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HEARI NG TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON
THE POSTURE OF UNI TED STATES | NDO- PACI FI C COVVAND

AND UNI TED STATES FORCES KOREA

Thur sday, March 10, 2022

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [presiding],
Shaheen, Bl unenthal, Hi rono, King, Warren, Peters, Manchi n,
Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, Wcker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds,

Ernst, Tillis, Sullivan, Scott, Hawl ey, and Tuberville.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
RHODE | SLAND

Chairman Reed: | wll call this hearing to order.

Good norning. The Commttee neets today to receive
testinmony from Admral John Aquilino, Conmander of U. S.
| ndo- Paci fi ¢ Command, and General Paul LaCanera, Conmmander
of U S. Forces Korea. Gentlenen, thank you for your service
to the nation, and pl ease convey ny thanks to the nen and
wonen serving under your conmmands at this critical tine.

The Departnent of Defense has appropriately identified
China as the "pacing threat" for the United States mlitary.
In the next decade, the Indo-Pacific region is projected to
generate two-thirds of the global econony and be hone to
two-thirds of the gl obal population, and we nust calibrate
our strategy accordingly.

For the past several decades, China has studied the
United States' way of war and focused its efforts on
of fsetting our advantages. Beijing has made concerning
progress in this regard, especially with respect to
di sruptive technol ogi es and weapons |i ke hypersonics,
artificial intelligence, 5G and biotechnol ogy. China does
not accept U.S. gl obal |eadership or the international norns
t hat have hel ped keep the peace for the better part of a
century. Maintaining our conpetitiveness in this region

will take a concerted, whol e-of-governnent effort, but the
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US mlitary, specifically INDOPACOM will play a centra
role. As we speak, the inportance of getting our approach
right is on full display as another near-peer conpetitor,
Russia, continues its brutal and illegal invasion of
Ukr ai ne.

Even as Chi na has nade progress, however, there is
broad consensus that our conparative advantage over China is
our network of allies and partners in the region and
globally. Strengthening that network should be at the
center of any strategy for the Indo-Pacific region, and the
mat urati on of the Quadrilateral Security D al ogue, or Quad,
i nvolving the United States, Japan, India, and Australia,
presents an opportunity to establish a durable franework.

It is ny hope that the Quad, as well as Korea, will provide
a platformfor engagi ng other regional partners.

The nost |ikely flashpoint that could turn our
conpetition wiwth China into a conflict is Taiwan. I|f China
Is the pacing threat for the Defense Departnent, Taiwan is
t he pacing scenario. Follow ng the brutal repression of
pr o- denocracy denonstrations in Hong Kong by China over the
past 2 years and the unprecedented nunber of aggressive
Chinese mlitary incursions into Taiwan's airspace, the
worl d has a right to be concerned.

There has been discussion in the |ast year regarding

whet her we shoul d be nore explicit about comng to Taiwan's

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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aid mlitarily if they are attacked by China, the so-called
"strategic anbiguity; versus "strategic clarity"” debate. In
nmy opinion, we should nmaintain the policy of strategic
anbiguity that has helped to naintain the peace in the
Taiwan Strait for decades. Mre than anything, changi ng our
policy to strategic clarity could actually lead to

escal ation and the very conflict we are working so hard to
prevent.

Adm ral Aquilino, faced wth these w de-rangi ng
chall enges, | would like to your assessnent | NDOPACOM s
preparedness to carry out the United States' strategy in the
regi on.

As we seek to nore effectively conpete with China, we
must al so manage the threat posed by North Korea. North
Korea has vexed both Republican and Denocratic
adm ni strations for decades. Mintaining peace and
stability on the Korean Peninsula nust remain a priority for
t he Departnent of Defense, though solving the |long-term
chal | enges posed by North Korea will require all elenments of
nati onal power.

Through various intelligence reports, we know that Kim
Jong Un views nucl ear weapons as "the ultinate deterrent
agai nst foreign intervention," and, over tinme, intends to
gain "international acceptance and respect as a nucl ear

power." The ultimate goal of U S. policy remains the
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denucl eari zati on of the Korean Peninsul a, but we are not
taking an all-or-nothing approach. |Instead, the Biden

adm ni stration has pursued what it describes as "a
calibrated, practical approach to diplonmacy with the North
with the goal of elimnating the threat to the United
States.”

This approach will require smart and firm engagenent
with the North Koreans, but, nore inportantly, it requires
coordination with our allies and partners in the region,
particularly South Korea and Japan. GCeneral LaCanera, |
woul d ask for your views on the partnership between the
United States, Japan, South Korea, and other regional
partners in addressing North Korea's destabilizing activity.

Simlarly, Ceneral, the highest priority of any
mlitary commander is ensuring the readiness of the forces
under their command to performtheir mssion. | hope you
w Il share your views on how U S. Forces Korea can naintain
readi ness through training and exercises with their South
Korean counterparts while avoi ding m scomuni cation or an
uni ntentional escalation in tensions with the North.

Finally, Secretary Austin announced earlier this week
that the Navy's Red H Il Bul k Fuel Storage Facility on the
i sland of Gahu will be closed within the year following a
series of major fuel spills. | believe that closing this

facility was the right decision, and I would |ike to know,
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general ly, what steps are being taken to ensure the safety
and health of the mlitary famlies and civilians in the
affected communities. Mre broadly, the closure of Red Hill
Is a significant change for our fueling and | ogistics
approach in the Indo-Pacific, and that should be recogni zed
by | NDOPACOM Conmand.

Thank you again to our wtnesses. | |ook forward to
your testinonies.

Senator Inhofe could not be here today, so | am
submtting his opening statenment for the record.

[ The prepared statenment of Senator |Inhofe follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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And with that et nme recognize Adm ral
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL JOHN C. AQUI LI NO USN, COMVANDER,
UNI TED STATES | NDO- PACI FI C COMVAND

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Chairman Reed,

di sti ngui shed nmenbers of the commttee. | want to thank you
for the opportunity to appear before you today to discuss
the Indo-Pacific region. | sincerely appreciate your

dedi cat ed support to | NDOPACOM our servicenenbers, and
their famlies, and we wi sh Senator |nhofe well.

The People's Republic of China is the nost

consequential strategic conpetitor to the United States.
The PRC i s executing a dedicated canpaign that utilizes all
fornms of national power in an attenpt to uproot the rul es-
based international order to the benefit of thenselves and
at the expense of all others.

In the region, Russia also presents serious risks. As
evident fromtheir unprovoked and unjustified attack on the
Ukrai ne, Russia has no regard for international law, its own
comm tnents, or any principles that uphold gl obal peace.
Simlarly, the Denocratic People' s Republic of Korea and
vi ol ent extrem st organi zati ons al so pose acute threats to
peace and stability in the |Indo-Pacific.

To address these threats, Secretary Austin has
articulated clear priorities: defend the honel and, deter
our adversaries, and strengthen our allies and partners.

These priorities are advanced through integrated deterrence,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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which is the Departnent's approach to preventing conflict

t hrough the synchroni zation of all elenents of nationa
power, coordinated with the joint force across all domains,
together with our allies and partners.

| NDOPACOM s mission is to prevent conflict through the
execution of integrated deterrence and, if necessary, be
prepared to fight and wn. "Seize the Initiative" describes
| NDOPACOM s approach to acconplish these mssions. This
approach requires the joint force to think, act, and operate
differently. W do that by realigning our posture,
advanci ng our warfighting capabilities, providing both the
Secretary and the President with options across the spectrum
of conpetition, crisis, and conflict.

Ef fective deterrence requires significant investnent to
defend the honel and, protect the joint force, operate in
contested space, provide all dommin battl espace awareness,
wth an integrated fires network to deliver those effects.

These initiatives are incorporated into a theater
canpaign plan facilitated by agile |logistics, a robust
exercise in experinmentation program and regular and
consi stent coll aboration with our allies and partners to
pronote peace in the region. W nust nmake concerted efforts
to increase our resilience and strengthen our capabilities
t hrough sustai ned i nvestnents generated by predictable

budgets, as strong industrial base, and reliable supply

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

10

chai ns.

| amoptimstic we wll see a strategy-based fiscal
year 2023 budget that takes the appropriate initial steps to
address key adversarial challenges and increase our
war fi ghting advantages. The resource we conmit now and in
the future will help preserve a free and open | ndo-Pacific,
It wll strengthen our deterrence posture, and provide us
the ability to fight and win, should deterrence fail

Thank you, Chairman, and |I | ook forward to the
guesti ons.

[ The prepared statenment of Admral Aquilino follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Thank you very nuch, Admral.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL PAUL J. LaCAMERA, USA, COMVANDER,
UNI TED NATI ONS COMVAND/ COWVBI NED FORCES COVMAND/  UNI TED
STATES FORCES KOREA

CGeneral LaCanera: Chairnman Reed, distinguished nenbers
of the conmttee, thank you for the opportunity to appear
here today. | appreciate your |eadership and dedication in
supporting our total force and our famlies who work with
our Korean allies and the United Nations Sending States in
order to man a stable and secure environnment on the Korean
Peni nsul a.

| would also like to thank President Biden, Secretary
Austin, and General MIley for their continued | eadership
and support, along with Adm ral Aquilino, the functional
conbat ant commanders who support us, ny fellow conponent
commanders, and ny interagency colleagues. It is easy to
stand on freedoms frontier with this tremendous support.
Finally, I want to thank your Korean hosts and their
professional mlitary.

| am pl eased to update you on the great work done by
our dedi cated personnel who serve in the Republic of Korea.
They are professionally executing the mssions of the United
Nati ons Command, Conbi ned Forces Command, and U.S. Forces
Korea. The United States-Republic of Korea alliance was
forged in the crucible of battle. Wile the Denocratic

Peopl e's Republic of Korea continues to pose nultiple

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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threats to regional and international security, this
alliance remains the linchpin of the regional stability and
has prevented the resunption of hostilities that shredded

t he peace sone 72 years ago. It remains ironclad, and our
servi cenenbers, along with the Republic of Korea mlitary
are trained and ready to respond to a provocation or crisis,
I f called upon.

Qur three commands -- United Nations Command, Conbi ned
Forces Command, and U.S. Forces Korea -- nust remain
vigilant, prepared, and ready. Under one comrander, these
three commands are enpowered to naintain a stabilized
security environment for the Republic of Korea and our
regional allies. W have international |egitimcy through
the United Nations Conmand, whose mission is to enforce the
1953 Armi stice Agreenent, coordinate U N Sending State
contributions, and execute assigned functions directed by
the U S. national authorities through Joint Chiefs of Staff
to preserve peace and security on the Korean Peninsul a.

UNC ensures a true nmultinational effort in support of
arm stice conditions while maintaining the utnost respect
for the Republic of Korea sovereignty. W are proud of the
conmbi ned teamwork of the U. S. -Korean alliance.

Conbi ned Forces Conmmand is the conbi ned warfighting
headquarters, representing the U S.-Korea bilateral mlitary

partnership. Fornmed in 1978, it is a unique entity that

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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takes policy, direction, and m ssions fromthe Conbi ned
Mlitary Conmttee and is governed by and subject to bi-
nati onal deci sion-naki ng consensus.

W maintain our strong U S. comnmtnent to Korea. U S.
Forces Korea is the premer joint force conmmtted to
defendi ng the security of the Republic of Korea. It is
di sciplined, trained, and ready to fight tonight, respond in
crisis, and win in conflict. Central to neeting any threats
I's resourcing and strengthening our force and best possible
care of our famlies. | amgrateful for your support and
| eadership in these no-fail tasks.

I know you are aware of South Korea's powerf ul
economc, mlitary, and technical standings. No doubt you
are aware of the social inpact. Al of this is part of the
hard work, discipline, and dedication of the Korean peopl e,
all done under the security unbrella of the U. S. -Korea
alliance. The Republic of Korea is an incredible ally and
it is a privilege to nove into the future together with them
in the Land of the Mirning Calm

I am honored to command and serve this dedicated
mul ti nati onal conbined and joint force in one of the nost
signi ficant and dynam c regions of the world. Those who
serve are commtted, capable, and well supported. The force
Is postured to deter aggression, protect U S interests, and

i f necessary, defeat any adversary. As long as a threat

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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persists, the U S. -Korean alliance remains vigilant,
determ ned, and steadfast in defense of the Korean Peninsul a
and across the region. As the commander of these incredible
servi cenenbers | appreciate this commttee's conti nued
support to fully prepare themto fight and win on the nost
dangerous piece of ground, the last 100 neters of |and, sea,
and air.

Finally, it has been an honor to work with the Mon
adm ni stration. Congratulations to President-El ect Yoon.
W | ook forward to working with his adm nistration to
strengthen the U K -ROK alliance and take on regi ona
chal | enges.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an opening
statenent. | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of CGeneral LaCanera follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, General.

Adm ral Aquilino, Taiwan has historically purchased
expensive platforns rather than asymretric systens which may
be nore relevant in an actual conflict with China. And in
addition to that, Taiwan has one of the nost robust
economes in the wrld. Do you agree that Taiwan should
have sufficient budgetary resources to procure the necessary
def ense systens?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Chairman. | think
would leave it to Taiwan as to identify the nunber and
anount of resources that they would like to invest. \Wat |
think I would say is the trend is in the right direction for
the capabilities that we have seen theminvest in. So for
exanpl e, the Harpoon missile systemis a capability that
woul d provide a viabl e defensive posture for the people of
Taiwan. Additionally, the F-16 capability for their air
force.

So the anmobunt that they would like to invest is part of
the calculus. Wat they invest in, | think they are on the
ri ght path.

Chairman Reed: W are in a position to help them
facilitate the acquisition of appropriate defense
capabilities, and again they seemto have the resources to
be able to support such an effort. Are there opportunities

for us to get involved in co-devel opnment and co-production

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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of systens that will help thenf

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks again, Chairman. | think
there certainly is opportunity there. As we operate through
the lens and in conpliance with the Taiwan Rel ati ons Act,
anything that we could do to bol ster the defensive
capabilities woul d be desirable.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. General LaCanera, you are
in a very difficult situation with North Korea right on your
front Iine and Chi na hovering over everything. To what
extent do you believe the Chinese are targeting our alliance
wi th Korea and what insights mght you share with us in
terms of that effort?

Ceneral LaCanera: Thanks, Chairman. As you recall, a
coupl e of years ago when the THAAD protection was put in
there was an econom c penalty put against the Republic of
Korea for that. And it appears that the Republic of Korea
has been able to cone out of that. But it is still in the
news. It is still a concern of the Koreans. And as | neet
Wi th ny Korean counterparts it is always a topic of
conversati on.

Their influence is -- you know, they are nei ghbors.
There is a diplomatic influence and there is clearly an
econom c influence. And they al so have about 900, 000
Chinese that do live in South Korea. So there is an

i nfluence there that we have to paying attention to.
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Chai rman Reed: Well thank you very much. Admra
Aquilino, with respect to force posture your prepared
testinony states, "Mire distributed conbat power increases
the liability, reduces risk, and enables the transition from
defense to offense quickly should deterrence fail." And
what are your top four posture priorities for the region?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Chairman. As we take a
| ook, the Guamcluster is clearly the top priority to
provi de capabilities as well as inproving the posture in
t hat pl ace.

Tinian island, Palau, and the cluster there is highly
I nportant. Additionally, Japan is inportant to ensure that
we get the DPRI right in coordination with our Japanese
partners. The Philippines, very strategy terrain, and we
are working through the EDCA sites that we have coordi nat ed
with the governnent of the Philippines to provide additional
capability. And Australia is a place there we are focused,
as | would articulate the top four

Chairman Reed: There is a pending presidenti al
el ection in the Philippines. Does that represent a
potential change in our relationship, either positive or
negative?

Adm ral Aquilino: Chairman, the Philippines are a
nmut ual defense treaty country. They have gone through many

different elections, as nany of the countries in the region.
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So again, | am hopeful that we will continue to be able to
operate, as Secretary Austin went over nost recently and was
able to solve the visiting forces agreenent problem So the
Philippines is certainly on the proper trend and a great

part ner.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Admiral. Thank
you, GCeneral, for your testinony and your service.

Senator W cker, please.

Senator Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Admral, the CNO
says we need 31 traditional anphibious warships. That is
wor | dwi de. How many do you need in your conmand?

Admral Aquilino: Senator, if it is okay I wll get
back to you on the record for that as a classified event.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. Well, let ne just say, we are
| earni ng sone | essons these |ast two or three weeks about
reality and about sone of our adversaries view what you cal
the rul es-based international order. So | amreally asking
you to tell us what you need, and | think both sides of the
dais here would do everything we can to nmake sure that
happens.

Now | et ne ask you this. Every Septenber 30th, this
Congress, House and Senate, is supposed to send to the
Presi dent a defense appropriation bill. It is wapped up in
an omi bus bill now, and we still have not had a chance to

pass it here in the second week of March 2022. How nuch of

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

20

a problemis that? For the two of you, Adnmiral and General,
what can you not do, what have you not been able to do for
this part of the fiscal year because of the absence of a
defense appropriation bill, and have we spent noney

needl essly because you are operating under a continuing
resolution fromthe previous fiscal year?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. As | stated in ny
testi nony, our predictable budgets are certainly hel pful,
both for the industrial base, the conpanies that support us,
and to deliver the capabilities, operations and things that
we need. The critical inpact is the |oss of buying power.
| do not know the exact nunber that DoD has estimated with
regard to the extent of the CR but that |oss of buying
power is significant, in the billions.

It also has a separate effect for ne, and I am not an
acqui sition authority, but it does have an effect on ne, and
that is none of the new starts or requests for capabilities
are able to be delivered or started, begun, under a
continuing resolution. So for nmy top three priorities -- a
def ense of Guam system we have been unable to start or
support that; the delivery of a m ssion partner environnent,
nmy ability to connect with all of our allies and partners to
share informati on, plan, coordi nate, and execute operations;
and then the Pacific Miulti-Domain Training and Exercise

Capability System in other words our ability to link all of
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the ranges that we have to train at the high end, with live
virtual and constructive capability. W have been unable to
start any of those.

Senat or Wcker: Have you had to spend noney on things
that, once this thing gets passed and the President signs
it, really are no |onger that inportant?

Admral Aquilino: | amnot aware of any of those,
Senat or .

Senat or Wcker: How about that, General, and the
overal | question.

CGeneral LaCanera: | agree with everything the admra
said. | would add a couple of points. | do not know if we
have had to spend any noney on it. It does affect the
buyi ng power. It does affect how nuch tinme we have left to
spend noney going forward. At a tangible level, it is
| npacting some nai ntenance and it is inpacting sone new
starts with, say, a counter-UAS program going forward.

Senator Wcker: Admral, what do you think the | essons
the | eadership of the People's Republic of China are
| earning fromwhat is going on now in Ukraine?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. So there are
three that | amwatching very specifically. Nunber one, the
loss of life required to create and execute an illegal war
Is certainly sonething that ought to be taken away. Both

Presi dent Putin and President Xi Jinping should | earn that
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| esson, that cost of |life is broad, extensive, and w ||
haunt them bot h.

Second, the international condemation that we are
seeing of like-m nded nations comng together to articul ate
the illegal aspect, the displeasure, and the needl ess |oss
of life needs to continue. And the third, the significant
econom c inpacts that the free world can bring together
agai nst a nation who would take this type of action.

Senat or Wcker: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator W cker.

Senator King, please.

Senator King: Admral, thank you. Thank you both for
being with us this norning.

Admral, we have learned a ot in the |last week or so
about nucl ear doctrine in Russia, particularly the idea of
escal ate to deescal ate. What do we know about China's
nucl ear doctrine? W know that they are vastly expandi ng
their nuclear capability. As | say, do we have ideas about
what China's assunptions are about the use of nuclear
weapons?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, thanks. | do not think |
woul d assune anything, and | would defer to ny partner,
Admiral Richard as the STRATCOM commander. | think what |
would tell you is what do we see happening in the theater,

and that is an extensive buil dup of nuclear capability,
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articulated and intended to be delivered by the PRC -- 700
sil o-based or warheads by 2027, and over 1,000 by 2030.

Senator King: That is froma base of al nost zero. |
mean, their expansion has been dramatic, has it not?

Admral Aquilino: Extrenely, quickly, and as Admral
Ri chard nost recently testified.

Senator King: Thank you. China calls itself a near-
Arctic nation and is beconmng nore and nore active in the
Arctic. One of ny concerns is the extent to which there may
be gaps between NORTHCOM EUCOM | NDOPACOM given China's
activities in these various areas. Reassure ne about your
I ntegration wth your fell ow conbatant conmanders,
particularly NORTHCOM where China is operating in that
regi on.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. As you know,
NORTHCOM i s actually the lead for the Arctic, so we
coordinate persistently with General VanHerck and Cenera
Walters. Some of the exanples, you know, when the nost
recent Russian submarine canme fromthe North Fleet over to
the Pacific Fleet, we nonitored and watched that as it
crossed conmbat ant commander |i nes.

General VanHerck, | support himfor the |ong-range
aviation flights or any threats that emt fromthe
nort hwestern portion of either fromRussia or China as it

applies to the honel and defense mi ssion, no matter what path
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t hey take.

So our cooperation and col |l aboration is persistent.

Senator King: Well part of our new strategy in the
| ndo-Pacific is dispersal. Wuld not a reinvigoration of
Adak make sone sense, and given its strategic position,
again, it is in NORTHCOM but it is pretty darn close to
| NDOPACOM as wel | .

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, and we have used Adak
nost recently in an exercise, | think about a year ago, for
a conbi ned Navy-Mari ne Corps event fromthat area. So
clearly a strategic location for both defense of the
honmel and and to be able to project power forward. W are
going to have to take a | ook at the length of the runway
there for sone future operations.

Senator King: Thank you. | hope that is under
consi derati on because again, if dispersal is the goal we do
not want to concentrate everything in Guam for exanple. W
want to present problens for a potential adversary.

General, | have been concerned on an ongoing basis with
the rel ationship between South Korea and Japan. A, where
does that stand, and B, does the new adm nistration have any
-- did they cone into this election season, which concl uded
yesterday, with any stated position about strengthening or
further weakening the relationship between two countries

which are inportant allies to us?
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CGeneral LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. | am not aware of
any specifics, but I think as President Yoon tal ks about
security as a top priority that nmy best mlitary advice is
--and | think the mlitary | eaders and ny Korean
counterparts truly understand the inportance of a U S. -RX
and a ROK-Japan relationship, and that is one of ny top
priorities as a commander of USFK.

Senator King: | appreciate that, and | hope that is a
priority, to try to foster that relationship and inprove it,
because in a tinme of conflict, as we have | earned, allies
are essential. Wnston Churchill once said, "The only thing
worse than fighting with your allies is fighting w thout
your allies." Thank you, Ceneral.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator King.

Senat or Rounds, pl ease.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentl enen,
| et ne begin by just saying thank you very nmuch to you and
your famlies for your years of service to our country.

Adm ral Aquilino, the space and cyber donmins are where
we are seeing a lot of activity and pose a real threat to
our national security. Wth seven of the nine nations
capabl e of launching satellites in your ACR can you explain
how you i ntegrate your operations wth USSPACECOM and

USCYBERCOM recogni zing it provides both opportunities for
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us but also sone real threats?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. As we synchronize
our operations together | have the greatest partners in
General Nakasone from Cyber Command, General Dickinson from
Space Command. As a matter of fact, | have asked them both
to neet me in Australia in about a week and a half to
synchroni ze with our Australian counterparts and continue to
wor k towards i nproved capabilities in space and cyber.

This process is in our headquarters, that again you
have heard nme articulate this think, act, and operate
differently. One of the critical aspects of that is howto
synchroni ze all domain effects, and that includes space and
cyber. | have dedicated people in ny headquarters as cyber
conponents and space conponents that operate in ny
headquarters every day, and | cannot be any nore
synchroni zed than that.

Senator Rounds: And | also like the fact that it is
not just synchronized in nultiple donmains but with our
allies as well, which I think is a critical part of our
| ong-term prospects in the region.

CGeneral LaCanera, it has been brought to nmy attention
that our service nen and wonen and their famlies are
required to receive a rapid test for COVID for themto
return to Korea, but this test is not covered by TRI CARE. |

think it is wong to charge our servicenenbers for nedical

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

27

tests that we are requiring themto take. Can you perhaps
explain to ne what this does to these young nen and wonen
and what the costs involved are, and perhaps give us sone
reasoning as to maybe why we shoul d take sone action

i mredi ately to resolve this?

CGeneral LaCanera: Thank you, Senator. |If they are on
official travel orders that is covered. They can claim
that. |If they are departing on leave, | wll test themfor
any requirenents |eaving the Republic of Korea. But com ng
back in, there are ways that they can get it from CVS, out
on the econony. The chall enge becones if they do not get it
in time then they have to pay out of pocket to nake sure
that they can get back into the country. The requirenent is
48 hours right now, and it is currently not covered under
TRI CARE. And again, you know, so soldiers, sailors, airnen,
marines, they want to do the right thing. They want to cone
back in. They are paying out of pocket. And currently
right now !l believe | do not have the capability to
rei mburse them

Senator Rounds: Thank you, sir. | have one nore
guestion for Admiral Aquilino. The Indo-Pacific AOR has
been descri bed as the nost consequential region of Anerica's
future. As such, it would appear to ne that we should be
wor ki ng very hard to increase our network of allies and

partnerships in the region.
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The Arny Corps of Engi neers has done sone renarkabl e
wor k bui | di ng partner capacity in areas of water and
envi ronnental security, disaster risk managenent, and
humani tari an assi stance construction projects. The Corps
does a lot of this work fromthe civil works perspective and
in concert with USAID. Can you speak to the effectiveness
of these prograns in building regional partnerships as
opposed to how Chi na does busi ness?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So the Arny Corps
of Engineers is certainly active in the region, as well as
t he engi neering corps of all the services. W take on
projects that support communities, deliver mlitary
war fighting capacity, and support our allies and partners.
That is a vastly different nodel than the PRCis using with
regard to bringing in workers, bringing in naterials, and
then settling in nation. So the nodels are conpletely
different.

I was just in Palau. As a part of the Seabee corps
that is forward deployed in Palau, | net with four interns
fromthe island of Palau that were operating with the
Seabees to learn skills, trade, and to inprove the
I nfrastructure of their island. So drastically different
nodel s, and | am confident that the nation sees which of
t hose nodels they like better, and it is the United States'

nodel .

28
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Senat or Rounds: Thank you, gentlenen. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rounds.

Senat or Hirono, please.

Senator Hi rono: Thank you, and Admiral Aquilino and
General LaCanera, thank you very much to both of you

M. Chairman, | thank you for your opening remarks in
support of the closure of the Red H Il facility and the need
for us to address the | NDOPACOM fueling needs in alternative
ways.

Adm ral Aquilino, we are going ahead with safely
defueling this massive facility, or these nmassive tanks, and
we are going to need to provide resources in the out years
to deal wth the environnmental issues related to the closure
of this facility. Wat are your major concerns and
priorities with respect to the future fuel storage
requi rements for | NDOPACOM?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. Thanks for the
conti nued support. In the set of options | briefed the
Secretary, and the decision that he has made with regard to
closing it, was focused on three critical things. Nunber
one, the top priority was clean, safe water for the people
of Hawaii, servicenenbers, and their famlies. Nunber two
was to ensure that we could execute our mlitary m ssion

set. The option that he selected | believe provides a nore
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di verse, distributed, and effective fuel distribution node
that neets all of ny requirenents.

Senator H rono: How do you plan to mtigate any
potential vulnerabilities that an alternate fuel solution
may have? Although in ny opinion we reduce our
vul nerabilities by not having all our fuel in one place, but
do you have sonme concerns about vulnerabilities of
distributing this fuel, I do not know, throughout the
Paci fic, perhaps?

Admral Aquilino: | absolutely do not, Senator.

Again, | believe, as you articulated, a nuch nore diverse
and di stributed, both |and-based and sea-based, is the best
nodel to ensure we can neet our warfighting needs.

Senator Hi rono: The Conpact of Free Association
agreenent, co-filed between the U S. and the Republic of the
Marshal | | sl ands, the Federated States of M cronesia, and |
know t hat you visited Palau, which is one of the other
nations that are part of COFA, but as to the other two
nations they are comng up for renewal in 2023, and Palau in
2024. And as you noted in your witten statenent to the
comrittee these agreenents have significant inpact on your
ability to advance the priorities of the Pacific Deterrence
Initiative and maintain a free and open | ndo-Pacific.

| amreally glad that you visited Palau and that we are

going to be perhaps |ooking at different ways that we can
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jointly be supportive, nore supportive of these conpact
nations as we go forward. So | hope you will continue to
prioritize our partnerships with these island nations to
support our overall strategy in the Pacific.

Admral Aquilino: Yes, ma'am It is absolutely
i nportant to get to the appropriate renegotiation of the
conpact agreenents. Again, visiting Sali pan, Guam Pal au,
and Tinian were really, really worthwhile trips for ne. |
got to spend sone time with President Wi pps from Pal au.

As you know, the negotiation of those agreenents are
| ed by State Departnent in coordination with the Depart nent
of the Interior, and Departnent of Defense has a
representative on the team and have articul ated ny request
to negotiate those as soon as possible in a way that is
certainly beneficial to the United States as the PRCis
| ooking to infiltrate throughout the region.

Senator Hrono: Exactly, and | think that our country
shoul d be paying nore attention and a nore supportive role
with regard to our conpact nations, because they are there
in |arge extent because they are very much a part of our
national security priorities.

Regardi ng North Korea, for both of you, this year alone
we have seen North Korea executing nine rounds of mssile
tests, including a purported hypersonic mssile, and its

first launch since 2017 of an internedi ate-range m ssile,
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potentially capable of reaching Guam Admral Aquilino and
General LaCanera, what is your assessnent of the credibility
of such threats from North Korea? WMaybe we will start with
you, GCeneral.

General LaCanmera: As | live under that threat,

Senator, the threat is real, and it spears that he is trying
to develop capabilities to defeat our systens and threaten
the peninsula and threaten regional stability.

Senator Hrono: So, Admral Aquilino, is this one of
the reasons that our protective systens on Guamis your top
priority, or a top priority?

Adm ral Aquilino: Absolutely. The ability to defend
t he honel and of Guamas well as the mlitary forces that
operate there. Wat | would say, though, is that the
rel ati onship we have with the South Koreans and the Japanese
is critical. GCeneral LaCanera and | synchronize with
General Won and General Yanmzaki every tine there is one of
t hese | aunches, and if you just recently read we have
i ncreased the readi ness |evel on both the peninsula and in

support of the defense of Japan today.

Senator Hirono: And, M. Chairman, | want to note, not
to nmention the need to protect Hawaii. As we devel op these
m ssile systens, defense systens in Guam we do still have

t he i ssue of Honel and Def ense Radar - Hawaii .

Thank you, M. Chairman.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono.
Senat or Cotton, please.
Senator Cotton: Admral, |ast year your predecessor,

Adm ral Davidson, warned that China may invade Taiwan, in

his words, quote, "the next years." That was a year ago.
In your best mlitary opinion does that forecast still hold?
Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | was going to

start with -- who said that?

Senator Cotton: Admral Davidson.

Admral Aquilino: | do not even think about that | ast
guy anynore. | think that his articul ati on was based on a
couple of different points, but we would have to ask Adm ral
Davi dson how he cane to that.

One of the things that | have watched is President Xi
Jinping has articulated and challenged his mlitary to be
able to noderni ze and conplete its nodernization by 2027.

If we | ook over the past 10 or 15 years, that target date
has noved | eft from 2035-ish, persistently. So 2027 is the
mlitary task.

| can tell you where | amis | see actions that give ne
concern that the tineline is shrinking, and the m ssion that
| have been given is to be prepared for it. So when you
| ook at the actions of the PRC as it applies to breaking
t heir agreenent for Hong Kong, taking physical, |ethal

actions on the line of actual control with India, conpletely
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illegal clainms for the entire South China Sea in every sea
space and airspace inside their self-proclai med ni ne-dash
line, all of these actions give ne concern. The nost recent
wat er - cannoni ng of Philippine sailors in the vicinity of
Second Thomas Shoal. Al of these things give ne concern,
and | cannot predict the date, Senator. | just know | need

to be ready now.

Senator Cotton: | agree, Admral. They give ne a | ot
of concern as well. It was 6 years last year. It is 5
years now. | think we should be as concerned that it m ght

be 5 nonths and be ready for that.

One way to be ready for that, in the opinion of forner
Japanese Prinme M nister Shinzo Abe, who | think is one of
t he nost distinguished statesnen of the region and of his
generation, said that the United States should consider
abandoni ng so-called strategic anbiguity regardi ng Tai wan,
whi ch we do not nmake it perfectly clear that we will cone to
t hei r defense.

G ven what we have seen in the invasion of Ukraine and
what we understand about China's intentions, based on what
you just said, should we nake it clear to Beijing that we
will, in fact, cone to Taiwan's defense if Beijing attacks
Tai wan?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, as you know we currently

are in execution and support the One-China policy. | think
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what | would say is strategic anbiguity has served us very
wel | for the past 40 years.

Senator Cotton: It has served us well under different
ci rcunstances, when the PLA was not capabl e of executing
this mssion and Beijing knew that. | would suggest now
that the PLA is capable, the main constraint on China's
| eaders is Anrerica's intentions, and that is why we shoul d
change fromstrategic anbiguity to clarity.

Admral, | want to turn to your opening statenment. You
used the phrase "integrated deterrence.” The Pentagon
defines that as "working across warfighting domains,
theaters, and the spectrumof conflict in collaboration with
all instrunents of national power as well as allies and

partners,"” end quote. That sounds to ne like a bureaucratic
word sal ad, cooked up in Colin Kahl's office. | do not
under stand what integrated deterrence adds to deterrence.
Coul d you explain to nme what you think the difference is
bet ween those two terns, because "deterrence" is a very
si npl e and | ong-standi ng concept that depends centrally on
hard mlitary power, to include nuclear weapons?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So again, in the
| ate that | operate, inthe mlitary |lane, again | believe
that that hard power, credible conbat power provides a

deterrent value through the mlitary sphere. | also believe

that there are other forns that actually may be nore
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i mpactful. As we are watching in the Ukraine side, the
econom c i npacts clearly have an opportunity, and | do
bel i eve synchroni zing those with the mlitary | ane can
real ly have an inpactful ability to deliver deterrence.

Senator Cotton: All dependent, though, on continued
mlitary dom nance across all mlitary domains, to include
our nuclear arsenal. Correct?

Adm ral Aquilino: Certainly the mlitary sphere,
Senator, | coordinate with Admral Richard as we present the
entire spectrumof mlitary capabilities to adversaries. So
t he synchroni zati on of convention and strategic is critical,
and then conbining that with the rest is certainly val uable.

Senator Cotton: Yeah. And | want to commend you,
because you have been very cl ear-eyed and sober while you
have been in this command about the need for mlitary power
in the Western Pacific to deter China. | just want to make
sure that events of political acrobatics [phonetic] in the
Ofice of the Secretary of Defense are not going to
undermne that mlitary power on which all deterrence is
based. Thank you, Admral.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yeah, Senator, if | could just make
one comment. The Secretary has been conpletely supportive
of the approach that we have taken, and not once have | been
asked to throttle back or do anything different.

Senator Cotton: | did not say "the Secretary."” | said

36
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"the Ofice of the Secretary of Defrense,” which is |arge
and sprawing and has a lot of political hacks in it.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. Senator Bl unenthal, please.

Senator Bl unenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for your service and for being here this norning.

There was an announcenent in Decenber, as you know,
that Australia was planning to build a new naval station on
Its east coast to base nucl ear submarines planned for under
t he AUKUS agreenent. This base could resupply and maintain
Ameri can nucl ear subnmarines, increasing the capabilities of
both countries, Australia and our country, in countering
China's influence and threats in the Pacific region. AUKUS
allows us to capitalize on one of our greatest advantages in
the Pacific, nanely the strength and capabilities of our
submarine fleet, which is second to none in the world.
Sharing this technology with Australia will be a force
mul tiplier, but those submarines are not scheduled to be
comm ssi oned for another 10 or nore years. There was a | ot
of hoopla at the tinme of the announcenent, but not so nuch a
realization that there will be sone del ay.

The AUKUS agreenent al so provides a framework for joint
cooperation and integration of cyber capabilities,
artificial intelligence, and quantumtechnol ogi es.

Admral, as you know the United States, the UK, and

Australia are currently engaged in an 18-nonth period of
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consultation to deternm ne the optimal pathway to nucl ear-
powered submarines for Australia. Wat would you like to
see cone out of this process? Wat thenes of inoperability
have you identified for AUKUS, noving forward, and can the
tinmeline be accel erated?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So the AUKUS
agreenment is really inportant, and everybody goes right to
submarines, but as you articulated it is nore broad than
that. And we are working imediately to increase our space
and cyber capabilities together with the Australians. W
are | ooki ng at posture options beyond just submarines and
naval bases to be able to operate together. And right now
we are conpletely interoperable with the Australi ans.

On the submarine side, | think the Australians need to
see the result of this initial review They will have sone
deci sions and choices to nake. And then |I think there are
ways to bridge to that devel opnment as they work to get to
the infrastructure, and then we review the additional basing
options that you just articul ated.

W would love to go as fast as possible. W certainly
have to be m ndful of the nuclear reactors and the safety of
those things as we work this forward.

Senat or Blunenthal: Speaking to the inportance of this
agreenent, would you say it is nore significant in |ight of

what we have seen in Wkraine, and if so, for what reason?
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Admral Aquilino: | do not knowif | would conpare it
on the Ukraine side. | think as | |look at the theater that
we operate in, there is vast nunber of basically
multilateral relationships that are inportant, when you
t hi nk about ASEAN, when you think about a tril ateral
relationship with South Korea, Japan, and the United States.
This is just another one of those multinational agreenents
that provide both a mlitary capability and capacity that is
I mportant for the region.

Senator Blunenthal: And do you think there is the

opportunity or the potential for accelerating the tineline?

Admral Aquilino: | think we will have to see the
results of this review. | guess what | would say is this
really wll not happen quickly. |If we can get from 10 years

to 8 years, boy, that woul d be hercul ean.

Senator Blunenthal: And where do you think the

submarines will be built?
Admral Aquilino: | know the Australians certainly
woul d like to have that industrial capacity. | think having

an additional industrial base in another place for us is
possi ble. But as you know, all of the United States

submarines are built in Connecticut.

Senator Blunenthal: | know. Rhode Island. And Rhode
Island has a role to play as well. Thank you very nuch,
Admiral .
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bl unenthal.

Senator Ernst, please.

Senator Ernst: Yes. Thank you, M. Chair, and again,
gent| enen, thank you very nmuch for being here.

CGeneral LaCanera, let us start with you. W have seen
a lot with the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and it just
hamrers honme how connected the world is and the responses
that we see fromdenocratic nations. W have heard a | ot
about how EUCOM and | NDOPACOM are totally different
theaters, yet the responses fromthe Japanese, the
Australians, the South Koreans when it cones to Ukrai ne have
surprised a | ot of people.

What do you think about the allied responses to the
I nvasi on of Ukraine, and can you shed sonme |ight on how all
of these different regions are interconnected?

General LaCanera: Thank you, Senator. As | sat down
with the Mnister of Defense before com ng to WAshi ngt on,
D.C., I told himwe were paying attention to what is going
on there. It is not a blueprint but it can be instructive
to | arge-scal e conbat operations on the Korean Peninsula and
in the region. And we need to be paying attention to that,
boil it down to its fundanental |essons.

But | think as discussed already several tines, you
know, our true asymmetric advantages are alliances and

having a coalition. And so | think it continues to
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reinforce the inportance of naking sure that we have that
strategic and international depth, and we can take
everybody's capabilities and put it together as an
asymretri c advant age.

Senator Ernst: And | think that is well said. There
are so many connectivities, ways that we work with allied
partners around the gl obe, that just becone force
multipliers no matter what that theater. So | amgoing to
conti nue on sone of that interconnectivity that we have. |
know we were having a fuel discussion earlier, so | am going
to direct this one to the Admral.

In light of the energy crunch that we have now with the
Russi a i nvasion of Wkraine, it is ny understandi ng that our
mlitary has fuel contracts with the Japanese and South
Korean refiners, but nmuch of their oil does cone fromlran
and others. Have you taken a close | ook at our DLA s energy
contracts for INDOPACOM and is that a strategic concern?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. W certainly keep
a look at the refinery capability around the gl obe and how
it mght inpact. | have not | ooked down to the second-,
third-order effects as we coordinate with Japan, Korea, and
the host nations. | would be glad to take that on with DLA
to see where those vulnerabilities m ght be.

Senator Ernst: | would appreciate that, because again,

there is so nuch that goes on under the surface, and if we
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are relying upon Iran and ot her adversaries, just as we are
seeing in our own econony right now, we are so reliant upon
Russia. Russia is using those dollars to fund their war
machi ne. The sane coul d be said of a nunber of other near-
peer adversaries like Iran. The dollars they are generating
fromtheir oil then also goes to fund terrorist activities,
proxy activities around the gl obe.

So we are all interconnected, going back to what
CGeneral LaCanera said. W have various strategic alliances,
but we also need to | ook at where our adversaries are and
how we can rely on partners for solutions rather than just
focusing on folks |like Russia and Iran and others. It is
very inportant that we | ook at those secondary and tertiary
I mpl i cati ons.

Sol will yield back ny tine. Thank you very mnuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Ernst.

Senat or Warren, please.

Senat or Warren: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank you
to our witnesses for being here today.

Admral Aquilino, | want to ask about the inpact of
def ense i ndustry consolidation on our ability to conpete
mlitarily and to be able to control costs. So |ast nonth
t he Departnent of Defense issued a disturbing report finding
t hat defense nergers and growi ng concentration i s reducing

t he nunber of suppliers and creating vulnerabilities in our
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supply chain. And, of course, that is because when only a
smal | nunber of conpani es produce conponents that DoD needs
to buy, a pandem c or a single conpany's decision to cease
production can | eave us without the parts that we need, or
i nstead of ceasing production those conpanies can just jack
up prices to nake nore profits, w thout fear of being
undercut by conpetitors.

So et nme ask, Admral Aquilino, do you consider
hyper soni ¢ weapons to be an inportant priority?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, ma'am

Senator Warren: Hypersonic weapons i s one area where
the DoD report is particularly alarm ng, warm ng that
vertical integration of those contractors and suppliers,

guote, "will likely lead to reduced conpetition and nmay
elimnate it altogether.” Do you agree that DoD generally
benefits from conpetition anong defense contractors and
suppliers?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, let ne just start by saying
| do not have any acquisition authority, but conpetition is
certainly the foundation of our free narket.

Senator Warren: Well, it is not only a foundation of
our free market, you are absolutely right, but it is how we
assure that we are going to have supply and we are going to

have it at a price that we can afford. That is why | have

been concerned that DoD is asleep at the wheel when it cones
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to mergers and acquisitions. Since the 1990s, we have gone
from 51 aerospace and defense prinme contractors down to just
5 today. Controlling costs for hypersonics is going to be a
maj or chal |l enge for the Departnent. The GAO found that the
costs of one of the Navy's prograns nearly doubled in a
single year, and that an Air Force programincreased by 40
percent in its first year.

Look, we are planning to invest about $15 billion
t hrough 2024, so those kinds of cost increases add up in a
hurry. Overruns in these prograns take resources away from
ot her Departnent priorities and other needs across the
Federal Governnent, and the cost issues are significant
enough that the Air Force Secretary Kendall has expressed
concerns that they are not, quote, "cost effective."

So let nme just ask you one nore question in this
general area, if | can. There are a nunber of factors that
drive these cost increases. | realize that. There is
conpl exity, poor planning, weak oversight. But do you think
it will be inportant to prevent further concentrati on anong
hyper soni cs contractors, Admral ?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, again, not being the person
who actually purchases those things | think what | would say
is | need to capability, and | need it as soon as possible.
| encourage any particular way that we can execute that,

with the nost effectiveness for the delivery of the system

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

45

at the nost efficient cost to the taxpayer.

Senator Warren: | appreciate that and that is fair
enough. You know, | think the Departnent's report nakes
clear that this needs to be a priority. |If we do not have
conpetition in this sector it is going to be extrenely
difficult to control costs, and | am working on |egislation
to address this right now.

So, Admral, | hope that you and | can work together on
controlling costs as we go forward. As you may know, your
command submtted the |argest wish |ist of any command,
nearly $1 billion, and these so-called unfunded priorities
have becone an extrenely pernicious tool to boost what is
al ready runaway Pentagon spendi ng.

So | amgoing to be followng up with you with nore
guestions about these lists, but | urge you to be a nore
responsi bl e steward of taxpayer dollars than your
predecessors were and to think carefully about your requests
for this year. Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren.

Senator Tuberville, please.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you very nuch.
Thank you, gentlenen, for being here today and your service.
Ceneral, how has the vacci ne mandate affected your

troops in your conmand? Any at all? Any nunbers?

Ceneral LaCanera: W are sitting at 99 percent
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vacci nated. There are sone exceptions to policies. | do
not control those. Those go back to the departnents. But
it has had no inpact to conbat readi ness.

Senat or Tuberville: Admral? Any?

Adm ral Aquilino: Sanme, Senator. Again, the services
control it, about the sane percentage, naybe a bit higher,
but there has been no inpact on m ssion.

Senat or Tuberville: Donestic extrem sm education
courses are required. Any positive results you have seen
out of this, Ceneral?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes. You know, we take on new
soldiers, sailors, airnmen, marines each week. W have got
to integrate theminto the formati on, and we have to tell
themthat any extremismis not tolerated. And conmanders at
all levels are focusing on that. It goes agai nst good order
and discipline, and it makes us | ess conbat ready.

Senat or Tuberville: Have you all had to take these
courses? | amjust asking.

General LaCanera: | have, yeah. | have participated
in them and | tell you, sitting in there and listening to
the di fferent denographics and age groups, | have | earned.
It is boggling.

Senator Tuberville: Admral?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, we owe the servicenenbers,

the civilian warriors that support us a safe, healthy place

46
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where they can execute their oath that they took for the

uni formed nmenbers and for the civilian nmenbers, their desire
to serve their nation. W owe thema healthy, safe,
confortabl e place to work.

| have taken the sanme courses. W have actually done
sonme additional things, and | can tell you | have |earned a
lots, in just talking wwth the servicenenbers. You know
they are willing to tell you sone of the things they have
experienced. And to CGeneral LaCanera's point, there is zero
tol erance for any discrimnation, sexual harassnent, and we
are | earning a bunch.

Senator Tuberville: That is the reason | am asking
these questions. | amfor that. And do we need to nmake it
better? | cone fromthe education field. 1Is there ways we
can nake it better? Do we need to talk to nore people,
nore conmanders, nore officers, enlisted? How can we nake
It better?

General LaCanera: | think we are a |earning
organi zation and I think we are learning fromthe junior
servi cenenbers as they give us their experiences and as we
see the different generational gaps. So, | mean, any help
that we can get fromthe outside, but internally, you know,
after-action reports and sharing | essons | earned has kind of
been our -- has nmade us the mlitary that we are today.

Senator Tuberville: Good. W have all got to be on
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the sanme team as dangerous as this world is.

You know, one area | believe we excelled in wth this
Ukrai ne conflict is the information right. W successfully
countered Russian and Chinese disinformation. This is a
fight that both of you in your AORis going to be inportant.

You know, what tools do you all need? Do you need any

nore tools to get out the nessaging effectively, you know,

because it will ranp up as years and days go by? Ceneral?
CGeneral LaCanera: | nean, we have to be able to
conpete in the information space. It is easier to put a

bullet in sonmeone's head than it is to put an idea in their
head, and we never send just one bullet or just one bonb.

It is constant. W have got to be prepared to conpete in
the informati on space. W have got to be prepared to nake
m stakes and react to it. W are not going to get it
perfect, but | think, again, watching Ukraine, we are

wat ching a country who is able, you know, a | eader who is
able to shut off the information to his own people. And we
have got to figure out ways to penetrate that and get that
nmessage out.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. You know, the
changi ng i nformation space, as you articulated, is really
chall enging. Disinformation, m sinfornmation, propaganda.
In the I ndo-Pacific command we have initiated JTFIP in

Si ngapore, and with our partners in Singapore we have put
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together an information capability that can lead to the
potential identification of violent extremsts. That is
done with, right now, nine countries.

So we are learning howto do this better. | do not
think I have any specific tools right now, but in ny 1242
report you are going to see requests to ensure we can fund
those things that we have today. And to CGeneral LaCanera's
point, as we learn howto go forward | amcertainly happy to
share thoughts wi th you.

Senator Tuberville: One other question, Admral. In
this year's NDAA, we got in an Aegis systemfor Guam W
just need to find a way to fund it. Your thoughts? 1Is it
still a priority?

Adm ral Aquilino: Absolutely, sir. It is still ny
nunber one priority.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Shaheen, pl ease.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and good
norni ng. Thank you both for your testinony this norning.

Sout h Korea has a new president. | guess ny question
Is to you, Ceneral LaCanera, because he has, during his
canpai gn, appeared to take a nore hardline approach with
respect to both North Korea and China. Can you talk about

how you see his new adm nistration continuing to work with
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the United States and whet her you expect any changes there?

General LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. W rking with the
country team you know, we will reach out to his transition
team and | |ook forward to taking what he tal ked about in
hi s canpai gn and continuing to nove forward when it cones to
protecting South Korea and maintaining regional stability.

It seens very prom sing, everything that we have seen on the
conservative side, in his approach and focus on defense, and
now we Wi Il have to see what it |ooks |Iike in execution.

Senat or Shaheen: So | do not know if you want to add
anything to that, Admral, but do we expect himto continue
to collaborate with us in regional alliances, in the Quad,
in looking at things |ike AUKUS that we are continuing to
try and partner with Asian countries on?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. You know, the
alliance with the South Koreans, it is clearly the linchpin
to the broad set of alliances that go to the region.

Really, really inportant, no matter who is elected. | see
at the ml-to-ml| level, alongside ny battle buddy, General
LaCanera, they are a clear, solid, treaty alliance partner.
W operate together every day on the peninsula. So again, |
think we will continue to work together, and I do not expect
any changes.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, and President-El ect Yoon is new

to politics ,1 understand, and has nade a nunber of

50
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statenments in his canpai gn about North Korea and about his
Interest in seeing North Korea behave differently. Do we
have any concerns about that? Do we expect to work with him
on how South Korea and North Korea continue to interact, if
at all?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. To ne the alliance, |
mean, it is an intangible relationship here that we have to
continue to work with the Republic of Korea going forward to
all ow the diplomatic process to work with DPRK and as the
trajectory of peace on the peninsula. So we expect to work
wth him W worked well with the Mbon adm ni strati on, and
| expect that we will continue to work well with the
I ncom ng adm nistration. W do respect the sovereignty of
t he Republic of Korea.

Senat or Shaheen: O course. | appreciate that, and |
appreciate the partnership that we have shared with themin
t he I ndo-Pacific.

Adm ral, the Wonen, Peace, and Security Act requires
the U. S. governnent, for the first tine, to strengthen the
participation of wonen in conflict prevention and peace
negoti ations, and | know that | NDOPACOM is actually taking a
| eadership role in inplenenting this law, initiating
trai nings around gender insecurity. Can you talk about why
you see that as inportant and how you are seei ng that get

i npl enented in ways that you think will be helpful to us in
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the future?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. | think I would start
at the foundational level, right. This is about talent, and
50 percent in the United States are our |ladies, and there is
tal ent everywhere. So our role in ensuring that the rest of
our partners understand it, can benefit fromit, these are
| i ke-m nded nations with Iike-m nded values. So we work
hard to transmt that.

At the nost recent Chiefs of Defense Conference that we
had there were 18 representatives fromthe region, and one
of the specific topics that we di scussed was how are we
going to nore diversify, specifically as it applies to
wonen, peace, and security. The Vice Mnister of Japan cane
and gave a presentation, and she is an amazing lady. It was
really notable to the rest of the participants.

But bottomline is we all agreed, as one of the three
t akeaways, is we were going to work towards increased
diversity with our femal e popul ati on through the | ens of
mlitary service.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. | amreally pleased to
hear that. Thank you very nmuch. | |ook forward to further
updates as you continue to inplenment the program

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen.

Senat or Sullivan, please.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and
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gent | enen, thank you for your service, exceptional service
in ny view, and the service of your famlies.

By the way, you do not have to comment on it. | am
going to take exception to Senator Warren's vi ew of unfunded
mandat es as sonme kind of wwsh list. | actually read them |
am not actually sure she has, and | believe they are
actually needed priorities.

Adm ral, you have been tal ki ng about integrated
deterrence, the economc inpacts of the free world com ng
toget her on Ukraine with the sanctions, all instrunents of
national power. | think one of the | essons from Ukrai ne and
the brutal invasion by the dictator, Madimr Putin, is that
conpr ehensi ve econom ¢ and financial sanctions have the best
chance of deterring conflict when they are clearly
articulated and ready to go, before the conflict begins.

And | recently introduced | egislation, Congressman Gal | agher
I n the House introduced conpanion |egislation that woul d
mandat e conpr ehensi ve and devastating econonm ¢ and financi al
sanctions agai nst the Chinese Conmuni st Party, key sectors
of China's econony, and | eaders of the CCP in the event it
initiates a mlitary invasion of the island denocracy of

Tai wan.

I was in Europe recently, discussing this with nmany of
our allies and encouraging themto consider simlar actions.

What is your thought on legislation |like that, particularly
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as it relates to all instrunents of Anerican power and the
deterrent effect beyond just what you control, which is the

mlitary instrunment?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. | will have to
go into detail and take a |ook at the legislation. | have
not read it to date. | guess | think what | would say it as

long as it is in conpliance with the Taiwan Rel ati ons Act as
a portion of all forns of national power | would be
supportive.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you. Let nme ask, just
following up on that, the Chinese Comruni st Party has
al ready crushed Hong Kong, once a bastion of |iberty.
Unfortunately, | think the free world barely raised its
voice. | believe a violent, successful takeover of Taiwan
by the CCP woul d be sea change in how the world is ordered,
not just the Western Pacific but the world. | think it
could change the history of the 21st century in the ways of
the "Guns of August" of 1914 changed the 20th century.

What is your analysis of that, especially as it relates
to the trust our treaty allied partners have in the region?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | think nost of the nations
In the region have the sane view. The change in the
international world order is at risk. There are econonic
I mpacts. Two-thirds of the global flow of trade fl ows

through that region in the maritine domain. There is
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expansi ve second-, third-order effects that woul d be
concer ni ng.

Senator Sullivan: You know, you nentioned Phili ppines,
Guam Australia. Can you talk a little bit about Al aska in
ternms of the fight, in ternms of if you need to be ready, our
proximty, which as you know is quite close to Korea, Japan,
Taiwan, our mlitary forces, which you have operationa
control over, over 100 fifth-gen fighters, all kinds of
other things. And related to that, are we becom ng too
mlitarily concentrated with our mlitary assets on CGuanf

Admral Aquilino: | do not think we are becom ng too
consolidated or too focused on Guam It is a strategic
| ocation, certainly as Alaska is a strategic |location. And,
Senator, all of those forces that are positioned there would
certainly be needed and expected to join any response
opti ons.

Senator Sullivan: Let nme ask ny final question for
both the general and admral. | believe the Ukraini an
I nvasion has nade it clear that we are in a new era of
aut horitarian aggression, led by two dictators, Putin and Xi
Jinping. They are driven by historical grievance. They are
often increasingly isol ated, which makes them dangerous.
They are very paranoid about their denocratic nei ghbors
because they cannot bring denocracy and freedomto their own

people. And as you both know, the CCP often |ooks at -- as
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a matter of fact, both of them Il ook at historical grievances
as a way to justify current and future clains of aggression.
That is happening in Ukraine right now. But as you have

al ready nentioned, the nine-dash |ine, South China Sea,

Tai wan.

In the 13th century, the Yuan Dynasty of China invaded
and occupi ed Korea for several decades. To both gentl enen,
has the CCP ever nentioned this as a possible pretext for
aggressive or future actions agai nst the Korean Peni nsul a?
They seemto do it a lot in other areas of Asia, and this is
one area that they have previously occupi ed.

General, why don't we start wth you.

General LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. Again, | think
history is instructive, not a blueprint, but | think the
answer really lies in the head of Xi Jinping.

Senator Sullivan: But have you ever heard that? |
mean, the nine-dash line, in ny view, is ridiculous, but
they still brought that out as a map and say, "Here, this is
hi story. Now we are going to make sure everybody abi des by
it." They did occupy and i nvade Korea. Have you ever heard
that from thenf?

General LaCanera: | have not.

Senator Sullivan: GCkay. Admral, how about you?
Because, you know, they are | ooking at many other areas, and

again, a lot of times, based on historical grievances? Any
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t hought s?

Adm ral Aquilino: | have not seen that yet, Senator.
Again, a lot of focus, obviously, on the reintegration of
Tai wan and the extensive claimthrough all areas inside the
ni ne-dash line. | have not seen or heard of them begi nning
to lay the groundwork for a Korea issue.

Senator Sullivan: | think it is something we need to
keep an eye on. Thank you, gentlenen. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan.

Senator Kelly, please.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral and
General, | have a question for each of you. First, Admral,
it is about building partner capacity. Security cooperation
prograns are an inportant tool for us to achieve our
national security objectives. It strengthens our regional
security efforts. It assists in conbatting shared threats
and provides valuable intelligence to deter potenti al
aggr essi on.

The 2018 National Defense Strategy sought to shift the
prioritization of security cooperation activities away from
counterterrorismand towards great power conpetition with
Russia and China. Additionally, the fiscal year 2021
defense bill established the Pacific Deterrence Initiative,

in part to prioritize security cooperation activities in the
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| ndo- Paci fi c.

So, Admiral, how is | NDOPACOM utilizing security
cooperation partnerships to counter Chinese incursions into
the South China Sea and deter potential aggression agai nst
Tai wan?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. First of all, when
we continue to work with our allies and partners by itself
I's a huge deterrent value. So that continued exercising
operations that is enabl ed through the security cooperation
funding is really inportant.

Second, it helps, in sonme cases, to deliver sone
posture options. So there is an econom ¢ benefit and a
counter to the one-belt, one-road as we work with our allies
and partners. And then certainly to build their capacity in
the forns of articles that we can either sell or give
certainly enhances interoperability and allows us to be able
to quickly cone together and operate together. So there are
mul ti pl e benefits.

Senator Kelly: You nentioned the funding. Are you
resour ced adequatel y?

Admral Aquilino: W wll see when the 2023 budget
conmes out, and | have articulated and will highlight ny
requi renent.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you.

Ceneral, the U S mlitary has not conducted its annual

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

| ar ge-scal e exercises, Full Eagle and Key Resolve with South
Korea since 2018. | nyself, | participated, you know, a
long time ago, in Team Spirit, at |east a couple of tines,
and believe that it is critical that we maintain a
deterrent, and part of a deterrent is to convince the North
Korean t hrough these exercises that despite their |arger
force our ability to operate jointly with our partners is a
significant force multiplier.

You know, North Korea nmust know that the U S. and South
Korean mlitaries are prepared to operate jointly and
effectively to repel a North Korean attack, and as we | ook
at the situation unfolding in Ukraine, it is concerning to
think that the cancellation of these exercises could be
msinterpreted to signal a waning conm tnent.

Do you believe | arge-scal e exercises contribute to
deterring potential North Korea aggression?

Ceneral LaCanera: Senator, thank you. | do. You
know, his, in the information space trying to get us to
cancel those exercises and potentially reduce our readi ness
works in his favor, and he does not have to expend any
ener gy.

But while we have not done the field training exercise
that you referred to -- Full Eagle, Team Spirit -- we have,
| ast year we did do our conmand post exercise in the spring

and the fall, and we are scheduled to do it com ng up here.
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W are also training at all levels in the field with our ROK
allies.

Senator Kelly: Wen do you expect to be back to doing
a |l arge-scal e exercise?

General LaCanera: That will be determ ned as the new
adm ni stration cones in, and working with the M nister of
Def ense goi ng forward.

Senator Kelly: Could you just kind of describe the
di fference in readi ness between pre-2018, in the remaining
time -- | only have about 30 seconds -- conpared to what it
is today, if you can kind of quantify that in a way?

Ceneral LaCanera: Al the reports are that we are able
to achi eve readi ness, the sane readi ness |levels. Again, the
gold standard for ne at the tactical |evel are the live
fires, and then force-on-force, we are able to get the
Koreans off the peninsula to our conmbat training centers and
to do that training there. As a conmander, obviously nore
Is better. But it is hard for ne to speak before ny tine.

Senator Kelly: But your preference is to do the |arge-
scal e exerci ses on the Korean Peni nsul a.

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes. M preference is to do as much
training as possible at all echel ons.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you, Ceneral.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly.

Senat or Haw ey, pl ease.
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Senator Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Thank you
both for being here. Admral, it is good to see you again.
Thanks for your tinme a couple of days ago.

I want to start with sonething that the NDAA from | ast
year says, Section 1241 in particular. It says that it is
the policy of the United States to naintain the capacity of
the United States to resist a fair acconpli that would
j eopardi ze the security of the people on Taiwan, and the

NDAA al so defined that term "fait acconpli,” to nean the
resort to force by the People's Republic of China to invade
and sei ze control of Taiwan before the U S. can respond
effectively.

Tell us why it is inportant for the United States to be
able to respond quickly in order to prevent a fait acconpli.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. Certainly where
our forces are positioned, again, a nunber forward but nuch
in reserve on the west coast of the United States. Credible
conbat power placed forward has an extrenely val uabl e
deterrent value. A, it can respond with speed; B, it is
operating in the area and can rehearse, and ultimtely there
is no better training than operating in the space you would
fight in.

Senator Hawey: And | just want to underline what you

said there about the necessity for our forces to be postured

forward, conbat-credible forces postured forward. That is
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what will enable us to respond quickly. Have | got that
right, if | understood your testinony correctly?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. Let nme ask you this. W
recently heard froma RAND anal yst, Dave Cchmanek, who has
witten that Taiwan, in his view, ought to prioritize
asymmetric defenses like the followng. Here is a non-
exhaustive list: smart minds, anti-ship mssiles that are
deliverable fromnobile | aunchers, nobile short-range air
defense m ssile systens and distributed reconnai ssance and
comruni cati ons syst ens.

In your view, why are asymmetric defenses and
capabilities so inportant for Taiwan to be able to deter
Chi nese aggressi on?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. Again, a defense
i n-depth m ndset and nodel that can deliver. W have heard
many cases the defense of Taiwan being described as a
porcupi ne. Those capabilities allow those effects to be
delivered in nultiple places, at nultiple tinmes, in multiple
ways. So | concur with the capabilities articul ated.

Senator Hawl ey: Let ne ask you this. You said earlier
today that anything that we could do to bolster the
def ensi ve capabilities of Taiwan would be desirable. |
think that is so inportant. | have introduced nmy own piece

of legislation, the Arm Tai wan Act, which authorizes $3
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billion annually to accel erate Taiwan's depl oynent of
asymetric defenses and conditions that aid on Taiwan
I ncreasi ng defense spendi ng and undert aki ng key defense
ref orns.

Here is a broader question for you. W need Taiwan to
strengthen its asymmetric defenses, in particular, as
qui ckly as possible, do we not? Can you tell us why that
| S?

Adm ral Aquilino: Well, 1 think, Senator, one of the
| essons | earned as we watch what is going on in Europe is,
nunber one, aggressive nations can take action. So nunber
one, action against the island of Taiwan coul d happen,
| esson one. Lesson two, there needs to be a readi ness |evel
as soon as possible.

Senator Haw ey: And for that reason, is it fair to say
that it is critical for Taiwan to keep increasing its
def ense spending and to continue to inplenent defense
reforms in order to achieve that sort of porcupine state
that you were tal king about earlier?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes.

Senator Haw ey: Let us talk a little bit about sone of
t he physical capabilities that you are going to need in
PACOM i n order to deter China, and I amthinking of things
| i ke attack submarines, carrier strike groups, high

anmunitions, air-breathing SR The thing about all of
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t hese physical capabilities is that they can only be used in
one place at one tine. Am/|l right about that, is it fair to
say?

Adm ral Aquilino: | would say in sone cases. There
are certain domains that capabilities could be brought to
bear very quickly when | think about space and cyber.

Senator Haw ey: Right. Got you. But |eaving aside
space and cyber and thinking about just the physical
capabilities, these are sonetines called the high-denmand,
| ow-density assets that if they get used in one theater --
let's say EUCOM -- then they are not avail able in PACOM
And so there is a tradeoff. Have | got that right? | nean,
we have got to make choi ces.

Adm ral Aquilino: Again, depending on type. So
bonbers can nove quickly, and we, in many cases, share those
in the same m ssion, across nultiple conbatant conmands.

But nost at the speed that they can nove can only serve us
one at a tine.

Senator Hawl ey: Fair enough. Where | amgoing with
this is something you and | have already tal ked about, which
is that while we have a current crisis in EUCOM | think as
we t hink about the ongoing challenges that we face in PACOM
both in the short end and the long term | want to nake sure
that DoD is not taking capabilities fromyour theater, that

we have absolutely got to have to continue to deter China
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t hrough a strategy of denial, and using themin other
theaters, unless, of course, they are backfilling in sone
way .

So if you want to comment on that, go ahead.

Admral Aquilino: If you do not m nd, Senator.

Senator Hawl ey: Pl ease.

Admral Aquilino: Again, | just want to be very clear
that the Secretary has not renoved anything that he has
allocated to ne at this point to a different theater

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. |If | could, just one nore
guestion, M. Chairman, and it is about the admral's
upcom ng 1242 report. Just give us a sense, Admral, as we
anticipate that report and w thout commenting on the
speci fics yet because it is not out, but how inportant wll
it be for Congress to fully fund the requirenents that you
have listed in that report in order to do your job of
deterrence i n PACOW?

Admral Aquilino: Sir, | think what | would say is,
you know, the commttee and the Congress has tasked ne to
provide those requirenents. | think | would | eave the
| egi sl ations and the legislating up to this team \Wat |
would do is just thank you for your focus on the |Indo-

Paci fic command, and | | ook forward to being able to deliver
you those requirenents.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hawl ey.
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Senat or Duckworth, please.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman, and good
norni ng, Admral Aquilino and General LaCanera. |
appreciate your service to our nation and | want to thank
t hose servicenenbers under your commands for their tirel ess
work in tackling enornmous chall enges that we now face in the
| ndo- Paci fic.

As you know, | have been a vocal voice for conbat-
credible logistics, and so we are going to tal k about that
again today. | have been consistent and loud in this
comrittee about ny concerns because | know how difficult
effective sustai nnent can be, and | know that outrunning
supply lines can result in a catastrophic |oss of a tenpo
for mlitary forces.

Ri ght now we are watching an object |esson in the
i nportance and chal |l enge of an effective logistics plan with
Viadimr Putin's disastrous invasion of Ukraine, and that is
a nei ghboring country, with whom he shares a border. You
know, while Putin's ineffective approach to sustai nnent
generally tracks with his patterns of arrogance and
strategic failure, | hope that we are thinking critically
about how nmuch greater the sustainnent problemw || be if we
are called to defend our troops and allies in your area of
responsibility, a very far distance from hone.

Adm ral Aquilino, where do you see the greatest gaps in
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| NDOPACOM s ability to conduct logistics in a contested

envi ronnment, and how are you planning to fill those gaps,
and what areas of upcom ng budget requests are nost critical
for your success? Watever you can share in this

uncl assi fied environnment, obviously.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yeah, thanks, Senator. The posture
initiatives that we have laid out -- and again, | | ook
forward to comng to briefing you at a classified | evel on
t he approach, the plan, the hubs, the spokes, the different
| egs of our logistics plan, | would |love to showit to you.

But the posture, the places that we are going to have
to set up, critical. The transfer fromone place to another
and then into the region, whether it be sealift, airlift,
those are the second set of capabilities that we are
interested in.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. Sane question to you,
Gener al .

Ceneral LaCanera: Thank you, Senator. Sustai nnment
operations is a focus itemfor nme, and it is the commander's
business, and | made it very clear to nmy subordinate
commanders. My discussions with Admral Aquilino is when
does strategi c novenent becone operational maneuver and what
conbat power is going to have to be used to secure those
| i nes of communication will be a discussion that we wl|

have in a crisis and in conflict.
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As we get different capabilities on the peninsul a,
where that line is we mght be able to provide that
capability in wrking with the ROK navy, ROK air force, et
cetera. That will all be part of the integration going
fromard. But | can assure you that sustainnent operations,
not just getting to the peninsula and getting those
supplies, but also in the fight in defending the peninsula
is a priority.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. GCentlenen, |ast week |
met with General Van Ovost, Conmmander of the USTRANSCOM who
was visiting from Scott Air Force Base in Illinois, and she
assured nme that our strategic logistic requirenments w ||
play a larger role in the upcom ng NDS, and | | ook forward
to seeing the details when that NDS is released. But | wll
be cl osely watching to see how the Departnent inplenents and
resources that strategy goi ng forward.

Adm ral Aquilino, | know you have been working cl osely
with U S Transportation Command, which | think is inportant
gi ven the uni que chal |l enges of the tyranny of distance that
poses to TRANSCOM i n your area of responsibility. One
particularly concerning mssion | have discussed with
TRANSCOM was patient transport, wounded warriors. It is
clear that in a contested environnment in | NDOPACOM we wi | |
not be able to evacuate patients fromtheater as quickly as

we were able to in Irag and Afghani stan. There are nore
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chal |l enges, and there mght need to be a dwell tinme of maybe
5 hours, 6 hours, or 12 to 24 hours, before we can transfer
themto the next node of transport.

In the event of a conflict in | NDOPACOM we will need
to think outside the box established over the |ast 20 years
in order to effectively care for our wounded. This is an
area that | amready and willing to support.

Adm ral, would you commt to sharing any anal ysis your
command i s conducting on nedical nobility with nme and this
comrittee once it is conpleted, and will you conmt to
working directly with nmy staff on ways we can partner with
you to tackle this potential problenf

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, absolutely. So we have
been wor ki ng through a set of CONOPS on what does it | ook
| i ke, and as you articulated, in a really conplex theater,
nost of it water. W have said again, through this |ens of
hubs, spokes, transition stations, so | would be glad to
show you how we are thinking about. But your point is
really valid. This theater and this operation, we wll not
be able to neet the gol den hour.

Senator Duckworth: Yeah. One final question. | would
| i ke to nove onto strengthening our partnerships in the
region. Senator Blunenthal did talk about AUKUS and how
bold the Australians are. You know, they are all in. They

put all their chips in with us. And as you and | discussed
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| ast year, | think we need to match their bold commtnent to
the partnership if we are going to nmake it successful,
especially when it conmes to submari nes.

Adm ral, how can you support inplenentation of the
AUKUS deal in your operations and planning for the region,
and from your perspective how can Congress support this
partnership and be equally as bold, especially when it cones
to conponents of deal such as they are building the capacity
to build their own subnmarines?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | think step one
is to let this report run out, right. So they have sone
deci sions to nmake which are significant decisions as we work
t hrough the submarine portion. Once they identify a couple
of key ways forward -- you heard the other day they deci ded
they are going to have to have a base on the east coast -- |
t hi nk now we can kind of step in, partner with them and
wor k towards sone of these posture initiatives. W wll
wor k toward nucl ear power school. W can partner with
riders on submarines. There are a bunch of things we can
do, but they really have to make sonme choices first, and I
am confident they are |looking to go as fast as possible as
wel | .

Senator Duckworth: | amout of tinme, M. Chairmn.
Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator Duckwort h.
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Senator Scott, please.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. First | want to
t hank each of you and everybody in your command for your
servi ce.

Admi ral, given your unique position in the Indo-Pacific
command you have observed the Conmuni st Chinese regine. |Is
It your personal opinion that General Secretary Xi wll take
over Taiwan by force if he sees the opportunity?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | do not think I would try
to predict. | think what | would | tell you is the m ssion
| have been given is, nunber one, to prevent this conflict,
nunber two, if deterrence fails to be able to fight and w n,
which leads nme to a place that says | need to be ready
shoul d he nmake that choice.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Admral, in your personal
opi nion, do you believe that this Adm nistration has given
proper attention to the possibility of Conmuni st China
I nvadi ng Tai wan?

Admral Aquilino: | think as stated by the Secretary
and the Adm nistration, the priority theater, nost
consequential theater for the future of the United States is
the I ndo-Pacific theater, and the nobst concerning strategic
conpetitor is the PRC. So |I think that articul ati on and
that priority has been well stated, Senator.

Senator Scott: Admral, has the Pacific Defense
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Initiative been properly funded, and does it provide the
right counter to Communist China and its threats in the
regi on?

Admral Aquilino: | thank the commttee for support to
the I ndo-Pacific, and as articulated in the |law, Senator, |
will continue to provide the requirenents as identified and

tasked by the NDAA to identify nmy critical requirenents.

And again, | thank the conmttee as we work through the

| egi sl ation process. As you know, | submtted ny unfunded
list. It was based on that report, and I will continue to
do so.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Admral, as we discussed
the last tinme you were before us, | have introduced
| egi slation that calls for the building up of Taiwan's
defenses as well as preparations in the United States that
will allowus to aid Taiwan if Conmuni st China attacks or
tries to change its governnment using mlitary coercion. M
bill also calls for a nore transparent, realistic, and
necessary policy change. W nust announce clearly that our
position toward aiding Taiwan is not amnbi guous. Communi st
Chi na should know that we wll come to Taiwan's defense, and
since we | ast spoke even the Japanese governnent nade cl ear
that it would not tolerate a Chinese mlitary nove agai nst
Tai wan.

So here is ny first question. Do you believe that
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preventi ng Conmuni st China fromcontrolling Taiwan is a
strategic necessity for the United States?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | conpletely support the
One- Chi na policy, operate in accordance with the Taiwan
Rel ati ons Act, to conmunicate its reassurances, and | think
that is going to be a policy decision. | think there are
certainly inplications, but | standing by to support the
requi rements and tasks as identified by the National
Security Council.

Senator Scott: After the Adm nistration's botched
wi t hdrawal from Af ghanistan and the failure to be able to
deter Putin frominvading Ukraine, do you believe that this
has enbol dened Xi to try to take Taiwan by force?

Admral Aquilino: | think we are still trying to | earn
what President Xi Jinping has |earned fromthis event, and
we continue to watch to try to identify, has he | earned the
correct lessons as it applies to the changing world order
and the concern that we see in the Ukraine.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Ceneral, with the election
yesterday in Korea, and even before that, have you seen any
change in South Korea's attitude toward Conmuni st Chi na and
concern about the risk of Beijing s aggressive actions?

CGeneral LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. There is a
rel ationship that they have, a diplomatic and econonic

relationship, and a cultural relationship that they have
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with China. | have not seen any nmjor changes in that
rel ationship. The current adm nistration has been on a
wor ki ng-t owar ds- peace declaration as its priority.

Senator Scott: So as we have watched China's
aggressive actions, do you think the general public in Korea
is taking note, and now as they watched Putin invade
Ukr ai ne, has that had any inpact on the attitude in South
Korea to want to bolster their defense and support what we
are doing to help defend then?

General LaCanmera: It is hard for me to ascertain. |
have been stateside since the invasion began, so |, just
anecdotally, amgetting reports on kind of the reaction.
The political reaction is that President Mon has taken
action agai nst the Russians from a sanctions perspective,
and it is costing them econom cally.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Thank you, Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Scott.

Senat or Rosen, pl ease.

Senator Rosen: Well thank you, Chairman Reed, for
hol ding this hearing. Thank you so nuch to our w tnesses
here today for your service to our nation and really your
expertise in these inportant areas.

I would like to focus today on cyber, artificial
intelligence, and the inportance of maintaining our

technol ogi cal edge in general, particularly as it relates to
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this region. So | want to tal k about, first, cyber threats,
because sonme of the nost devastating cyberattacks that have
targeted the United States, well they have originated from
China and North Korea. And just this week a cybersecurity
firmreported that a Chinese state-sponsored hacki ng group
successfully conprom sed the networks of at |east six U S.
state governnents since May of 2021.

So, Admral Aquilino, what are you doi ng, what are we
doi ng to defend agai nst Chi nese state-sponsored cyber
threats and what nore should or could we be doing to deter
t hese malicious activities?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So you have
hi ghl i ghted certainly a concern that we worry about, not
only in our owm networks but in our ally and partner
networ ks. \Whether they be state actors or non-state actors,
the potential inpact is significant. |In close coordination
with ny partner, General Nakasone, who has that
responsibility to defend the defense global information
grid, and to work with our allies and partners, we are
| i nked very closely. He works in |lanes both in the
defensive |lane and has the ability to work in the offensive
| ane as wel | .

So that partnership is consistent. W have both
identified the critical requirenents on both sides, and he

continues to support us.
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Senator Rosen: It is inportant that we work with our
partner countries in collective collaborative. General
LaCanera, what are the U S. forces in Korea doing to deter
and mtigate North Korean cyber threats?

CGeneral LaCanera: Thank you, Senator. Again, our
concern i s nmaking sure that our networks are protected and
maki ng sure that our alliance networks are protected from
t hose cyberattacks. W do practice it on a regular basis,
and in an exercise conmng up that will be part of the
exercise, to make sure we are protecting it.

Senat or Rosen: And how quickly do you feel you can
respond when you have that exercise? How quickly do you
recei ve your reports on those, gentlenen, after your
exerci ses, that you can respond to the vulnerabilities that
you m ght find?

CGeneral LaCanera: | think we can respond fairly
qui ckly. You know, we know that that is going to be part of
their attack plan, and that protecting our networks and
reacting to those and nmaki ng sure that we have the
redundancy in our plans. And, you know, the real question
is, you know, we rely heavily on digital, but at what |evel
can we quickly swtch to analog so that we are not
vul nerable fromthat piece there.

Senat or Rosen: And you share those with your partner

services so that they can be aware of any vulnerabilities as
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soon as you find thenf

General LaCanera: Yes, Senator.

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, so CGeneral Nakasone is
really good. | will tell you, if it is detected, it is a
critical information requirenment for ne. | will know w thin

m nutes, as well as all the conponents.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | appreciate that.
Conponents, | have a whol e nother discussion on software
bill of materials. W can talk about conponents another

day.

But again, Admral, as we discussed when you testified
before the commttee |ast year, China is accelerating its
mlitary noderni zation through its cutting-edge technol ogy,
and they want to close the technol ogical gap with the U S
as quickly as possible. They are nmaking investnents in Al,
robotics, cyber, hypersonics. They are procuring comrerci al
t echnol ogi es we know that can be adopted for mlitary
pur poses.

So | want to follow up on ny question from your
confirmation hearing | ast year. Do you believe today that
Chi na has achi eved technol ogical parity with the U S. in any
of its operational systens, and are there any that you feel
that they are out outpacing us? What should we be investing
in with you to give you the tools to not |et that happen?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks again, Senator. So |let ne
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start with intent. The intent of the PRCis to take
advantage in every one of those. W continue to be the
greatest mlitary on the planet, and we need to keep and
continue to keep those advantage. So nunber one, for
protection, whether they be defense or defense-critical
contractors or other sources, we have to protect those
critical communities that you articulated in order to
mai nt ai n those advant ages.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | see that ny time is up.
| hope that we will have a hearing tal king about the | essons
| earned fromthe war in Ukraine. As we begin to find out
nore about any particul ar cyber or technological activity we
can prepare for our future adversaries.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen.

Senat or Manchi n, pl ease.

Senator Manchin: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you,
sir, for your service, and thank you for being here.

CGeneral Aquilino, recently this conmttee had a very
sobering briefing fromthe Departnent. In this briefing it
was nentioned that the Marine Corps made the very hard
decision to procure a NMESIS anti-ship mssile instead of
the nore traditional equipnment, but Congress nmade a deci sion
to zero that request out in exchange for two CH 53K

helicopters, and part of that is built in ny state. So |
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menti oned this exanple because it is one of many. | believe
the majority of nmy coll eagues agree with ne. |In order to
conpet e agai nst China we ought to do the best thing we can
do, not what is politically popular. Let us put it that

way.

Wth that in mnd, what domain of warfare do you
believe the U S. still maintains an asymretrical advantage
agai nst China, and what weapons systens or equi pnent do you
bel i eve we should procure to w den that advantage?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So | wll start by
saying that we do have the world's greatest mlitary in al
domai ns, foundational. There are certainly capabilities
that we want to go ahead and pursue, and | commend the
commandant on neki ng sone of those tough choices, right. So
| and- based, anti-ship fires is a critical conponent of the
strategy and the approach, but it will take the entire joint
force. So that is one exanple. There are sone hypersonic
capabilities that we certainly want to continue to pursue
and then deliver. W want to be able to continue to work
unmanned capabilities to provide different alternatives as
part of the contribution.

So there are a nunber of those. Those are just three
exanpl es.

Senat or Manchin: General LaCanera, you nentioned in

your opening statenent your work towards achieving the
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bil ateral Conditions-Based Operational Control Transition
Pl an between the United States and the Republic of Korea.
When fully inplenmented, the Republic of Korea will assune
direct operational control over their mlitary in the event
of war with North Korea.

So ny question would be, can you explain to the
committee if this transition plan is successfully executed,
how wi I | the i medi ate nature of our presence on the Korean
Peni nsul a change?

CGeneral LaCanera: Thank you, Senator. As we go
through this bilaterally agreed-upon Conditions-Based OPCON
Transition, we are in the process of working through what
are the bridging capabilities and what are the enduring
capabilities. So when the chalk line is finally snapped it
is hard for me to predict right now, based on the
capabilities that the Korean mlitary has and what the
requi renents are.

W are also in the process of rewiting our operational
pl an.

Senator Manchin: Being the U S. Forces Korea
Commander, how woul d you | ead your force in the event of a
war on the Korean Peninsula follow ng the plan's execution?

General LaCanmera: How would | lead the forces? It
woul d be part of the Conbined Forces Commander. So | would

becone the Deputy Conmmander of Conbi ned Forces Conmmand, and

80

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

81

ny deputy woul d beconme t he Conbi ned Forces Comrander. |
woul d work underneath him | would still retain the title
of U S. Forces Korea and UNC Commander. And then it is
still a binational decision-making process between both
nati onal command aut horiti es.

Senator Manchin: Admiral, the Marine Corps has taken
significant risk in recent years to reorient the service
towards our pacing threat, China. Anong the many
initiatives the Marine Corps is pursuing is orienting the
Mari ne Corps towards devel opi ng the doctrine for
expedi tionary advanced- base operations. Wat are you doi ng
as the | NDOPACOM Conmander to support the Navy and Marine
Corps refined and further operational to this concept?

Adm ral Aquilino: | think what | would say, Senator,
is making themprove it to nme, right? So it is a concept
for a nunber of years now, and we are working to rehearse it
and practice it.

Senator Manchin: What chall enges do you see with that?

Adm ral Aquilino: W see certain challenges in
capability delivery, transportation, placenent, and posture,
in some cases.

Senator Manchin: Can | ask you both one fina
gquestion. Knowi ng what you know and the insight that you
have on where we are in the Ukrainian-Russian war -- the

Putin war. | amnot even going to ingratiate them by
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calling it the Russian war. It is the Putin war. The
escal ation, your concerns about escalating this war,
escalating into bringing us into conflict, chances of them
breaching over into the NATO allies?

Maybe Ceneral LaCanera. The Marines are first to go,

sotell me if you are ready or not.

General LaCanera: Thank you for conplinment. | am sure
t he commandant woul d appreciate it. | amwatching the
I npact that it will have on the Korean Peninsula, and the
regional stability is nmy main concern. | do not have the

i nsights of what is really going on.

Senator Manchin: Admral, your thoughts?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, you know, it is part of the
commander' s business to assess three things in everything we
do, no matter what theater or where we are. Nunber one is
risk to force. Are we putting U S. servicenenbers,
famlies, or supporting people in harmis way? So risk to
force, to nake sure | can send everybody back with Mom Dad,
and the kids after the mssion is conplete. Nunber two is
risk to the mssion itself. AmIl going to achieve what | am
trying to do and generate the effect that | amtrying to
generate? And then nunber three, risk to escalation. W
assess it in every single event, every single operation, and
| know ny counterparts in EUCOM are doi ng the sane thing.

Senator Manchin: Thank you, sir. Thank you, M.
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Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Mnchin.

Senator Peters, please.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you, gentlenen, fromyour testinony today and for your
service to our country.

Adm ral Aquilino, there has been significant discussion
regardi ng how our partners in South Asia, particularly
| ndi a, have responded to the crisis in Ukraine, and | am
concerned that we may be mssing the forest fromthe trees
here, and | believe that as a country we need to bal ance
sone |legitimate I ndian concerns with our desire to work
closely with themat the sane tine, as well as other Quad
partners to maintain a free and open | ndo-Pacific.

So ny question for us, Admiral, is can you speak to the
rel ati onship you have with our Indian counterparts, and what
nore can we do to strengthen our security relationship
bet ween our two countries?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, to start | have no
concerns. Qur partners in India are trenendous partners and
the ml-to-ml relationship is probably at its hi ghest
point. W continue to do nore together.

Forgive nme for a second but I will recognize ny
partner, CGeneral Rawat, and his wife, who just recently

passed in an unforeseen helicopter incident.
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But when you tal k about trenmendous partnership, it is
there. What nore can we do? Continue the information
sharing, continue to support themwth the equi pnent they
need up on the line of actual control, and continue to
partner and operate together throughout the region.

The Mal abar exercise with Japan, Australia, the United
States, and India is critical. Increased unilateral and
multil ateral engagenents with the Indians, and ultinately
continue to sell them equi pnent so we can be nore
i nt eroperabl e and nore effective together in the mlitary
sphere.

Senator Peters: Admral, | wuld also like to get a
greater sense of what the conpetition for influence | ooks
| i ke on the ground in Cceania, using Papua, New Gui nea, as
an exanple. In your posture statenent you nentioned that
the People's Republic of China is, quote, "noving to
i ncrease its defense attaché footprint in Papua, New
Quinea," end of quote. This is happening at the sane tine
as the U S. is strengthening our mlitary ties there,

i ncluding the 2020 National Guard State Partnership Program
expansi on.

So ny question for you is, how have the people and
defense forces in Papua, New Qui nea, responded to our
efforts there, and what nore can we do to strengthen our

relationship with sone of the smaller nations that are in
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your AOR?

Adm ral Aquilino: Well, the State Partnership Program
is critically inplenentation, Senator. | have 14
rel ati onshi ps between the National Guard and the nations in
the region. That is one aspect. As you know, we are al so
pl ussi ng up our diplomatic capabilities there. 1In 2019, we
put a defense attaché, and in 2021, we just added a security
cooperation officer. So small investnents for big payback,
to be boots on the ground and to be able to engage with
those critical partners.

Senator Peters: Just continuing with that concept, and
| appreciate your support for it, your posture statenent
al so di scussed how t he Peopl e's Republic of China entered
into a security agreenment with the Sol onon |slands Police
Force. Last nonth, the State Departnent confirnmed plans to
open an enbassy in the Solonon Islands to increase our
I nfl uence before China gets nore strongly enbedded there.

So ny question to you is, do you support State
Part nershi p Program expansion to countries |ike the Sol onon
| sl ands, and if you do, what conditions nust be net before
t hese partnerships can begin, in your opinion?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. Again, | certainly
do support the expansion, if it is funded, and we can
sustain it in a way that is open, transparent, and in

accordance with our values, which is the critical |inkage
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bet ween these countries and ours. This generates the
peopl e-to-people ties that bring us closer together. As a
matter of fact, | amneeting wth General Hokanson tonorrow
to have this exact discussion on where else mght he be able
to start putting sone support.

Senator Peters: Very good. Well thank you. Thank you
for your response. M. Chairman, thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Peters, and
gentl enen, thank you for your testinony today, but nore
i nportantly, for your life-long service and dedication to
the nation and that of your famlies. And please, as |
suggested initially, pass on our thanks and gratitude to the
men and wonen in your command and their famlies for their
dedi cation and selfless service to the nation. | think we
all feel that both the | NDOPACOM and Korea are in good
hands.

Wth that | wll adjourn the hearing. Thank you.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:28 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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