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HEARI NG TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
BUDGET POSTURE | N REVI EW OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON

REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2022

Thur sday, June 10, 2021

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [presiding],
Shaheen, Gl librand, Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, King,
Warren, Peters, Manchin, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, Inhofe,

W cker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Tillis, Sullivan,

Cramer, Scott, Bl ackburn, Haw ey, and Tuberville.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
RHODE | SLAND
Chairman Reed: | would like to call this hearing to
order. The conmittee neets today to receive testinony on
the President's Defense Budget Request for Fiscal year 2022.
Wtnesses this norning are Secretary Lloyd Austin,
Secretary of Defense; M. Mchael MCord, Under Secretary of

Defense (Conptroller); and General Mark M1l ey, Chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff. | welcone each of you and thank
you for your service and willingness to appear before us
t oday.

Two weeks ago, President Biden released his Defense
Budget Request for Fiscal Year 2022, with a top line of $715
billion. The request focuses on several key areas:
defeating COVID 19, prioritizing China as the pacing
chal | enge, addressi ng advanced and persistent threats,

I nnovati ng and noderni zi ng DoD, and tackling the climte
crisis.

The President's Defense Budget Request is a starting
poi nt for Congress, and nust always be viewed in the broader
context of the national security and fiscal challenges we
face. It is inportant that we ensure we have the right
strategies and resources to keep the Anmerican peopl e safe
now and in the future, wth a keen eye toward evol vi ng

threats around the gl obe.
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| am pleased to see that this budget request places a
priority on taking care of the nen and wonen who serve in
uniformand the civilians who serve al ongside themin the
Departnent, by including an across-the-board pay raise for
mlitary and civilian personnel of 2.7 percent. Wile this
pay raise is required by law for mlitary personnel, too
often DoD civilians have been overl ooked. This increase in
civilian pay sends an inportant nessage to the workforce and
begins to reverse years of pay freezes and benefit cuts.

Not abl y, the budget request includes $112 billion in
research, devel opnent, test, and eval uation funds, the
| ar gest ever requested in this area. This includes
signi ficant funding for nodernization areas such as
m croel ectronics, artificial intelligence, hypersonic
mssiles, and 5G Building our strength in these areas w ||
be critical to the nodernization of our national security.

But as the recent Sol arWnds, M crosoft Exchange, and
Col oni al Pipeline server breaches painfully illustrated, our
traditional "perineter-based" cyber defenses are sinply
I nadequate to deal with sophisticated adversaries that are
clearly advantaged in the cyber domain. | hope our
W tnesses will expand on what activities DoDis taking to
accel erate and expand our cybersecurity and what resources
are needed to acconplish them

Wth regard to the President's transition strategy in

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Af ghani stan, the budget request includes $3.3 billion for
t he Afghan Security Forces Fund. This wll ensure our
conti nued support for the sustainnent, infrastructure,
equi pnent, and training requirenents for Afghan security
personnel. | ask that our wi tnesses update the comrittee on
this transition.
Last year, this commttee led the way in establishing
the Pacific Deterrence Initiative, or PDI, to serve as a
means for inproving the capabilities, design, and posture of
our joint forces in the Indo-Pacific region. The PDI was
i ntended to strengthen the presence and resiliency of our
arnmed forces; inprove |logistics and mai nt enance
capabilities; support exercises, training, experinentation,
and innovation for the joint force; and build the defense
and security capabilities and cooperation of allies and
partners. | am concerned that the Departnent's budget
request takes a heavily platformcentric approach to PD,
and | look forward to working collaboratively with the
Departnent of Defense | eadership to nore appropriately align
resources in the DoD budget with our intent for PDI.
Simlarly, the budget request proposes an $800 nillion
reduction to the European Deterrence Initiative, the ED .
The Initiative, which was al so established by this
commttee, has seen budget decreases for the past 3 years.

The Departnent has suggested that this is part of

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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"transitioning to a steady state" in the European Conmmand
ACR | would ask that our w tnesses further explain the
reasoni ng behi nd the reduced EDI budget, and specifically,
whet her you believe this level of investnent in

i nfrastructure, force posture, and capabilities is
sufficient to deter Russian aggression.

Wth regard to our nuclear strategy, | understand that
t he budget request before us supports inportant steps toward
nucl ear noderni zation. Qur allies and partners depend on
the U.S. nuclear unbrella, and nodernization of our
strategic forces is needed to reassure them of our
dependability. One thing | think everyone woul d agree on,
and often gets lost in the discussion, is the fact that arns
control and the nodernization of our nuclear forces are
i nherently linked together. Even as we nodernize, we should
seek ways to pronote strategic stability, |ike the extension
of the New START agreenent and followon talks to cover new
strategi c weapons and further nuclear stockpiles.

Lastly, | would note that fiscal year 2022 is the first
year in 10 years that we will not be constrained by the
Budget Control Act. Elimnating arbitrary spendi ng caps
nmeans that every departnent's budget can, and shoul d, be
argued on its nerits. Taxpayers should not have to pay for
prograns or systens that are wasteful or ineffective, and

Congress nmust not shirk its responsibilities to get rid of
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outdated systens in favor of nore advanced, effective, new
technol ogi es and capabilities. Belt-tightening in any
departnent, particularly defense, is always a chall enge, but
it is also an opportunity to evaluate what is necessary and
what drives innovation. The Departnent has taken the first
difficult step in proposing $2.8 billion wrth of

di vestnents and retirenents of platforns, and I will work
with ny coll eagues to eval uate these proposal s and nake hard
but necessary choi ces.

Finally, as we progress through this |egislative year,
the commttee will tackle many inportant policy issues, none
bi gger than how we prevent and prosecute sexual assault and
harassnment in the ranks. Change is comng to the Depart nent
and the mlitary services. More than anything, cultural
change within the force is critical to reducing the nunber
of sexual assaults and rel ated offenses. The President
directed a review earlier this year, and | know the Dept has
been hard at work. | look forward to receiving the
adm ni stration's recomendations to incorporate into the
comrittee's inmportant work on this issue.

Again, | thank the witnesses for their participation
today, and | |ook forward to their testinonies.

Now | et nme now recogni ze the ranking nenber, Senator

| nhof e.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U.S. SENATOR FROM
OKLAHOVA

Senator I nhofe: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman. |
would like to thank all three of our w tnesses for
dedicating their lives to securing our nation. Secretary
Austin told us, along with nearly every w tness who has cone
before this commttee, China is our pacing threat. It is a
gl obal, long-termconpetition, and it is across every arena
of the national power, but the mlitary bal ance of power
concerns nme nost.

In 2018, the National Defense Strategy gave us a
bl ueprint for pushing back on China. The bipartisan NDS
Commi ssion said that 3 to 5 percent real growh was needed
to inplenment that strategy. It does not |ook |ike we are
going to get that. Since then, the threats have gotten
worse. The admi nistration gave us a budget that cuts
spendi ng when we need real growh. They want the mlitary
to do nore on clinmate change and pandem c response, nore
m ssion, but wth fewer resources.

We have been asking our mlitary to do too nuch with
too little for too long. President Biden's budget cuts
woul d make it even harder. It barely treads water while we
face all these threats. These budget cuts shift aircraft,
muni ti ons, and nore. W have nearly $25 billion of unfunded

priorities. These are not wish lists. These are risk
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lists. The budget cuts aircraft procurenment by 20 percent,
backslides on Arny readi ness, and starves Navy shi pbui |l di ng.
Thi s budget forces our mlitary | eaders to choose between
being ready for today's fight or the fight of the future.

The Chinese mlitary | eaders, they are not making that
choice. On Tuesday, | read in the press about the nmeno by
Acting Secretary of the Navy on next year's budget. He says
t he Navy nust choose between noderni zi ng shi ps, subs, and
aircraft. Does anyone think the Chinese have to nake that
deci si on?

The Chi nese defense budget has grown by 450 percent
since 2001. They added $200 billion in the | ast decade,
while we cut $400 billion. So we are behind in some of the
areas and we are falling behind in sone of the other areas,
and as a result | amworried deterrence will fail. Maybe
today or 5 years or 10 years. And when it does, the cost
wi |l be rmuch higher than any investnent we coul d be making
today to prevent that. And we are not naking hard choi ces.
We are naki ng bad choices and short-sighted choices.

The adm nistration tells us that the Pentagon budget is
cut because of fiscal realities, but they are spending
trillions of taxpayer dollars on everything el se under the
sun. W all agree, and even the adm nistration agrees, that
a strong mlitary inproves all other tools of national

power. | just cannot understand this short-sighted
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under fundi ng of our troops. W nmake a sacred conpact with
our servicenenbers. W tell themwe will take care of them
and their famlies, and we do that very well. W also tel
themthat we will give themthe tools that are necessary to
defend the nation and cone hone safely, but we are not
hol di ng up our end of the bargain with this proposed budget.
W are failing to give themthe resources they need to
I npl enment that strategy, and, M. Chairman, we need to do
better.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, Senator

| nhofe. Secretary Austin, please.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HONORABLE LLOYD J. AUSTIN 111, SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE

Secretary Austin: Thank you, Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe, and distingui shed nenbers of the commttee,

t hank you for the opportunity to testify today about the
Presi dent's budget request for fiscal year 2022.

| am pl eased to appear before you al ongsi de Gener al
M Il ey, whose advice and counsel has been crucial to us as
we devel oped our budget, and as we continue to defend this
nation, which is our chief responsibility and ny top
priority. | amalso glad to be joined by our Conptroller
and our CFO, M. M ke MCord.

Let nme say at the outset that | believe that our budget
requests wll help us match resources to strategy, strategy
to policy, and policy to the will of the American people.
Informed by the President's Interim National Security
Qui dance and ny own nessage to the force, it funds the right
m x of capabilities that we need nost to defend this nation,
now and in the future. It invests in hypersonic weapons,
artificial intelligence, mcroelectronics, 5G technol ogy,

space- based systens, shipbuilding, and nucl ear

noder ni zation, to nane a few. In fact, this budget asks you
to approve nearly $28 billion to nodernize our nucl ear
triad, and $112 billion for research, devel opnent, test, and

evaluation, the largest R&D request ever put forth by this

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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Depart nent .

Qur request also gives us the flexibility to divest
oursel ves of systens and platformthat no | onger adequately
meet our needs, including older ships, aircraft, and ISR
pl atforns that demand nore mai nt enance, upkeep, and risk
t han we can afford.

As you know, we have comm ssioned a d obal Posture
Revi ew and a new National Defense Strategy which wll
further informand gui de our resource decisions.

The Departnent nust be ready to neet and keep pace with
our conpetitors, and if necessary, to fight and win the next
war, and not the last one. And that is why this budget
stays true to our focus on matching the pacing challenge
that we clearly see fromthe People's Republic of China, to
include nore than $5 billion for the Pacific Defense
Initiative. And | would just add that our China task force
has al so conpleted its work, and yesterday | issued an
internal directive kicking off several Departnent-w de
efforts that wll, anong other things, help bolster our
deterrence agai nst the PRC and revitalize our network of
regional allies and partners and accel erate the devel opnent
of cutting-edge capabilities and new operational concepts.

However, we recognize that China is not our only
chal l enge. Qur budget al so includes $617 mllion to counter

t he damagi ng effects of clinmate change and additional funds

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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to prepare for future challenges |ike another pandemc. It
al so hel ps us counter the belligerence that we face from
Russia, especially in the cyber realm And you will see
nore than $10 billion here devoted to cybersecurity,
cyberspace operations, and cyber research and devel opnent.

Wth this enphasis on space, mssile defense, and nore
sophi sticated sensors, our budget wll also help us counter
the increasing ballistic mssile capabilities of nations
| i ke North Korea and Iran. It funds a troop presence and
counterterrorismcapabilities in the Mddl e East and South
Asia to neet the threats posed not only by Iran but al so by
terrorist networks like ISIS and al Qaeda, and in Africa
| i ke those posed by Al -Shabaab.

| amalso confident that this budget will help us
mai ntain the integrated deterrent capability and gl obal
posture necessary to back up the hard work of our diplomts
and denonstrate our resolve in | eadership all over the
wor |l d, alongside our allies and partners.

| know t hat Afghani stan remains at the top of all of
our mnds, and today | can report that the retrograde
remai ns on pace. W have acconplished the m ssion for which
our troops were sent to Afghanistan 20 years ago, and | am
very proud of the nen and wonen who made it possible and of
t hose who gave their lives for this mssion. | amalso

deeply grateful to the famlies of our servicenenbers who

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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have endured as nuch, as they sent their sons and daughters
and husbands and wives into battle.

And so we will nowtransition to a new bil ateral
rel ati onship with our Afghan partners, one that continues to
hel p them neet their responsibilities to their citizens, but
one that will not require a U S. footprint |arger than what
IS necessary to protect our diplomats. And that is one
reason why we are asking to nove overseas contingency
operations funding inside the budget. This will give us and
you greater transparency, accountability, and predictability
in the budgeting process. This is the right thing to do,
and frankly, it is overdue.

Now t aki ng care of our people is also the right thing
to do. Qur budget request increases funding to support in-
honme care and support, which has becone increasingly
i nportant during the pandemic. W w il also be seeking
funds to inprove mlitary base pay, retention bonuses, and
other incentives that will help us attract and retain the
best talent, and we will be working hard to conbat
chal | enges that nmke service in the ranks nore difficult for
the nen and wonen of the Departnent, fromgetting a better
handl e on the extent to which we experience extrem st
behavi or to conbati ng sexual assault and harassnent.

As you know, ny first directive as Secretary of

Def ense, issued on ny first full day in the office, was to

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Service | eadershi p about sexual assault. | nmde it clear
then, and | still believe that we nust not be afraid to try
new approaches and to change our mnds so that we can truly
and fully address the scourge of sexual assault in our
force. And clearly what we have been doi ng has not been
wor ki ng, and one assault is too many. The nunbers of sexual
assaults are still too high, and the confidence in our
systemis still too | ow.

The | ndependent Revi ew Conm ssion that we established
has provided ne with an initial set of recommendati ons,
starting around the issue of accountability, and this line
of effort is focused on how these crines are investigated
and prosecuted. | shared these recomendati ons with General
MIlley and the civilian mlitary | eaders of the Service
branches, and | amcarefully review ng the feedback that
t hey provided ne.

There will be additional recomendati ons comng to us
fromthe IRC on prevention, culture, and victim support, and
| look forward to receiving themas well, and making nmy ful
recomendation to the President later this nmonth. As | have
said before, what we are doing is not working, and we need
tofix it. And | want to be sure that whatever changes to
the UCM) that | recommend to the President, and ultimtely
to this commttee, that they are scoped to the probl emthat

we are trying to solve and have a clear way forward on

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

15

i npl enentation and ultinmately restore the confidence of the
force and the system You have ny conmtnent to that and ny
comm tnent to working expeditiously as you consi der

| egi sl ati ve proposals. So whatever changes we neke, |
believe we need to focus on effective inplenentation and
resourcing, and I know | wll need your help.

Chai rman Reed, nenbers of this commttee, we field the
greatest mlitary in human history, nmade up of the finest
men and wonen who have ever donned the cloth of their
nation. W also enjoy a civilian workforce deeply commtted
to every mssion that they take on. And for all the things
that we know we need to do better, no adversary can match
the quality of our people. | amimensely proud of them and
hunbl ed to be of service to them and privileged to be able
to serve again with themand their famlies. | know the
val ues they espouse and the oath that they took, | know what
they are capable of, and | believe I have a very good sense
of what they need to do their jobs. And | can assure you
that President's budget request for fiscal year 2022
fulfills that obligation.

And | ook forward to answering your questions, and
thank you for the steadfast support that you continue to
provide to the Departnent of Defense, and for all the
efforts that you make very day to ensure that we remain

ready to defend this nation. Thank you, sir.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Secretary.
Before | recogni ze General MIley, since a quorumis present
| would ask the commttee to consider seven nom nations, the
nom nati ons of the Honorable Frank Kendall 111 to be
Secretary of the Air Force; the Honorable Heidi Shyu to be
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engi neering; M.
Susanna V. Blunme to be the Director of Cost Assessnent and
Program Eval uati on, Departnent of Defense; Ms. Jill M Hruby
to be Under Secretary of Energy for Nuclear Security and
Admi ni strator, National Nuclear Security Adm nistration;, M.
Frank A. Rose to be Principal Deputy Adm nistrator, National
Nucl ear Security Adm nistration; M. Deborah G Rosenblumto
be Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chem cal, and
Bi ol ogi cal Defense Prograns; and M. Christopher P. Maier to
be Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special QOperations and
Low I ntensity Conflict.

Is there a notion to favorably report these seven
nom nations to the Senate?

Senator Inhofe: So noved.

Chairman Reed: |Is there a second?

Senat or Kai ne: Second.

Chairman Reed: Al in favor?

[ Chorus of ayes.]

Chairman Reed: The notion carries. Thank you very

nmuch.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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MII ey,

your comments, please.

www.trustpoint.one
www.al dersonreporting.com

18

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

19

STATEMENT OF GENERAL MARK A. M LLEY, USA, CHAI RVAN OF
THE JO NT CH EFS OF STAFF

Ceneral MI1ley: Chairman Reed, Ranki ng Menber | nhofe,
di sti ngui shed nmenbers of the commttee, thank you for the
opportunity to testify before you today, and it remains ny
di stinct honor and privilege to represent the soldiers,
sailors, airnmen, marines, and guardians of the United States
Joint Force, the nost capable mlitary in the world. CQur
troops are the best |ed, best equipped, and best trained
force anywhere. And | want to personally thank Secretary
Austin for his steady | eadership and w se gui dance.

Your Joint Force is standing watch, protecting Anerican
interests in all domains around the gl obe. Al ongside our
allies and partners, Anmerican troops are currently training
or conducting conbat operations or other operations in 165
countries, to keep Anerica safe. W are conducting maj or
exerci ses as we speak in Europe; we are nonitoring the DVZ
i n Korea; we are conducting freedom of navigation operations
in the strategi c waterways of the gl obal commobns; we are
sustai ning operations in space, in cyberspace; we are
supporting our allies and partners in Africa, Asia, and
Europe; and we are patrolling the skies of the Mddl e East,
and as we speak our Joint Force is conducting a safe,
responsi bl e, and deliberate strategic retrograde from

Af ghani stan in good order, while ensuring continued support
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to the Afghan National Security Forces.

The purpose of the United States mlitary is sinple.

It is to protect and defend the Constitution of the United
States of Anerica against all enem es, foreign and donestic,
and with that cones two key tasks. Task one is to fight and
win Anerica's wars, if necessary, and key task two is to
prepare to fight and wn Anerica's wars.

The United States mlitary is a critical conponent of
nati onal power, which in concert with our diplomatic
efforts, econom c engi ne, and overring hope of the Anerican
nessage that will deter adversaries and preserve the peace.
W are prepared to fight, however, and fight and wn, if
t hose who seek to attack the United States and our allies
and partners are undeterred. But force nust always be a
| ast resort when ot her neans of achieving our ends have been
exhaust ed.

W are in an era of increased strategic conpetition.
The current strategic |andscape is wtnessing rapid change,
and the potential for increased threat to the peace and
stability of various regions, and indeed, for the world.
States and non-state actors are rapidly transformng
technol ogically, and we are bearing wtness to a fundanent al
change in the character of war. |In particular, China is
increasing its mlitary capability at a very serious and

sustai ned rate, and we nust ensure that we retain our
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conpetitive and technol ogi cal edge against this pacing
threat, as Secretary Austin has directed.

Readi ness, noderni zation, and conbat power are key to
deter war and maintain the peace, and equally inportant are
the conmbat multipliers of teamwrk, cohesion, and well-Ied
units. We nust resolve the issue of sexual assault and
confront the issue of extremsm Both are corrosive to the
very essence of what it neans to be in the mlitary, and
t hey destroy cohesion, they destroy teamwrk, and they
reduce conbat power.

Additionally, we nust continue to invest in |eader
devel opnent and tal ent nanagenent required for the future
operating environnent. And finally, we nust continue to
nurture and sustain a key strategic source of our strength,
which is our network of many close allies and partners
around the worl d.

The Joint Force appreciates the work that our elected
representatives do to ensure that we have the resources
needed to train, equip, and man the force in order to be
ready. The days of the Budget Control Act, as noted, are
over, and repeated, continuing resolutions which eroded
readi ness are hopefully behind us for good.

The Joint Force will deliver nodernization with this
budget of our arned forces and security to the people of the

United States at the fiscal year 2022 budget request of $715
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billion. Wile it is a nodest increase fromthe enacted
fiscal year 2021 budget, it is a significant comm t nent of
treasure that the American people have entrusted to us, and
we will work diligently to ensure it is spent prudently and
in the best interest of the nation.

The fiscal year 2022 presidential budget is a result of
very hard choices, in a year in which the nation has
suffered econonmi ¢ hardship due to COVID- 19 pandemc. In
alignment with the InterimNational Security Strategic
Qui dance, this budget delivers a ready, agile, and capable
Joint Force that will conpete, deter, and win, across all
domai ns, and which is postured for continue dom nance in the
future.

Thi s budget prioritizes nucl ear nodernization, |ong-
range fires, hypersonic technology, artificial intelligence,
shi pbui I di ng, m croel ectronics, space, cyber, and 5G  These
I nvestnments, in concert with our recently devel oped joi nt
war fighting concept will pave the way for a Joint Force of
the future. The PB 2022 budget request increases the
readi ness of the force by devel oping the Joint Force of the
future, ensuring our people are our nunber one priority, and
positioning us to achieve through teamworKk.

Many enemes, historically, have grossly underesti nated
the United States and our people. They have underesti mated

our national resolve. They have underesti nated our
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capability, our skill, and our conbat power, and each, in
the past, has nmade a fatal choice, which ended in their
enrollment in the dustbin of history. The sane will be true
of any eneny that makes that m stake today or tonorrow. W
are ready now and will remain so in the future, and we are
al so facing tough strategic choices, and we are being
I ncreasingly challenged with very capabl e, potenti al
adversaries clearly acting in opposition to our interests.
Consi stent, predictable budgets, infornmed by the wll
of the people, are critical to our nation's defense, and the
passage of this budget in atinmely way is inportant. The
fiscal year 2022 presidential budget strikes an appropriate
bal ance between preserving present readi ness and future
noderni zation. It is a down paynent on investnents for the
future, with a bias toward the future operating environnent.
It is now that we nust set ourselves on a path to
noderni ze the Joint Force, and this budget contributes to
doing that. Qur job, as your Joint Force, our contract with
the Anerican people, is that we, the United States mlitary,
will be able to fight and win when called upon. W wll
support and defend this Constitution always and forever, and
| ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General MIlley follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Mlley. |
understand M. MCord does not have a statenent. |[|s that
correct? Thank you, M. MCord.

Secretary Austin, we are in the process of w thdraw ng
our conbat forces, save for enbassy protection personnel.

It is going rapidly. The projections, | think |I have read,
are perhaps July we could have all forces out. | think

al so, too, the Taliban are aware that if they would encroach
upon our forces that would not only delay our departure but
re-engage us in active operations.

So the questions, | think, now are after the departure
of our forces, do you believe you have the appropriate
authorities and funding to continue to support the Afghan
National Security Forces and to conduct counterterrorism
operations after the transition?

Secretary Austin: Thank you, Chairman. As you know,
what we have said is that we intend to naintain a good and
productive relationship wth the Afghans post our
retrograde, and that entails making sure that, with your
support, we can continue to provide funding for their
mlitary and support for the governnment as well. And I
think that support is critical in ensuring that the
governnent retains the ability to function and that their
mlitary remains intact. And so, again, we will need your

support to be able to do that.
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In terns of authorities, | do think that we have the
authorities that we need to be able to focus on a discrete
set of threats, and that threat is those threats that could
conduct operations against the United States of Anmerica that
woul d emanate fromthat space in Afghanistan. So our CT
threat is focused on al Qaeda, and we are confident that we
w Il have the authorities to continue operations.

Chai rman Reed: Are you also confident that given the
signi ficant drawdown of personnel that you will be able to
effectively distribute the resources to the Afghan Nationa
Arny and ot her security institutions?

Secretary Austin: As you know, Senator, our planis to
keep our enbassy there, and hopefully as we continue to work
wi th the Afghan governnment we will establish those
capabilities and procedures necessary to be able to
effectively distribute funds and track the novenent of those
funds and capabilities.

Chai rman Reed: Well, at any point in your review, as
the situation devel ops and you feel you need additiona
authorities, please do not hesitate to contact the
comrittee. And | think both nyself and the ranking nenber
woul d be very eager to provide those authorities.

You nentioned in your opening statenents the scourge of
sexual assault in the mlitary and the ongoing efforts to

reformthe UCMI. The last tine we did a ngjor mlitary
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reform in 2017, the Defense Bill required a 2-year

| npl enentation tinme franme, and every bit of which was used.
Critical to this process is the fact that the President nust
republish the Manual for Courts Martial and ensure that
ongoi ng i nvestigati ons and prosecutions are not jeopardi zed
by rushed i npl enent ati on.

When you forward the adm nistration's recommendati on,
wi Il you include your assessnents of the tine, resources,
and the qualified personnel necessary to effectively
I npl enent t hose changes?

Secretary Austin: W wll, Chairman, and to your
poi nt, any proposed change to the UCM] is a very serious
i ssue. We will need adequate tine to inplenent the change
in a very responsible way, and we will al so need resources
to make sure that we can effectively inplenent it. And we
will need flexibility to ensure that if there is sonething
that needs to be adjusted we can adjust.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Secretary.
Thank you, General MIlley and M. MCord. Senator |nhofe?

Senator | nhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. Because of
the interest we have here | just have two brief questions.
One, General MIley, in 2018, you testified that it is hard
to conpare the U S. and Chi nese defense budgets because
China's budget is very different, and for a better

conpari son we need to nmake sone adjustnents, and we have
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done that, little things |like the cost of |abor and all of
that. But making those adjustnents is not easy, and that is
why we required, in last year's Defense Authorization Bill,
that the Pentagon do a study to try to nmake this conpari son.

Chi na and Russi a conbi ned probably spend nore than we
do. | made that point in an op-ed piece |last May. But |
woul d ask you, General MIIley, the Chinese and Russi an
econonm es in defense spending are uni que, and given this, do
you think that their relative conbined effort is simlar to
ours, and do you think that they understate the spendi ng
that they are doi ng?

General MIley: Senator, both of our anal yses, DoD s
analysis and the intelligence comunity's anal ysis of
budgets for both Russia and China are classified. At an
unclassified level | would tell you that, conbined, the
Russi an and Chi nese budgets exceed our budgets, if all the
cards are put on the table. Both governnents do not put all
their cards on the table when it cones to their budget. It
is a very difficult thing to discern, that which is being
spent on their defense versus other priorities.

Wth respect to China, they have put significant |evels
of effort, of their econony, and, of course, their econony
Is second only to ours, significant |evels of resources into
buil ding the Chinese mlitary. And the Chinese mlitary, as

we have noted many tinmes before, is on a significant
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i ncreasing rise in capability over the |last 20 or 30 years,
and they continue to invest heavily in that.

Senator Inhofe: That is right. And Secretary Austin,
during your confirmation hearing in January you said, and
this is a quote, you said, "I see China, in particular, as a

paci ng chal |l enge for our Departnent,"” and that you need our
help to deter China. | amworried that if we underfund the
mlitary, our mlitary, we wll underm ne our alliances and
weaken deterrence.

And in your opinion -- well, me just state this. W
have felt for sone tine, and have said that when we
countries, and it happened that Senator Rounds and | went to
six different countries |ast week, and one of those was
Romania. And they rem nded us that we tal ked to them about
2 percent, they should get 2 percent for defense spending,
and they did that, and they told us that they did that. And
yet they are | ooking at us actually reduci ng our funding,
and | would just |like to have you coment on what kind of
effect that m ght have to other countries too.

Secretary Austin: Well, thank you, Senator. | would
say that when you | ook at our overall contributions to NATQ
we contribute a substantial anmount to the NATO effort, and
we Wil continue to do so going forward. | think the budget
gives us the right mx of capabilities and the flexibility

to be very effective in our efforts to deter China going
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forward, and Russia, or anyone el se who would want to take
us on.

So | amconfident that this budget will allow us to
mat ch our resources to our strategy and our strategy to our
policy.

Senator Inhofe: M concern has been that our
I nsistence in the previous adm nistration, which | agreed
with, that we reach the 2 percent in these other countries,
and they see that it appears that our expectations are nuch
|l ess in this admnistration.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator |nhofe.
Before | recogni ze Senator Shaheen, we have a roomreserved
for a closed session after this open session. So any
guestions that the panel feels would be best addressed in a
cl osed session, we will retire there. |If there are no such
guestions then we wll conclude with the open session.

Senat or Shaheen, pl ease.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank
you to all three of you for your service to the country and
for being here this norning.

Secretary Austin, there is an interesting article in
The New York Tines today that suggests that our plan in
Af ghani stan is to not just provide for sone sort of over-

t he-hori zon troops to address counterterrorismbut that we
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m ght al so be | ooking at ways that we can provide air
support to the Afghan forces if they are in danger, or if we
are in danger of |osing Kabul or another major city in the
country. And it also quotes Afghan officials as saying that
t hey have been told by their Anerican counterparts that the
U.S. would stop any takeover of a major city. Cbviously,
who knows what the source of that is.

But can you tell nme if we are, in fact -- first of all,
where we are in our plans to devel op an over-the-horizon CT
force, and if we are, in fact, contenplating any ot her
actions in support of the Afghan troops should the Taliban
be i n danger of taking over Kabul ?

Secretary Austin: Thank you, Senator. As you know, we
continue to provide support to the Afghan Security Forces as
we retrograde. Once we have conpl eted our retrograde that
will be very difficult to do, because our capabilities wl|
have di m ni shed in country.

| really will not specul ate about any potenti al
outcones or any potential future actions. | wll just say
that the President has been clear that our mssion in
Af ghani stan has been acconplished and we are focused on
retrogradi ng our people and equi pnent out. And again, going
forward, in terns of our CT efforts, those CT efforts wll
be focused on those el enents that can possi bly conduct

attacks agai nst our honel and.
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And in ternms of our efforts to establish over-the-
hori zon capability, | would just point to the fact that as
we have retrograded a | ot of our capability out of country
we are doing a |lot of things over the horizon now. ISR is
being flowm from GCC, a |lot of our conbat aircraft m ssions
are being conducted fromplatforns in the Gulf. And so we
have the capability now to do that. Wat we are |ooking for
Is the ability to shorten the |egs going forward by
stationing sone capability in neighboring countries. That
is still a work in progress.

Senat or Shaheen: So do you have a tinetable for when
that plan m ght be conpl eted?

Secretary Austin: | do not have a tinetable. | wll
tell you that we will nove as quickly as we can, in
conjunction with State Departnent efforts.

Senat or Shaheen: |In talking with sone of the wonen
| eaders of Afghanistan in the | ast weeks, one of the things
t hat they have asked and said they thought was very
| mportant would be for high-level American officials -- the
President, certainly you as Secretary of Defense -- to speak
out against the Taliban's attacks agai nst wonen and girls in
the country and to nake it clear that that is a violation of
I nternational nornms of behavior and human rights.

| would urge you to do that, along with other nenbers

of the adm ni strati on. | think that is the | east we can do
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at this point is to make a point of the violation of norns
and human rights that the Taliban are conducting in
Af ghani stan, especially when it conmes to wonen and girls.

| want to go on to another issue in ny time that is
| eft, because one of the things you tal ked about in your
openi ng statenment was the inportance of taking care of our
people. And as we know, one of the challenges that we are
facing, not just anong DoD enpl oyees but intel agencies, at
State, has been attacks what has cone to be known as the
Havana Syndrone. The National Acadeny of Science report
that was rel eased in Decenber calls these directed energy
at t acks.

It is nmy understanding that DoD is the departnent that
Is taking the |l ead on treating individuals suffering from
these attacks. Can you tell us if that is the case, and if
you have the resources that you need to continue to do that,
and then what steps you are taking to protect DoD personnel
fromfuture attacks.

Secretary Austin: Well, the health and wel fare of our
people is of utnost inportance to ne, and we are working as
one elenment, a |larger whol e-of -governnent effort to really
try to determine the cause of these injuries, and al so we
are working as hard and as fast as we can to expand our
medi cal capabilities. And we have done that, expanded our

capabilities to treat TBI and ABI injuries. And so we wll
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have the ability to treat nore people going forward, but
again, we will remain sighted on this and we are working as
a part of a whol e-of -governnent effort.

Senat or Shaheen: And you factored that into your
budget request?

Secretary Austin: W did not ask for additional funds
for this specific, but we have sufficient funds to do what
I S necessary.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Let ne
recogni ze Senator W cker, please.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. M.
Secretary, thank you for being with us today. W had a
Seapower Subcomm ttee hearing just this week, and the Navy's
vice admral w tness before that subcommttee said this, and
| quote: "W have done many studies over the |last 5 years
that say we need a |l arger Navy. The Navy we can afford now
I's roughly 300 to 305 ships. So if we are going to pace the
adversary we need to have a bi gger Navy."

M. Secretary, did the vice admral m sspeak in saying
t hat ?

Secretary Austin: Wat | would say, Senator, and, you
know, | think certainly we have the nost capabl e and
dom nant navy in the world, and it will continue to be so

going forward. And when you tal k about naval power,
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certainly size matters, but what also matters is having the
right mx of capabilities in the force. And so our goal is
to make sure that we nmaintain a ready, capable, and
sustainable force in the future.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. D d the Navy vice admral
m sspeak in saying that we need a |arger Navy? He said that
two days ago in testinony before the Seapower Subcomm ttee.
Can you just answer that?

Secretary Austin: Wuat | wll say, Senator, is that
for some time we have had a goal of a 355-ship Navy, and |
think that goal is a good goal to shoot at. So | think that
I s probably what he is referencing.

Senat or Wcker: And this budget does not get us
anywhere near back on the path to do that. | also have
concerns about the Navy's plans for anphibi ous war ships.
Last year, Congress authorized, in the NDAA a multi-ship
procurenent bundle for three LPDs and one LHA. This would
result in a $700 million cost savings. And at that hearing
on Tuesday, Acting Secretary of the Navy for Research,

Devel opnent, and Acquisition testified that although the
Navy had reached a handshake agreenent to execute the bl ock
buy, the Departnent of Defense was unlikely to approve it.

Way does it nmake sense that knowi ng that we are going
to have to buy these anphi bi ous ships, why does it make

sense that the Departnent of Defense m ght oppose saving the
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t axpayers over $700 mllion by procuring the ships in a
bl ock buy?

Secretary Austin: As we said at the top, Senator, and
you well know, we are always faced wth nmaking tough
choices. And so as we | ooked at what we could do in this
budget, and what was best to do in this budget, we are
maki ng t hose choi ces.

Senator Wcker: Al right. Wll, let nme just say
this. This is an inadequate defense budget. And I sit
here, and while | very nmuch admre our Constitution and the
fact that we have one commander-in-chief, so the mlitary
menbers, no matter how many stars they have on their
shoul ders, under our Constitution they salute that
commander -i n-chi ef, and he appoints a Secretary of Defense
and he appoints Cabinet officials, and based on the best
advi ce that you and others give him the comrander-in-chi ef
makes the decision. And the OMB that he appoints apparently
has decided that we could do just fine in a world where
China is expanding in the Pacific, where Hamas is still
rai ni ng rockets down on Jerusalem where Russia is not
quitting at all, and where we have just heard that the
conbi ned budgets of Russia and China are greater than ours,
we have deci ded, based on what sone budget crunchers in QOVB,
and bean counters in OVB have deci ded that we ought to be

able to do, and that we can have nassive increases in
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domesti c spending, but a cut in purchasing power for the
nati onal defense budget.

Let ne just say to ny coll eagues, the Constitution of
the United States al so gives us the power of the purse, and
whil e we appreci ate the suggestion by OVB budget crunchers,
it is our obligation to defend this nation, and this
proposed budget does not do so, in the two respects that |
have nentioned, and in the respect that the ranking nmenber
mentioned earlier on, and it is incunbent on us to reverse
this and to get our troops and our nation the national
security budget that they need.

Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Wcker. Let ne
recogni ze Senator G | librand, please.

Senator Gl librand: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you to our witnesses for your service, your dedication, and
your integrity.

As you both know, | have been fighting agai nst sexual
assault in the mlitary for the last 8 years. |, along with
now 66 co-sponsors on the legislation fromthe U S. Senate,
are proposing that we draw a bright line at all serious
crimes, take themout of the chain of command. And that one
change, we believe, will create nore transparency, nore
accountability, a higher professionalization, and wll

create less bias within the system
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General MIley, | would like to ask you about your
t houghts on this proposal. It is nmy understanding that you
are now open to renoving sexual assault and related crines
fromthe chain of command. Can you please confirmthat to
the commttee today?

General MIley: Thank you, Senator, and thank you for
your | eadership on this issue. | have said publicly before,
and | wll say it here, | think that this issue has been out
there for quite a long tine, and we, in uniform generals
and nmenbers of the chain of command, et cetera, we have not
successfully noved the needle in resol ving sexual assault.
And in addition to that, | have sone evidence, sone studies,
sone anecdotal evidence, that junior nenbers of the chain of
command, or junior nenbers in the mlitary, primrily wonen,
have | ost faith and confidence in our chain of command to
resol ve sexual assault through the chain of conmand.

So | amvery open-m nded to sone significant and
fundanental change in the area of sexual assault and sexua
harassnent. Wat you nentioned was the bright line of all
the other -- all felonies, for exanple. | think that
requi res sone detailed study before we conpletely overhau
the entire UCMI. But the focused area of sexual assault and
sexual harassnent, conpletely open-m nded to sone very
significant change, and | think that is also true of nost of

the senior |eaders in uniform
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Senator G llibrand: Thank you very much, General. As
you and | discussed, in recent years we have seen sone very
chilling statistics about bias in the mlitary justice
syst em agai nst people of color. Black servicenenbers were
at last 1.29 tines, and as nuch as 2.16 tines nore likely to
have di sciplinary action taken against themin the average
year across all branches, from 2006 to 2015.

These disparities largely do not inprove, and in sone
cases got worse, in the nost recent years. As an exanple,

t he Decenber 2020 Air Force Inspector Ceneral's review found
t hat bl ack servicenenbers, quote, "voiced a consistent |ack
of confidence," end of quote, in Air Force discipline
processes. Three in 5 black servicenenbers said they would
not receive the sane benefit of the doubt as their white
peers if they got into trouble, and 1 in 3 said they
believed the mlitary justice systemis biased against them

The problem however, is even nore chilling when you
|l ook at mlitary capital cases. One 2012 death penalty
study found that 41 percent of defendants were peopl e of
color, but 67 percent of those that actually received the
death penalty were people of color.

So the reason why we wote our bill 8 years ago to draw
bright Iines against all serious felonies, all serious
crimes, anything that carried nore than a year of penalty,

was not just to professionalize the systens and renove bias
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agai nst survivors of sexual assault but also to renove

bi ases across the board and to professionalize the entire
mlitary justice system That is what all mlitary experts
in crimnal justice recomended, and it is what our allies
actually did over the last 40 years -- UK, Cermany, |srael,
Canada, Net herl ands, Australi a.

And so as a result, we mrrored that in our
| egi slation, and we carve out all uniquely mlitary crines.
So | would like to know, Ceneral MIlley, will you remain to
have an open mnd as you review these statistics and this
addi ti onal data before you nake your recommendation to the
comm ttee?

Ceneral Mlley: Totally, and | amvery sincere. |
have a conplete open mnd on this. As | said up front in ny
openi ng statenment, the United States mlitary has a singul ar
pur pose, to support and defend the Constitution, and we have
two tasks, to fight and win our nation's wars and to prepare
to fight and win our nation's wars. And unit cohesion is a
significant contributor -- in fact, it is probably the nost
| nportant contributor -- to conmbat power. And sexua
assaul t, sexual harassnent, any kind of deviance from any
sort of good order and discipline rips apart at that.

Central to the concept is also the commander's persona
responsi bility and accountability for the good order and

discipline of the unit, and they are personally responsible
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for the cohesion.

So | am absol utely open-m nded to suggestions to
| nprove the system because what we want to do is fix the
probl em and i nprove the conbat power of the U S mlitary.

Senator G llibrand: Secretary Austin, we have al so had
t he benefit of having a conversation about these details,
and I would like to ask you the sane question. WII you
remai n an open mnd as you | ook at new data about raci al
di sparities as well as the data you will receive fromthe
panel that you requested, advice on specifically sexua
assaults and related crines? And | ask that you remain an
open mnd as you |look at the full version of the details and
facts that the DoD has conpiled over many years and the work
of this commttee over the |ast 8 years.

Secretary Austin: Before |I answer that, Senator
Gllibrand, just let ne thank you for your incredible work
that you have done over the years on this issue, on the
| ssue of sexual assault and sexual harassnment. \Watever
changes occur going forward will be largely due to your
incredi bl e dedication to this issue. So on behalf of the
Depart ment of Defense, thank you for what you have done.

As you know, Senator, first of all, yes, | always have
an open mnd to solving any tough problem But as you know,
t he comm ssion that the President tasked ne to stand up, and

has stood up and provided ne sone initial reconmendations,
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and still owes ne nore recommendati ons, has been focused on
t he i ssue of sexual assault and sexual harassnent. And so
those are the problens that we are trying to resol ve and

| mpr ove.

But yes, | always maintain an open mnd with any tough
probl em but we are focused on the issue of sexual assault
and sexual harassnent, and again, thank you for all the work
t hat you have done on this issue.

Senator G Illibrand: Thank you, Secretary. Thank you
M. Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator G llibrand. Now | et
me recogni ze Senat or Fischer, please.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Wl cone,
gentlemen. | too want to thank you for your patriotism
your years of service, and your years and years of caring
for those who serve with you in protecting this nation

Secretary Austin, | appreciate the way the budget has
prioritized nucl ear noderni zation and kept i nportant
prograns |ike GBSD, LRSO and the Col unbi a-cl ass submari ne
on track. | amalso happy to see it invest in NC3 and
finally begin noving forward on replacing the E4B with
survi vabl e, airborne operations center.

During your confirmation you tal ked about the need for
a review of our nucl ear posture and noderni zati on prograns.

Has the Departnent begun a formal nucl ear posture review,
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and when do you expect it to be conplete?

Secretary Austin: W have not begun that review yet,
Senator, but it will begin very shortly, and it wll take us
several nonths to conduct the review

Senator Fischer: Well, | think that review process is
so very inportant. These systens are the nost inportant
mlitary capabilities that we possess, and deci sions about
our nucl ear policies and prograns nust be considered in a
t horough, deliberative process that allows stakehol ders from
across the Departnent of Defense, as well as other Federal
agencies, like the Departnment of Energy, and our allies to
provide their input so that decisions can be nmade with a
full understanding of the consequences. W cannot be
carel ess about this.

Which is why | was very concerned to see a news story
that put forth a copy of the nmeno fromthe Acting Secretary
of the Navy, Thomas Harker, in which he directed the Navy to
defund the sea-launched cruise mssile program This nmeno
was signed June 4th. That is just one week after the
Department of Defense subnmitted a budget request that asked
for $5 billion to continue to study that concept, and NNSA
requested $10 million to conduct its own assessnent.

Based on what you just said, it seens like this
deci sion was nmade outside of any kind of posture review

process. |Is that correct?
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Secretary Austin: Senator, | have not seen the neno,
but | would say that, you know, all of us, all the Services
and the Departnent are, again, naking tough choices in terns
of what to prioritize and where to accept risk. That neno
has to be pre-decisional because of where we are in the
process. And so | do not feel confortable in commenting on
his meno. | would just say that again, | amconmtted to a
posture review, to nake sure that we adequately anal yze what
our capabilities are, what is needed in the future, that we
mai ntain the right balance in our nuclear forces, going
f orwar d.

Senator Fischer: So you were not consulted on that at
al1?

Secretary Austin: That is an internal departnent neno,
| believe, based upon what has been said.

Senator Fischer: General MIley, were the Joint Chiefs
consulted at all, to your know edge?

General MIley: | amnot famliar with the neno, nor
was | consulted, but as soon as we are done here | wll go
find that nmeno and get consulted.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, sir. | find it very
concerning that an Acting Service Secretary, who has not
been confirnmed by the Senate, is making a decision |ike
this, outside of any review process, w thout anal ysis or

i nput from OSD policy, fromnuclear matters, the Joint
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Chi efs, or STRATCOM and w thout taking to other agencies,
or having, it seens, any discussions with our allies.

| woul d al so point out that the analysis of
alternatives for the mssile is still ongoing. And so it
woul d seem very, very prenmature to reach any concl usi ons
about it being feasible, or infeasible.

| do think this is the right way to nmake deci sions
about nuclear policy. Do you agree with that, Secretary
Austi n?

Secretary Austin: | do, Senator.

Senat or Fischer: Should a decision like this be made
t hrough that review process?

Secretary Austin: | have every confidence that it wll
be, Senator.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. | hope you will follow up
wWith the Acting Secretary to nmake sure that it is a posture
review that makes a deci sion on this.

Does the Departnent still support the President's
fiscal year 2022 budget request for this progranf

Secretary Austin: |t does.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. Happy to hear that.

Thank you agai n.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Now let ne

recogni ze Senator Kelly, please.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you to
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Secretary McCord and Secretary Austin and General Ml ley for
bei ng here today.

Ceneral MIlley, this questionis for you, and it is
specific to the A-10. | think you would agree that properly
bal ancing the need to sustain Anerica's mlitary with the
need to nodernize is paranobunt to ensuring our adversaries
are unable to outpace the United States. Having the right
equi pnent available to our troops on the battlefield is
critical, which is why I amvery concerned, very concerned
by the proposed divestnment of 42 A-10 aircraft in the fiscal
year 2022 budget.

As you know, the A-10 is a conbat-proven asset that is
unmatched in its ability to provide close air support to
troops on the ground. The Air Force has not been able to
establish a convincing replacenent to carry out this
m ssion, and it has not denonstrated a replacenent that can
mat ch the A-10's cost effectiveness.

Budget anal ysts have estinated a nodest cost savings if
the A-10s are divested, but those savings are quite snal
when you consi der the scope of the Departnent's $715 billion
budget. And it is critical that we consider the real costs
of what we would be trading away if we were to take this
action before an effective, close air support replacenent is
in place. Anmerican troops rely on close air support in the

nost dire of circunstances. The A-10 has saved the |ives of
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many nen and wonen because of its unique capabilities.
Everyone | speak to, everyone, who has had experience with
the A-10 in conbat wants that to be the plane that shows up
when they are in trouble.

So when | think about the tradeoffs we woul d be maki ng
by divesting, | just do not see that the risk has been
properly accounted for. And | expect that you have had sone
of these sanme conversations and experiences as you talk to
our troops.

So, Ceneral, do you feel that we have adequately
assessed the risk that these retirenments could pose for our
troops on the ground?

General MIley: Thanks, Senator, and as a ground
sol dier who has been in a ot of firefights, | know exactly
what you are tal king about with the A-10 or attack
hel i copters or any other munitions delivered by air. It is
a very, very inportant capability, and personally | ama big
fan of the A-10.

However, we are tal king about 42 aircraft. W are
still going to have 239. W have got enough for five
squadrons. \What we have to do -- we, collectively,

Congress, the Departnent of Defense, we in uniform-- we
have got to recogni ze and begin to shift toward the future
operating environnent and the changi ng character of war, and

we nust shift the capabilities that are going to be
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rel evant, survivable, and effective against a Tier 1
adversary sonetinme in the future. This is a nodest decrease
in the nunber of A-10s. | think it is an acceptable risk,
and | support the Air Force's reconmendati on.

Senator Kelly: So, Ceneral, we often think about these
t hi ngs as, you know, what does day one of the war | ook I|ike.

General MIley: Sure.

Senator Kelly: | amalso concerned about future
conflict on day 30, 60, day 180. And in a former life |
used to be a test pilot. | have flown close air support
m ssions nyself in an airplane that does not do the job
well. And | do not see another airplane in our inventory --
not the F-16, not the F-35 -- that can do the mssion |ike
the A-10 can. And when you conbine the fact that it is far
superior in that role, and protects troops on the ground
when they need it the nost, and at the sane tine is cheap
conpared to the flight-hour cost of an F-35 or even an F-16,
and we do not have an airplane that can do this mssion |ike
the A-10 can, and | am seriously concerned that if we go
down this road and we renove 42 airplanes fromthe
inventory, that if we wind up in a conflict, and we wi nd up
at day 30, 60, 90, we are going to be regretful that we do
not have that platform

So thank you, General, and | yield back the renai nder
of my tinme.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly. Now let ne
recogni ze Senator Cotton, please.

Senator Cotton: M. Secretary, | received, along with
Congressman Crenshaw, several hundred whistl ebl oner
conpl ai nts about Pentagon extrem st and diversity training.
| want to share just a small selection of what your own
troops are saying. And, M. Chairman, | have a |longer I|ist
| would like to submt for the record.

Chai rman Reed: W thout objection.

[ The information follows:]

[ COW TTEE | NSERT]
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Senator Cotton: Again, this is just a few exanples.
One Marine told us that a mlitary history training session
was replaced with nandatory training on police brutality,
white privilege, and system c racism He reported that
several officers are now |leaving his unit, citing that
training.

Anot her servicenenber told that their unit was required
to read White Fragility by Robin D Angel o, which clains --
and this is a quote -- "white people raised in western
society are conditioned into a white suprenaci st world
vi ew. "

A nenber of the Special Operations community has told
us that they are being instructed that, quote, "The U. S.
Speci al QOperations conmunity is racist.”

One Arny officer related to us the words of his general
officer, who told himthat the entire U S. Arny is racist.

A mdshi pman at the Naval Acadeny said classmates are
calling Anerica a fundanentally racist place, and that this
sentinment is not contested by school adm nistrator.

An airman told us their unit was forced into a raci st
exercise called a "privilege wal k," where nenbers of the
wi ng were ordered to separate thensel ves by race and gender
in order to stratify people based on their perceived
privil ege.

One African Anmerican officer disparagingly said, and |
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guote, "The Navy thinks ny only value is as a bl ack woman, "
and not the fact that she is a highly trained mlitary
speci al i st.

Sol di ers have conme forward to tell us they are being
forced to watch vi deos about system c racism and
docunentaries that rewite America's history as a
fundanental |y raci st and evil nation.

One Space Force officer told ne that two guardi ans | eft
his ranks in a short period of tine. One was a young
African American who said that after the training she would
never have joined the mlitary had she known that it was
such a hotbed of racism The other was a white airmn who
said he did not sign up to be indoctrinated, and filed
separ ati on paperworK.

M. Secretary, we are hearing reports of plumreting
noral e, growing mstrust between the races and sexes, where
none exi sted just six nonths ago, and unexpected retirenents
and separations based on these trainings alone. And again,
these are not ny words. These are the words of your own
t roops.

So | want to ask a few sinple but vital questions. M.
Secretary, do you believe that our mlitary is a
fundanental |y raci st organi zation? Yes or no, please.

Secretary Austin: Well, I will not give you a yes or

no answer or that, sir, because it deserves nore than a yes
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or no. The mlitary, |ike any organization, will have its
chal l enges, but | do not believe it is a fundanentally

raci st organi zation. W --

Senator Cotton: Thank you. | amsorry to cut you off
but our tine is limted. | think it is a pretty sinple
guestion. | amglad that you agree it is not fundanmentally
raci st.

Do you believe that any nenber of the mlitary shoul d
be treated differently based on their skin color and sex?
Again, yes or no wll do.

Secretary Austin: Again, this question deserves nore

than a yes or no answer. It is --
Senator Cotton: M. Secretary, | amsorry to cut you
off. Qur tinmeislimted. It is a very sinple question.

Shoul d a nmenber of the organization you | ead be treated
differently, in violation of the Constitution, | would add,
based on their sex or the color of their skin?

Secretary Austin: No, | do not believe that, and that
why we have diversity, equity, and inclusion focus in the
mlitary.

Senator Cotton: And the mlitary, for decades, has
been one of the institutions in this society where you are
nost likely to get ahead based on your own performance, on
your own nerit, irrespective of the color of your skin or

where you cane from or who your parents were.
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Secretary Austin: Sir, | absolutely agree with that,
and | am an exanple of that.

Senator Cotton: Your distinguished career --

Secretary Austin: But | would say that --

Senator Cotton: M. Secretary, M. Secretary, your
career is an excellent exanple of that, but | have nore
gquestions, based on the reports we have seen.

The mlitary has included the works of critical race
theories on its reading list by authors |ike I bram Henry
Rogers, who now calls hinmself |bram Kendi, and Robin
Di Angelo. M. Kendi has witten, quote, "The only renedy to
past discrimnation is present discrimnation. The only
remedy to present discrimnation is future discrimnation,"”
end quote. Do you agree with that proposition?

Secretary Austin: | have not read that and I do not --
you know, | certainly do not agree with what you just said,
but --

Senator Cotton: M. Secretary --

Secretary Austin: -- it is always inportant to have
the full context of anything that you are being asked to
eval uat e.

Senator Cotton: M. Secretary, do you believe that
race and sex should be the key factor when sel ecting conbat
| eaders, rather than, say, operational excellence, technical
proficiency, |eadership, agility, and integrity?
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Secretary Austin: | do not, Senator. | think what you
just said should be key conponents in making any sel ecti on.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. | amglad we agree on al
this. So let me just wap up by saying this. |If troops are
subjected to the kinds of training drawing on critical race
concepts like Anmerica and our mlitary is inherently racist,
or certain races are inherently privileged, other races are
i nherently victimzed, given what you have said, should they
report it up their chain of conmand or to the inspector
general or to other appropriate channel s?

Secretary Austin: Yes, they should. They have al ways
had that ability to do that, and I would recomend that in
the future. | would also say that diversity, equity, and
inclusion is inportant to this mlitary now, and it will be
i mportant in the future. And so we are going to nake sure
that our mlitary |ooks Iike Anerica and that our | eadership
| ooks Iike what is in the ranks of the mlitary, and |
appreci ate your support on that.

Senator Cotton: And | agree with that, and |ike |
said, the mlitary always been one of the nost diverse
institutions in our society, where you can get ahead
I rrespective of the color of your skin or who your parents
are or where you cane from And | amglad that we agree on
that. This is not about diversity, in general, though.

This is about a very specific kind of anti-American
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i ndoctrination that is seeping into sone parts of our
mlitary, based upon the whistlebl ower conplaints we have
recei ved.

Thank you. M tine has expired.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. Let ne recogni ze Senat or
Kai ne, pl ease.

Senator Kaine: M. Secretary, | want to give you a
chance to explain the context. Senator Cotton asked you a
guesti on about your own career, and you indicated that your
career is an indication that the mlitary can be wel com ng
to all kinds of people. But you were then going to explain
t he context of what your own personal experience has shown
you during your tine in the mlitary, about why we need to
t ake seriously these issues of diversity and inclusion. The
Senat or had ot her questions, but | would Iike to hear how

you were going to answer that question, giving the full

cont ext .
Secretary Austin: | think the | eadership has a
responsibility to create a climate where -- first of all, we

shoul d be wel com ng to everyone who can qualify and who is
fit to serve and who can nmaintain the standards. And
secondly, you know, we ought to look |Iike the Anerica that
we support and defend, and our senior |eadership should | ook
|ike what is in the ranks. And where we have done a great

job in recruiting very highly qualified and capabl e peopl e,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

| think we need to do a bit better in terns of making sure
that we are absolutely inclusive and nmaking sure that we
create pat hways, or pathways are avail able for everybody
that in the ranks to realize their full potential.

And so that is what that diversity, equity, and
inclusion is all about. It is about cohesion. It is about
maki ng sure that we renmain the nost effective and | ethal
fighting force in the world. And we have been in the past
and we will be in the future.

Senator Kaine: And when we nove toward diversity in
the mlitary it has always nade us stronger. \When President
Truman integrated the mlitary it was not uniformy popul ar.
In fact, | believe his Secretary of the Arny ended up
resigning after refusing to desegregate units about a year
after the order.

But noves |ike that, where the mlitary has often | ed
society in building cohesion, the mlitary does it well.
They are not always inmedi ately popul ar but they end up
payi ng di vidends not just for the mlitary but for Anmerican
society. It has to be done sensibly, carefully, by people
who understand it, but | applaud you and ot her |eaders who
are trying to do that.

Let ne now nove to questions that have been asked about
the top line of the budget, and | have gotten sone handouts

fromfol ks who have not yet asked questions, and so | can
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see sone nore questions on this are com ng.

So, CGeneral Mlley, if I recall you becane head of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff in late 2018. |Is that correct?

General MIley: 2019.

Senat or Kaine: 2019.

General MIley: 1 Cctober.

Senator Kaine: And so were you involved in the
di scussi ons around the subm ssion of President Trunp's
fiscal year 2021 budget, which cane to this commttee in
February of 20207

General MIley: Sure. Absolutely.

Senator Kaine: So | guess | want to just conpare the
Bi den proposal, President Biden's proposal for defense to
Presi dent Trunp's proposal. And ny argunent is, to sone of
ny col | eagues who are trying to attack the Bi den budget, it
Is exactly what President Trunp proposed. President Trunp
gave us a future year defense plan in February of 2020, and
it called for a top line of $721 billion for this year. Now
Presi dent Biden has submtted a top line of $715 billion.

So it would suggest that maybe the Trunp budget
projection for this year was $6 billion higher than the
Bi den budget, but that is actually not the case, because
under the Trunp admi nistration, there was a practice of
t aki ng noney out of the Pentagon budget for non-mlitary

energencies. Over an 11-nonth period, between March of 2019
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and February of 2020, the Trunp adm nistration took $10
billion out of the top line. That straddled two fiscal
years, so divided that in half -- about $5 to $6 billion a
year was taken out of the Pentagon's budget by President
Trunp. So the difference between the $715 billion and $721
billion is essentially erased, so |long as President Biden
doesn't take noney for non-mlitary purposes.

| have asked the OMB director, | have asked everybody
that | knowin the Biden Wite House, is it the intention of
this Wiite House to take Pentagon dollars for non-mlitary
pur poses, and the answer to that is no. President Biden
says if Congress appropriates, | amgoing to respect the
appropriation, and | amnot going to spirit nonies out of
t he Pentagon and use themfor non-mlitary emergencies.

So ny belief is this is a budget that was essentially
i dentical to the budget that we would have seen under
Presi dent Trunp, based upon the Trunp nunbers that were
submtted to us over a year ago. And when those nunbers
were submtted to us, | did not hear anyone on this
comrittee conpl ain about President Trunp did not have a high
enough top line. W ultimately control what the nunber wll
be, but in terns of the difference between the two
adm ni strations and their budget subm ssions to this body, |
woul d argue that they are identical. President Biden has

submtted a top line that is essentially identical to what
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Presi dent Trunp woul d have subm tted, based upon the
docunents they gave us a year ago.

Wth that, M. Chair, | yield back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator King. And
now | et ne recogni ze Senat or Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentl enen,

t hank you for your service to our country. | would like to
followup a little bit and continue the di scussion that
Senat or Kai ne has begun, and that is with regard to the top
line of the budget. | do believe that this defense budget
request, on the whole, is noving in a very simlar direction
that we had before, with regard to trying to follow through
with the National Defense Strategy, the NDS. | think, and I
woul d i ke confirmation, and I wll begin with General
MIley, that this particular budget is focused on achi eving
the najor goals that are found in the NDS from 2017.

Ceneral MIlley, could you share a little bit about, in
terns of what those nmmjor goals are and the priorities are
in the NDS that this particular budget is trying to achi eve?

CGeneral MIley: Sur, Senator. The NDS, as it was
witten, and that was under Secretary Mattis and | was, at
that point, Chief of Staff of the Arny, and all the Joint
Chiefs participated in that, that is a rigorous docunent, it
Is well thought out, and it stood the test of tine. And we

all still use it as a guiding light. And we are under a
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review with Secretary Austin and we will see how that cones
out, but there will be nodifications. The docunent is 4 or
5 years old now, so there will be sone nodifications to

t hat .

But it is still good, and the fundanentals of it
enphasi ze readi ness, noderni zation, lethality, allies,
partners, irregular warfare. It calls out China, Russia,
Iran, North Korea, counterterrorism So the main structures
are nore or less still valid, and perhaps China is a little
bit nore advanced now that they were, say, 5 years ago. So
it is still a fundanentally solid docunent.

But | would tell you, as | said in my opening
statenment, the $715 billion budget requires hard choices in
ternms of prioritization, but I think it adequately neets the
needs in terns of the priorities of the current, existing
NDS and the one that we are working on nodi fy under
Secretary Austin's signature. So | amvery confortabl e that
we can provide an adequate defense of the United States of
Anerica with a $715 billion budget.

Senat or Rounds: | understand the direction and the
fact that you have been involved in establishing and that
your input has been involved in the devel opnent of this
budget. But | also note that | think nuclear conmmand and
control upgrades are critical, and would be recogni zed under

this as well, would it not?
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General MIley: Yes, absolutely.

Senator Rounds: And the continued devel opnent and
noder ni zation of the nuclear triad would al so be invol ved,
would it not?

CGeneral MIley: Absolutely. 1In fact, we have said
that the recapitalization of the nuclear triad is the nunber
one priority in terns of the actual prograns, progranmtic
spending. It is critical that we have the air, sea, and
| and conponents of that triad in order to maintain the
security of the United States goi ng forward.

Senat or Rounds: See, Ceneral, | think that the basic
goals of the NDS are represented wwthin this. | do not
di sagree with that. My concern that | will express is that
it is based on being able to handl e those goals but al so
being able to maintain and not expect the nenbers of the
armed services to continue to do the day-to-day operations
I f we have increases in inflation, whether it be for fuel or

for other supplies, for health care, and so forth.

CGeneral, | think there were sone very hard choi ces
made, and | guess ny question to you, sir -- and | do not
intend this to be a gotcha question -- the hard choices that

had to be nmade in order to achieve the top-line goals of the
NDS, where are the reductions or the limtations that have
to recogni zed when we do have a very simlar -- in ternms of

the total nunber of dollars -- when we do expect that
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inflation will run perhaps between 3 and 5 percent, and at
the same tinme the NDS expected to have, and in order to neet
its goals, an ongoing increase of between 3 and 5 percent
over inflation, which clearly is not reflected in the
budget, and I know is not news to you, Sir.

General MIley: Sure. | nean, you could do the
nunbers a ot of different ways, and we have M ke MCord
here, and he knows it better than anyone else. But this
budget is about $11 billion nore than the fiscal year 2021
enacted budget. |[If you factor in inflation, you nornmalize
the dollars, it is nore or less flat, or | think it is 0.5
| ess, or sonething like that. So it depends on which way
you | ook at the nunbers.

But in terns of the key capabilities, Senator Kelley
menti oned 42 A-10s getting divested. W had to nmake a
choi ce between buying two subs, one destroyer and a frigate
versus two destroyers, and things like that. So there are
hard choices in all of the domains. And this is ny sixth
budget. In every single budget | have seen we are al ways
maki ng hard choices. W always have UFA |ists. W always
have ways to spend nore noney effectively for the defense of
the country. But in nmy professional opinion, a $715 billion
budget, as long as we are disciplined in its application and
we adhere to the priorities that we have established, wll

provide for the defense of the United States.
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Senat or Rounds: Thank you, sir. M. Chairman, ny tine
has expired. Thank you, gentlenen, for your service to our
country.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rounds. Now let ne
recogni ze Senat or King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. M. Secretary,
| want to discuss just for a nonent one of those hard
choices. The top Navy unfunded priority is a destroyer that
was elimnated fromthe budget, that was already commtted
to under the nultiyear procurenent. That has severa
probl ems, one national security. These DDG destroyers are
t he wor khorse of the Navy, eyes and ears around the world,
very inportant part of our assets. But it also sent a
shudder through the industrial base. It is unprecedented,
in ny experience, that a nmultiyear has been breached, which
woul d actually cost the governnent noney in penalties.
hope, M. Secretary, that you and Admral G| day can work
wWth us to restore that ship, because | think it has
| nportance beyond just the one ship. But the synbolism of
breaking a nmultiyear and al so pulling back on our comm t nent
to increasing the capacity of the Navy is, | think, a very
| nportant priority.

That is not really a question. It is an entreaty to
you to work with us to try to find the funds to restore that

ship and restore the Navy's nunber one unfunded priority.
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WIIl you commt to working with us on that?

Secretary Austin: Absolutely, Senator. W wll do
everything we can to nake sure that we naintain a good
wor ki ng rel ationship with Congress, and | appreciate your
tremendous support throughout, and especially now. W want
to make sure that we maintain a ready, capable, and
sustai nable force. W also want to nmake sure that the
I ndustrial base has the ability to produce what we have
asked themto produce. Current plans are to buy that DDG in
2023.

Senator King: Thank you. The inportance of the
I ndustrial base -- | live within 8 mles of the industrial
base in Maine, and the industrial base is not sonething you
can just turn off and on. It has got to be sonething that
I s sustained and mai ntai ned over tine.

Let me turn to a different topic. | believe one of the
nost serious risks this country faces today is accidenta
conflict with China, sonme kind of conflict in the South
China Sea, the Strait of Taiwan, and the danger of
escal ation fromthat accidental conflict of some kind. It
is concerning to me that we do not seemto have an effective
hotline, direct |line, whatever you want to call it, with
China, officials at your level and also at the Presidenti al
| evel . | understand the Chinese are reluctant about this,

but | believe this should be a national security priority.
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| | ooked up yesterday and | find that Amazon has 11 copies
of The Guns of August in Chinese, and | think what | m ght
do is buy those and send themto the Politburo in Beijing,
because this is a very clear and distinct danger.

Do you agree with ne that a better deconfliction link
between ml|-to-m| and al so governnment-to-governnent with
China would be an inportant mtigation of this risk?

Secretary Austin: | absolutely agree with you. As we
| ook at sone of the aggressive behavior that we have
wi tnessed from China in the Indo-Pacific, you know, | am
concerned about sonmething that could happen that could spark
acrisis. And | think we need the ability to be able to
talk with both our allies and partners but al so our
adversaries, or potential adversaries. And so | think there
needs to be a direct line of comuni cation, between the
mlitary and al so between governnent officials as well. So
| share your concern and | absolutely agree with you that
this is critical.

Senator King: Thank you. One other area that has cone
to ny attention. |In fact, we had a hearing yesterday on
m ssi |l e defense, and General VanHerck said he had to pry the
data out of another agency. W had CGol dwater-Ni chols, which
has enabl ed joint operations. W do not necessarily have a
joint capability acquisition, particularly in the area of

software. And | hope that we mght work with you and
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General MIley and others on howto rationalize, if you
will, the joint acquisition of things |ike software so that

we do not have silos within the mlitary, that are anal ogous

to the silos that we had pre-CGol dwater-N chols. [Is that
sonmething that you will be willing to work with us on?
Secretary Austin: Absolutely. | think it is critical,

and you have ny commtnent to do so.

Senator King: General MIlley, | amsorry | did not get
ny questions to you but perhaps we will have a second round.
Thank you very nuch.

General MIley: | amokay with that Senator. Thank
you very nuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King. Senator
Ernst, please.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, Chairman, and gentl enen,

t hank you very nuch for being here today and for your
continuing service to our great United States of Anerica.

Superi or weapons personnel and technol ogy ensure that
we won the 20th century, but of course, now our adversaries
have adapted their technol ogies, they have inproved their
operating concepts, and they have expanded their chall enges
I nto the new domai ns of cyber and space. And, in fact,

Presi dent Biden has stated, "The world is at an inflection
point with shifting global dynamcs and energing crises that

demand attention."
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We, of course, know that we face enbol dened adversari es
such as Madimr Putin in Russia and President Xi Jinping in
China. Both are actively seeking to disrupt a stable and
prosperous gl obal order. And then, of course, we have other
actors like Iran and North Korea presenting their own
significant threats. And as we are w thdrawi ng from
Af ghani stan we do not see the renoval of terrorist threat.
| nstead, we see, as the President has stated, the threat has
beconme nore di spersed, netastasizing around the gl obe.

So of course we want to nake sure that we are funding
and resourcing our troops appropriately, but going al ong
with taking care of our own troops is working with other
allied nations. Secretary Austin, in a March editorial the
Washi ngt on Post, you wote about the inportance of joint
partnerships with other nations, and called themforce
multipliers. | do agree with you, Secretary. You wote,

"I't would be a huge strategic error to neglect these
relationships, and it is a wse use of our tine and
resources to adapt and renew them to ensure there are as
strong and effective as they can be." Yet, the President's
def ense budget guts our partner nation joint exercise budget
conpared to the pre-COVID | evel s by over 50 percent.

So how do you square your advocacy for inproving our
i nteroperability with our NATO allies and theater partners

around the world with those proposed cuts?
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Secretary Austin: Well, certainly with respect to NATO
we are encouraging the nenbers of NATOto do nore, to invest
in air defense and also to do nore to contribute to NATO
overal |l .

What we have been focused on is nmaeking sure that -- you
know, you have heard ne say that China is our pacing
chall enge, and so we really weighted our main effort there
to the Indo-Pacific region, and you will note that ny first
trip overseas was out to the region, along with Secretary
Bl i nken, and we visited South Korea, we visited Japan, and
al so made a visit to India as well.

Again, we truly value the inportance of strong
relationships with our allies and partners. | think there
IS a great capacity that can be |l everaged there. And so in
sonme areas those partnerships, while still strong, are not
as strong as they could possibly be, so we will renain
focused on that.

Senator Ernst: | do hope so, Secretary. | think this
is areally inportant area to focus on, making sure that we
are able to |l everage them and continue to use our allies as
this force multiplier.

And, M. Secretary, | also wanted to just nmake a brief
statenent. | do appreciate that you have stated your
comm tnent to making changes to how the mlitary handl es and

prevents sexual assault, and | am concerned about the
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continued delay that we continue to face, though. Certainly
I f any of our adversaries were attacking nenbers of our
mlitary, as we have seen within our own ranks, nenbers
attacki ng other nenbers within our own ranks, if it had been
an adversary we woul d have responded i mredi ately. W nust
respond i medi ately as well. So | am encouragi ng both you
and the chairman to continue to push on this issue, to nake
sure we bring resolution and justice for our nenbers of the
mlitary, those very inportant survivors.

Just a brief statenment, and | amsorry, General Ml ey,
| did not get to ny questions for you either. And,
Secretary McCord, | wll followup with you later on the
audit. But | do want to echo concerns that were rai sed by
Senator Fischer about the Navy's intent, whether it was an
interoffice neno, whatever it was. | do also want to stress
nmy concern that the Navy intends to cancel develop of the
sea-| aunched nuclear cruise mssile. | think this is very,
very concerning, especially comng froman Acting Secretary
that has yet to be confirned, and | hope that that is truly
not reflective of the overall attitude of the Departnent of
Def ense.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Secretary Austin: It is not, Senator, and as we said,
we will be true to our posture review and nmake sure that

that drives the process.
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Senator Ernst: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Now let ne
recogni ze, via Webex, Senator Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
all for being here today.

Secretary Austin, during your confirmation process you
di scl osed that you were on the board of Raytheon
Technol ogi es, one of the nation's | argest defense
contractors, and that caused ne to ask you for sone
comm tnents about ethics issues that you would face.

Exi sting ethics |aws already require sone commtnents but
they do not go nearly far enough. And this matter a | ot
because the Pentagon spends $360 billion every year on goods
and services provided by contractors, and those contractors
have a revol ving door with the DoD.

So that is why | have introduced legislation to
strengthen ethics rules for all public officials. But it is
al so why | asked you during your hearing to extend your
recusal frommatters involving Raytheon for the duration of
your governnent service. | asked you to pledge not to seek
a wai ver of that recusal, and to refrain from seeking
conpensation froma giant defense contractor within 4 years
of | eaving governnent service. And you agreed to nmake those
commtnents, and | want you to do, | appreciate that. |

think the American peopl e appreciate that too.
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Secretary Austin, as | recall, you explained that you
voluntarily nmade these comm tnents because you think it is
i nportant that the American people have concrete assurance
so that they never doubt that you are working for them and
not for giant defense contractors. Right?

Secretary Austin: Yes. That is true.

Senator Warren: Good. And | just want to say, | also
asked several Trunp nom nees to make the same commitnents,
and they refused. You, by contract, denonstrated
consi derabl e | eadership in making those conm tnents.

Now, since your confirmation, the Senate has confirned
five additional nom nees to go to work at the Pentagon. Not
a single one of themwas on the board of a major defense
contractor, none of themreported that the bulk of their
i ncome cane from our nost powerful contractors, and |
appreciate that and | supported all of their nom nations.

But this commttee is now being asked to consi der
nom nees who do not neet that test, and in these cases, when
nom nees report the vast mpjority of their inconme from nmajor
defense contractors, either through direct enpl oynent or
consulting, or when they are on those conpani es' boards, |
plan to ask nom nees to nmake the sanme voluntary ethics
commtnents that you did during your confirmation.

So et nme ask you, Secretary Austin. Do you agree that

t he people working for you, who have simlar or even nore
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extensive ties to industry, should be living up to the sane
ethics conmmtnents that you made? Do you think it is

i nportant that the American people have confidence, as you
put it, that these Pentagon officials are working for the
Ameri can people and not for their former enployers in the
def ense i ndustry?

Secretary Austin: Well, Senator, you have heard ne
say, on a nunber of occasions, that sound, ethical behavior
Is inmportant to us, inportant to ne, and inportant to the
Departnent. | have every reason to believe that those who
have been nom nated to serve will conduct thensel ves
properly and exerci se sound, ethical behavior, and | am
truly appreciative of your support in getting our nom nees
confirmed as quickly as possible. W absolutely need them
on the team

Senator Warren: Well, let nme say, though, | recognize
the inportance of filling these inportant Defense Departnent
positions, but | amasking for conmtnents that they are

going to avoid conflicts of interests, and | have laid out

what they are, and you have agreed to them So the question

| am asking is whether you think that the people who are
going to be working for you who have these ties should nake
the same kind of commtnents that you nmake.

Secretary Austin: Senator, again, | believe that they

wi || conduct thensel ves appropriately. | have no concerns
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about their ethical behavior. | think that they are
committed to doing the right things.

Senator Warren: Well, look. | appreciate that you do
not want to step into this, but this is what |eadership is
about. | amstill in conversation with the current
nom nees, where | think these commtments are warranted, and
| hope that we can cone to an understanding as their
nom nations progress. And if we can, | will support their
nom nations. But in these cases and going forward, if
nom nees with significant ties to the defense industry
refuse to nake the conmmtnents you made, then I will vote no
in this coonmttee, on their nomnations, and I will ask for
aroll call vote on the floor where | wll vote no again.

So let nme be clear. | amasking for these conmtnents,
not because | am chal |l engi ng anyone's integrity but because
| think it is critical that the Anerican people have total
confidence that our public officials are truly working for

them and not for the defense industry that has paid them so

wel | .

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Tillis, please.

Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you,
gentl enmen, for being here. | want to go back to the

di scussion of the UCMJI and what is described as mlitary
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sexual assault. It is an area | amfrustrated w th. | have
spent a lot of tinme with Senator GIllibrand. But, Secretary
Austin, | am concerned that even when we have the di scussion

here people think we are just tal king about mlitary sexual
assault. But we are tal king about alleged crine that woul d
have a sentence of over 1 year. So that is a sweeping
change to the UCMI.

I am al so concerned with sonme of the technical aspects
t hat have not been spelled out in the bill. It is nore of a
franmewor k. We have not seen the details. But one of the
things that | amnost troubled by is the 6-nonth
| npl enentation tinme franme. I n your judgnent, to the extent
that you know the details of Senator G Illibrand s proposal
I's that even possible to be inplenented?

Secretary Austin: | don't know all of the specific
details of her proposed tinmeline. Wat | would tell you is
-- and | would echo what | said to the chairman a coupl e of
m nutes ago, is that any change that we nake, Senator, |
woul d hope that we would be provided anple tinme to nake sure
that we properly and appropriately inplenent these changes,
because a change to the UCM) is a very significant issue in
the mlitary. And we want to nake sure we get this right,
and we will get it right if a change is required.

Senator Tillis: GCeneral MIley, do you think maybe

taking crinmes that could be barracks |arceny out of the
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chain of command is a good idea, and would put us in a
position where good order and discipline on the part of the
command woul d be under m ned?

General MIley: As | nentioned to Senator Gl librand
bef ore and sonme others earlier, | think the commander is
essential to maintaining good order and discipline in the
mlitary. W are a mlitary that is built to fight. The
UCMJ is there to support conbat power. At the sane tine,
cohesion is critical, and I amvery, very open to
significant change in the area of sexual assault and sexua
harassment. Wen we get beyond that, at this point ny
position is | need to study it nore. | am open-m nded, but
| think we would be really -- it needs a | ot of due
diligence before we bundle all the 1-year felonies and take
them away fromthe commander. So | think it is right to
study it further.

Senator Tillis: General Austin, | think you have heard
fromsone of us about the need for a tinely report back on
the comm ssion findings and the DoD reconmendati ons. Wth
the mark-up comng up next nonth, | think it is very
i nportant that we get that feedback if it is to have any
I npact on what may likely be in the NDA narKk.

Secretary Austin: You are right, Senator, and I
under st and your sense of urgency. | share that sense of

urgency. As you know, the |Independent Review Conm ssion is
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still evaluating the other three lines of effort, that

I ncl ude prevention, victimcare, and also climate. | wll
get those shortly, and when | do I will make ny
recomendations to the President, and those recomrendati ons
wi |l be based upon what | get fromthe IRC, plus ny
consultations with the | eadership of the Services.

Senator Tillis: Thank you. Junping to budget matters,
the i medi ate response force -- | know you know, you have
spent sonme quality tinme, you and General MIley, down at
Fort Bragg -- it was deployed back in 2019, after the
| rani an- backed Hezbol | ah attacked our enbassy in Irag. The
reports that | have got on the ground there is the folks
fromthe 82nd Airborne that would be a part of the response
spent pretty nmuch the day goi ng over what you all knowis a
bi g conplex, getting ready to do it, at the expense of
bri efings and preparation.

The strategi c depl oynent conplex is not yet even on the
unfunded priorities list. Wy is that?

Secretary Austin: | will ook into that, Senator. |
do not know why the Arny has not put that on their unfunded
requirenments list, but | amsure that the Arny's choice is
based upon the input they have gotten fromthe 18th Airborne
corps commander and others. But | will engage the Arny on
t hat .

Senator Tillis: | wll submt a question for the
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record, because | am concerned that in an i nstance where we

may have to once again send out an inmedi ate response

depl oynent request that they are not the best prepared that

they could be for it. And | would |ike to get that reported
back, and I will submt other questions for the record.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tillis. Senator
H rono, please.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. | have had a
nunber of opportunities, Secretary Austin, to raise ny
concerns about the fact that HDR-H Hawaii, the mssile
defense radar for Hawaii, has been zeroed out over the | ast
two fiscal year requests. And so in response to sonme of ny
concerns rai sed about the fact that there is no funding
requested for this radar, which was told to us that it was
going to be very inportant as part of our systemto protect
Hawaii, | amtold that under the current situation,
currently protected against today's threats, that is the
response | have gotten, Secretary Austin.

But what we are looking at is we need to protect
agai nst future threats, i.e., 2025 threats. So | am goi ng
to want to have further discussions with you and your team
as to what the projected dangers are, going to 2025. |
recogni ze that Hawaii is protected under today's threat but

not necessarily 2025, and that was the tine frame in which
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this radar was determ ned to be necessary for our national
security. So I do not want to get into further discussion
Wi th you on the explanation as to why it was zeroed out.

Let me nove on to support for the Pacific Deterrence
Initiative. The PDI was enacted | ast year to ensure that
DoD prioritizes and invests in an often overl ooked but
critical conponents of joint readiness. In fact, with
regard to the PDI, the previous commander of | NDOPACOM
Admi ral Davidson, identified five areas of focus in the PDI.
One, the Joint Force technol ogy; two, force design and
posture; three, strengthen allies and partners; four,
exerci ses, experinentation, and inplenentation; and five,
| ogi stics and security enablers.

Looki ng at your budget request, though, | do not see
requested itens in the five areas that Adm ral Davi dson had
i dentified as being supportive of the PDI, and, in fact,
your request identifies platforns |ike a Navy destroyer,
fleet oiler, and itens related to the F-35 aircraft as PDI
I nvest nent s.

So | would like to know, why is the vast majority of
funding identified to support PDI unrelated to the |ines of
effort outlined in the | NDOPACOM Section 1251 report?

Secretary Austin: Senator, let ne say, off the top,
that our intent was to align our PDI investnent with

congressional intent, and so ny staff is currently working
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with the commttee to clarify and adjust any perceived
m sal i gnnents, and, in fact, nmake sure that we answer any
and all questions. And so we will continue to work that.

As you know, we have dedicated sone $5.1 billion to
PDI, and again, our intent was to align our investnments with
congressional intent.

I wll go further to say that a great deal of the
Departnent's budget is invested in capabilities and
activities that concentrate on deterring China, and | woul d
further say that | amcommtted to working with the
comrittee to nmaking sure that we get it right and answer the
needs of the commander out in PACOM

Senator Hirono: M. Secretary, | appreciate that
commitnment toward aligning to congressional intent wth what
t he conmbat ant commanders are requesting, and | think that
al i gnment needs to be nuch better. For exanple, the DoD is
only partially funding | NDOPACOM s top three priorities that
are inportant to deterring China, since you nentioned that
j ust now.

Moving on to the inportance of mlitary construction,
and funding, of course, is very critical to what we need to
be doing. And | have had conversations with your team
regardi ng the need for a shipyard nodernization and
i nfrastructure support for that, including a new dry dock

for Hawaii. Now | know that there is a request for dry
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docks in Portsnouth, and there is noney also for saltwater
purification systemin Norfolk. This is in front of
requested funding to nove the dry dock for Hawaii al ong.

And so | would request that you take a | ook at that.
It is very clear that the dry dock in Hawaii is very
necessary for the Hawaii Pearl Harbor shipyard to be able to
take care of the Virginia-class subnarines that are there.
W have no capacity to do that right now, and so that dry
dock needs to be noved along. So | request that you | ook at
the fundi ng request to see whether you can nove the
appropriation request for the dry dock in Hawaii al ong.

My tinme is up, but | hope that you will continue to
di scuss that particular concern with us and address ny
concern.

Secretary Austin: | understand, Senator, and we are
comritted to making sure that we maintain the ability to
mai ntain and sustain our force. And so | wll take a | ook
at that.

Senator H rono: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono. Let nme now
recogni ze Senator Craner, and also alert all of ny
col | eagues there will be two votes beginning at 11:30, and
also I believe the panel sought a break around that tine.
So in talking wwth the ranking nmenber we will figure out a

strategy to acconplish all those objectives.
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Senator Craner, please.

Senator Craner: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks to
all of you for your service and for being here. Good to see
you.

| want to start, Secretary Austin, by following up from
an answer that you gave to Senat or Shaheen earlier about
further support for the Afghan forces, and you specifically
mentioned | SR support fromthe GCC, and | am wondering if
you could tell ne specifically what kind of |SR support that
I's, what system

Secretary Austin: Certainly we are flying our MY 9s
fromthere, and essentially the vast majority of ISR is
bei ng provided from ot her places outside of Afghanistan.

You know, as we have retrograded we have had to make sure we
protect our key platforns and systens there.

Senator Craner: Are dobal Hawk Bl ock 30s part of
t hat ?

Secretary Austin: That is correct, yes.

Senator Craner: You realize the Block 30s are slated
for retirenment in this budget? And you and | have had this
di scussi on before. | am concerned about the |ack of a
bri dge between where we are today and where we are going to
get to eventually with new systens. And you have tough
choi ces, and we have heard all about the difficult

priorities you have to set. But | remain concerned about
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the retirement of Block 30s prematurely, to benefit our
conbat ant commanders everywhere, but | think the Afghan
stand presents a rather unique exanple of the threat.

Wth that, General MIley, could | ask you, are the
conmbat ant comranders getting all of the | SR support that
they need, in every theater?

General MIley: | would tell you that as Chief of
Staff for the Arny for 4 years and Chairnman for alnost 2, no
conbat ant commander has ever gotten all the ISR they want ed.
It is one of those commdities that is a high demand all the
time, and no one is conpletely ever satisfied. Every
commander wants perfect know edge, and that is what | SR does
Is feed you with know edge. But we are never going to get
enough ISR to fill all the demand.

Having said that, it is all a function of risk. It is
all a function of where you take risk, what your priority
I's, are you going to support the main effort, and what do
you for the supporting effort, and so on and so forth. And
in this budget, | think that we are adequately funding | SR
as we go forward, for the main effort relative to China, and
with respect to the Block 30s and the M) 9s, again, it has
to do with relevance and pivoting to the future. This
budget bi ases future operating environnment, change in the
character of war, and against the pacing threat of China.

That is not to say we are going to stop everything with
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respect to A-10s or MJ9s or sone of these systens. W have
got to make that turn.

Senator Cranmer: So since we are on the topic, if you
could list the top three threats to Anerica' s nati onal
security, in order, what would they be?

General MIley: Froma mlitary standpoint, strictly
mlitary standpoint, | think China is the nunber one
mlitary threat as we go forward, but | also know edge that
Russia is a considerable great power conpetitor, and those
two, in the NDS, and in the current strategic environnent,
froma mlitary perspective. There are nany, nmany threats,
but froma mlitary perspective | put those two up there.

Senator Craner: | understand. One of the things I
want to get at, because | think it was just yesterday
Presi dent Bi den announced, when he announced Anerica is
back, in Europe, to mlitary nmen and wonen Air Force in UK
that according to the mlitary |eaders that the nunber one
threat facing Anerica's national security is clinmate change.
Si x weeks ago today, the European Union Parlianment, speaking
of NATO and allies which are a prom nent part of your
testinmony in this budget, EU Parlianent passed a resol ution,
569-67, urging the EU institutions and nenber states to do
everything they can to stop the conpletion of the Nord
Stream 2 pipeline. Three weeks ago today, President Biden

lifted the sanctions on conpleting the Nord Stream 2

82
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pi pel i ne.

And | amjust kind of wondering -- that flies in the
face both of Anerica's back and it flies in the face of
bui | di ng NATO al | i ances, rebuilding, as the budget docunent
states -- | amnot sure which ones we lost -- but | know
that there are at |east eight European union allies,

I ncl udi ng Ukrai ne, who strongly oppose Nord Stream 2 for
national security reasons, and certain fromclimte change
standpoint. |If clinmate change is the nunber one threat
facing America's national security, allowing Nord Stream 2
to be built is not good for the clinate.

So | have sone great concerns, and | think we ought to
get them straightened out. And |I do not know, for the life
of me, how conpleting Nord Stream 2 hel ps our alliance with
t he European Union, other than maybe with the current
Chancel | or of Germany.

General MIley: Senator, if I could just --

Senator Craner: Pl ease.

CGeneral MIley: -- nmake a conment on your piece about
threats. Cdimate change is a threat. dinmate change has
significant inpact on mlitary operations, and we have to
take it into consideration. Cdimte change is going to
| npact natural resources, for exanple. It is going to
| npacted increased instability in various parts of the

world. It is going to inpact mgrations and so on. And, in
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addition to that, we have infrastructure chall enges here at
home -- witness sone of our hurricanes. So clinmate change
does i npact.

But the President is looking at it at a much broader
angle than I am | amlooking at it froma strictly
mlitary standpoint, and froma strictly mlitary standpoint
| am putting China-Russia up there. That is not, however,
in conflict with the acknowl edgenent that climte change or
I nfrastructure or education systens -- national security has
a broad angle to it. | amlooking at froma strictly
mlitary standpoint.

Senator Craner: | just think it is peculiar that the
Presi dent would go to another continent and tell our
servi cenenbers there that the nunber one threat is climte
change, albeit a threat.

My tinme has expired. Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Craner.

In collaboration with the ranking nenber, and at the
request of the panel to take a short break at this tine, |
woul d nove to recess for 10 mnutes. It also would allow
people to go to the vote, which has just been called. And
so wwth that I would ask for a 10-m nute recess.

[ Recess. ]

Chairman Reed: Let ne call the hearing back to order

after the short recess, and recogni ze Senator Bl unenthal for
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hi s questi ons.

Senat or Bl unenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman. Thank you,
M. Secretary, Chairman M| ley, for your extraordinary
service, and thank you for being here today.

| have been very concerned about the ship that
apparently has been sent fromlran to Venezuela. Apparently
two Iranian vessels are believed to be carrying arns
i ntended to transfer to Venezuela. As you know, these ships
are thought to be carrying weapons that would fulfill a deal
that Iran and Venezuel a nmade a year ago. W do not know the
types of weapons, at least as far as | know. There were
reports that Venezuel a was consi dering purchasing mssiles
fromlran, including |ong-range ones. Comercial satellite
| mgery of one of the ships shows fast-attack boats | oaded
on the deck, but it is still unclear whether those boats
wer e aboard when the ships began their journey.

| was pleased to see that a senior admnistration
official stated that delivery of these weapons woul d be a,
guote, "provocative act and understood as a threat to our
partners in the western hem sphere,” end quote, and that the
United States would reserve the right to take appropriate
measures, quote, "in coordination with our partners to deter
the transit or delivery of such weapons."

Secretary Austin, allowing this ship to dock seens

significant to ne on many different levels. It would be the
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1 first time that Irani an vessels have made such a transit,

2 and the precedent of allowing Iran to provi de weapons to the
3 region causes me grave concern. Do you share that concern,
4 and how woul d such delivery effect the region, in your view?
5 Secretary Austin: WlIl, Senator, thanks for the

6 question. | am absolutely concerned about the proliferation
7 of weapons, any type of weapons, in our neighborhood. And

8 so | share your concern.

9 Senator Blunenthal: Can you tell ne whether the

10 adm nistration knows exactly what is on those I|ranian

11  vessel s?

12 Secretary Austin: | would like to take that

13 conversation, either that question for the record or we

14  could take that conversation is another forum

15 Senator Blunenthal: | would be glad to do it in

16 another setting. Have you had any conmuni cation with your
17 colleagues in other nations in this hem sphere?

18 Secretary Austin: | have not had any discussions with
19 any other nations in our hem sphere on this issue.

20 Senator Blunenthal: Let nme ask you, on the topic of
21  white supremacy and violent extremism which you and | have
22 discussed both in your confirmation hearings and privately,
23 | understand that there will be a task force report. Can
24  you tell us when that report will be rel eased?

25 Secretary Austin: | amsorry, Senator. | did not

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.
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guite hear the question.

Senat or Blunenthal: Can you provide an update as to
the status of the extrem smtask force that you announced
recent and when this conmttee can expect to be briefed on
the results?

Secretary Austin: As you recall, Senator, early on in
ny tenure | asked the force to conduct a brief standdown to
di scuss the issue of extremsmin our ranks, and let ne
preface what | amgoing to say by saying that, you know, I
amtotally convinced that 99 percent of our troops are
focused on the right things and doing the right things and
enbracing the right values each and every day. But as | may
have nmentioned to you earlier, | believe that small nunbers
can have an outsized effect regarding this issue.

So we did gain sonme insights fromthe standdown, and it
was a great opportunity for |eaders to have di scussions wth
ot her | eaders, and | eaders to have di scussions with
subordi nates, and tal k about those behaviors, and we are
focused on behavi ors, those behaviors that are not supported
by the val ues that we enbrace.

In addition to that, we stood up a counter-extren sm
wor ki ng group which routinely nonitors our efforts across
the Departnent in terns of what we are doing to nake sure
that we counter extrem smor extrem st behaviors. They are

refining our policies and al so gaining a better
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under st andi ng of the conplete challenge. And certainly, you
know, | can have the | eadership of that working group cone
to brief you, upon request, or any tinme you want.

Senator Blunenthal: | would very nuch appreciate that,
M. Secretary, and | applaud the efforts that you are naking
agai nst that probably less than 1 percent, as you said, 99
percent. But | think it is an even nore overwhel m ng
majority who adhere to the basic val ues and are dedi cat ed
patriots, and the focus on that less than 1 percent is well
war r ant ed, because they may have an outsized effect. And so
| woul d wel come an opportunity to learn nore fromthe task
force whenever it is appropriate to do so. | wll be in
touch with your office, if that is okay.

Secretary Austin: And | would absolutely agree with
you, Senator, that it is less than 1 percent. W wll gain
better insights, and al so equip our force with better
policies and definitions.

Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Blunmenthal. Senat or
Bl ackburn, pl ease.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you, M. Chairman, and |
appreciate that you all are here today.

Secretary Austin, | want to cone to you on the issue of
nucl ear deterrence. And when you went through your

confirmati on hearing we had a di scussi on about that, and in
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your advance policy questions you had nade a statenent, and
| am quoting you, "The tipping point where we nust

si mul t aneously overhaul these forces is now here." That was
your conment in reference to nuclear deterrence. And while
we are | ooking at this budget that is before us, we see that
noderni zation is fully funded. But then when you | ook at
def erred mai ntenance, you see that it cuts hundreds of
mllions of dollars fromthe enacted |level, the NNSA s

def erred mai nt enance budget.

So we know that nore than half of the NNSA facilities
are over 40 years old. Thirty percent date back to the
"40s. So to nme, this sounds |like we are at a tipping point
when we discuss these facilities. So was that deferred
mai nt enance cut coordinated with DoD, and realistically,
what effect will it have on the ability of the NSNA to neet
t he DoD requirenents?

Secretary Austin: To ny know edge it was not
coordi nated with DoD, and what | would say to you though,
Senator, is that it is very inportant to nme and to our
Departnment to make sure that we work with the Departnent of
Energy to ensure that we achi eve our common goal of
mai nt ai ni ng a robust nucl ear deterrent. And you have ny
commtnent to make sure that | remain engaged with DOE to
make sure that the right things are happening in this

regar d.
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Senator Bl ackburn: Ckay. Then let nme ask it |ike
this. Wat are the consequences that happen if we do not
noderni ze and bring this infrastructure, maintain this
I nfrastructure?

Secretary Austin: You have head ne say before,
Senator, that, you know, | am absolutely commtted to the
noderni zation of the triad, and you know t hat we have
dedi cated $28 billion in this 2022 budget to that effort.
Mai nt enance is also inportant, and again, with respect to
NNSA, we will remain engaged with DCE to nake sure that the
ri ght things are happening and gain a better understandi ng
of what DOE's objectives are.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Well, you all frequently wll say
that infrastructure is a part of what you need to retain
talent, and | woul d expect that the enterprise's inval uable
wor kf orce, as they are, as we | ook at 21st century warfare,
that it is difficult for themto continue to work in
di | api dated and sonetinmes unsafe conditions. And | would
assume that that is a concern to you al so.

Secretary Austin: It absolutely is a concern, both for
what the issues that DoD controls and al so, you know, | am
sure it is a concern for all the things that DCE is
responsi ble for as well.

Senator Bl ackburn: Senator Fischer brought up to you

the action of the Acting Secretary of the Navy cancelling
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t he nucl ear sea-launched cruise mssile. So why was this

deci si on made before conpletion of the nuclear posture

revi ew?
Secretary Austin: Again, Senator, | have not seen the
meno, but like the Chairman, | will see it very shortly

after this hearing. And, you know, as | understand the

pur pose of that nmenp was to issue sone gui dance for planning
and evaluation to the Navy. But again, | amcommtted to
conducting a nucl ear posture review that we tal ked about
earlier, and that will be conducted, and that wll drive our
activities going forward.

Senator Bl ackburn: Well, | think that neno sent a
nmessage we did not want to send to Russia and China, when it
comes to great power conpetition

| did appreciate the Departnment being on pace to fully
fund the PDI, and the concern is the nunmber one PD ask was
t he GQuam defense systemto be fully funded at $350 mlli on.
But when you | ook through this, the funding totals for the
def ense of Guam procurenent and the Guam def ense devel opnent
line itens in the budget was $118.3 million, and that is
| ess than half of the noney that is required for this, which
I s the nunber one unfunded priority, if you will.

So | would Iike to hear you speak to that. You know,
we know that these fusion centers are vitally inportant. |

have done a good bit of work on these nultilateral fusion
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centers, and they serve a critical function of really
enhancing our intelligence, our information, our |ogistical
coordination. And future fusion centers are the conmanders'
nunber 11 unfunded priorities. These fusion centers al so
support investnents in mssion partner environnments, the
nunber 2 unfunded priority. So it seens |ike we have got a
pattern that is going there, and | would |ove for you to
address it. | know | amover and there are other waiting
for questions, and | would be happy to take that response in
writing.

Secretary Austin: W wll nost certainly get it to
you, Senator. Thank you very nuch.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bl ackburn. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Peters, please.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman, and each of
our W tnesses here today, thank you for your service, and
t hank you for being here today.

But I want to start first by saying how di sappointed --
and | will just say, actually, quite angry -- at a recent
deci sion nade by the Air Force to not award Selfridge Air
Nati onal Guard Base the F-35 international training mssion,
and ny feelings are based on the data and the criteria that
was presented by each of the installations that conpeted as

well as what the Air Force put forward. It is clear, from
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ny review of that, and others, that Selfridge was clearly
the superior choice in the matter, and this is clearly a
probl emthat, as we have seen before with the Air Force, as
all of you know, the GAO is now investigating strategic
basi ng deci si ons being nade by the Air Force over the | ast
few years. And w thout question this commttee, this body,
needs to retain confidence that the choices nade by the U S
Air Force are based on data and based on criteria and not at
a whim or whatever may be behind it.

So ny question for you, Secretary Austin, is, do | have
your conmtnent that you will reviewthe Air Force's F-35
I nternational training m ssion decision and we will have an
opportunity to talk about that?

Secretary Austin: You do have ny comm tnent that |
wll reviewit, as | do all of those types of decisions over
time. And | would also offer to have the Air Force cone in
and brief you on their decision. A r Force typically uses a
very detail ed process to nake those kinds of decisions, and
| would offer that politics has no place in this decision-
maki ng process, this type of decision-nmaking process.

And so, you know, if you desire for the Air Force to
cone and do a lay-down for you, | amsure that they wll be
willing to do that.

Senator Peters: WlIl, | appreciate that. | have had

some of those discussions already, but to nake sure that the
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process is indeed an objective process, it is critically

I nportant there is full transparency so that we can see not
only how Sel fridge ranked, based on that data and the
criteria, but also how the one that was sel ected al so
ranked, so there could be a true objective conparison of
that criteria. W tend to just get one side and not hear
the other side. | want to nmake sure that all of our
questions are asked. That is sonmething | assune you woul d
certainly support.

Secretary Austin: Thanks, Senator. M guidance and
requirenment is that we always try to be as transparent as
possi bl e.

Senator Peters: | appreciate that. Wile | understand
the fiscal year 2022 budget continues to fund PFAS
remedi ation, the reality is that the funding requested is
not anywhere close to being sufficient to address the
contam nation that we continue to find in M chigan, and
unfortunately hundreds of other sites all across the
country. And the price tag to address PFAS contam nati on
comes on top of what is already a staggering backl og of
environnmental renedi ati on needs facing the Departnent.

This is why | have joined ny fell ow Arned Services
Committee nmenbers in introducing legislation to expedite
cl eanup of sone of the nobst contam nated sites and why |

will continue to work to inplenent clear and enforceable
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standards to gui de those.

So Secretary Austin, how does the Departnent's budget
address the managenent chal | enge presented by these
literally forever chemcals? | knowthis is not a problem
that we are going to be able to solve in a year or, quite
frankly, even in the next decade. But the longer we wait to
address these toxic contam nations, the higher the eventua
cost is to our servicenenbers, to our communities, and,
quite frankly, to the U S. taxpayers.

Secretary Austin: Yeah. As you know there are
provisions in this budget to address renedi ation for
contam nated sites, and, you know, this will extend
obvi ously well beyond this budget. And so you have ny
commtment to continue to work this going forward.

| just recently nmet with EPA Adm ni strator a coupl e of
weeks ago to focus on this and a couple of other issues. It
was a very good neeting. W commtted to working together
and making sure that we net the standards of renedi ati on and
we had good procedures for renediation.

This is a significant challenge to our country, as you
poi nted out. You know, DoD is an elenent of a |arger
chall enge. Qoviously, we are not the only source of this
contamnant. But | would tell you that DoDis conmtted to
doing its part to remedi ati ng whatever damage has been done

in every part of this country where we have contributed to
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this.

Senator Peters: Well, thank you, Secretary Austin. |
appreciate your attention to both of the natters that |
raised, and I |look forward to working with you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Peters. Senator
Sul | i van, pl ease.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman, and
gentl enen, thank you for your service. Thank you, M.
Secretary. Ceneral MIley, you know how much respect | have
for both of you. You have a hard job, especially com ng
here to defend a budget you probably do not |ike or did not
support internally, but you have got to do it, and that is
t ough j ob.

But et nme just nention, budgets are a reflection of an
adm nistration's priorities. Take a |look at this chart. |
handed this chart out to you as well, this chart here. The
Bi den administration, inits $6 trillion budget bl owout,
clearly prioritizes defense and honel and security dead | ast.
Dead last. |If you look at in terns of inflation adjusted it
is actually a cut.

Now | think a |ot of us here, Denpbcrats and
Republ i cans, think national security should be prioritized
first, not last. | think you gentlenen probably believe
that. But inportantly, how can we tell the troops that you

are |leading that we are prioritizing their mssion, which is
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defendi ng Anerica, when it is clear that the Biden

adm nistration's prioritization of their mssion is last, a
decl i ni ng def ense budget when al nost every other agency in
t he Federal Governnment is getting a massive, double-digit

I ncrease?

M. Secretary, do you want to try to take that one on
first?

Secretary Austin: Thanks, Senator. Wat | wll tell
our troops, and what | have told themand wll continue to
tell them is that | truly believe that the President's
budget gives us the flexibility to go after the right m x of

capabilities to defend the nation and to deter aggression.

Senator Sullivan: No, | nean, | understand that. |
have been watching the hearing. | get it. | amjust
tal ki ng about the -- and again, it is tough question for you

because you are not in charge of these other agencies |ike
OVB and the White House is. But they are clearly not
prioritizing the mlitary and national defense relative to
any other agency at all. | nmean, |ook at this chart. They
are putting the national security mssion dead last in terns
of the prioritization of budgets. How do we tell our troops
that, hey, we are putting you first?

Secretary Austin: Qur troops are always first. They
are first now and they will always be first going forward.

And again, | do believe that we have what we need to go
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after the right capabilities.

Senator Sullivan: Gay. There has been a | ot of
focus, Senator Craner tal ked about this issue of climte
change. Cearly our country needs to address this issue.
This is a big issue in Alaska. | am always puzzl ed, though,
how our mlitary is task-organized to do this. You know, |
had the honor of serving with you at CENTCOM  Cener al
MIley, we overlapped briefly in Afghanistan. | do not
think in any of ny mlitary service | heard climte change
as a phrase nentioned once. | heard the Taliban, Iraq,
| ran, | EDs.

Neverthel ess, M. Secretary, in your opening statenent
you nentioned clinmate change 15 tinmes and lethality tw ce,
which | think is a bit of a m smatch.

I was just in South Korea and Taiwan. You guys al so
mentioned China is our pacing threat. Let nme ask a sinple
guestion that relates to these two priorities. Wat is a
nore i medi ate threat to our national security interests
that DoD has the capability of responding to, particularly

in the Asia-Pacific, a Chinese communi st invasion of Taiwan

or the challenge of climate change? | think it is a pretty
sinple question. | think it is actually a really sinple
answer .

M. Secretary, do you have a coment on that?

Secretary Austin: Well, first, | do not recal
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mentioning climte change 15 tines. | will go back and do
my word count.

Senator Sullivan: | think it was in your witten
st at enent .

Secretary Austin: GCkay. And let ne also be clear,
Senator, that lethality is inmportant. This is the nost
| et hal force that has ever occupied the planet, and it wl|
remain so going forward. And that is what we renmain focused
on in the Departnment of Defense, defending this nation, and
we will go after the capabilities required to do that.

Senator Sullivan: So Taiwan invasion by the Chinese
Communi st Party or climte change? | think it is very
sinple. What is the nost imedi ate threat DoD can respond
to?

Secretary Austin: The nost significant mlitary threat
that we are focused on, and you have heard ne say this
probably 100 tinmes, Senator, is China. It is our pacing
chal l enge, and that is what we have asked you, a nunber of
tinmes, to help us resource our efforts on that chall enge,
and | appreciate what you have done thus far, and |I know
that you will continue to help us going forward.

Senator Sullivan: Let nme ask one final question.
Sorry, M. Chairman. It is related to that. | have another
chart here. It shows that our budget increases or decreases

relative to the Chinese. The Chinese have dranatically and
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consistently increased their defense budget annually by at

| east 6 percent, sonetines as nmuch as 13 percent. W have

I ncreased ours, during the Trunp adm nistration, when the
Republ i cans controll ed the Senate. You see during the Biden
adm ni stration, Oobana-Biden, it was dramatically cut. Now
we are | ooking at cuts again.

What nessage does this chart send to China and our
allies in the region, and can we sustain our declining
conpar ative advantage over China, mlitarily, if these
trends continue? And this both for the Secretary and
General M| ey.

Secretary Austin: Well, a nessage that | am concerned
about is the nessage that we send to the world, and that is
that we are going to continue to go after the capabilities
and devel op the operational concepts to be able to deter
anyone who woul d venture to take on the United States of
America. So we will have the capabilities necessary to
defend this nation.

Senator Sullivan: GCeneral?

CGeneral MIley: So, Senator, a couple of things.
want to go back and nake two points on the budget piece,
explaining it to the soldiers, sailors, airnen, marines,
guardi ans out there. W are getting $715 billion if this is
passed. That is a lot of noney. That is 50 percent of the

entire President's budget. That is 1 out of every 2 dollars
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in the discretionary spending of the Federal Governnent.
That is not a small anobunt of change. The increases that
you show on your chart, those are factually correct, but
relative to the whole and in context, we are getting a | ot
of nmoney. So that is the first thing.

The second thing is relative to clinmate change.

Par agraph one of every operations order | have ever seen for
41 consecutive years says eneny situation to include weat her
and terrain. W always consider weather, and clinmte change
Is weather at the strategic level. It has mlitary inpact.
W are not going to change clinmate change. The Depart nent
of Defense is not going to change climte change. But we
must consider it in on our strategic calculations, all the
time, because it is going to increase instability overseas
and it has inpact on our infrastructure here. So climte
change is real

The mlitary threat is China, as the Secretary just
said, is the pacing threat. W are calculating all of our
calculations relative to that as the pacing threat, and
others are second in nature.

And the third piece, relative to the China versus U. S.
spending. This is a disturbing trend -- there is no
question about it -- with respect to China. They have nade
a maj or econom c investnent in developing their mlitary.

It has been going on for 20 or 30 years. The gaps that used
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to exist, say 20, 30 years ago, were like this. Today they
are like that. And the Chinese have a deliberate plan to be
a global challenger to the United States of Anerica,
mlitarily, by md-century. Now we have got to continue
strong investnments in our mlitary, and | think this budget,
for this year, is an adequate investnent right now W have
to set the conditions, though, to pivot to the future
character of war with the pacing threat of China.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan. Let ne
now recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Duckworth.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
norni ng, gentlenmen. Thank you so nuch for being here today.
Thank you for your service to our country.

Wil e responding to the COVID 19 pandem c, natural
di sasters and civil unrest, or seanmlessly integrating with
the Joint Forces and overseas operations, the National CGuard
and reserve conponent continues to answer the call. Over
t he past 20 years, the high demand for reserve conponent
forces has necessitated a shift froma strategic reserve to
an operational force. |In fact, |ast June, over 120,000
National CGuard troops were nobilized, nore than at any tine
since World War 11.

In short, our nation relies on our reserve conmponent

forces, the reserves and the National Guard, to defend the
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United States and fulfill the DoD s national security
responsibilities. However, even though the National Guard
and reserves are serving in critical capacities and in
dangerous duty assignnents, they are not receiving the sane
pay and benefits as their active duty counterparts. The
conplexity of the current slate of duty statuses adds
unnecessary confusion to activating reserve conponent
forces. The disparity in pay and benefits between different
duty statuses can al so incentivize mani pulating orders to

m nimze the servicenenbers' access to benefits.

| believe duty status reformis necessary to ensure the
Nati onal Guard and reserve forces receive equal pay and
access to the health care and educati onal benefits they
deserve for the work that they do. Bottomline:
servi cenmenbers doing the sane job in the sane place should
not earn different pay and benefits based on their duty
st at uses.

Ceneral MIlley, could you pl ease update ne on the DoD s
pl ans to address reserve conponent duty status reform and
when do you antici pate rel easi ng your findings?

General MIley: Thanks, Senator. As part of the Joint
Force, active duty, reserve, and National CGuard, it is a
total force, and we have a conmtnent to ensure that we have
appropriate and fair pay and benefits given to our National

GQuard troops and our reservists. That reformeffort is
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underway. W are reviewing that. | cannot give you the
exact date of when we wll have that to you, but we are
working it, and we are working it very hard, and we are
working it wwth both the National Guard Bureau and each of
the Services. But we do recognize the need to ensure that
it is evenly applied in terns of pay and benefits to the
soldiers in the reserve conponent, or the troops in the
reserve comnponent.

Senator Duckworth: Well, will you also conmt to
maki ng sure that whatever the reform proposal is that is
appropriated shaped to elimnate orders mani pul ati on and
current pay and benefit disparities?

General MIley: Sure. Absolutely. You know, our
commitnent is to ensure that everyone who wears the cloth of
our nation, whether they are active, GQuard, or reserve, no
matter where they are, are treated equally in all respects,
to include pay and benefits. And | commt that to you and I
will get you the answer on the exact date of when the reform
proposal s are due in.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. Secretary Austin,
reserve conponent servicenenbers are required to maintain
the sane proficiency in certain critical skill sets as their
active conponent counterparts, even though they do not
necessarily put on the uniformevery day. This is

especially true for pilots, for exanple. They only received
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incentive pay at a fraction of the anount of active
servi cenenbers.

| believe every servicenenber, whether active or
reserve, deserve to be fairly conpensated for maintaining
m ssi on-essential skills. And the RAND Corporation has
shown that incentive pay can help inprove retention and is
far nore cost effective than training new servi cenenbers to
repl ace those who separate.

As we continue to strengthen our National Guard and
reserve forces, we nmust retain our tal ented servi cenenbers.
That is why | introduced the bipartisan National Guard and
Reserve Incentive Pay Parity Act, to hel p ensure that
reserve conponent servicenenbers in high-skill roles are
conpensated at the sane rates as they active duty
counterparts.

Secretary Austin, will you conmt to exploring options
such as the Incentive Pay Parity Act, to help inprove
retention, especially of those servicenenbers with critical
skills?

Secretary Austin: | wll, Senator, and for all the
reasons that General MIley, you know, our Guard and reserve
have done amazing work. The skill sets that you are talking
about in many cases are warfighting or conbat-rel ated
skills, and so it is absolutely inportant that they are

proficient, and they should receive the sane proficiency
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pay.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. | have one fina
question | wll submt for the record, but it has to do with
noderni zation efforts to continue across the Joint Force,
and wanting to know whether DoD and the mlitary services
are factoring in program performance into decisions about
how to prioritize budget requests to adequately resource
successful prograns such as future vertical lift. But |
will submt that for the record.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Duckworth. Let ne
recogni ze Senat or Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. First off, | want
to thank each of you for your willingness to serve. You
have very significant roles for our country. Probably the
nost inportant thing we can be doing is making sure we
defend our freedons.

Wul d any of you disagree that when you are thinking
about Communi st China you are thinking about a party that
either wants world dom nation or, in the worst case, wants
to absolutely control the |Indo-Pacific?

Secretary Austin: | do believe that their goal is to
control the Indo-Pacific, and | also believe that they
desire to be the dom nant to preem nent country in the

world. And so | think they are working towards that end.
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Senator Scott: So would you all disagree that their
goal is to eventually take back Taiwan, a great Anerican
ally? You wouldn't disagree with that, right?

Secretary Austin: | would not disagree with the point
that they have a goal of eventually uniting Taiwan with
Chi na.

Senator Scott: And that woul d be whether they do it
voluntarily or involuntarily, through the mlitary.

Do you all believe that we are going to just continue
to see nore surveillance by the Communi st Party of China of
American citizens and our allies around the world? W are
seeing nore surveillance all the tine. You agree with that,
right?

Secretary Austin: | nean, it stands to reason that
what ever | evel of surveillance that is ongoing now wl|
continue, and quite possibly increase going forward.

Senator Scott: So if you ook at this, you saw what
Senat or Sullivan brought up. You saw the fact that year
after year they are investing nore in their mlitary. Their
goal is to have an econony bigger than ours. And you seem
to agree that if they have an econony bigger than ours they
are going to increase their defense spending. And as
General MIlley says, it is getting closer and cl oser.

And if China is able to pull this off, then our

opportunities all over the world, opportunities of Anerican
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citizens and our way of life, is going to change, right? |If
they can do fulfill their goals, then our opportunities wl]l
be di m nished. Wuld you all agree with that?

Secretary Austin: You know, |I woul d describe our
relationship with China currently is one of conpetition.
Agai n, you have nentioned that they desire to be the
preem nent country on the planet, and that is, in fact, the
case. Their md- to long-termgoal is to do that. They
| ook to conpete with us, not only mlitarily but across a
spectrum of activity. And what you see us doing, the
mlitary and in other sectors in our governnment, is making
sure that we remain conpetitive, econom cally, making sure
that we are devel oping the best -- we continue to devel op
t he best scientists in the world, and we do the nost
conprehensive research. So it is a conpetition across a
broad spectrum of activity.

Senator Scott: So if you follow through the reasoning,
I f China wants to be either Indo-Pacific or world dom nant,
i f they build an econony bigger than ours, if they continue
to out-invest us in the mlitary, which they are, at |east
growi ng faster than we are, then what are you all doing to,
one, inform Anerican citizens of the risk, because, you
know, we all do a budget based on what the Anerican citizens
believe the priority is -- that is how we elect our elected

| eaders. So what are you all doing to, one, informthe
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public of the risk of Comruni st China, and ensure themthat
we have the budget we need to make sure that in 5 or 10 or
15 years we are not sitting here, saying we wi sh we woul d
have done nore, we all saw this threat but we didn't do
enough about it?

Secretary Austin: Yeah, just about every tine you hear
me speak, Senator, | know you probably grow tired of ne
t aki ng about the conpetition with China. But that is ny
focus. M nunber one focus is to defend this nation and
protect our interests. Qur pacing challenge is, and w |
continue to be, China. And again, we are going after the
capabilities that can match the operational concepts that we
are putting into play and allow us to be not only
conpetitive but actually domnant in this conpetition.

So that is what the Departnent of Defense is doing, and
| think you see activity across the entire governnent that
I s focused on making sure that we not only can conpete with
Chi na but maintain our edge with respect to China.

Senator Scott: Do you think it is inportant that in
your role that you informthe Anmerican public of the risk of
Communi st China so everybody will be nore focused on maki ng
sure we have the mlitary budget we need?

Secretary Austin: W do so, routinely, and we w |
continue to do that, Senator Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Thank you, Chairnman.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Scott.
Let nme recogni ze Senator Rosen, please.

Senator Rosen: Thank you, Chairman Reed, Ranki ng
Menber | nhofe, for holding this hearing. | would like to
thank the wi tnesses for your service to our great nation.
Thank you for being here today.

Ri ght before the break, Senator Cramer was talking to
you about our ISR requirenents and his concerns, and I am
concerned as well about the MQ9. So, Secretary Austin, the
M2 9 Reaper, | do not have to tell you, it is critical to
supporting our current intelligence, surveillance, and
recogni zance requirenments. A key part of the M9
architecture is the mssion at Nevada's Creech Air Force
Base. Last year, CENTCOM Conmander, Ceneral MKenzi e,

i ncl uded additional M9 funding at the top of his unfunded
priorities, and in April he told this coomttee of the MY
9's inportance and his need for nore of them not fewer.

The Air Force today still lacks the | SR capacity to
meet conbat ant commanders' requirenents contained in the
2018 National Defense Strategy. Despite this, the
Depart nment has previously proposed cutting this platform
their nost cost effective, wthout a programof record to
replace it, which would further risk wi dening the ISR
capability gap that General MIley tal ked about.

So Secretary Austin, what is the Departnent's plan for
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the M9, and given its inportance, cost effectiveness, and
the requirenent for conbatant conmanders for nore ISR
assets, why has the Air Force cut funding for this program
W thout a program of record to replace it?

Secretary Austin: Well, thank you, Senator. | think
you heard General MIlley talk earlier about the way
conbat ant commanders view | SR, havi ng been a conbat ant
commander in a former life. | can tell you | agree with
him There is never enough ISR -- | wll always want nore.

The Air Force has conmmtted to taking off a nunber of
lines of ISR, but they are not reducing the tails, the
aircraft, that go with those lines. Wat they are doing is
maki ng sure that they upgrade and nodernize their aircraft,
where possible, and so that they can network the aircraft
better. So the nunber of tails is not being reduced. The
nunber of lines is being reduced slightly.

Senat or Rosen: So can you get to us sone information
about that so we know what the programof record wll be
going forward and how it can inpact us?

Secretary Austin: Absolutely.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | appreciate that.

I would like to nove on to talking a little bit about
| rani an aggressi on, how we conbat that, because Iranian-
backed mlitias, of course, are increasingly targeting U. S

i nstal | ati ons, our servicenenbers in lIraq, via rocket and
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drone attacks. Iran continues to be the world' s |eading
state sponsor of terrorism a threat to the U S allied
interests all across the world, be its ballistic mssile
program its support for terrorist proxies |ike Hezboll ah,
Hamas, KH, AAH, and many ot hers.

And so according to a recently rel eased annual threat
assessnent of the U.S. Intelligence Commttee, and | quote,
"Iran-supported Ilraqi Shia mlitias will continue to pose
the primary threat to U S. personnel in lIraqg."

So to Secretary Austin and General MIlley, with the
constant threat to the U S. and coalition forces in the
M deast posed by Iran and Iran-backed mlitia groups, what
are we doing to counter them and how are we proactively
protecting our forces and personnel? Do we have what we
need to do that and prevent them prevent these mlitias and
terrorists fromtargeting our U S. troops in the region?

Secretary Austin: Yeah. W certainly continue to
demand that Iran cease its malicious behavior in the region,
in terns of its support of the Iranian-backed Shia mlitia
groups, and we demand that they cease providing them
noder ni zed equi pnent so that they can conduct these kinds of
attacks. We are doing everything within our power and our
capability to make sure that our troops that are forward
depl oyed have adequate protection. W are engaging the

Iragi | eadership to nake sure that the Iraqgi | eadership does
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what is necessary to help protect our citizens, who are
there to help the Iraqgi governnent.

General MIley: So | would say, in addition to
everything the Secretary said, is think offense-defense. So
in terms of defense, the force protection of the force, the
di sposition of exactly where they are at, how many they are
at, what the hardening of those sites, we are doing all of
t hose neasures. In addition to that, we have air defense
capabilities -- SeaRAMs, counter-rocket and nortar, and
counter-UAS systens that were put in place. Those have been
proven quite effective, actually, against sone of the Shia
mlitia groups' capabilities. W are going to continue to
reinforce all of that.

On the offense side, | will not discuss it here but |
can discuss it in some detail in a classified session as to
what we can do, what we are prepared to do, and what we have
al ready done. All of that in conbination we think is
mtigating the risk. It certainly does not reduce it to
zero. It is a dangerous environment. W all recognize
that. But we have got to continue to work by, with, and
t hrough the Iraqi government, because they are the first
line of defense for the protection of our forces in their
country.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | just want to be sure that

we have assets on the ground to defend Anmerican
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installations in lraqg and Syria --

General MIley: W do.

Senat or Rosen: -- and other places in the Mddle East.

General MIley: W absolutely do.

Senator Rosen: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen. Senator
Hawl ey, pl ease.

Senator Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks to
the witnesses for being here. Thank you for your service,
as al ways.

M. Secretary, if | could just start with you. | asked
you earlier this year if you agreed with the Nationa
Def ense Strategy assessnent that the U S. mlitary needs to
be postured, and here is the quote, "to deter and prevent a
fait acconpli by an agile, opportunistic adversary." You
responded to ne in witing, which | appreciated, and |
appreci ated the response you gave, which was, you said, and
| am quoting you now, "Yes, | agree with the Comm ssion's
finding. A conbat-credible, forward deterrent posture is
i nstrumental to our ability to deter, and if necessary, deny
a fait acconpli scenario.” | assunme you still agree with
t hat .

Secretary Austin: | do, Senator.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. And would you al so agree

then, | assune that this would apply to our ability to
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maintain the ability to defeat a Chinese fait acconpli
agai nst Taiwan. |s that accurate?

Secretary Austin: That is accurate, Senator. | think
nobody wants to see a unilateral change of the status quo
Wi th respect to Taiwan. You have heard us say that we are
comritted to hel ping Taiwan defend itself, in accordance
with the Taiwan Rel ati ons Act, the three conmuni ques, and
the six assurances. And so our position has not changed in
that regard, and we will continue to help them devel op the
capability.

Senator Hawl ey: Ceneral MIlley, if | could just get
you on this as well. Wuld you agree that the U S. should
maintain its ability to defeat a Chinese fait acconpli

agai nst Taiwan, if necessary?

CGeneral MIley: | absolutely would, but, Senator,
frankly, | amnot sure what a Chinese fait acconpli in
Taiwan is. |If you are talking about a mlitary invasion of

Tai wan, crossing the straits, the Taiwan Straits, with a
sizeable mlitary force to seize an island the size of

Tai wan against the mlitary that they have and with the
popul ati on that they have, that is an extraordinarily
conplex and difficult operation. Even against an unopposed
force that is a very hard thing to do. But | can assure you
that we have the capabilities if there were politica

deci sions nmade in accordance with the Tai wan Rel ati ons Act
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and so on. But we do have mlitary capabilities.

Senator Hawl ey: To defeat such an attenpted invasion
IS what you are saying, CGeneral Ml ey.

General MIley: Yes.

Senator Haw ey: CGot it. Good. Wuld you agree, M.
Secretary, if | can just come back to you, would you agree
that we need to be, when we think about deterring China,
that we need to be as focused on deterring China in the next
3, 5, 7 years as we are 10 to 15 years fromnow? | am
asking this -- the context for this is we have heard now
fromthe out goi ng PACOM Commander, fromthe i nhcom ng PACOM
Commander, we just heard earlier this week fromthe forner
Deputy National Security Advisor that China is increasingly
aggressive and that the window to deter that aggression may
be shorter than we had thought.

So thus ny question. Wuld you agree that we need to
be focused on deterring themin the short to nediumterm 3,
5, 7 years, including the | onger ternf

Secretary Austin: W do, and | would say that those
two i ssues are not nutually exclusive, Senator. As you
know, they conplenment each other. Wiile we are devel oping a
future capability, we certainly have to bridge to that
capability, and that is absolutely our focus.

Senator Haw ey: Geat. Geat.

General MIley: Senator --
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Senator Hawl ey: Yeah, Ceneral.

General MIley: -- 1 would say the key here is
deterrence. W are in a condition of strategic great power
conpetition. It needs to stay at conpetition, and
deterrence is key to prevent it fromgoing from conpetition
to incident or conpetition to war.

Senat or Hawl ey: Yeah, very good. | amglad you
mentioned that, and if | could just follow up on that,
General. The adversary, the conpetitor in this case, China,
knowi ng that we have the ability to deter them we have the
ability to do what you said a mnute ago, which is if they
shoul d choose mlitary aggression, we have the ability,
shoul d we choose, to deny that aggression, that is inportant
for deterrence, is it not, them know ng we have the
capability?

General MIley: Yeah. | nean, in sinple terns, |
mean, deterrence is actually a very conplex thing, but in
sinple terns you have to have the capability, your opponent
has to know you have the capability, you have got to

comruni cate that capability to your opponent and he has to

know it, you have to conmunicate your will to use it, if
necessary, and both actors have to be rational. |If all of
t hose conponents are there, in sinple terns, you wll be

able to achieve a state of deterrence. Thus far, It is

achi eved.
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Senator Hawl ey: Very good. Thank you for that.

M. Secretary, let nme just ask you in this context then
about the Departnent's request for the Pacific Deterrence
Initiative. |In your request you include, if | understand it
correctly, $23 mllion for force design and posture
i mprovenments, out of the $2.2 billion that is required. |
amtrying to understand how providing our forces in the
Pacific with just 1 percent of the funding they need for
posture inprovenents to support those conbat-credible,
forward deterrent posture that we are tal ki ng about, how can
we do that and say that we are going to maintain the ability
to deter or deny a fait acconpli?

Secretary Austin: Yeah. So Senator, | would flag for
you just a couple of issues. The first issue is that, as |
said earlier, that our intent is to make sure that with
respect to the PDI investnent that we neet the congressional
intent, and we believe we have invested in a nunber of
things that neets that intent, and we will neet with your
staff and explain where the investnents are, to make sure
that the | anguage is not confusing.

The second thing is we have invested $5.1 billion in
the PDI.

The third thing | would flag for you is that, you know,
much of what we are investing in, in terns of capability is

really focused on our efforts to counter the chall enge
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presented by China. And | would al so say that when we speak
of deterrence, we are not tal king about just air, |land, and
sea. W are tal king about using every capability across all
domai ns, to include cyber and space. W are talking about
integrating the capabilities of our allies, which |I believe
is very, very inportant. And we are tal king about using
every lever that the United States Governnent has avail able
toit to, in fact, effect that deterrence.

Senat or Hawl ey: Thank you very nmuch. | have got sone
nore questions for you on this, M. Secretary. | wll
followup with you in witing. But | appreciate the
opportunity to engage with you on it. Thank you, Ceneral.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Haw ey. Senat or
Tuberville, please.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you for being here today.

Chai rman Reed: Put your m crophone on, please.

Senator Tuberville: Hello. Hello. Does that work?
Good. Thank you. | thought m ne was worn out after this
| ong day, M. Secretary.

| want to take a little different angle here. | have
been a teambuilder all ny life, and | amon the Veterans'
Affairs Conmmittee, and | have been talking ny first 6 nonths
here with recruiters out in the field for the mlitary. |

am huge mlitary person, mlitary brat, and | grewup in a
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mlitary famly. W talk about mssiles and bonbs and

shi ps, and you have got to have all of those. But if we do
not have the people, the best people we can possibly get, we
are going to be in trouble. It is |like winning a footbal
game -- the best players win ganmes. There is no doubt the
same thing within the mlitary, and we have al ways had a
strong mlitary.

| hear a |l ot of coments about, "Wiy should | get in
the mlitary? They did not |ook out for the people in Iraqg
and Afghani stan on the burn pits."” Gentlenen, we have got a
huge problem W are getting ready to spend hundreds and
hundreds and hundreds of billions of dollars for veterans
t hat have gone over and breathed that snoke and chem cal s
and all those things. W have got to nmake better decisions
than that. You know, all that noney we are going to get
ready to spend, you know, it could have gone to you guys, to
defense. But to ne it is going to be hard to recruit good
peopl e, the best people.

And | hear all this extrem smstuff, and again, | have
dealt with people all ny life. You know, you don't have to
| i ke each other to be on the team A lot of ny players
could not stand other guys on the team You know, they just
had personality conflicts. But at the end of the day, you
have got to |l earn respect. You have got to earn the trust

and dedication and all that fromyour teammates. | nean,
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you have got to learn that. And so | just hate for us to
get off on this tangent of the people that we have in the
mlitary.

Now in football, for instance, it is your coaches, when
you bring players in you have got to build a team You have
got to bring themtogether. Same thing in the mlitary.

You have got |ieutenants, captains, drill sergeants,
corporals, all those. Everybody's responsibility is to
bring that teamtogether. And the things that | am hearing
and seeing in the mlitary bases | have been going to the

| ast six nonths, and talking to recruiters, we are going to
have a tough tine. And then we have got to face the people
in big tech of taking the best and brightest, because cyber
I's one of the things that we have really got to get into in
the mlitary and continue to grow and to build in all of our
t echnol ogy.

You know, that being said, |I just want to nmake sure
t hat we understand, you know, that when we tal k about al
this equi pnrent and budget and all that -- and | understand,
we have got to have that. But if we do not have the people
it does not make any difference.

We had the Selective Service here a few nonths ago.
They sat right here and they told us that if we had a draft
today we woul d have 35 mllion people that we could draft

from 35 mllion. Only 450,000 of those 35 mllion are
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eligible to be in the mlitary, for one form or another.

That is not enough. That is not enough. W cannot build a
killing machine, which is what our mlitary is -- you can
say anything else. W have got to be able to kill the eneny
when they cone at us.

And so that is just sonething | have watched and
| i stened, | have been on the road talking, and | want us to
have the best mlitary in the world, and we probably do. |
want us to fund the best mlitary, but we have got to fund
our young nmen and wonmen that are going to get in the
mlitary, and they have got to want to cone in. They have
got to want to be there. They have got to want to be there
for the sinple fact that they want to fight for the best
country on the face of the earth.

Just one question | have got for you, Secretary Austin.
| wote you a letter, nme and Senators W cker and Craner, and
our concern was disturbing, about training materials com ng
fromour mlitary. And let ne be clear. Like you, we want
to see good order and discipline in the ranks, for our
mlitary to remain the nonpartisan institution that
Americans trust nore than any other. But what energed from
sonme of the Services revealed is a disappointing partisan
slant and a poorly defined First Anendnent rights for
mlitary nenbers.

This year we have seen nmultiple senior mlitary
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| eaders, in uniform fromofficial DoD channels, criticize
I ndi vi dual nenbers of the press. That ain't got nothing to
do with the mlitary. To nme, you have just got to go about
your busi ness.

W have seen the National Guard march on el ected
officials here, just down fromthis building. Senator
McDonough, we ask you to provide a report on what steps your
office will take to reprimand officers who inappropriately
engage in partisan behavior to ensure that the standdown
training materials conply with the guidance issued by your
office. W asked for that report no |ater than May 7th, and
we still have not gotten it. And | know you have been busy,
but we would just |ike to know, you know, the steps that we
are going to take to clanp down on people that do not
deserve to be in our mlitary.

| did not want to get up here and rant, but | have been
a recruiter all ny life, and we have got to be able to
recruit people, to spend this noney that we are going to
appropriate you in the right way, because we are in dire
straits. Secretary Austin, could |I get that comm tnent?

Secretary Austin: You certainly have that comm tnent,
and | would also like to offer a thought on what you just
said, Senator, and thanks for your continued support of our
great mlitary. And again, you have heard ne say this a

couple of tinmes today. | do not want our force, or anybody
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else in this country, to be confused. It is the nost |ethal
organi zation on the face of the planet, and it will remain
so, and it will remain the nost cohesive organi zation on the

face of the pl anet.

You know, when | cane in as the Secretary of Defense, |
i ssued gui dance to the force, and that gui dance i ncl uded
three things. M focus is on defending this nation and
protecting our interests, the second thing is taking care of
our people, and the third thing is teammork. And |ike you |
have put a couple of teans together too, and | have enpl oyed
those teans into conbat, and | have watched these youngsters
do amazing things, in support of their country and in
support of each other. It is unbelievable.

And so, you know, | have a pretty good feel in terns of
what it takes to create that kind of cohesion, and cohesion
is what is nost inportant to ne, just like it is to you,
Senator. | know you absol utely understand that, and you
have denonstrated that you understand that with sone
t remendous success over the years.

Regarding the burn pits, you know, the welfare of our
veterans is forenost in nmy mnd. | nean, that is sonething
that me and the Chairman both really care about. And I
would tell you that the Secretary of the VA Secretary
McDonough, shares that concern. And he and | worked

toget her closely on a nunber of issues, and we have vowed to
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make sure that we do not |ose our veterans as a transition
fromactive duty to retirenent or get out of the mlitary
and go do sonething el se.

| have inhaled those funes fromburn pits. The
Chai rman has inhal ed those funes fromburn pits. W know it
is inmportant to take care of our troops, and you have our
commtnment to remain focused on that.

But | would also say that this is not just the Arny's
problem It is not just the mlitary's problem This is
the issue for the United States of Anmerica. These are our
troops, and we are going to do everything we can to take
care of them And | know that all the great resourcers and
authorizers that are in this roomshare that sane
comm tnment, and we have felt that comm tnent going forward.
And | know that it is the reason that you asked t hat
guesti on.

But the question you have is, are we commtted to it?
And, Senator, | am absolutely commtted to naking sure that
we do what we can to ensure that this issue is addressed,
and | know that Secretary McDonough is working this issue
very hard, as well.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you for your
service. Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senat or

Tuberville.
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This is the second round. | wll recognize Senator
King, who wll ask one question, and he wll also preside
and concl ude the hearing, and then he will recognize Senator
Sullivan for one question. | would ask both the questions
and the responses be as concise and el oquent as they have
been all norning. Thank you very nuch.

Senator King: [Presiding.] Thank you, M. Chairman.
First, just a very brief observation. There has been a | ot
of tal k about budgets and conpari sons of budgets and budgets
with China. | yield to no one in terns of ny determ nation
to successfully conpete with China on all fronts. | would
poi nt out, though, even though they have had significant
i ncreases lately, their budget this year is still less than
one-third of ours. | think that is inportant just to have
t hat context, because we have been tal ki ng about growth, but
t hey were showi ng significant growth froma nuch | ower base.

Ceneral MIlley, | amgravely concerned about the nen
and wonen in Afghani stan who support and ai ded our troops,
and that we are not noving fast enough to be sure that they
are brought to safety. | think this is an essential noral
commitnent of this country, and also a practical one. |[If we
| eave these people to the tender nercies of the Taliban, |
do not know who is ever going to cooperate and hel p us again
I n anot her setting.

So | hope that both the Pentagon, the White House, and
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all the agencies of the U S. Governnent are committed to
this as an urgent priority, an urgent priority, and that if
we cannot repatriate all of these people to this country
that we at | east nake arrangenents to get them safely out of
Af ghani stan. Can you give ne your thoughts on that, please?

General MIley: Wll, Senator, first | think the
Presi dent, SecDef, the Secretary of State, nyself, others,
have all commented on the inportance of naking sure that we
keep faith with those that have supported us over the | ast
two decades in Afghanistan, and that clearly is our intent,
and we will do that.

In ternms of specific actions, Departnent of State has
the Il ead on the Special Immgrant Visa program and sone
other programs with respect to those Afghans that have
supported us. That planning is working through the system
right now But | can commt to you that it is ny belief
that the United States Governnment will do what is necessary
In order to ensure the safety and protection of those that
have been working with us for two decades.

Senator King: Thank you. The term "working through
the systent is what gives nme sone concern.

Ceneral MIlley: Sure. | understand.

Senator King: This is an absolutely urgent priority
over the next 6 to 8 weeks, | would say, as our troops draw

down. So | appreciate your commtnent on that.
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And, M. Secretary, | assunme you will nake absolutely
the same comm t nent ?

Secretary Austin: You are correct, Senator. This is
very inportant to us, and we are pushing as hard as we can
on our end to nove as fast as we can. | know Secretary
Bl i nken has asked for an increase in authorizations in terns
of nunbers to nove into the SIV process, and | woul d ask
your support in providing that authorization. And again,
anything that you can do to expand our current capabilities
in terms of authorizations would be very, very nuch
appr eci at ed.

Senator King: | amsure the nenbers of this commttee
will work to that end, and | ook forward to working with you.

Senator Sullivan.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman, and | share
your views, and | know nost of the nenmbers of the committee
do, on keeping faith with those who supported us in
Af ghani stan. And, gentlenen, | appreciate you running the
gauntlet today. It is an inportant el enent of our
constitutional oversight responsibilities.

| have one final question. A growing and critical area
of great power conpetition with Russia, certainly, but also
with China is our strategy interests in the Arctic. And,

M. Secretary, as you know, and Ceneral, each of the

mlitary services, in some ways pronpted by this commttee,
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have now published an Arctic strategy. | think all of us

view this as a positive devel opnent. Both of you, during

your confirmation hearings, had commtted to focus on this
area of our national security, to fully resources each of

the Service Arctic strategies. Deputy Secretary Hicks,

t hrough her confirmation process, did the sane.

In a Strategic Forces Subcomm ttee hearing yesterday |
had the chance to ask General VanHerck, who is the NORTHCOM
Commander, in his role as the designated advocate for Artic
capabilities, how he saw each of the Services inplenenting
their respective strategies in the President's new budget
subm ssion. And he told ne that DoD resourcing for the
various Service Arctic strategies was, quote, "inching
al ong"” but that DoD, quote, "did not nove the ball very far
down the field with the FY 2022 budget."

So | want to ask both of you, do you share this view,
and how can we work to fully resource the Service strategies
t hat have been out, the DoD strategies that have been put
out in this inportant area of great power conpetition?

Secretary Austin: Thank you, Senator. You know, when
we tal ked before, | indicated to you that the Arctic and
Arctic strategy was inportant to ne, and that has not
changed. It remains so.

As you know, we are working on devel opi ng our Nationa

Def ense Strategy overall, and al so working through to refine
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our force posture globally. As we devel op that Nati onal
Defense Strategy, certainly the Arctic wll be an area that
we wll take into consideration and nmake sure that we have
the right enphasis, the right focus, and that strategy wll
drive our resourcing.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you. General MIley, do you
have a vi ew?

General MIley: Yeah, absolutely. W are commtted to
the Arctic strategy, and, you know, this whole issue with
the Arctic is a classic exanple of the strategic mlitary
i npact of clinmate change. As the snowcaps nelt, the ice
packs nelt, it is exposing further resources. The Russi ans
and Chinese are realizing that, so they are clearly trying
to exploit sone of that. And we are going to see increased,
not decreased, great power conpetition in the Arctic over
time, and we do need to resource, full resource the Arctic
strategy.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Senator King: Thank you. | would like to associate
nyself with Senator Sullivan's questions on the Arctic. It
is an incredibly inportant strategic area. | appreciate

your comm tnents.
Wth no further questions, and | understand the
deci si on has been nmade not to go to an additional closed

session, so | want to thank our wtnesses for their
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for your forthrightness, for the

2 information that you have shared, and nost of all,

3 service to our country.

4 Wth that this hearing is adjourned.
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for your

at 12:55 p.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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