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1 NOM NATI ONS -

9 The comm ttee net,

Wednesday, June 16, 2021

U S. Senate

KRASS, JONES, RATNER, SKELLY, BERGER

Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

pursuant to noti ce,

10 Room SH 216, Hart Senate O fice Buil ding, Hon.

11  chairman of the commttee, presiding.

12 Comm ttee Menbers Present:

13 Bl unent hal , Hirono, Kaine, King, Wrren,

14 Kelly, Inhofe,
15 Scott, Haw ey,
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Fi scher, Cotton, Rounds,

and Tubervill e.

www.trustpoint.one
www.al dersonreporting.com

Duckwort h,
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Jack Reed,

Tillis,

Senators Reed, G IIlibrand,
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
RHODE | SLAND

Chairman Reed: | would like to call the hearing to
order. The conmittee neets this norning to consider several
nom nees for positions in the Departnent of Defense. |
recogni ze that these noninations cover a w de range of
positions, so the discussion today may be broad. But given
the |l arge nunber of nom nees we need to confirm we are
slating themas soon as the nomnation is ready for a
hearing rather than by related positions. So please bear
with us.

Today we will consider the nomnations of Ms. Caroline
Krass to be General Counsel of the Departnment of Defense;
Ms. Gna Otiz Jones to be Under Secretary of the Air Force;
Dr. Ely Ratner to be Assistant Secretary of Defense for
| ndo-Pacific Security Affairs; M. Shawn Skelly to be
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for Readi ness; and Ms.
Meredith Berger to be Assistant Secretary of the Navy for
Energy, Installations, and Environnent. | thank the
nom nees for their service to the United States and their
wi | lingness to assune these inportant roles.

| would also like to wel cone the guests and famly
menbers who are here today. M. Krass, | wel cone your
husband, WIlliam and son, Janes, and | thank Senator Bennet

for joining us to introduce you, and he will be her shortly.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Ms. Ortiz Jones, | welconme your nother, Victorino, and
sister, Christi, and thank Senator Duckworth for her
I ntroduction via Wbex. And Dr. Ratner, | welcone your
wi fe, Jennifer, and nother, Esther.

I know each of the nom nees have fam |y nenbers who
woul d have liked to have been here but due to pandem c
restrictions they are proudly watching from hone.

Ms. Krass, you are nom nated to be General Counsel of
t he Departnent of Defense. |In addition to your current role
as the Senior Vice President and General Counsel at AIGin
New York, | would note your extrene experience as a senior
national security |awer in the Cbama and Bush
adm ni strations, including roles as General Counsel of the
Cl A, Acting Assistant Attorney Ceneral, and multiple |egal
counsel positions for the Wiite House, National Security
Council, and Departnment of Justi ce.

If confirmed, you wll serve as the principal |egal
advisor to the Secretary of Defense and gui de the | egal
framewor k under which the Departnent operates. |In the
i mredi ate future, it will be your responsibility to assi st
the Secretary of Defense in addressing extremsmin the
mlitary, and inplenenting the admnistration's
reconmendati ons regardi ng prevention and response to sexual
assault and harassnent, based on the work of the Independent

Revi ew Commi ssion and the Congress. You will also be

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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charged with coordinating the Departnent's |egislative
program and inproving its process for |egislative proposals,
whi ch, unfortunately, too often m ss the deadlines required
by this conmttee. | would ask that you share with the
comrittee today how you will approach these duti es.

Ms. Ortiz Jones, you have been nonminated to serve as
the Under Secretary of the Air Force. Your experience as an
Air Force officer, DI A analyst, and advisor to the U S.
Trade Representative during the Gohana admi nistration wll
serve you well in this role.

If confirmed, you will be faced with a nunber of
pressing challenges for the Air Force. The next Under
Secretary will need to run the day-to-day operations of the
Departnment while sinultaneously taking steps to build up the
acqui sition workforce and acquisition systemto expand the
size of the Air Force. You will also need to inprove the
falling retention rate of pilots and mai ntainers, a
situation that may very well get worse before it gets
better. Al of these duties will be further conplicated as
you aimto regain and nmaintain high |levels of readiness in
the aftermath of the COVID 19 pandenic

Dr. Ratner, you currently serve as Special Assistant to
the Secretary of Defense and Director of the Departnent's
China Task Force. |If confirmed as Assistant Secretary of

Def ense for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs, you wll

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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undertake the i mense responsibility of guiding the
Departnent's efforts in the nost strategically inportant
region of the world. | trust that your expertise gai ned
t hrough senior roles with then Vice President Biden, the
State Departnent, the Senate Foreign Relations Commttee,
and the Center for New Anerican Security will informyour
future role.

Last week the DoD China Task Force, which you | ed,
conpleted its work, and Secretary Austin initiated several
efforts to better focus the Departnent's strategy to address
the challenge fromChina. | hope you will share with the
committee the key findings of the task force and the
deficiencies that the Departnent nust inprove. |If
confirmed, your purview w || also include Southwest and
Central Asia, and | would ask that you outline how the
Departnment will conduct counterterrorismoperations in
Af ghani stan t hrough an over-the-horizon presence.

Ms. Skelly, you have been nom nated to be Assi stant
Secretary of Defense for Readiness. Wth over 20 years in
uniformas a Naval Flight Oficer, and a distinguished
civilian career with senior roles at the Departnent of
Def ense and Departnent of Transportation, and as the
Commi ssi oner on the National Conm ssion on Mlitary and
Nat i onal Public Service, your understandings of the duties

demanded of this position will be critical.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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There are several readi ness concerns that will require
your attention should you be confirned. Anong them
accurate, tinely readiness reporting is a constantly
evol ving process. This commttee has historically used the
NDAA to conpel DoD report, but there is an argunent that
readi ness reporting needs to adapt further to account for a
deeper picture of readiness instead of sinply listening
availability. Operational safety across the Services al so
must be inproved. W have sustained far too nuch self-

i nfl ected damage fromtrai ning m stakes and reckl essness,
and | woul d ask that you explain how the Departnent can get
the nost out of training opportunities while ensuring

mai nt enance and safety gaps are fi xed.

Finally, M. Berger, you have been nom nated to be
Assi stant Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installations,
and Environnent. |In addition to your current work at
M crosoft, | would not your prior experience in this subject
area as the Deputy Chief of Staff for the Departnent of the
Navy and as a policy advisor at the EPA during the OGhama
adm nistration. You will be responsible for managi ng the
Navy's physical footprint. Wthin that, you will need to
address several issues that have cone to this commttee's
attention, including the replacenment of the existing AF3
firefighting foamand the reformation of the Mlitary

Housing Privatization Initiative, which has yet to be

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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i npl enented with respect to various conponents of the Tenant
Bill of Rights.

Additionally, in the |ast few years, the Navy has
seem ngly abandoned its pursuit of hybrid electric drives
and certain classes of ships, despite docunented fue
savi ngs of roughly 37 percent. | would ask that you address
this issue as well as how you woul d approach restoring Navy
| abs, which continue to struggle to secure sufficient
funding for denolition, nodernization, and new construction
of facilities.

Thank you again to the nom nees. W all ook forward
to your testinony.

Now | et nme now recogni ze the ranking nenber, Senator

| nhof e.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U. S. SENATOR FROM
OKLAHOVA

Senator Inhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. | echo your
comments and thank our nom nees for being here, for the tine
and effort that you have spent hel ping our nation, and this
woul d be a great continuation.

Qur top mlitary |eaders have told us over and over
again that we are probably likely in the nost dangerous
position we have been in. | believe we are. | believe we
are. | quite often say |I | ook back wistfully at the days of
the Cold War. Things were predictable then. They are not
predi ct abl e any | onger now.

That is why | continue to highlight the nationa
defense roadmap to we have right here, and | want to nmake a
request now of each one of you. | suspect you probably
already read this, but do it again. And that is why | am
very much concerned with the budget that is recomended in
here for our mlitary is considerably nore than the budget
that the President is proposing at the present tine. So our
conpetitors are not letting up at all, and just |ast week
General MIley told us, in this conmttee, that conbined,
Russi a and Chi na budgets far exceed ours. This is sonething
we have not been dealing with in the past.

| would just el aborate one nore tine, |ike the chairman

did. First of all, Dr. Ratner, Secretary Austin has praised

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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your efforts for |eading the China Task Force. You have
great expertise in that area. M. Berger, you are charged
with overseeing the Navy housi ng. Housing has been probably
the nost | abor-intensive addressing this thing for the | ast
3 or 4 years, so you have got your work cut out for you
there. M. Krass, we would like to hear how you are going
to advise the Secretary of Defense in addressing DoD s
nunber one paci ng challenge, which is China. M. Otiz
Jones, you will need to bal ance the readi ness of your

noderni zation of the Air Force while also handling the space
obligations. And Ms. Skelly, you are going to have to end
up carrying out duties with an inadequate budget, so that is
going to be a difficult thing. W want to hear how you are
going to be able to do that, and we | ook forward to the
testi nony of each one of you.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator |nhofe.
Now | will ask a series of questions which are required of
all civilian nom nees. Sinply answer appropriately after
t he questi on.

Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

Ms. Krass: Yes.

Ms. Ortiz Jones: Yes.

M . Ratner: Yes.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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Ms. Skelly: Yes.

Ms. Berger: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outcone of the

confirmati on process?

Ms. Krass: No.

Ms. Otiz Jones: No.

M. Ratner: No.

Ms. Skelly: No.
Berger: No.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversight responsibility makes it inportant that this
commttee, its subconmttees, and ot her appropriate
committees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirmed, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?
Krass: Yes.

Otiz Jones: Yes.

Rat ner : Yes.

5 5 5 F

Skel ly: Yes.
Berger: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic communications in a tinmely manner

when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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ot her appropriate comrittees of Congress,
with the requestor
del ay or deni al

Ms.

5 5 S F

Krass: Yes.

Otiz Jones: Yes.
Rat ner: Yes.
Skelly: Yes.

Berger: Yes.

i n providing such records?

11

and to consult

regarding the basis for any good-faith

Chairman Reed: WII| you ensure that your staff

conplies with deadlines established by this comrittee for

t he production of reports, records, and other informtion,

including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the

record?

Ms.

5 5 S F

Krass: Yes.

Otiz Jones: Yes.
Rat ner: Yes.
Skelly: Yes.

Berger: Yes.

Chairman Reed: WII| you cooperate in providing

W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional

requests?

Me.

\%3
M.
\%3

Kr ass: Yes.
Otiz Jones: Yes.
Rat ner : Yes.

Skel ly: Yes.

www.trustpoint.one
www.al dersonreporting.com
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1 Ms. Berger: Yes.

2 Chairman Reed: WII| those wtnesses and briefers be

3 protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

4 Ms. Krass: Yes.

5 Ms. Ortiz Jones: Yes.

6 M. Ratner: Yes.

7 Ms. Skelly: Yes.

8 Ms. Berger: Yes.

9 Chai rman Reed: Thank you. | understand that Senator

10 Duckworth is

11 Otiz Jones,

on Webex, and she is going to introduce M.

so | would recogni ze Senator Duckworth for her

12 I ntroduction, and then we wll begin the testinony of the
13 wtness. W are still waiting for Senator Bennett for M.
14 Kr ass.

15 Senat or Duckwort h?

16 Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman. |

17 apol ogize that | amnot there in person. | amactually on

18 canpus at a mark-up in the Commerce Commttee. That is not

19 an indication of ny enthusiasmfor Ms. Otiz Jones. | think

20 she i s fabul ous.

21 So thank you so nuch for the opportunity to introduce

22 Presi dent Biden's nom nee to serve as the next Under

23  Secretary of

the Alir Force. Gna Otiz Jones is a forner

24 Air Force captain and a veteran of the Irag war. She is a

25 first-generation Filipino Arerican and a nenber of the LGBTQ

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.
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community. But nost of all, Gna is a dynamc | eader who is
dedi cated to serving her country.

| am here today to introduce G na because | am
confident in her ability to steer the Departnment of the Air
Force through a tine of significant change with agility,
determ nation, inspiration, and steadfast commtnent to
m ssi on acconplishnment. It wll not be an easy job. |If she
is confirmed, G na will be tasked with organi zing, training,
equi ppi ng, and providing for the welfare of nearly 700, 000
active-duty Guard and reserve servicenenbers, civilians, and
their famlies worldw de, al ongside the Secretary of the Air
Force. She will have to do so during a tinme when the
Departnent of the Air Force is rapidly nodernizing to
operate nore effectively in the Indo-Pacific region and to
| ead in the space donmai n, while maintaining enduring
strategic capabilities. Al of these mssions are vital to
our national security. The Air Force needs |eadership to
help it navigate these chall enges.

G na' s experiences have hel ped shape her into the
| eader that she is today. The daughter of an inmm grant
single nom she attended Boston University on an Air Force
ROTC schol arshi p, earning a bachelor's degree in East Asian
studies and a master's degree in economcs. She served on
active duty in the Air Force as an intelligence officer,

deploying to Iraq before returning to Texas to care for her

13

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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not her during a tine of illness.

Gna's path to the Air Force mirrors that of many
currently serving airnmen. Her experience in Irag has given
her a personal understanding of the toll that deploynents
take on servicenenbers and their famlies. And given that
she was comm ssi oned while the so-called "Don't Ask, Don't
Tell" policy was still in effect, G na knows what it is |like
to see amlitary that is not welcomng to her, and yet
still want to serve her nation anyway. It is difficult to
t hi nk of anyone better suited to | ead the nenbers of the
Departnment of the Air Force with understandi ng and
conpassi on.

After leaving active duty, G na continued her career as
an anal yst, both at U S.-Africa Conmand and at the DI A the
Def ense Intelligence Agency, where her portfolio included
operations in Latin Arerica. Gna also wirked in the Ofice
of the U S. Trade Representative, and received anot her
master's degree in global and international studies, as well
as a nmaster's of mlitary arts and science fromthe U S.
Arny School of Advanced Mlitary Studies.

Wth all that experience, it is safe to say that G na
under stands the chal | enges and opportunities that we face
gl obal ly, and know how our mlitary fits into that picture.

| would say just one nore thing about Gna's

gualifications. Wen she disagreed with how she saw t he

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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governnent being run, she did not just sit back and deci de
that it was soneone else's problem She left a prom sing

career in the intelligence conmmunity, took a risk, and ran
for office herself, because she believed in playing a part
to help her conmmunity.

Gna' s desire to be part of the solution and
wi |l lingness to play an active role in shaping the future of
Aneri ca speaks vol unes about her commtnent to her community
and to her country. This long history of engaged public
service gives ne confidence that if confirnmed to be Under
Secretary of the Air Force, Gna Otiz Jones would not just
be a trail blazer and an inspiring figure, though she is both
of those things, she will also be an experienced, |evel-
headed, and agile service | eader who is capable of hel ping
to shape the Departnent of the Air Force that America needs.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Duckworth, and now
let me first conmend Senat or Bennet for his exquisite
timng, like clockwork, and ask himto introduce Ms. Krass.

Senator Bennet: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman, and
t hank you to you and the ranking nenber to allowing nme to
join you this norning and introduce Caroline Krass,

Presi dent Biden's nom nee to serve as the General Counsel of
t he Departnent of Defense. Caroline and | are long-tine

friends. W have known each ot her since | aw school, where

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

16

she arrived as a Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford. | could
barely keep up with her then, and it turns out she was just
getting started, M. Chairnman.

Pick a job that would qualify soneone to serve as
General Counsel for the Departnent of Defense and there is a
good chance Caroline Krass has done it. She has clerked at
the U S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. CGrcuit. She worked
as a |lawer for the Treasury Departnent and the State
Departnent. She served as Special Counsel to the President
for National Security, a Deputy Legal Advisor to the
National Security Council, Acting Assistant Attorney Ceneral
at the O fice of Legal Counsel at the Departnment of Justice,
and as a prosecutor.

And in 2014, the Senate confirnmed her in an
overwhel m ng bi parti san vote as General Counsel for the C A
the first wonman confirned to that role. During her 3 years
as the CIA's top |legal advisor, Ms. Krass oversaw nore than
150 attorneys, working on highly sensitive |egal and policy
| ssues, fromoperational matters to cybersecurity to
privacy.

Over nore than two decades of public service, M. Krass
earned accol ades from across the political spectrum and
recei ved a nunber of awards for her work, including the
Departnment of Justice's highest award for an attorney, and a

medal fromthe Departnent of Defense for outstanding

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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servi ce.

After | eaving governnent, Ms. Krass built a
di stingui shed career in the private sector, where she has
|l ed a gl obal team of |awyers to navigate conpl ex |egal
I ssues fromprivacy to innovation. Her colleagues in
busi ness have gone out of their way to praise her, quote,
"proven expertise" and descri bed her as an outstanding | egal
talent. | could not agree nore.

Across her career, M. Krass devel oped a reputation for
a brilliant legal mnd, her tireless work ethic, and
unfailing integrity. | observed these qualities when |
first nmet her in | aw school nmany years ago, and they are
exactly what she will need for this inportant and tough new
rol e.

As ny coll eagues on this conmttee appreciate the
i ntersection of national security and the | aw has no
shortage of difficult, weighty questions, many with the
gravest of consequences, | trust Caroline to nake the right
call. She has the experience, the character, and the
judgnment. She is a true public servant in the truest sense
of both of those words, and she believes as | do that
Anerica's national security goes hand in hand with our
commtnent to American val ues, including privacy, respect
for human rights, and the rule of |aw

Ms. Krass has ny conpl ete and ent husi astic support, and

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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| urge the commttee to advance her nom nation w th anot her
overwhel m ng bi parti san vote.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bennet. And let ne
remnd the witnesses your witten statenents are part of the
record. | will recognize Ms. Krass and then we will go down
I n order.

Ms. Krass, your statenent, please.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HONORABLE CARCLI NE KRASS, NOM NEE TO BE
CENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTNMENT OF DEFENSE

Ms. Krass: Thank you, M. Chairnman, Senator |nhofe,
and di stingui shed nmenbers of the commttee, and thank you
very much to Senator Bennet for the kind introduction. It
is an honor to appear before you today as the President's
nom nee to be the General Counsel of the Departnent of
Defense. | amdeeply grateful to both President Biden and
Secretary Austin for their trust and confidence in ne, and
to the comnmttee for considering ny nom nation.

| would not be here today without the | ove and respect
of ny husband, WIIliam who has been by ny side for nore
than 30 years, and ny daughter, Emma, and son, Janes. | am
proud to be able to introduce you to Wlliamand to Janes.

| want to thank each of you on the commttee and your
staff nenbers for the tine you have devoted to the
confirmation process. | aminspired by the bipartisan
nature of this commttee, which is consistent with ny own
experi ence of serving for over 23 years as an Executive
branch | awyer in adm nistrations of both parties. | am
eager to return to governnent service and to continue to
foster the critically inportant and cooperative rel ationship
between this commttee and the Departnent of Defense. |
strongly believe that it is the General Counsel's duty to

ensure that the Arnmed Services Committees are kept properly

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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infornmed to further their own oversight responsibilities.

If confirmed, | believe that ny prior experience wll
serve nme well in providing sound and clear |egal advice to
Secretary Austin and the Departnent's | eadership team As
General Counsel of the CIA ny responsibilities included
ensuring conpliance with all applicable law. | al so spent
over a decade at the Ofice of Legal Counsel at the
Departnment of Justice, where | had the opportunity to
provi de | egal advice on a wide range of difficult |ega
I ssues to many governnent agencies, including the Departnent
of Defense.

Over the course of ny career, including two tours at
the National Security Council, | have devel oped productive
and collegial relationships with |lawers throughout the
national security comunity, including anong the career
civil service. Those relationships will heighten ny
ef fectiveness at assisting the nen and wonen of the U S
Armed Forces, together with the civilian DoD personnel, in
protecting our nation's security.

Finally, | have been fortunate to work with many of the
| awyers in the Departnent's O fice of General Counsel and
Chai rman's Legal, and | have been inpressed by their
dedication to the rule of law. It would be a privilege to
| ead the office, building not only on the | eadership

experience | gained as ClI A General Counsel and at OLC, but
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al so ny nore recent experience |eading a global teamas an
I n- house CGeneral Counsel in the private sector.

Thank you again for your consideration, and | | ook
forward to answering your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of Ms. Krass follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



1 Chai rman Reed:

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

Thank you very nuch.

www.trustpoint.one
www.al dersonreporting.com

22

Ms. Otiz Jones.

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

23

STATEMENT OF G NA ORTI Z JONES, NOM NEE TO BE UNDER
SECRETARY OF THE Al R FORCE

Ms. Otiz Jones: Good norning, Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe, and distingui shed nenbers of the commttee.
| am deeply honored to cone before you today as President
Bi den's nomi nee for Under Secretary of the Air Force. | am
grateful for your consideration of ny nom nation, and thank
you to Senator Duckworth for the kind introduction.

Today, | amjoined by ny nother Victorina Medenilla
Otiz, and ny sister, Christi. M nother immgrated to the
United States 43 years ago fromthe Philippines. She raised
ny sister and nme by herself, and she rem nded us every day
of our responsibility to give back to a country that had
given us so nmuch. It is why |I served, and why ny sister,
Christi, proudly serves in the U S. Navy to this day. | am
t hankful for ny nother and sister's unwavering | ove and
support. | want to thank nmy partner, Ana, for her
uncondi tional |ove, endl ess patience, and constant
encour agenent .

Perfecto Medenilla Ortiz, ny uncle, is not here today,
but his exanple and service al so hel ped ne be here today.

In 1967, he enlisted in the U S. Navy fromthe Phili ppines
and served as a steward, one of the few ratings open to
Filipinos at the tine. Undeterred, he signed up, because he

too wanted his chance at the Anmerican dream
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My own service started with a 4-year Air Force ROIC
schol arship that took nme from San Antoni o, Texas, to Boston
University. | was honored to wear our nation's cloth.
However, simlar to nmy uncle's |limted career opportunities
because of his ethnicity, ny experience in the Air Force was
hi ndered by the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. Yet |, too,
remai ned undeterred because of ny desire to serve our
country. That experience cenented ny resolve to ensure
anyone ready and able to serve can do so to their ful
potential, and accordingly, our country's fullest potential.

If confirmed, that tenet will guide ny service. That
I's what our airnen and guardi ans deserve, that is what the
Anerican people entrusting us with their sons and daughters
shoul d expect, and that is what the chall enges and
opportunities we face as a country require.

The Air Force and Space Force are at the forefront of
our nation's ability to neet those chall enges and
opportunities. If confirnmed, I will work with Departnent of
the Air Force | eaders to ensure the total force is ready to
deter, and if needed, win our nation's wars. G eat power
conpetition requires we fully harness the total force's
tal ents and courageously invest in nodernization efforts
t hat best equip our nen and wonen for the threats they wl|
face.

If confirmed, as the Departnment of the Air Force's
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Chi ef Managenment Officer, | will |ead guided by our need to
attain and maintain air and space dom nance, and our

col lective responsibility to foster an environnent where

ai rmen and guardi ans can serve w thout the fear of sexual
harassnent, sexual assault, and other behaviors that

t hreat en our readi ness.

If confirmed, | will focus on preparing the total force
for emerging challenges, fromthe Arctic to cyberspace,
whil e ensuring the Departnent's uni que val ue proposition to
the country, its contributions to the nuclear triad, are
i roncl ad.

Finally, great power conpetition requires we conpete
for the nation's top talent. To that end, if confirned, |
wi Il work across the Departnent to eradicate extrem st
behavi ors that are antithetical to one's solem oath to the
Constitution and degrade our ability to recruit and retain
our nation's finest talent.

| have been honored to serve our country in a nunber of
ways, as an Air Force Intelligence Oficer deployed to Iraq
supporting close air support m ssions, to advising on
mlitary operations on three continents, to serving in the
Executive Ofice of the President protecting Anerican
i ntell ectual property and guardi ng agai nst threats posed by
foreign investnents. | have seen a range of threats to our

country's econom ¢ and national security. But, as
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i mportantly, | have seen the indispensability of American
| eadershi p. That | eadership i measurably rests on the
service and sacrifices of those within the Departnent of the
Air Force, fromthe airnen and guardians, to the civilians,
to their | oved ones who nmake their service possible. It
woul d be an honor to help lead the total force.

Thank you for your consideration, and | |ook forward to
your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of Ms. Otiz Jones follows:]
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STATEMENT OF DR ELY RATNER, NOM NEE TO BE ASSI| STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR | NDO- PACI FI C SECURI TY AFFAI RS

M. Ratner: Good norning. Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe, and distingui shed nenbers of the commttee,
it is an honor to appear before you this norning as
Presi dent Biden's nom nee for Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Indo-Pacific Affairs.

| want to thank President Biden for nom nating ne for
this position, and Secretary Austin and Deputy Secretary
Hicks for their confidence in me. | had the privilege of
wor ki ng for both Senator Biden and Vice President Biden, and
| am grateful now for the opportunity to serve in the Biden-
Harris admnistration. As a former Professional Staff Menber
on the Senate Foreign Relations Commttee, it is also a
distinct privilege to return to the Senate today in this
capacity.

Most inportantly, | want to thank ny famly, including
ny parents, Joseph and Esther, and ny brother, Aaron, as
well as ny amazing wfe, Jennifer, and our two boys, lan and
Finn, for their incredible |love and support.

M. Chairman, if confirmed, ny top priority will be
positioning the Departnent of Defense to conpete nore
effectively with China. 'I have spent the better part of the
| ast two decades working on this challenge inside and

out si de of governnent, and strongly agree with the
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assessnent in President Biden' s Interim National Security
Strategi c Guidance that China is "the only conpetitor
capabl e of conbining its economc, diplomatic, mlitary, and
t echnol ogi cal power to nount a sustained challenge to a
stabl e and open international system™" |[If confirmed, |
woul d be honored to support Secretary Austin and Deputy
Secretary Hicks in their mssion to prioritize China as the
Departnment's nunber one paci ng chal |l enge.

To that end, since January, | have served as the
Director of the DoD China Task Force. Secretary Austin
charged the Task Force with conducting an assessnent of
China-related activities and providi ng recommendati ons for
the way forward. Based on those recommendations, the
Secretary issued an internal directive on June 9, that
initiated a series of efforts to better align the Departnent
with the stated prioritization of China.

During the course of the China Task Force, | consulted
regularly with Congress and was encouraged by the bipartisan
commtment to renewi ng American conpetitiveness and rising
to the China challenge. | firmly believe that a strong
bi parti san consensus on China is a strategic inperative for
the United States. [If confirmed, | would ook forward to
conti nued consultation and col | aboration with nmenbers of
this conmttee, on both sides of the aisle.

Even as we prepare to prevail in future conflicts, it
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is critical to underscore, as Secretary Austin said
recently, that "the cornerstone of Anerica' s defense is
still deterrence.” Mlitary conflict with China is by no
means inevitable. |If confirmed, | would aimto support the
devel opnment of new operational concepts, force posture, and
energi ng capabilities to prevent and deter such a conflict
for future generations. |In this regard, | appreciate the
Committee's | eadership on the Pacific Deterrence Initiative,
and woul d | ook forward to working with you to conti nue

i npl enenting this inportant effort.

The I ndo-Pacific region rightly serves as the
Departnent's priority theater. W nust continue pursuing a
free and open Indo-Pacific, while investing in our network
of allies and partners throughout the region, including
Taiwan. |If confirmed, | would support the adm nistration's
approach to North Korea, and affirmour alliance commitnents
to Japan and South Korea, including to maintain peace and
stability on the Korean Peninsul a.

Qur alliances with Australia, the Philippines, and
Thai | and, as well as our defense partnerships with India and
Si ngapore, anong nmany others, are also critically inportant.
So too is our conmmtnent to ASEAN and the region's
multilateral institutions as we tackle the breadth of
traditional and non-traditional security challenges in the

| ndo-Pacific, including extremi smand climte change.

30
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Meanwhi | e, we shoul d conti nue pursuing defense rel ati ons
with China to develop crisis comruni cations and ri sk
reducti on nechani sns.

If confirmed, | would also focus on the i medi ate
obj ective of executing a safe, deliberate, and orderly
retrograde from Af ghani stan. W nust also retain
counterterrorismcapabilities to disrupt any threats to the
U. S. honel and, support the Afghan Special |nmmgrant Visa
program and protect the progress achieved for Afghan wonen
and girls. If confirmed, I would work with this commttee
to advance our shared goals for the future of Afghanistan
and the region.

I want to conclude by thanking the nmenbers of this
commttee for your bipartisan support for our
servi cenenbers, their famlies, the civilian workforce, and
our national defense. Thank you for considering ny
nom nation and | ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Ratner follows:]
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STATEMENT OF SHAWN SKELLY, NOM NEE TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR READI NESS

Ms. Skelly: Good norning, Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe, and nmenbers of the conmttee. It is an honor
to appear before you today as the President's nom nee for
the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Readi ness.

| am here today through the | ove and support of nore
people than | coul d adequately account for -- famly,
friends, nentors, and forner coll eagues -- but above all |
must thank ny own famly, Beth and M chael

The Departnent of Defense has been central to ny
professional life, starting at 17, when | received a Navy
ROTC schol arshi p and the opportunity to pursue ny young
dreans of flying off of aircraft carriers, which I was so
fortunate to be able to do. M understandi ng of service was
first instilled by ny father, a proud fornmer enlisted Marine
and New York City police officer, and it has only deepened
in the nearly four decades since | first swore an oath to
support and defend the Constitution. If confirmed, | would
be honored to bring nmy career's experience of service,
dedi cation to m ssion, and steadfast belief in the
i ncredi bl e capabilities of our unifornmed servicenenbers and
civil servants who defend our nation to ny perfornmance of

the responsibilities of the Assistant Secretary of Defense
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for Readi ness.

I am si nul taneously hunbled and inspired by the role
that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Readi ness plays
I n supporting the Secretary of Defense and the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readi ness, shaping
the strategi c decision maki ng of the Departnent through the
continual assessnment of its ability to neet the requirenents
articul ated by the President and the Secretary in both the
present day and the future, and helping to informcritical
resourcing decisions. As a retired Naval Flight Oficer,
the inportance of the Departnent's safety and Prof essional
MIlitary Education prograns and the manner in which they
support readiness of the total force are deeply ingrained in
me, and if confirnmed, | will ensure they receive the
priority and focus they deserve.

Again, | amhonored to be here before you and | | ook
forward to your questions. Thank you.

[ The prepared statenent of Ms. Skelly follows:]
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STATEMENT OF MEREDI TH BERGER, NOM NEE TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FOR ENERGY, | NSTALLATI ONS, AND
ENVI RONVENT

Ms. Berger: Thank you. Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber
| nhof e, and di stingui shed nenbers of the conmttee, it is ny
honor to be before you today to be considered for the role
of Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy,
Installations, and Environnent. | am hunbl ed by the
confidence President Biden, Vice President Harris, Secretary
Austin, and Deputy Secretary Hi cks have placed in nme through
this nomnation, and | amgrateful to ny famly, friends,
and col | eagues. They have shown ne ki ndness, they have
chal l enged ny thinking, and they have given ne opportunities
to advance and contribute first and forenost in public
service, and inportantly in the private sector and civil
soci ety.

| am honored to be considered for this position. |
recogni ze the urgency and the dynam c nature of the critical
responsibilities that fall under this office, and I am
driven by the m ssion of supporting the great wonen and nen
who are the marines, sailors, civilians, and their famlies.
They are the Departnent of the Navy, and they do the brave
wor k of defending this nation.

| grewup in Florida. | understood well and early the

signi ficance of the environnent and our resources. They
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support how we live and where we operate. There is an
| nt erdependence there; we are part of an ecosystem

That becane very clear to nme working for the State of
Fl ori da when the Deepwater Horizon oil spill occurred in
2010. The Departnent of the Navy had the | ead on the
Federal response, and it was the five Gulf States that felt
the inpacts. This disaster caused us to think hard about
the environnental, econom c, national security, and safety
I npl i cations of our energy choices. W realized that
singular reliance on certain resources and practices can be
a vulnerability.

A decade later, the Colonial Pipeline ransomnare attack
rei nforces these considerations and hei ghtens the urgency of
i nformati on, cyber, and operational security.

Qur energy resources and our environment are critical
infrastructure for our national security. These things
shape where and how the Navy and Marine Corps live, train,
and operate. These things are critical to our mlitary
r eadi ness.

W face threats, both natural and mannade, a
conpetitive energy nmarket, and a changing clinate that
I npacts our installations and stresses our operational
readiness. It is inperative that we act as cogni zant
operators in this ecosystem W nust focus on our

resilience.
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If confirmed, | am eager to bring ny experience across
sectors, curiosity, collaborative nature, and perspective to
the job, and I will work hard every day to ensure that we
continue to have the greatest Navy and Marine Corps the
worl d has ever known.

Thank you for your time and consideration today, and |
| ook forward to the conversation.

[ The prepared statenent of Ms. Berger follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Berger.
Senator Inhofe nust attend a critical neeting in
Envi ronnmental and Public Wrks Commttee, and as such |
asked himto go first, and then I wll resune.

Senator Inhofe: M. Chairman, thank you very much, and
| will return as soon as that m ssion is over.

Dr. Ratner, Adm ral Davidson, the previous Commander of
| NDOPACOM testified, quote, "The greatest danger the United
States and our allies face in the region is the erosion of
conventional deterrence of China." The current conmander,
Aquilino, also agreed with that. Do you agree with that?

M. Ratner: Yes, Senator.

Senator Inhofe: |s there anything that cones to your
m nd that you want to do to correct that problenf

M. Ratner: Senator, | think it is inperative that the
Department nove with greater focus and urgency to bol ster
deterrence in the Western Pacific.

Senator Inhofe: Very good. Now, Ms. Berger, | want to
devote nost of the tinme to you, because of a unique
situation that is taking place right now. Last week, the
Department of Justice announced that two forner Bal four
Beatty enpl oyees pled guilty to major fraud agai nst the
United States and conspiracy to commt wre fraud.

According to the latest chargi ng docunents, which have al so

been reported in the press, the Bal four Beatty Regi onal Vice
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President is also involved. So at this tine we do not know
how far up this problem this conspiracy, actually goes.

This commttee led the charge with the reforns back in
fiscal year 2020 NDAA. We were busy, all of us, busy during
that tine, and concerned about it. Quite frankly,
confession is good for the soul, and |I renmenber when | first
heard about this. The first finding of inadequate housing
and the problens that we had started with Tinker A r Force
Base, and so | assuned it was problemunique to ny state of
Okl ahoma, only to find this was wi despread and it was
underway. But this is something that is actually very, very
significant, and affects thousands, not hundreds but
t housands, of our people that are in inadequate housing.

And we junped on it right away, had several neetings, but it
is still ongoing.

So, Ms. Berger, given the recent crimnal charges
showi ng that not all privatization housing conpani es have
the best of interest in our servicenenbers and their
famlies, with that in mnd how do you intend for this not
t o happen agai n under your watch, not only for privatized
housi ng but for barracks and dornms as well. Keeping in mnd
we have a | ot of good, privatized housi ng successes that are
out there. W know who they are and we know where the
deficiencies are. So what woul d be your first thought on

t hat i ssue?
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Are you there?

Ms. Berger: Yes. | did not hit ny mcrophone to
start.

Senator | nhofe: Oh.

Ms. Berger: Senator |Inhofe, thank you for the
attention that you have put towards our mlitary famlies
and their housing. First, our people are our greatest asset
and we are entrusting our people to these housing structure
t hrough the agreenents that we have with the privatized
housi ng conpanies. And, in addition, those people's
greatest assets are their famlies. And so this is a big
anount of trust that we are putting in the housing
structures that we have.

And as you have noted, there are sone good exanpl es
where this has been successful, but nore inportantly and
nore urgently, there are instances where this has fail ed,
and it has failed our mlitary nenbers.

And so first | would wait to see, and continue to see
the judicial process play out and see what fi nal
determ nations are nade there, but additionally use the
surveys, the housing on installation advisors and advocates
who are there, and then also take the opportunity, if
confirnmed, nyself, to be able to go neet with famlies, neet
face-to-face with the housi ng conpany representatives, and

ensure that we are holding themto a higher standard. |If
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confirmed, | need to nake sure that we are doing the best
that we can for our mlitary famlies, and that woul d be
what | would do first and forenost.

Senat or I nhofe: Ckay. That is very good. | cannot
remenber any particular issue that has drawn nore attention
or had nore hearing than we have had on that. And we made
great progress and great testinonials, and | woul d suggest
that before you start in that you get the transcripts of
those neetings. |In fact, | amgoing to ask that you will do
that before taking duty. Can you handl e that one?

Ms. Berger: Yes, Senator. | would be very glad to
review all of those.

Senat or I nhofe: Very good. Thank you, M. Chairnman,
for your help.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator |Inhofe. Dr. Ratner,
| know you have concentrated over the | ast several weeks and
nont hs intensively on China, but ny sense is the first
crisis you wll face is Afghanistan. Qur forces wll be out
of there probably within less than 30 days. That w |
contribute to, | think, further aggression by the Tali ban.
So I know these are prelimnary ideas that you are forning,
but how will we be able to continue to support the Afghan
Security Forces and governnent? How do we literally deliver
t he noney and the resources they need and nmake sure that it
Is spent for its purpose?
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M. Ratner: Senator, thank you. It is an incredibly
| nportant issue. Obviously, if confirmed, I amgoing to
support the President's agenda of pursuing a deliberate,
safe, and orderly retrograde. But to your question about
what happens after Anerican forces are gone, it is just
going to be incredibly inportant that we continue to support
the Afghan Security Forces there, and | understand that, if
confirmed, ny office would be in charge of overseeing the
delivery of sonme of that assistance, and woul d ensure that
it would do so with great scrutiny, and maintain
transparency with Congress in that regard.

Moreover, as | understand it, the admnistration is
underway trying to devel op, or working to devel op an over-
t he-hori zon counterterrorismcapability, and if confirned,
woul d support those efforts as nmuch as | coul d.

Chai rman Reed: Again, | think we are in a period of
time where the Taliban sees, tactically and strategically,
t he advantage of not engaging U S. forces and allowing us to
| eave. | think that perspective shifts dramatically after
we | eave, and their efforts against the Afghan gover nnent
will increase. So again, we have to do, collectively, not
just Executive but also Congress, we have to ensure we have
SIV visas for those who served with us, and | would urge you
to keep us infornmed, because this could be an hour-to-hour

situation as we go forward. But thank you for your
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comritnent to transparency and to keeping a close watch on
this issue.

Ms. Krass, we understand that the |egal opinions that
t he General Counsel issues are usually confidential and
privileged, but you commtted, when you assuned the
responsibilities as the CI A General Counsel, that you would
share with us the |l egal franework, not the specific opinions
but the legal framework. WII| you nmake the sanme conm t nent
with respect to Departnent of Defense?

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator, | wll.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much. It is very
I nportant for us to understand what the |egal authority is,
respecting the confidentiality of specific opinions, so
t hank you for that.

Al so, as you indicated in your testinony and that we
have heard from Secretary Austin personally, he has ordered
a review of extrem st activity wthin the Departnent of
Defense. W all, | think, understand how that contradicts
the constitutional oath that servicenenbers take. But how
do you bal ance al so the First Amendnent rights of individual
service nmen and wonen with respect to sone of their views
and sone of their activity? Wuld you give us an idea of
how we woul d approach that?

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator. |If confirned, | would

absol utely | ook at any proposals. | know that Secretary
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Austin has set up the Countering Extrem sm Wrking G oup,
and one of the questions that they are looking at is howto
refine the definition of extrem sm which is an issue that
needs to nmake sure that it is ideologically neutral and that
First Amendnent rights are protected, as well as good order
and discipline being furthered. And so were | to be
confirnmed, | would study those issues and provi de ny best
advice to the Secretary.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch

Ms. Ortiz Jones, one of the great issues we are facing
now in the Air Force, particularly facing it, is
noder ni zati on versus bal ancing current requirenents. Do you
have a sense of how you woul d make that judgnent or what
factors you woul d consi der?

Ms. Ortiz Jones: Senator, having worked in
intelligence community for a long tine we always have to
understand the nature of the threat, and that goes to our
under st andi ng of our challenger's intent and capabilities.
That gives us the best understanding of the threat that we
will face. And so neeting and addressing those threats then
woul d all ow us to assess where our capabilities allow us to
best do so. Across tinme, however, understanding we have got
current requirenents but also need the best posture for what
we are likely to face, especially against a tier one

conpetitor.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much. | think the
enphasis on evaluating threats first is a very principled
and thoughtful way to begin. That is usually the best
appr oach.

Thank you all. Now |let ne now recogni ze Senat or
Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. First let ne
begi n by saying thank you to all of you for your continued
service to our country.

Ms. Krass, nost recently there has been a nunber of
cyber incursions into sone of our nore critical
I nfrastructure. There has been an attenpt namde to inprove
our cyber capabilities over a period of years. | know that
i n 2019, the National Defense Authorization Act, we
speci fically changed of fensi ve cyber operations so that they
woul d be considered as traditional mlitary activity.

If we do not control the cyber domain, just as if we do
not control the domain or space or air, |and, or sea, then
our other domains are clearly at risk. Can you share with
me your thoughts as to the inportance of continuing to be
able to allow our cyber warriors the ability to provide
of fensive capabilities in response to these cyberattacks
that our critical infrastructure finds itself faced wth?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | conpletely agree with you about

the chal l enge that cyber presents to us, as a country and
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our critical infrastructure, and it is very inportant that
t he Departnent of Defense has the appropriate authorities to
act. As you referred to, | read the clarifications that
have been in, | think, two NDAAs, about what is traditiona
mlitary activity, thereby neaning that as exenpt fromthe
definition of a covert action. And were | to be confirned,
| would want to study the issue further to see if any

addi tional authorities are needed, but nmy understanding is

that that was a very good way forward for the Departnent of

Def ense.

Senator Rounds: Well, let ne just ask, just briefly.
Have you been able to review yet -- and | am not sure that
you have -- with regard to the presidential directives? At

one point, under a previous admnistration, there was a
Presidential Policy Directive 20, which was replaced by
National Security Policy Menorandum 13. Are you famliar
with the changes that were nmade, recognizing that this is an
uncl assi fied discussion?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | have not. In ny current role
out si de of the governnment | have not had a chance to see
that directive, but were | to be confirmed | would certainly
want to take a |look at it.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. | think it is very
i nportant to note that the coordination, but still with a

clear path forward to being able to provide inmediate
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of fensi ve cyber capabilities to our warfighting teans is
critical, and nost certainly you will have a role to play in
maki ng certain that they stay within the guidelines but are
not having their hands tied.

Ms. Krass: Yes. Senator, | agree. That would

definitely be part of ny role, were | to be confirned.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Ms. Jones, | appreciated
the opportunity to visit with you by phone, | believe |ast
week. | amjust curious. Most recently there has been not

only a notice that was in the Air Force, we have now got a
pil ot shortage once again. And part of it is because during
COvViIDit was difficult to get training on the schedul e, but
second of all because the airlines are beginning to hire
again, and nost certainly they will take a fair nunber from
the Air Force's nunbers. But in addition to that there has
been sone recent reports in the press about the chall enges
of actually getting the nunber of hours for these pilots

t hat need the training.

It is disconcerting that there appears to be a shortage
of capable aircraft and training capabilities to actually
bring in and appropriately train and maintain the
capabilities of these Air Force pilots. | amnot sure
whet her or not you have avail ed yourself to those nost
recent press reports, but | nost certainly would like to

hear your thoughts about the training regi nen and whet her or
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not you believe we do have sone challenges with regard to
mai ntai ni ng a proper bal ance.

Ms. Ortiz Jones: Senator, thank you for the question
and thank you for your enphasis on this issue. |If
confirmed, this would be a top priority of mne. The Ar
Force has to nmaintain its readiness, and that requires a
sufficient nunber of highly qualified pilots to execute
t hose m ssi ons.

Certainly, to your point, in terns of ensuring that
there are adequate nunber of training hours, this is both a
safety issue as well as a qualification issue, and again |
share your concern. If confirnmed, | conmt to review ng the
status of the current Pilot Retention Wrking Goup that |
understand is reviewng initiatives to address ways in which
we mght be able to retain nore of these pilots, review ng
the status of those initiatives, what is working well, and
where we m ght be able to inprove upon that. Separately, |
al so commt to you, if confirnmed, review ng the status of
t he training programand where we al so may be able to nmake
some i nprovenents.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. M tine has expired.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Senator King: [Presiding.] On behalf of the chairnman,

Senat or Hirono.

Senator H rono: Thank you. A warmaloha to all of the
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nom nees.

| ask the following two initial questions of every
nom nee in any of the commttee on which | sit, so |l wll
ask all of you en nmsse.

Si nce you becane a | egal adult, have any of you ever
made unwant ed requests for sexual favors or conmitted any

ver bal or physical harassnent or assault of a sexual nature?

Ms. Krass: No.

Ms. Otiz Jones: No.

M. Ratner: No.

Ms. Skelly: No.
Berger: No.

Senator H rono: Have any of you ever faced discipline
or entered into a settlenent related to this kind of
conduct ?

Ms. Krass: No.

Ms. Ortiz Jones: No.

M. Ratner: No.

Ms. Skelly: No.

Ms. Berger: No.

Senator H rono: For Ms. Krass, in April, Secretary

Austin directed several Iimedi ate actions to counter
extremsmin the ranks. One tasked General Counsel's Ofice
with review ng and updating the definition of prohibited

extrem st activities anong unifornmed personnel. | believe
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there is an acknow edgenent that servicenenbers are targeted
for recruitnment by extrem st organi zations, and so what
constitutes prohibited extrem st activities is an inportant
aspect of what Secretary Austin has requested.

So if confirmed, how woul d you approach this issue,
given the sensitive First Anendnent freedom of association
| ssues involved and the need to nmaintain good order and
discipline in the ranks?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | agree with Secretary Austin's
focus on the extrem smthreat and his standing up of the
wor ki ng group. And were | to be confirnmed, | would study
carefully any proposals regarding a change to the definition
of extremsmto nmake sure that First Amendnent rights are
protect at the sanme tinme as we safeguard our nation and
instill good order and discipline.

Senator Hirono: | amgoing to want to keep in touch
with you as you proceed, because right now the current
definition does not prohibit nmenbership in extrem st
organi zations. And so it is going to be a challenging thing
for you to proceed, | would say.

For Dr. Ratner, you obviously know a | ot about what
needs to happen in the Indo-Pacific area, and | amvery gl ad
that you nentioned the concerns we have with regard to
Af ghani stan. | have a particul ar concern, shared by

Senators Collins and -- there is another nenber, sorry. |
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shoul d know this -- Senator Shaheen, with regard to what our
responsibilities should be regarding the wonen and girls in
Af ghani stan. And we did send a letter asking the President
to appoi nt an anbassador-at-large for gl obal wonen's issue
to be the point person for the adm nistration on what we can
do to support the Afghan wonen and girls. So | hope this is
an area that you will be also focused on.

And then as you tal ked about the Indo-Pacific AOR, one
area that you did not note in your remarks, but | am sure
you are very famliar with, the Conpacts of Free Association
with Pal au, Mcronesia, and the Marshall islands, and these
are the FAS conpacts. How would you prioritize our
partnerships with these island nations to support our
overall strategy in the Indo-Pacific? And | amparticularly
interested in how we can focus on the |lines of effort
identified in retired Admral Davidson's Pacific Deterrence
Initiative, which you noted in your remarks, wth regard to
our FAS conpacts.

M. Ratner: Senator Hirono, thank you. Those are two
really inportant questions. First of all, on the question
of wonen and girls in Afghani stan, thank you for your
| eadership and for this commttee's | eadership on that
I ssue. O course, | share those concerns. It is a top
priority for the Biden admnistration, and if confirned,

will work closely with ny interagency partners to ensure we
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can try to protect the gains that have been nade. And, of
course, even as the mlitary presence in Afghanistan is
bei ng wound down, the United States will continue supporting
econom c, political, and humanitarian support for
Af ghani stan. So that support will continue, and if
confirmed, will remain a priority of m ne.

On your question of the conpacts states, again, very
| nportant issue. As | understand it, the admnistration is
I n the process of renegotiation that conpact. That is a
State Departnent-led effort. Fromthe perspective of the
Def ense Departnment | would support that effort, from an
I nt eragency capacity. Wth specific question froma DoD
perspective and the Pacific Deterrence Initiative, ny view
I's that those partners could play an inportant role in
advancing the priorities of the Pacific Deterrence
Initiative, including our forward presence in the region,
our efforts to inprove our |ogistics there, exercises in
training and infrastructure as well. So | would commt to
you, Senator, that if confirned, and when we begin again
wor ki ng on the Pacific Deterrence Initiative, that | include
consi deration of the conpact states.

Senator Hrono: | would just like to note that | think
that we owe a lot nore, we can be doing a ot nore to
support these island nations, particularly with regard to

t heir econony.
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Thank you, M. Chairman.

Senator King: Thank you, Senator. On behalf of the
chai rman, Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you, Chairman King. Thank
you all for being here today.

Ms. Krass, bid protests have gotten ugly. How they are
supposed to work, all conpanies should have the right to
gquestion the process, but protests cause delays to national
security and hurt the taxpayer. Exanple, the DoD cl oud
conmputing project, JEDI, the fight has gotten so ugly that
Deputy Secretary Hicks threated to kill it altogether. Wat
should we do to get contractors to trust the DoD process?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | think this is a critically
| nportant issue that the Anmerican public has trust and
confidence in the fairness of the acquisition process, and
were | to be confirmed, one of ny duties as CGeneral Counse
woul d be to ensure that that process is fair, and | commt
to you that I would do so, if I amconfirned.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you.

Ms. Jones, secure and reliable access to space is
critically inportant to our national security and econony.
China is at a forefront and contesting our supremacy in
space and targeting our commercial suppliers. Wat can the
DoD and the Air Force do to further protect intellectual

property of this country's conpani es that support our

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

national security and efforts?
Ms. Otiz Jones: Senator, thank you for the question.

Previously | served as the intelligence community's Seni or
Advi sor for Trade Enforcenment, and the focus there was the
protection of American intellectual property. So |
certainly share your concern for the need to protect
Anmerican intellectual property, specifically these highly
speci alized areas and certainly as it relates to space.

Senator, | would like to, in order to adequately answer
your question, reviewthe current efforts underway to ensure
| amfully aware of those and where there m ght be sone
opportunities to i nprove upon those, and if confirned, |
commt to doing so and reporting back to you in short order.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you.

Dr. Ratner, you led the DoD s China Task Force, and I
have got two questions. Do you believe U S. cyber networks
are secure fromour adversaries, and what can the DoD do to
further protect small and nmedi um sized contractors from
cyberattacks, because the big boys can take care of
t hensel ves.

M. Ratner: Senator, thank you for your question. |
do think China's aggressive cyber activities continue to be
a problem and one that the United States and the Depart nent
of Defense should be taking seriously and doing nore on. |

think an inportant part of that is getting our house in
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order inside the Departnent, working across components on
these issues to better protect and defend our technol ogy and
working with the private sector as well, absolutely.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. Wat can the small guy do,
t hough? | nean, people in Al abana, we have 800 defense
contractors, and it is rat race to try to keep them from
getting hacked. And they do not have the noney the big boys
have. Wat can we do to hel p thenf

M. Ratner: Well, Senator, |I think we can work nore
closely with these partners. | think to Senator Rounds
guestion, we ought to also consider the full suite of
capabilities we have, including offensive capabilities, to
try to shift Beijing' s cost-benefit cal cul us about these
activities.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Senator King: On behalf of the chairman, Senator King.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chairman, and | do note
that it nust be a hunbling nonment to be denoted fromKing to
chairman, albeit briefly.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator King: | will live wwth it. Thank you,
Senat or .

Senator Kaine: M. Skelly, | want to ask you a
guestion. | amthe chair of the Readi ness Subcommttee of
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this conmttee, and Senator Sullivan is ny ranking nenber,
and we have kind of gone back and forth in those roles.
Readi ness, in the commttee standpoint, mght be a little
bit different in how we define it than within the Pentagon,
but in the commttee, readiness is installations and

acqui sition, but also the readiness netrics that we use to
determ ne how ready we are to performa fight or a m ssion
tonmorrow i f we need to.

We recently had a Readi ness Subconmittee hearing that I
found, through sone testinony, and it was pretty troubling.
The hearing was about acquisition prograns, and | know there
are all kinds of acquisition officials in the Pentagon, and
It was successes and failures, sort of a greatest hits and a
greatest m sses and what we can | earn from both.

One of our witnesses was Dr. Raynond O Toole, who is
the Acting Director of Operational Test and Eval uation, and
this was an open hearing. Here was a bit of testinony that
he offered that were sort of frightening, both to Senator
Sullivan and ne.

“Unfortunately, some prograns do not properly plan for
cybersecurity assessnments. Mire critically due to poor
syst em hardeni ng agai nst dynam c cyber threats driven by
| ack of workforce cyber capacity, talent, and tools within
the programoffices, virtually none of the prograns assessed

in fiscal year 2020 were survivabl e agai nst rel evant cyber
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threats."”

Senator Sullivan | ooked at ne when that testinony cane
out and said, "I hope no adversaries are watching this
hearing.” Well, it was an open hearing. O course,
adversaries were seeing it. And it has made us wonder
whet her, in our devel opnent of readi ness netrics -- so we
have the netrics about, you know, what percentage of
pl at oons woul d be ready to fight tonmorrow -- in our
devel opnent of readiness netrics, do we need to better
i ncorporate assessnents of cyber vulnerabilities.

Shoul d you be confirnmed -- and these issues tend to
kind of get siloed into this acquisition office or that
service secretary's office -- but should you be confirned,
could you work with us to help nmake sure that there are
appropriate readiness netrics that incorporate cyber
vul nerability as a key conponent to neasuring whether we are
ready to fight tonorrow or not?

Ms. Skelly: Senator, thank you for the question.
Certainly. | note that, | believe it is a recent GAO
report, has raised the issue of the Departnent's readi ness
recovery framework reporting, where it is predomnantly
service, and their recommendati on has been, | think their
reconmendati on accepted by the Departnent at one point, but
that it be viewed through the | ens of domains, cyber being

one of them
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Sonme of the previous conversation this norning regards
around China. Qur readiness for the future wwth China, as
Dr. Ratner has worked on, that is about potentially an all-
up fight, in all domains, simultaneously, at the high end.
As has been our history, we are pretty ready for the | ast
war we had, because that is the one we know when we put
billions and trillions of dollars into. The past two
decades have not had us significant challenged with regard
to cyber operationally in our weapons systens in that way.
So personally, with sonme experience in the defense
acqui sition systemand in making that systemresponsive to
energing threat, it is not surprising that we are in that
state. However, that state is insufficient to the future
that we are charged by the President and the Secretary and
the Congress to plan for. It is certainly an area that, if
| were to be confirmed, is one that | want to get into as
soon as possible as to how we change our appreciation of

readi ness for the future chall enge.

Senator Kaine: Geat. M. Skelly, thank you for that.

| ook forward to working with you on that natter.

And, Ms. Kress, just a last point, not really a
guestion. But your office is a very inportant office, in
tandemw th others, Legal Advisor at State Departnent,
Counsel's Ofice in the Wite House, over authority for

mlitary action, authorized use of mlitary force,
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declarations of war. | ama real stickler about Article II
powers being as broad as they should be, but Article |
powers al so being very broad. And | generally believe that
we should not be at war as a nation w thout a vote of
Congress unl ess the President is engaging in inm nent

def ense agai nst either an attack or an inm nent attack.

There are differences of opinion that go back to 1787 on how

these clauses in the Constitution are interpreted.

But | have often not been happy, under adm nistrations
of both parties, with the rationale and the information and
| egal justification we get from executives when they
initiate mlitary action without comng to Congress. There
Is lawyer-client privilege, other docunents that are
protected, and | get that, but | would just |ike your
commitnent -- and | actually am going to applaud the Biden

adm nistration for starters, because Senator Young and |

have a bill to repeal the 1991 and 2002 Irag AUVFs that said

Irag is an eneny. Now that Irag is a security partner we
want to repeal those AUMFs. The Biden adm nistration has

i ssued up a statenment supporting the repeat. W are going
to have a vote in Senate Foreign Rel ati ons next week about
it. It would be the first authorization for war that
Congress has repeal ed in decades, maybe ever. So | do give
the Biden teamcredit for being willing to do that.

But | just would | ook forward to having good
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comruni cation with you -- certainly the conmttee would
appreciate that as well -- over legal authorities for
initiation of mlitary action. And | just thought |I would
put you on notice that | will probably be calling you a I ot
on that.

Ms. Krass: Senator, | |look forward to those

conversations. Thank you very much.

Senat or Kaine: W have a big task ahead of us to try
to revise the 2001 AUMF too in a way that woul d preserve the
authorities of the United States to take mlitary action
agai nst non-state terrorist groups that threaten us, and 20
years in it is tine to do that, and | ook forward to
wor ki ng with you on that.

Ms. Krass: Senator, thank you. | agree.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair.

Senator King: Thank you, Senator. On behalf of the
chai rman, Senator Cotton.

Senator Cotton: Thank you, and thank you all for your
appear ance.

Ms. Krass, in your witten remarks you stated that you
support the Biden adm nistration's efforts to repeal the
Aut hori zation for Use of MIlitary Force. | think it was the
current authorizations for mlitary force, not just the 2002
AUMF. So that includes the 2001 AUMF?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | believe ny witten remarks were
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about the 2002, but | do support President Biden's
commtnment to replacing the existing 2001 and 2002 AUMFs
with a nore narrow and specific framework. But we need to
make sure that there is sufficient authority to continue to
protect the nation.

Senator Cotton: Under what |egal authority is the
United States currently detaining 40 terrorists at
GQuant anano Bay?

Ms. Krass: Under the 2001 AUMFs.

Senator Cotton: |If we repeal the 2001 and 2002 Use of
Force resol utions, under what authority would we continue to
detain those persons?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | think that that is a very
I mportant | egal question that would need to be considered
carefully as the adm nistration tal ks to Congress about an
appropriate replacenent authority.

Senator Cotton: Can you commt to us today that any
repl acenent resolution would give authority to continue
detai ni ng those very dangerous terrorists at Guantanano Bay?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | conmmt to working with Congress
to make sure that appropriate authorities remain with
respect to those detai nees.

Senator Cotton: Can you commt to conpliance with the
requi rements of Section 1034 of the 2016 NDAA, that his

comrittee nmust be notified 30 days before transferring any
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det ai nee from Guantanano Bay to the continental United

St ates?
Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator, | commt to conplying with
the | aw.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. M. Krass, the mlitary
has | ong been perceived as one of the nost diverse
Institutions in our society, one of the places in our
society where you are nost |likely to get ahead, based
strictly on your performance and your nerits, not on where
you come fromor what you |look |like, or who you are. Do you
bel i eve that the color of soneone's skin or what ethnicity
they mght identify as should play any role in what job they
performor what rank they wear on their shoul ders?

Ms. Krass: Senator, | believe that diversity does nake
our forces the best in the world, and I do think that all
deci si ons shoul d be nmade on nerit.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. M. Krass, | have sone
concerns about what | saw in the late Cbama era, as the only
Republ i can who sits on both Arned Services and the
Intelligence Conmttee, while you were the General Counsel
of the CIA. Many of those concerns cannot be discussed in
this open forum | wll sinply say there was a tendency
towards highly bureaucratic and highly techni cal
di stinctions between intelligence activities under Title 50

and mlitary activities under Title 10. | found those
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distinctions often to be tiresone and disruptive of efforts
to do what our governnent should be doing for our people,
which is to identify bad guys around the world and capture
themor kill them

Can you talk to ne a little bit about your
under standi ng of the distinction between Title 10 and Title
50, and give us sonme assurance that as the General Counsel
of the Departnent of Defense you will not help recreate
t hese very tedi ous bureaucratic distinctions between so-
called Title 10 activities and Title 50 activities?

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator. The Title 50 franmework
aut hori zes covert action, and one of the exceptions from
what a covert action, and therefore conducted under Title 50
Is traditional mlitary activity. And | know that there
were two clarifications, | think, in the 2019 and 2020 NDAAs
that particular activities of the Departnent of Defense are
traditional mlitary activities. And were | to be confirned
| would certainly work to further that understandi ng anongst
t he i nteragency.

Senator Cotton: | amglad to hear that. Again, we
cannot talk about this at great length, and I think you know
what | amtal ki ng about, though -- highly conpl ex, tedious
di stinctions that only added cunbersone bureaucratic
roadbl ocks to protecting the country fromsone pretty bad

guys around the world. | mght want to speak to you in a
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classified setting, before the commttee vote, before the
Senate votes on the floor, because | do think it was
unnecessary in the late Gbhama era. | think many of these
di stinctions were done primarily so the Departnent of

Def ense coul d conduct certain operations and therefore
Presi dent OGbanma and then Vice President Biden coul d speak
about thempublicly for political benefit. And | hope that
t hose kinds of distinctions will not be recreated,
especially at a tinme when our troop presence in Afghanistan
will be zero, and in lrag it is very snmall, and therefore we
m ght need to depend even nore on our intelligence agencies
to help protect the country from sone very bad guys around
t he worl d.

Thank you, Ms. Krass. Thank you all again for your
appearance, and | will turn it back to the acting chairnman,
who al so knows what | amtal king about, and | hope agrees
wth nme, as he always does.

[ Laughter. ]

Senator King: | try to whenever possible, Senator.

M. Ratner, this country is facing an intense noral
obligation right now, and it is also a national security
| nperative, and that is the evacuation and protection of
t hose peopl e i n Af ghani stan who have served with us over the
| ast 20 years as translator, guides, and other personnel. |
hope you will commt to nme to giving this question your
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hi ghest | evel of attention and urgency. The last figures |
saw were that it takes 900 days to process a special visa
application, and we will be out of Afghanistan in 90 days.
There is grave danger to these individuals. | would |ike
your conmtnent to, as | say, the highest |evel of attention
and urgency.

M. Ratner: Senator, | share your view that we have a
noral obligation to support those who have been working with
us in Afghanistan, and I commt to you to nake it a top
priority of mne and work with you and this commttee on day
one.

Senator King: | want you to be irritating wthin the
counsel s of the Defense Departnent on this issue. Can you
manage t hat ?

M. Ratner: | will commit to be irritating, Senator.

Senator King: Thank you. Second question, we have not
had nmuch di scussi on about India, but | was encouraged to see
that India was engaged in the talks with other allies in the
region. Gve nme just a short precis of your thoughts about
India's potential role in the security arrangenents in Asia.

M. Ratner: Senator, | think India is an essenti al
partner for the United States in the 21st century. The
Departnment of Defense has nade great progress across
Republ i can and Denocratic adm nistrations in deepeni ng our

defense relations with India. There are a nunber of
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foundati onal agreenents that have been signed over the |ast
several years that, if confirned, | would work hard to

I npl enent. And, of course, India is now part of the Quad
framework with Australia and Japan and the United States, as
a foundation of the strength of our denocracies in the

regi on.

Senator King: | think India"s role could be incredibly
I nportant in our ongoing conpetition with China, and | urge
you to pursue that opportunity, which you have already
I ndi cat ed.

Ms. Krass, you are about to be a | awer with one
client, and | have been in that situation. The danger is
telling your client what they want to hear. G ve ne your
commtnent that you will provide your best |egal advice to
the Departnment of Defense and to the Secretary regardl ess of
the policy proclivities of the Secretary or the President,
that your advice will be clear and unvarni shed and delivered
with the rule of |aw paranount.

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator, | give you that conmm tnent.
Absol utely, that is the way that | have al ways conduct ed
nysel f.

Senator King: And you understand that it is human
nature. | amnot accusing anyone of nal evol ence, but it is
human nature to want to sort of shade the advice to what the

boss wants to hear. You understand that that is of danger
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and will actively resist it.

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator, | wll.

Senator King: M. Berger, | have a nore specific
guestion. In Decenber of 2020, a nmenorandum was issued that

basically puts a noratoriumon new | ease or general services
occupancy agreenents for the use of land and facilities.

The Portsnmouth Naval Air Station is on an island, and there
I's not enough roomon that island for the demands that are
bei ng made on that facility, particularly in the upcom ng
years as a new dry dock is conpleted and we are talking
about refueling and refurbishing our nuclear submarine
fleet. | could give you a lot of figures, alnost doubling
the man hours required. They are already working three
shifts in the |imted manufacturing space.

Wul d you please follow up on this nenorandum and
whet her an exception can be provide so the nen and wonen of
Portsnmout h Naval Ship Yard can do their job on behalf of the
Navy and the country?

Ms. Berger: Senator, the people who are doing the work
to support our Navy are critically inmportant, and yes, |
woul d be glad to follow up on that with you, if confirned.

Senator King: | appreciate that. This is critical,
and it is a general purpose nenorandum for the whol e
country, but in this case it literally does not fit.

Ms. Ortiz Jones, not nuch tinme |left, but Senator Cotton
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and | did what anobunted to a focus group with a group of
pilots a year or two ago, and what we found was that the
principal thing that is costing us pilots is that they want
to fly, and they are not getting enough tinme in the air.
And | hope that that is sonmething you can follow up wth,
and | would urge you to do sonething simlar with younger
pilots about what is it that you need? W expected to hear
nore about bonuses and those kinds of things. Wat we heard
was, "We want to fly airplanes and we are not getting enough
time in the air."

So is that something that you would be interested and
wlling to follow up on?

Ms. Ortiz Jones: Senator, if confirned, absolutely.
We need to look at all options to ensure that we have got,
again, sufficient nunber of highly trained pilots to execute
t he Departnent of the Air Force m ssions.

Senator King: Thank you. Thank you all for your
comm tnment and your willingness to serve your country, in
many cases once again.

On behal f of the chairman, Senator Tillis.

Senator Tillis: M. Chairnman, | wll defer to Senat or
Haw ey and follow him

Senator King: Senator Haw ey.

Senator Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank

you, Senator Tillis. Congratulations to all the nom nees
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and thank you for being here.

Dr. Ratner, | want to start wth you if | could, and |
want to start by comrendi ng you for the outstandi ng work
that you have done to help our nation neet the China
chall enge, not just in the |ast few nonths, although | think
you have been doing great work then too, but for the |ast
nunber of years. And | think you are an outstandi ng
nom nee, and | really |look forward to supporting your
nom nation. So thank you for all you have done.

Il want to drill down a little bit in sonme of your area
of expertise here. | asked Secretary Austin and Ceneral
MI1ley, when they were before this commttee just |ast week,
i f they agreed that the United States needs to maintain an
ability to defeat a Chinese fait acconpli against Tai wan.
Secretary Austin said yes. GCeneral MIley said yes also,
but then he said sonething that frankly surprised nme, and |
amjust going to quote. This is fromthe transcript now.
This is General Mlley to ne. He said, "Senator, frankly, |
am not sure what a Chinese fait acconpli in Taiwan is," end
quot e.

| wondered if you could, for the record here, tell us
what a Chinese fait acconpli in Taiwan |ooks |Iike and why we
shoul d be concerned about it.

M. Ratner: Senator Hawl ey, thank you for your

support, and let ne say thank you to you as well for your
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personal |eadership on this issue. M understanding of the
fait acconpli challenge across the Taiwan Strait is the
potential for China to attenpt to make a very quick

of fensi ve action agai nst Taiwan, thereby requiring us to
have forces in the region and ready to respond i medi ately.

Senator Hawl ey: \When we spoke in May you enphasi zed
the need to maintain the ability to defeat that kind of an
attenpted quick strike. Just tell us why it is so inportant
-- and ny coll eagues are probably very tired of hearing ne
ask about this scenario, because | ask about it just about
every single commttee hearing. So maybe, for themand for
us and for everybody, tell us why it is so inportant that we
maintain the ability to defeat that kind of a quick strike
I nvasi on?

M. Ratner: Senator, the People's Republic of China
has yet to renounce the use of force against Taiwan, and it
I's increasingly using its aggression and coercion in the
region, so |l think this is a real concern. And in the
absence of the United States to inpose sufficient costs and
denial capability, | think there is a potential that they
woul d use aggressi on agai nst Taiwan to achieve their
political ains.

Senator Haw ey: You and | talked a little bit about
the difference between deterrence by denial and deterrence

by cost inposition, and those things sound simlar but they
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are actually quite different. Could you explain to us what
the difference is between deterrence by denial and
deterrence by cost inposition, and why we ought to be
focused on deterrence by denial?

M. Ratner: Yeah, so Senator, it is really inportant
guestion, and | do agree that deterrence by denial is the
appropriate strategy for the region and for this particular
chall enge. The distinction is deterrence by puni shnent
woul d suggest that if China were to use aggressi on agai nst
Taiwan that the United States response would be to inpose
costs on China in another region or in another domain. M
personal view is that the absolute certain way to deter
China fromusing aggression is to ensure that they are
unabl e to achi eve that goal.

| should suggest also, at the tinme, that | am confi dent
today that we have that ability to deter and defeat Chinese
aggression, and Senator, if confirnmed, | would | ook forward
to working with this commttee to ensure we keep it that
way .

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. And it is inportant, isn't
it, also for our allies and partners and our potenti al
partners in the region, in the Indo-Pacific, for themto
realize and understand that we have the ability today to
defeat an attenpted fait acconpli, and we are commtted to

mai ntaining that ability going forward. They need to know
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that so that they can bank on our comritnent to the region
and so they can nake their own choi ces about their own
security. Is that fair to say?

M. Ratner: Yes, Senator. | think that underscores
the inportance of the Pacific Deterrence Initiative, as
wel | .

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good. Let nme ask you about what
we are doing with regard to Taiwan in terns of hel ping them
adopt the asymmetric defense strategy that they need.

Sonet hing you said to ne when we talked was that it is very
i mportant that the United States send a very clear nessage
about what sort of defense strategy we think that our allies
and partners in the region need to adopt. They need to be
clear on what we think is the right approach.

Tai wan has introduced the overall defense concept
several years ago that enphasized the need for themto adopt
an asymmetric defense strategy. | understand they have nade
sonme progress on this, but there is still sonme way to go.
Can you give us an assessnent of where Taiwan is on this and
what nessage we need to be sending to Taiwan, and any ot her
partners in the region you want to talk about, in terns of
their own defense capabilities in partnership with us?

M. Ratner: Yeah. Senator, another incredibly
i mportant issue. | wll start by saying | think President

Tsai is comritted to taking Taiwan's mlitary in the right
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direction, and | am encouraged by the steps she has been
taking to try to develop a nore nobile and resilient
mlitary, and that is an incredibly inportant part of the
deterrent in the region. And if confirmed, | would | ook
forward to advanci ng that agenda.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. | see ny tine has expired
here. | may have a few nore questions for you for the
record. Congratul ations again. Thanks to all of the
nom nees. | look forward to supporting you, Dr. Ratner, and
Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: [Presiding.] Thank you, Senator
Haw ey. | want to thank Senator King for stepping in and
doi ng such a superb job as chair, and | et ne now recogni ze,
vi a Webex, Senator Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman, and
congratulations to all of you on your nom nati ons.

Ms. Berger, | want to spend sone tine this norning
tal king about mlitary housing and climate change. Now
these are going to be questions that | have asked the Air
Force and the Arny Secretary nomnees. | will ask the Navy
Secretary nom nee as well. But since you are the person who
has got primary responsibility for ensuring that our sailors
will live in safe, clean housing, and nmake sure that our
Navy is climate resilient and energy efficient, | want to

ask you as wel|.
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W have all heard the stories frommnmlitary famlies
about the deplorable conditions of on-base privatized
housi ng. The conpanies hired by the DoD escaped
accountability by fudging their nunbers and just sweeping
conpl aints under the rug. M office still hears from
mlitary spouses that the problemis not getting any better
and that |andlords are not followng the | aws that Congress
passed to protect tenants.

So et nme ask you, Ms. Berger, if confirmed, will you
commit to using all the tools available to hold |andl ords
and private conpani es accountable, to make sure that they
build and maintain quality housing for sailors, and to
ensure that they can no |longer profit off substandard
housi ng?

Ms. Berger: Senator, thank you for your attention to
this inmportant issue, and yes, if confirnmed, | wll use al
tools available to nme to nake sure that we are doing the
best that we can for our sailors, our marines, and their
famlies. This is an essential elenent of readiness, and
ensuring that we are taking care of people, as you said, and
putting themin quality housing, and safe housing, and
ensuring that everyone is held to the standard that is
avail able is critically inportant.

And I wll note that the Navy and Marine Corps recently

put into place all 18 of the Tenant Bill of Rights that are
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i nportant enforcenment mechanisns as well, to ensure that all
of these standards are being held up, and also that there
are opportunities to enforce them So yes, Senator \Wrren,
If confirnmed, this would be a priority of m ne.

Senator Warren: | very nuch appreciate that. | want
to see real change, and it is tine. You know, sone of these
housi ng providers are not providing accessi ble housing to
mlitary famlies who have a physically disabled famly
menber who needs accommodation. So do | have your
commitnent that you will imediately dig into this issue and
work to make sure that all Navy famlies have access to
reasonabl e acconmodation in their housing, when they need
it?

Ms. Berger: Yes, Senator. |If confirmed, | conmt to
ensuring that we look into this, and I will ook forward to
being in good touch with you on this inportant issue.

Senator Warren: Good. Good. | amlooking forward to
t oo, because | amgoing to stay on this.

So you have got quite a chall enge ahead of you, as our
Navy bases are obviously the mlitary installations that are
nost susceptible to rising seas. For exanple, according to
one scientific study, Naval Base Norfol k has sone access
roads that will be under water during high tides for 50 days
out of the year, by 2037. That is just high tides, not

storns.
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So will you commt to using all the tools and
authorities at your disposal to make the Navy nore climte
resilient?

Ms. Berger: Yes, Senator Warren. This issue is of
critical inmportance. Qur bases, our installations are often
by the water, because it is where the Navy operates. But
our installations are critical considerations in this
conposition as well. And so as we think about our
i nstal l ati ons being the places that we project our power
from it is where our submarines, our ships, our aircraft,
our sailors, our marines are training. It is where they are
going back to resupply and to refuel. It is where famlies
are, and famly readiness is inportant too.

And so these installations and the ability to keep them
resilient to climate is of critical inportance, as you note,
and if confirned, | wll use all of the tools and
authorities available to ne to ensure that we are guardi ng
against this threat.

Senator Warren: Good. And on the subject of climate
change, there is no way to address the clinmate crisis
wi t hout confronting DoD s role as the | argest consuner of
fossil fuel on the planet. WII you commt to using all the
tools and authorities at your disposal to nake the Navy
reduce its carbon footprint, wherever possible, and to make

it nore energy resilient?
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Ms. Berger: Senator Warren, the Navy has a good
hi story and a good track record of looking into this, and |
share your concern that this is of inportance. And if
confirmed, this is sonething that we are al ways bal anci ng
agai nst readiness and the ability to be able to fight, but
it is sonething that we can use to enhance our readi ness and
ability to fight. And so if confirnmed, | will surely review
and put to good use the authorities available to ensure that
the Navy is continuing to progress on this inportant track.

Senator Warren: Good, and | amglad to hear you
descri be this not as bal anci ng one agai nst the other but as
truly enhancing. You know, it is critical that the Navy
continue to double down on investnents in mcrogrids and
battery storage and appropriate infrastructure projects to
i nprove resiliency on shore, and electric or hybrid electric
engi ne technol ogi es at sea.

You know, you are right to describe these as mlitary
readi ness issues. So | plan to hold you to these
commtments, and | also plan to | ook forward to working with
you to hel p nmake t hem happen.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Tillis, please.

Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Congratul ations to all of you for being nom nated in sone
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very inportant roles.

Ms. Krass, | want to ask you a little bit about, in
respondi ng to advance policy questions you stated, "If
pendi ng | egi sl ative proposals to address sexual assault and
harassnment are enacted, ensuring that such reforns are
executed seam essly will be a challenge facing the next
General Counsel." Could you explain to ne, give ne a little
bit nore neat on the bones --

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator.

Senator Tillis: -- what the challenges would be?

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator. As you know, the Secretary
has received prelimnary recommendati ons fromthe
| ndependent Revi ew Conmmi ssion on the accountability prong of
the four prongs that that comm ssion is | ooking at, and |
know that there are |l egislative proposals as well that are
under serious consideration. And so dependi ng on how t hat
unfol ds and what recommendations ultimtely Secretary Austin
makes to President Biden and then to this conmttee, and
what ever ensues froma legislative front, a significant task
that | would face, were | to be confirmed, would be to
ensure that those nmeasures are inplenented effectively. And
if I amconfirmed, | would do ny best. You know, | think it
will require very careful attention to nmake sure that we
make neani ngful progress on this nmatter.

Senator Tillis: What is your understanding of the
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proposals that are com ng fromthe 90-day i ndependent
review, and if you are famliar with the legislative
proposal s here, what kind of gaps do we need to work out

bet ween the comm ssion's reconmmendati ons and sone of the

proposals that will be considered as a part of our NDAA
mar k- up?
Ms. Krass: Senator, | have not yet had a chance to be

bri efed on the I ndependent Revi ew Conm ssion's proposals,
because | amnot yet confirnmed. But were | to be confirned,
that would be the first thing I would want to do, to | ook at
t hose proposals and evaluate those in connection with
| egi sl ation, potential |egislation that has al ready been
pr oposed.

Senator Tillis: The Mlitary Justice |nprovenent and
I ncreasi ng Prevention Act proposes to take disposition
authority for felony offenses, really any offense, | think,
wth a sentence over 1 year, away fromthe UCMIJ, away from
t he commanders, and vest it in a group of lawers. |n your
view, it seens to ne there is a lot of work that needs to be
done on mlitary sexual assault, but the net that we are
casting with sone of the proposals right now go far beyond
that. Barracks |arceny would be sonething that woul d be
taken out of the chain of conmand. Just intuitively, do you
think that is a good idea or a reasonabl e proposal, com ng

from Congress?

80

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

81

Ms. Krass: Senator, | know that | ast week Secretary
Austin stated that he would study that issue of the broader
versus the narrower scope, in terns of reforns to the UCMI,
and | simlarly, if I were confirned, would want to study
t hat issue.

Senator Tillis: WlIl, | do know that the timnng
problemw th your confirmation may nmake it difficult for you
to play a role in the DoD putting forth a reconmendati on
before we have to set an NDAA mark-up and take up proposals.
So this is less for you when you get in -- Congratul ations
on the confirmation, now get to work -- but we have got to
make sure that the DoDis noving fairly quickly to get the
comm ssi on recomendati ons before the President, and for the
President to take a position onit, if it is going to have

any inpact on our proceedings in the next nonth.

Ms. Berger, | have spent a lot of tine on mlitary
housing. | have spent a ot of tine down at Fort Bragg and
Canp Lejeune. | amagoing to go back down there for town
halls. | have been doing mlitary famly town halls down

there, and it has inproved the situation just by putting
pressure on the mlitary housing vendors. | think that the
Bill of Rights is a great idea, but |I also think that if you
are confirmed, in order to take best care of our sailors and
marines, we have to take a step back and see if the entire

framework that we have in place for mlitary housi ng nakes
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sense. It is alnost 25 years old. There are 80-sone-odd
contracts. It seens to ne that if we only think about going
after the housing providers, when | think there is a

| egiti mate shared responsibility for a |lack of focus by the
garri son conmanders, a |lack of nodernizing these contracts,
can | get your conmmtnent to naybe take a step back and not
only look at putting out the fires that | amdoing wth the
town halls but |ook at the underlying prograns and figure
out if there is way to nodernize them to nake them nore
resilient and nore responsive to mlitary famly needs?

Ms. Berger: Senator, the mlitary housing issue, as
you noted, is an inportant one, and thank you for the work
that you have done on it, to take good care of our sailors,
marines, and their famlies. If confirnmed, it would be
important to ne to make sure to get and actually visit with
the people who are living in the houses, who are taking
care, on the ground, on the installations, and also to do a
careful review of how everything is operating, to your
point, to ensure maxim zing resilience and the care that we
need to take for the famlies and the sailors and marines

that are living in this house.

So yes, if confirnmed, I would be glad to do those
t hi ngs.
Senator Tillis: Yeah, and if confirmed, | would |ike

to get a coomitnent fromeither you or a designate to
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participate in some of these town halls that we are doing.
W will have a nunber of people there, and I think it is
good, fresh feedback, and I think it would be helpful to
have you or, like |I said, a designate there when | do host
the town hall sonetine in August.

Ms. Berger: Senator, thank you for the invitation. |
woul d be glad to follow up with you and figure out the
appropriate way to attend, if confirmed. Thank you.

Senator Tillis: Thank you, and thank you all.
Congratul ati ons on your noninations. Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tillis. Nowlet ne
now recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, Chairman Reed, of course
Ranki ng Menber |nhofe, for holding this hearing. | would
also like to thank the nom nees for testifying today, and
Ms. Berger for neeting with ne recently. Thank you.

| would like to speak a little bit about the A r Force,
so Ms. Otiz Jones, the Air Force |ast year requested a
300, 000- acre expansi on of the Nevada Test and Traini ng Range
within the Desert National WIdlife Refuge, of course, in
order to nodernize the range. It also asked for primary
jurisdiction over the 800,000 acres of |land currently shared
with the refuge.

The fiscal year 2021 NDAA renewed the Air Force

existing withdrawal of alnmost 3 mllion acres of public
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| ands for 25 years, and included a provision that Senator
Cortez Masto and | authored that mandates an

I nt ergovernnental executive commttee between the Air Force
and the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service, to help inprove the
adm ni stration of, and resolve conflicts, on jointly managed
| ands. | believe we nust continue supporting the Air
Force's noderni zation requirenents to keep up with current
and energing threats while maintai ning Nevada's natural and
cul tural resources, and this is one way to do so.

So Ms. Otiz Jones, as the Air Force pursues
noder ni zati on of the Range, can you commt, if confirmed, to
exchanging information and col | aborating wth |ocal, state,
and Tri bal governnents, along with the rel evant
envi ronnment al stakehol ders on any proposals to w thdraw
Nevada' s public | ands?

Ms. Otiz Jones: Senator, | think it is extrenely
| nportant that the Departnment of the Air Force is a good
partner, both with |ocal stakeholders as well as those
within the interagency. So if confirmed, you have ny
commitnent to do just that.

Senator Rosen: And will you also commt to working
with ne and the rest of the delegation on any future | and
wi t hdrawal requests, and confirmthat you will stand up the
| nt er gover nment al Executive Commttee and get its first

neeti ng schedul ed, as the Navy has already done so for its
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own proposed expansion in Fallon, Nevada?

Ms. Otiz Jones: Senator, my understanding is that is
mandated, and if confirmed, | will execute that in short
order.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | look forward to being
part of that.

And so | amgoing to nove on to our |and w thdrawal at
Fal l on Naval Air Station. So Ms. Berger, of course we had a
great time to talk this week, and I want to turn to the
proposed Naval Air Station Fallon |and withdrawal. The Navy
seeks to continue operations on its current 240,000 acres
and take ownership of over 600,000 acres of Federal |and and
over 65,000 acres of non-Federal |and, an action that woul d
expand the training conplex to about 900, 000 acres.

Federal |and managers currently allow the public to
have access to nuch of the proposed expansion area for
grazing, for hunting, for mneral exploration, and for
geot hermal devel opnment. And due in large part to safety
concerns, the Navy's proposal would curtail nmany of these
activities. Recently, the Navy sent over a |legislative
proposal to this commttee, which unfortunately is al nost
I dentical to the request fromlast year and does not
I ncor porate any of the suggested changes fromthe Nevada
del egati on.

So Ms. Berger, as the Navy pursues nodernization on the
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Range, can you commit, if confirmed, to exchangi ng

I nformation, collaborating wwth |Iocal, state, and Tri bal
governnents, along with rel evant stakehol ders on any
proposals to Nevada's public lands and work with ne and the
rest of the Federal delegation on any |and w thdrawal
requests?

Ms. Berger: Senator Rosen, thank you for the tinme to
visit wwth you and for the conversation, and | understand
the diverse interests that are at stake here and al so the
i nportance that Nevada provides to our aviators and our
Special Forces who train in this critical area.

If confirmed, it is inportant to |look at the ability of
t hese people to be able to train as they will fight and al so
to consider the diverse interests that you listed, and if
confirnmed, | will be glad to have an ongoi ng conversati on,
share information, and collaborate with you.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. Quickly, | just want to
mention, again, in 1959, the Navy dropped an inert ordnance
outside Fallon's B-19 range, contam nated nearly 6,000 acres
of the Wal ker River Paiute's Tribe reservation. And so, M.
Berger, if confirmed, will you commt to working with ne and
t he Nevada del egation on assuring that the Tribe is fairly
conpensated for this?

Ms. Berger: Senator, if confirmed, I will be glad to

continue to speak with you on this issue and follow up and
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col | aborate so that we can do the best that we can for the

Tri bes who are inportant stakeholders in this issue.

Senator Rosen: Thank you very mnuch.

M. Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen.

Kelly, please.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

followup a little bit on Senator

you, Dr. Ratner. As you know,

My time is up,

Senat or

want to

Hawl ey's questions with

the integration and

synchroni zation of forces is key to wi nning conplex, dynanc

mlitary operations.
operate jointly, they

and they are probably

And, you know, China's ability to

are late to the gane, |

trying to catch up.

t hi nk, here,

Is that an area that you | ooked at as you led the

Departnment' s Chi na Task Force,

jointly?

M. Ratner: Yes,

Senat or .

their ability to operate

Senator Kelly: And their command and control of their

j oint operations, would you be able to comment about where

they were and where they are today,

and then how t hat

i npacts -- you know, what is the operational inpact to us as

they inprove their joi

nt ability?

M. Ratner: Senator, it is a great question. As you

know, the People's Liberation Arny has been undergoing a

very rapid, intense nodernization that has included an
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effort to try to develop a nore joint force that woul d be
capability of offensive operations in the Western Pacific
that certainly inpact our interests, our alliances, and our
presence there.

Senator Kelly: Are they increasing the nunber of joint
exerci ses that they do?

M. Ratner: Yes, Senator.

Senator Kelly: And what do you feel the inpact on us
I's, specifically, at this point?

M. Ratner: Senator, | think their increasing
capability continues to threaten our interests, as does
their aggressive behavior, and it is all the nore reason why
we need to be thinking about our posture, our operational
concepts, and our capabilities in the region to bol ster
deterrence and nmaintain peace and stability there, as we
have for decades.

Senator Kelly: So one of our strengths is anplified,
and a strength that we have, is our relationships with our
allies. Considering their novenent towards jointness within
their own force, what should we be doing today to strengthen
our alliances and partnerships to counter their increasing
ef fectiveness?

M. Ratner: Senator, our alliances and partnerships
are absolutely fundanmental to our strategy in the region.

It is also one of our critical advantages over China. They
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do not have the kind of alliances and partnerships that we
do. And we are in constant contact, trying to deepen the
i nteroperability of those relationships, trying to devel op
joint technologies as well as starting to tal k about
potential contingencies, and if confirmed, | would commt to
try to strengthen those partnerships to the best capability
possi bl e.

Senator Kelly: Thank you. | think that is key to our
| ong-term success in the region.

| want to switch to Ms. Otiz Jones for a second. M.
Jones, it is clear that space is going to be an increasingly
| nportant domain for the mlitary in future conflicts, and
al ready today we are seeing signs of increased orbital
congestion. Yet our ability to coordinate effectively with
ot her nations regarding activities in space, and
particularly to have countries |ike Russia and Chi na engage
meani ngfully in this coordination could be inproved, from
shared chal |l enges, challenges that | have dealt with
personal ly, |ike space debris. G 7 countries announced new
commitnents on this just this week, but to major security
threats this coordination is badly needed.

So, Ms. Jones, if confirnmed, you wll help oversee the
Service's role on these issues. Howw Il you work to
| mprove coordi nati on and cooperation with these nations

while ensuring the integrity of U S. m ssions?
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Ms. Ortiz Jones: Senator Kelly, thank you for the
question. One of ny top priorities, if confirnmed, would be
to review the status of the efforts for the U S. Space Force
to reach full operational capability. A key part of that,
as you nentioned, will be review ng the status of our i nput
to the shaping of nornms and behaviors in space that are so
key to addressing sone of the behaviors, the dangerous
behaviors that you just identified. So | would want to
ensure that the Space Force is working in full coordination
Wi th our interagency partners to ensure Departnent of the
Air Force equities are best represented in shaping those.

Senator Kelly: | have heard specifically from
| eadership at the Space Force that often, especially with
regards to Russia, even though we are trying to nmake our
best effort to coordinate, not always received well fromthe
ot her side, you know, often instead of direct contact where,
you know, | eaving nessages, sending emails. And these are
significant events, often, that we are trying to prevent a
conjunction between spacecraft, and these are high-val ue
assets, not only for us but for other nations, specifically
our allies. So | appreciate you being willing to look into
this. Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly. And I

recogni ze Senator Sullivan, and note that the vote is in

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

91

process and we have to vote. Thank you, sir.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you to all the witnesses for your service to our country and
your continued service here. Congratul ations on your
nom nati ons.

| want to begin by -- there was a hearing many, nany
years ago, several decades ago, Arnmed Services Conmittee.
The father of the US. Ar Force, Billy Mtchell, stated
that "(blank) place,” this place, "was the nost strategic
place in the world. Anyone who controlled this place could
control North Anerica, Europe, and Asia." Do any of you
know what place Billy Mtchell was tal king about when he
said this in front of the Congress of the United States?
Take a guess.

Ms. Ortiz Jones: Al aska.

Senator Sullivan: There you go. Alaska. All right.
So can | get a commtnent fromeach of you to cone to Al aska
soon in your tenure and see why it is so strategic,
particularly as we are reorienting towards the | NDOPACOM
region? Can | get a yes from everybody?

Ms. Krass: Yes, Senator.

Ms. Ortiz Jones: Yes.

M. Ratner: Yes.

Ms. Berger: Yes.
WS

Skel ly: Yes.
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Senator Sullivan: Everybody? D d |l get a yes? Ckay,
good.

Il want to follow up on that. You know, M. Skelly, I
want to get your commitnent, and M. Ratner, Dr. Ratner,
with regard to JPARC. That is our training ranges up in
Al aska. W just conducted -- hopefully you sawit -- the
Nort hern Edge exercise. JPARC is a first-class, probably
sone of the best training areas in the world. Like |I said,
t he Northern Edge exercise we just did had an entire MEU ARG
that participated, carrier strike group.

Can | get your commitnent to take a | ook at JPARC and
see all the opportunities it has for training high-end,
fifth-gen training that we need to be ready, you know, for
the great power conpetition that, in many ways, isS upon us?

M. Ratner: Yes, Senator.

Ms. Skelly: Yes, Senator.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you. Dr. Ratner, one thing
that is often, | think, alittle bit forgotten is, again,

t he Al aska base force is our kind of at the classic scenes
of different COCOVE. You have a significant threat com ng
from EUCOM Those forces are OPCON to PACON. | had Admiral
Aquilino up in Alaska just a couple of weeks ago. And when
you are looking at the different opportunities but also
force posture in the region, can you commt to ne to nake

sure you are keeping Al aska in mnd? W are NORTHCOM
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STRATCOM because of our mssile defense, but again, we are
going to have over 100 fifth-gen fighters, by the end of
this year, based in Alaska. Otentines, even with our nost
sophi sticated strategists, they kind of |ook at
International Date Line, east or west, and they forget to go
north. Alaska forces are nuch closer to Japan and Korea
than many of our forces that are east of the International
Date Line, even though we are west.

Can | get your commtnent to nake sure that as you are
| ooki ng at force posture you strongly consi der Al aska and
the forces there, not just what we have but for future
forces?

M. Ratner: Absolutely, Senator, and | still have the
map you gave ne, showing those flight tinmes, so it is on ny
desk at the Pentagon.

Senator Sullivan: Good. | appreciate that.

You know, the outgoing | NDOPACOM conmander, in a
heari ng that nade a fair anount of news just about 2 nonths
ago, a question that | asked him given the aggressiveness
of Xi Jinping, Comrunist Chinese Party, you know how
aggressive they have been with other countries -- India,
Australia, Hong Kong -- | asked himwhat does that entail,
fromhis perspective, with regard to Tai wan.

| was just in Taiwan. | |led a group of Senators,

Senat or Duckworth, who is on this conmttee, very good
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nmeetings. But we were there to support a strong,
traditional partner, as the Taiwan Rel ations Act nandates
that we do, as a country. It canme fromthis Senate body.
Admi ral Davidson said he thought within 6 years the Chinese
Communi st Party woul d nove to probably try to forcefully
retake Taiwan. Do you agree with that tineline? It was
kind of a shocking statenent. And if called upon, | know it
Is a bit of a vague commtnent that we have, one way or the
other, are they, or if need be, if called upon, if we make
that decision, are we ready to nmake sure that that kind of
aggressive action would not succeed? Do you agree with that
timeline?

M. Ratner: Senator, it is a very inportant question.
| agree with Admiral Davidson's sense of urgency. | do not
think it is particularly useful to put a pin on a tineline.
| think what we have to do is ensure that we are maintaining
conbat - credi bl e deterrence going forward, whether that is 5
years fromnow, 10 years from now, 15 years fromnow. As |
said to Senator Hawl ey, | think we have the capability today
to deter and defeat Chinese aggression, and | think it is
i nportant that we maintain that going forward.

Senator Sullivan: Good. | look forward to working
with all of you. Thank you, M. Chairman. | wll have
several additional questions for the record.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Sullivan.
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| want to thank the nom nees for your excellent testinony,
and nore inportantly, your wllingness to serve the nation.
And with that | will adjourn the hearing. Thank you very

much.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:55 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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