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HEARI NG TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF:

M5, JILL M HRUBY TO BE UNDER SECRETARY COF ENERGY FOR
NUCLEAR SECURI TY AND ADM NI STRATOR, NATI ONAL NUCLEAR
SECURI TY ADM NI STRATI ON; MR FRANK A. ROSE TO BE PRI NCl PAL
DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR NATI ONAL NUCLEAR SECURI TY
ADM NI STRATI ON; Ms. DEBORAH G RCSENBLUM TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR NUCLEAR, CHEM CAL, AND Bl OLOQ CAL
DEFENSE PROGRAMS AND MR, CHRI STOPHER P. MAI ER TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SPECI AL OPERATI ONS AND

LOWM | NTENSI TY CONFLI CT

Thur sday, May 27, 2021

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chairman of the comm ttee, presiding.

Commttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [presiding],
Shaheen, G| librand, Blunenthal, Kaine, King, Peters,
Manchi n, Rosen, Kelly, Inhofe, Fischer, Cotton, Ernst,
Tillis, Scott, Hawl ey, and Tuberville.

Al so present Senators Heinrich, Nunn.
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1 OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM

2 RHODE | SLAND

3 Chairman Reed: | would like to call the hearing to
4  order.
5 First, I would like to begin this norning s hearing by

6 recognizing the passing of Senator John Warner at the age of
7 94. Senator Warner was a nenber of this conmttee for 21

8 years, and either Chairman or Ranki ng Menber for eight

9 years. He was the consunmate public servant, but nore

10 inportantly, he showed us all the inportance of

11  bipartisanship. Hs work with Senator Levin and others is

12 what ensured the National Defense Authorization Act was

13 passed every year and nmade this commttee what it is today,

14 and he will be m ssed.
15 Turning to today's hearing, the coommttee neets this
16 norning to consider the nomnations of Ms. Jill Hruby to be

17  Adm ni strator of the National Nuclear Security

18 Adm nistration; M. Frank Rose to be Principal Deputy

19 Adm nistrator of the National Nuclear Security

20 Adm nistration; M. Deborah Rosenblumto be Assistant

21 Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chem cal, and Biol ogi cal
22 Defense Progranms; and M. Christopher Maier to be Assistant
23 Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and Low

24  Intensity Conflict. | thank the nom nees for their |ong

25 careers of service to the United States and their
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1 wllingness to assune these inportant roles.
2 | would also like to wel cone the guests and famly
3 nmenbers who are here with us today. | want to thank Senat or

4 Heinrich for joining us to introduce Ms. Hruby. M. Rose, |
5 welcone | believe -- is your nother here? Well, M. Athalyn
6 Rose, welconme, and your sister, Ms. N kko Rose, wel cone.

7 Ms. Rosenblum | am seeing that your husband, Todd

8 Rosenblum is here al so, and wel come, and | want to thank

9 Senator Nunn, who will introduce you via Whbex. And, M.
10 Mai er, | believe welconme your wife, Ms. Em |y Louise
11 Franklin, and thank Senator Manchin, who will be introducing

12 you today.

13 Ms. Hruby, you are well qualified to be nom nated as
14 Adm nistrator of the National Nuclear Security

15 Adm nistration, or NNSA, having previously directed Sandi a
16 National Labs and its 13,000 engi neers and scientists who
17  design conponents for our nuclear stockpile. |f confirned,
18 there are a nunber of challenges that will require your

19 attention.

20 The United States has not produced plutoniumpits in
21 quantity since the late 1980s. M. Hruby, you have

22 supported a "two site" pit manufacturing strategy, dividing
23  production between the Los Al anbs National Laboratory in New
24  Mexico and the Savannah R ver site in South Carolina. |

25 would ask that you share with the commttee the rationale
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for this two-site solution.

The NNSA is facing its highest workl oad demand si nce
the 1980s as we noderni ze our nucl ear deterrent, which
i ncl udes five warhead prograns, and recapitalization of our
nucl ear facilities, many of which date back to the Manhattan
Project of World War I1.

Finally, last year's NDAA included a provision to
ensure the DoD and the NNSA work closely together in
devel opi ng budgets to neet DOD requirenents. M. Hruby, if
confirmed, you will be the point person interfacing with DoD
on this issue and many others, and | ask that you share with
us today how you woul d plan to address these chal |l enges.

M. Rose, you have been nom nated to serve as Deputy
Adm ni strator of the NNSA. Your prior positions as
Assi stant Secretary for Arns Control at the State Departnent
and as a staff nenber on the House Arned Services Commttee
handl i ng strategic forces issues should serve you well as
you take on the larger policy issues facing the NNSA

If confirmed, you will |ead the day-to-day running of
t he NNSA and be responsi bl e for addressi ng a nunber of
institutional issues within the organization. 1In the
internediate term you will need to maintain the NNSA' s
federal workforce of 1,800 specialized nuclear scientists
and engineers, fully a third of whomare eligible to retire.

| would like to know your thoughts on how you will retain or

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 replace these skilled civil servants.

2 Ms. Rosenblum you bring a wealth of experience through
3 your previous service in the Ofice of the Secretary of

4 Defense and, nost recently, the Nuclear Threat Initiative.

5 If confirnmed as Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear,
6 Chem cal, and Biol ogi cal Defense Prograns, you will assune a
7 role that is focused on acquisition and will require an

8 understandi ng of the technical nature of nuclear physics and
9 engineering, rather than just policy. | would be in

10 interested in hearing how you will adapt your experience to
11  this position.

12 More inportantly, you will oversee the day-to-day

13 functioning of the Nucl ear Wapons Council, which ensures

14 that the NNSA can neet DoD requirenents for our nuclear

15 deterrent. Last year this commttee spent considerable

16 effort to enable the Council and the NNSA to communi cate

17 better and coordinate nore closely, and | seek your

18 commtnment in maintaining that relationship.

19 M. Mier, your role is quite different from our other
20 three nom nees. You have been nom nated to be the Assistant
21  Secretary of Defense for Special QOperations and Low

22 Intensity Conflict, or SOLIC, at a critical tinme. Your

23 previous experience serving as the Acting ASD(SO LI C) and as
24  the director of the DoD Defeat-|1SIS Task Force nmakes you

25 well-qualified for this position.
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For several years, this conmttee has focused on
enpowering the ASD(SO LIC) to fulfill its "service
secretary-like" responsibilities for ensuring the equipping
and readi ness of our special operations forces. | strongly
support the recently issued Departnent of Defense guidance
that clearly articulates the role of the ASD(SO LIC) in the
oversi ght of and advocacy for U S. Special Operations
Command. Though | ong overdue, this guidance is a meani ngful
signal of the Departnent's conmtnent to fully inplenent the
ASD( SO LI C) reforns nandated by Congress.

Unfortunately, the position of ASD(SO LI C) has been
w t hout a Senate-confirnmed individual for nuch of the |ast
few years. If confirnmed, your service will be inportant to
provi di ng enpowered | eadership and stability as the office
grows in resources and responsibilities.

M. Miier, you will also play a central role in shaping
the Departnent's policies and operations with respect to
counterterrorism irregular warfare, counternarcotics,
stability and humanitarian affairs. W |ook forward to
hearing your views on these issues today.

Thank you again to our nomnees. | look forward to
your testinonies. Now |let nme now recogni ze Ranki ng Menber

| nhof e.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U. S. SENATOR FROM
OKLAHOVA

Senat or I nhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman, and al so for
recogni zi ng Senator Warner. He was a class act, an
enj oyabl e guy. | renenber when he was the chairman of this
conmttee, and | was brand new here, and he canme out to
Ckl ahoma, and he woul d keep peopl e | aughing the whole tine
he was there. He had some unusual characteristics. He did
not like to fly in airplanes. He did not like to ride in
boats. So it limted a little bit sonme of the things he was
able to do. But he was a great guy and we |oved himdearly.

A former Marine, Secretary of the Navy, and | awer, he

had it all.
Well, | would like to thank our nom nees for being with
us and for their willingness to serve the nation.

Qur nation's top mlitary and intelligence |eaders have
told this commttee in recent nonths that the world is nore
dangerous and conpl ex than we have ever had, but we
understand that. That is true. W are nore threatened
today than we have ever been before.

This is why | continue to highlight the Nationa
Def ense Strategy as the right roadmap to deal with these
chall enges, but it requires the right resourcing to nake it
a reality, and we have not been resourcing properly.

Moder ni zing our nation's nucl ear deterrent has been a

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 key priority for the past several years, and we have not

2 done a very good job. Qur senior mlitary officers always

3 tell us that, whenever they cone before this commttee. W

4 put off nmuch needed investnents in this area for decades,

5 watching as our infrastructure crunbled and our nost

6 inportant mlitary capabilities becane harder to keep in

7 working order. W have got to do a better job than we have

8 been doing with our nucl ear nodernization effort.

9 Thi s demands cl ose cooperati on between DoD and NNSA
10 and clear-eyed | eadership on both sides. W sinply cannot
11 afford to fall further behind our adversaries.

12 So we have got a problemout there and you guys are
13 going to have to do a good job, and you are the right ones
14 to take the horn. Thanks agai n.

15 Chai rman Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, M.

16 Chairman. Now | would like to call on Senator Manchin for
17 the introduction of M. Mier.

18

19
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STATEMENT OF HON. JCE MANCHIN 11, U S. SENATOR FROM
VST VIRG NI A

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, M. Chairman and Ranki ng
Menber. | appreciate very nuch the ability to go ahead. |
have a commttee neeting that we have to go to, and | know
Senator Heinrich does too, so we are going to nove on. But
anyway, | want to thank you all. | consider it an honor to
serve on the commttee with all of you, and to have the
opportunity to introduce a nomnee | believe wll exce
wi thin the Departnent of Defense.

The position of Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Speci al Operations and LowIntensity Conflict has grown into
an essential figure wwthin the DoD due to the demands we
pl aced on our Special Operations forces, through constant
depl oynents in support of a w de range of m ssions,

i ncluding counterterrorism direct action, civil affairs,
and preventing the proliferation of weapons of nass
destruction. W depend on these elite units to always be
ready to answer the call while maintaining the highest

| evel s of quiet professionalism and our nom nee today
certainly exenplifies those requirenents.

Chris Maier has had a distinguished career in public
service spanning five presidential adm nistrations, both
Denocrati c and Republican, but just as inmportant in his

career with the Air National Guard. | amvery proud to say

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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that Chris currently serves as a nenber of the 130th Airlift
Wng out of Charleston, West Virginia, as an intelligence
of ficer.

After standing on the National Security Council from
2009 to 2013, which is notorious for round-the-clock work
and constant burnout, he decided that he had not had enough
and enlisted wwth the 130th the sane year he finished his
assignnent on NSC. Further denonstrating his commtnent, he
deployed nultiple tines with the 130th to Africa, the Mddle
East, and Europe, not to nmention the nonthly trips back to
West Virginia, which | can tell you from personal experience
that the drive is beautiful but it is still long. | felt a
personal responsibility to highlight his service in the Ar
Nati onal Guard not because it is a direct connection back to
ny state but nore inportantly | believe it speaks vol unes of
Chris' character and conm t nent.

The ability to rise to the chall enge of denmands within
civilian and mlitary career, and the institutional
knowl edge he has gai ned fromworking at the National
CounterterrorismCenter, to nost recently | eading the Defeat
| SIS Task Force as its director, will certainly be needed as
we continue to realign the gl obal power conpetition with our
near - peer adversaries across a nunber of donains.

Qur Special Operations forces are very famliar with

providing flexible support to our national security

10
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obj ectives, but the next few years will require a | eader who
can set a clear exanple for what is expected of them

| have no doubt that Chris Maier will set that exanple.
He exenplifies the inpartiality of our civilian | eaders and
the sacrifice of our mlitary leaders. | wish himand his
wife, Emly, and their son, Lincoln, the best of |uck
t hrough this daunting process. For these reasons and nany,
many nore, | will support his nom nation, and | encourage
each and every one of ny coll eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Mnchin.

Now it is a great privilege to introduce, via Wbex,
Senat or Sam Nunn, a fornmer chairman of this conmttee,
di sti ngui shed nenber of the United States Senate, and anobng
your renmarkabl e achi evenents was the Nunn-Lugar | egislation
whi ch went a long way in securing |oose nukes in the forner
Sovi et Uni on.

Senat or Nunn, pl ease.

11
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12

STATEMENT OF HON. SENATOR SAM NUNN, A FORMER U. S.
SENATOR

Senat or Nunn: Thank you very nuch, Chairnman Reed. Can
you hear ne?

Chai rman Reed: Yes, sir, we can.

Senator Nunn: Ckay. Good.

Chai rman Reed and Senator Inhofe, let ne just say a
coupl e of words for a personal privilege how honored | amto
be before this coonmittee and how many nmenories it brings
back, and | want to say anmen to the renmarks both you and
Senat or | nhofe nmade about John Warner. John put the
national interest first. He treated every person with
respect and with dignity. He had unquestioned integrity,
and | think he set an exanple of civility for all of us. So
John will be deeply, deeply m ssed.

Chai rman Reed, Senator |nhofe, nenbers of the Arned
Services Conmittee, | am honored to present Deborah
Rosenblumto the commttee, and | strongly reconmend t hat
she be confirmed as our nation's Assistant Secretary of
Def ense for Nuclear, Chem cal, and Biol ogi cal Defense
Pr ogr ans.

M. Chairman and nmenbers of the commttee, [inaudible]
have a nom nee with the experience, the know edge, and I
nmust add, the boundl ess energy that Deborah would bring to

this inmportant role. Deborah has skilled | eadership, she

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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13

has sound judgnment, and she has a deep understandi ng of
today's conplex threats. She also brings a background in
spirit, nmost inportantly of nonpartisanship, and a history
of working [inaudible] that Deborah would | ead the Defense
Departnent's efforts in preparing for and preventing and
deterring and mitigating current and future weapons of nass
destruction threats.

Deborah's previous work at DoD and her experience as
Executive Vice President of our organization, called the
Nucl ear Threat Initiative, for the last 11 years, has
uni quely prepared her for this very inportant position.

| currently serve as co-chair of the NTI board of
directors, and | have had the opportunity of working closely
wi th Deborah over the |last 20 years, particularly during ny
time as CEO of NTI. Let's correct that -- 10 years with
Deborah, 20 years in that position. But continuing today in
nmy current role, I work very closely with Deborah on a daily
and weekly basis.

Deborah's contri butions to the NTI have been very
i npactful, with |eadership roles in every aspect of our
wor k. Deborah serves on NTI's executive | eadership team
She hel ps oversee the organization' s operations,
devel opnent, and prograns, as well as giving oversight and
managi ng our annual operating budget. She has provided

strong oversight to our NTI biological program which works

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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to reduce biological risk and enhance gl obal biosecurity.

Deborah al so manages NTI's work on security issues
related to China, and has traveled there regularly to engage
i n dialogue with governnmental as well as non-governnenta
organi zations. She is well versed in the inportant role
that the Departnent of Energy and the National Nuclear
Security Adm nistration, NNSA play in our nuclear posture,
and if confirmed, she would be an outstandi ng director,
staff director, of the Nuclear Wapons Council .

Prior to NTI, Deborah was Vice President of the Cohen
group for 7 years, an international consulting firmled by
our colleague and friend, fornmer Senator and forner
Secretary of Defense, Bill Cohen. Deborah's previous work
i n the Departnent of Defense is notable and al so very
| npressive. For approximtely 12 years, she served in
senior positions at DoD in the areas of honel and defense,
peacekeepi ng operations and support, nuclear forces, and
counter-proliferation. Wile at DoD, she represented the
United States as a nmenber of the negotiating teamw th the
Denocratic People's Republic of Korea on bil ateral
negoti ati ons concerning its nucl ear program

I n concl usion, Chairman Reed and Senator | nhofe and

menbers of the commttee, | am confident that Deborah is
fully prepared to serve in this critical role. | strongly
support her nom nation by President Biden. | urge the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

comrittee's support, and | urge her confirmation by the ful
Senat e.

Thank you very nuch, M. Chairman and Senator | nhofe.
It is a great honor to be back in the environnent of the
Senate Arned Services Conmmttee, an institution | cherish.
Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Nunn. Let ne now

recogni ze Senator Heinrich, who will introduce Ms. Hruby.

15
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STATEMENT OF HON. MARTIN HEINRI CH, U.S. SENATOR FROM

NEW MEXI CO

Senator Heinrich: Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber
Inhofe, it is a pleasure to be joining you and the ot her
menbers of this great commttee as a guest, after serving
for a nunber of years on this conmttee. | really
appreciate you allowng ne to share a few words about Jil
Hruby, President Biden's nom nee to serve as the Under
Secretary for Nuclear Security and Adm nistrator of the
Nat i onal Nucl ear Security Adm nistration at DCE.

This critical national security role safeguards the
safety and the reliability of our nuclear deterrent, and I

honestly cannot think of anyone better suited, or nore

qualified for it than Jill Huby. And, frankly, that is not

j ust because we are both nechani cal engineers.

Over nore than three decades at Sandi a Nati onal
Laboratories, Jill rose froma technical staff position al
the way up to becomng the first woman director to | ead one
of our national |aboratories. She has devel oped deep
knowl edge in nucl ear weapon systens, conponent design,
nucl ear nonproliferation, defense and honel and security
t echnol ogi es and systens, renewable energy, materi al
sci ence, engineering sciences, and m crosystens technol ogy.

Jill has received the Departnent of Energy Secretary's

Exceptional Service Award, the National Nuclear Security

16
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Administrator's Distinguished Service Gold Award, and the
Ofice of the Secretary of Defense Medal for Exceptional
Public Service. She has authored nunerous publications and
reports, she holds three patents, and receive an R&D 100
awar d.

Since her retirement from Sandia in 2017, Jill served
as the inaugural Sam Nunn D stinguished Fellow at the
Nucl ear Threat Initiative, and Jill has been a nmenber of the
Def ense Sci ence Board, the National Nuclear Security
Admi ni strati on Defense Prograns Advisory Conmittee, and the
Nat i onal Acadeny of Science Commttee for Internationa
Security and Arns Control.

She is a frequent participant in internationa
di al ogues, a spokesperson for wonen in engineering, and a
mentor for many energing | eaders. There is even a
fell owship nanmed in her honor at Sandia Labs for wonen
pursui ng careers in engineering and science to ensure

nati onal security and gl obal peace.

On a personal note, | always appreciated working with
Jill when she was director at Sandia. She did a remarkable
job, and | greatly appreciate her willingness to once again

serve our country and the Anerican people, and | hope that
all of you on this commttee wll join nme in supporting her
confirmati on.

Thank you, Chairnman.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Heinrich.
2 And now, Ms. Hruby, your statenent, please, and then we
3 will followto M. Rose and down the table. M. Hruby,

4  pl ease.
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STATEMENT OF JILL M HRUBY, NAM NEE TO BE UNDER
SECRETARY OF ENERGY FOR NUCLEAR SECURI TY AND ADM NI STRATOR,
NATI ONAL NUCLEAR SECURI TY ADM NI STRATI ON

Ms. Hruby: Thank you, Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber
| nhof e, and di stingui shed nenbers of the conmttee. | am
honored to be considered to | ead the United States' nuclear
security efforts at this critical time for both our nation's
nucl ear deterrent and international nonproliferation and
arnms control. | appreciate the confidence of President
Bi den and Secretary Granholmin putting forth ny nom nation
as Under Secretary for Nuclear Security and Adm ni strator of
the National Nuclear Security Adm nistration, NNSA

| would also like to thank Senator Heinrich for his
kind introduction. | have enjoyed working wth Senator
Hei nrich, as he nentioned, a fell ow nechanical engineer, to
assure that the NNSA | abs deliver, w thout exception, on
their nuclear security roles, and sinmultaneously contribute
nore broadly to national security, energy, and economc
devel opnent .

My husband, our daughters and their famlies, including
a brand- new granddaughter, our extended famly, and ny
col | eagues and friends are watching this hearing renotely.
| thank themfor their |ove, support, and encouragenent as |
pursue a chal l engi ng and consum ng assi gnnment agai n.

My life's work has been in the m ssions of the
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Department of Energy and the NNSA. | joined Sandi a Labs
fresh out of graduate school and have had the opportunity to
| ead or work in renewabl e energy, nuclear weapons, honel and
security, nuclear nonproliferation, nuclear energy, as well
as many years contributing to the underlying engi neering,
materials, and m crosystem sciences. Since retiring as the
Sandia Lab Director in 2017, | have remained active
exploring the intersection of emerging technologies with
nati onal security policy through ny work with non-
gover nnent al organi zati ons, the National Acadeny of Science,
t he Defense Science Board. and other boards and advisory
comm ttees.

| believe ny background provides ne the foundation
needed to quickly contribute to the inportant issues facing
NNSA and our nation today. The NNSA counts on the worl d-
cl ass expertise of scientists, engineers, and program
managers in our national security |aboratories, dedicated
plants and sites, and our Federal workforce to provide a
safe, secure, and reliable nuclear stockpile that is
effective for the required deterrence and defense m ssions.
Si mul t aneously, the NNSA enterprise supports nucl ear
nonproliferation and arns control to provide a stabl e,
predi ctabl e, and safe world. NNSA al so supports the nucl ear
reactor programrequired to power our nuclear Navy's

submari nes and shi ps.
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If confirmed, my top priority will be to deliver, in a
cost-effective manner, on the significant conmtnents in the
NNSA prograns across the board. W nust neet the critical
deliverabl es for the stockpile nodernization, stockpile
assessnent, and infrastructure prograns. Pit production,
urani um processi ng, and other infrastructure prograns w ||
take constant attention, diligence, and transparency
t hroughout the design, construction, and start-up phases.
These unique facilities are essential to the future of our
nati on and NNSA' s prograrns.

In addition, we nust continue to bring cutting-edge
science and creativity to sustain and fully understand our
stockpile wi thout testing; provide new technol ogi es and
procedures to | ower cost and reduce the tinme to deliver al
m ssion requirenents; to stay ahead of our adversaries; and
to devel op advanced capabilities to enhance nucl ear
security, arnms control, and Navy reactors.

The other high priority to ne is to forge transparent,
productive, and enduring institutional relationships between
t he DOE/ NNSA and our partners including the |abs, plants,
and sites; the Departnent of Defense; the Departnent of
State; Congress; and our international allies. W also need
to rebuild technol ogi cal cooperation with our adversaries on
| ssues such as nonitoring and verification technol ogies and

nucl ear security.
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The nation has benefited enornously fromthe support
and investnent in the people and unique facilities of the
NNSA enterprise. Training, recruiting, and retaining
experts and | eaders of the future is a foundation that has
never been nore critical due to the denographics of the
conpl ex, the fast pace of technol ogical advancenent, and the
geo-political environment. Qur stockpile, our capabilities,
our institutions, and our creativity are the world's
standards. |If confirnmed, | wll be dedicated to nmaking sure
our national capabilities are unparall el ed, our partnerships
are enduring, and creative solutions are provided to the
growi ng national and international challenges.

Thank you for inviting nme to appear before the
commttee today and | | ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of Ms. Hruby follows:]
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1 Chai rman Reed: Thank you. M. Rose, please.
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STATEMENT OF FRANK A. ROSE, NOM NEE TO BE PRI NCl PAL
DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR, NATI ONAL NUCLEAR SECURI TY
ADM NI STRATI ON

M. Rose: Geat. Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber
| nhofe, and nenbers of the conmttee, it is a great honor to
appear before the Senate Arned Services Conm ttee today.

I would like to thank President Biden and Secretary
Granhol mfor the confidence they have shown in ne by
nom nating ne to be the next Principal Deputy Adm nistrator
of the National Nuclear Security Adm nistration, or NNSA |
woul d al so Iike to thank several nenbers of ny famly,

I ncl uding nmy not her, Athalyn, ny father, Frank, and ny
sister, N kko, for their support, not just today, but
t hroughout ny life.

M. Chairman, as the President's March 2021 Interim
National Security Quidance notes, the United States and its
allies face a conplex set of current and energing threats.
Sone of the nost pressing threats include an increasingly
assertive China, a destabilizing Russia, and the continuing
chal | enge of nuclear proliferation. To address these
threats, the guidance states that the United States w ||
continue to maintain a safe, secure, and effective nuclear
deterrent, pursue arnms control arrangenents, and renew
American | eadership on nonproliferation.

NNSA plays a critical role in responding to these
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threats. |If confirmed, I will work closely with the NNSA
Adm ni strator to achi eve several key priorities. The first
priority would be to nmaintain a safe, secure, and effective
strategi c nuclear deterrent to enable the United States to
deter threats to itself and its allies. This includes

pl utoni um pit production, uranium processing, conpleting the
various warhead |ife extension progranms currently underway,
noder ni zi ng NNSA' s aging infrastructure, and supporting the
naval nucl ear reactors program

Secondly, | would work to ensure that the United States
possesses the right tools to address the arns control,
nonproliferation, and verification challenges of the 21st
century. These challenges in this area are fundanentally
different than what we faced in the past, especially with
regard to issues like the nonitoring and verification of
nucl ear war heads, cyber security, and threats to the
nation's space assets. NNSA and the national |aboratories
are well positioned to help the United States governnent
neet these chall enges.

M. Chairman, you know, third priority is people. At
the end of the day, NNSA's ability to achieve its mi ssion
ultimately depends on the ability to recruit, devel op, and
retain a highly skilled workforce of national security
prof essionals, especially the "next generation” of |eaders

and experts. In recent years, significant progress has been
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made in this area through progranms |ike NNSA s G aduate
Fel l owship Program |If confirnmed, building on and expandi ng
these types of critical personnel prograns, including at the
| abs, plants, and sites, will be one of ny highest
priorities.

And finally, none of these priorities can be achieved
by NNSA al one. To the contrary, it wll require
partnerships with Congress, within the Executive branch, and
with our allies and partners around the world. One of the
nost inportant attributes | would bring to the position of
Princi pal Deputy Adm nistrator is a |long history worKking
for, and with, NNSA's key partners. For exanple,
previously served as Assistant Secretary of State for Arns
Control, Verification, and Conpliance; as a Professional
Staff Menber on the House Arned Services Commttee; and as a
Foreign Affairs Specialist and Special Assistant at the
Departnment of Defense. |If confirmed, I will work to ensure
that NNSA' s partnershi ps remain strong.

M. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to appear
before the conmttee today. | would be pleased to answer any
guestions that you and your coll eagues nmay have. Thank you
very mnuch.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Rose follows:]
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1 Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Rose. M.

N

Rosenbl um pl ease.
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STATEMENT OF DEBORAH G ROSENBLUM NOM NEE TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR NUCLEAR, CHEM CAL, AND
Bl OLOG CAL DEFENSE PROGRAMS

Ms. Rosenblum  Thank you very nuch, Chairnman Reed,
Ranki ng Menber |nhofe, and nenbers of the commttee for your
consideration of ny nomnation to be the Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Nuclear, Chem cal and Bi ol ogi cal Defense
Programs. It is a great honor for me to cone before this
commttee. If confirnmed, | pledge to work in close
coordi nation with Menbers of Congress and this commttee on
behal f of the Anmerican people and our Arnmed Forces. And |
woul d i ke to thank Senator Nunn for his very graci ous words
and for his lifetinme of |eadership and dedi cation to our
country.

| wsh to thank President Biden, Vice President Harris,
and Secretary Austin for their trust and confidence in ne
and their support for ny nom nation.

| also want to extend a thank-you to ny extended famly
who has taught ne that with hard work, conpassion, and
resilience, | can help to nake the world a better place. M
husband and two children are ny guidi ng beacons, support,
and inspiration.

Senat or Nunn gave a wonderful summary of ny
professional career. | just want to enphasi ze how proud |

amto have served ny country over so many years, both inside
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and outside of governnent, and to have encouraged and
supported the next generation of U S. national security

| eaders. If confirnmed, | will bring breadth of experience
and deep understanding to bear in addressing today's conpl ex
nucl ear, chem cal and biol ogical threats, including the
expansi on of Russia, China, and North Korea's nucl ear
arsenal s, grow ng gl obal biological threats, the continued
use of chem cal weapons as well as cybersecurity threats
fromour adversaries, and the dangerous potential for the

m suse of energing technol ogi es and sci ence.

If confirmed, | will work tirelessly to ensure that the
United States has a safe, secure, and effective nucl ear
deterrent. | agree with Secretary Austin that continuing to
noderni ze our nuclear deterrent is a critical national
security priority. To do so wll require effective and
transparent partnerships with the National Nuclear Security
Admi ni stration, the Nucl ear Weapons Council, as well as with
Congress. | also join Secretary Austin and Deputy Secretary
Hi cks in supporting the nuclear triad, the bedrock of our
deterrent over the past 70 years.

Over the past year, the COVI D-19 pandemi c has laid bare
t he devastation that occurs when countries, including the
United States, are not adequately prepared to prevent,
detect, and respond to biological threats. If | am

fortunate enough to be confirnmed, I will make inproving and
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1 investing in chem cal and biol ogi cal defense capabilities

2 one of ny top priorities.

3 Wth that, | welcone your questions and |look forward to
4  the discussion this norning.

5 [ The prepared statenent of Ms. Rosenblum follows:]
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1 Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch. M. Mier,

2 please.
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STATEMENT OF CHRI STOPHER P. MAI ER, NOM NEE TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SPECI AL OPERATI ONS AND
LOW I NTENSI TY CONFLI CT

M. Maier: Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber |nhofe, and
di stingui shed nenbers of the coomittee, | am honored to
appear today as President Biden's nom nee for Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Special Qperations and Low
Intensity Conflict. | appreciate your consideration of ny
nom nati on, and thank Senator Manchin for his kind
i ntroducti on.

This comm ttee has | ong supported the people of our
nation's Special Operations enterprise and the essenti al
m ssi ons they conduct in our defense. | am hunbled to be
nom nated to serve al ongsi de the wonen and nen of our
Speci al Operations Forces who continue to inspire us through
their commtnent to excellence in executing our nation's
nost challenging mlitary m ssions. W nust not | ose sight
of the sacrifice that they, as well as their famlies,
conti nue to nmake on our behal f.

| have been blessed with a large and loving famly, who
have chal |l enged nme throughout nmy life to seek a calling of
service to others. To ny parents, Donna and Paul, your
careers of service to others set the exanple for all of us.
To ny wife, Emly, | thank you for all your support, for

your two decades of service as a Naval officer, and for the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

not her you are to our son. | also would |ike to acknow edge
t he unsung national security professionals with whom | have
served in the intelligence community and the Defense
Departnment over ny career, and ny fellow airman in the West
Virginia Air National Guard. Al of you have nodel ed the
commitnent to service that inspires me today.

| appreciate the confidence of President Biden and
Secretary Austin in nomnating ne at such a dynam c and
strategically inportant tinme for the Special QOperations
community. Congress created the position of ASD(SOLIC) in
1986, and this committee's | eadership and continued support
for the organi zati on have been instrunental in strengthening
civilian oversight of Special Operations. The Departnent's
recent reforms further bolster the roles and
responsibilities of ASD(SQO LI C) through a uni que direct-
reporting relationship to the Secretary of Defense, while
ensuring special operations and |owintensity conflict
policy is integrated with the Under Secretary of Defense for
Policy. If confirmed, | ook forward to working with this
committee to continue to inplenent these refornmns.

As the security chall enges facing our nation grow
I ncreasi ngly conpl ex, Special Operations Forces, or SCF,
will remain critical to U S. efforts in conducting
sust ai nabl e counterterrorism conpeting for influence with

near-peer rivals, and responding to crises. To neet these
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1 new and evol ving m ssions, the Special Operations enterprise
2 is undertaking its nost conprehensive transformation in a

3 generation. Broadening of skills, rapid fielding of

4 technol ogy, creative adaptation of tactics, and partnering
5 for outsized effects will be even nore essential. |If

6 confirmed, I will work every day to ensure ASD( SO LI Q)

7 provides the essential |eadership and gui dance to evolve the
8 force and m ssions.

9 As part of this transformation, we nust redouble our

10 comritnent to ensuring SOF can recruit, develop, and retain
11  the diversity of talent necessary to conpete globally. A
12 nore diverse force integrates new skills, |earned

13  experiences, and perspectives that | believe is an

14  operational inperative. | amcommitted to ensuring we are
15 providing the necessary role nodels and resources to recruit
16 and retain that talent in our formations.

17 We al so nust ensure that SOF represent the val ues and
18 ideals of the nation we serve. |If confirnmed, | wll work

19 closely with USSOCOM i n inplenenting the reconmendati ons

20 fromits conprehensive review of SOF ethics and cul ture.

21 Sexual assault and harassnent, extrem st behavi or, and

22 crimnal activities violate our oath and corrode the force.
23 Fundanental to the success of SOF is, and wll rennin,
24  its people. USSOCCOMis the standard-bearer for caring for

25 its personnel, fromthe Preservation of the Force and
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Famly, to the Warrior Care program As we continue to

| earn of new chal | enges across the physical, psychol ogical,
cognitive, cultural, and spiritual domains, | amcommtted,
If confirnmed, to ensuring that every nenber of the SOF
community receives the best possible care, and is ready to
conpete, deter, and win in a changi ng gl obal | andscape.

| ook forward to your questions and thank you again

for the opportunity to appear before you today.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Mier foll ows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much. Now | wll ask a
series of questions required of all civilian nom nees.
Pl ease respond appropriately.

Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

Ms. Hruby: Yes.

M. Rose: Yes.

Ms. Rosenblum  Yes.

M. Miier: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outcone of the
confirmation process?

Ms. Hruby: No.

M. Rose: No.

Ms. Rosenblum  No.

M. Mier: No.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversight responsibility makes it inportant that this
comrittee, its subcommttees, and other appropriate
comm ttees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirnmed, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

Ms. Hruby: Yes.

M . Rose: Yes.

36
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Ms. Rosenblum  Yes.

M. Miier: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,
docunments, and el ectronic comunications in a tinmely manner
when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or
ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult
with the requestor regarding the basis for any good-faith
delay or denial in providing such records?

Ms. Hruby: Yes.

M. Rose: Yes.

Ms. Rosenblum  Yes.

M. Miier: Yes.

Chairman Reed: WII| you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other information,
including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

Ms. Hruby: Yes.

M. Rose: Yes.

Ms. Rosenblum  Yes.

M. Mier: Yes.

Chairman Reed: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

Ms. Hruby: Yes.
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M. Rose: Yes.

Ms. Rosenblum  Yes.

M. Mier: Yes.

Chairman Reed: WIIl those witnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

Ms. Hruby: Yes.

M. Rose: Yes.

Ms. Rosenblum  Yes.

M. Miier: Yes.

Chairman Reed: Let the record show that all of the
W t nesses have responded in the affirmative to all of the
questi ons.

M. Huby, anong one of the major chall enges that you
have is the production of 80 pits in the next several years.
The original idea was to construct 5,000 square foot nodul es
at Los Al anps, and roughly the cost per square foot of such
constructi on was about 20,000. That plan was changed in
2018 to recondition or refit the MOX facility in Savannah,
Georgia, which is 450,000 square feet, about 25 percent
conpleted. So there is obviously going to be a cost
differential here.

VWhat are your views on the two-facility production
pl an?

Ms. Hruby: Chairman, thank you for your question.

This is the biggest issue | think facing NNSA today, is
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delivering the pit production capability for our nation for
the first tinme in many decades. The current plan that NNSA
has devel oped, and that | support, includes producing pits
at both Los Al anps and Savannah River, 30 pits per year

m ni mum at Los Al anpbs, 50 pits per year mninum at Savannah
Ri ver.

The 30 pits per year at Los Alanbs is on track to be
delivered in 2026. The 50 pits per year at Savannah River,
originally planned for 2030, is likely to now be sonewhere
bet ween 2030 and 2035, a decision that will be made at the
Critical Decision 2 point.

| believe that the two-site solution is a good sol ution
for a couple of reasons. One is that it is, as expressed by
NNSA, and again, | agree that it is nore resilient than a
one-site solution. Should anything go wong, should there
be an accident, it allows the other site to continue to nmake
pits. And | think that is quite inportant and allows the
t hroughput of pits to be closer to 80 than it would need to
be, to hedge agai nst bets.

The other reason is | think it takes advantage of the
infrastructure at NNSA and the skill sets at NNSA. So the
scientists at Los Alanps, | believe are very inportant to
pit production. | also believe that the culture of a
production plant that exists at Savannah River is also

important. And if the two organi zati ons work together well,
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and if confirmed, it will be ny job to nake sure that they
do, | think we take best advantage of the infrastructure and
the people of NNSA, and we end up with the nost resilient
pit production capability in the country per dollar.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch. Because of the
limted tinme, | ask the respondents to be concise, and if we

have a second round I wll try to reach everyone. But |et

me just ask Ms. Rosenblum If confirnmed, you will be the
Executive Secretary of the Nucl ear Weapons Council, and w ||
you assure us that you will do everything you can to tinely

coordi nate the budget reviews between DoD and NSA, to
guarantee the Council can neet DoD requirenents?

Ms. Rosenblum  Thank you, M. Chairman. If | am
confirnmed, yes, I will. | have reviewed all of the
responsibilities that would be mine, if confirmed as the
staff director, and feel prepared to carry themout, and
will do so.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. M. Maier, you have a dual -
hat responsibility. You report to the Secretary of Defense
the service-like activities of SOCOM and then you report to
the Assistant Secretary of Defense Policy with respect to
policy matters. Can you briefly give us an idea of how you
I ntend to di scharge those dual responsibilities?

Ms. Maier: Yes, M. Chairman. Thanks for the

question. So one way we will ook at that is having
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different staffs that integrate at a nore senior |evel but
work different parts of that portfolio, and | personally
think there is great value in having ASD(SO LI C) that does
bot h, because it can speak to the policy conponents in parts
of those conversations in the Departnent but al so represents
SOCOM and provides that civilian oversight independently but
In a synergistic manner with the policy.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. And finally, M. Rose, just
a quick, in nm remaining 5 seconds. You indicated one of
your challenges is maintaining a robust workforce. About a
third of your enployees are eligible for retirenent, and
would i kely do so. You are conpeting against a very
conpetitive market for skilled engineers, and particularly
anybody that knows anythi ng about a conputer.

So can you give us, very briefly, your thoughts on this
| ssue?

M. Rose: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairman, and thank
you for the question. | would say recruiting, devel oping,
and retaining the next generation of nuclear security
experts is absolutely vital. And as | nentioned, there has
been a | ot of progress in the past several years, in |large
part thanks to this commttee. But we still have
significant gaps, as you nentioned.

One of ny first objectives, if confirnmed in the

position, would be to neet with the | eadershi p of NNSA, the
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| abs, and the sites to, one, identify where our gaps are

Wi th regards to personnel, and then, two, devel oping a
conprehensive plan to i nplenent and cl ose those gaps. Thank
you very much, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, M. Rose. Senator |nhofe,
pl ease.

Senat or I nhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. First of
all, | think all opening statenents were great opening
statenents. | comend you on those statenents.

Ms. Hruby, |last year we had nmajor concerns with the
Secretary of the DOE interfering with the work of the NNSA
and putting our nuclear nodernization prograns at risk, even
guestioning what our role is in devel opi ng the budget and
sone other things, and it was not a workable thing. In
fact, | had to personally intervene with then President
Trunp to get things pretty well straightened out. So we
have got to have a clear understanding at DOE and OVB about
the work of the Nucl ear Weapons Council .

Now | like the fact that you -- and | told you this
before -- canme right out wwth sonme of your priorities, and
stating what those priorities were, nunber one, ensuring the
success of our weapons prograns, two, updating obsol ete
I nfrastructure, and three, taking care of our people. And I
agree with those priorities. WIIl you agree to keeping us

I nformed as to how you are com ng along with your
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priorities?

Ms. Hruby: Yes, Senator. O course, | would be
delighted to keep you inforned, if confirned.

Senator Inhofe: GCkay. And | think also, M. Rose, how
do you plan to support Ms. Hruby in these priorities, these
three priorities?

M. Rose: Senator, | agree with all of her priorities,
and | will do everything in ny power to be a very good
deputy, if confirned.

Senator Inhofe: That is good. And, M. Mier, | want
totalk a little bit about what is happening in Africa right
now. It is a critical theater for inplenenting our National
Defense Strategy. China and Russia are on the rise. China
has opened its first overseas mlitary base in Dibouti. A
| ot of people do not realize that. This is the first tine
t hey have done this, and now they are all the way as far
south as the southern part of Tanzania. They are active in
there as well as Russia being on the rise in that area. So
right now I SIS and al Qaeda are on the increase as well, and
to deal wth these threats we only have 6,000 personnel,
mlitary personnel, on the entire continent.

| was critical of the previous adm nistration, because
when they were tal king about revanpi ng and changi ng our
priorities in different parts of the world | really feel

that we are understaffed. That is the only area where we
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1 are starting off understaffed. And I amnot anticipating or
2 expecting that you had a chance to | ook at and eval uate the
3 personnel and whether or not it is adequate, but any first

4 thoughts in terns of where they are in that field?

5 M. Maier: Senator, thanks for the question, and |

6 think Africa is a very inportant theater, as you say, for

7 both things that Special Operations is focused on --

8 obviously 20 years or nore of the counterterrorismfight

9 there, as you nentioned, a nunber of ISIS and al Qaeda

10 affiliates there -- but then it is also an arena for

11  conpetition, as you referenced, in Dibouti. And I think ny
12 objective, if confirnmed, is to very nmuch | ook at where we

13 are getting return on that investnent and where we can

14  conbi ne sone of those missions to get nore benefit for the
15 National Defense Strategy.

16 Senat or I nhofe: Ckay. Well, | think one of the first
17 things that | would |like to have you do, and share with us,
18 on what your inpression is in terns of adequacy of our

19 resources in Africa. Wuld you do that?

20 Ms. Maier: | would, Senator. |If confirned, | would be
21 glad to look at that as a first priority.

22 Senator I nhofe: Ckay. Lastly, | think that there is
23 going to be sone of the nenbers are going to be talking to
24 you and Ms. Rosenbl um about the issue of no-first-use

25 policy. There is sone confusion as to where you are in sone
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people's mnds, and I will give you one shot to state that
before the rest of themget to you. Al right?

Ms. Rosenblum Al right. Thank you, Senator. |
appreciate the opportunity to clarify ny viewon this. Gve
the strategic environnent that we face, one that is
absolutely challenging U S. interests and those of our
allies, I do not support a no-first-use policy.

Senator Inhofe: Al right. Thank you very nuch. M.
Chai r man?

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator |Inhofe. Let nme now
recogni ze Senator Shaheen.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank
you to each of our nom nees this norning for your
w I lingness to be considered for these very inportant posts
and for your testinony this norning.

| want to begin with you, M. Maier, because in your
openi ng remarks you tal ked about the inportance of diversity
I n our Special Operations Forces, and one aspect of that
diversity are the wonmen that we need to have join Operation
Forces, yet a study from 2016 found that 85 percent of
Speci al QOperators opposed all owi ng wonen into their

specialties, and 71 percent opposed wonen in their units.

So this is obviously an ongoing challenge. It is
getting better, I know. W just had our first -- we have 50
graduates, | think, of Ranger School that just happened, and
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one of our first Geen Berets. But can you tal k about what
you think sonme of the challenges are to better integrating
wonen, and specifically, reading the report that just cane
out in April of Wonen in Arny Special Operations Survey, one
of the things that | found particularly interesting was that
one of the biggest challenges is equipnment fitting. And I
had the opportunity to go out to Mnot Air Force Base recent
wi th General Brown, and one of the denpnstrations he
provided for us, that they are doing there in Mnot, is
working to refit the equi pnment that wonen are wearing so
that they can operate better with the equi pnent we have for
our wonen in the mlitary.

So can you tal k about those chall enges and how you wi ||
addr ess t henf

Ms. Maier: Yes, Senator. | think it is a very
i nportant issue, and | think the first step has been opening
all fields to wonen, and | think what we are seeing is the
evolution of that. So the survey you cite fromU. S. Arny
Speci al Qperations was conmm ssioned by theminternally, and
| think this is indicative of the ongoing effort to build
both the ability for wonen to operate on an equal footing
and have the acceptance and, in many cases, the equi pnent
that is required.

If confirmed, this is one of the top priorities | would

have. | think it fits into the Secretary and, by extension,
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the President's strive to really have a diverse force. W
know, as we conpete globally, we are going to need both
genders in the fight, and we are going to need people with
ot her expertise that we mi ght not have had as much of in the
force at this state.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. As an aside, if you did
not hear the public radio piece on how wonen are required to
wear their hair inthe mlitary, that was on this norning, |
woul d urge you to listen to it. It was a very inportant
exanpl e of why we have got to respond to sone of these
chal |l enges that wonen are facing, in a way that is nore
friendly to the differences between nen and wonen, which are
not worse. They are just different.

Ms. Hruby and M. Rose, | think this question is for
both of you. W just saw the inpact of the cyber hacking
into the Colonial Pipeline and what that neant for the
country. How do we reassure people who have questions about
our nucl ear weapons, and our nucl ear command and control
structure, that they are not al so open to those kinds of
cyberattacks?

Ms. Hruby: Thank you, Senator Shaheen, for the
guestion. O course, cyber is a major challenge across the
U S. Governnent, and particularly in the places that we want
to keep nost secure, the nuclear weapons facilities. The

peopl e in the nucl ear weapons, in the NNSA conpl ex, work
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tirelessly to protect the networks and have been fairly
successful in doing so. | think we need to continue to find
talent, to use that talent effectively to protect our
networks and to share those | essons across the governnent.
Thank you.

Senat or Shaheen: M. Rose?

M. Rose: Senator, thanks very nmuch for the question.
| agree with everything Ms. Hruby said, and if confirned,
one of ny first priorities would be to hire a new chi ef
information officer for the NNSA. The nost recent officer
just retired. But | fully agree. | actually teach a course
at Georgetown University called "Quter Space But Strategic
Capabilities,” and it tal ks about all the interrel ationships
bet ween cyber, nuclear, as well as outer space.

So | think you are absolutely right. W have to | ook
at these strategic issues froma holistic approach. Thank
you.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Now let ne
recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Fischer.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, Chairnman Reed. M.
Rosenblum in a 2019 tal k, you descri bed our nuclear forces

as being on a, quote, "hair trigger," end quote. | am
concerned by this, because for the entire time that | have

been on this commttee, mlitary and civilian officials,
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1 fromboth the Gbhana and the Trunp adm nistrations, have

2 consistently argued against this phrase and the idea that it

3 Is meant to foster, which is that there is sonething
4 inherently unsafe about our | CBM posture.
5 Just a few weeks ago, in the Strategic Forces

6 Subcommttee, we heard Ceneral Kehler, the former STRATCOM
7 Commander, explain again why this is a red herring. 1In

8 fact, | renenber testinony fromthe Cbama adm ni stration

9 that reducing the alert posture for our |ICBM would actually
10 be destabilizing. Senator Shaheen just spoke about a CODEL
11 that a few of us took to Mnot in North Dakota, the base,
12 where that phrase was also identified as a red herring.

13 So do you believe that our alert posture is unsafe or
14 that it needs to be changed?

15 Ms. Rosenblum  Thank you, Senator. | appreciate the

16 opportunity to be able to clarify my views with respect to

17 this issue. | support the current alert posture and believe
18 it is an inportant piece to nmaking our nucl ear deterrent
19 credible. | believe that what you are referring to is an

20 op-ed that | had done in 2019, in the Des Mines Register,
21 in advance of the lowa caucuses. The purpose of the op-ed
22 was to encourage lowans to be able to engage with the

23 candi dates around issues related to nuclear weapons. |t was
24 in an attenpt to have that |anguage be accessi bl e and

25 understandable that | used the phrase "hair trigger alert.”
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| certainly did not nean any offense by it, and if | did, |
apol ogi ze.

Senator Fischer: Well, | thank you for those comments.
| think it is extremely inportant that all public figures
are careful in termnology that is used wwth regards to the

security of this nation. As you know, there are numerous
safeguards that are in place, and all the testinony that has
been given to this commttee over the years about this, that
"hair trigger" phrase is such a m scharacterization, and |
believe it is not serving the people of this country well to
have that kind of |anguage out there that does not refl ect
the true environnment that we live in.
Dr. Hruby, last week in the Strategic Forces
Subcomm ttee | talked to Dr. Verdon about the rel ationship
bet ween noderni zi ng NNSA' s nucl ear conplex and how this
I nvestnent actually reduces the potential need to
[ i naudi bl e] nuclear test. Can you talk about how the
relationship is between those two things, how you view that?
Ms. Rosenblum  Thank you, Senator Fischer. The
nmoderni zation of the NNSA infrastructure is critical to
keepi ng our stockpile safe, secure, and reliable wthout
testing. And | want to, in particular, highlight the
ability to make plutoniumpits as part of that. W know
that pits' performance change with tinme, and the planned pit

production programallows us to get ahead of that and nake
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sure that we do not get to a point where we need to test the
weapons in an underground, in a nuclear explosive test, to
make sure they are reliable. Thank you.

Senator Fischer: Al so, Doctor, | appreciated our
di scussi on about the inportance of the Stockpile
Responsi veness Program and | just wanted to confirm one
thing for the record. Do you believe that the United States
nmust rebuild and maintain the basic capabilities of design,
manuf acture, and sustain an effective nucl ear weapons
stockpile to support our nation's deterrent?

Ms. Rosenblum Yes, Senator, | do. | think the
St ockpi |l e Responsi veness Programis an excellent program
t hat has been started wthin the |ast few years and wll be
very inportant to the future of our stockpile.

Senator Fischer: And, M. Rose, do you agree? Yes or
no. | amsorry to nmake it so short. | amout of tine.

M. Rose: Yes, | agree.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you very nmuch. Thank you to
the panelists for com ng. Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Now |let ne
recogni ze Senat or Kai ne.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chairman, Ranking Menber
| nhofe, and congratul ations to each of the nom nees.
believe you are all very well qualified for your positions.

| want to just also say a word about John Warner. It

51
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is a true honor to be a Virginia Senator on the Arned
Services Conmttee and think about ny friend, and feel sad
about his death but also celebrate an amazing life. Senator
Warner was in the Pacific in Wrld War 11, and when he cane
back to the United States at the end of the war he went to
Washi ngton and Lee to go to college. And ny father-in-Iaw
was also in the Pacific during Wrld War |11, as a
submari ner, and then cane back and went to school at
Washi ngton and Lee. And they were very, very dear friends,
begi nning in 1946.

They built the nodern Republican Party in Virginia from
essentially nothing. Wen ny father-in-law was the first
el ected governor, Republican governor, in Virginia history,
John was the Secretary of the Navy, and they worked together
on many issues, because Virginia is the center of naval
power in the world. Their friendship was tested but not
strai ned when they ran agai nst each other for the United
States Senate in 1978, and John Warner beat ny father-in-
| aw, beat ny political hero, just like he |later beat ny best
friend in politics, Mark Warner, in a race in 1996, for the
United States Senate.

I knew how inportant this commttee was to John Warner,
when | was mayor and governor and was working w th Senator
Warner. His service on this conmttee was sonething that he

tal ked about a lot. | think it was his favorite part of his
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30 years in the United States Senate. But by the tine |
canme to the Senate he had been gone, but then | really
wanted to know even nore about John Warner, because | got to
neet people |like Jack Reed and John McCain, and Carl Levin,
and ot hers who had served with John on this commttee, and |
| earned an entirely new di nension of ny friend. And | just
wanted to begin ny comments today just expressing how sad |
feel that he is gone but how proud | amto be a successor,
not a replacenent as a Virginia Senator on the Arned, but |
am a successor to him

One just personal privilege. Wen | found that he had
died I knew ny father-in-law woul d be very distraught about
this. M father-in-lawwll be 98 in Septenber. And ny
wfe just texted ne. She reached her dad this norning to
talk to himabout it at the retirenment comrunity where he
lives, and he was very stunned and saddened about it. And
kept saying, "But he is a youngster. He is younger than
me." That is very nmuch like ny father-in-law to think that
a 94-year-old is a youngster.

I want to ask just one question of Ms. Hruby and M.
Rose. The Navy has published a SI OP Shipyard
I ndustrialization Optim zation Plan that really sort of |ays
out, quite a ways into the future, the necessary investnents
that need to be made in our public shipyards. Does NNSA

have sonmething simlar, kind of a |long-terminvestnent
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docunent that would help us work with you to nake sure that
we are keeping the physical facilities of the NNSA in the
shape they need to be in?

Ms. Hruby: Senator, is the specific question -- | just
want to make sure | am answering the right question -- about
the Navy Reactor Program or just in general ?

Senat or Kaine: Just in general. Does the NNSA
prograns within its purview have a simlar sort of long-term
capital inprovenent investnent plan that we can assess to
determ ne whether we are appropriately investing?

Ms. Hruby: Okay. Thank you for the clarification.

The NNSA has worked very hard over the last 5 years or so to
devel op a risk-based approach to infrastructure investnent
needs. It is a fairly sophisticated approach. The

i nfrastructure needs are large, and so they have prioritized
those by ability to deliver prograns, and there is a | ong-
termplan. And if confirned, | want to take a close | ook at
that, but there is a plan.

Senator Kaine: | also know the President is sending us
up a budget today, and | amgoing to be interested to see
t he budgetary proposals to execute on a plan |ike that.

Thank you. | will yield back to you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Kai ne.

And now | would like to recognize Senator King, please.

Senat or King: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ms. Rosenbl um
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wel cone to the committee. It is an honor to be introduced
by Sam Nunn. | will overl ook your association with Bil
Cohen, | assure you, when it cones tine to vote on your

nom nation. Please give himny regards.

Ms. Hruby, one of the issues involved wth nucl ear
noderni zation is that many Aneri cans do not understand why
we are doing it. Those of us that have |ived through prior
decades have to realize the Cold War is in a 30-year rear-
viewmrror. Since that tinme we have had 9/11, we have had
the war on terror, we have had COVID, and so | want to ask
you some questi ons.

Qur essential defense posture for the past 70 years has
been deterrence of others' attacks on us. |s that not true?

Ms. Hruby: That is true, Senator.

Senator King: And deterrence rests upon your adversary
under standi ng that you have a capacity to make life very
difficult -- that is a euphemsm-- for themand the will to
use it. |Is that not correct?

Ms. Hruby: That is correct, Senator.

Senator King: And if your deterrent is out of date, in
bad shape, not noderni zed, not able to be delivered, then
that, in fact, makes the country |less safe, does it not?

Ms. Hruby: That is correct, Senator.

Senator King: And so the nodernization that we are

tal ki ng about is essential to maintaining the peace. 1Isn't
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that correct?

Ms. Hruby: It is.

Senator King: | think this is inportant, because
peopl e back honme in Maine say, "Wiy are we spending all this
noney on nucl ear weapons?" And the reason is because we
never want to have a nuclear war. The irony, or the
par adox, of nuclear weapons is we build themso we w ||
never have to use them And that strategy has, in fact,
wor ked for over 70 years. |s that correct?

Ms. Hruby: That is correct.

Senator King: Now let nme go to the specifics of that,
and | think the answer is contained in the conversation we
have al ready had, and | apol ogi ze for cross-examning you in
this way, but it is a way of getting through material in a
shorter period of tine.

We are going back into the business of making pl utoni um
pits, which are necessary elenents for a nucl ear weapon.

And | presune that the reason that is the case is that we
have to nodernization and that the pits that were built in
earlier periods are no |longer fully dependable and need to
be upgraded along with other parts of the nuclear deterrent.
| s that correct?

Ms. Hruby: Well, the pits today are dependable. The
NNSA plan is to make sure that they can be replaced before

t hey becone not dependabl e.
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Senator King: And that entails reinvigorating pit
production at both Los Al anbs, and the other question is,
why do we need two places? Wy are we tal king about Los
Al anobs and Savannah River?

Ms. Hruby: Yes, Senator. The nunber of pits that are
projected to be needed is a mninmmof 80 pits per year.
That is a significant capability at Los Alanbs. If we were
to do it all there it would require nmuch nore infrastructure
I nvestnment. Using the MOX facility shell, which has been
built as a Cat-1 facility, a facility that can handl e
plutonium allows us to have a cost-effective program use
the talent across the NNSA conpl ex.

Senator King: Thank you. M. Rose, | want to turn to
you. A couple of things. W had a question a few m nutes
ago about cyber, and you said you were going to appoint a
new CIO. | want urgency here, and | do not think -- | nean,
| amfine with appointing a new CIOQ, but | would like you to
stand up a teamthat aggressively red-teans your systens to
test them because every Cl O says, "Ch, we are okay," and
that goes up the |line and you say, "W are okay." | want
peopl e who are paid to hack your system to denonstrate
whet her or not you are, in fact, secure. There is no nore
| nportant cyber protection than that of nuclear command and
control and communi cati on.

So | hope that you will go beyond a new CIOto an all -
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hands- on- deck, urgent, urgent pursuit of cyber defense, of
particularly in the NNSA

M. Rose: Senator, thank you very much. | agree with
you 100 percent. You know, we have got to get on our A-gane
with regard to cyber, especially that nexus between cyber
and nuclear. One of the things that | have been focused on
in my career over the last 5 years is the challenge of these
new ener gi ng technol ogi es to nucl ear deterrence. So if
confirmed, | assure you that | wll nmake your reconmendati on
a priority, and we will work to get the NNSA' s house in
order with regard to cybersecurity.

Senator King: Thank you, sir. |If you do not, | wll
come and find you.

[ Laughter. ]

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: | do not know how to respond to the
| ast comment.

Let nme now t hank Senator King and recognize, via Wbex,
Senat or \Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman,
and congratul ations to each of you on your nom nations.

Ms. Hruby, | want to tal k about NNSA s out-of-control
nucl ear weapons budget. According to the agency's 25-year
buil d plan, published |ast Decenber, projected spending on

nucl ear weapons activities has risen to $505 billion. That
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IS a staggering increase of $113 billion, or 29 percent,
fromthe 2020 version of the plan. Now I understand that
cost overruns at the NNSA are the norm but these figures
are m nd-boggling. And when we |et the cost of weapons
bal l oon it can crowd out other inportant Energy Depart nent
national security progranms, such as nonproliferation.

So, Ms. Hruby, I want to ask, wll you conmt to
providing this comrittee with cost estinates for nmjor
agency projects that are realistic and not |owballed, and
schedul es for conpleting these projects that are al so
realistic and not just a fantasy?

Ms. Hruby: Well, thank you, Senator Warren. Yes, the
answer is yes, | will. | do think we need to get better at
cost estimation and schedule estimation within the
Departnment, and seeking talent to do that and naki ng sure
that is done will be a top priority for nme, if confirned.

Senator Warren: | would only anend what you are
saying. You do not just need to get better. Based on where
we are right now, you need to get a |lot better on this. |
al so want to note that | am concerned about NNSA's current
noder ni zation plan, which, in addition to being unnecessary
has no chance of being executed on tinme or on budget.

Now, Ms. Rosenblum let nme ask you, if confirnmed, in
addition to be an Assistant Secretary, you will also be the

Staff Director for the Pentagon's Nucl ear Weapons Council .
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Last year, National Defense Authorization Act significantly
I ncreased the role of the Nuclear Wapons Council in
determ ni ng the NNSA budget, decreasing the traditional role
of the Energy Departnment. This effort pronpted an

out pouring of bipartisan opposition in the Senate and the
House, but, unfortunately, key parts of the objectionable

| anguage were retained in the final bill

So et me ask, Ms. Rosenblum do you believe the Energy
Secretary should retain the decision authority for the NNSA
budget request?

Ms. Rosenblum Senator, thank you very nuch for the
question. | amvery famliar wiwth the changes that were
made certainly to the legislation, and it is one that | do
support and believe that the Council is appropriately
chaired by the Departnent of Defense.

Senator Warren: | amnot sure | understand the answer
to nmy question, and that is, do you believe that the Energy
Secretary should retain decision authority for the NNSA
budget request? | just want to make sure | understand your
answer. That is a yes or no.

Ms. Rosenblum Yes, | do, Senator, in consultation.

Senator Warren: | appreciate that. | just wanted to
make sure | understood.

So, Ms. Hruby, are you concerned that this new |l aw w ||

negatively inpact your ability to set NNSA's budget?
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Ms. Hruby: | think that we need forge a better
rel ati onship so things like this do not happen in the
future, and | am confident we can do that and we can work
t hrough the | egal requirenents as needed.

Senator Warren: Well, | hope that you are right, but I
am very concerned about this.

As ny col |l eagues, Senator Manchin and Senat or
Mur kowski, wote |ast year, the Nuclear Wapons Council,
guote, "has a narrower focus than the Secretary of Energy,
and its recomrendati ons would likely prioritize nuclear
weapons at the expense of other critical energy departnent

m ssions,"” end quote. | fear that this newlaw wll make it
harder to rein in the NNSA s dangerous budget growth, and I
will ook forward to working with both of you to nmake sure
that we are able to do that.

So thank you very nmuch. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren. Now let ne
recogni ze Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank you
to all four of you for being here today. | really
appreciate it. This question is for Ms. Rosenbl um

In April, the Governnent Accountability Ofice issued a
report which highlighted the threat that biological agents

present to our servicenenbers on the Korean Peninsula, and

found that the Departnent needs to inprove the preparedness
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of U S forces to counter chem cal and biol ogi cal weapons.

The DoD manuf actured hundreds of thousands of doses of
vacci nes | ast year for both the plague and botul i num toxin,
two threats for which the DoD has | ongstandi ng requirenents
to provide nedical counterneasures. However, as part of the
defense-wi de review, the Departnent term nated the Joint
Vacci ne Acquisition Program ending funding for severa
nmedi cal progranms. This included the vaccine prograns for
t hese biothreats that had already conpl eted Phase 2 clinical
trials, and manufactured 300, 000 doses of each vaccine to
denonstrate manufacturing capability.

As we continue to reckon with the chall enge of the
COVI D- 19 pandem c, | am concerned about the risk inherent in
endi ng vacci ne devel opnent prograns that are ained at
protecting our warfighters. |If confirmed, can you commt to
reviewi ng the Departnent's policy and expeditiously
providing a report back to the coomittee on the acquisition
strategy for these vaccines, to include the status of the
devel opnment, the cost to conplete the devel opnent, and the
risks to our servicenenbers if devel opnent is discontinued?

Ms. Rosenblum | do, Senator, and | believe it is
critical that our Joint Forces have the protections that
they require in order to be able to counter any kind of
threat from weapons of mass destruction, including

bi ol ogi cal as well.
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Senator Kelly: Well, thank you, Ms. Rosenbl um

M. Maier, good to see you again. The National Defense
Strategy Conmi ssion has cautioned us of the inbalance in
civil-mlitary relations on critical issues of strategy,
devel opnent, and inplenentation. As you know, Congress has
taken steps to address this inbal ance by including inportant
reforms in recent defense authorization that are designed to
enhance the ability of the Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Special Operations and LowIntensity Conflict to act as
the Service Secretary-like civilian responsible for
oversi ght and advocacy of Special Operations Forces.

What is the value to both the Special Qperations
enterprise and our overall national security in having an
enpowered Service Secretary-like civilian in the Pentagon?

Ms. Maier: Senator Kelly, nice to see you again as
well. Thank you for the question. So | think it is
critically inportant that as we | ook at our other services
they have a civilian that is enpowered that sits above them
and | think this conmttee has recogni zed that there are
el ements of Special Operations Command that did not have
that. So in the first order it fills a gap.

I think in the second, and nmaybe nore practical sense,
It Is an opportunity for there to be a civilian who is
advocating for the nen and wonen of Special Operations in

the building, both in the policy and then in the
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1 admnistrative chain of command that today has not exi sted.

2 Senator Kelly: Do you think we have nade any progress
3 in noving this forward?
4 Ms. Maier: | do, Senator. | think the Secretary's

5 recent announcenent of how he intends to proceed with a

6 dual-reporting chain, including a direct report to himfor
7 the admnistrative chain of conmand, in which, if confirned,
8 | would be that direct report, significantly enpowers the
9 position.

10 Senator Kelly: Well, thank you.

11 The next question is for Ms. Hruby and M. Rose. In
12 past testinony before the commttee, the National Nuclear
13 Security Adm nistration has been candid about the risks

14  posed by the aging workforce. Wth nore than one-third of
15 the workforce eligible to retire by 2024, the inperative of
16 recruiting the next generation of Anerican scientists and
17 engineers is clear. | amproud to say that the students at
18 the University of Arizona are anong those that are already
19 building relationships and experience with the National

20 Nuclear Security Adm nistration through the Mnority Serving

21 Institution Partnership Program
22 Can each of you speak to, in the remaining tinme, which
23 is not nuch, can you speak to how you would build on these

24  progranms and other nethods to devel op a sustai nabl e pipeline

25 in STEM research?
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Ms. Hruby: Yeah, very quickly, we need to work with
community coll eges, historically black coll eges and
university, mnority serving institutions, top research
institutions across the board to rebuild our workforce, and
If confirnmed, that will be a top priority.

M. Rose: Senator, let nme just say, recruiting,
devel opi ng, and retaining our nuclear security workforce is
one of ny highest priorities, and should |I be confirned, be
assured that | will make it happen.

Senator Kelly: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly. Let ne
recogni ze Senat or Cotton, please.

Senator Cotton: Ms. Hruby, what was your invol venent
in the incorporation of critical race theory or diversity
equity and inclusion training at the Sandia National Labs?

Ms. Hruby: Senator Cotton, thanks for that question.
| am strong believer in diversity, equity, and inclusion
training for our workforce. And, in fact, study after study
shows that the culture of institutions is the reason why we
| ose top talent, and particularly wonen and people of color.
So ny first statement is | ama strong supporter and have
benefited greatly personally and been part of an institution
that has benefitted greatly fromdiversity, equity, and
I ncl usi on training.

The issues with the Sandia divisive training occurred
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after | left the laboratory, and | understand it has been
reviewed, and if confirnmed, |I |ook forward to eval uating
t hose reviews and maki ng sure that we have high-quality
training prograns that will continue into the future.

Senator Cotton: Ms. Hruby, | have heard from concerned
former NNSA officials and | ab workers who said these
controversial training regi nens were conducted under your
watch. Did you direct or participate in any of what you
just called divisive training sessions?

Ms. Hruby: | did participate in training, diversity,
equity, and inclusion training at the |aboratories. The
training that | participated in | never considered divisive
nor did | hear that from any enpl oyee that participated in
the training at the | aboratory while | was there.

Senator Cotton: Did you personally participate in any
training that instructed white enpl oyees to, quote,
"deconstruct their white culture,” end quote, or to
apol ogi ze for bigotries or prejudices that they did not
comm t?

Ms. Hruby: No, Senator. The classes did explore
privilege, but in ny opinion they never were divisive or
asked i nappropriate questions or apol ogize of the white
wor kf or ce.

Senator Cotton: Do you believe that any race is

I nherently prejudiced, bigoted, or oppressive?
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Ms. Hruby: No, sir.

Senator Cotton: Do you believe that any race is
I nherently victimzed or oppressed?

Ms. Hruby: No, sir.

Senator Cotton: Do you see any inherent danger in
telling highly skilled technicians who control one of the
| ar gest stockpiles of nuclear weapons in the world that they
are working for a country whose roots around on system c
raci snf?

Ms. Hruby: Well, no, | do, but I do think we need to
be open to the issues that exist, and that the cultures that
exist that do not allowus to fully utilize all Anmericans in
our science and technol ogy enterprise.

Senator Cotton: So you do not see any danger in
teachi ng these technicians who are in charge of our nuclear
stockpiles that Anerica is a fundanmentally, or
systematically racist country?

Ms. Hruby: | do not think Anerica is a fundanmentally
raci st country.

Senator Cotton: And so, therefore, you would al so not
permt any such training in the agency, should you be
confirnmed?

Ms. Hruby: That is correct. | would want to nake sure
all of our training was high quality.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. | think that we can al
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agree that if you are an American, no matter your race, Sex,
creed, preference, and especially if you are gifted in
fields |like math, physics, chem stry, or engineering, that
we want you and we need you at the NNSA. But | hope that we
al so treat our workforce with respect and do not subject any
of these highly trained professionals to this very foolish
kind of training that teaches themthat one race is
i nherently guilty by birth or one race is inherently
oppressed by birth or that Anmerica i s sonehow a
fundanmental ly racist or irredeemable or hateful country.
woul d suggest that is a very bad way to chase out sone of
our very best enployees and put theminto the arns of the
private sector

So thank you very nuch for your answers today, and
thank you all for your appearance.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nmuch. Now |let ne
recogni ze Senator Haw ey, pl ease.

Senator Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks to
the witnesses for being here.

Ms. Hruby, let ne ask you about the Kansas City
National Security Canpus, which is in nmy hone state of
M ssouri, that we are very proud of. It does extraordinary
wor kK manufacturing, as you know, the non-nucl ear conponents
for the NNSA s war head prograns.

We know that the Kansas City canpus is going to need
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addi tional capacity to neet its production requirenents
going forward. |If confirned, can you give ne a sense how
you wi Il work to ensure that the canpus has the space it
needs to continue its vital work?

Ms. Hruby: Yes. Thank you, Senator Haw ey, for that
guestion. The Kansas City site is a very inportant part of
the NNSA conplex, and it is very active right now, and it is
under si zed to produce the conmponents we need. | understand
that there are several options, including | ease options, to
relieve sone of the pressure on the infrastructure at the
site, and if confirnmed, I will look into what those options
are and nove forward swftly wwth trying to relieve the
pressures, the limtations fromthe infrastructure options.

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good. Thank you for that.

M. Miier, let ne cone to you and let's talk a little
bit about Afghanistan if we could. Acting Assistant
Secretary of Defense Helvey testified recently that the U S.
does not necessarily need the Afghan governnment in order to
achi eve our counterterrorismobjectives in Afghanistan. Let
me ask you if you agree that if Kabul falls we may be able
to work with other regional and | ocal stakeholders in the
country, in Afghanistan, to maintain the necessary access,
gather the intelligence, and otherwi se be able to facilitate
our over-the-horizon operations. Do you agree with that?

M. Miier: Senator, | think that it will be i mensely
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nore challenging if the Afghan governnment falls. Wile
there are options, as | understand it, underway to | ook at
ot her outside-facing locations, that is exacerbated by a
fall of the Afghan security forces who are fighting and
dying on the front |ines.

Senator Hawl ey: But surely we have to plan for a
nunber of contingencies. So ny question is, if Kabul falls,
will we be able to conduct the necessary intelligence-
gat hering, over-the-horizon operations, et cetera, by
wor ki ng with regional and | ocal stakehol ders?

M. Miier: Senator, | think we will be, but it is
really a spectrum It wll be better if we are closer and
we have nore capability that we can apply against the
probl em of course.

Senator Hawl ey: Fair enough. Let ne ask you about
Speci al Forces, which are such a key part of our effort to
mai ntain contact and then work with the Northern Alliance in
the earlier days of the war in Afghanistan. Do you think
t hat Special Operations Forces should play a role in hel ping
to maintain simlar relationships going forward so that we
can work with |ocal partners again to achi eve our
counterterrorismobjectives, if Kabul falls here, |ooking at
t he same scenari 0?

M. Miier: Senator, | think it is fair to say that SOF

was first into Afghani stan and they be last out, and this is
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definitely an option that | would ook at, if confirned.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. Let ne ask you about sone
of the work that has been going on in the Baltics. They
have been working very closely with U S. Special Forces
again to strengthen their own resistance capabilities in
order to help deter a Russian invasion. So with that
precedent in mnd, shift over to Taiwan. Do you think that
Tai wan woul d benefit fromstrengthening its ability to
conduct irregular warfare, along the |lines of what the
Baltic nations have been doi ng?

M. Miier: Senator, | do think that is sonething that
we shoul d be considering strongly as we think about
conpetition across the span of different capabilities we can
apply, SOF being a key contributor to that.

Senator Haw ey: G ve ne a sense of how you think our
Speci al Qperations community can hel p Taiwan develop this
kind of irregular warfare capabilities.

M. Maier: Senator, | think building on sone of the
areas that they may not be thinking of, of a fight in depth,
if there is a Chinese mlitary advance, where there could be
some opportunities for, as you say, resistance networks or
other capabilities that would | eave behind, if you wll,
agai nst a potential eneny, anphibious | anding or sonething
li ke that, sir.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. In what specific ways do
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you see our Special Operations Forces contributing to
deterring Chinese aggression, not just at the unconventi onal
| evel but al so in supporting our conventional forces?

M. Miier: | think, Senator, when things work best the
SOF enterprise is in support of the Joint Force, and vice
versa, and | think information operations is a key area
where USSOCOM brings a lot of capability, and we need to, |
think, continue to inprove upon that. One of the priorities
| certainly have, in |ooking at the conpetition space, is
how we can be better in that informati on environnent, and
that, of course, is not only a SCF capability al one.

Senator Hawey: Gve ne a sense of, if you are
confirmed, what steps you will take to ensure that our
Speci al QOperations Forces wll be able to take the steps
that you just outlined and al so naintain their readiness,
support over-the-horizon counterterrorismefforts in the
M ddl e East, and performthe many ot her additional m ssions
that we ask themto undertake in nultiple other theaters?

M. Miier: Senator, | think it is going to be a
question of prioritization and really | ooking at returns on
i nvestment. W are still going to need to do the
counterterrorismfight, and SOF is best positioned to do
that. But sone of those partnerships we built over the
years are also applicable to the conpetition space. But we

need to evolve nore towards that as a national defense
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strategy. So | think it is going to be a constant tradeoff
and | ooking for opportunities to get econom es of scale on
both of those m ssion set.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hawl ey. | believe
Senator King has an additional question.

Senator King: M. Rose, as Ms. Rosenbl um al r eady
| ear ned, one has to be accountable for witings going back
to third grade, sonetines, but | want to conplinent you.

You published an article in Decenber where you had, | think,
an inportant insight. You said, "A deterrent posture
review, as opposed to strictly a nuclear posture review,
could help the adm nistration determ ne the right set of
mlitary capabilities of policies, nuclear and non-nucl ear,
It requires to better deter current and energing threats in
a fiscally sustainabl e manner.

"I ndeed, if a nuclear weapon were ever used, it wll
unlikely to be a result of a bolt-out-of-the-blue nuclear
attack, but the result of the escalation of a conventional
conflict. Therefore, the best way to prevent a nucl ear war
may be by preventing conventional conflict fromoccurring in
the first place.”

| think that is an inportant insight. Could you expand

a bit on that?
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M. Rose: Thank you very nuch, Senator. You know,
when you | ook at the threat | andscape we face, during the
Cold War we were very much concerned about that Soviet first
strike. Wen we | ook at the current security environnent,
where we wi Il nost |ikely have a situation where a conflict
could go nuclear would be in a regional conflict with a
great power |ike Russia.

Senator King: And indeed, Russia has articulated a
doctrine of the use of tactical nuclear weapons called
"Escal ate to Deescal ate.” They are openly tal king about
this strategy.

M. Rose: That is correct, Senator.

Senator King: And therefore, that is a risk that we
really need to think about, and as you say, we need to think
about deterring conventional conflict as well as the massive
nucl ear conflict that the doctrine of the '60s, '70s, '80s,
and ' 90s confl at ed.

M. Rose: Absolutely, sir.

Senator King: M. Rosenblum to nove on to | ook at
deterrence in another way, ny nightmare i s nucl ear weapons
in the hands of terrorists, nonstate actors, and the problem
Is that this whole theory of deterrence that we have been
tal ki ng about does not work with a group of 30 people who
woul d just as soon give their lives up for sone abstract

cause.
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Nunber one, talk to ne about how do we keep that from
happeni ng, either indigenous devel opnent of these weapons by
a terrorist group or, nore |ikely, purchased froma rogue
state like North Korea.

Ms. Rosenblum  Thank you, Senator, for the question.

It is sonmething, | believe appropriately, we do need to be
concerned about, and is part of the reason that there needs
to be enphasis put on securing nuclear materials, civilian
nucl ear materials, throughout the world, particularly as we
see the use of nuclear energy as part of the approach to the
climate-related issue. And if | may, Senator, one other
point. | worry very much al so about bi ol ogi cal weapons,
particularly as --

Senator King: | should have nentioned that. | put
that in alnost the sanme category as nuclear, as we have just
| ear ned.

Ms. Rosenblum Yes. Thank you. And particularly with
synthetic biology, which is becom ng nore and nore
ubiquitous. It is allowing a nmuch broader range of actors
to have those tools, in nmuch shorter tine frane. And that
is sonething that, if I amconfirned, | will take a very
cl ose | ook at the Departnent of Defense.

Senator King: | hope you will also | ook at where we
are vulnerable in terns of biological weapons. One of ny

concerns is about our water systens. There are sonething
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| i ke 60,000 separate water systenms in this country, and the
guestion is how secure are they. And water systens not only
give us drinking water and water we use in our hones but

t hey cool power plants and enable a | ot of other of our
activities. So it is not only a question of the risk but
what the downstream-- that is a bad pun, | guess, talKking
about water, but what the downstreameffects are.

There is sonething called the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Program |s that sonething you hope to
i nvi gorate, and how nmuch engagenent do we have from our
allies, and indeed other countries around the world, that
recogni ze this weapons of nass destruction threat?

Ms. Rosenblum Thank you, Senator. The Cooperative
Threat Program has been very successful over the past 30
years, and | believe it is very inportant that the U S.
continue to work with allies to close capacity gaps in the
fight agai nst countering weapons of mass destruction. [|If |
amconfirnmed, | really ook forward to digging into a |ot
nore of the detail with respect to how the programis
currently operating. And again, if confirmed, | would
wel cone an opportunity to cone back to talk with you and
ot her menbers of the commttee on how we are doing with the
CTR program

Senator King: | hope we can do that, because that is

the | egacy of Sam Nunn, as a matter of fact, Nunn-Lugar from
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years ago, and it is an inportant one.

Waile | look forward to continuing to work with you, |
consi der the work that you will be doing, assum ng you are
confirmed, as anong the nost inportant jobs in our
governnent, so thank you for your wllingness. Thanks to
all of you for your willingness to take on these new
chal | enges.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King. Let nme now
recogni ze, via Webex, Senator Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Well, thank you, Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe, for holding this hearing, and | would like to
t hank the nom nees for testifying, and Ms. Hruby, for
nmeeting with ne recently.

I want to talk a little bit about sone things
happeni ng, of course, in Nevada. | ama little worried
about expl osive nuclear testing and its possible resunption,
because | ast year news reports indicated that the previous
adm ni stration was consi dering resum ng expl osi ve nucl ear
testing. The Nevada Test Site, now known as the Nevada
National Security Site, or NNSS, is the only facility in the
nati on equi pped to acconmodat e subcritical nuclear
experinments. These help to advance our national security
and maintain the integrity of our nuclear stockpile.

A resunption in explosive testing would not only
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conproni se the health and safety of Nevadans and harmthe
surroundi ng environnent, but it would al so underm ne future
stockpil e stewardship efforts.

So, Ms. Hruby, is your professional opinion that there
Is not a current or foreseeable need for the United States
to resune explosive nuclear testing, and if confirnmed, how
do you plan to inprove the Stockpile Stewardship Progranis
scientific capabilities so that we never have to resune
expl osi ve nucl ear weapons testing?

Ms. Hruby: Well, thank you, Senator Rosen, and |
appreci ated our conversation earlier about this as well.

Maki ng sure we have a safe, secure, and reliable
stockpile wi thout nuclear testing is the foundation of the
NNSA. And | do not believe we need to test at this tine.
There is no technical indication of any reason to test.

If confirmed, | will make sure that the Stockpile
St ewar dshi p Program continues to advance our |aboratory
testing, our subcritical testing, as we are doi ng now,
advanci ng our diagnostics at the Nevada Test Site for
subcritical testing, to make sure that nucl ear expl osive
testing is not needed to understand our stockpile.

In addition, as we tal ked about earlier, even our
I nfrastructure prograns, and, in particular our pit
production programat the NNSA is al so a hedge agai nst

future testing, and if confirnmed, | will strongly support
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mai ntai ning a stockpile wi thout testing.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | want to keep a little bit
on the Test Site, because when | was |ast there | saw the
ongoi ng construction of the Ula facility for our enhanced
capabilities for those subcritical experinments that we are
tal ki ng about, or the ECSE. And | amexcited that the NNSS
w Il host the nost capabl e weapons radi ographic systemin
t he worl d.

And so, Ms. Hruby again, if confirnmed, will you ensure
that rapid conpletion of ongoing upgrades to the Ula conpl ex
in order to enhance the stewardship of our nuclear
stockpile, and m ght you suggest any additional inprovenents
that we need to do at the Test Site that would be prudent to
ensure our stockpile safety, and that you can fulfill the
m ssion that we need to there?

Ms. Hruby: Yes, Senator, the ECSE programis an
i nportant programon the Stockpile Stewardship Program and
I f confirnmed, | will certainly try to keep that program
noving forward. And | agree, we need to continue to | ook
for all the capabilities that could be enployed to make sure

we have a full science-based understandi ng of our nucl ear

weapons.
Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | want to nbve on now to
plutoniumrenoval. In 2018, of course the Departnent of

Energy secretly shift a half netric ton of weapons-grade
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pl utonium from South Carolina to the Nevada Nati onal
Security Site. As part of an effort to restore trust with

t he peopl e of Nevada, NNSA commtted to begin the renoval of
South Carolina material from Nevada no |ater than 2021, and
conpl ete renoval by 2026.

So, Ms. Hruby and M. Rose, can you both commt, if
confirnmed, to continue to provide the Nevada del egati on and
our staff with updates on the renoval of plutoniumfrom
Nevada? | can begin with Ms. Huby and then go on to M.
Rose, pl ease.

Ms. Hruby: Yes, Senator Rosen.

M . Rose: Yes, Senator Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | appreciate that. | |ook
forward to, if confirnmed, working with both of you on making
sure that Nevada National Security Site can conplete this
m ssion in the safest way for our Nevadans and for our
country and for our honeland security and safety. Thank
you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen. | want to
thank the wtnesses for their testinony and for their
commitnent to public service, both in the past and obvi ously
in the future as they are noving towards their confirmation,
| hope.

Wth that | would adjourn the hearing. Thank you very

nmuch.
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1 [ Wher eupon, at 11:15 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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