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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ON OF GENERAL KENNETH S. W LSBACH
USAF, FOR REAPPO NTMENT TO THE GRADE OF GENERAL AND TO BE
CH EF OF STAFF OF THE Al R FORCE

Thur sday, October 9, 2025

U S. Senate

Commttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The conmttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:42 a.m in

Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Buil ding, Hon. Roger

W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Wcker, Fischer,

Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan, Craner, Scott, Tubervill e,
Mul I'in, Budd, Schmtt, Banks, Sheehy, Reed, Bl unenthal,

H rono, Kaine, King, Peters, Kelly, and Sl otKkin.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U. S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chairman Wcker: This hearing will come to order.

The Commttee neets today to consider the nom nation of
General Kenneth W/l sbach to serve as the next Chief of
Staff of the United States Air Force. W thank himand his
famly for their decades of service and their commtnent to
|l ead in this dangerous tine.

The United States Air Force is a critical pillar of
our Joint Force. It is the nost capable and lethal Air
Force in history. W saw their expertise on full display
in this year's Operation Mdnight Hanmer. This was a
conpl ex, high-risk strike package. It was |aunched from
| ong range, coordinated across multiple donmai ns, and
carried out with surgical precision. Wth this operation,
President Trunp sent a clear nessage to our adversaries --
Anmerican air supremacy is unparalleled, and it has a gl obal
reach.

Wth his long career service, Ceneral WIsbach has
supported that air supremacy. The general brings deep
oper ati onal experience and understands what it takes to
| ead in contested environnents. |If confirnmed, he nust
drive tough reforns and manage ti ght budgets. He nust
speak plainly about the risks the force is resourcing and

that it is inadequate.
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| al ready nentioned Operation M dnight Hamrer. That
operation denonstrated capability, but it was only a nonment
intime. W need the Air Force Chief of Staff to make
progress on our nost chall engi ng and enduri ng issues.

Anmong those are the ongoing pilot shortage, nodernization
of our aging nucl ear systens, the sustainnent of our
current aircraft fleet, and the expansi on of our fighter,
refueling, and cargo fleets.

As to fleet sustainnent, we nust all acknow edge the
ongoi ng problemof aircraft availability. The F-35 renains
t he nost advanced fighter in the world, but too many of
themare sitting idle on ranps. The readi ness rates of our
aircraft continue to fall short of Pentagon goals. This is
known on this side of the ocean and around the world. The
force is plagued by persistent parts shortages, long repair
times, and sustainnent costs that strain operational
budgets. The Air Force cannot project power if its nost
advanced fighter cannot get off the ground. | |ook forward
to hearing how General WIsbach intends to address this.

This Commttee al so recogni zes the Air Force push to
retire legacy platforns to fund noderni zation. W need a
realistic plan to address the readi ness gaps created in the
interim W need aircraft that fly, bases that survive
m ssile attacks, and | ogistics that support operations far

fromhonme. That includes hardened i nfrastructure and
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prepositioned supplies. |t neans we nust ensure airnen are
trai ned and equi pped for austere, contested environnents.
Sonme of the gaps in these capabilities have been created by
an ill-advised to invest strategy, and these gaps are
unaccept abl e.

Lastly, this Commttee remains concerned by the slow
pace of nucl ear noderni zation. China, Russia, and North
Korea are rapidly expanding their arsenals, quickly eroding
advant ages we seek to retain. Deterring nuclear aggression
remai ns the Departnent's top mssion, and the Air Force is
the very tip of that spear. | |ook forward to heari ng how
General W/ sbach intends to nake these nucl ear
noder ni zati on prograns a top priority.

And finally, none of this works w thout people.
Recruiting has begun to stabilize, but retention is the
greater challenge. The Air Force continues to face a
consistent pilot shortage, driven by alimt to flying
hours and readi ness shortfalls that keep pilots from
flying. Retaining pilots, maintainers, and technical
specialists requires sustained i nvestnent across the full
lifecycle of an airman. Service in the Air Force nust be a
first-choice career, not a fall back.

So thank you for being here. Thank you for your
willingness to serve, General WIlsbach. And | turn to ny

friend and col | eague, Ranki ng Menber Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, M.

Chai rman, and good norni ng, General W]Isbach. Wl cone, and
congratul ations on your nomnation. | would also like to
wel comre your wife, Ci ndy, here today, and thank her for her
many years of service at your side.

General, you are exceptionally well qualified to serve
as Chief of Staff of the Air Force. During you tenure as
Air Conbat Commander you hel ped | ead the Services through a
critical period of nodernization, and you have extensive
| eadershi p experience at every |evel, fromsquadron to w ng
and across the globe, including in conbat.

|f confirmed, you will lead at a challenging tine.

Air power remains central to our strategic conpetition with
China and wth other adversaries, and the entire Joint
Force depends on the Air Force's capabilities every day.
The Service must bal ance gl obal operations with the need to
noderni ze aircraft and systens of the future. A key part
of that nodernization is how the Air Force manages and uses
data to fight nore effectively. The Service is devel oping
advanced networ ks and command and control systens that wl |l
I ntegrate informati on across domains and deliver it rapidly
to the right operator. These efforts will shape how we

detect threats, process information, and act quickly on the
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battlefield. | would like to know how you plan to conti nue
resourci ng and evol ving these technol ogies to nmaintain our
edge.

The U.S. Air Force remains the nost capable air power
in the world. However, recent consecutive budget requests
have proposed retiring or realigning hundreds of aircraft
across all mssions. Any such proposal deserve careful
scrutiny. W nust consider whether these reductions are
prudent in the near term and eval uate the inpact on our
I ndustrial base to ensure we do not nmke short-sighted
deci si ons that weaken our production and sustai nnent
capabilities. | would |ike to know how you woul d appr oach
t hese proposed retirenents and how you woul d manage force
structure adjustnments going forward.

| am encouraged by the Air Force's renewed focus on
contested logistics and its work to make operations nore
agile and resilient, particularly in the Indo-Pacific. The
Servi ce has been devel oping a concept for dispersed
operations fromsnaller airfields across the region, called
Agi | e Conbat Enpl oynent, or ACE, which wll be vital to
ensuring survivability and operational reach in a future
conflict. | would appreciate your views on how to further

devel op this approach and strengthen | ogistics, which

contested conditions will make very nmuch nore difficult.
Finally General, | want to address the tense political
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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environnment in which you will lead, if confirnmed. The
mlitary today faces an increasingly politicized and
divisive climate. CQur service chiefs, conbatant
commanders, and senior officers nust navi gate contentious

| ssues that can erode public trust and distract from

m ssion. Many have al ready been di sm ssed for reasons that
are still difficult to understand. It wll be essenti al
for you to stand firmy by your airnmen and guardi ans,
defend their professionalism and provide your best, honest
mlitary advice to civilian | eaders, regardl ess of
political pressure. | hope you wll commt to do so today.

General, the chall enges before you are conpl ex and
consequential. Thank you for your continued service and
willingness to lead at this critical nmonment. | | ook
forward to your testinony. Again, thank you, and thank
you, M. Chairman.

Senator Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Reed,
for that statenent.

General, | wll now ask you a series of standard
questions this Commttee poses to all mlitary nom nees.
Sinply a yes or no is asked for.

To exercise its legislative and oversi ght
responsibilities, it is inmportant that this Commttee and
ot her appropriate commttees of the Congress be able to

receive testinony, briefings, and ot her comruni cati ons of
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I nformati on. Have you adhered to applicable | aws and
regul ati ons governing conflicts of interest?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree, when asked, to give
your personal views, even if those views differ fromthe
adm nistration in power?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Chairman.

Chai rman W cker: Have you assuned any duties or
undert aken any actions which woul d appear to presune the
outcone of the confirmati on process?

General W/ sbach: No, Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: WIIl you ensure your staff conplies
wi th deadlines established for requested comuni cati ons,
I ncl udi ng questions for the record in hearings?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: WIIl you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
request s?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: WIIl those wtnesses be protected
fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree, if confirmed, to
appear and testify, upon request, before this Commttee?

CGCeneral W/ sbach: Yes, Chairman.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provi de docunents
I ncl udi ng copies of electronic forns of communication in a
timely manner when requested by a duly constituted
commttee, or to consult with the commttee regarding the
basis for any good-faith delay or denial in providing such
docunent s?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Chairman.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very much. And now you

are recogni zed for your opening statenent.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL KENNETH S. W LSBACH, USAF, FOR
REAPPO NTMENT TO THE GRADE OF GENERAL AND TO BE CHI EF OF
STAFF OF THE Al R FORCE.

General W/ sbach: Al right. Thank you and good
norni ng. Chai rman W cker, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di sti ngui shed nenbers of the Commttee, it is an honor to
appear before you today, and I amgrateful for the
opportunity to speak to you. | |look forward to our
di scussions in the hours ahead. Mre inportantly, if
confirmed, | look forward to working closely with each of
you, and with your colleagues in the Senate and the House
to advance the strength and readi ness of our Air Force.

| amincredibly grateful to President Trunp for the
trust and confidence he has placed in ne with this
nom nation to serve as the next Chief of Staff of the Ar
Force. | recognize the enornous responsibility that cones
wWith this position, especially in the global security
environnent. If confirnmed, | pledge to give ny all to
successfully fulfill the duties of the office on behalf of
the Anerican peopl e.

Qur nation relies on the Air Force to deliver air
superiority, nuclear and conventional global strike, rapid
mobility, command and control, and intelligence,
surveill ance, and reconnai ssance. These are no-fai

m ssions. They are critical to our national security,
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particularly in an increasingly dangerous world. \While
peace is always our goal, it nust be preserved through
strength, with a mlitary so capable, lethal, and decisive
t hat no adversary woul d choose to chall enge us.

If confirnmed, | see two priorities as central to
ensuring that strength: readiness and noderni zation. The
nost inportant thing we do as an Air Force is fly and fix
ai rpl anes, and we nust field new capabilities as rapidly as
possi ble. And | believe enpowering conmand teans to hol d
t hensel ves and their airnmen to the highest warrior
standards are the keys to success.

| would like to share a bit about nyself and ny
famly. | have served in the Air Force for nearly 40
years, since | graduated fromcollege. M wfe, C ndy, who
I s seated behind ne, has been ny partner through every step
of that journey, and she has been with ne throughout ny
entire career. She has always had a full-tinme job, but she
has al ways nade tinme for famlies of servicenenbers that |
have served with. Her conpassion, her |eadership, and care
have touched the |lives of airnen, spouses, and famlies.
know | woul d not be here today w thout our shared faith and
Cndy's selfless service and sacrifice. |In many ways, she
has served the Air Force every bit as much as | have.

Service runs deep in both of our famlies. GCindy's

dad was a Marine. Her stepdad was a career National
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Guardsman fromthe state of Florida. M grandfathers both
fought in Wrld War Il. One as a Marine and the other as a
submariner. And ny father was a career Navy pilot, and two
of ny uncles, who graduated from West Point, were career
Arnmy officers. So when it cane tinme for nme to choose ny
service, | chose the Air Force to round out our joint
famly. And, in case any of you were wondering, we are
still working on our draft pick for the Space Force. | am
really thankful for ny famly's | egacy of service, and nore
i nportantly, for their | ove and support of ne throughout ny
entire career.

| wll close with this. G ndy and | had planned to
retire to our honme state of Florida and begin the next
chapter of our lives this year, but then | received a cal
to continue ny service. After nuch reflection and prayer,
| said yes, because | love this country and | | ove the Ar
Force. M greatest notivation remains the young airnen and
especially those enlisted, who are doing the hard work
every day, like manning mssile silos, and guarding
flightlines, and turning wenches, flying on the |eading
edge, and carrying out the many duties that make our Air
Force strong.

| am hunbl ed by the opportunity, and | just want to
t hank you for your tinme today and the consideration of ny

nom nation. | look forward to your questions. Thank you.
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, CGeneral. So |
will begin with ny 5 mnute period of questioning.

First of all, | have asked this to al nost every
nom nee this year. Mich of the funding in the Defense
Reconciliation Bill is unspecific, because of our rules,
and will technically be at the discretion of the Depart nent
of Defense, though we have provided recommendati ons for
t hem

General W/ sbach, a quick yes-or-no answer. WII| you
carry out congressional intent for reconciliation funding
in the One Big Beautiful Bill?

General W/ sbach: Senator, | wll carry out the
funding in accordance with the law, and | will strive to do
ny best with the intent of Congress, as well.

Chairman Wcker: So that is not an explicit answer,
Is it?

General W/ sbach: No, but | definitely will foll ow
t he | aw, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Now |l et ne ask you about one of the
things that | nentioned in ny opening statenent. Over the
past several years, the Air Force has faced persistent
decline in overall aircraft m ssion-capabl e readi ness.
This includes the F-22, F-35, KC- 135, and even the KC- 46,
falling well bel ow readiness targets. You are going to

have a job ahead of you changing this, but it absolutely

14
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has got to be changed. W have got to reverse this rate of
declining mssion capabilities. How are you going to do
that, sir?

General W/ sbach: The first thing, Senator, and we
have got a head start on this with the budgets that we are
enpl oyi ng right now and the ones that we expect here in the
near future, but we need to fund the weapons systens
sust ai nnent accounts at a much higher level than they are
funded at this point.

What i s happening, as the aircraft are flying, we have
the people available to fix them but they determ ne we
need a part, and they turn around to the shelf to pull the
part off the shelf and it is not there. And it is because
we have not funded those accounts to the degree where --

Chai rman Wcker: That is conpletely a funding.

General W/l sbach: It is not conpletely a funding, but
that is a large part of it.

The other aspect that | concentrated on when | was in
ny last job at Air Conbat Command is having commanders and
their senior enlisted | eaders focus on their aircraft on a
daily basis, to |l ook at what are the issues, and then the
enterprise cones to help them So oftentines a wing at a
particul ar base will need a part, and that part is
somewhere el se. And they can reach out every single day to

the enterprise and get that part noving. But it is an
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enphasis on daily attention to the maintenance of the
fleet.

Chairman Wcker: This has been a problemfor a while,
and it has not been fixed. So you will be charged with
maki ng a quant um change.

Now | et ne ask you this, for the record. | think |
know your answer. | certainly hope |I do. The Ar Force
fiscal year 2026 budget request proposes elimnating
program fundi ng of roughly $75 mllion for Junior ROTC |
think this is conpletely wong-headed and foolish, and I
need your assurance that we are not going to zero out
Juni or ROTC.

General W/ sbach: Senator, thank you for your concern
about this. | share that, and | think that Junior ROIC is
a fantastic program where we can expose young people to
what it mght be like to serve, in this case in the Ar
Force, or Junior ROICs for the other services, as well. It
al so perhaps allows us to have a greater pool for
recruiting, because it exposes those young people to the
core values of our service earlier on, and perhaps may
stave off things that could potentially disqualify them at
a future point, like drug use or crine, keep their physical
fitness in check as well as their grades.

So | am supportive of Junior ROTC, and | | ook forward

to working with you further on this, because | would like
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to see it funded.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very much for that answer.
And you nentioned that you intend to enforce the law. This
Commttee and this Congress, through |egislation signed by
the President of the United States, have for years ordered
that Juni or ROTC be expanded, with the specific nunbers.
And this is not a judgnent advisory. It is the law, and we
intend for it to be followed and abi ded by. And so |
appreci ate that assurance, and would join you in saying
that not only is it a great recruiting tool for all of our
branches of the service, but it is a citizenship builder,
and it represents a subset, in al nost every school, of
hi gher achi evers and nore advanced graduates. So thank you
for your answer there.

Senat or Reed.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairnman, and
t hank you, Ceneral. As | nentioned in nmy opening
statenment, contested logistics will be a critical factor in
any future conflict. And as | nentioned, also the Agile
Conbat Enpl oynent, ACE, systemis being devel oped. Can you
tal k about the capabilities and concepts that are shaping
t hat new system and how you w Il provide |ogistics support

and support yourself in that context?

General W/ sbach: Wll, since we only have 4 m nutes
and 30 seconds left I wll go very quickly here, Senator,
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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because | could talk all day |long about this. But the
first thing that is really inportant about contested

| ogi stics is prepositioning. So ahead of time, while there
is no threat or very limted threat we purchase equi pnent
and supplies, and we put themin places where we intend to
operate from One of the nobst inportant things we can do
to mnimze especially the pressure on the systemat the
begi nning of a conflict, because the stuff that you need is
going to be at the place where you are operating from at

t he begi nning and you do not have to imedi ately start
resupplying. So prepositioning, really inportant.

The other thing is canouflage and conceal nent. So the
t hings that you put there, you do not want it to be a
sitting duck target. You want to try to hide it away.

And then the last thing is nultiple nodes of travel,
surface and air for those in the Pacific. |In other places
around the planet you can use roads and rails, as well, and
t aki ng advantage of all nodes of travel to get it there.
And in sonme cases you will have to use, you only wll be
able to use mlitary because of the threat |evel, but if
there is an opportunity to contract that in, that is
anot her option, as well.

Senator Reed: And that is, as we discussed yesterday,
that is the reason why the mlitary should have the

I ntell ectual property for every systemit enploys, going
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forward, so that soldiers, airnen, sailors, space guardi ans
can fix the equipnent in the fields?

General W/ sbach: | agree with that.

Senator Reed: Thank you. You nentioned in your
openi ng statenent, General, that your priorities are
readi ness and noderni zation, and readiness is tied to
sust ai nnent costs, which are very difficult to control
The F-35 is the classic exanple. | think it is about
$39, 000 an hour to sustain. And that is one of the reasons
why, as the Chairman indicated, we are not retaining
pilots, because if you sit around at a sinulator all day,
it is not as much fun as flying.

What are we going to do to inprove readi ness,
particul ar respect to sustai nment?

General W/ sbach: Well, we definitely have to invest
I n those accounts, so that the parts are on the shel ves
when the aircraft flies. Incidentally, just speaking of
the F-35, when the aircraft begins its flight and takes
off, and they are fixed, they fly for extended nunber of
sorties before they break the next tinme. The problemwth
the F-35 is now they have to wait for the part to be
shipped. So investing in those parts so that they are on
t he shelves, so the airnmen that work on the flightline can
turn around to the shelf, grab the part, put it in the

airplane, and nowit is going to perhaps be several nore
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days before that jet needs to be nmintained again. And al
that tinme where it is sitting, waiting for that part, is
downti me where we cannot use the aircraft to train. So
that investnment is really inportant to backfill the shel ves
wth parts.

Senat or Reed: Changing topics, the Air Force plans to
reduce force structure in a nunber of ISR platforns --
AWACS, JSTARS, U2, d obal Hawk. What that cause a
significant and consequential decrenment in the ability of
ot her services to operate without these ISR platforns?

General W/ sbach: R ght now w are in a transition,
and we have, in the past, used the airborne platforns quite
a bit. You nentioned many of them And those have served
us well. And we are in a transition to noving nuch of our
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnai ssance into the
space platform And there are a | ot of advantages of that.
One is the staying power and the ability to have access to
It 24/7. You do not have to turn sorties. Satellite is
there, and it is collecting al nost nonst op.

That being said, you know, in that transition we do
get a |lot of service out of sone of our current platforns,
and there is an argunent where, say, for exanple, an M9
I's not survivable in a highly contested environnent. True
statenent, but there are a lot of environments where it is

not contested, and that platform provides quite a bit of
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benefit to us.

So | think we need to strike up a bal ance as we
transition.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nmuch. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Fischer.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
norni ng, General, and wel cone.

General W/ sbach: Thank you.

Senator Fischer: General, we nust ensure that the B-
21 fleet is sized appropriately to ensure that the United
States sustains the dom nance in our air-based | eg of our
triad. |f confirmed, what factors will you consider in
determ ni ng how many B-21s the Air Force should procure?

General W/ sbach: Thank you, Senator. Good to see
you. Thanks for the tinme in your office earlier this week.
The B-21 is going to be an amazing platform and it is
comng off the production line as we speak. As you know,
we have received two test articles, and it is going very
well fromthe standpoint of tineline. And | expect great
things with it.

As we | ook at the global threat and the ability for
our platfornms that we have in the Air Force, not just the
B-21 but all of our platforns, to service the needs of the

conbat ant commanders, not just one but all of them that
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allows you to do the very conplicated nmath problem of how
many we need. As you know, the current program of record
for the B-21 is 100 aircraft, and | |ook forward to working
with you and determning if that is the correct nunber as
we go forward.

Senat or Fischer: You know, we spoke about this when
we net earlier, and the STRATCOM Commander, he has said
t hat we shoul d have at |east 145 B-21 bonbers. At the tine
that we were visiting, you suggested that perhaps B-52s
could also fill in there. | tend to disagree with you on
that. | think it is inportant to be able to trust the
j udgnent of our STRATCOM Conmander on what is needed with
regard to the bonmbers, especially when we have to | ook at
t he congested area that they are going to be flying in, the
dangerous environnents that they are going to fly in.

So | hope that you will work, the Secretary wll work,
W th our STRATCOM Commander and work with this Committee,
as well, to make sure we take everything into consideration
t hat needs to be considered on that front.

General W/ sbach: | absolutely will, Senator.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you. | know we w |l have
di scussi ons.

General W/ sbach: Yes.

Senator Fischer: Also, | appreciated your response to

the Commttee's Advanced Policy Questions that you, quote,
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"unequi vocal ly agree that nmaintaining a credi ble and
effective nuclear deterrent is, in your assessnent, the
Departnent's highest priority m ssion, and noderni zi ng our
nation's nuclear forces is a critical national security
| nperative," end quote.

| understand the Departnent is continuing to find ways
to accelerate and inprove the Sentinel programas it noves
towards a M| estone B decision, and keeping this program on
track should be the Air Force's top priority. W also nust
ensure the Mnuteman |1l is sustained and remains credible
as we conplete that transition to the Sentinel, and we al so
di scussed that.

|f confirmed, will you conmt to using all available
tools to support the Sentinel program and sustain the
M nut eman system as | ong as necessary?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Senator, | wll.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. Wat do you think of
proposals to restructure how the Departnent manages the
hi gh-profile prograns |like Sentinel by utilizing the direct
reporting program managers? Wuld having that senior
| eader solely focusing on inproving and nanagi ng these
prograns be beneficial, in your opinion?

General W/ sbach: They would, Senator. | am
supporti ve.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. Last question, on
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munitions. | have kind of focused on nunitions, and
obviously we talked a little bit about that, as well. How
do you view working with conpanies so that we can really
I ncrease that nunitions production capacity? As we have
| earned over the | ast several years, nodern conflicts, they
expend nmunitions at a nuch faster pace than we have
traditionally planned for. So how woul d you approach that?
We talk about it all the tine. W have for over 3 years.
And | tend to worry about that. Put nmy mind at ease.

General W/ sbach: There are two parts that | think we
shoul d concentrate on. One is to hold the contractors and
conpani es that are manufacturing the nunitions to the
contract that they signed, and to pressure themto nake
sure they are neeting the contract. On the governnent
side, the nost inportant thing we can do is provide
predi ctabl e and stabl e demand signal. Wen we adjust and
vacillate it scares the conpani es, and then they under-
I nvest. And then what happens is they slow down.

So it is both sides. They need to neet the contract.
We need to be stable and predictable.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, sir, and | appreciate
your service and that of your famly. Thank you.

General W/ sbach: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Senator

Hi r ono.
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Senator Hirono: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Wl cone,
CGeneral, to you and your wife. Thank you for your service,
and, of course, as forner Commander of Pacific Air Force.

| ask the following two initial questions of nom nees
on all of ny commttees to ensure their fitness to serve,
so | wll ask you these questions.

Since you becane a |l egal adult, have you ever made
unwant ed requests for sexual favors or conmmtted any verbal
or physical harassnent or assault of a sexual nature?

General W/ sbach: No, Senator.

Senator H rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenent related to this kind of conduct?

General W/ sbach: No, Senator.

Senator Hirono: General, successive adm nistrations
have identified China as the pacing threat to U S. national
security, and the Indo-Pacific as the priority theater. It
IS concerning that there are sone runors, recent reporting,
that the draft National Defense Strategy de-prioritizes the
chal | enges posed by China. General, as the forner
Commander of Pacific Air Force, you are acutely aware of
the threat posed by China to our interests in the |Indo-
Pacific AOR  Ceneral, would you agree that China continues
to be a significant, or the nost significant, threat to
U.S. national security?

Ceneral W/l sbach: Well, first of all, aloha.
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Senator Hi rono: Al oha.

General W/ sbach: Aloha. And yes, | would agree.
Senator Hirono: Recent news reports -- that is
reassuring. | do not think we can afford to take our eyes

of the threats posed by China. Recent news reports have

I ndi cated senior mlitary |eaders, including Chairman

Cai ne, have expressed serious concerns over the draft NDS
shift to the honel and and Western Hem sphere. So if
confirmed, will you commt to providing your best mlitary
advice to the Secretary of Defense regarding this matter,
even if it is not what he wants to hear?

General W/Ilsbach: | wll, Senator.

Senator Hirono: General, our strong network of allies
and partners in the Indo-Pacific is one of our greatest
advant ages, and we have a lot of mlitary exercises with
these partners. It is one of our greatest advantages over
China, and nust remain a priority in the National Defense
Strategy. Recent exercises |ike Resolute Force Pacific
play a critical role in testing the Air Force's ability to
strengt hen our capability, interoperability, and readi ness
with our regional partners. And, in fact, this exercise
that | referred to involved over 25 partner nations.

Can you share sone of the key |l essons | earned from
REFORPAC, the exercise | referred to? And if confirned,

Wil you commit to prioritize funding for future Air Force
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exercises and training in the Indo-Pacific, which are vital
to enhancing our relationships wwth our allies and partners
in the region?

General W/ sbach: The second part of your question
first. Yes, | wll commt, not only to the Pacific but to
allies and partners all over the world.

As far as the |essons | earned goes, one that you
mentioned strai ght away was the val ue of bringing the
allies and partners together. And what you realize from
that is interoperability, and in sone cases
I nterchangeability. And when you get that, any adversary
t hat watches that, they do not have to just worry about the
United States. They have to worry about the United States
plus all of those partners that we have together. It is an
extrenely val uabl e deterrence. That is probably the
bi ggest thing.

Senator Hi rono: Thank you. Wth the ongoing
retirement of the aging E-3 fleet, Pacific Air Force has
identified an urgent need to field a replacenent for early
warni ng and control aircraft as soon as possible.
Unfortunately, the Air Force initially cancelled funding in
the fiscal year 2026 budget for the E-7 Wedgetail, which is
set to replace the E-3, only reversing course after both
t he House and Senate nove to restore funding.

General, given the inportance of the E-7 to operations
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In the I ndo-Pacific and the acknowl edged del ays in space-
based alternatives, will you support this programin future
budget s?

General W/ sbach: Senator, the requirenent is for
domai n awar eness, and | support prograns that provide us
t hat domai n awareness. So as we go forward, | |ook forward
to working with you and the other nenbers of the Commttee
to figure out what is the platformthat provides donmain
awar eness. Because | know that the conbatant commanders of
all of the geographic conbatant conmanders are going to
need domai n awar eness.

Senator Hirono: This replacenent aircraft has been a
long tinme comng, and | think we need to stay the course.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Senator Fischer: [Presiding.] Thank you, Senator
Hirono. Senator Cotton, you are recogni zed.

Senator Cotton: General W/ sbach, congratul ations on
your nom nation, and thank you for your lifetine of service
to our nation. | want to return to the thenme of the
readi ness crisis, because it deeply concerns ne. W have
pilots today taking on risks flying conbat mssions in jets
t hat have not been updated since the 1990s. |If fighter
procurenment stays where it is now, where are we taking the
bi ggest risks over the next decade?

CGCeneral W/ sbach: W have tal ked about the readi ness
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of the aircraft, just the availability of the aircraft. So
half of the aircraft that we have, say, it is not the exact
figure, but let's say half of the aircraft that we have are
avai | abl e on any given day. That neans that you cannot fly
your full fleet. So what that neans is the pilots and the
crews are not training. So the first thing we do is
sustain the weapon system sustai nnent account so we get
that aircraft availability up. Now the pilots can train on
a nore regul ar basis.

You do not | ook at any professional sports person,
athlete, that practices two tines a week. They practice
al nost every day. Well, our pilots are flying about two to
two and a half tinmes a week in a fighter aircraft. That is
not enough. That is why, in nmy |ast assignnent, | nade it
a requirenent for Air Conbat Command fighter pilots to fly
a mnimumof three tines a week. Wen | was a |lieutenant |
flew al nost four and a half tines a week. That would all ow
the proficiency that we can devel op so that we are ready.

Senator Cotton: So fair to say that today's young
| i eutenants and captains in our fighters are not getting
the sane | evel of training and preparation that Lieutenant
W | sbach got back in the day?

General W/l sbach: | believe that is true. Now, they
have an advantage that | did not have, which is the

sinmul ators that we have today are highly capable, and there
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is alot of value in the simulators. W did not have that
when | was a youngster, but we made up for it by flying
nore. That is why | dictated three sorties a week versus
nore than that.

Senator Cotton: Can our current fifth-generation
fighters execute our mmjor conbat operational plans w thout
the fourth-generation fleet?

General W/ sbach: Doubtful. The fourth generation
brings a lot of capability. For exanple, the F-15 is an
I ncredi bl e workhorse. It is going to be able to fire sone
of the nore | ong-range weapons that do not actually fit in
t he weapons bays of the fifth-generation aircraft. And you
can also use the fourth gen for m ssions that do not
require penetrating into highly contested environnent |ike
your defensive counter air that tends to be defendi ng your
bases, et cetera.

And then the fourth gen woul d obviously be doing
honel and defense, as well, which, in the current
envi ronnment you cannot just wite off the fact that you
w Il not be targeted, because of the nature of the threat
are gl obal now.

Senator Cotton: | agree that it is doubtful, at best,
probably. Gven all that, are we currently flying our
| egacy fleet at a significant risk level, and do you expect

that risk to increase over the next decade?
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General W/l sbach: | think the risk level is
appropriate, and the conmanders have authority to adjust
that on a daily basis, and the crews know what that neans
in terns of execution.

Senator Cotton: | amstill concerned about the risks
we are accepting as we wait for new capabilities to cone
online. If confirnmed, would you be wlling to | everage
addi tional fighter production to replace our oldest jets
and strengthen our strike fighter fleet --

General W/ sbach: Absolutely.

Senator Cotton: -- if Congress can find the funds?
Send them your way?

General W/ sbach: Absolutely. Thank you.

Senator Cotton: Good. Finally, General WIsbach, you
probably know that Fort Smith is the hone now of the F-35
I nternational training mssion. W have stood up this
mssion in record tinme, thanks to all-hands-on-deck
cooperation fromthe Air Force, the Air National CGuard, and
state and |l ocal partners. Arkansas is already producing
conbat-ready F-35 pilots for our allies. If confirned, can
| get your commtnent to ensuring that Ebbing Air National
GQuard Base continues to receive the resources it needs to
effectively train our allied pilots?

General W/ sbach: | commt, Senator.

Senator Cotton: Thank you very nuch.

31
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General W/ sbach: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: [Presiding.] Thank you very nuch.
Senat or Kai ne.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you, M. Chair, and
congratul ations, General W] sbach. | appreciated the
opportunity we had to visit the other day.

Ukrai ne's QOperation Spiderweb denonstrated how
vul nerabl e Russian aircraft left out in the open would be
to UAS attacks. The Arny has been designated the executive
agent for managi ng the counter-UAS operation within the
Departnent, but the Air Force, obviously, has a very vested
interest in tinely and effective solutions to this
challenge. And | inmagine you are particularly famliar
with the chal |l enge because of your assignnent at Joint Base
Langl ey-Eustis. So tell the Commttee how you are thinking
about the counter-UAS threat at honme and abroad, and what
coordi nati on do you expect you will have with the other
st akehol ders, including the Arny, to deal with the threat?

CGeneral W/ sbach: Yes, thank you, Senator. Geat to
see you again, and thanks for your tinme in the office the
ot her day.

First thing, there is offensive counter-UAS -- sorry.
There is of fensive UAS, which you addressed, and then there
i s counter-UAS on the defense side, and they are both

things that we have to take on and i nprove our capability.
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Let's tal k defense first, and you nenti oned Langl ey,
whi ch happened in Decenber of '23. The current defensive
systens that we have are not adequate for the current
threat, so we actually need to acquire systens that work.
It is very conplex in the US., because it is very easy to
shoot these down with kinetic weapons. But you obviously
woul d not want to do that in a city |ike Hanmpton, Virginia,
because the bullets drop on sonebody's honme. So you have
to do this non-kinetically. So the equi pnent that we
purchase for the States has to work. So that is the
def ensi ve si de.

On the offensive side, it is very difficult, and we
are seeing the success that Wkraine is having with these,
And it is very difficult to defend agai nst these, and they
are seeing success in their battle with the Russians by
usi ng these systens. And they are very inexpensive. They
are on the right side of the cost curve, and we should
I nvest in that capability.

The Secretary of War has recently stood up Joint
| nt eragency Task Force 401, that is helping all of the
services to understand what is the best equi pnent to buy.
Al nost every conpany that | talk to has a deal they want to
sell you, you know, a wdget that will do this, and it is
very difficult to cut through the wheat and the chaff, to

find the wheat in the chaff. So that is what they are

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

going to help us with, as well as the authorities. That
was anot her | esson | earned that canme up during the Decenber
23 at Langley is the conplex rules of engagenent and
authorities that were available to us at the tine --

Senat or Kai ne: Yeah, |ocal |aw enforcenment, FAA

General W/ sbach: Right.

Senator Kaine: | nean, the whole | evel of --

General W/ sbach: Honel and def ense.

Senat or Kai ne: Yeah.

General W/ sbach: The FBI, everybody. So yes, so we
have got to cut through that and nake the rul es of
engagenent and the understanding of the authorities nuch
cl earer.

Senator Kaine: Do you have a sense how far down the
road we are in that? Because we have been saying that,
yeah, we need to do that. W recognized after Langl ey
Decenber '23 that we had this authorities problem
especially in donestic airspace, and we need to coordi nate.
Do you have a sense of how t he stakehol der process is
goi ng, or how far down the road we are in figuring this
out ?

General W/ sbach: Well, even since before JADA 401
stood up, we had noved, and there were additi onal
authorities, and we had a lot nore clarity even before that

stood up. W still have sone nore work to do, and | feel
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very confident in the interagency process, all the

st akehol ders are in the neeting, and they are maki ng good
progress. And | am confident we are going to get to a good
spot in the near future.

Senator Kaine: So ny takeaways are we are nmaking
progress, we still have nore to do, but also we do not have
the platfornms that we need to successfully defend agai nst
this threat now So that is sonmething that the Commttee
has to pay attention to as we are thinking about, you know,

probably next year's NDAA and beyond.

You nmentioned the word "widget,” and | amgoing to
finish there. You are famliar with the proverb that
begi ns "For want of a nail"?

General W/ sbach: Yes.

Senator Kaine: So for want of a nail, the ki ngdom was
lost, is the way it goes. It is attributed to the poet
George Herbert or Benjam n Franklin or Shakespeare. But |
think we all get what the proverb neans.

You have tal ked about this maintenance issue, and one
of the issues that you described, in particular, is parts.
If you do not have the right parts, then you cannot fix the
planes. |f you cannot fix the planes, fol ks cannot fly the
nunber of m ssions ny coll eagues are tal king to you about.

What do we need to do to fix this parts problen? Is it al

a matter of private industry, or are there things that the
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Air Force can do wth additive manufacturing and ot her
I nnovations to be its own parts producer?

General W/ sbach: So yes, we do need to fund the
parts. It is generally nore econom cal because the
I ndustry will make the parts in bulk than to nmake them one
at atinme. That is very expensive. Even if you are doing
It yourself it becones very expensive.

But in crisis you would like to be able to have that
capability. So for exanple, if you are deployed to a small
Island in the Pacific and you are in a conflict, you do not
have a week to wait. So having that capability is
sonet hing to | ook into.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you. | yield back.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very much. Senat or
Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. Let ne
begi n by thanking you and your famly for your service
al ready rendered to this country, and | appreciate your
consi deration com ng back out and taking on a real
chall enging position at this tine.

| shared with you, while we were visiting in ny office
that there is one area in particular that | ask al nost
every single four-star that conmes before us. That has to
do with regard to the concern over spectrumand the need to

protect spectrumthat is critical for the defense of our
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country, including those different bands for comruni cation
and radar. So | wll begin by just sinply saying that |
think forcing the Departnment of Defense to vacate or share,
in a suboptimal manner, the 3.1 to 3.45 GHz and the 7.4 to
8.4 GHz bands of the spectrum woul d have a severely
negati ve consequence for our warfighting capabilities,

I ncl udi ng honel and defense m ssions and force protection of
our depl oyed forces.

General, how inportant is spectrumto the American
mlitary?

General W/l sbach: It is alnobst everything, Senator,
because we use certain spectruns based on the physics that
are characteristic of that spectrum and we invent
capability using that physics for our advantage. And if we
have to nove out of that spectrum we then have to invent
nearly a new technology to be able to acconplish the
m ssion that we have al ready spent countless dollars to be
able to use that part of the spectrumfor the purpose of
mlitary objectives.

So novi ng out, one, you may not be able to invent the
new technology if you are in a different spectrum And
two, if you do it is going to take you a while and it is
going to be very expensive.

Senat or Rounds: The U.S. Navy, in ternms of their

di scussion in front of this Commttee, indicated that the
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cost for themjust for their destroyers, the radar that was
on their destroyers, would have been about a quarter of a
trillion dollars, $250 billion, and approximately 20 years
to nove to other parts of the spectrum And we were
specifically talking about the 3.1 to 3.45 GHz band. Does
that inpact the Air Force's capabilities?

General W/l sbach: It does. |In today's world, the
Joint Forces interconnect, and we count on one another for
si tuati onal awareness, weapons enploynent, and many, nany
other things. And if the Navy is not capable of providing
situational awareness then there mght not be any, in this
case. So we all rely on one another, and we do the sane
thing for them W provide them situational awareness, at
ti mes, because we |ink together.

Senator Rounds: Wuld it be fair to say that China
would I ove to see us elimnate the use or the delivery of
the spectrumin the 3.1 to 3.45 and the 7.4 to 8.4 Gz
band, they would | ove to see us send that over and restrict
it to commercial use?

General W/ sbach: Not only would it be fair to say,
we know that they are | obbying us to nove out of that
spectrum And yet, at the sane tinme, they are building
their systens to use that sanme part of the spectrum It
makes you wonder why.

Senat or Rounds: Because it has got the best physics,
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doesn't it, for that particular purpose?

General W/l sbach: | believe that is true.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, sir. Thank you. And I
will also share with you, in the past, unifornmed officers
have had to stand up to individuals with suits and ties,
and they have had to nake very clear that this is a
significant threat to being able to defend our country.
Are you prepared to stand up to those individuals that do
not wear a uniformbut wear a suit and tie, and to tell
them specifically howcritical this issue of spectrum
managenent is?

General W/ sbach: | am Senator.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Senator Fischer did a
very nice job of explaining howcritical we believe the
devel opnent and the depl oynent of the B-21 bonber is. |
fully support her belief that nore than 100 are necessary.
And | understand that while you are not in that position
and that you are going to have to work with a | ot of
people, it would be fair to say that as the anal ysis
continue to cone in, nore than 100 may very well be
required. |In that case, are you prepared to advocate for
t hat hi gher nunber?

General W/l sbach: If confirnmed, | wll.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, sir. Let nme ask you, you

raised a really interesting thing when you tal ked about
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parts and the F-35. And | think one question | have got
for you, it is one thing that we may have a broken piece
and it may take a couple of days to get it back in, and
that is expensive. At what point do we decide that if the
pi ece breaks tinme and tine again, how easy is it, or what
do we do about actually getting the piece to be nodified so
that it is not breaking once a week?

General W/ sbach: That is normal business for us,
Senator. So we analyze things |like that. So you have a
particular part. Say it is an electrical generator on an
aircraft, and we realize that it is continuously breaking
at a higher than predicted rate. W go back to the
manuf acturer of that part and we say, "You need to redesign
it and get it back out to us so that it is on the aircraft
for a longer period of tinme." That is nornmal business for
us, and we do it constantly.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. | never
t hought | would be at a hearing where the exciting and sexy
topi ¢ of mai ntenance woul d be dom nating the di scussi on.

But it is critically inportant for all the reasons you have
menti oned, Ceneral.

A coupl e of points that have been touched upon. W

are in the world of 3D printing, and you can 3D print with
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nmetal. So two points, and | think the Ranki ng Menber
mentioned this. W should be buying the IP with every
platformwe buy. W should have the intellectual property
so we have the right to print parts. | believe every
hangar should have a 3D printer. They are not that
expensive, and it is sort of the right-to-repair idea.

That is one point.

Second, | would hope, given what | believe you
characterize as a serious problem if not a crisis, that
you woul d convene a high-level teamto take a bl ank sheet
of paper and say, what is the problen? What are the
bottl enecks? Is it parts? |Is it workforce? Wat is
slowing us down? |If Delta Airlines had an availability of
50 or 60 percent of their airplanes, they would be out of
busi ness. And these airplanes are expensive.

So | commend to you those two suggestions. | hope
that is sonething you m ght be considering.

General W/ sbach: Absolutely. 1In fact, | actually
did this in ny last job, did exactly what you said, is get
the teamtogether, pad and a pencil, and what are the
| ssues that are causing us the problens and what are the
things that we can do to fix it? And if confirned, | would
|i ke to expand that to the rest of the Air Force.

On the 3D printing, we do quite a bit of 3D printing

al ready, and the innovation of our airnen to figure out how
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could I ook at expanding that. It would be valuable to us.

Senator King: By the way, the Air Force is not unique
in this problem The Navy is in exactly the sane position
wth their availability of their ships and the | ength of
time they are out of service in maintenance.

Question about drones, and to ne it underlines the
cunber sonmeness of our mlitary procurenent system Al
tells me that Ukraine is now produci ng 200, 000 drones a
nonth, at an average price of $500. W do not have
renotely that capacity here. And | believe we are m ssing,
| think, the major |esson of Ukraine, which is the
| nportance of drone warfare.

| woul d hope that this mght be, again, a place of
renewed -- not renewed -- of new enphasis, not only
def ensi ve, which you have nentioned, but also offensive. |
find it astoundi ng what the Ukrainians have been able to
do. Think of that -- 200,000 drones produced a nonth,
average cost $500. W have got to have a mmjor initiative
In this area, in ny view. Do you agree?

General W/ sbach: | do, Senator, and we have cone to
the sane | essons | earned that you have, that this is a
tactic that would be useful for us. And it creates nassive
di l emmas for your adversary because they have to honor

t hose 200,000 a nonth. They do not know what they are up
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to. They m ght have a weapon on them They m ght just be
a decoy. But they have to honor them And you end up
overwhel m ng their defenses, and then you eventual ly get
one to the target, and you achi eve objective. So we are
| earning that |esson. And by the way, 3D printing, you can
3D print one-way attack drones at scale, so we should
invest in that, | believe.

Senator King: Thank you. Final point. An
I nteresting change in the | aw was nade wi th Gol dwat er -
Ni chols in 1986. Prior to that, the principal mlitary
advi sor to the President was the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and the other chiefs were subsidiary, if
you will. 1In 1986, the | aw was changed in an interesting
way, providing that you, that the individual chiefs, had
the oppy and, in fact, responsibility to provide their best
advice to the President, the National Security Council.

It is very interesting that the commttee report uses
this | anguage: "This subsection would create a very
| nportant mechanismthat is designed to encourage
diversity" -- we could not use that word today, | don't
t hi nk, but anyway -- "to encourage diversity in the
mlitary advice provided to senior civilian decision-
makers. Al though the views of the Chairman as the
principal mlitary advisor should be clear and undil uted,

t he ot her nmenbers of the JCS would be free to submt
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| hope you will take that responsibility seriously and
provi de your independent mlitary advice, when requested by
civilian | eaders.

General W/l sbach: | take it very seriously, Senator,
and | wll absolutely give ny best mlitary advice at al
times, even when it mght not even be asked for.

Senator King: That is exactly what | wanted to hear.
But | also, and I think you said this earlier, you have had
a 40-year career. You have com ng out of alnobst retirenent
to do this job. You do not really need this job. |
sincerely hope that you will provide that advice, even
t hough it nmay not be what the policymaker wants to hear.

General W/ sbach: Yes, Senator, | wll.

Senator King: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Senator Craner: [Presiding.] Thank you, Senator
King. | now recogni ze Senator Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, Senator Craner, and good
norning, Ceneral. It is great to have you here. And thank
you so nmuch for taking the tinme to be in front of our
Committee. And | also want to thank your wife for being
here, as well. W know that you cannot achi eve great
t hi ngs wi t hout havi ng wonderful people supporting you al
al ong the way. So thank you so nuch for being here.

You know what | amgoing to start wwth. W started
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wth this in ny office. It is no surprise to the Conmttee
that | wll talk about this either. But | really want to
focus on an issue that is really inportant not just to |owa
and to me but also tour nation's readiness and our honel and
defense, and that is the nodernization of the Sioux Cty
Air National Guard's runway. And for years the Air Force
has acknow edged the critical role of the 185th Air
Refueling Wng in Sioux Cty.

The unit flies our KC 135 Stratotankers and it enables
our joint allied aircraft to project their power globally.
They al so stand ready to refuel NORAD aircraft and respond
rapidly to honel and defense m ssions. And their ability to
| aunch and respond quickly is a key part of our |ayered
deterrence posture here at hone.

And yet, in spite of the Air Force's stated
commtnent, the runway repair and nodernization fundi ng has
repeatedly flipped off of their radar. But Congress has
not forgotten about that comm tnent, and we do expect that
it wll be honored.

So CGeneral, if confirmed, can you conmmit to ensuring
that the Air Force fully funds and conpletes the Sioux City
runway project on schedule and wi thout further delay?

General WIlsbach: | wll do ny best, Senator. | know
that you know this. | was very encouraged to learn that in

August of 2025, so just a few weeks ago, we got the 100
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percent design, which is sonething that we w sh we woul d
have done a while ago. W finally got that done. So that
was the next step, so we can nove forward now. W have got

t he budget request in for fiscal year 2026, and then we can

go fromthere. But | wll do ny best. | prom se you.
Senator Ernst: For today | wll accept your soft
answer, but | will keep pressing on this. | do think it is

very inportant that we honor that commtnent to this
i ncredi ble unit.

General W/l sbach: | look forward to working with you.

Senator Ernst: Thank you so nuch, sir. How are you
prioritizing infrastructure nodernization for Guard and
Reserve installations like the project that we have in
Sioux City?

General W/ sbach: M thoughts on the Guard and the
Reserve and the active duty is that priority schene,
especially for infrastructure, should be relatively flat.
So what | nean by that is do not privilege any one of those
conponents. W rely so nuch on our reserve conponent, both
the Air National Guard and the Air Force Reserve, and in
many cases the units are actually conbined. And what
shoul d encourage everyone is in those units, you go in
t here and you cannot even tell who the guardsman is or the
active duty or the reservist, because everybody is so

prof essi onal, everybody is a warrior, and they are getting
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t he m ssion done.

So I do not believe that you should shortchange a
GQuard unit or a reservist because they are a GQuard unit, or
a reservist. W need the facilities to be up to par,
because our facilities for the Air Force are power
projection platformns.

Senator Ernst: Mmhmm And thank you for that. And

just a little bit nore on that, because we are running

short on tinme. | just want to point out, too, that their
mssion is very critical. It does not matter whether you
are active, Air Guard, Air Force Reserves. It just does

not matter. So when it cones to noderni zation we need to
make sure each one of those conponents gets a piece of that
pie and that we are paying attention to it.

So | amgoing to junp to ny last topic, which I
di scussed with you, but a clean audit. | could go through
a nunber of exanples where we have | acked accountability,
not just Air Force but across the spectrum at our
Department of War. But if you would, please, detail how we
will get to a clean audit wthin the Departnent of the Ar
For ce.

General W/ sbach: W have been tasked by the
Secretary of WAr to pass the audit. W are going to pass
the audit. And the way that you get to that, because it is

qui te conpl ex, as you know, there are many factors and

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

48

facets of passing that, but we know what the test questions
are. And so we need to start working at it and taking
time. It is the adage that we tal ked about in your office
-- How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a tine. That
Is what we have to do at the audit. But it is not a
nmystery how to pass the audit. It is clear howto do it.
We just have to take our tine, go to the sources, conplete
the work, and we will be fine. | started this when | was
in nmy last job, with Air Conbat Conmand, and if confirned,

| would like to expand that out to the entire Air Force.

Senator Ernst: Thank you. Thank you for your
service. | look forward to supporting your confirmation.

General W/ sbach: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Craner: Senator Kelly is recognized.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. General,
congratul ations on your nom nation. Thank you for your
conti nued service to our country.

| recently visited Ukraine, also recently spoke with
several of their F-16 pilots, in Tucson, in Ukraine, here
in my office. And these aviators are doing a fantastic
job. It was obviously a little rough going in the
begi nning, getting themup to speed on the platform These
guys are flying multiple sorties a day, sonetines four or
five in a single day, under constant treat, continuously

bei ng | ocked up by surface-to-air mssile systens and
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Russian aircraft. They still manage to intercept thousands
of eneny drones, cruise mssiles.

Despite these successes, there renains clear
opportunities for us to help themfurther. They are
struggling with the math on how nuch this costs. A Shahed
drone costs maybe $50,000. As you know, an AMRAAM if they
shoot an AVMRAAM at one, that could be up to $900, 000, a
mllion dollars, nmaybe nore in sone cases. A-9s are rather
expensive, as well, not as expensive. But this is becom ng
sort of a math problem and we have got to get the costs
down for themto intercept these cruise mssiles and
dr ones.

We al so have problens with throughput of F-16 pilots.
They only get so many slots a year at Tucson |nternational,
at the 162nd. | would like to see that increased, if we
could find a way to do that. | know we have our own
training requirenents for our owmn F-16 pilots, and we have
got contracts with other countries for FMS prograns that we
have.

But General, will you conmmit to working with ne to
identify sonme ways to try to expand and accelerate F-16
pilot training opportunities for Ukraine?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Senator, | wll.

Senator Kelly: And then second, | tal ked about the

air-to-air-nmunitions. They have been shooting Zuni
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rockets. M understanding fromny staff is, | think we
have sent the |ast Zunis that we have had, pretty cheap
option to take out a cruise mssile or a drone. Stil

rat her expensive. They have gunned sone of them That has
wor ked.

| think we have a ot of AIM9Ms still, sone M kes
still in inventory that we do not use anynore. That could
be another option to try to give themnore capability
Wi t hout risking having -- we do not want to be shooting
Al M 9Xs and AVMRAAMS.

So could you work with nme to try to identify sone
further nmunition options to help themin this fight?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Senator, | would |ove to.

Senator Kelly: The other thing they need, and | do
not know if we have given this any consideration here, is
nore help with the airborne EWsystem Sonething |like the
ALQ 167 pod. | think we are able to hang those on F-16s.
| flew sonmething |like that way back in 1991. And | think
that could go a long way to nmaking a difference on the
battl efield.

So that is the third thing. Wuld you be willing to
work with us to try to find sone airborne EWsystemt hat
can hel p assi st the Ukrainians.

General W/ sbach: Yes, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Thank you. Thank you. And then real
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quick, in ny remaining mnute, the NDS, in 2018, identified
China as the top national defense concern, national
security concern for us. Now, less than a decade later, it
does seemthat we are pivoting to the Western Hem sphere.
And as you know, the NDS does not only influence current
def ense posture, it also inforns future spending. And in
ny view, our biggest concern should still be the Western
Pacific, | NDOPACOM the threat fromthe People's Republic
of China. And these are two totally different problem

set s.

Just as an exanple, to penetrate the A-280 bubble in
the Western Pacific, | think the NGAD i s one of the
platforms we really need, and | amglad to see that noving
forward. If we do this pivot to the Western Pacific, this
t hen becones a bi g question.

So if confirmed, wll you work with nmy office and this
Commttee to ensure that the Air Force is resourced for any
potential future fight, especially against our nost
significant adversaries?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you.

Senator Cranmer: Thank you, Senator Kelly. |
recogni ze Senator Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. First off,

congratul ations on your nomnation. You are going to do a
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great job.

General W/ sbach: Thank you.

Senator Scott: So first can we tal k about Honestead
Air Force Base. Unbelievable location, right, and you see
the problens we are having in the Gulf of Anerica now and
wi th adversaries that have conme into Central and South
Anerica. Can you talk about the inportance of Honestead,
the | ocation, and tal k about how we can make sure we have a
flying mssion there so we have sonething to ensure
deterrence?

General W/ sbach: Yes. So the Makos are stationed
there, the Air Force Reserve F-16 squadron. G eat
squadron. It is a great |location, especially for honel and
defense. W can set up alert there. Oher agencies use
that airfield as well, which is helpful. And the Air Force
Reserve is in the running as we | ook at strategic basing
and fighter flowinto the future. That base is in
consideration for a future F-35 base. So we are still
goi ng through the conpetition there, but they are in the
running for that.

Senator Scott: Okay. |If there is anything you think
| need to be doing to nake sure they are not just in the
running but they win, just let nme know.

General W/lsbach: | wll.

Senator Scott: Second, can we just tal k about China?
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So Chi na decided to be our adversary. W foolishly have
becone very dependent on China for a lot of things in our
country, whether it is conputers, TVs, drugs, all sorts of
things. | just had a hearing yesterday, the Speci al

Comm ttee on Aging. Eighty percent of our generic drugs
cone from China and India. Eighty percent of the

I ngredients cone fromChina. |If they do what they are
doing with rare earth mnerals, we have got weeks, naybe
just a few nonths of drugs in our country, and we will be
in trouble. Qur mlitary is very dependent on Chinese
drugs, which nmakes no sense to ne. W are still buying
conputers. W are still buying all sorts of systens from
China, TV sets, all sorts of things.

So what can you do in this role to make sure that
st ops?

General W/ sbach: Thank you, Senator. | appreciate
you aski ng that question. Sone of what you just described
Is outside the lane of a potential future service chief.
But what | will tell you is | do not think the Air Force
shoul d be buying equipnent fromChina. It is very easy to
attach a covert or clandestine tracking device-sl ash-
intelligence device, and then they have got their built-in
intelligence equipnment. It is also very easy if they are
i nside of the supply chain to nmanufacture faulty equi prment,

so when we install it, it does not work, et cetera. There
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any of those threats | would say buy Anerican is a better
choi ce.

Senator Scott: \What about drugs? Do you think our
mlitary ought to be dependent on China for generic drugs?

General W/l sbach: | would Iike to steer away from
that one. That is outside of ny area of expertise.

Senator Scott: Al right. Thank you.

General W/ sbach: Sure.

Senator Craner: Senator Slotkin, you are recogni zed.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you. Wl cone, CGeneral, and
wel cone to your famly. |If you are getting down to ny end
of the dais, you are al nbst done, so it is al nbst over.

General W/ sbach, thank you for com ng and neeting in
my office. W talked about there the great excitenent that
we had in M chigan when the President of the United States
announced, on April 29th, that Selfridge Air Force Base in
Maconmb County was going to be getting a replacenent fighter
m ssion, a bunch of F-15s, to replace our retiring A 10s.
The President canme to M chigan, made this big announcenent,
to great fanfare. W are very excited about it. This is
sonet hing that our Federal and state officials have been
working on for a long tinme, about a decade, so it was the
culmnation of a |lot of that.

But we are hearing that the bureaucratics at the
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Pent agon are | ooking to push out the arrival of those F-
15s, delay the arrivals, such that we would have a gap. W
would retire our A-10s, all our pilots, all our mechanics,
all our logisticians would depart, and then sonething |ike
years |later we would get this fighter mssion and | ose al

of that good training and manpower that we have.

The official docunents that we saw were that these
fighters were going to be arriving in fiscal year 2028.

That nmakes sense to us, because | am assum ng President
Trunp wants to be in office when those fighter jets arrive,
and that is the tineline we are | ooking for.

So if confirnmed, can you tell nme what you will do to
ensure that we live up to the President's, the comrander in
chief's tineline of getting those heel-to-toe fighter jets
into M chi gan?

General W/ sbach: Yes. Thank you, Senator. |
appreci ate you asking ne the questions. First of all, | am
super excited for Selfridge, not only to get the F-15
squadron but also a KC-46 squadron. The associ at ed
I nfrastructure i nprovenent that cone along with those two
platfornms | think are going to make Sel fridge Air Force
Base, Air National Guard Base, the best base in the
country. | nean, because you are going to have --

Senator Slotkin: Mre |lips to God's ears. W are
thrilled.
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General W/ sbach: -- you are going to have the nost
nodern aircraft and facilities that go along. So we are
excited. And yes, you do have ny commtnent to work with
you. As you know, as we phase out the A-10 and nove into
the F-16, we have to train all the crews and all of the
mai ntai ners, as well as the pilots. So they cannot step
out of an A-10 one day and into an F-15 the next. Usually
there is about a year and a half, six nonths to a year and
a half of training for those crews. So we will have to
work that timng. But you are right, fiscal year 2028 is
when the F-15s should arrive.

Senator Slotkin: Geat. WlIlIl, we |look forward to
working with you on that and holding to that.

On the refuelers, you know, we were very happy that
the former Secretary of the Air Force announced 12
refuelers also to replace our current refueler mssion. W
are now hearing whispers again fromthe bureaucratics at
the Pentagon that it may not be 12, that it could be a
| esser nunber. We went and | ooked around, did our
homewor k, in places |ike New Hanpshire and New Jersey. The
package is 12. So do | have your commtnent that we wll
keep the 12, as announced by the Secretary of the Ar
Force?

General W/ sbach: Let ne work with you on that. |

know it was sai d before. | al so know what the Service is
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saying now and al so what the state is feedi ng back to us,
as well. So | wuld like to work with you nore on that.

Senator Slotkin: GCkay. W would like to receive the
commitnent that we were presented with, but |ook forward to
pushing and pulling on that with you in the future.

And then just lastly, | nean, on a totally different
topic, it is hard to have a hearing like this and not |et
the news of the country cone into the room W are
wat chi ng Nati onal Guard be deployed into Anerican cities.
We are watching, in sone cases, active duty being sent into
Anerican cities. And over the weekend there was a | eaked
conversation about potentially sending in the 82nd
Ai rborne, an active-duty Arny unit, not Air Force. But
that unit has Apache helicopters. It has Bl ackhawk
hel i copters, Chinooks. Again, not Air Force assets but air
assets. And | think the idea that air assets woul d ever be
used in Anerican cities really sends a shiver down the
spi ne of nbst Anericans.

So tell nme what you would do if an active-duty Ar
Force unit was called in to help participate in quelling
protests or participating in inmmagration raids. Wat would
you do, standing there, holding the line, not know ng that
the Anerican people are scared that these assets could be
used inside the United States?

General W/ sbhach: So | have been a commander ni ne
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times. | have gotten orders many, nmany tines, to include
using force. And every tinme | get one of those orders,
what | do is | check the law, and | do not take the word of
anybody else. | get in the roomwth ny |awer, chapter
and verse, what is the law. |If the order is legal, | am
permtted to execute that order. And in the case of a
seni or conmander, you have to nmake sure that everyone in
your unit understands what the rules are with respect to
using force, whether that is against an eneny or, in the
case of a donestic, the appropriate escalation. So they
have to know what those rules are.

If the order is not legal, you go back to the issuing
authority and you discuss that wwth them and you say,
"Boss, | don't see how you got to legality on this one. W
can't do that, or you have to give ne a different order."

Senator Slotkin: WlIIl, we hold you to that. Thank
you very nuch. | yield back.

Senator Cramer: Thank you, Senator. Senator Sullivan
IS recogni zed.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ceneral,
nice to see you and your wonderful wfe. Congratul ations.
W are really thrilled about your nomnation. | | ook
forward to strongly supporting it. And |like the Chairnman
said, |ike the Ranking Menber, Senator Reed, said, you are

very qualified, and | amreally excited. So congrats to
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you and your famly. | want to thank your famly. You
guys, as you nentioned in your opening statenent, it was
great, about how the famlies work so hard.

So it is not surprising to you |l amgoing to talk a
little bit about Al aska. Now, the great news, one of the
many attributes you have is you know a | ot about Al aska,
havi ng been the ALCOM Commander very recently. But not to
di sappoi nt ny col |l eagues here, | just want you to just
rem nd everybody what Billy Mtchell said about Al aska when
he was tal ki ng about Al aska.

General W/lsbach: Billy Mtchell said that Al aska was
the nost strategic place on Earth, and whoever controll ed
Al aska controlled the worl d.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. And do you agree with the
father of the U S. Air Force?

General W/Isbach: | do believe that it is the nost
strategi c spot on Earth.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. WlIlIl, that is great to
hear. So do our adversaries. You and | tal ked about this
yesterday. W have had a |l ot of Russian and Chi nese
I ncursions into our ADIZ, into our EEZ, joint Russian-

Chi nese incursions. |t makes no news down here in the
Lower 48, by the way. W have had six, seven if you
i nclude Putin's flight to Alaska, incursions into our air

space since August.
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So CGeneral, can you just talk briefly, because you
know better than anybody, are those easy m ssion? You
know, people are |like, "Oh yeah, an incursion. No big
deal ." Talk a little bit about our great Air Force, they
fly 1,000 mles, they have got to get tanked three
different tines. By the way, | |l ove M chigan, but no
of fense, all these tankers going to Mchigan, | think it
strategically makes zero sense, when ny state has been
beggi ng for tankers.

Let ne just ask, before you answer the other question,
the KC-135s, | have been begging for four -- four -- for
almost ny entire tinme in the U S. Senate. Four. M chigan
Is getting a gazillion. No offense, but Billy Mtchell did
not call M chigan, you know, a strategic place at all.

Every Secretary of the Air Force and Chief of Staff of

the Air Force, in this hearing, has said to ne, "Senator,

we will get you those four KC-135s." | have been waiting
10 -- 1 was going to use an adjective, but I will just be
calm-- 10 years for that.

Can | get your commtnent to fulfill the comm tnents

of I think four Chiefs of Staff and Secretaries of the Ar
Force to get at |east four KC 135s? 1In ny view we shoul d
have at |east a squadron of KC-46s, because every aircraft
in the world is going to surge to China for war, and they

are going to fly right over Alaska. Can | get your
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It is areal frustration of mne, and | cannot figure it
out. Five thousand, you know, tankers to M chigan, zero to
Al aska -- it makes zero sense.

General W/l sbach: | wll do ny best, Senator.
remenber this issue when | was stationed in Al aska. You
and | tal ked about it back then. And | wll strive to do
ny best to get them

Incidentally, | will just share with you t he package
to make that happen is currently at the Joint Staff, so
hopefully we are going to make sone headway soon.

Senator Sullivan: Good. | would |like just an update
once you get confirmed on where we are. This is an
enornous frustration of mne. But other infrastructure
that we are tal ki ng about, you know, talk about briefly,
because | have a few nore questions, on the intercept
m ssions, right. People think, oh, it is a piece of cake.
It is not a piece of cake. Qur airnmen do it so well up in
Al aska, once a week alnost -- those are real-world m ssions
w th Russian Bear bonbers, MG fighters, sonetines Chinese
-- how tough are those m ssions, and how nuch nore
i nfrastructure do we need to carry them out?

General W/ sbach: Pretty tough. Like you said,
sonetines the intercepts are 1,000 m|es apart when they

begin. And that is not easy to do, and the environnent is
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a harsh environnent, as you know. |t could be conpletely
dark in the wintertinme north of the Arctic Crcle. You
know, tough weather to deal with. There is not a |ot of

i nfrastructure, if you have an energency, to land at. And
so that is the point you are naking, which | totally agree
with. You have to have sone alternatives.

Senator Sullivan: So the NORTHCOM Commander and the
| NDOPACOM Commander have testified here about needing nore
infrastructure to address these Russian and Chi nese
I ncursions in our airspace and our waterways. They have
tal ked about Gal ena. They have tal ked about Barrow. They
have tal ked about -- not tal ked about, this Commttee said
Adak is going to be reopened, right. W have $115 mllion
in the One Big Beautiful Bill.

Can | get your commtnent to work with us on those
I nfrastructure needs, which your conbatant commanders both
testified here say we need to protect our northern flank in
America?

General W/ sbach: Yes, Senator.

Senator Sullivan: Finally, you know, the PJs up in
the 212t h Rescue Squadron are outstanding, and they are
very, very busy, not just real-world m ssions in warzones
| i ke Afghani stan. They conduct real-world mssions in
Al aska all the time. One weekend | ast year they conducted

five rescues, which is kind of unbelievabl e. Par achut ed
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have al ways had a carveout with regard to AFSOC with regard
to their unit structure. But we are hearing that they are
going to | ose that carveout.

Can | get a commtnent fromyou to continue the
existing policy for the 212th Rescue Squadron to ensure
that the units in Al aska have the capacity, surge
capability, personnel stability required to neet the unique
demands in training, real-wrld mssions in Al aska, also
overseas, that the CSAR operations of the 212th do in our
state? Again, you know this very well.

General W/l sbach: | knowit very well. | love the
guardsnen in Al aska that save lives every single week, and
you have ny commtnent. | will definitely ook into it. |
was not tracking the carveout, so let ne look into that.

Senator Sullivan: GCkay. W wll put that in the
record as a QFR  Thank you, Ceneral. Congratul ations
agai n.

General W/ sbach: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Craner: Now | recognize Senator Peters to
defend the honor of Mchigan in his rebuttal.

Senator Sullivan: | love Mchigan, but Billy Mtchel
never tal ked about M chi gan.

Senator Peters: Well, welconme, General.

Congratul ati ons --

63
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General W/ sbach: Thank you.

Senator Peters: -- on your nomnation. | did listen
wWith interest to ny coll eague from Al aska sayi ng we are
going to get 5,000 KC-46s. Did | mss an announcenent ?
Are you ready to announce today that we are going to get

nore than antici pated?

General W/ sbach: | amnot prepared for that one.
Senator Peters: Well, it is great to see you here,
General. And as you know, recapitalizing mlitary aircraft

I's absolutely vital for us to stay ready for the future
fight. But as you also know, new platforns require nodern
training for pilots, maintainers, comrunication personnel,
to be able to operate effectively. And investing in the
peopl e who operate, fix, and support these systens is just
as critical as actually getting the airfranes. And w thout
updated facilities |Iike hangars and flightlines and
airstrips, it is very difficult to acconplish that.

So nmy question for you, sir, is as Selfridge Ar
Nati onal Guard prepares for the divestnent of our current
aircraft and the arrival of our new KC-46, at a nunber nuch
| ower than the Senator from Al aska put out, and F-15EX
fighters, could you speak to how the DoDis prioritizing
preparing the personnel at Selfridge, specifically, to
i ncl ude pilots, maintainers, and support folks for this

transition? What should we expect?
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General W/ sbach: So first of all, the
i nfrastructure, and there is quite a nunber of dollars -- |
do not have the exact figure; it is a fair anmount of
dollars -- just to either construct or renovate the current
I nfrastructure to acconmmodate the F-15s and the KC- 46s.

And so that, like | nentioned before, it is going to be
exciting for Selfridge to have naybe one of the nbst nodern
Air National Guard bases in the country. So the

i nfrastructure to acconmodate that, to do all the things
you just tal ked about -- maintenance, simlar training,
maki ng sure that the runways and taxiways and hangars t hat
can support mai ntenance, all of that -- is in good shape to
accommodat e what is com ng in.

Senator Peters: And the personnel training?

General W/ sbach: Sure. That is all enconpassed. So
the sinmulators as well as naintenance, and they will be
trained |likely before they get there, but they wl|l
continue their training once they get there.

Senator Peters: R ght. Geat. Ceneral, | have
recei ved several classified briefings about the Air Force's
Col | aborative Conmbat Aircraft program and | certainly
understand the critical inportance of how CCAs are going to
literally transformair dom nance. And as you well know,
but for folks listening, these are autononous systens which

will work in tandemw th manned fighters, including the F-
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15EX, and | have heard even the KC-46s are a potenti al
platformas we think through how we operate these aircraft
in the future. And they are going to basically increase

| ethality and decrease risk to manned pl atforns.

| am happy to learn that the CCA program renai ns on
time and on budget. | think it serves as a nodel for
successful collaboration between the Air Force and
I ndustry. But as this program continues to devel op,
remai n hopeful that this cutting-edge technology will also
be concurrently fielded in the Air National Guard.

So ny question for you, sir, is given the National
GQuard's evolution froman inportant strategic reserve into
an operational force, howis the Air Force planning for
concurrent fielding of the CCAto include the National
Guard, and do you plan on fielding these systens with
existing fighter squadrons, including perhaps an F-15EX
squadron? |s that sonething you are thinking about? |If
you could give ne sone insight into where the thought
process is.

General W/ sbach: Sure. So we have a lot of |earning
to do with these platforns. The first flight just occurred
on one of the versions. By the end of the year we expect
t he second version will have its first flight. So we have
alot tolearn on this. W are thinking that they are not

goi ng to be enbedded in current fighter squadrons but
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rather they are going to be their own squadrons, and they
wi ||l be dispersed, and there wll be a strategic basing
process with these. And to ny know edge, at this point --
and | can cone back to you with further -- | do not see why
the Air Force Reserve, the Air National CGuard, and the
active duty would not be consi dered.

Senator Peters: Geat. Wll, | would |love to have
further conversations with you, if confirned, and | wll
| ook forward to having that. Thank you. Thank you,
Gener al .

General W/ sbach: Thank you.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Senator Cranmer: Thank you. Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you very much. General,
good to see you.

General W/ sbach: Good to see you.

Senator Tuberville: Congratulations. | |ook forward
to working wwth you and on your inportant m ssion in front
of you. Wile we are on these KC-46s, | do not think any
of us know how far al ong we have gone. W have gone a | ong
time trying to build these things. G ve us your
evaluation. Are they working now? Do we have enough range
in the I ndo-Pacific? Were do we stand with that? Because
we can do all these sorties we want and build all these

pl anes. |f you cannot refuel themin the Indo-Pacific, we
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have got probl ens.

General W/ sbach: Exactly right. So fuel in the air
Is the key to our success. M experience with the KC 46
has been positive. And | know that we have sone issues
that we have to take care of, specifically with the boom
systemthat needs to be fixed at this point. But overall,
very happy with the platform and it does provide us with
not just air refueling but it does many other mssions. W
cannot tal k about those in this setting. W can cone back
In a closed session to talk about sone of the other things
that that gives us, which other tankers did not give us in
the past. So it is a force nultiplier there.

So | ampretty pleased, and | think the progress that
we are seeing with the fixes that are comng in are
prom si ng.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. Thank you. |In your career
you have had probably a [ ot of experience, you and your
wife, famly, of base facilities. Recruiting is very
i mportant. W are getting a lot of bad information --
well, | cannot say it is bad information -- a | ot of
I nformation from sone of these bases that we are having
problens with base housing facilities. And we have not
done enough. | nean, if we do not take care of our
famlies, we are not going to be able to recruit people to

be in our mlitary. | do not care what |eg of the
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mlitary. What are your thoughts on that?

General W/ sbach: So, Cndy and | have travel ed al
over the Pacific and all over the continental United
States, visiting airnen and their famlies. C ndy has
spent a lot of tinme with the famlies. And you are right,
Senator. At al nost every base she also neets with the
first sergeants who talk a |lot about living in the dorns.
That is what the Air Force calls the barracks. And there
are multiple conplaints. In many places there are
conpl ai nt s.

And you are exactly right. W owe it to Anrerica's
sons and daughters to have quality of life and quality of
service, and part of that quality of life is the place that
they Iive. And when they live on base in a facility, that
facility should be safe, it should be clean, and it should
be of high quality, just like their service.

Senator Tuberville: And we have to put that a
priority. If we do not do that, they are not going to get
any better.

General W/ sbach: Agreed.

Senat or Tuberville: And since | have been here | have
heard a | ot of rhetoric about, hey, we are going to do this
and that. But still we have a |ot of our bases that are
sendi ng back problens in terns of housing, and school s and

things, to where we educate our kids. That is very, very
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| nport ant.

General W/ sbach: Agreed.

Senator Tuberville: And | hope we continue to nmake
that a priority.

You know, | amon the Personnel Commttee, and | am
al so on the Air Force Acadeny Board of Visitors. And we
have had problens there. Are you aware of any of the
problenms, and will you get personally involved in making
sure that we train |leaders to fight foreign adversaries
i nstead of this woke nonsense that a | ot of our academ es
have been in for a few years?

General W/lsbach: | will, Senator. And if confirned,
| do want to get personally involved there. So | share a
passion, that | know that you do, of making warriors that
are physically, nentally, and spiritually tough. And I
bel i eve that you get there by doing hard things together,
and teaching, coaching, and nentoring after those sessions,
where maybe you did not neet the standard but next tinme you
will.

And the Air Force Acadeny is a great place for that to
happen. | just had a conversation wth the superintendent
yesterday, and the Acadeny today is starting one of those
exercises, wth all of the cadets, and they are going to
get tougher in the next couple of days, which | [|ove.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you. Congratul ati ons, and
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good luck to your Florida Gators, you and your wife. She
I's wearing her Gator col ors today.

General W/ sbach: That is right.

Senator Tuberville: Big win last week. But they are
all big. So good luck to the Gators. Thank you.

General W/ sbach: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Cranmer: Thank you. | now recognize the
physically, mentally, and spiritually tough Senator Budd.

Senator Budd: It is a great intro. Thank you,
Chairman. Ceneral, great to see you in the office this
week. Also, | think it was 2 years ago this week you
hosted nme at PACAF. Thank you for that. Very insightful,
and good to see you here.

You know, in your opening statenent you tal ked about
one of your priorities being nodernization. You and | have
had | ots of conversations about that. | agree with it, but
| am concerned that the previous adm nistration, they
signaled a | ot of poor decision-nmaking, particularly for
the F-15E enterprise, under the guise of nodernization. As
you know, North Carolina is hone to Seynour Johnson Air
Force Base, which is the epicenter for the 15E fleet.

General, what do you see as the value in the future of
the Strike Eagle community at Seynour, both froma training
and a conbat m ssion perspective?

CGCeneral W/ sbach: So the F-15 is our workhorse,
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operations, the F-15 is often there, and they are doing a

great job. And the aircraft that we have, even though they

are older, fourth gen, they still have a lot of life left
in them So the future for the F-15 1is still bright, and |
see Seynour Johnson being at the center of that. It is the

training base for the F-15, and | see that renaining so.
And as we nove around F-15s when they are replaced by F-35s
in other places, we will obviously nove around -- and keep
t he newest ones and then the ol dest ones will eventually
make it to the boneyard and retire those. But the ones
that still have life on them a lot of themare going to
still be at Seymour Johnson for the foreseeable future.

Senator Budd: Well, if confirmed, and | believe you
will be, we are going to continue to have that
conversation. | amgoing to hold you to that.

You know, the increased procurenent of the 15EX -- we
al so tal ked about that -- it has been one of ny priorities
in the NDAA and al so in defense approps bills. | think the
platformis critical for nodernizing the F-15 fleet and
I ncreasing the total fighter aircraft we have in play for
future conflict. How do you view the 15EX procurenent
across the future years' defense progran? General?

General W/ sbach: Yes, thank you. The F-15EX is a

trenmendous platform It has the capability to carry
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weapons that very few other platforns do, these very, very
| ong-range weapons, perhaps hypersoni c weapons, that do not
fit in the internal weapons bay of our fifth and future

si xth generation aircraft. The F-15E also can do these
things. So for that reason | think we ought to keep a

cl ose eye on how many F-15EXs we want to do our Air Force
busi ness, and certainly would Iove to, if confirned,
continue to work with you and see what the right nunber is.
Right now it is about 120, give or take a couple. | do not
have that nunber exactly down, but it is about 120. But
happy to | ook at that nunber in the future and see if we

m ght need nore.

Senat or Budd: Thank you. And, you know, we talked
earlier this week about pilot retention. There has been a
lot, in this room of discussion about pilot retention. It
I s obviously a readi ness issue. How are you thinking about
the problem and can we solve it sinply with this bonus
I ncentive structure? O are there additional things that
you woul d al so do?

General W/ sbach: Thank you to the Senate for
approvi ng the bonus, because that neans a |lot to our air
crew. But that is not the only thing that we can do. A
few of the things that they conplain about, or feel like is
a challenge, are two things that cone up all the tine. One

Is, "I cane in to be a pilot and you don't let nme fly
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enough.” That goes back to the comments that | made
earlier of, hey, mninmumof three tines a week. | nean, if
you are not flying and you cane in to be a pilot, there is
a likely chance that you are going to go sonewhere el se
where you can fly. So that is one reason why people are
getting out, because there are other opportunities to fly,
and that is what they want to do. So sorties matter.

The second one that we hear often is, "I'mPCS-ing too
often.” So | amgetting ready to, perhaps, if | get
confirmed, have ny 24th nove in 40 years. Do the math.
That is often. But if you could stretch that out so that
famlies can stay in one location for a |onger period of
time, their kids can get settled in school, their spouses
can get enploynent and keep it for |onger periods of tine,
they can build equity in a hone, those sorts of things are
valuable to our folks. And so reducing the nunber of
per manent changes of station noves is the third part of
what | think we should be doing to help retain folks.

Senat or Budd: Thank you very much. | ook forward to
your confirmation and continuing to work together.

General W/ sbach: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Cranmer: Thank you, Senator Budd. | wll
recogni ze nyself while | stall for other nmenbers that m ght
be on their way.

First of all, thank you for being here, General, but
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t hank you nost of all for answering the phone, and thank
you, Cindy, for letting himsay yes to the request. | have
to say, | cannot inmgine a person better prepared and
equi pped than you are for this job, so | amreally gratefu
you said yes, and | amreally grateful you got the call.

| al so, having spent tine wwth you and C ndy in G and
Forks, saw firsthand what you describe in G ndy. G ndy,
not just with your words and not just out of obligation,
but your heart, you clearly care about the airnen, and
thank you for that. It neans the world to all of us and to
all of them

A couple of things. | want to say thank you for your
commtnent to the Sentinel program as asked by Senator
Fi scher and others. It is really inportant to us, of
course, in Mnot having two of the three legs. But to know
that Sentinel, we are going to see it all the way through.
W are not going to stop two-thirds of the way. So it is
really inmportant. |In fact, | maintain that if you are
going to stop anywhere along the way of devel opi ng Senti nel
and putting those new mssiles in the ground, you shoul d
not start. They are nost capable with all of them So |
real |y appreciate your conmtnent to Senti nel.

Wth regard to others, | want to talk a little bit
nore, get a little nore definition on the ISR references

and conmtnents. Because you used the word "bal ance" as
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you tal ked about the potential gap as we get to space. And
whet her or not space alone will ever fulfill all the needs,
| amnot sure, but clearly you are right. There are
capabilities that space provides and will| provide.

But in the neantinme, in Gand Forks we are trying to
keep together nine RQ4s with sone duct tape and bali ng
wre, at a tinme when they are in higher demand today than
they were a nunber of years ago, with the M) 9s that are
flown out of Fargo. W are already well bel ow the nunber
that are in demand by the COCOMs and that the threat
requires.

So what is your sense, or do you have a plan for how
we either maintain or, better yet, acquire sone airborne
| SR whil e space catches up to the denmand?

General W/ sbach: WlIl, caveating | amnot in the
seat yet and | have to say if confirnmed, but you are
exactly right. The RQ4, the M>9, both are really
I nportant to us, especially prior to the conflict.

Adm ttedly, if they go into a high-threat environnent, they
could be shot dowmn. But if it is not a high-threat

envi ronnent, we can get great value out of those platforns
to do mssions that, if we did not have them and you did
not have that capability on space, you would have to go

wi t hout .

So as we go forward into the future, we need to
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bal ance that, and frankly, it is a sinple math problem

You take the entirety of the collection that you wish to
have, and you determ ne what you are actually collecting.
And if you have a big gap, then you can easily make
deci si ons, resource decisions, on what you want to keep and
what you can afford to get rid of, because you have that
capability to collect el sewhere.

Senator Cranmer: Thank you. | would add to that, we
have a nunber of airnen that are not really sure what they
are going to fly in a couple of years, or whether there
will be a mssion for them and sonme conmunities wonderi ng
the sane thing. So, you know, | do not need 5,000 KC-46s
or a gazillion 135s. But as you are noving F-15s around,
to use your term nology, there mght be a place for themin
North Dakota. But we wll talk nore about that not, but
when, you are confirnmed, and | | ook forward to hel pi ng that
happen.

And with that | recogni ze Senator Banks.

Senat or Banks: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCeneral,
earlier this year President Trunp cane to the Mdwest, to
M chi gan, and highlighted his continued support for the Ar
National Guard. He said, quote, "The previous
adm nistration was willing to surrender Air National Guard
fighter units across the country by retiring aircraft that

were not being replaced. Under the Trunp adm ni stration we
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are correcting that injustice.” Do you believe, General,
that President Trunp's directive to the Air Force was very
clear that we need to invest nore in the Air National Guard
fighter fleet?

General W/ sbach: Well, | do not want to speak for
President Trunp, so if you would not mnd | wll just tell
you what ny opinion is on the Guard, and that is that we
have the active duty, we have the Air National Guard, and
we have the Air Force Reserve, and all three of those --
well, two conponents and one split in half between the
Reserve conponent, but you have the Air Force Reserve and
the Air National Guard -- but they are critical to our
capability to generate air power. W do al nost nothing
Wi t hout a guardsnman or an Air Force Reserve in the mx, and
that is every single day, and in tines of crisis, where we
could nobilize those forces even better.

So as we |ook at the Air Force wit large, the team
consists of active-duty Air National Guard and Air Force
Reserve, and frankly, | try to avoid differentiating.

Senat or Banks: (Good. The 122nd Fighter Wng in Fort
Wayne, Indiana, is one of those Air National Guard units
where the Air Force has not provided a plan to nodernize or
replace its aircraft. W have now transitioned from A-10s
to F-16s, but our pilots have not been given the enablers

that they need to nake the transition a success, such as
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the sinmulators and the arresting gear.

How is the Air Force inplenenting President Trunp's
agenda on the Air National CGuard's fighter fleets like the
122nd?

General W/l sbach: So | know you are famliar. They
are just getting their latest Block 40 jets there, so we
are going to continue to build that out. And certainly
things |i ke sinmulators and arresting gear for nornal
operations should be | ooked at, and if confirnmed, | wl|l
take a peek at that and see if we can get those things --

Senat or Banks: | look forward to working with you
further on that, after you are confirned.

General, in the previous admnistration the Air Force
| eadership tried to force DEI literally into every aspect
of mlitary life. One of the worst exanples of this was
Air Force | eadership signing off on racial and gender
guotas for different applicant pools. They openly stated
that their goal was to decrease the nunber of white nales
joining the Air Force as officers from52 percent to 43
per cent .

Do you support Secretary Hegseth's push to only sel ect
and pronote airnen based on their nerit and achi evenent ?

General W/ sbach: | do.

Senator Banks: | appreciate that commtnent. |

bel i eve Secretary Hegseth and President Trunp have done so
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much to get DEI and all of the woke politics out of our
mlitary and get our mlitary back focused on what it is
supposed to be focused on. And | know that you are going
to be a big part of that. | |look forward to supporting
your nom nation and working with you for a long tine to
cone.

Wth that, M. Chairman, | yield back. Thank you.
Senator Craner: Thank you. Well, this concludes
today's hearing, and | want to thank our witness. GCeneral,

t hank you again for answering the call.

For the information of nmenbers, questions for the
record will be due to the Conmttee within 2 business days
of the conclusion of the hearing, which is right now W
are adj our ned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:31 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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