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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF: MR JOHN NOH TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR | NDO- PACI FI C SECURI TY AFFAIRS; MR
CHARLES L. YOUNG Il TO BE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF THE ARMY; MR WLLIAM K. LANE |1l TO BE GENERAL COUNSEL
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE; AND MR DAVID E. BECK TO
BE DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR FOR DEFENSE PROGRAMS, NATI ONAL

NUCLEAR SECURI TY ADM NI STRATI ON

Tuesday, Cctober 7, 2025

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Conm ttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker
[ presiding], Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Scott, Budd,
Sheehy, Reed, Shaheen, G I|ibrand, Blunenthal, Kaine, King,

Warren, Peters, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, and Sl otKkin.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER F. W CKER, U.S. SENATOR

FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: The hearing will cone to order.
Today, the commttee will hear fromand speak with four
nom nees. Before we do, | want to mark this date, the

second anni versary of the attacks of Cctober 7th, 2023. W
know wel |l the horrors of that day when Hanas terrorist
attacked Israel in acts of unspeakable brutality. The
terrorists killed 1,195 people, including 40 American
citizens. They took hostage 251 i nnocent people, anong them
12 Americans. It's my sincere hope that the President's
peace efforts will bring the hostages honme very soon and
lead to a | asting peace. And for ny part, we stand fast
with our ally, Israel.

| wel cone our witnesses and their famlies today, and I
thank them for being with us. |'mgrateful that these
i ndi vi dual s have stepped up to serve. W need people |ike
t hem because we face an increasingly dangerous threat
environment, the nost dangerous we've faced since Wrld War
.

M. John Noh has been nom nated to serve as the
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for I|Indo-Pacific Security
Affairs. W nust do what it takes to ensure continued

deterrence agai nst the People's Republic of China, because
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we are not where we need to be.

In that respect, President Trunp has rightly focused on
achi eving peace in Europe and the Mddle East. The U S. and
our allies nust also nmaintain a favorabl e bal ance of power
in the Indo-Pacific, and the Trunp Adm ni stration nust have
the tools it takes to do that job. It will be M. Noh's
responsi bility working al ongside Congress to ensure that the
adm ni strati on does have those tools.

The Chi nese Conmuni st Party, along with the nucl ear-
armed Russia and North Korea pose a significant threat to
the United States. The scale and scope of that threat put a
prem umon our alliance. |In light of that, |I'm disappointed
wi th sone of the decisions the departnment has nmade with
respect to our allies in Japan, South Korea, Australia, and
Tai wan.

A few of these choices have |left ne scratching ny head.
Perhaps we will talk through sone of those today. | hope to
hear how M. Noh will inject nore diplomatic skill and
nmut ual |y beneficial approaches into our conversations wth
our close allies.

M. Charles Young has been nom nated to be the general
counsel of the Departnent of the Arny. He is currently
serving as the DOD s principal deputy general counsel,
havi ng been appointed by President Trunp. He previously
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served as the DOD acting general counsel.

In M. Young's long history of public and mlitary
service, he has served as the general counsel of the
Nat i onal Guard Bureau, and as the Bureau's Litigation and
Enpl oyment Law Chief. M. Young served in the Arny and in
the National Guard, both as an Apache attack helicopter
pilot, and later as a judge advocate.

He retired fromthe mlitary service in 2009, and |
comrend M. Young for his lifelong conmtnent to public
service. | have no doubt that if confirmed he will be of
great benefit to the United States.

M. WIIliam Lane has been nom nated to be the general
counsel of the Departnment of the Air Force. He is a
graduat e of Harvard Law School, and a partner in the Wley
Law Firm where he practices adm nistrative and
constitutional law. He has represented clients in matters
before the United States Supreme Court.

In addition to his work in the private sector, M. Lane
served in the Departnment of Justice and as special counsel
on the Senate Judiciary Commttee. Notably, M. Lane is an
Arny veteran. |If he's confirnmed, all these experiences,
will aid himin his position as the Air Force general
counsel. | look forward to hearing fromboth M. Young and
M. Lane. 1'd like to hear their views on what their
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respective offices are doing right and what those offices
m ght do differently.

And then, M. David Beck, has been nom nated to be the
deputy adm nistrator for defense prograns for the National
Nucl ear Security Adm nistration. |If confirmed, he will be
responsi ble for the essential task of rebuilding and
noder ni zi ng our |ong, neglected nucl ear weapons stockpil e.

Over the past several years, we have watched as Russi a,
China, and North Korea, have rapidly expanded their nucl ear
arsenal s and devel op new types of weapons, weapons for which
we are solely unprepared. These advances and our absurdly
| ow progress in updating our own forces threaten the very
foundati on of our strategic deterrent. They expose the
Ameri can people to existential dangers. W have not seen
dangers |like that since the Soviet Union could threaten us
with annihilation every day during the Cold War.

The Congressional Strategic Posture Comm ssion nade
cl ear that nodernizing our country's nuclear deterrent is an
absol ute national inperative. This position requires
| eadership, and skill, and a cl ear unm stakabl e comn t nent
to pursue results relentlessly, and to deliver the stockpile
we need to defend our nation and our allies.

Wth that, | turn to ny friend and col | eague, Ranki ng
Menber Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHCDE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman. And
like you, | want to recognize the two years since Cctober
7th, 2023. Just a few days after that, | was in Jerusal em
had a chance to personally wi tness the heartache, the
trauna, the danage that was done on that day. And | hope
li ke the chairman, that the President's actions will lead to
a |lasting peace.

Good norning to our witnesses, and congratul ati ons on
your nomnations. And I'd like to welcone the famly
menbers that are here in the conpetition for best behaved
child under 10. So, thank you very much. M. Noh, you are
nom nated to be Assistant Secretary of Defense for I|ndo-
Pacific Security Affairs. You currently serve as Deputy
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for East Asia, and previously
served on the House Sel ect Commttee on the Chinese
Communi st Party, and as an Arny infantry officer. | trust
your experience gives you a clear understanding of the
strategic challenges that we faced in the I ndo-Pacific.

Over the past decade, China has aggressively expanded
its mlitary econonmic and political influence, while testing
Ameri can resolve across the region. The United States does
not seek conflict with China, but we have vital interest
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that nmust be protected through credi ble deterrence and
strong alliances. Qur partnerships wth Taiwan, Japan,
Sout h Korea, Australia, and the Philippines, anong others,
remai n the cornerstone of regional stability.

' m concerned however, that the Trunp Adm nistration
has underm ned years of progress with these allies,
threatening troop withdrawal s, scaling back joint exercises,
i nposing erratic tariffs, and diverting on strategic forces
to unrel ated regions, and even donestic mlitary
depl oynents. These actions weaken our deterrence and damage
trusts with our allies. M. Noh, | would Iike to know how
you would work to repair these rel ationshi ps and strengt hen
Anmerica's position in the Indo-Pacific.

M. Young, are nominated to be General Counsel of the
Departnment of the Arny after having served as the acting
General Counsel of the Departnent of Defense during the
first six nmonths of the Trunp Administration. In that
position, you advised on several controversial and
potentially in the view of several courts, unlawful
deci sions that this comm ttee nmust consider.

In June, the administration deployed U. S. Marine Corps
and National Guard forces to Los Angel es agai nst the
governor's w shes, a decision that a federal district court
has determned to be a violation of federal |aw and the
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Constitution. W understand that as acting General Counsel,
you asserted no |l egal objection to this deploynent, nor did
you produce a witten opinion on it.

You al so gave the approval for a March 30th U. S,
mlitary flight that transported m grants from Guant anano
Bay to El Sal vador without any civilian | aw enforcenent
officers or DHS officials present, a violation of
immgration law and explicit judicial orders, and |I've asked
t he Defense Departnment's Inspector General to investigate
this incident.

Finally, 1'mdeeply concerned about any role you played
in advising on the legality of recent mlitary strikes off
Venezuel a's coast. | have nade ny skepticismof this
operation clear, and I do not believe it conports with
i nternational |aw

M. Young, if you're confirmed, you'll confront serious
guestions about the role of rule of law, civilian control of
the mlitary, and the limts of executive power, and | know
you' Il provide full and forthcom ng testinony on these
matters today.

M. Lane, you are nonmi nated to be CGeneral Counsel
Departnment of the Air Force. This position has a broad
scope of responsibilities, including serving as a | egal
advisor to the Secretary of the Air Force and other officers
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within the departnent, as well as the chiefs of the Air
Force, and Space Force, and their staffs. |f confirned,
you' Il be tasked with providing | egal services throughout
the entire departnent in a variety of disciplines, including
fiscal law, ethics, dispute resolution, environnmental |aw,
| abor law, and litigation.

In addition, the general counsel exercises oversight of
intelligence and other sensitive activities and
i nvestigations. These are w de rangi ng and conpl ex
chall enges that will require astute | egal guidance. | would
ask that you share how you plan to approach these issues and
what obj ectives you have for this inportant position.

Finally, M. Beck, you are nom nated to be Deputy
Admi ni strator for Defense Prograns of the National Nuclear
Security Admnistration. |If confirmed, you will help | ead
the effort to nodernize the warheads that form our nuclear
triad. This nodernization is one of the nost conplex and
consequential undertakings in our national defense. The
NNSA faces enornous pressure as it sinultaneously updates
agi ng war head progranms and rebuilds infrastructure that, in
sone cases, dates back to the Manhattan Project.

Central to the mssion is the NNSA s highly skilled
wor kf orce of nuclear scientists and engineers. Yet, norale
across the agency has suffered in recent nonths as hundreds
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of enpl oyees have been fired, threatened with term nation,
or rehired in a disorgani zed nmanner. These di sruptions have
underm ned confidence and stability at a tinme when
continuity is essential.

If confirmed, you'll bear responsibly not only for the
techni cal success of these prograns, but for the people who
make t hem possible. M. Beck, | would like to know how you
would work to restore trust, retain experts, and ensure that
political interference does not conpronmise the integrity of
this critical mssion.

Thank you again to our nom nees, and | | ook forward to
testinmonies. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, M. Ranking Menber. W
have a di stingui shed guest with us today, Senator Bl ackburn.
| understand that you will be introducing M. Lane, and I

turn to you for your coments at this point.
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STATEMENT OF HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN, U.S. SENATOR FROM
TENNESSEE

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you, M. Chairman, and |
t hank you and the ranki ng menber for your remenbrances of
OCctober 7th. W appreciate that. And it is indeed an honor
for me to be here this norning to introduce M. WIIliam
Lane. We call himBill in our office because he is married
to our Chief of Staff, Katie Lane, and of course, he is the
nom nee to serve as General Counsel for the Departnent of
the Air Force.

Before entering the | egal profession, he served on
active duty as a cavalry officer inthe US. Arny. He
depl oyed to Diyala Province, Iraq, from 2010 to 2011 as a
pl atoon | eader, and later, a troop executive officer with
t he Second Brigade 25th Infantry Division overseei ng conbat
patrol s coordination with the Rocky MIlitary and civilian
officials and the readiness of over $53 mllion in
equi pment. After his mlitary service, he attended Harvard
Law School where he graduated Magna Law.

Hi s record of public service reflects a career marked
by distinction and dedication. He served in the Departnent
of Justice during the first Trunp Adm nistration as a
Presi denti al appoi ntee where he advi sed federal agencies and
represented the U.S. in courts across the country. He
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conpl eted cl erkships on both the U S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Grcuit and the U S. Court of Appeals for the DC
Circuit, and served as special counsel to the Senate
Judiciary Conmittee during the confirmation of Justice Nei
Gorsuch to the Suprenme Court.

Currently he's a partner at Wley Ryan LLP, here in DC
where he practices appellate and general conmerci al
litigation. He is a dedicated husband and father. They
live in Alexandria, Virginia. Katie is his wife, and they
have t hree precious well-behaved children that are right
behi nd ne over here; Catherine, Elizabeth, and WIlliam And
| think that they're going to deserve a treat when this day
IS over.

| will say that for the record, with Bill's
di stinguished mlitary service, his deep | egal expertise,
hi s proven dedication to advanci ng constitutional
principles, I amconfident that he will serve with
integrity, discipline, and an unwavering commtnent to the
Ameri can people. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much, Senator
Bl ackburn. And as you know, you're welcone to stay

t hroughout the entire hearing, or you may | eave at your --

Senator Bl ackburn. | got to go to Judiciary.
Chai rman Wcker: Yes, | understand that. Your very
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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generous and excell ent openi ng statenment on behal f of M.

Lane entitles himto go first in nmaking an opening

statenent.

So,

M.

Lane, you are now recogni zed.
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STATEMENT OF MR. WLLIAM K. LANE Ill, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE Al R FORCE

M. Lane: Thank you, sir. Chairnman Wcker, Ranking
Menber Reed, and di stingui shed nenbers of this conmttee,

t hank you for the chance to appear here today as the
President's nom nee to be General Counsel of the Depart nent
of the Air Force.

" m profoundly grateful to President Trunp for the
trust he placed in nme when he chose to put ny nane forward
to be considered by the Senate. | thank Secretary Hegseth
and Secretary Meink for the opportunity to serve, as well as
Senat or Bl ackburn, for supporting ny nom nation and for her
ki nd remar ks today.

And | thank ny famly, sone of whom are here today and
ny not her wat ching from hone. But above all else, | owe ny
gratitude to our Lord Jesus Christ for the countless
bl essi ngs he has bestowed on nme throughout ny life. Chief
anong them has been ny wife, Katie. She and | net in 2017
when we were working as special counsels for Chairman
Grassley on the Judiciary Conmittee.

Al t hough Katie has an especially inpressive career as
an attorney, both in governnent and in private practice, she
al ways places our famly first. | would not be here today
wi t hout her steadfast support and | ove of all her
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acconpl i shmrents. However, | think she would agree that her
greatest is our three children; Catherine, Elizabeth, and
Wl liamwho are here with us today.

For centuries, ny ancestors took up arns to defend our
great republic. Both of ny grandfathers served at sea in
the United States Navy during the Second Wrld War. W
father volunteered for Viethnamas a G een Beret with the 5th
Speci al Forces Goup, during which tinme he fought in the Tet
Ofensive. M uncle followed himto Vietnam soon after as a
United States Mari ne.

One of the greatest honors of ny life was to continue
that tradition as a calvary officer inlrag. | got to see
firsthand why the Anerican mlitary is the pride of our
nati on and the envy of the world. As | |earned during ny
time in service, perhaps the greatest bulwark standing
bet ween our nation's prosperity and those who woul d do us
harmis the United States Air Force.

Al t hough whi | e depl oyed, we had to be ever vigilant of
the threat Al -Qaeda in Iragq posed to our soldiers on the
ground. W could al ways be confident that our airnmen owned
the skies. There was nothing nore terrifying to an
i nsurgent fighter and nothing nore reassuring to our
sol diers than the sound of an American fighter jet. As
we've seen this year, Anerica's ability to project |etha
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force to any spot on the globe is unparalleled. W owe a
great debt of gratitude to the airnen who nake that
possi bl e.

As our Union nears its 250th birthday, however, owning
the skies is not enough. Space is the next battlefield.
Yi el di ng hegenony over that theater to our adversaries woul d
end the prinmacy of the Anerican military, squandering what
t housands of soldiers, sailors, airnen, and narines have
fought to secure as a birthright for the Amrerican peopl e.

President Trunp's decision to create the Space Force in
2019 may prove to be the greatest strategic mlitary
decision in generations. |In the 21st century, American
security depends on owning not only the skies but the
heavens. W nust be prepared to dom nate space |f
confi r med.

As Ceneral Counsel of the Departnment of the Air Force,
| would serve as chief legal Oficer to the United States
Air Force and Space Force. In that capacity, it would be ny
duty to ensure that those | eading our airnmen and guardi ans
recei ve the highest caliber advice and counsel. That neans
ensuring that the directives of the President are executed,
and statutes passed by Congress are obeyed. Above all else,
ny task would be to support and defend the Constitution, an
oath | have taken on many occasi ons throughout ny career.
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As President Trunp made cl ear our country's greatness
depends on the strength of our mlitary, and a strong
mlitary depends on recruiting and retaining the very best,
t hose who are nost capabl e of destroying the eneny with
overwhel m ng force. As general counsel, | will commt to
ensuring that airnmen and guardi ans are eval uated solely on
their ability to execute this fundanental task. That is
preci sely what the |law and our Constitution require.

Finally, to acconplish its mssion, our mlitary
deserves the greatest weapons and equi pnent in the world.
| f confirmed, | pledge to provide Air Force and Space Force
| eaders with the |l egal tools they need to acquire the very
best for our warfighters.

It was a privilege representing the United States as an
attorney in the Departnent of Justice during President
Trunp's first term It would be an honor to serve the
Presi dent and ny country once again as General Counsel of
t he Departnment of the Air Force.

| thank the committee for its time this norning, and |
| ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of M. Lane follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, M.

M . Noh, your opening statenment, sir.
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STATEMENT OF MR. JOHN NOH, TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE FOR | NDO- PACI FI C SECURI TY AFFAI RS

M. Noh: M. Chairman, Ranking Menber Reed and
di stingui shed nenbers of the Armed Services Committee, it is
a great honor to appear before you today and to be
considered for the position of Assistant Secretary of War
for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs.

' mdeeply grateful to President Trunp for nom nating
me for this role. | would also like to express ny sincere
gratitude to Secretary of War Hegseth, Deputy Secretary of
War Fei nberg, and Undersecretary of War for Policy Col by,
for their |eadership and support.

| amfully committed to inplenmenting the President's
policy of putting American's interest first in achieving
peace through strength and thank you nenbers of this
comrittee for your consideration. [|'mgrateful for the
opportunity | had to neet with you and your staffs over the
past several weeks.

Finally, I'"'mvery fortunate to have ny wife, Isela, and
our children; Jaku, John, and N na, sitting behind ne today.
The | ove, understandi ng and support |'ve received fromthem
have nade everything possible. | cannot thank them enough.
| also want to thank ny parents who are not here but have

supported nme throughout ny life.

19
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| joined the Arny right after college. Qur country was
at war, and | wanted to do ny part and serve. | was
fortunate enough to deploy to Afghani stan and | ead sol diers
in conbat. To this day, nmy mlitary service fundanmentally
shapes how | think, including about the role for which |I've
been nom nat ed.

Def ense policy is deeply personal to nme because
ultimately it has to do with the well-being of our nmen and
wonen in uni formwho m ght one day be put in harnis way.

For me, there's no nore inportant m ssion than doing
everything | can to prevent war, to deter conflict, but if
they're called upon to fight, ensuring that our service
menbers can execute the m ssion and cone back honme safely.

My nomination for the position of Assistant Secretary
of War for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs cones at a perilous
nonment for the Indo-Pacific. It was ny tine as a
Congressional staffer working for the House Sel ect Committee
on China that hel ped ne understand and appreci ate many of
the chall enges we face in the region today.

| do not believe conflict is inevitable, but | also do
not believe that peace can be assuned. |If confirned, | wll
do everything in ny power to ensure we achi eve peace and
prevent war in the region with the utnost urgency and focus.

Since January of this year, |I've had the privilege of

20
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serving in various roles within the Indo-Pacific Security
Affairs Team of OSW Policy, and over those nonths, | was
abl e to conduct numerous engagenents with counterparts from
various countries. | know that America First does not nean
America alone. | value greatly the alliances and

part nershi ps we have throughout the region.

Menbers of the commttee, it truly is an honor of a
lifetime to be given an opportunity to earn your trust and
continue serving our great country. |If confirmed, | pledge
to work closely with you and your teans through the numerous
i ssues and chal l enges the United States faces in the Indo-
Pacific.

Thank you, and | | ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of M. Noh follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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M. Young,

your opening statenent,
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STATEMENT OF MR. CHARLES L. YOUNG I I, TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

M. Young: Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di stingui shed nenbers of the committee, good norning. Thank
you for the opportunity to appear before you today. |'m
deeply honored by President Trunp's nom nation, and grat eful
for the President's and Secretary Hegseth's trust and
confidence. Above all, |I amthankful for the many bl essings
t hat God has bestowed upon our nation, our mlitary, and ny
famly.

"' mthankful for my parents; Charles, and Fl orence
Young, who instilled in our famly the val ues of God,
famly, country, duty, and honor. They will be |ong
remenbered and cherished. For Laurie, ny beautiful wfe of
34 years, our daughter Madi son Young, and her fiance
Ri chard, our daughter, Dr. Darby Schauss, and her husband
Der ek, and our 1l-year-old grandson Kenneth, and our son,
Captain Charles Lee Young IV, and his wife Holly. Their
undeni abl e | ove and support sustain nme. |'m also thankful
for the many friends and col | eagues who are supporting ne
here today. | appreciate and val ue your friendship.

| come froma snall coal mning town of Berw nd, West
Virginia, in the heart of Appal achia where patriotism and

public service run deep. The Young fam |y has four
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generations of Arny service. WM grandfather served in the
artillery in Wrld War |I. M father served in the infantry
in Wrld War Il. | had the privilege to serve in the Arny
as an Apache attack helicopter pilot and a judge advocate in
Iraq, and that spirit of service continues with our son,
Charles, who is currently at ariel gunnery at Joint Base
Lewis McCord today and can't be here.

I'"'mvery grateful for the opportunities that the Arny
has provided to our famly. Through the Arnmy, | earned an
under graduat e degree, a master's degree, and a | aw degree.
It's provided simlar opportunities for our son to us and
our famly. The Arny really is a place where you can be all
t hat you can be.

My 15 years of Army service ultimately laid the
foundation for another 15 years of active duty as an Air
Nati onal Guard Service as a judge advocate and a civilian
attorney, followed by another five years as the Cenera
Counsel for the National Guard Bureau. |In these roles, |'ve
advised mlitary and civilian | eaders fromthe conpany | evel
to the cabinet |level on the full spectrum of conplex and
mul tifaceted | egal issues facing the Departnent of War.

In recent nonths, | had the privilege to serve as the
acting CGeneral Counsel and Principal Deputy General Counsel
of the Departnent of War, an experience that has further
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deepened ny respect for our exceptionally conpetent and
dedi cat ed service nenbers, and for the conplexity of the
operations and adm ni stration of the vast Departnment of war.

I"'mtruly proud of the amazing | egal teammates across
the office of the General Counsel and the various mlitary
| egal departnments. It has been a privilege of a lifetine to
serve al ongside so nany dedi cated professionals over the
past 36 years of federal, mlitary, and civilian service.

| believe that under Secretary Driscoll's |eadership,
the Army is noving boldly to nmeet grow ng demands and deter
rising threats fromrestoring the warrior ethos, nodernizing
the force, and accelerating innovation to strengthening
readi ness and inproving the quality of life of our soldiers
and famlies. To that end, | amconmtted enphatically to
deliver clear, constructive |legal advice, anchored in the
| aw, and aligned with the Secretary's priorities.

If confirmed, I will work closely and coll aboratively
with the Arny Judge Advocate Ceneral, and will commt to
undertake a conprehensive review of the provision of |egal
services within the Departnent of the Arny to ensure that we
have the nost efficient and effective delineation of |egal
functions, responsibilities, and allocations of |egal
resources to best support Arny | eaders at every echel on.

This is an area in need of significant reform
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Above all, | remain conmtted to our Arny warfighters
and their famlies. Everything we do as |egal advisors nust
enabl e soldiers to excel in training, in conbat whenever the
nation calls, wherever they nmay serve or fight.

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear before
you today. | look forward to answering your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of M. Young follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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your opening statenent,

Thank you, M. Young.

sir.
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STATEMENT OF MR. DAVID E. BECK, TO BE DEPUTY
ADM NI STRATOR FOR DEFENSE PROGRAMS, NATI ONAL NUCLEAR
SECURI TY ADM NI STRATI ON

M. Beck: Chairman Wcker, Ranki ng Menber Reed,

di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee, it's an honor to
appear before you today.

' m deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve our
nation, and hunbl ed by President Trunp's trust in nom nating
me for the role of Deputy Adm nistrator for Defense Prograns
Wi thin the Departnent of Energy's National Nuclear Security
Adm nistration, NNSA. If confirnmed, | |look forward to
wor king with Secretary Wight, Adm nistrator WIlians, and
the entire departnent in advancing NNSA's critical national
security m ssions.

My wi fe, Jane, and our three children; Kara, David, and
Jaxson, are here are with nme today. Jane's unwaveri ng
support has been a cornerstone of ny personal and
prof essi onal journey, and | thank you for making this a
nmeani ngful | earning experience for our children.

The NNSA's nucl ear security mssion is crucial to our
nati onal defense. Ensuring the safety, security, and
reliability of our nuclear stockpile is a strategic
| nperative. This mission requires steadfast commtnent to

our personnel, the nodernization of our production and
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| aboratory infrastructure, and the ongoi ng advancenent of
sci ence, engineering, and technol ogy to address evol ving
t hreats.

The NNSA enterprise is filled with the nost tal ented
and dedi cated professionals | have ever worked wth;
scientists, engineers, production experts, support
personnel, and security professionals. Having had the
privilege of working al ongsi de many of them throughout ny
career, | know firsthand the caliber of this workforce.
Aligning incentives of all individuals and organi zations to
the mission is central to achieving our shared objectives.

If confirmed, I will work tirelessly to enhance our
strategic deterrence capability and strengthen the
capability and alignment of the NNSA's efforts with the
Department of War and ot her national stakeholders. |'m
comritted to delivering timely, m ssion-focused outcones
whil e ensuring enterprise transparency, accountability, and
col | abor ati on.

W face a rapidly evolving threat |andscape. CQur
adversaries are acting with increasing speed and bol dness,
seeking to challenge our security and underm ne our defense
or deterrence posture. In response, we nust act with
urgency and precision. Qur mssion cannot fail. Therefore,
we nmust |lead with discipline, innovation, and an unwaveri ng

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

30

focus on results.

Wth over 40 years of experience in a nuclear weapons
conplex, | offer a broad and integrated perspective from
| aboratories to production sites, and from program execution
to executive |l eadership. During ny previous tenure as NNSA
Assi stant Deputy Adm nistrator for Stockpile Operations and
MIlitary Applications, 1999 through 2004, | hel ped guide the
organi zati on through pivotal nonments, including its
formati on, the post 9/11 national security transition, and
the |l aunch of |ife extension prograns for our |egacy
stockpile. | also spent seven years at Los Al anps Nationa
Laboratory, serving as Associate Director for Wapons and
Engi neering, and as Principal Deputy for Wapons Prograns.

"' m proud of the progress nmade by our enterprise and
optim stic about our ability to take our perfornmance to the
next |evel, to surpass our adversary through the strength of
our people, the integration of our |aboratories and
production sites, and a shared conm tnent to operational
excel | ence.

If confirmed, | will bring to this role the sane
dedi cation and sense of purpose that have guided ne through
ny career. | will lead with clarity, urgency, and
accountability, ensuring that NNSA continues to deliver on
its vital mssion with excellence and integrity.
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Thank you once nore for this opportunity to appear
before the conmttee. | welconme your questions, and if
confirmed, | look forward to working closely with you.

[ The prepared statenment of M. Beck follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

32

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch for your opening
statenment, and thank you-all.

I now will ask you a series of standard questi ons.
This conmittee poses to all civilian nom nees, and the best
way to proceed is for all of you sinply to answer at the
same tinme either yes or no.

Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: A sinple yes or a sinple no. Have
you assunmed any duties or taken any actions that would
appear to presune the outcone of the confirmation process?

[ Wtnesses answer in the negative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Exercising our |legislative and
oversight responsibilities nakes it inportant that this
comrittee, its subcommttees, and other appropriate
comrittees of Congress, receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirmed, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic comunications in a tinmely manner
when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

33

ot her appropriate comrttees of Congress, and to consult
with the requester regarding the basis for any good faith
delay or denial in providing such records?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chairman Wcker: WII you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this comrittee for
t he production of reports, records, and other informtion,
including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: WII| you cooperate in providing
W t nesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chairman Wcker: WIIl those witnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: So, now, let ne begin. W'IlIl now
begin a round of five-m nute questions by nmenbers of the
comm ttee.

Much of the funding for the Defense reconciliation bil
in the One Big Beautiful Bill, is unspecific and w |
technically be at the discretion of the departnent, though,
we will wite recomendations for them A quick yes or no
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fromeach of you, and we will go separately. | have heard a
| ot of runors regardi ng sone bureaucrats at the Pentagon
intending to reject Congressional intent for reconciliation
funding. Do you commt to follow the Congress's spending
recommendati ons in Defense reconciliation |egislation
unequi vocal ly? M. Lane?

M. Lane: Yes, Senator.

Chairman Wcker: M. Noh?

M. Noh: | do.

Chai rman Wcker: M. Young?

M. Young: Yes.

Chairman Wcker: M. Beck?

M. Beck: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. Now, let ne go then to M.
Noh. Taipei this year will spend about 3.3 percent of its
gross domestic product on defense, which is simlar to the
| evel of effort of our defense spending. President Lai, who
Senator Fischer and I nmet with just a few weeks ago, has
agreed to get to 5 percent of GDP given these advances in
t he Tai wanese position in concert with their defense
ref orns.

How i nportant is it to continue using U S. security
assistance to outfit the Tai wanese forces key capabilities?

And | et nme give you sonme context, M. Noh. A nunber of us
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are concerned that DOD may be using the Ukrai ne pl aybook

wi th Taiwan by taking defense itens procured with

Presi dential Drawdown Authority and returning it to the

def ense stockpile. This would be contrary to Congressi ona
intent, and would require Taiwan to purchase these itens

t hat have al ready been authorized as PDA. Wuld you conment
on that, M. Noh?

M. Noh: M. Chairman, thank you for this opportunity
to talk about the extrenely inportant issue of Taiwan, and
|'m personally grateful for your personal |eadership on this
i ssue. The actions that you just discussed of President
Lai, the progress that Taiwan is nmaking to increase defense
spending, it's all prom sing.

It was Adm ral Paparo who expl ained that actions that
Tai wan takes to strengthen itself, the defenses have a 3 to
1 | everage agai nst aggression. He explained that that's the
doctrine on assault ratios. So, everything that Taiwan
does, every extra dollar it spends, every capability it
acquires, these are extrenely inportant for the defense of
Taiwan, and | certainly applaud the | eadership and Tai pei
for taking those actions.

In terms of security assistance, M. Chairman, to
Taiwan, if confirnmed, | will provide nmy best advice and
reconmendati ons on the different tools we have at our
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di sposal, whether that's FMS, PDA, or TSCl, Taiwan Security
Cooperation Initiative, to expedite to the extent possible
deliveries of weapons sales to Taiwan, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Well, okay. And |I'mglad you
menti oned Adm ral Paparo because he's certainly sonmeone that
not only the admnistration | ooks to, but this conmttee
| ooks to, as a very sensible and steady voice in the
Pacific. But with regard to the PDA and TSCI, do you agree
that it would not be good policy to return themto defense
stock and then require our ally to pay for them having
al ready been authorized in PDA

M. Noh: M. Chairman, | strongly believe that Tai wan
needs to do its part and to pay, and to increase its defense
spendi ng. President Trunp said that Taiwan, which is an
island that faces an existential threat fromthe People's
Li beration Arny, fromthe Chinese mlitary, that Taiwan
shoul d spend upwards to 10 percent of his GDP on defense. |
strongly support that.

Again, the actions that you outlined of Taiwan
| eader shi p maki ng progress on defense spending and acti ons
that President Lai has taken, | applaud those efforts. But
Tai wan absolutely needs to do its part and spend nore, and
i ncrease its defense spending, and acquire the kind of
asymmetric capabilities that will be nost relevant for an

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

37

I nvasi on scenari o.

Chai rman Wcker: Well, you're declining to answer ny
guestion with regard to PDA.

M. Noh: M. Chairman, if confirmed, I'll provide ny
best advice and reconmendati ons on how we can continue to
del i ver weapons to Taiwan consistent with the President's
i ntent, including using PDA, and TSCI, and FMS

Chai rman Wcker: And consistent with statutory
| anguage?

M. Noh: Yes, M. Chairman

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Reed.

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very much, M. Chairman.

M. Young, as acting CGeneral Counsel for the first six
nonths of the adm nistration to the Departnent of Defense,
you were the chief legal officer of the departnent, and in
t hat period, DOD support included controversial use of
mlitary aircraft and personnel to transport people in DHS
cust ody from Guantanano Bay to El Sal vador anong ot her
pl aces.

And you are a | awer, you understand that the Fifth
Amendnent applies to people in the United States, not just
citizens. And you are also aware of the constant nunber of
cases bei ng pursued on behal f of people who were identified.
As a chief legal officer of the Departnent, did you ensure
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for each renoval operation supported by DOD military

per sonnel and planes, that the renpoval of the nanifested

i ndi vidual s conplied with the Fifth Amendnent and applicabl e
court orders?

M. Young: Senator, as we eval uated each one of those
removal flights, we worked very closely with the judge
advocates and chairman's legal to | ook at the nature of the
flight, what was bei ng questioned. W coordinated with the
Depart ment of Honel and Security to ensure that the people
who were manifested on that flight we're not subject to any
federal court order or restraining order for their novenent.
And we al so worked to make sure that we had a manifest that
had t hat docunmentation on there, sir.

Senator Reed: Did the Departnent of Defense or its
per sonnel ever take custody of the individuals transferred?

M. Young: Sir, it's when we conducted one flight, as
| understand, sonetine | think in March, in that flight, the
Depart ment of Defense provided support to the Departnent of
Honmel and Security under Chapter 15 which is our typical
nmet hod for providing support to the Departnent of Honel and
Security on these renoval flights, sir.

Senator Reed: Interesting. But the situation is |
think, nore conplicated. Secretary Rubi o boasted publicly
on March 31st that the March 30th flight, | think you're
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referring to, from Guantanano Bay to El Sal vador, had
transferred to El Sal vador 17 people who had been in the
United States. It appears by all public infornmation that
the transfer was in violation of at |east three court

orders, but yet you say that you' ve pursued every flight has
been verified to ensure that there was no violation of court
orders.

M. Young: Sir, within the Departnent of War, we did
our -- we tried to do our best due diligence to determ ne
whet her or not the personnel who were requested for
transport had been cl eared by the Departnent of Honel and
Security, and that they were not subject to any court order
or restraining order on their transportation.

Each i ndi vi dual has nunerous cases across the United
States. There are thousands of people who are in the
process of post renoval order actions, and each one has
their own. The Departnent of Honel and Security woul d
devel op a mani fest based off of people who are post renoval
order, and woul d then provide themto the Departnent of
Defense with a request for transportation under Chapter 15,
sir,

Senator Reed: Well, be before you approved that
flight, and it was a DOD flight requiring approval by the
Departnment, presumably the Secretary of Defense, with your
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advice, did you confirmor obtain from DHS or anyone el se
that all due process has been exhausted for these
i ndi vidual s, and that no court orders were inplicated.

M. Young: Senator, | did. And again, as you
menti oned, this matter is in under investigation by the
| nspector General at your request, so it would probably not
be appropriate ne for me to comment further on that matter.

Senator Reed: Well, | think your comments woul d be
i nportant because you are suggesting, | think, that
everything was cleared by DHS, when in fact in court, Unit
Chi ef of | CE Enforcenment and Renpbval Operations testified
that those individuals were renoved by DOD on a flight with
no DHS personnel on board. DHS did not direct DOD to renove
t hem

So, your counterpart, or one of your counterparts in
DHS is saying it was all DOD, they received no cl earance
fromus or information about |egal status, and that is
conpletely illegal. Departnent of Defense personnel cannot
act as |law enforcenment officers and violate the Fifth
Amendnent of the United States. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, M. Ranking Menber.
Senat or Fi scher.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

M. Beck, welcone, today. | appreciated our
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conversations earlier this year about how best to instill a
sense of urgency within NNSA so that they can achieve the
goals of their enterprise blueprint, especially to ensure
the recapitalization efforts that they' re coordi nated al so
wi th the weapons production prograrns.

Briefly, are there any practices that you woul d suggest
fromcomrercial industry, particularly with respect to
buil ding new facilities safely, but on a nore, what | would
say, reasonabl e schedule, so that NNSA coul d consi der
possi bl y adopting sonme of those?

M. Beck: Senator, thank you for the question. The
system that we've devised has, for acquisition and oversi ght
strategy, created an unaffordabl e schedul e and cost
environnent, and we need to nove towards a conmmerci a
approach, much like there's some good exanpl es that have
occurred in Space Force and naval reactors to use other
transactional authority to speed up the building of sonme of
t he t hi ngs.

About 70 percent of what NNSA does is commerci al,

i ncl udi ng standard industrial work |ike high expl osives, and
lithium and depleted uranium and | believe we could nove

very quickly to inprove urgency on that.

Senator Fischer: |If you are confirmed to this
position, will you enter with a sense of urgency?
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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M. Beck: Absolutely.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, sir.

M. Noh, welconme. China' s developing and they're
i ntegrating technol ogi es such as Al and hypersoni c space
capabilities at a really rapid pace, and | would say they
are doing so | ooking at breathtaking growh as well with
their nuclear arsenal. This is a huge threat to the United
States and also to the world.

As you | ook at what's devel opi ng between China and the
cooperation they're exhibiting with Russia and North Korea
ri ght now, what do you think would be sonme of the nost
signi fi cant consequences of that deepening rel ationship that
t hey have with those countries?

M. Noh: Senator, thank you for this opportunity to
tal k about the very alarmng issue of the devel opnent and
growh of the Chinese mlitary. As you nentioned, Senator,
China is undergoing really historic and unprecedented
mlitary buildup. It is the nost rapid mlitary buildup in
hi story and the | argest since Wrld War |1l, and it spans
bot h conventional and nuclear, as well as cyber and space
capabilities.

Senator Fischer: R ght. Are you concerned about that
and the ability that they will have to deny any kind of
access or capabilities to the United States mlitary from
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operating within that first and second island chai n?

M. Noh: This is an enornmous concern of mne, and if
confirmed, Senator, | will do everything in ny power to make
sure that we have conbat credible forces postured forward in
the Western Pacific along, as you nentioned, the first
i sland chain, second island chain, with the right
capabilities at the right places.

Senator Fischer: Do you believe we have a strong
comm tment and shoul d honor that commtnent in the |ndo-
Pacific?

M. Noh: Yes, Senator, ny understandi ng havi ng worked
at the Departnent since January of this year the departnent
absolutely takes its conmmtnents seriously, and if
confirmed, Senator |'lIl do everything | can to advance the
i nportant alliances and partnershi ps we have throughout the
regi on.

Senator Fischer: Wat other countries would you
suggest that the United States | ook toward in that area to
al so form partnershi ps allegiances with in order to face
t hat breathtaking gromh of a nuclear arsenal that China
has?

M. Noh: Senator, we have a nunber of extrenely
i nportant alliances in that region; Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Australia, and Philippines. These are countries with
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whom we have alliances. And if confirmed, Senator, |'ll do
everything | can to continue to advance those rel ationshi ps.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, sir. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman W cker: Senator Kai ne.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair. Congratul ations
to the nom nees.

M. Noh, I'mgoing to pick up right where you were with
Senator Fischer. | was very pleased to hear in your opening
statenment you say that, "America First does not nmean Anmerica
alone.” | think that's a very inportant recognition given
the current gl obal security environnent.

What's your assessnment of the U.S. continued engagenent
in the AUKUS security cooperation initiative, which has
strong bipartisan support in this coomttee and on the H I,
general | y?

M. Noh: Senator Kaine, thank you for your persona
| eadershi p on AUKUS. The departnment is conducting a review
of AUKUS to nmake sure that it is fully aligned with
President Trunp's Anerica First foreign policy. It is a
brass-tacks comon sense | ook at the realities facing AUKUS,
i ncluding the state of our submarine industrial base.

My understanding is our submarine industrial base
produces 1.2 Virginia class submarines a year. That nunber
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needs to go up to 2.33 Virginia class subnmarines a year for
us to be able to neet both U S. requirenents and fulfill our
obligations under AUKUS Pillar 1. | believe Admral Caudle
who testified before this conmttee several weeks ago, now
Chi ef of Naval Operations, who said that our submarine

i ndustrial base will need to go through a transformati onal

i nprovenent in production capacity. Not a 10 percent, not a
20 percent, but 100 percent inprovenent in production
capacity.

These are the issues, Senator, that we are |ooking into
as part of AUKUS review as well as whether it's properly
funded. And | know there are significant investnents that
have been nmade fromboth the U S. side and in addition to
the contributions that Australia has nade as part of Pillar

1, so the departnent continues to conduct review of AUKUS to

Senator Kaine: |'maware that the departnment is doing
it, but the question | asked you is what do you think about
the AUKUS security agreenment? Because | suspect that you've
been pretty involved in those discussions. Wat value do
you see in the security cooperation initiative?

M. Noh: Senator, | don't want to get ahead of both
Undersecretary Col by and Secretary Hegseth because the

review i s ongoing. M/ personal view, Senator, is that there
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are things that | believe common sense things that we can do
to strengthen AUKUS to strengthen Pillar 1, to ensure that

it is nore sustainable. As the review, as the findings of
the review conme out, | believe Undersecretary Col by and
Secretary Hegseth will have an opportunity to discuss

speci fic recommendations as to how to strengthen pillar one
and meke it nore sustainable.

But my personal viewis that there are things that we
as in both the United States and Australia, what the United
Ki ngdom can do to strengthen pillar one and nake it nore
sust ai nabl e.

Senator Kaine: You volunteered Australia as an exanple
of the kind of nation that we really need to partner wth,

i n your response to Senator Fischer's question, and | do
think the conmttee is watching this very closely. The
comrittee in a bipartisan way has expressed strong support
for this framework, not only in words, but in investnents.
And the Australian governnent has done the sanme. W | ook
forward to the conpletion and the report out of the Pentagon
on this.

I have a question for M. Young and M. Lane.

Secretary Hegseth did a recent directive that included a
reformof the mlitary equal opportunity and equal

enpl oynent opportunity process. One of the things in that
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reformwas a shift from anonynous to confidential reporting
as well as expedited case handli ng.

How wi I | you ensure that the shift from anonynous to
confidential reporting doesn't deter service nenbers,
particularly wonen, fromcomng forward with legitinate
conpl aints, especially in environments where retaliation
remai ns a concern, to both M. Lane and M. Young?

M. Lane: Senator, Thank you for that question. |
haven't -- I"'mnot privy to that |egal analysis, and |
haven't been briefed on that issue. | can give you ny
commi tnent, Senator, that anyone maki ng conpl ai nts shoul d be
treated seriously, and with dignity, and with respect.

My primary concern, if |I'm honored enough to be
confirmed as general counsel, is to make sure the rul e of
law reins. So, | would take a cl ose | ook at applicable
statutes, regul ations, and nake sure that the appropriate
protections are in place.

Senator Kaine: Thank you. Can | have M. Young take

ny | ast 15 seconds to answer?

M. Young: Yes, Senator, | would say that that review
wi |l ensure that whatever policy cones out on the backend
will be in conformance with federal |aw, dealing with equa

opportunity processing and conplaints process, as well as

t he expectations of the commttee that nenbers will be able
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to come forward and make conplaints under the mlitary equal
opportunity process when needed.

Senator Kaine: And you would both agree that folks
shoul d be able to make conpl aints w thout fear of
retaliation?

M. Lane: Yes, Senator.

M. Young: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you.

Chairman Wcker: Senator Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairnman.

First off, congratul ations, each of you. This is going
to be a great opportunity for each of you to do sonething

great for our country. Let nme followup with what Senator

Kai ne had said. | think AUKUS is really inportant to our
country. | think it's really inportant to the security of
our country, and | think I look forward to hearing what

comes out of your review. But | personally can't imagine
that we would not want to continue to build our relationship
with Australia and continue to have this -- you know,
continue to use AUKUS to build our security.

Second, | just got back fromthe Philippines and Japan.
|'ve been all through Asia talking to our mlitary | eaders.
Every one of themis focused on China, China, China, China.
That's all what their whole focus is. Probably got one of
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the best briefings |I've ever had when we were recently back
in August, out in the Philippines. So, M. Noh, do you
think China's elected to be -- they made the decision to be
our eneny?

M. Noh: Senator, | would just | ook at the facts, the
realities of what they're doing with the mlitary. As I
menti oned, |ooking at their historic, unprecedented mlitary
growh, the actions that they're taking also in the Taiwan
Strait, South China Sea, | think really those actions really
speak for thensel ves.

Senator Scott: So, as a result, | think it's inportant
that we stop doing business with them especially with our
mlitary. W shouldn't be buying food fromthemfor our
mlitary. W shouldn't be buying drugs fromthem for our
mlitary. W shouldn't be buying conputers and printers
fromthem W shouldn't be buying drones fromthem

| can't imagi ne al nost anything that we ought to be
buyi ng from Comuni st China. Everything we buy fromthem
every time we becone dependent on themit reduces our
ability to defend ourselves. So, what are your thoughts
about doi ng any busi ness with conpanies controlled by the
Communi st Party of China?

M. Noh: Senator, as the nom nee for Assistant
Secretary of War for Indo-Pacific Security Affairs, if

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

50

confirmed, I'Il offer ny best advice and recomendati ons on
what we can do to strengthen deterrents to nake sure there's
no conflict with China in the future.

Senator Scott: But what do you think about stopping
our mlitary from bei ng dependent on themfor printers,
conmput ers, drones, on drugs? Do you think we ought to be
dependent on sonebody that m ght be our adversary?

M. Noh: Senator, ny personal view, and this is not
something |I've had a | ot of opportunities to work on at the
Pent agon, but ny personal viewis that to the extent we can
reduce critical dependencies on China, especially as it
relates to our mlitary equi pmrent and weapons, | believe
t hose are conmon sense.

Senator Scott: Wat about drugs of over -- oh, | think
it's over half the drugs we buy for our mlitary nenbers
come out of Communi st Chi na.

M. Noh: Senator, fromny tinme working as a staffer on
t he House Sel ect Commttee on China, | know the United
States continues to have critical dependencies in
pharmaceuticals, as well as in critical mnerals and rare
earths. These are alarmng issues. And if confirned,
Senator, |I'lIl make sure to work closely with ny coll eagues,
both within the Departnent and throughout the interagency to
tackl e these issues.
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Senator Scott: So, in ny last six years, | have not
seen the Departnent do one thing to reduce its reliance,
ot her than things that we passed through the Nati onal
Def ense Aut horization Act. W worked to get garlic out of
the comm ssaries. W worked to get drones. W've worked to
get conputers and printers. But if it's not directed
t hrough the NDAA, the Departnent has done, as far as | can
tell, absolutely nothing. | mean, have you seen any actions
by the Departnent that's reduced our reliance on Conmmuni st
Chi na?

M. Noh: Senator, supply chain issues, it's just not
something that |, in nmy personal capacity, have had an
opportunity to work with. [|'d be happy to take your
guestion back for the record and followup with you with a
nore ful sone response on what the Departnent has been doing.

Senator Scott: Al right. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Young, I'"'ma little confused. You referred to a
departnent that doesn't exist. Wat's the nane of the
departnent that you're going to work for?

M. Young: Sure. The nanme of the departnent is the
Departnent of Defense.

Senator King: Correct. Thank you. | appreciate that.
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And | think you nust have slipped before in using that other
nanme that that has no | egal basis.

M. Young, you were the general counsel during the
depl oynent of the troops of the National Guard to Los
Angel es. Wat was the |egal basis of that utilization of
t he National CGuard?

M. Young: Sure. The legal basis for that depl oynent
of the National Guard is the President's Article 11
authority to protect federal functions and property, as well
as the President's statutory authority under 10 U S. C
12406, sir.

Senator King: And should there be a factual predicate
for such a depl oynent, such a use of mlitary force? And if
so, who decides that the factual predicate has been net?

M. Young: Sir, | would say that the statute is what
the statute is, and it's witten the way that it's witten.
That statute's been in existence and been utilized going
back to the first President of the United States, Ceorge
Washi ngt on, who nustered 19,000 National Guard personnel to
march to Pennsylvania, to suppress what was then Shays's
Rebel | i on consi dered the Wi skey Rebellion where 500 peopl e
were feathering tax collectors.

And so, the President, the first President of the

United States, as he | ooked at those set of circunstances,
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t hought that the assault on the inposition of federal |aw
and the execution of federal |aw was sufficient to nuster
t housands of National Guard personnel fromall over the
United States.

Senator King: |s there any review of the President's
decision in a case such as this to deploy troops? You cite
the statutory basis. |Is there any appropriate review of
that decision, or is it a conpletely unilateral,
unrevi ewabl e deci sion of the President?

M. Young: Sir, | would say that matters in litigation
before the Ninth GCrcuit Court of Appeals -- the Ninth
Circuit has issued a deternmination regarding the standard
under which it would | ook at the President's factual
determ nations, and gives a significant deference based off
of prior Suprene Court deference to the President in being
able to ensure the execution of federal functions, the
protection of federal property, and the protection of
federal personnel as their executing their duties.

Senator King: Yesterday, M. MIller, counsel to the
Presi dent announced stated that the judge who ruled the
depl oynent to Portland illegal and unconstitutional, was an
"insurrectionist.” Do you believe that a federal judge
interpreting federal |law as applied to a particular set of
facts should be or could be declared an insurrectionist?
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That was the term he used.

M. Young: Senator, | would say that a federal judge
interpreting federal law as it relates to the execution of
an Article Il authority, is exactly what our Constitution
was founded on, and that's what we expect.

Senator King: | agree with that, and | hope you'l
convey that sound opinion to M. MIller. Turning to the
recent strikes in the Caribbean, and | realize you're
nom nee to the Arny, but you've been involved in these |egal
decisions. Wlat's the legal justification for a kinetic
strike against civilians in international waters?

M. Young: Sir, the President acting under his Article
Il authority consistent with the powers that the
Constitution has given him has | ooked at the facts and
ci rcunstances regarding these drug cartels. The President
considers these drug cartels to be non-state arned groups,
which is what the President has designated them He's
designated themas terrorist organizations. He's |ooked at
the facts and circunstances surroundi ng the manner in which
the provision of narcotics and illicit narcotics have killed
nore people in the United States over the last four years
than all of our conflicts

Senator King: But M. Young, doesn't the Constitution
specifically del egate the power to declare war as opposed to
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be the commander-in-chief during a war to the Congress? And
hi storically, we haven't been very good about decl aring
wars, but we at | east have done authorizations of use of
mlitary force. Has there been such an authorization or any
aut hori zati on by Congress whatsoever in this particul ar
situation?

M. Young: Senator, there has not been an
aut hori zation to ny know edge. | would say that the nature,
scope, and duration of these activities do not rise to the
| evel of war in the constitutional sense, and that the
manner in which the President has authorized these strikes
is consistent with both donestic and international |aw.

Senator King: Does it raise any concerns with you that
the President seens -- you're asserting that the President
has the power unilaterally to decide who's an eneny, to
decide unilaterally that they can be killed w thout
reference to any authority of Congress or any other
restraint where, how, if the President can designate
sonmebody as an eneny conbatant and then take that action,
where does that stop?

M. Young: Senator, that's a good question. | think
t hose questi ons have been around since the begi nning of
drone warfare. | know in the Cbhanma Adm nistration, there

were over 570 strikes that killed 3,700 people, nany of whom
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were U S. citizens abroad, and there were many questi ons.

Senator King: I'mout of tinme. | believe that was
subject to an authorization by the Congress of the 2001
AUMF. Thank you, M. Chairman, for the tine.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Sheehy.

Senat or Sheehy: Thank you, Chairman.

Gent | enen, a nunber of different departnents here, so
"Il kind of -- | want to ask one of each, given that each
of you have focus areas that are critical to the next 20
years of our defense policy.

M. Lane, I'lIl just go down the table. The Air Force
i s plagued with weapons prograns, platformprograns that are
decades over schedule, billions of dollars over budget. W
can't even get a new Air Force One built inside of a decade.
How are we going to reformour Air Force acquisition
pipeline to ensure that we are creating quantity? Quality's
great, exquisite weapons are great. But when they show up
30 years fromnow, we only nake five of them and we need a
t housand of them that's not going to cut it.

As we're seeing in Wkraine right now, quantity matters,
speed natters, and iteration is key. How are you going to
help reformthe | egal basis for acquisition systens so we
don't have to be stuck in 10-, 20-, 30-year contractua

relationships with platforns that are obsolete by the tine
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they hit the battlefield? How are we going to fix that and
how are we going to fix it fast?

M. Lane: Senator, this is a concern of mne and w ||
be a top priority. W' ve got the nost inpressive industri al
base in the world. W need to be taking advantage of it.

W need to be getting equi pnment quickly. | renmenber on
active duty having a trailer full of equipnent, sone of
which we didn't use and didn't need, and then ot her

equi prent we needed not arriving in tinme. So, that will be
a priority of mne, Senator.

It's looking at what's currently on the books and
seei ng how we coul d take advantage of statutory provisions
and regulations to get things quickly. And | also know this
comrittee has been working very hard on inproving our
acqui sition system | |look forward sonme of those provisions
potentially being passed, and then working with the
conmttee to think of nore ideas.

Senat or Sheehy: Thank you. |It's not an evolutionary
approach. It's got to be revolutionary from PECs, PM3s.

The old system s got to get scrapped. It's got to happen
fast, and you can have about three years to do it, so let's
get after it.

M. Noh, | NDOPACOM obviously, that's going to be the
front Iine of our next potential great power conflict. As
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you said, we hope it never cones, but we have to be prepared
for it. If it does, how are you going to ensure that our
structure in the Pacific, we've heard from about our allies,
from obviously, Australia, which is probably our nore
stalwart in the South Pacific, all the way up to South Korea
and Japan, which are undergoing political changes right now.
They have internal political, |I'd say, earthguakes happeni ng
as far as what their foreign policy identity is going to be.
How are you going to ensure that we are still interl ocking
with their arnmed forces in a way that our alliance will be
strong when the conflict cones?

M. Noh: Senator, thank you for the question. Since
joining the Departnent in January of this year, |'ve had
mul ti ple opportunities to do engagenents with counterparts
from Australia, Japan, Korea, Philippines. | acconpanied
Secretary Hegseth in his trips to the region as he conducted
hi s engagenents.

| fully understand and appreciate how i nportant those
rel ati onshi ps are, how inportant, how vital those alliances
are to what we're trying to do in the Indo-Pacific to
strengt hen our posture and bol ster our collective defense.
So, if confirmed, Senator, |I'll do everything | can to
continue to advance those relationshi ps and nmake sure that

t hey serve Anerican interests
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Senat or Sheehy: Inportant to keep in mnd that the
only scenario in which we have rough vessel to vessel parody
wth Chinais when all of our allies are included, and we're
not going to be able to close that vessel gap qui ck enough.
So, we're going to need them And we can't build alliances
after we need them W have to have them bef orehand.

M. Young, with the Arny, thanks for your comrents on
the strikes. M distinguished partner is Senator King. |
appreciate his questions, but when we have a boat headi ng
towards our nation with enough fentanyl on board to kil
hundr eds of thousands of Anericans, | see that as no
different than taking out a terrorist cell overseas that is
plotting to attack us with airliners flying into
skyscrapers.

So, how are you going to continue to defend our ability
to project our kinetic strike capability to strike these
foreign terrorist organizations that have killed nore
Americans than every war in our history conbi ned?

M. Young: Senator, | think the key to that is
excel l ent drone technol ogy, and being able to field it
i mredi ately and quickly in ways that have not historically
been utilized before. And to that end, we are working --
the Secretary of the Arny has been designated by the
Depart ment of Defense as the executive agent for drone
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war f are and count er - UAS.

And we are working very carefully and quickly to try
and i nnovate the acquisition cycle, because as you can tell
from |l ooking at the Ukraine conflict, that drone warfare,
drone technol ogy has not only an inpact on the individual
soldier, but also on the strategic aspect of the projection
of power. So, that to us, is the key ability to continue to
proj ect force across the world.

Senat or Sheehy: So, well, and like M. Lane, you're
going to have a huge ball to untangle here regarding
attacking the acquisition system | know that the Secretary
of the Arny's on this very aggressively, but untangling the
acqui sition systemso we can get quantity and iteration into
t he acquisition system quickly.

M. Beck, I'"'mout of tinme, but we got a ot of work to
do to nodernize the nuclear portfolio. So, good | uck.

M. Beck: Thank you.

Chairman Wcker: Well said. Senator Wrren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

A free press is right there in the First Arendnent to
the Constitution, but when Trunp's Federal Conmunications
chair was unhappy with sonme of Jimy Kimel's remarks, he
said, nedia conpanies, "can find ways to take action on

Kimel, or there's going to be additional work for the FCC "
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The next day, Secretary Hegseth announced t hat
journalists at the Pentagon needed to sign a pledge not to
report information DOD hasn't approved for rel ease,

i ncluding unclassified infornmation. DOD reportedly rolled

t hose rul es back, but it wasn't Hegseth's first crack down
on journalists, and | worry it may not be the last. It is
the job of a free press to uncover problens that DOD doesn't
want people to know about, like mlitary famlies living in
nol d i nfested hones, or Secretary Hegseth texting classified
war pl ans.

M. Young, you are acting General Counsel for DOD for
nost of 2025, and now you're nonminated to be the Arny's top
| awyer. So, let nme ask you, M. Young, do you consider your
oath to the Constitution to include the First Anmendnent?

M. Young: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator Warren: Thank you. W need independent
journalists at DOD now nore than ever. President Trunp has
ignored locally elected |leaders to deploy mlitary forces to
Los Angeles, to DC, to Chicago, and he's told generals he
wants the mlitary to use Anerican cities as, "training

grounds," and to handle the "eneny fromwthin."
Now, this is extrenely dangerous, and we need
I ndependent journalists reporting the truth, not just

what ever spin Pete Hegseth wants to put on it. So, M.
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Young, would it be consistent with the First Amendnent for
DOD to revoke press credentials of a reporter for publishing
a story that was critical of the Trunp Adm nistration?

M. Young: Senator, we're very cogni zant and very
consci entious of the First Arendnment, and the freedom of the
press to be able to report as needed. It was ny
under standi ng that the policy was designed to informthe
menbers of the press the ability to access the Pentagon is a
bit different than a normal public forum

Senator Warren: Well, so | got to stop you right
there, M. Young. | asked you a very straightforward
guestion. | think you can answer with a yes or no, and that
is, is it consistent with the First Amendnent for DOD to
revoke press credentials of a reporter just because the
reporter published a story that was critical of President
Trunmp? That should be an easy one for a | awer who has
served as you have for many years.

M. Young: Yes, Senator. | would say it would be
consistent with the First Anendnent if the basis was that
t he person published information that was not otherw se
approved for release by the Departnent --

Senat or Warren: \Woa.

M. Young: They could still be critical. W're not
getting into their contents, Senator.
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Senator Warren: Well, are you telling ne that the new
regime is that Secretary Hegseth will deci de what has been
rel eased, and that reporters can only tal k about what the
Secretary rel eases?

M. Young: No, Senator, |'m not.

Senator Warren: That's your view of the First

Amendnent ?

M. Young: No, Senator, |'mnot saying that.

Senator Warren: Well, then, let me ask ny question one
nore time. |If a reporter publishes a story critical of the

Trunmp Administration, is that grounds for revoking that
reporter's press credential ?

M. Young: No, Senator, it's not.

Senator Warren: Geat. GCkay. Hard to get there, but
l"'mglad we did. Let nme ask you one nore question, and that
is, if the courts rule any of the DOD s press restrictions
unconstitutional, will you stand by your oath to the
Constitution and tell the mlitary |eadership to conply with
court orders, or is your plan bend the knee to Donald Trunp
and Pete Hegset h?

M. Young: Certainly, | would advise to conply with
court orders.

Senator Warren: Ckay. You know, | appreciate this.
Freedom of the press is a core pillar of our denocracy, and
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the public needs to know if sending troops to war under

fal se pretenses, or if it's exposing our troops to toxic
water. This is a scary nonent, but there is power in

rai sing our voices, and that is why Donald Trunp and his

| ackeys at the Pentagon want to shut down reporters and shut
down access to the truth. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: And M. Young, | would think that
your answers woul d be reassuring. Senator Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you al
for being here. Thank you for your willingness to serve.

M. Noh, | was in Taiwan not too |ong ago, and | had an
opportunity to discuss the issues on the ground. | was very
| npressed by Taiwan's willingness to take ownership of their
own security. So, what steps will you take to inprove
cooperation, security cooperation, with Taiwan, particularly
when it cones to speed of delivery for defense articles?

M. Noh: Senator, | think there are a nunber of things
that the departnent can do to speed up delivery of security
assi stance to Taiwan. As you know, Senator, there are
multiple tools at the departnent's di sposal everything from
FMS, to PDA, to TSCl, Taiwan Security Cooperation
Initiative.

Actually, TSClI was nodel ed after USAI, Ukraine Security
Assi stance Initiative, as a way of comng up with creative
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ways to speed up deliveries of weapons to Taiwan. Senator,
if confirmed, | would provide ny best advice and
recommendations as to all those different tools that ny

| eadershi p can use to speed up deliveries to Taiwan.

In addition, Senator, |I'll also nention that Taiwan
needs to make a significant nunber of reforns in training
nobi lization, civil mlitary integration, hardening its
i nfrastructure strengthening its cyber security practices.
So, in addition to the weapons portion, there are also a | ot
of things that Taiwan can and nust do urgently to prepare
for a potential invasion scenario.

So, Senator, if confirmed, I'll work closely with ny
teamas well as with you and your teamto ensure that we're
provi ding the best advice to our partners in Taipei.

Senator Budd: Thank you. The annual funding for the
Pacific Deterrence Initiative has steadily grown since it
started. It accounts for over $42 billion in total. So,
how woul d you assess the initiative's effectiveness, and if
confirmed, what recomendati ons would you nake for its
future direction?

M. Noh: Senator, | believe PDI is an inportant
mechani smto neasure the investnents that are going into the
| ndo-Pacific to strengthen our posture and nake our
infrastructure and basis nore resilient. |If confirned,
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Senator, |I'll work closely with you and nmenbers of this
comrittee to make sure that we're prioritizing all efforts,

i ncl udi ng under PDI, to strengthen our posture and nake sure
our forces are in the best possible place to deter conflict,
but, if necessary, to prevail in one.

Senator Budd: Thank you. So, switching to Japan, what
are your goals for our defense relationship with the
Japanese, and what steps would you take to shore up that
rel ati onshi p?

M. Noh: Senator, since joining the departnent in
January, |1've had rmultiple opportunities to travel to Tokyo
to engage with ny counterparts at Mnistry of Defense.
acconpani ed Secretary Hegseth in his first trip to Japan as
wel | several nonths ago. This is an extrenely inportant and
critical alliance we have w th Japan.

There are a nunber of positive lines of efforts that
that we are working on with our Japanese counterparts. The
upgrade of USFJ conmes to mind in ternms of strengthening our
C2 structure. W're doing nore in terns of having nore
realistic exercises and training, which Japanese self-
defense forces we're strengtheni ng our posture along Japan
Sout hwest Islands. And we're doing nore in terns of
def ense, industrial cooperation.

So, if confirnmed, Senator, | |ook forward to further
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strengthening the ties |I've already built up with ny
Japanese counterparts, and naking sure that we are advanci ng
this inmportant alliance.

Senator Budd: Thank you. M. Young, one of your
duties, if confirnmed, will be to review pronotion board
mat erials and safeguard integrity, fairness, and | egal
conpliance of the statutory officer selection process. So,
how do you rate the ability of the process right nowto
pronote the nost qualified individuals based on nmerit?

M. Young: Thank you, Senator. |It's ny understanding,
|"'mnot conpletely famliar with the Arny's pronotion
process directly, and because I amonly nom nated for this
position at this point. But it's ny understandi ng that
t hose conme through the Arny CGeneral Counsel for input and
advice, not only on this, the recommendati ons to the board,
but the guidance that goes to the board, gets a | egal review
to ensure that the appropriate statutory criteria
identified, sir.

Senator Budd: Thank you. Thank you-all.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Young and M. Lane, we're living in unprecedented
times, and | think we can all agree, or we will have an

opinion on the legality and nmerits of the decision to
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execute kinetic strikes on drug snugglers. And | think we'd
al so debate the legality of the federalization of the
National CGuard as a police force, but | think we can.

So, we mght agree or disagree on those things, but |
think we can all agree that these are very pol arizing topics
and put stress on mlitary leaders. It also puts stress on
service menbers trying to figure out whether or not they are
in conpliance with the law, with the Constitution. And |
think we'd all agree that these issues do divide us as a
country.

So, M. Young and M. Lane, | want to hear from both of
you. Do you both conmt to followi ng the Constitution and
gi ving your best l|egal advice, even if it is sonething that
the service secretaries may not want to hear? So, start
with M. Lane.

M. Lane: Senator, the short answer is yes. The
| onger answer is that has always been nmy practice as an
attorney. | have an ethical obligation to provide candid
and clear advice that goes. That's the case in private
practice. |It's the case when | was at the Departnent of
Justice. [It'll be the sane thing in the Departnent of War.

Senator Kelly: And are you are you prepared to debate
some of these issues? Have you thought through sone of

these things that |'ve already nentioned?

68
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M. Lane: Yes, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Al right. And M. Young?

M. Young: Yes, Senator, the answer is yes. The
| onger answer is in nmy office, | keep a copy of the United
States Constitution above ny desk to remind ne every day as
| sit down what |'msworn to protect. Also, next to ny desk
is a picture of Socrates drinking Hemlock to remind ne to
speak truth to power, and to say that which | think is
right, even when ot her people may disagree with it, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Well, | appreciate both of your
answers. Thank you.

M. Noh, congratulations on your nomination. | want to
tal k about the PRC for a second and how we are postured in
the Pacific. They are increasingly using gray zone tactics
to blur the |ine between conpetition and conflict, and
advanced their goal of becom ng the preem nent gl obal power.

| think that's pretty clear that they're acconpli shing
this through trying to get around the |aw, through aid,

i ncursions in Taiwan through their Belt and Road Initiative,
t hrough sonme security cooperation activities that give them
strategic access in Africa and South Ameri ca.

These actions underm ne our interests and threaten the
security of our allies. So, what steps will you recomrend
to push back against the PRC s escal ating gray zone
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activities?

M. Noh: Senator, a few things cone to nmnd. |
believe first and forenpst, we need to ensure that we have
conbat-credi ble forces postured forward in the Western
Pacific with the right capabilities and at the right places.
In conjunction, we need to make sure that our allies and
partners in the region are doing nore, are spending nore,
and are doing their part because of the challenges that you
j ust expl ai ned, Senator.

These are enornous difficulties, and these are not
threats that United States can or should address on its own.
W need our allies and partners in the region to do their
part including Japan, including Australia, Republic of
Korea, Tai wan, and ot hers.

Senator Kelly: So, forces forward allies doing nore in
the Western Pacific. However, there are sone runors, |
guess, circulating that the new National Defense Strategy is
going to shift priority away fromthe PRC, and away fromthe
| ndo-Pacific, and instead focus on the Wstern Hem sphere.
W'l |l see what happens when that cones out.

| find if that's true, that this shift is alarmng
because nost of what is brief to this conmttee focuses on
how are we going to deter China. So, suddenly shifting away
fromwhat | view is our biggest near-peer or peer adversary
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regards to the I ndo-Pacific.

So, if confirmed, how do you plan on reinforcing our
comritnent to our partners and allies in the region if we
see an NDS that | ooks like a shift to the Western Heni sphere

M. Noh: Senator, if confirnmed, |I'Il be the biggest
advocate to ny leadership in the departnent to naking sure
that we have all the resources we need to strengthen
deterrence in the Indo-Pacific. That's what |'ve been doing
since joining the departnent in January. And, if confirnmed,
Senator, | will continue to do so.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you.

Chairman W cker: Senator Sl otkin.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

M. Young, you are the acting General Counsel for DOD
SO0 you' ve been personally review ng the decisions that have
gone on in the last nine nonths. M/ questions first are on
the cartel strikes. On Septenmber 4th, a letter was sent to
Congress fromthe President. |'m guessing you had a hand in
hel ping to wite that. That we are now in non-international
armed conflict, and the departnent is authorized agai nst
designated terrori st organizations.

How many new terrori st organi zations are we currently

in arnmed conflict with, and coul d you name thenf?
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M. Young: Senator, it may be nore appropriate for ne
to discuss that with you in a closed session.
Senator Slotkin: W couldn't get it in a closed

session when we net with the general counsel, the man who's

now confirnmed as a general counsel. And | would offer, as
you nmentioned before -- | nmean, | was a ClA officer and

hel ped with targeting. | have no problem going after these
cartels. | have no problem designating terrori st

organi zations, in general, but we' ve never had an instance
where there's a secret list of what | understand to be
dozens of now terrorist organizations that the American
public, and certainly, the oversight committees don't get to
know.

So, | would just offer, overseeing a secret |ist of
terrorist organizations is concerning in this context, but
much nore concerni ng when we | ook at what's going on inside
our country. The sanme tinme that that letter was bei ng sent
to this Congress, the President put out a new donestic
terrori smexecutive order and asked the Departnent of
Justice to designate a list of terrorist organizations who
do things like have anti-Christian val ues contradi ct
traditional views of a famly.

Can you tell nme what organi zati ons have been desi gnated
as donestic terrorist organi zati ons?
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M. Young: Senator, |'mnot --

Senator Slotkin: Antifa, which was --

M. Young: |'mnot aware of any designhati ons under
that. The Departnent of War, to ny know edge, has not been
involved in that, that |'m aware of.

Senator Slotkin: |If the list of donestic terrorist
organi zations that were settled upon, would that authorize
t he Departnment of Defense to take mlitary action inside the
United States?

M. Young: Not to ny know edge, Senator.

Senator Slotkin: The decision to send troops into our
cities has been deeply controversial. W have the Nationa
GQuard, and the President turned down, | think twice or three
tinmes, by a federal judge this just this past weekend and
setting National Guard troops fromone state into another
state.

There is yet another |eaked Signal conversation from
Secretary Hegseth about himconsidering sending in the 82nd
Airborne, that's an active-duty mlitary unit, one of our
nost elite units. |s there any city in Anerica that's
currently in active insurrection against the governnent of
the United States?

M. Young: Senator, the President in his
determ nati ons and the Presidential menoranduns that were
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i ssued to the Secretary of War has nmade determ nati ons under
10 U. S. C. 12406.

Senator Slotkin: Right. But are they under just the
inward insurrection is inportant. And you know why? If we
declare in the 1807 Insurrection Act that there is a
community, a city, a whatever that's in active insurrection,
it allows the Departnment of Defense, and the Arny incl uded,
to now perform | aw enforcenent functions, arrest, detention,
raids, inside the United States, |ike the very thing that
our country was founded upon in rejection of when we're
doi ng those things to us.

So, right now, by your legal determination, is any city
in Arerica in active insurrection, yes or no?

M. Young: Senator, the President has not decl ared
that any insurrectionis --

Senator Slotkin: Wuld you support the President in
the | ast adm nistration asked then Secretary Esper to send
in the 82nd Airborne, the sane unit, into the Washi ngton,
DC, to try and quell peaceful protests here in the city.

And he said, if necessary, can't you just, "Shoot at their
| egs.” Do you support the 82nd Airborne active-duty
mlitary troops being sent into Anerican cities today?

M. Young: Senator, it's ny understanding the

Departnment of Justice has | ooked at this issue going back to
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the 1970s when the Pentagon was under duress as well as the
Washington, DC. And it was the opinion then that the

Presi dent woul d have the authority to use federal troops to
protect federal functions and property.

Senator Slotkin: W get that's -- |I'mnot disputing
that. Wuld you approve as a | awer for the Arny, would you
approve the 82nd Airborne and Arny Unit shooting at the |egs
of unarmed protestors, or would you push back agai nst the
commander -i n-chi ef agai nst that order?

M. Young: Senator, | would say that the current rules
for the use of force that USNORTHCOM al | ows for service
menbers to use force --

Senator Slotkin: | nmean, you said you were going to
speak truth to power. You literally just answered Senat or
Kelly and said you woul d speak truth to power. If the
President of the United States asked you to, "Shoot at the

| egs, " of unarmed protestors, yes or no, would you speak
truth to power and say sonething in pushback to the
Presi dent ?

M. Young: | would certainly nake sure that the
President's directives would conply with Constitution and
| aw.

Senator Slotkin: Gkay. | yield back

Chai rman W cker: Senator Shaheen and t hen Senat or
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Duckwor t h.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you, M. Chairnan.

And M. Young, as you can see, there's a great deal of
concern about how this adm nistration is conplying with the
rule of lawin this country. And that goes with respect to
how the mlitary, howit is expecting the mlitary to
operate. As you heard, we had a classified briefing on the
strikes in South America, and we requested two pieces of
information that we are still waiting to see.

One is the list of groups that the President clains
that we are in arnmed conflict with, and the other is a
deci sion by the Departnent of Justice that basically
aut hori zes the adm nistration's basis to take those actions
in South Anerica. Have you seen that DQJ opi ni on?

M. Young: Yes, Senator, | have.

Senat or Shaheen: And is that consistent with the
opi nion that has been provided to the Departnent of Defense?

M. Young: Senator, the Departnent of Justice Ofice
of Legal Counsel opinion was derived through an interagency
| awyer's working group with the CIA the State Departnent,
White House Counsel, Departnent of Justice, Departnent of
Def ense General Counsel, Judge Advocates were part of that
decision. And the Ofice of Legal Counsel has issued an
opi nion on that, m' am
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Senat or Shaheen: G ven that everybody seens to be very
confortable with that, don't you think it would be a good
i dea to share that wi th Congress

M. Young: Senator, that's not within ny discretion to
share. | know that as that question has been asked before
i n other context of other strikes. |If you go back to the
Gbana Admini stration, for nine years, they did not share
their | egal basis --

Senat or Shaheen: Yeah, | didn't support that either,
to be frank.

M. Young: -- for the manner in which they did the
strike, but -- yes, Senator.

Senat or Shaheen: And | don't think the inappropriate
behavi or of other adm nistration should guide inappropriate
behavi or in this admnistration.

M. Young: No, Senator, | don't disagree. |It's a
matter of the discretion of the President under his Article
2 authority releasing that information to the Congress. At
this point intime, it's not wwthin nmy control in the
current position that I'min.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, M. Chairman and Ranki ng Menber
Reed, | would again ask that the commttee officially
request both that |egal opinion and the list of terrorist
organi zations that we are supposed -- according to the
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Presi dent's executive order, we are at war w th.

Chai rman Wcker: Your request is noted.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

M. Noh, | share the view that you just expressed that
| think has been pretty consistent on a bipartisan basis
anong both Denocrats and Republicans in Congress, that the
bi ggest threat to the United States, both mlitarily and
econom cally, is the People's Republic of China.

So, | amtroubled by the fact that there appears to be
an inconsistent strategy that's comng out of this
adm nistration with how to address that. So, for exanple
you tal ked about the inportance of our allies and partners,
which | think we would all agree wth.

And yet, what kind of nessage does it send to our ally
Australia that after they have conmtted significant
contributions to AUKUS, that we are still fooling around,
especially given the time constraints that you tal ked about
Wi th respect to submarine production, that we are still
fiddling around with a review that shoul d have been done
nont hs ago?

Is it consistent to think that our allies can count on
us when that's how we behave? | would point to India, which
has been one of the strongest bul warks agai nst China in many
ways. And yet, the relationship with India has been

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

79

undermned by the tariff regine of this admnnistration in
ways that question whether we can count on the partnership
of India to stand up on China when they are taking action in
t he I ndo-Pacific region.

So, how do you justify the inconsistencies in the
policy of this adm nistration, and how that's naki ng us
saf er and nore secure?

M. Noh: Senator, on the AUKUS review, | will just
note that both Australia and the United Ki ngdom al so
conduct ed AUKUS reviews of their own. Right after Prine
M nister Starner canme into office, he ordered Sir Lovegrove

t o conduct a review of AUKUS

Senat or Shaheen: And is it still ongoing --

M. Noh: It --

Senat or Shaheen: -- the review that the United Ki nhgdom
i s doi ng?

M. Noh: No. They concluded the review.

Senat or Shaheen: Yeah. And is Australia's review
still ongoi ng?

M. Noh: No, it is not, Senator.

Senat or Shaheen: So, | guess ny question is why is it
taki ng us so |long, and what kind of nessage does that send?

M. Noh: Senator, the review started in July of this
year, and the departnent plans to concluded by this fall
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Senat or Shaheen: Well, apropos -- and | know |I've gone
over, M. Chairman, | appreciate your giving ne the extra
time, but apropos the concerns that have been expressed on
both sides of the aisle about China doesn't not nake sense
t hat we shoul d have sone urgency about how we're dealing
with sone of these issues. And that urgency certainly seens
to be mssing fromthe departnent. So, | hope that w |
change if you are approved. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chairman Wcker: | think it's fair to say that the
review canme as a surprise to this conmttee, to the
Congress, and to the general public. And as a distressing
surprise to our steadfast ally, Australia. Senator
Duckwort h, and then Senator Rosen.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Presi dent Trunp has once again violated the
Constitution, states' rights, and Anmericans' rights by
federalizing Illinois National Guard, and depl oyi ng Texas
National CGuard troops to Illinois. Against the w shes of
denocratically elected officials, Trunp insists on m susing
the mlitary against his political opponents and people who
did not vote for him not only in Illinois, but in Portland,
Los Angel es, DC, and Menphis. And it nust be stopped.

Every Denocratic nmenber of this comrittee has called

for a hearing on mlitary deploynents to Arerican cities.
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This adm nistration nust justify to the American public why
it insists on using the mlitary to confront Anericans at
hone.

This adm ni stration nmust answer why if DHS officials in
Broadvi ew or LA or Portland were in fact so overwhel ned by
protestors as Trunp clainms that they needed mlitary
protection, why these sanme DHS agents were able to shoot at
protestors, wounding civilians, incapacitate peaceful
protestors, as well as shooting tear gas over two dozen
Chi cago police officers and propel agents fromhelicopter to
terrorize an apartnment building in the mddle of the night.

We know deploying the mlitary is not about protecting
DHS officials or federal property because these sane
officials are escalating their tactics every day to provoke
a manufactured crisis, to justify sending in the mlitary
onto our peaceful city streets. W knowthis is not about
crime fighting because Trunp has literally defunded the
police by slashing $800 m llion in public safety prograns.

So, what is this about? The President has been cl ear
he wants to use the mlitary in Anerican cities to crush
descent and erode our constitutional rights, instead of
protecting and defending themlike his oath of office
requires. And | amconcerned that the nom nees testifying
here today have been conplicit in this admnistration's
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mlitarized assault on American cities, and will continue to
enpower these irresponsible actions.

M. Young, you were acting General Counsel from 20th of
January until 31 July of this year, during which tine you
advi sed on a series of dangers and unprecedented deci sions
to deploy National Guard and active-duty troops to American
streets, convert mlitary basis to support DHS and house
det ai nees, and appoint mlitary judge advocates to service
i mm gration judges, despite them not having their rel evant
i mm gration | aw experi ence.

Now, you are being considered to be general counsel for
the Army, where you will once again advise on consequentia
deci sions on howto train, equip, and deploy Arny, Nationa
Guard, or active-duty troops. M. Young, have you prepared
or approved any | egal opinion about authorizing any state's
National Guard units to deploy across state |ines wthout
t he consent of the governor or other |eaders in the
receiving state? And if so, will you provide it to us?

M. Young: Thank you, Senator. To answer the
guestion, we have the use of National Guard personnel --

Senat or Duckworth: So, yes or no, have you provided
that type of an opinion, yes or no? And will you provide
that a copy of that of that advice to us?

M. Young: Senator, what | have advised ny client in
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t he executive branch regardi ng the execution of executive
functions is privileged. And | would, unless ny client
allows nme to share that, | would consider it privileged.

Senat or Duckworth: Well, we will work on that. There
has al so been rhetoric fromthe President and seni or
officials painting Denocrats and people who di sagree with
himas enemes. This is a slippery slope. Once you | abel
your fellow Anmericans as enem es, you can justify using
force agai nst them

M. Young, if the President or secretary asked you to
authorize the mlitary to target civilians within American
soil based solely on their political affiliation, would you
support it? Yes or no?

M. Young: No.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. The President wants to
use our mlitary as his personal police force to send troops
into Anerican cities, to detain civilians on our bases, to
i ntimdate people who dare to disagree with him That is
not defense, that is repression. |If we turn the world's
finest fighting force against its own people, who will w n?
Not the American people, not our service nenbers who did not
sign up to be used as political props to be pitted agai nst
their fell ow Anericans, or to waste their precious tine
patrol ling Arerican streets. Only Donald Trunp and our
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In this scenario, the United States mlitary defends
Americans. It does not police them It protects our
freedonms. It does not suppress them M. Chair, | ask
unani nrous consent that you, in consultation with the ranking
menber, schedul e an open hearing to receive testinony on
this abuse of the mlitary fromthe Secretary of Defense,
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and general
counsel of the departnent,

Chai rman Wcker: That is not a proper unani nous
consent request.

Senat or Duckworth: This adm nistration has refused to
provi de answers to Congress and the Anerican public about
its mlitarization of our streets, refusing to put | egal
opinions in witing, hiding the faces of DHS officials, and
runni ng away when officials exercise their constitutional
duty to conduct oversight visits.

|'ve said it before, I'lIl say it again. H ding is not
somnet hi ng you do when you're proud of your actions. Dodging
around direct questions fromthis oversight body Iike you
have done today, M. Young. |It's also not sonething you do
when you' re proud of your actions. [It's what you do when
you know you are w ong.

The American peopl e deserve answers. | urge you,
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Chai rman, and ny Republican col |l eagues, to hold a neeting
i mredi at el y.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Cotton, are you prepared?

Senator Cotton: Al ways prepared.

M. Lane, as general counsel of the Air Force, | want
to talk to you about the mlitary's role in defending our
honmel and. |'mcorrect in assum ng you believe the U S.
mlitary has a central role to play in ensuring our honel and
IS secure.

M. Lane: Yes, Senator. Absolutely.

Senator Cotton: |'malso correct in assumng that you
believe terrorist organi zati ons can pose a threat to the
U.S. honel and.

M. Lane: Yes, Senator.

Senator Cotton: So, it logically follows that you
believe that the mlitary has a role to play in defending
t he honmel and fromforeign terrorist organizations.

M. Lane: Yes, Senator. | would say it's anong its
top duties of the mlitary.

Senator Cotton: Good. |I'mglad we agree on such
foundational principles. Unfortunately, we' ve seen in
recent weeks an outcry fromthe |l eft because President Trunp
ordered mlitary strikes against the Tren de Aragua
terrorist organization's boats that are responsible for
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trafficking drugs to our shores and destabilizing the
regi on.

Drug cartels are responsi ble for hundreds of thousands
of Anerican deaths in recent years. The Constitution is
clear; the President has Article 2 commander-i n-chi ef
authority to take action to address threats to our honel and.
And when that action is limted and does not rise to the
nat ure, scope, and duration of war, the comrander-i n-chi ef
is enpowered to act without a declaration of war.

St oppi hg deadly narcotics fromflowing into our country
is a vital national security issue. | believe the President
acted decisively and awfully agai nst foreign narco
terrorist groups trafficking poison onto our shores. |
woul d sinply ask all those viewing and listening, if Al-
Qaeda or |ISIS had set up shop in Latin America and was
responsi bl e for the deaths of nore than 100, 000 Anericans in
nost years, what would you expect your governnment to do to
protect you? That's exactly what we should be doing to Tren
de Aragua and for that matter, every other cartel and narco
terrorist group.

M. Beck, | want to speak to you about the NNSA,
specifically, Fort Chaffee in Arkansas, which is honme to the
training command for the NNSA's Ofice of Secure
Transportation, which transports nucl ear weapons all around
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the country. As NNSA progresses its noderni zation efforts,
| suspect the demand for agents to transport weapons to
their new storage sites or delivery platforns is likely to
grow. What are your thoughts on a plan to inprove both
recruiting and retention of these essential agents?

M. Beck: Senator, thank you for the question. [|'m
particularly concerned about our Marshals associated with
the OST, the Ofice of Secure Transportation, because we
have to continue to recruit and retain the folks that we
have. And we've not done a particularly good job of that.

I"'mlooking forward to, if confirned, to addressing
that and | ooking into the details, which | don't currently
have privilege of all the details of that. But | |ook
forward to com ng back to you with a plan on how to address
t hat specific issue.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. Thank you. | appreciate the

commitnent. | would appreciate you looking into it pronptly

because, obviously, it's vital for the NNSA' s m ssion.

Senator Cotton: Apparently, when you walk in late, you

were given the power of chairing the comrittee entirely. O

maybe Senat or W cker snuck out as a prank on me. Senator
Rosen, you're recogni zed.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, Senator Cotton.

And I'mgoing to direct a lot of ny questions about the
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NNSA because it's inportant to so many of us. But | want to
t hank Chai rman W cker and Ranki ng Menber Reed for hol di ng
this hearing. And to the nom nees, thank you for your

wi |l lingness to serve.

And so, when we tal k about Nevada and t he nucl ear
stockpile, we tal k about the nucl ear stockpile stewardship.
So, M. Beck, Nevada's played a critical role in nuclear
weapons devel opnent, but often at a very high cost. From
1951 to 1992, 928 nucl ear weapons were detonated i n Nevada,
causi ng people and | and to be exposed to toxic |evels of
radi ation. This doesn't even count on the above-ground
testing that started in about 1957 that was going forward.

And so, today, such explosive testing' s no |onger
necessary. Thanks in large part to the Nevada Nationa
Security Site and the Stockpile Stewardship Program
predomi nantly at the Principal Underground Laboratory for
Subcritical Experinentation, PULSE, UlA conpl ex.

As |'msure you know, these underground | aboratories
where science conducts subcritical experinents to verify the
reliability, the safety, and the effectiveness of our
nucl ear stockpile. PULSE is currently undergoing major
m ning and construction project for Enhanced Capabilities
for Subcritical Experinents, ECSE, which will soon host the

nost capabl e weapons radi ographic systens in the world,
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provi ding greater certainty about warhead performnmance.

So, M. Beck, yes or no, please, because | have a few
ot her questions about this extrenely inportant issue. |If
confirmed, can | have your conmtnent that you will conplete
the ECSE project and prioritize ongoing scientific
advancenents in stockpile stewardship?

M. Beck: Senator, thank you for the question. |If
confirmed, | don't have access to the details of that
particul ar process. |'ve been down UlA several tinmes. |'ve
been to Nevada, to the site --

Senator Rosen: |I'mglad to take you down there. W
can talk nore about it. Do you have any understandi ng about
the crucial role then that ECSE and the Subcritical program
pl ays going forward with stockpile stewardship, especially
in light of pit production delays at Savannah Ri ver
Pl ut oni um processing facility?

M. Beck: Yes, | do. And it is one of our npbst
i nportant scientific tools that we need to continue to
pursue and with a greater sense of urgency than we've done
so far.

Senator Rosen: |I'mgoing to invite you to Nevada to
have sonme of these conversati ons.

M. Beck: | look forward to going there with you.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. And | was going to say, for
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decades, our national |aboratory directors and their annual
stockpile reports have said that returning to expl osive
nucl ear testing is unnecessary. | think that's a pretty

| i ght word, which should be stronger than unnecessary, but
we' || say unnecessary, given that over 1,000 subcritical
experinments and robust conputer nodeling have provi ded data
to support these positions, conducting an expl osive nucl ear
test is estimated to cost over $100 mllion.

But that isn't really even the cost, not to nention
every other risk associated with an above-ground nucl ear
test. And | could be here all day with experts telling you
what those risks are. So, this is just one of the many
reasons why the United States has made significant
i nvestments in our national |aboratories to annually certify
t he readi ness of our nation's nucl ear stockpile.

And so, do you agree with these data-inforned
assessnents that it's absolutely unnecessary for the United
States to resune expl osive nuclear testing?

M. Beck: Senator, as you nmentioned, there is a
process to do an annual assessnent to determ ne whet her
there's a technical reason to do an underground test. And
to the best of ny know edge, there are --

Senator Rosen: |'mtalking about explosive. That
woul d mean an above-ground test, explosive nuclear testing.
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M. Beck: To the best of ny know edge, public
avai l able information, there is no reason to do for
techni cal reasons that an underground or above-ground test.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. And will you commt to not
di m nishing or diverting resources in the staff at our
national |aboratories who work on this, noving themtowards
expl osi ve nuclear testing, away from crucial advanced
science and innovative prograns that have taken us to this
poi nt where we can use things |like the UlA tunnel and so
many ot her things that they do to performthese subcritica
tests?

M. Beck: Senator, one of the things that I'm
particularly concerned about is we need to be nore efficient
in how we use our resources. W have nade sonme progress in
that direction, but we need to nake nore. W have to focus
on our technical expertise and be nore efficient in how we
produce things. | don't know the details of that particular
project, but | ook forward to getting those and getting
back to you as soon as possible.

Senator Rosen: Well, I"mjust asking if you -- it's
not a project, it's that we don't want you to dimnish or
divert resources in favor of explosive testing versus
critical advancenent of science and innovation prograns that
built things |ike the ULA tunnel and the radi ographic
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experinents that we do. W just don't want you to divert
resources to expl ode bonbs agai n versus doi ng advancenent in
science that we've nade in all these years to ensure the
safety and stability of our nuclear arsenal.

M. Beck: | understand your concern. W have to focus
our resources on the overall programto do what's best for
the country on the --

Senator Rosen: So, you're not going to conmt to
saying you won't try explosive testing again, is that what
you're trying to say to us?

M. Beck: Senator, that is not what | said. | don't
have the privilege of having that information of what is
bei ng done today. And | can't answer your question w thout
nore information. |'ll get back to you.

Senator Rosen: You can't answer that you won't divert
resources to explosive testing versus scientific innovation.
| guess the answer is you won't say that. You won't choose
scientific --

M. Beck: Senator, | don't have access to how t he
programis allocated resources at this tine.

Senator Rosen: | bet if | just went out on the street
and asked soneone, should we expl ode a nucl ear bonb or
shoul d we use science to do it in other ways that are safe,
and secure, and that can validate the lethality of our
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nucl ear arsenal and the readi ness of our nucl ear arsenal,
bet that | could find anyone at the grocery store that'd
say, "Please, dear God, don't explode another nucl ear bonb
on American soil."

M. Beck: Senator, to ny know edge, there's no pl ans
to do a nucl ear above-ground expl osion of any type.

Senator Rosen: O bel ow ground. Because we've had
many, and the ground woul d shake. For the 50 years | |ived
in Nevada up until 1992, every nonth, the first Saturday of
the nonth, that ground woul d shake as we cratered and had
t hose underground expl osive testing. The craters are stil
out there today. W don't want to go back to that. There
is no reason. And | |look forward to working with you to
explain to you and your team why what we're doing is so rnuch
nore effective. Thank you.

Senator Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen, and with the
approval of the chairman, | have a few additional questions.
We all recognize that probably the nost fatal and
| ethal drug that is affecting this country is fentanyl. It

is an extraordinary lethality. And it's sonething that |
think is reflected in the questions ny coll eagues, various,
and |'ve raised about this approach to reduce these | et hal
drugs coming in. M. Noh, where is the greatest source of
precursors of fentanyl in the world?

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

94

M. Noh: Ranking nenber, ny understanding is China is.

Senator Reed: That is my understanding also. And do
you understand where nost of these precursors are sent for
processing before entering the United States? What country
that m ght be?

M. Noh: Ranking nenber, | don't know exactly what
country that --

Senator Reed: Well, the data from many different
gover nnent sources; Mexi co. In fact, Cato Institute a few
years ago, that 93 percent of the seizures were at | egal
crossings at the southern border.

So, the inplication, | think, is very clear that Mexico
is really the source of the nost |egal drugs comng to the
United States. Wich raises the question, M. Young, which
you m ght have considered; why are we attacking ships off of
Venezuel a who are shi pping probably cocai ne or marijuana?

M. Young: Sir, we're conducting those attacks because
the President of the United States directed that we conduct
t hose attacks. He views those, sir, he's nade the
determ nation that they're an immnent arnmed threat to the
United States.

Senator Reed: Well, if the nost | ethal chem cal s
com ng across, which is the whole predicate of his approach,
it's these are not arned forces that are attenpting to
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attack the United States violently and kinetically in seized
territory or inflict direct casualties on the Anericans.
It's the cunul ative effect of the drugs are coning across.
And it seens to be interesting that the President woul d
choose a relatively mnor source of drugs comng in versus

t he huge introduction of fentanyl in this country through
Mexi co.

In fact, we're doing nothing in the Pacific and we're
certainly restraining, | think, sensibly from attacks
agai nst Mexi can shi ppi ng and Mexi can communities. Again, |
t hink we have to understand that this is nore a kind of
nmessagi ng than sensible policy of the United States. And
the nessage is which is very good for TV, is we're killing
peopl e.

M. Young, did you approve an order or consult to an
order by the Secretary of Defense to kill these traffickers,
and to destroy their vessels so that no survivors or
evi dence of drugs woul d be avail abl e?

M. Young: Sir, | amthe principal deputy General
Counsel . The General Counsel has been involved directly
with that. 1t's ny understanding that the vessels were
targeted, and it's my understandi ng under the operations
order that was issued by conpetent U S. mlitary authority,

that the vessels would be sunk to so that they woul d not
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present a hazard to shipping, sir.

Senator Reed: Well, that's sonewhat ridiculous. |If
Ameri can personnel can destroy a ship, they certainly get
cl ose enough to ensure it becones, it does not becone a
hazard to navigation. And in fact, one of the attacks, the
mssile strikes were followed up by a helicopter using 50
cal i ber machine guns to shred what was ever left. So,
that's really, | think, very tenuous to hang upon.

M. Young, the final question. The adm nistration
announced, and sone of ny col |l eagues have noted, that the
first lethal strike in the Caribbean killed nmenbers of Tren
de Aragua. However, the admnistration did not identify the
affiliation or nationality of the other individuals killed.

In the following three strikes, what designated
terrorist organization did the individuals fromthe |ast
three strikes bel onged to?

M. Young: Senator, | amnot personally famliar with
t he designation of the strikes for each of those strikes and
the cartels that they nay have been associated with. W'd
have to get back with you on that, sir.

Senator Reed: Well, | wish you will immediately
because we'll request in witing the identification.

[ The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COW TTEE | NSERT]
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Senator Reed: Again, thank you, gentlenen. On behalf
of Chairman Wcker, this concludes today's hearing. [|'d
| ike to thank our witnesses for their testinony. For the
i nformati on of nmenbers, questions of the record will be due
to the conmttee within tw busi ness days of the concl usion
of the heari ng.

Wth that, we are adjourned. Thank you.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:31 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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