
attention provocations ratchet back up.

And | have been thinking about President Mon's visit
to President Biden, and just thinking about would there be a
way to kind of break out of the cul-de-sac that we are in.
So et nme throw an unusual idea on the table, that m ght
have been considered, but then | want to ask your mlitary
opi ni on about the mlitary dinensions of it.

The arm stice to end the Korean War was entered into in
July of 1953, between China, the U S., and North Korea.
South Korea did not sign the armstice. It was a cessation
of hostilities, and the idea was that there would then be
the negotiation of a peace treaty. That has never happened.
So we are nearly 70 years past the armstice in a cease-fire
but wi thout a peace treaty.

North Korea uses that, that there has never been a
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peace deal, and South Korea didn't sign the arm stice, and
there are troops amassed on our border. They use that to
sort of create a nythology in North Korea about the need to
be overly mlitarized, because the war could start again any
m nute. There is not a peace deal. South Korea didn't even
sign the arm stice.

What if the U S. and South Korea were to just declare
we are not at war with North Korea, we have no desire to be
i nvol ved in hostilities with North Korea, we have no desire
to get any of North Korea's territory. Qur only desire is
to live in peace with North Korea. The U S. presence in
South Korea is as a valued security partner, to help South
Korea deal with whatever security challenges it faces.

Froma mlitary standpoint, a declaration of that kind
would not |imt the U S 's ability to carry out the m ssion
that it is currently carrying out in South Korea, would it?

General LaCanmera: As a U S. Forces Command, | don't
believe it woul d, Senator.

Senator Kaine: And as far as you know, froma mlitary
standpoint, the U . S. has no desire to be engaged in
hostilities with North Korea, does it?

General LaCanera: No, Senator.

Senator Kaine: And froma mlitary standpoint we have
no desire to annex or take North Korean property or |and, do

we?
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General LaCanera: M understanding, Senator, is that
that is not our policy at this tine.

Senator Kaine: And | think these things, what you have
stated, are elenents of U.S. policy for a very long tine.
W don't want to be in hostilities. W don't have evil
designs to, you know, hel p anyone, ourselves or anyone el se,
take over North Korean territory. The notion that we are 70
years into a cease-fire without a peace deal, the peace
negotiation with North Korea is very conplicated, as we
know. But why can't we just, with South Korea, declare we
are no longer at war with North Korea, we have no hostile
intent. W only want to |ive peacefully with all of our
nei ghbors. It would seemif we would do that we m ght
reverse sone of the polarities that North Korea uses to gin
up this notion that war could start again any second. They
would still not like U S. presence in South Korea. W would
still want to get themto denuclearize. But we would be
negoti ating not as adversaries, you know, at the brink of
war, but we woul d be negotiating as sovereign nations trying
to sol ve problens.

And | guess | amjust wondering whether there is
sonmet hing that can be done, that the U S. and South Korea
could do together, w thout playing Mother May | with North
Korea. |Is there sonething we could do together that would

take away the North Korean narrative of a cease-fire but no
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peace deal and a war that could begin any mnute? And I
recogni ze, fromyour answer to Senator Gl librand, that sone
of these are in the diplomacy space, not in the mlitary
space, but | think your testinony on the mlitary di nensions
of it are accurate. W don't have any desire to be in
aggression with North Korea. W don't have a desire on
their territory. W would obviously want there to be peace
on the Peninsul a.

| hope that maybe that President Biden and President
Moon might contenpl ate whet her a change in diplomatic
approach, such as that, could break a | ogjamthat has been
persistent for nearly seven decades. And | thank you for
your service, your testinony today, and | yield back, M.
Chai r.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kaine. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Cotton via Wbex, please.

Senator Cotton: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ceneral,
t hank you for your service. Congratulations on your
nom nation to this inportant post.

Earlier this year you said, on a panel, and | quote,
"Qur daily focus is on conpetition. W have got to be ready
to respond in crisis and we have got to be prepared to win
in conflict." | want to thank you for those comments. It
Is increasingly rare that we hear senior mlitary | eaders

talk sinply about winning in conbat, so I want to commend
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you for those coments and keeping your focus on the
mlitary's primary m ssion, which is fighting and w nning
our nation's wars.

And | want to start with a question about our nunber
one threat and conpetitor, China. Can you please explain
again to the commttee how you believe the Chinese role, or
how t he Chinese view the role that North Korea plays in
U.S.-China rel ati ons?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, and thanks for the
time last week. | think North Korea is another arrow in the
qui ver or another lever in their diplomatic, information,
mlitary, economc |levers that they would pull. \What |
don't have, and maybe in a different setting can tal k about,
I's, you know, what are the things that they are doing to
mai ntain pressure or to get KJUto do things for them

Senator Cotton: \What do you think is a greater
irritant to the Chinese Communist Party -- the presence of
nucl ear weapons in North Korea or the presence of Anerican
troops in South Korea?

General LaCanera: Senator, | really can't answer for
t he Chinese on what they think is a greater irritant. |
t hi nk both of them give the Chinese Comuni st Party reason
to pause, and | do know that the Chinese do not want themto
have nucl ear weapons. | also know that they don't want us

in their region.
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Senator Cotton: | want to turn nowto the operationa
pl ans on the Peninsula. Wat is your view of the role that
joint long-range precision fires play to support the OPLAN
on the Korean Peninsula, and how inportant is it that our
mlitary continue to nodernize and equip these forces with
next - generati on conbat arns?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. The |ong-range
precision fires gives us, not just at the tactical |evel but
at the operational level, it gives us the ability to do
operati onal maneuver. And again, it gives us another all-
weat her arrow in the quiver that we have to be able to
facilitate maneuver at various |evels.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. And then finally, what is
your assessnent of the status of the efforts to transfer
operational control to the Republic of Korea conmand
conbi ned forces?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. | know that General
Abrans is working with the ROK mlitary on a day-to-day
basis to assist themin acquiring the capabilities and to
meet the bilateral agreenent. |If confirned, | recognize
that one of the m ssions or one of the jobs I will have wll
be to continue to assist themin noving forward, so that we
can achieve this.

Senator Cotton: Do you think we need to see |arge-

scale joint training exercises return to the Peninsula, to
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be best prepared for the transition?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. Training and
readi ness is extrenely inportant, and live training is a | ot
better than the virtual and the constructive. But |
recogni ze that in negotiations, or that it is a potentia
bar gai ning chip going forward, and ny job will be to
identify that risk and then figure out a way to reduce it.

Senator Cotton: Good. Thank you, GCeneral.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Now |let ne
recogni ze Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you very nuch, General. Thanks
for being with us today. | want to just enphasis a point
t hat Senator Hirono nmade, and | know you are not in the
di pl omati ¢ business but in nmany ways you are. Helping to
foster the relationship between Japan and Sout h Korea |
think is an inportant part of anybody's job that has a
responsibility in Korea. That relationship seens to be one
step forward and two steps back in recent years, and | hope
that that is sonething that you will work with your State
Departnment counterparts and your mlitary counterparts in
both countries, because | think that is a very inportant
part of our strategic position and deterrent in the region.
Do you agree?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator King: | hope that that is sonething that you
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can conti nue.

The other point that | think is inportant is that we
al ways tal k about North Korea in ternms of nucl ear weapons.
That is the popul ar discussion here in the U S., and by
"popul ar” | don't nmean approved of. | nean common in the
press.

| was surprised, and to sone extent shocked, driving
from Seoul to the DMZ how close it is, and one of the
concerns is that it would not take nucl ear weapons, or even
mssiles to inflict enornous danage on Seoul fromthe North
Korean border. And I understand there are artillery
batteries that are poised to do just that.

Talk to nme about the conventional threat, particular to
the city of Seoul, that I think we should realize that this
isn't only a nuclear issue but there are sone 25 or 30
mllion people at risk fromconventional attack that could
be triggered at a nonent's noti ce.

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, and | amvery well
aware of that threat. As a major, | was stationed along the
Demlitarized Zone, within nortar range and artillery range,
and it was sonmething that, | wouldn't say it kept ne up at
night but it was a concern. And as you stated, the
conventional threat and their ability to put many rounds in
the air and create panic, just in the conventional side, is

concerning. And as you stated, it appears that Seoul is
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growing to the north, even cl oser.

Senator King: Thank you. One of the things that
concerns ne, particularly in a place |Iike South Korea or the
Sout h China Sea or Taiwan or Ukraine is the risk of
accidental war, of conflict which escal ates out of control
ina hurry. One way to try to aneliorate that risk is
connections and communi cation |inks between potenti al
adversari es.

Do we have ml-to-m| contacts with the North Koreans
in order to be able to discuss sonething which may be an
acci dent, an unintended, |ow|evel conflict, so that it
doesn't spin out of control?

General LaCanera: Senator, | amnot aware of the exact
reduction. | do know that the Joint Security Area up at
Panmunjomis one way of communicating. But | amnot fully
aware of all the capabilities and the comrunication |inks.

Senator King: | would hope that that woul d be
sonet hing you could | ook into, and, of course, talk to the
St at e Departnent, because if you | ook back through history,
wars often start by accident. The GQuns of August. Nobody
t hought that a single gunshot in Sarajevo was going to
plunge the world into the conflict that it did in Wrld \Wr
. So one way, as | say, to aneliorate or mtigate that is
havi ng pre-existing contacts, particularly on the ml-to-m!|

| evel , where you can say, "Hey, that was not an intentiona
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i ncursion,” or "That incident was a rogue individual." |
hope that that is sonething you m ght consider, because you
are going to one of the world's tinderboxes.

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, | wll.

Senat or King: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King. Now let ne

recogni ze, via Webex, Senator Tillis.
Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ceneral,
t hank you for being here. | have been in the Senate for 6

1/2 years now, and virtually every Senate Arned Services
heari ng we have had China cone up, and about 6 1/2 years ago
we were worried about their quantity countering our quality.
And now we see that they are still noving on quantity but
they are inproving on quality.

So with that erosion, or the narrow ng of the advantage
that the United States has, what are the things that you are
nost concerned with, particularly as it relates to naybe a
reduction in defense spending, in this and possibly anot her
budget cycl e?

CGeneral LaCanera: Senator, | think we have to think
about things differently. You know, to your quality and
guantity conment, we want to go after the arrow -- how about
we kill the archer, and how do we do that? There is, |
think, the multi-domain task force that we are currently

experimenting with. | think nmulti-domain operations gets at
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that, and it is about, as we | ook at the joint warfighting
concept and other things, it is what are the things that we
need to do to create nmultiple dilemms for our adversaries.

Senator Tillis: Sonething else | wanted to touch on.
| assune you have read, nmaybe even contributed to, the 1251
Report, that Adm ral Davidson submtted. |In his testinony
just a few weeks back, he cited a couple of budget
priorities -- the Guam defense system AEG S, a shore site,
the m ssion partner environnment, which is a classified IT
systemto comruni cate securely with partners and allies, and
upgrades to connect and inprove our training ranges. Do you
share his concerns that these are priorities that, at |east
at the tine of that hearing, do not | ook |like they are going
to receive the fundi ng needed?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator Tillis: \What are the consequences of letting
that slide to the right by 2, 4, or 6 years?

General LaCanera: Senator, it creates vulnerabilities
and risk, not just to our mlitary formation, but to U S
citizens and our interests, and we have to identify other
ways to reduce that risk.

Senator Tillis: Another question that really cones
back frommny Personnel Subcomm ttee hearing we had about a
week ago. The vaccination rate anong really all levels in

the mlitary seens to be relatively low, with the supply
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there and limted takers. Do you view that as a potenti al
readi ness threat, and what do you think that we need to do
to get nore people to actually be best prepared to go to a
fight, if we have to have one?

Ceneral LaCanera: Wll, Senator, given the status of
the vaccine it is a choice that our soldiers have to nake.
| think it is incunbent upon commanders and | eaders at al
|l evel s to talk to our soldiers about this is just another
personal protective nmeasure that they can take going
forward. W have dealt with non-battle injuries since, |
think, the first battle we ever fought, and | think COVID is
j ust anot her one of those things that we have to identify
and continue to | ook at ways to protect our formations.

Senator Tillis: | think with the nunbers relatively
low, to ne it is like so much other training to have them
best prepared. | viewit as a threat now Hopefully it is
going to get a little bit better. But | think it is
| nportant that every level, fromthe top down, conmunicate
the inportance of taking this threat off the table.

The last thing is just, what do we need to continue to
do to nold on and i nprove rel ationshi ps between South Korea
and Japan? Wsat sort of things do we need to do
differently? Are we noving okay, current course and speed,
or what nore do we need to do to redouble our efforts and

make sure that that relationship between those two allies is
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as strong as it can be, in a very inportant part of the
wor | d?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. W need to conti nue
to look for nultilateral or trilateral training operations
to bring themtogether. | had the neetings in norning with
the ROK chairman and then the Japanese chairman, but before
| met wth the Japanese chairman in the afternoon he had net
bilaterally with the ROK's, and | think we need to | ook at
ways to continue to bring themtogether, mlitarily.

Senator Tillis: GCeneral, thank you for your service.
| look forward to supporting your confirmation. Thank you,
M. Chair.

CGeneral LaCanera: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tillis. Let ne
recogni ze, via Webex, Senator Rosen.

Senator Rosen: Well, thank you, Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe, for holding this hearing, and | would really
| i ke to thank CGeneral LaCanera for his lifetinme of service
and for testifying here today.

So, General, of course, a trenendous anmount of your
focus in this role will be in conbatting potential North
Korean aggression. China casts a | arge shadow on the Korean
Peni nsula, as it does throughout the Indo-Pacific and
i ncreasingly around the gl obe. So what issues do China's

Belt and Road Initiative, expanding Beijing' s sphere of
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i nfl uence throughout the region and beyond, create and
retaining and gaining allies in the Indo-Pacific that are
critical to the U S. Forces Korea m ssion and the broader
needs of our mlitary in East and South Asia?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. | think we need to
understand the | everage that they have on the Korean
Peni nsul a and, quite frankly, not just our ROK allies but
our other partners and allies in the region, where they can
put pressure on partners and allies as we continue to try to
train west of the International Date Line.

Senat or Rosen: Well, you tal k about our partners, and,
of course, wth the event of a Chinese expansion towards the
Korean Peninsula, in the sanme vein as they are noving in the
South China Sea with Taiwan, how would you, if confirned,
respond or advise the South Korean defense apparatus to
respond to any possi bl e expansi ons?

General LaCanera: Senator, if confirnmed, the best
mlitary advice | would give themis to nake sure that they
understand the risks that it provides to the security of
their own country, as the Chinese attenpt to provide
i nfl uence and/or reduce the influence that the United States
has. | think it is ny job to denonstrate that our way of
life and our alliance, it remains iron-clad and that we
remai n the cornerstone, and the exanple, quite frankly, for

ot her alli ances.
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Senator Rosen: Well, | appreciate that. And so could
you speak broadly about any possible plans you m ght have
then on limting Chinese defense and econom ¢ encr oachnent
on the Korean Peninsul a?

General LaCanera: Senator, when it cones to on the
economc side I will consult with ny State Departnent
col | eagues on what those diplomatic and, quite frankly, the
econom c arns are that they can use.

On the mlitary side, you know, we have an alliance.
The three commands that | have been nom nated for has one
m ssion, which is to defend the Republic of Korea, and ny
focus wll be to work with the ROK mlitary to ensure that
we can defend them agai nst any adversary.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | want to tal k about an
adversary that may be hard to detect but has trenendous
| npact and often devastating inpact, and those are our
threats of cyber threats -- cyber ransomware, cyberattacks,
bl ocki ng service, all of the kinds of things that we can
i magi ne. And we have seen, with Sol arWnds and the recent
Col oni al Pipeline attacks, they have awakened all of us to
just how vul nerabl e our systens are, and really the cyber
aggression that we are beginning to see, or continuing to
see from abr oad.

That is one of the reasons I amworking with Senator

Bl ackburn to invest nore in our cyber resources, including
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potentially creating new civilian cyber reserve for DoD and
DHS via bipartisan |egislation we introduced |ast nonth.

And so can you talk a little bit about your cyber
posture and what you mght do to really prevent and really
do that threat-hunting we need to stop any provocative
attacks on our systerns.

General LaCanera: Senator, | wll continue to work
with CYBERCOM if confirmed in the position that | am going
to, on truly understanding what that threat is. And | think
the recent activities that have occurred should give all of
us pause on what those levers are and the danage that it can
do really in the non-kinetic space. And it is not just the
di sruption. | think it is also the concern is ensuring that
we i nformation assurance on the information being passed is,
in fact, accurate and true, and has not been nodifi ed.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | couldn't agree nore.

M. Chairman, ny tinme is up. Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Rosen.
Now | et ne recogni ze Senator Ernst, please.

Senator Ernst: Yeah. Thank you, M. Chair, and
General LaCanera, it is great to see you again, and thank
you for your service to our nation, and that of Theresa's
and your famlies as well. Thank you for being here.

It is not lost on ne, certainly, if those that are

wat ching, if they could see the right sleeve of your
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uniform the years of service that that represents, with you
serving away fromyour famly in difficult circunstances.
And all of us want to nmake sure that we are recogni zi ng that
sacrifice and the sacrifice of your famly, so thank you.

Through your experience and record of success, nmany
years of success, you are superbly qualified and the right
selection to lead the United States Forces Korea into the
future. And | have just a few questions, and | amgoing to
go back and reflect on what Senator H rono was |eading into
as wel | .

In the strategic conpetition of our current security
envi ronnent, the Korean Peninsula is part of a |larger
regi onal contest that enconpasses all elenents of national
power. And in your advanced policy questions you di scussed
the various relationships that exist in the region, and
specifically the relationship between South Korea and Japan.
This is what Senator H rono was di scussing early.

What recommendati ons woul d you provide on how to nove
forward with these relationships? |If you could explain that
alittle bit nore in detail.

Chai rman Reed: Yes, Senator. Thank you for
recogni zing ny famly.

The mlitary relationship is extrenely inportant. |f
confirmed, or in ny current position now as U.S. Arny

Paci fic Commander, you know, | talk to U S. Forces Comrand
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Korea and U.S. Arny Japan, to nmake sure that we have the
capabilities to support General Abranms. And | think we need
to |l ook at other opportunities. W have the Security Force
Assi stance Brigade that we can send to the different

| ocations to share tactics, techni ques, and procedures. W
have the National Training Centers that we can bring them
too. W are developing an Arctic strategy. | think both of
t hem have col d weat her environnents and high altitude that I
think we could | everage back inside the U S. Arny Pacific or
even back in the Continental United States.

Senator Ernst: And | think that is inportant. W | ook
to reassure our allies and deter those conpetitors. So
enploying our mlitary and denonstrating through these
actions again is a reassurance.

Do you believe that through those actions involving our
allies, other nations, is there a way that we can project to
themthat we are the partner of choice in the region, and
who woul d the other partner of choice be, and why is it
I nportant they continue to cone to us?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. | think when you | ook
at it, our adversaries, whether it is China, Russia, North
Korea, Iran, or the violent extrem st organizations, you
know, they are | ooking to change the international rules-
based order that, quite frankly, we have established and

hel ped enforce with both the Japanese and the Republic of
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Korea and other allies and partners in the region. And |

t hi nk what we need to continue to denonstrate is that the
way we do business is the right thing, and we need to
continue to highlight how our adversaries are not operating
I n those countries' best interests.

Senator Ernst: And certainly with China as bei ng one
of those | arge regional conpetitors, oftentinmes we find that
they are offering a bunch of goods, but then when the allies
get the bill of sale there are a lot of strings attached to
what they are selling.

So | really appreciate it. | know that ny tine is
running out. You did nention the SFAB, the Security Forces
Assi stance Brigade. Can you talk a little bit nore about,
just very briefly, their role in the regi on and how t hey
have been able to close sone of the gaps that we have had.

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. |In this region, their
i nteroperability has really been, not so nuch training
because the countries we work with, they are the experts in
this region in the environment. And so we are really
| earning fromthem But it is the interoperability and it
is the communi cation piece that allows us to be effective in
a fight.

Senator Ernst: Thank you. And ny tine has expired.
Thank you, M. Chair. Thank you again, GCeneral. |

appreciate it.
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General LaCanera: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Senator
Kel ly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCeneral, it
has now been over 2 years since the U S. and the ROK forces
have engaged in a |arge-scale joint-field exercise. |
participated in the joint exercise that was fornerly called
Team Spirit, it has been 30 years or so, when | was serving
in the Navy in the Western Pacific, and | view these
exerci ses where our forces have the opportunity to work
si de- by-si de and eval uate our conbined skills as a key
nmeasure of our readiness for any conflict. Wat we |earn
fromthese exercises should informthe structure of our
continued security partnership with South Korea.

In your view, do current |arge-scale exercises support
shared security goals, including the inproved
interoperability of U S. and South Korean forces? And, if
confirnmed, would you advocate for the resunption of these
j oi nt exercise?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. They are extrenely
i nportant to build readiness. They are also extrenely
i nportant to allow that our soldiers, sailor, airnen,
Mar i nes, Cuardi ans, Coast Guardsnen, get an opportunity to
work with our ROK allies and see just how good they are. So

at the very lowlevel, the tactical level, it is an
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opportunity for themto build that trust between each ot her,
and then at the senior level, wth turnover and everything
else, it is an opportunity for us to exercise and to |earn
and to continue to build on | essons | earned.

Senator Kelly: Do you see any other opportunities to
further strengthen our relationship, interoperability
relationship, in order to keep pace with any energing
t hreat s?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. | nean, in ny current
position we are going to bring ROK forces to the Nati onal
Training Center, and so at a nuch |lower |evel we can build
that interoperability and see it at a small scale, and then,
you know, what does it look |like at the larger scale. But I
think we need to continue to | ook for those opportunities,
whether it is a tabletop exercise or a sinulation. But it
I's that, again, building trust between servicenenbers is
extrenely inportant.

Senator Kelly: Yeah, it was invaluable at the tine. |
remenber doing a sinulated CAST m ssion on the Korean
Peninsula with a U S. G ound FAC and ROK forces as wel|.

And you don't want to be doing that for the first tinme when
it is real. You know, that has always been clear to ne.

On anot her subject, general, when we spoke | ast week
you mentioned the asymretric threat posed by the North

Korean Special Operations Forces, which adds a conplexity to
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an al ready unpredictable actor, North Korea. And the North
Korean Special Ops Forces, they have got a pretty |large
force. And as soneone who has commanded Special Ops Forces
yoursel f, can you speak to the unique threat that North
Korea's sizeabl e Special Qperations Forces poses in the
unfortunate scenario that we enter into a conflict on the
Peni nsul a?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator. First of all, |
believe that all warfare is asymetric. | amnot | ooking
for a fair fight, and I amfairly certain nmy adversaries are
not. | think ny experience in Special Operations gives ne a
uni que insight into what those threats are and how we coul d
def end agai nst them and nore inportantly, how could we take
of fensi ve action against themto deter or to prevent them
from being able to do any harm

Senator Kelly: Any sense for how capable, how well
trained they are?

General LaCanera: At this tinme | do not. | do think
that they viewtheir people a little bit different as far as
-- think of it as a fire-and-forget weapons system You
know, whereas we plan for withdrawal off a target on a raid,
| amfairly certain that they are not prepared to bring them
back.

Senator Kelly: Well, thank you, Ceneral. | |ook

forward to having the opportunity to vote on your
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confirmation.

General LaCanera: Thank you.

Senator Kelly: | yield back.

Chairman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly. Senator
Tubervil | e.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you, Ceneral, for your service, and your famly, of what
they go through. Being a football coach 40 years and never
at honme, it is hard to mss practices and all those things
that go on. But | can't imagine with the travel that you
have had over your lifetinme, so again, thanks for your
service, and congratul ati ons on your reappointnent.

North Korea tested their first nuclear weapon in 2006,
first intercontinental ballistic mssile in 2018, and
currently have long-range ballistic mssiles in devel opnent.
Al t hough steps were taken during the previous adm nistration
to inprove our relationship with North Korea, do you believe
t hat we have the defense nechanisns in mssiles and assets
to defend the Korean Peninsula and Indo-Pacific, as we
speak?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. What specific systens,
ot her systens, would you like to see, that you need,
everyday defense of the Korean Peninsula. Wat would you

think that you need? Wsh |ist.
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General LaCanera: A wish list. Senator, given what |
know that is on the Peninsula right now, it is to maintain
the early warning system nake sure that we have the C41
the ISR, the intelligence, reconnai ssance, and surveill ance
needed to be able to do it, not just the technical piece but
| think the human, and | think, if confirnmed, when | get
over there | will take a hard | ook at what is needed, to
make sure that we can protect and defend the Peninsul a.

Senator Tuberville: Let nme ask you this question. Do
you believe that reinplenentation of strategic patience,
adoption of a U S. no-first-use policy and the sanctions
woul d deter North Korea in future aggression? Do you think
that would be a deterrent?

General LaCanera: Senator, it is hard for ne to

commrent on what woul d be a deterrent. | do believe he is a
rational actor. | do think that we need to make sure that
we are |ooking at all levers of the diplomatic, information,

mlitary, and econom c power that we have to continue to
deter him

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville. Senator
Duckworth -- is she -- yes, Senator Duckworth.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you so nuch, M. Chairman.

Thank you, M. Chairman. Ceneral LaCanera, | would like to
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congratul ate you on your nom nation and thank you for your

35-plus years of service to our country, and | | ook forward
to neeting with you later this week to discuss sone of the

bi ggest chall enges facing U.S. forces in the RX

Wiile we are closely watching the COVID 19 case rate in
Asia in order to protect our friends in the region, | am
currently planning to |l ead a bipartisan CODEL to the RCK and
Si ngapore with my col |l eague and fell ow nenber of this
committee, Senator Sullivan. Qur top objective for this
tripis to send a nessage that our commtnent to Asia is
strong and bipartisan and that our presence in the region
w il not waiver with changes in admnistration or control of
the Congress. W are prioritizing this trip and the chance
to engage extensively with the top | eadership in South
Korea, specifically because this alliance is so inportant to
the continuation of a free and open | ndo-Pacific region.

O course, our forces in Korea play a pivotal role in
deterring North Korean aggression. But | do believe that a
sustained U. S. presence in Korea al so sends a strong nessage
about our commtnent to the broad |Indo-Pacific for all of
our regional allies and partners. Furthernore, any inproved
skills and coordination that devel op during our bil ateral
training wwth South Korea's mlitary nultiply when South
Korea participates in nultilateral exercises with other

regi onal partners.
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General LaCanera, of course U.S. Forces Korea nust
never | ose focus on the Korean Peninsula, but you noted in
your advanced policy questions that given the gl obal role of
the US. mlitary, and increasingly the international reach
of the South Korean mlitary, opportunities are energing for
al I i ance cooperation beyond the Korean Peninsula. Can you
pl ease el aborate on these comments? Wat opportunities do
you see, and if confirmed, how woul d you encourage | NDOPACOM
and our Korean allies to capitalize on these opportunities?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator, and | | ook forward to
our conversation. In my current role as U S. Arny Pacific
Commander, this is our year for Defender Pacific 2021. And
as we reach out to our partners and allies we | ook for
opportunities, nmultilateral. Those obviously need to be
engaged and negotiated with the host nations. But we are
all looking to our partners and allies and | ooking for the
trai ning opportunity, whether a tabletop exercise, a
sinmulation, or live exercises. And we have got several of
t hose this sunmer.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you. | amparticularly
concerned that our |ogistics and sustai nnent operations wll
be highly vulnerable, in particular in a contested
environment. As you discussed in your advanced policy
guestions, posturing a conbat-credible force is key to

deterrence on the Peninsula, and a force is not conbat-
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credible if we can't realistically sustain it in a contested
| ogi stic environnment.

Ensuring that U S. mlitary services are fielding
sufficient |ogistics capability and capacity to neet
| NDOPACOM and U.S. Forces Korea requirenents is key.

However, | do believe that we need to consider additiona
neasures to reduce the burden on vul nerable supply |ines,
such as prepositioning stock and | everaging our alliances
and friendshi ps across the region to access critical
suppl i es.

General LaCanera, based on your past experience, what
IS your assessnent of our ability to sustain a conbat-
credi bl e force on the Korean Peni nsul a?

Ceneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. | share your
concerns, and in ny current role as the U S. Arny Pacific
Commander responsi ble for setting the theater and worKking
Wi th not just General Abrans but Conmmander | NDOPACOM and the
ot her services, the Arny is responsible for better than 50
percent of the comon itens.

And so we are | ooking for unique opportunities on not
just the preposition but what are the other things? W have
to continue to experinent, and that is what these exercises
allow us to do. Are there other ways for us to resupply?
What can we get on the | ocal econony? And, quite frankly, I

don't think our adversaries wll allow us to build the iron
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nountain, so we are going to have to protect those assets
once we get there.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you. |f confirnmed, how woul d
you recomrend we enhance our |ogistics capabilities to
ensure U. S. Forces Korea can fight tonight?

General LaCanera: Senator, if confirmed, we will | ook
at the stockage on the Korean Peninsula, | will |ook at the
capability of the Peninsula to be able to generate resupply,
and then |l ook at the multiple avenues to allow that resupply
to occur, and to keep the lines of communication open.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you, General. | |ook forward
to supporting your confirmation.

| amout of time, M. Chairman. Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Duckworth. Now | et
me recogni ze Senator Scott, please.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. General, thank
you for your service, and thank you for all the nen and
wonen that serve with you.

Do you believe that the credibility of American
deterrence agai nst Communi st China's aggression has eroded
and continues to erode as China continues to greatly
increase its mlitary strength and to threaten and
intimdate its nei ghbors?

CGeneral LaCanera: No, Senator, | do not. | think we

are in conpetition with them and | think we conpete with
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them every single day. But | don't think that we can afford
to rest on our laurels. W need to continue to denonstrate
to our partners and allies that we are the partner of
choi ce.

Senator Scott: So if that is true, why is Comruni st

China so confortable with their aggressi on agai nst Tai wan,

because it seens like it has gotten worse. It hasn't gotten
better.

General LaCanera: Senator, | can't answer that
guestion. If confirmed, | will |ook at what that inpact

woul d be agai nst the Korean Peninsula and howit would
af fect nmy m ssion.

Senator Scott: Thank you. In Admral Davidson's
witten testinony recently he wote that the conmttee's
efforts to establish the Pacific Deterrence Initiative has
created the opportunity to regain the advance, but we nust
remain diligent. Fromyour perspective, do you see the need
for the Pacific Deterrence Initiative to prioritize efforts
to inprove U.S. force posture and the ability to deter bad
actors in the Pacific, and do you believe we are on track to
do that?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator, and | appreciate the
support that this conmttee has provided to this initiative.
| think it is extrenely inportant to allow us to conpete

every day.
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Senator Scott: Do you think we need to be nore clear
that we wll clearly defend Tai wan than what we have been in
t he past?

CGeneral LaCanera: Senator, | believe that is for the
di plomats and for the Secretary of Defense to answer that
guesti on.

Senator Scott: Do you think if we were nore clear it
woul d make it easier for you to be able to ensure that we
have a good deterrence agai nst Conmuni st Chi na?

CGeneral LaCanera: | think, Senator, | nean, anmbiguity
provi des -- there are advantages and di sadvantages. Cdarity
al so potentially boxes in commanders, and, quite frankly, |
think it boxes in policynmakers al so.

Senator Scott: Do you believe we are prepared to
def end Tai wan agai nst Chi nese aggressi on?

General LaCanera: In ny current role as the U S Arny
Paci fi ¢ Conmander, yes.

Senator Scott: Do you believe we currently have the
right forward posture in the Indo-Pacific we need to
acconplish the objectives of the 2018 Nati onal Defense
Strategy?

CGeneral LaCanera: | think, you know, Senator, COVID
has had inpacts on our ability to operate west of the
International Date Line. W continue to |ook at uni que ways

of maintaining that, building trust wth our partners and
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allies, but that has caused chall enges for us. But we
continue to adjust and nodify as required.

Senator Scott: If we didn't defend Tai wan, what woul d
happen to our ability to deter Communi st China in Japan or
Sout h Korea or anypl ace el se, Guam whatever?

Ceneral LaCanera: Senator, it would just change the
facts bearing on the problemon how we operate in the |Indo-
Pacific.

Senator Scott: Do you think we would continue to have
the ability to deter them agai nst aggressi on agai nst Japan
and South Korea and Guam if we had not defended Tai wan
agai nst Comuni st Chi na?

CGeneral LaCanera: | think that is a question that our
partners and allies would have to answer, based on our
actions.

Senator Scott: But you think we have enough forces
there today to be able to deter Chinese aggression?

Ceneral LaCanera: W have forced in place. | can't
answer for the President of China on whether or not he is
deterred or not.

Senator Scott: Al right. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Scott. Senator
Haw ey, pl ease.

Senat or Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ceneral,
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t hank you for being here. Thank you for your service. You

have been asked, | have noticed, quite a few China
questions. | want to start there as well.

Do you agree with the Secretary's -- Secretary Austin,
that is -- his determnation that China is the nation's

pacing threat? Wuld you agree with that?

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator.

Senator Haw ey: So let ne ask you, in light of that,
Bei jing, we know, has spent decades devel opi ng the
capabilities required to try and seize control of Taiwan.
Senator Scott was just asking about that. W have been
told, on this commttee, we have received testinony from
Admi ral Davi dson, anong others, there is reason to believe
they may try that within the next decade.

My question is, how would that inpact your force's
ability to deter North Korea, should you be confirnmed to
this new position, and to defend thensel ves on the Korean
Peninsula, if China were to seize control of Taiwan, let's
say, and station their own forces there?

CGeneral LaCanera: Senator, it would all depend on what
resources | would | ose and what risk is created to do that.
My experience on the battlefield has shown that resources
are not unlimted, and that commanders make deci sions on
those. M responsibility will be to identify that risk and

present that back to the | NDOPACOM comrander, the chairman,
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and the Secretary of Defense.
But the Republic of Korea forces are a very capable
formation, and we will just have to identify that risk, and

that is ny responsibility, to provide that feedback back to

ny bosses.
Senator Hawl ey: Very good. | want to ask you about
resources -- actually, why don't | just ask you now. |

nean, if North Korea, or if China, rather, attenpted an

I nvasi on of Taiwan, do you think that the North Koreans

m ght view that as a wi ndow of opportunity, and that we

m ght then find ourselves, if we were drawn into a crisis
with China, certain assets or resources that you m ght
traditionally rely on were no | onger available, | nean, what
kind of a bind would that put us in if North Korea then

| ooked at that as a w ndow of opportunity for aggression?

General LaCanera: Senator, | think North Korea wll
have to weigh not just the U S. piece but the Republic of
Korea's capabilities on their ability to nove south. And,
guite frankly, the ascending nations of the United Nations
Command, et cetera, going forward.

Senator Hawl ey: On the South Korean piece, would South
Korea assuming greater responsibility for deterring the
North i nprove our ability to deter northern opportunistic
aggression in the kind of scenario | was just hypothesizing?

Ceneral LaCanera: Senator, | nean, they have conplete
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control of their mlitary on a day-to-day basis, and again,
| think this is a calculus that the North Korean | eadership
-- not just the North Korean | eadership but Japanese, et
cetera, of how we would bring a formation, a coalition
together to maintain the stability on the peninsul a.

Senator Hawl ey: Let ne ask you about sonething
Secretary Austin said recently. He said that the U S. and
Sout h Korea, and | am quoting himnow, "continue to nake
progress toward the eventual transition of wartine
operational control to a South Korean-comranded future
conbi ned forces command. "

Now just so | understand it, that transition of
operational control would put U S. forces under South Korean
command during a contingency with the North. |[Is that right?
Have | got that right?

Ceneral LaCanera: Yes, and ny role would change to
beconme the Deputy Commander of the conbi ned forces comand.

Senator Hawl ey: So ny question is, what woul d happen
if the United States found itself in simultaneous conflicts
with China and North Korea? Wuld this operational contro
arrangenment provide us with the flexibility we would need to
retask or reposition forces, if we found ourselves with a
sinmul taneity probl enf

General LaCanera: M current understanding is yes,

Senat or.

65

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

66

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. Are you concerned that
China mght target U S. forces in Korea as part of a broader

canpai gn to seize control of Taiwan, for exanple?

CGeneral LaCanera: | think it is an area of -- it is
their area -- | don't know how China defines their area of
operation, interest, or influence. | think that we would be
vul nerable, and if confirnmed, | would take the necessary

steps to protect the force.

Senat or Hawl ey: How woul d you plan to protect our
forces on the Peninsula in the event of such a contingency?

CGeneral LaCanera: Senator, hypothetically |I would have
to |l ook at what threats exist against that, and whether it
Is the mssile defense or |ocal security. | think
everything is on the table, and we would have to take a | ook
at what those threats are and take action appropriately.

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good. | may have anot her
guestion or two for you, though. | wll give it to you for
the record. Thank you for being here.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hawl ey. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Sullivan, please.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCeneral,
good to see you again. Congrats on finishing up areally
i nportant tour in the | NDOPACOM regi on and your next very

i nportant billet. And | wanted to commend you and then ask
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some questions about our Arctic, cold-weather, high-altitude
operations. You played a really inportant role in the
Arny's recent Arctic strategy. And, you know, when you | ook
at great power conpetition, oftentines, at least in the |ast
several decades, Korea has been a key area of that. Wth
Russi a, wi th China.

But it also, when you | ook at our great power
conpetition, the likelihood of sonme kind of conflict in a
col d-weat her environment, whether it is North Korea,
sonewhere in Russia, sonewhere in China, Ukraine, these are
all things that | have been concerned, and | know you share
It, that we have lost that capability to have | arge-scal e,
consistent mlitary operations in these very difficult areas
In which to operate -- nountai nous, extrene cold weather.

You know, we recently cel ebrated the 70th anni versary
of the Chosin Reservoir Battle | ast Decenber, and that was a
very tough battle the Marines and Arny took part in, in
Korea, wth the Chinese, with the Koreans, 30 bel ow zero.

G ven the Republic of Korea's physical environnent,
what is your perspective regarding the Arnmy's Arctic
strategy and other forces in our capability to fight tonight
In those kind of climtes?

Ceneral LaCanera: Thank you, Senator. Thanks for the
time and | trust you enjoyed your visit this past weekend.

As we have discussed in previous neetings, you know, we
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have t hought and operated at altitude and in cold weather in
Af ghani stan over the |last alnobst 20 years, but it is not in
the depth, as | said, in current position in the US. Arny
Pacific. And the forces in Alaska, they were doing their
training center rotations in the wintertine, so we weren't
really getting the reps and sets that we needed to truly
under st and what that capability is.

General Abranms and his forces, | nean the Koreans, are
born and rai sed on the Peninsula, so they truly understand
it, and they have that opportunity, so | have no doubt that
they are prepared. But it is the followon forces that we
need to nake sure that they have the proper equi pnent and
training to be able to operate.

Senator Sullivan: How inportant is it that we not just
have the Arny's Arctic strategy out there, and the Ar
Force's Arctic strategy, and the Navy's Arctic strategy, but
to actually inplenent them The Secretary of Defense, in
his confirmation hearing, said he would fully resource these
strategies. How inportant is it that not that we just fully
resource but inplenent what the Arny has worked on? And |
think it is a very good begi nni ng.

General LaCanera: It is inportant, given, in ny
current role as the U.S. Arny Pacific Commander, and the
different environnents. W have been used to a very --

"stable" is not the right term-- but, you know, desert
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environment, but Asia, the Indo-Pacific region has nultiple
different environnents, and our soldiers need to be prepared
to operate, along with our other servicenenbers in the joint
force.

Senator Sullivan: Let me ask, | just hosted the
| NDOPACOM Conmander, Admral Aquilino, in Al aska this
weekend. We were finishing up North Edge, which was a very
| npressive exercise, over 240 aircraft and an entire Marine
expeditionary unit, and a NARG an entire Navy carrier
strike force, and, of course, it highlighted sone of the
forces in Al aska, the 425, the First Stryker Brigade, soon
to be over 100 fifth-gen fighters.

What force posture or capabilities do you think are
needed or mssing in Alaska now that relate to your m ssion
on the Korean Peninsula? As you know, those forces are
probably sone of the closest to the Korean Peninsula of any
we have in the entire region, regardl ess of where they are
on the International Date Line. Do you have a sense of
that, and the training capabilities that, as we are
restrained still on the Korean Peninsula, the ability that
was just shown by Northern Edge at JPARC and ot her places
coul d be phenonenal training for our forces on the
Peni nsul a, including the Koreans, including, heck, even the
Japanese, as they sonetines work together and red flag

Al aska.
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CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. Wat we have in
Al aska coul d be used, whether it is the Strykers or the
Ai rborne Brigade that is up there.

Senator Sullivan: Used on the Korean Peninsul a.

General LaCanera: Yes, sir. As we |look forward to the
future on what the formation will look like, I think the
envi ronment on the Korean Peninsula can help informthe Arny
on any changes or nodifications that they want to nake.

That is for Al aska.

But I think in the Continental U S. we have anot her
reach-back capability. | think it would be inportant to
bring them through Alaska to train for that environnent that
they may face on the Korean Peni nsul a.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Good | uck, Ceneral.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Sullivan.

CGeneral, thank you very nuch for your testinony, but nore
than that, thank you for your service, which has been out
front, ahead of your forces, and as | said before, not only
your exanple but your dedication to the welfare of the nen
and wonen who served underneath you is the highest, | think,
denmonstration of the ethic of a mlitary officer or
prof essional. W thank you for that and we | ook forward to
your confirmation.

Wth that, no further questions in order, | wll
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1 adjourn the hearing.
2 General LaCanmera: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

3 [ Wher eupon, at 11:13 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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