Stenographic Transcript
Before the

COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES

UNITED STATES SENATE

HEARING TO CONSIDER THE NOMINATIONS OF:
HONORABLE ROBERT P. STORCH TO BE INSPECTOR
GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE;

DR. LESTER MARTINEZ-LOPEZ TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE FOR HEALTH AFFAIRS;

MR. CHRISTOPHER J. LOWMAN TO BE ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SUSTAINMENT;

AND MR. PETER J. BESHAR TO BE GENERAL COUNSEL
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

Tuesday, February 15, 2022

Washington, D.C.

ALDERSON COURT REPORTING
1111 14TH STREET NW
SUITE 1050
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 289-2260
www.aldersonreporting.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

HEARI NG TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF:
HONCRABLE ROBERT P. STORCH TO BE | NSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE;, DR LESTER MARTI NEZ- LOPEZ TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR HEALTH AFFAI RS;
MR, CHRI STOPHER J. LOWAN TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE FOR SUSTAI NMENT; AND MR, PETER J. BESHAR TO BE

GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE Al R FORCE

Tuesday, February 15, 2022

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:32 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee nenbers present: Senators Reed [ presiding],
Shaheen, G| librand, Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, King,
Warren, Peters, Manchin, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, Inhofe,

W cker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Tillis, Sullivan,

Craner, Scott, Bl ackburn, Haw ey, and Tuberville.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
RHODE | SLAND

Chairman Reed: | wll call the hearing to order.

The comm ttee neets this norning to consider the
nom nations of M. Robert Storch to be the Inspector Ceneral
of the Departnent of Defense, Dr. Lester Martinez-Lopez to
be Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, M.
Chri st opher Lowran to be Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Sustai nment, and M. Peter Beshar to be General Counsel of
the Departnent of the Air Force. On behalf of the
comrittee, | want to thank each of you for your wllingness
to return to public service.

| would also like to wel cone the guests and famly
menbers who are with us today. M. Storch, | wel cone your
wi fe Sara and daught er Hannah.

Dr. Martinez, | welcone your son, Lucas.

M. Lowman, | welcone your wife Tracey, daughter
Shayne, and son | an.

And, M. Beshar, | welcone your wife Sarah, son Henry,
and daught er Sophi e.

| know each of the nom nees have fam |y nmenbers who are
proudly watching fromhone, and | thank themfor their
support of your service as well.

M. Storch, you are well-qualified to be Inspector

General of the Defense Departnent. |In addition to your

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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current role as the I1G for the National Security Agency, you
served as the Deputy |G of the Departnent of Justice from
2012 to 2018.

There are a nunber of inportant duties that w ||
require your attention within the Departnment. It wll be
your responsibility to conduct and supervise audits and
I nvestigations relating to the Departnent, provide
efficiency and effectiveness in the adm nistration of the
Def ense Departnent, and |ead the conbatting of fraud, waste,
and abuse. You will also assist the Secretary of Defense in
addressing extremsmin the mlitary.

While we continue to believe that the nunber of
extrem sts in the ranks remains very, very small and does
not represent a system c issue, even one is too many. The
DOD 1 G has an inportant role to play in assessing the extent
of this challenge. During your testinony |I would ask for
your views on the issue and your objectives for this
posi tion.

Dr. Martinez, you are nom nated to be the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, or the ASD(HA). |
woul d note your extensive record of service in mlitary
heal t hcare, both in and out of uniform as having prepared
you wel|l for this position.

The ASD(HA) is the principal advisor to the Secretary

of Defense and the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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and Readi ness for the all of the Departnent's force health
protection policies, prograns, and activities. The ASD(HA)
Is al so responsible for execution of the Departnent's

medi cal m ssion, including the readi ness of nedical services
during mlitary operations and for ensuring the health of
the nenbers of the mlitary services, their famlies, and

ot her eligible beneficiaries.

In addition, you will govern the managenent of Defense
Departnment health and nedi cal prograns, the sponsorship and
oversi ght of nedical research and devel opnent, and nedi cal
educati on and training.

If confirmed, you will need to address a nunber of
pressing chall enges for the Departnent, including the
I mpl ement ati on of COVI D19 vacci nati ons across the force,

i mproving the staffing of Walter Reed, and providi ng nedi cal
support to the conbatant conmanders. | hope you w ||
address these challenges in your testinony.

M. Lowran, you are nom nated to be the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Sustainnent. You bring nore than
30 years of service as a Marine and Arny Cvil Servant to
this position; experience that will be inval uable given the
conpl ex scope of responsibilities before you.

One of the nost pressing issues for the Defense
Departnment is reducing its contested | ogistics

vul nerabilities. The "tyranny of distance"” challenge is

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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often referenced in potential Pacific conflict scenarios,
and we saw it proven true during our conbat operations in

| raqg and Afghani stan. Al though there have been severa
studi es and table top exercises on this topic, the GAO found
the Defense Departnent has still failed to inplenent nore
than 50 recommendations froma recent review. | would |ike
to know your perspective on how the Departnent can better
navi gate a contested | ogi stics environnment.

Additional ly, maintaining the operational readi ness of
the force has al ways been expensive. Gven the rising costs
of new platforns |ike the F-35, coupled with supply chain
| npacts fromthe pandemc, | hope you will share your plans
for tackling these chall enges.

Finally, M. Beshar, you are nom nated to be Genera
Counsel of the Departnent of the Air Force. This position
has a broad scope of responsibilities, including serving as
| egal adviser to the Secretary of the Air Force and ot her
offices wwthin the Departnent, as well as to the Chiefs of
the Air Force and Space Force and their staffs. |If
confirmed, you will be tasked with providing | egal services
t hroughout the entire Departnent in a variety of
di sciplines, including fiscal law, ethics, dispute
resol ution, environnental |aw, |abor law, and litigation.

In addition, the General Counsel exercises oversight of

intelligence and other sensitive activities and

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

i nvestigations. These are w de-rangi ng and conpl ex
chall enges that will require astute | egal guidance. | would
ask that you share how you plan to approach these i ssues and
what objectives you have for this inportant position.

Thank you, again, to our nomnees. | |look forward to
your testinonies.

[ The statenent of Chairman Reed follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U.S. SENATOR FROM
OKLAHOVA

Senator Inhofe: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

And thanks to our witnesses for being with us and for
their willingness to serve additionally.

W have got quite a few chall enges facing us, including
I n your areas of responsibility. And while the world is
wat chi ng Beijing host the A ynpics and whitewash an ongoi ng
genoci de, China has al so accelerated its econom c and
mlitary aggression.

The Russians are using their mlitary mght to try to
redraw t he borders of a sovereign country, and they are
using energy as a weapon to try to split NATO  And Putin's
anbitions won't stop in Wkraine, and we |earned this
firsthand when we spent sonme tine in Romania just a few
weeks ago, and it is very clear: it maybe be Ukrai ne, but
Romania is next. And so, this is not sonething that just is
sone specul ati on.

Last week, we heard from General Kurilla that Iran is
t he nunber one destabilizing threat in the Mddle East, and
about the risks of Iran using sanctions relief to support
proxies that attack U S. forces in the region.

North Korea fired nore mssiles in the recent nonths
t han ever before and apparently they are only pausi ng now

because of the A ynpics that are taking place, and they

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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don't want to nake China angry.
The 2018 Defense Strategy provides that it is still

good today, and it provides a roadnmap to tackle these

chal | enges, but we need to stay focused, and we will| need
your help to do so in the positions that you will be
assumng, if you are confirned, and you will be confirned.

At the sane tine, historic inflation is hitting every

part of the Pentagon, from servicenenber benefits to

mai ntenance. It wll make your jobs nmuch, much nore
difficult.
And | astly, Afghanistan, and on Afghanistan, | am sure

you all read the Washi ngton Post reporting about the
mlitary's own investigation of the withdrawal. It seens
|ike this review can teach us sone really val uabl e | essons.

W are the committee of jurisdiction over the
Department of Defense. M coll eagues and | have been asking
for weeks to see the reviews that they have made. It is
unacceptable for us to be finding out about these docunents
in the Washi ngton Post before they are shared with us. |
can't really say that in as strong of terns as | would |ike
t o.

The | ast NDAA established a bipartisan conm ssion to
I nvestigate what happened in Afghanistan, and |I supported
that, but this conmttee also has the duty to conduct its

own oversight. | think we will need to hear from sone of

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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10

the folks involved with this after-action report very soon,
I n open and cl osed sessi ons.

So, we need strong civilian | eadership at DOCD who wi | |
work with Congress. So | |look forward to hearing from you
all this norning.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

[ The statenment of Senator |nhofe follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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Thank you very nmuch, Senator
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STATEMENT OF HONORABLE ROBERT P. STORCH, NOM NEE TO BE
| NSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

M. Storch: M apol ogies.

Chai rman Reed: No problem

M. Storch: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed, Ranki ng Menber | nhofe, nenbers of the
commttee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before
you today with regard to ny nomnation to be the |Inspector
General at the Departnent of Defense.

The work of O Gs necessarily reflects that of the
departnents and agenci es we oversee. The DOD, of course,
has a critical m ssion of securing our national defense, a
core function of governnent, and given the trenendous size
and scope of the Defense enterprise, the Departnent, in one
way or another, does essentially everything that governnent
does. This requires its OGto have all the tools in the
oversight tool belt functioning well to effectively oversee
these critical and diverse efforts.

| amtruly hunbled to have been nom nated to | ead the
teamat the DOD O G and believe that | amwell-positioned to
do so. | currently amin ny fifth year serving as the
presidentially appoi nted, Senate-confirmnmed |nspector Ceneral
at the National Security Agency, within the Departnent of
Defense, and so | amfamliar with both, the duties and

functions generally applicable to a PAS I G and with

12
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carrying out those responsibilities at an agency within the
DOD where there is inportant integration between civilian
and uni fornmed personnel, and under the rules and policies
applicabl e across the Departnent.

| amvery proud of the efforts that ny teamand | have
made to enhance the independence and the inpact of our
oversight work at NSA O G where | have enphasi zed getting
to the root causes of the issues we uncover and hol di ng
agency | eadershi p accountable for addressing them | am
al so proud of the strides we have nade to enhance the
transparency of our work, including the | aunch of our
| ndependent public website, where we now regul arly post
uncl assified versions of our Sem annual Reports to Congress,
and uncl assified versions or sunmaries, of a nunber of our
underlying reports.

| al so have enphasi zed the i nportance of engagenent

wi th the Congress, which helps us to understand its concerns

and to provide oversight that nay be helpful to informits
constitutional, |egislative, and oversight functions.

As the NSA 1 G and before that as the Deputy I G and
Wi st | ebl ower Orbudsperson working with, and for, |G M chael
Horow tz at the Departnent of Justice, | have worked to
advance whi stl ebl ower rights and protections, which is
sonmething that | believe is fundanentally inportant for the

operations of O Gs and, indeed, for good governnent.

13
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Enpl oyees and ot hers perform an i nportant service when
they bring forward evi dence of what they reasonably believe
to be wongdoi ng, and they should never suffer reprisal for
doi ng so.

O course, none of this work is possible w thout
people. As the NSA IG and before that as the Deputy |G at
DAJ, | have been actively engaged in pronoting diversity,
equity, inclusion, and accessibility, and in ensuring that
we provide a positive working environnment for our team |
amvery proud of the efforts we have nade in this regard at
NSA OG and if confirmed as the DODIG | will bring all of
t hese areas of enphasis and approaches to | eading that very
| nportant office.

Prior to joining the OG comunity, | spent sone two
dozen years as a federal prosecutor at two U S. Attorney's
O fices and between themat the Public Integrity Section of
the Crimnal Division, here in Washi ngton.

| believe that being an I G and a prosecutor are simlar
I n inmportant respects; both fundanentally call for doing
what is right and both call for the analysis of conplex fact
patterns and the exercise of independent judgnment to reach
that result.

Al so, as a forner federal prosecutor, and now as an |G
| understand the inportance of ensuring that nmy office's

wor k not be influenced or even perceived as being influenced

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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in any way by partisanship. | am honored to have been
nom nated to be an 1 G by Presidents of both political
parties, and if confirnmed, | shall continue to be true to
the principle of nonpartisanship that is a hallmrk of the
| G system

| have been actively involved in working across the IG
communi ty over the past decade, founding and | eading the
Cl G E Wi stl ebl ower Orbuds Working G oup when | was at DQJ
O G and serving for several years now as Vice Chair of the
CIA@ E Tech Commttee, and as Chair of its Enmerging
Technol ogy Subcommitt ee.

As for the latter, | think it is essential that we, as
| Gs, be prepared to conduct neani ngful, inpactful oversight
over the increasing use of new technologies wthin the
governnent and that we be able to use them oursel ves
appropriately in our work.

| also was honored to be nanmed, in 2020, to serve as
one of four 1G onthe CCAE Integrity Conmttee, and
recently to be nanmed Vice Chair of the Conmttee, which has

the inportant role of considering allegations of m sconduct

made against | Gs and their senior staffs. If | am
confirnmed, | believe that all these experiences wll serve
me well in |eading the diverse operations of the Defense

oversi ght community and coordinating with other |IGs, as

appropri ate.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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Il will end with what is nost inportant to nme, and
recogni ze and thank ny brilliant and wonderful w fe, who
sonehow wi || have put up with nme for 30 years of narriage

this May, and ny two spectacul ar daughters. As | al ways
say, they are the center of the universe.

| would also like to thank nmy famly and friends, who
are watching online, for their support.

Thank you, and | | ook forward to your questions.

[ The statenment of M. Storch follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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STATEMENT OF DR. LESTER MARTI NEZ- LOPEZ, NOM NEE TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR HEALTH AFFAI RS

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Good norning, Chairnman Reed,
Ranki ng Menber | nhofe, and distingui shed comm ttee nenbers.

Thank you for allowing ne to speak with you today. |
am extrenely honored and hunbled to be here today as
Presi dent Biden's nom nee for Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Health Affairs. | amthankful for the trust placed in
me by President Biden, Secretary Austin, and Under Secretary
Ci sneros.

| was raised in Maricao, a small town in the nopuntains
of Puerto Rico. Not in ny wldest dreans would | have
t hought I would be here, in front of you today.

Duri ng nmedi cal school, | was bl essed to receive the
Heal t h Prof essi ons Schol arship. The financial support
allowed nme to dedicate nyself to ny studies and to excel. |
was driven by an interest in saving lives through nedicine
and serving the United States.

Upon graduation, | joined the active duty Arny at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina, where | conpleted ny famly practice
residency. M plan was to fulfill my service obligation and
return to Puerto Rico, but after volunteering for the first
Mul ti national Force and Cbservers deploynent to the Sinai, |
got hooked. | loved serving with the Arnmy in the field.

My service led ne to conmmand soldiers for 12 years, at

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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home and abroad, serve with field units for 7 years, becone
the Chief Medical Oficer of the United Nation's mssion in
Haiti, and serve as the senior nedical officer during our
Hurricane Mtch Response in Central Anmerica. M final
assignnent led ne to command the United States Arnmy Medi cal
Research and Devel opnment Command at Fort Detrick, Maryl and,
where we worked on all aspects of nedical research.

Wrking with soldiers willing to risk their health and
lives for our country inspired ne to continue serving
al ongsi de them and to deliver themthe best nedical care

possi ble. Those sane factors would notivate me to care for

our active duty servicenenbers, retirees, and their famlies

i f | am|lucky enough to be confirned.

After retiring fromthe Arny, | was fortunate to | ead a

successful and fulfilling civilian life. | was the
adm ni strator of the Lyndon B. Johnson Hospital, part of an
I nt egrat ed governnental systemthat provides critica
heal t hcare service to the residents of Harris County, Texas;
thereafter, | becane the first Chief Medical Oficer for an
over 400-bed, acute care hospital in Brandon, Florida.
| earned a | ot about patient safety, quality of care, and
efficient health care managenent.

One of ny favorite experiences was being a nmenber of
the Army Science Board where | participated in a nmultitude

of studies. Through these experiences, | quickly |earned

19
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that you don't need to wear a mlitary uniformto serve the

country and our comrunities.

If confirmed, | believe that ny previous mlitary and
civilian experiences will serve nme well as the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs. | wll be honored

to have the opportunity to continue to serve our
servi cenenbers, their famlies, and our retirees.

I wll strive for the highest |evel of force nedical
readi ness and the readi ness of the nedical force. The
future may bring difficult m ssions abroad and at honme. To
face these challenges, it is vital that we have a nedically
ready force. There nust be a focus on prevention of
injuries; however, if injured, we owe our servicenenbers the
best nedi cal response we can nuster as a nation. W nust
continue to inprove our care, devel op solutions for new and
ol d chal |l enges, and work closely with our interagency
friends and commercial partners to acconplish our m ssion.
Qur servicenenbers deserve no | ess.

| understand the mlitary health care systemis very
| arge and conplex, but if confirmed, | will do ny best to
i nprove the quality of the care, the quality of the service,
and the value proposition to all those served by the
Mlitary Health System | wll work hard to conplete the
Mlitary Health System Reformin a way that will strengthen

t he nedi cal readi ness of the Arned Forces and the readi ness

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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of the nmedical personnel, by inproving health care benefits
and services to mllions of beneficiaries conposed of
servicenenbers, mlitary retirees, and famly nenbers.

If confirmed, | commt to do ny best for those serving

our nation, and | also commt to work with this commttee

and Congress in a transparent and responsive way to neet the

health care needs of our servicenenbers and their famlies

and our retirees.

Senators, | want to thank you for the opportunity to be

here today and | | ook forward to your questions.

[ The statenent of Dr. Martinez-Lopez follows:]

21
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STATEMENT OF CHRI STOPHER J. LOAWAN, NOM NEE TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SUSTAI NMENT

M. Lowman: Good norning, Chairnman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe --

Chai rman Reed: Your m crophone, please.

M. Lowran: Good norning, Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe and commttee nenbers. | am deeply honored to
cone before you today as President Biden's nonm nee for
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for Sustainnent.

| would like to thank the President for nom nating ne
and Secretary Austin and Deputy Secretary Hi cks for their
confidence in me. |If confirmed, | amexcited for the
opportunity to continue serving our nation in this critica
rol e during these extraordinary tines.

I want to start off by acknow edging ny wife Tracey,
who is here with ne today and has been by ny side for the
| ast 25 years. Tracey is the bedrock of our famly, whose
support has nade ny career and service to this nation
possi ble. Qur greatest joy are our four children; two of
whi ch are here today with nme, Shayne, a graduate of Virginia
Commonweal th University, and lan, a high school senior.

Qur other two children, Rhyane and Addi son, are
currently students at the University of Virginia and are
wat ching virtually; in fact, my daughter Addison is

currently enrolled as a Navy intern with a focus on conputer
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sci ence, and so she will continue the tradition of service.
| amalso grateful to ny i medi ate and extended fam |y
for their sustained and honorable service to this country.
We are a nmulti-generational, multi-service famly,
representing every service, and the Coast Guard, goi ng back
80 years. M famly's | egacy of service has been a guiding
force during ny 36-year career, which began in 1984 on the
wel | - known, yellow footprints at Parris Island. | started
ny post-Marine Corps life with the Arny as a young GS-5,
never in ny wldest dreans did | imgine that | would, one
day, be a nom nee for the Assistant Secretary of Defense.

| have served al ongsi de both, wonen and nen, soldiers
and civilians, who dedicated their lives helping to sustain
t he readi ness of our forces. | could not be nore proud to
call them coll eagues and friends, and if confirnmed, | wll
continue to serve at their side.

The purpose of the Departnent of Defense is to provide
mlitary forces needed to deter war and ensure our nation's
security. To acconplish this m ssion, we nust posture our
sust ai nment capabilities to enabl e the readi ness and neet
the nation's requirenents when needed. Sustainnment is nost
effective when integrated with the joint force and in
coordination with our allies and industry partners. |
appreciate the inportance of sustainnment and throughout ny

career | have learned that resilient sustainment is critical
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to enhancing our mlitary's effectiveness.

The role of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Sustainment is to ensure the resources needed to execute the
Departnment's mission are readily available, while maxi m zing
execution and affordability. The Assistant Secretary mnust
ensure the services have the policies and processes
necessary to succeed, and the Departnent has the proper
oversight to ensure our strategi c readi ness posture is
sufficient. The ultimate goal is to provide our
servi cenmenbers with the nost nodern, capable, and
sustainable mlitary equi prent and supplies necessary to
deter or defeat our adversari es.

Secretary Austin has laid out clear priorities in his
March 2021, Message to the Force: defend the nation; take
care of our people; and succeed through teammork. To that
end, and if confirmed, ny priorities will be to ensure our
supply chain is resilient and defended; our civilian
wor kforce is trained and equi pped with the necessary
anal ytical skills and tools needed to sustain a mlitary in
a conplex, nmulti- domain environnent; that our organic
I ndustrial base is nodernized and fortified to neet the
chal | enges of sustaining technol ogies required on a nodern
battlefield; and finally, that our nodernization prograns
account for life-cycle and sustainment costs early in the

acqui sition process.
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I will work towards sustainment strategies that bal ance
readi ness requirenments with cost in order to produce the
maxi mum anount of conbat power. There are nunerous
chal l enges in each of these areas, but with the help of the
menbers of this conmttee and Congress, we wll mnake the
necessary i nprovenents to ensure sustained readi ness far
into the future.

If confirmed, | pledge to work with Congress, the
services, industry, our partners and allies, and other
st akehol ders to enhance and sustain mlitary readi ness. The
heavy responsibility and demands of this position are
evident. Guven the critical nature of the role and the
I nportance of the mssion | would dedicate nyself fully to
this task.

Thank you. And | look forward to your questions.

[ The statenent of M. Lowran follows:]
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STATEMENT OF PETER J. BESHAR, NOM NEE TO BE GENERAL
COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE Al R FORCE
M. Beshar: Chairnman Reed, Ranki ng Menber | nhofe,
di sti ngui shed nmenbers of the commttee, | consider it the
honor of ny life to be nom nated by President Biden to serve
as the CGeneral Counsel of the Departnment of the Air Force
and have the opportunity to appear before this conmmttee.

A nonment like this is really about all those who have
supported you, and at the top of that list is nmy dear
famly. M. Chairman, thank you for recognizing ny wife
Sarah, who has been at ny side, ny blessed side for 31
years, and our children: |sabel, Henry and Sophie.

| would like to offer my comments this norning in the
context of the three priorities set by Secretary Austin for
t he Departnent of Defense.

First: Defend the nation. Non-kinetic attacks pose a
significant threat to our national security. As the Ar
Force devel ops its next-generation air dom nance program
noderni zes its nuclear enterprise, and builds out the Space
Force, cybersecurity and technol ogical innovation wll be
critical priorities. Over the past decade, | have devel oped
domai n expertise in cybersecurity, with a particul ar focus
on public-private partnerships to protect our critical
I nfrastructure.

| have had the privilege of testifying before nmany of
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you in prior appearances before the Senate Honel and
Security, Banking, and Commerce Conm ttees about ways in
whi ch governnment and i ndustry nust cone together to protect
our critical infrastructure.

Second: Take care of our people. The brave nen and
wonen of our arned forces represent the best of Anerica. To
honor their commtnent and sacrifice, society has a solem
duty to protect them as well as their famlies and our
veterans. As recent reports have shown, there is inportant
wor k that needs to be done to fully neet this
responsibility.

Early in ny career, | had the great privilege of
serving as the Special Assistant to former Secretary of
State Cyrus Vance in the peace negotiations in the Bal kans.

It was ny first exposure to war and it sparked a
prof ound respect for our mlitary and a deep interest in our
national security.

As Chair of the Veterans' Commttee at John Jay Col | ege
for Crimnal Justice and executive sponsor of our veterans'
program at Marsh MLennan, | spearheaded a series of
initiatives, under the banner "W've Got Your Six," to help
veterans with job opportunities and enhanced benefits.

If confirmed, one of ny top priorities would be to
support Secretary Kendall and the rest of the Departnent's

| eadership in inplenenting the sexual assault reforns
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recently approved by Congress and fostering a culture of
Integrity and inclusion.

Third: Succeed through teammork. In this era of
strategic conpetition, the security chall enges before our
country require intense coll aboration across the Executive
Branch, with Congress, with industry, and with our allies.
For the past 17 years, | have served as the General Counse
of Marsh McLennan, a gl obal professional services firm

Wth the support of ny colleagues, | built a world-
cl ass, and diverse, |legal and conpliance team And | have
devel oped the project managenent skills to drive policy
change across an organi zation of nore than 80,000 enpl oyees
in 100 countri es.

If confirmed, | look forward to partnering with the
civilian and mlitary |lawers within the Departnent of the
Air Force to provide sound and pragnatic advice in support
of the mssion articulated by Secretary Kendall, "One Team
One Fight."

| want to express ny appreciation to all the nmenbers of
the commttee for your consideration. | look forward to
your questi ons.

[ The statenment of M. Beshar follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much.

CGentlenen, | have a series of questions that are
directed at all nom nees. You may answer in unison.

Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

[AIl three witnesses answered in the affirmtive.]

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outconme of the
confirmati on process?

[AIl three witnesses answered in the negative.]

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversight responsibilities nakes it inportant that the
commttee, its subconmttees, and ot her appropriate
committees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
Branch on a tinely basis.

Do you agree, if confirnmed, to appear and testify
before this commttee when requested?

[All three wtnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, or electronic conmunications in a tinely manner
when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or
ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult
Wi th the requester regarding the basis for any good faith

delay or denial, in providing such records?
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[AIl three witnesses answered in the affirmtive.]

Chai rman Reed: WII| you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other information,
including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

[AIl three witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Reed: WII| you cooperate and provi de any
W t nesses and briefers, in response to congressional
request ?

[AIl three witnesses answered in the affirmtive.]

Chai rman Reed: WII| those witnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

[All three wtnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much

And just for information of ny coll eagues, we
anticipate a vote at noon. At that vote, we will hopefully
have a commttee hearing off the floor to nove mlitary
nom nations; mlitary nomnations alone. W would like to
get this done; otherwise, we will |ose sone valuable tine
getting mlitary personnel confirmed, including Ceneral
Kurilla, who has been appointed as the new CENTCOM
commander .

Now, M. Storch, the IG plays so many critical roles,

but one critical role is in nmaintaining the ethica

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

sensitivity and priorities of the nmen and wonen of the Arned
Forces. | think it springs fromat |east three sources,
probably nore: the constitutional oath one takes, the
personal integrity one expects of the nmenbers of the
mlitary services, and also the ethic of protecting, not
expl oiting your subordinates.

How can the 1 G help raise the ethical standards and
I nsist on ethical qualifications?

M. Storch: Thank you for the question, Chairmn Reed.

You know, 1Gs, | believe, play an inportant role in
that area in a nunber of different ways, one of which is by
doi ng audits, evaluations, and other oversight work that
exam nes different issues across the Departnent and ensures
that the Departnent is carrying out its responsibilities
appropriately and in conpliance with all requirenents.

On the other side, of course, we have an | nvestigations
D vision and where people don't neet those standards, it
needs to be understood that G wll appropriately
I nvestigate adm ni strative m sconduct, making findings,
where appropriate, and also referring all matters for civil
or crimnal investigation, if that is appropriate.

Addi tionally, beyond all of those sorts of functions, |
think 1G play a critical role in the conmuni cati on of
ethical standards. | nentioned whistleblowers in nmy opening

statenents. | think that it is critically inportant that it
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be understood throughout an agency, up to the very top, that
we encourage people, and people are encouraged to cone
forward if they see sonmething that is wong so that soneone
can look into it, and if appropriate, take corrective
action. And so, that nessage needs to be di ssen nated
across the Departnent, really starting at the very top.

Additionally, 1Gs participate routinely in trainings
and other prograns that help to nake clear to the workforce,
the standards that are expected. So, | think there are
nyriad ways in which that can been done, and, if confirned,
| ook forward to working on it.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very mnuch.

M. Beshar, am | pronouncing that correctly, by the

way ?
M. Beshar: Mre or less, M. Chairman: Beshar.
Chai rman Reed: Beshar.
Vell, in Rhode Island, it is Beshar, but Beshar for the

nmonment. Thank you.

| apol ogi ze.

M. Beshar: Anything works.

Chai rman Reed: Yeah, | apol ogi ze.

In a simlar vein, the General Counsel of the Air Force
will have a significant role in maintaining the ethica
standards of the Air Force and, again, springing fromthe

constitutional oath that we all take, the integrity of the
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i ndi vidual s we expect, and also, for particularly mlitary
personnel , placing oneself behind the responsibilities for
subor di nat es.

Can you conment on your approach?

M. Beshar: Yes, M. Chairman. Thank you.

| really think of the role in two ways. One is to
serve as the principal |egal advisor, as you indicated, to
the Secretary and the | eadership. Secretary Kendall has
articul ated seven operational inperatives and | would want
to consult with the Secretary about how the O fice of
General Counsel could best support him

And the second is really as the chief ethics officer in
trying to inculcate an environnent of integrity and
i nclusion, not sinply to conply with the law, but also to
engender trust wi th other stakehol ders.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much

M. Lowman, congested logistics is a critical aspect.
Napol eon said, an Arny noves on its stomach. And, well, we
are noving in the air, on sea, and on |and, but we have got
to nove.

Can you briefly comment on your approach to dealing
Wth this issue?

M. Lowman: Senator, thank you.

So, as you rightly point out, Senator, global

operations require secure access to supply chains and it
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requi res secure access to both, inter- and intra-theater
lift, whether that is surface |lift or airlift capabilities.

And so, operations, for exanple, in the Indo-Pacific
woul d require the necessary posture and positioning of our
supplies. It requires the necessary end-to-end supply chain
oversight and visibility, such that we understand where the
supplies are, in fact, positioned, and that they are
positioned at echelon and ready for use in support of any
operation, regardl ess of where that is globally.

So, if confirmed, Senator, | would certainly work with
nmy staff on ASDS, as well as the COCOVs and the services, to
ensure that end-to-end visibility is available and that we
are review ng the strategic positioning of supplies.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch

Dr. Martinez-Lopez, ny tinme is short, but could I ask
you what you consider, and very briefly, the greatest threat
to the long-termviability of the mlitary health care
syst enf?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, thank you very much for
t he questi on.

| think readiness is the nost inportant aspect to the
mlitary health system so if the challenge is what is
happening today in order to also sustain the readi ness,
resources, how many resources we have avail able, and the

| ast question, and the tricky question is, what are the
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t hreat s?

Threats keep changi ng, especially in the nmedical field.
We never dreaned of having a COVID naybe 10 years ago and
now we are dealing with it.

So, what will be the next threat and how well are we
going to be equi pped and resourced to deal with that threat.

So, we have to be ninble and we have to be ready, too;
| think that will be the biggest challenge the Departnent
wll face.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very mnuch, Doctor

Senat or | nhofe, please?

Senator Inhofe: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

M. Beshar, the |ast NDAA, we just enacted sonme of the
nost sweepi ng changes to the uniformcode of mlitary
justice since it has been created. To allowthe mlitary
services to inplenent these refornms, we put into place a 2-
year i nplenentation period.

And wi th your background, people have heard ne talk
about this, but why is it so inportant for the Air Force to
have tinme to inplenent these changes?

M. Beshar: Senator |nhofe, sexual assault in any
context is reprehensible. Sexual assault in the context of
the mlitary is particularly destructive because of its
| mpact on unit cohesion and force readi ness.

The changes that the Congress have approved, taking
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specific crinmes out of the chain of command, as well as the
| RC recommendati ons that have been enbraced by the
Departnment of Defense, are substantial undertakings and are
going to require a really sustained commtnent frommlitary
commanders across the field, as well as the other senior

| eaders within the organi zation.

And so, the goal is to get it right, naturally; and, if
confirnmed, that is what | would try to do.

Senator Inhofe: And to get it right, it does take
time, sonetines.

M. Storch, | have heard some people recently calling
for the use of artificial intelligence to nonitor
servi cenenbers’ communi cations in order to root out
potential extrem sts before they act. To ne, this is one of
t he nost outrageous things that | have ever heard.

And | would just ask you, in your view, what are the
risks to servicenenbers' civil liberties from using
artificial intelligence to nonitor their activities and how
woul d you ensure that servicenmenbers' civil liberties are
prot ect ed?

M. Storch: Ranking Menber Inhofe, as indicated in ny
initial statenment, artificial intelligence and energing
technologies is an issue in which | have taken particular
interest in the G comunity and | lead the I G community's

subcommittee in that area, where we are | ooking at ways to
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do oversight over its use.

Additionally, at NSA O G we have been | ooking at that
and we currently have a joint review that is pending,
actually, with the Departnent of Defense |G |ooking at the
integration of artificial intelligence into the NSA CIGE
activities to ensure that that is being done in conpliance
with DOD and | C gui deli nes.

So, those are issues with which | amgenerally famliar
and, if confirmed, | would work with a teamat the DOD IG to
exanm ne the issues you have identified and | would wel cone
the opportunity to engage with you and your staff on any
concer ns.

Senator Inhofe: Sure. And | know, that is why | asked
you t he question, because you have that famliarity and that
backgr ound.

M. Storch: Yes, sir.

Senator Inhofe: Now, M. Storch, there have been
t housands of requests fromthe servicenenbers for religious
accommodations to the Departnent's COVID vacci ne nmandate and
there have only been 12 accommodati ons granted thus far;
that is three for Marines and | think nine of themfor
ai rmen, and each of those servicenenbers is already planning
to | eave.

So, does it seemreasonable to you that services would

grant only 12 religious accommbpdati ons when t hey have
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recei ved over sone-10, 000 requests?

And | am not going to ask you, there wouldn't be tine
to answer anyway, how you would want to correct this
situation, but will you commt to reviewing this issue and
so we can have sonething in place to correct that problenf

M. Storch: So, the O G obviously, has jurisdiction
over all prograns and operations of the Departnent. | know
that the office has been engaged in |ooking at different
aspects of the COVID response and has a pendi ng audit
related to the vaccine distribution plan. It is a rapidly
changi ng situation.

If | amconfirmed, | certainly will conmt to neeting
wth the teamat the O G and discussing the situation as it
then exists, and if it is appropriate to do a review, then I
am | ooking forward to pursuing that. That is sonething |
woul d di scuss with the team and woul d wel conme the
opportunity to discuss with you, as well, sir.

Senator Inhofe: Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator | nhofe.

Senat or Shaheen, pl ease?

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Congratul ations to each of the nom nees and thank you
to you and your famlies for being willing to conme back into
public service and take on these inportant positions.

Dr. Martinez-Lopez, | want to begin with you because in
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Decenber with over 20 of mny coll eagues, we sent a bipartisan
letter to the Departnent of Defense expressing our concern
over the July 2021 DOD I nspector CGeneral Report on PFAS

bl ood testing for firefighters.

| amgoing to ask you about this, as well, M. Storch.

But | was pleased, the Departnment noved quickly to
provide a briefing, but I amvery concerned that there still
requi res oversight of all PFAS matters and that that is
going to require continuing attention.

So, | would ask you, Doctor, you tal ked about the focus
on the prevention of injuries, but, if confirmed, wll you
commt to really doing sonething with this data so we can
assess what it says about the potential health inpacts of
PFAS and those who are exposed to it?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, PFAS and the threat it
presents is, you know, all those chenmi cals have been with us
for many, many years, 40 or nore, and now we are | earning
that sone nmay be dangerous to us.

So, yes, if confirmed, | commt to look into this
i ssue, ook at ways to, if we could, get help in working
with the services to get rid of those that we can get rid
of; and if not, figure out a way to mtigate the exposure.

And, again, working with the service, I wll give them
t he nedi cal, environnmental health experience that we bring,

and hopefully, we will conme out with a solution set that
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will, (A, prevent servicenenbers and fam |y nenbers from
getting exposed to these chemcals, and if not, ways to
mtigate, and if needed, treated for the conditions.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you.

One of the things that the Departnent is doing right
nowis fulfilling its requirenent to provide PFAS bl ood
testing for firefighters, but it doesn't enconpass the
broader mlitary famly.

So, do you believe that blood testing for
servicenenbers and mlitary famlies stationed at
i nstallati ons with known PFAS exposure should be offered
bl ood testing?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, again, this is a
concerning issue to all of us. W need to cone out with an
action plan.

If confirned, | wll work with a health affairs teamto
try and figure out an answer to your question. R ght now, |
am not prepared to answer one way or the other, because |
don't know. But | hope that, if confirned, | wll be able
to come back to you and give you a clinical answer that is
rel evant to those exposed to these cheni cal s.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. | really appreciate that
and | amsure that this commttee will be interested in
wor king with you on that.

M. Storch, | talked about the DOD I G report back in
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July on PFAS exposure. The report reveal ed that sufficient
protective nmeasures have not been taken to reduce exposure
t o PFAS substances and that PFAS bl ood testing prograns for
firefighters were underutilized to track exposure.

So, can you tal k about how you woul d see your role in
nonitoring progress related to PFAS testing and renedi ati on.

M. Storch: Absolutely, Senator.

You know, it is, | amfamliar with the report that you
are tal king about, obviously, and it is part of all OG s
wor k, not just to issue reports, but then to foll owup, as
appropriate, right. So, we track the reconmendati ons across
the |G community.

| amnot, obviously, famliar with the particul ar
status of those, but if I amconfirned, | certainly would
| ook into that. And it is the IGs job to nake sure that
the agency is taking tinely and appropriate action to neet
the intent of our recommendations. So, | would work with a
teamat the OGto nmake sure that is being done.

And, additionally, as we do that, we often find areas
for additional review that are warranted and we woul d
continue to be open to that, as well, and if appropriate, do
such a review. Thank you.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

Again, | know this conmttee | ooks forward to working

with you on that and doing what we can to be responsive.
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M. Lowran, again, if confirnmed, you will be
responsi bl e for overseeing energy and environnental policies
within the Departnent. Ildentifying the source of PFAS in
the environnment is crucial to protecting safe drinking water
in our communities, particularly at DOD installations.

So, can you tal k about how you will work with the EPA
to devel op and enpl oy new net hods to address PFAS?

M. Lowman: Senator, thank you.

So, first, let nme just say that the safety of our
servi cenenbers, famlies, and | ocal comunities is of
par amount inportance. | understand that the Deputy
Secretary of Defense just signed out a nmenorandum
establishing an Assistant Secretary of Defense for energy,
environnment, and installations.

And so, if confirmed, | will work very closely with the
new ASD El & to make sure that there is a deliberate and
efficient transfer of the personnel and resources and
policies fromASDS to the ASD El & to enabl e success and
continue the nmonentumin this area.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you very nuch. | really
appreci ate that.

And | amout of tinme, but M. Beshar, | would just
poi nt out that the Air Force was very responsive when PFAS
showed up in the water at the forner Pease Air Force Base in

Port snout h, New Hanpshire. And | would hope that you, in
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your role, will continue to support those efforts and

encour age conti nued responsi veness on the part of the Ar
Force when PFAS shows up at installations.

M. Beshar: | wll, Senator.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you very much.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen.

Senat or Craner, please?

Senator Craner: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank you all for being here, for your willingness to
serve, and congratulations to all of you.

| have a couple of questions, Dr. Martinez that | want

to focus in on with youu And a little feedback there. | am

going to start with, you are obviously famliar with
fertility awareness, so the fertility awareness-based
nmet hod, a natural type of pregnancy that is -- is used by
several wonen; obviously, it enables themto observe and
chart changes in one or biomarkers. It is a nethod, of
course, that has no side effects. It is relatively
I nexpensive. Currently, though, there is a |ack of access
tothis at mlitary installations or treatnment facilities
and, of course, TRI CARE doesn't cover it.

Wul d you commt to looking into adding fertility
awar eness- based nethods to the options that our

servi cenenbers have when they are doing their famly
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pl anni ng?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, thank you very nuch for
t he questi on.

You know, the healthcare of all servicenenbers,

i ncluding femal e servi cenenbers, is of utnbst inportance to
the Departnent. |If | get confirmed, | would coomit to you,
we need to |l ook at ways to bring parity for reproductive
health issues relating to our servicenenbers.

So, yes, | will be looking into those kinds of issues
and we need to cone out with a parity equation with the rest
of the nation for how we address all those issues.

Senator Craner: | appreciate that. | wll [ook
forward to that upon your confirmation and to follow ng up.

Al so, you know, DARPA's pandem c preparedness program
Doctor, was really integral in lots of ways. | nmean, it was
very successful, but it was particularly integral for
anti body-di scovery prograns and that, of course, led to a
t herapeutic to conbat COVID. And now, | think we see, as we
| ook back on that and as we | ook forward, that these
t herapi es are probably the best defense and nmaybe even the
best offense in conbatting COVID and, perhaps, other viruses
in the future.

So, there is a conpany in North Dakota, CGenovac that
has been | eadi ng and working wth DARPA in anti body

di scovery. And through them | have seen just how very fast
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we are able to respond and quickly we can devel op t hese
targeted responses to other viral threats.

So, do you agree that we should be devoting as nmuch, if
not nore, resources for therapeutic discovery and
devel opnent, and then, and maybe if you just want to
el aborate a little bit on what el se DOD can do to prepare
for future pandem cs al ong these |ines.

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, ny |ast post was at a
command at Fort Detrick and | amvery proud that, to have
been part of that exercise, of bringing about new technol ogy
that now we see all over, serving the country well. | was
partnered wwth DTRA. | was partnered with DARPA, trying to
advance this kind of technol ogy and, by the way, nRNAs, you
know, vaccines, that is where they cane about from

Senator Craner: Yes.

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: The genesis of all that new
t echnol ogy was a DOD-based research, you know, program

So, if confirmed, sir, I would |ove to keep being a
proud nmenber of that teamthat advances science for the
country and cones out with new solution sets to the new
probl enms that we are going to be facing.

Senator Craner: That is great, Doctor.

| mght, then, use this opportunity, as | often like to
do, to invite you to North Dakota to Fargo, to see sone of

what is going on right there. And you can either conme in
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February, that earns you a | ot of street cred, or you can
come in June, which is just a, you know, nice tine to visit.
Wth that, | yield back.
Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Craner.

Now, via Webex, let ne recognize Senator G I1li brand,
pl ease.
Senator Gllibrand: Thank you so nuch, M. Chairnan.

And wel cone to all our nom nees.

First, for M. Storch, M. Storch, in your current
position as NSA |Inspector General, are you famliar with the
DOD' s 1 G s ongoi ng assessnent of the response from DOD
conponents to the intrusions of unidentified aeri al
phenonmenon into controll ed DOD airspace, as well as UAP
activities around naval and air operations; further, do you
think the NSA has been responsive to the DOD's IGinquiries?

M. Storch: Thank you for the question, Senator.

| amafraid that is not an issue with which | am
currently famliar; however, if confirmed, | certainly am
willing to look into that and to take any action that is
appropri ate.

Senator Gllibrand: Well, thank you.

And, if confirned, can | have your commtnent to
sustain this conprehensive assessnent until it reaches its

appropriate conclusion, including the possibility of follow
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on actions, such as audits or investigations, if the
assessnent recomends as nuch?

M. Storch: Well, again, | honestly amnot famliar
with that particular review, but as is typical, | think,
across the G community, when a new IG cones in, if there
are pending matters, those would continue in the office and
It would be perfectly appropriate to exam ne them

And if I amconfirnmed, | can assure you that anything
that is pending when | amin the office, I will give ny best
attention to and if there is appropriate followup to be
done, we will do it.

Senator Gllibrand: Oay. So, since you are famliar,
can you please famliarize yourself with this issue and
respond to both of those questions in witing before your

confirmation, please?

M. Storch: Yes, nma' am

[The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COM TTEE | NSERT]
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Senator Gllibrand: Gay. M. Lowman, recently,

Bal four Beatty Corporation, a privatized mlitary housing
contract, pleaded guilty to defrauding the DOD and was
ordered to pay $65 mllion in damages. Balfour Beatty's

| ack of mai ntenance unnecessarily exposed mlitary famlies
to toxic nold, insect infestations, water |eaks, and burst
pi pes, causing health problens |ike m graines, asthm, and
skin conditions. Despite the fraud, Balfour still manages
mlitary housing on installations across the country.

In January, | joined 16 of ny denocratic coll eagues in
sendi ng the Departnent of Defense a |etter asking how they
plan to protect servicenenbers and their famlies going
f orwar d.

If confirmed, how do you plan on correcting
deficiencies in mlitary privitized housing systens to
protect servicenenbers and their famlies from hazardous
living conditions?

M. Lowman: Thank you, Senator.

So, our servicenenbers sacrifice nmuch in the service to
this nation, along with their famlies, and at a m ni num
t hey deserve safe, clean housing to reside in. And so,
under stand, Senator that the Deputy Secretary of Defense
si gned out nenorandum yesterday creating an Assi stant
Secretary of Defense for Energy, Installations, and the

Envi r onnent .
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So, if confirnmed, | will work with the ASD ElI &E to
ensure that we have a deliberate and planned transition of
the resources, the policies, and the personnel necessary to
ensure that that organization is stood up and is able to
hol d contractors, such as Bal four Beatty, accountable.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you.

M. Beshar, congratul ations and welcone. | have a
t ough question for you, too. In Novenber 2021 DOD | G Report
hi ghl i ghted several deficiencies wwth the Departnent's
special victins investigation and prosecution capabilities.

The report specifically identified shortcom ngs within
the Air Force's prosecution of special victinms cases,
finding that the Air Force only assigns special victins-
certified prosecutors in 6 percent of eligible cases, which
is, by far, the | owest anong the services. It is
unacceptable to not assign trained personnel to deal with
t hese conpl ex and sensitive cases.

If confirnmed, do you intend to assist the Secretary in
addressing this issue and do you further commt to ensuring
there are enough trained personnel to handle these sensitive
cases?

M. Beshar: Senator GIllibrand, fostering a culture of
integrity and inclusion within the Departnent is
extraordinarily inportant. | think the diversity is what

makes our forces the greatest in the world.
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| amnot famliar in ny current position, outside of
governnment, with the level of staffing, but certainly trying
to have a nunber of qualified investigators able to | ook
into those types of nmatters would be inportant, and, if
confirmed, | would work toward that goal.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you very much, M. Beshar.

And with nmy |ast 10 seconds, for Dr. Martinez-Lopez, in
January, | wote a letter calling on TRICARE to expand its
coverage to include at-hone testing for servicenenbers and
their famlies, without a physician referral.

WIl you conmmit to expandi ng coverage of the at-hone
testing in order to ensure our forces sustain readi ness?

And | have three questions specifically on suicide and
mental health capacity, which I will forward for the record
so that you can respond to it after the hearing.

[ The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COMM TTEE | NSERT]
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Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, thank you very much for
t he questi on.

You know, healthcare parity of the services we offer to
our servicenenbers, famly nenbers, and retirees has to be
very inportant to us. So, if confirnmed, | wll |ook at,

with ny team | will work hard to understand better what

prevents us from achieving parity and I wll strive for
that. |If | need help, | probably may conme back to ask for
hel p, but I commt that I will |ook at solution sets that
will bring healthcare parity for all.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

And thank you to our nom nees.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator G| 1i brand.
Let me recogni ze Senator Bl ackburn, please.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And to each of you, | want to say thank you for
w I lingness to serve our country and for your famly's
W llingness to allow you to serve our country.

M. Lowran, | want to conme to you first. FSRMis

sonmet hing that we in Tennessee tal k about a good bit,
because as you are aware, we have a heavy mlitary presence
in our state, and this is sonething inportant to us.

What is the current backlog on FSRM? What is that

deficit right now?
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M. Lowran: Senator, thank you for that question.

So, FSRMis critical to sustaining the readi ness of our
servi ces.

Senator Bl ackburn: Yeah. What is the deficit?

M. Lowran: Ma'am | amnot famliar with the current
deficit.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Ckay.

M. Lowran: | would have to --
Senat or Bl ackburn: | think we want to get that nunber,
because it is billions in backl ogged projects.

[ The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COMM TTEE | NSERT]
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Senator Bl ackburn: And then, do you think it is an
I ssue of priority or under-resourcing that DOD has acquired
such a backl og?

M. Lowran: Senator, thank you again.

| understand, Senator, that the Deputy Secretary of
Def ense has created a new position, Assistant Secretary of
Defense for installations, energy, and the environnent. So,
this particular FSRMtopic is no longer in the ASDS
sust ai nment portfolio; however, if confirmed, | would be
happy to work with the ASD EI & to better under the issue
and to ensure that you get answers to your questions.

Senator Bl ackburn: Well, it is a portfolio that has
grown so large that it takes the attention of nore than
one --

M. Lowman: Yes, nm'am

Senator Bl ackburn: -- at this point. And it is, it
does have an inpact, as you are aware, on recruiting, on
retention, and on the prograns that are being inpl enented
and the projects that are being carried out inside those
facilities.

So, | would like a conmtnment fromyou that if you are
confirmed, that you will visit Arnold Engi neering
Devel opnent Center in Tennessee with ne. This is an Air
Force Base and at Arnold, they are carrying out our

hypersonics testing; that is where we have our Air Force
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wi nd tunnels. It is where autononous vehicles are being
tested for the Air Force. |Its inportance is grow ng because
of Space Force location in Huntsville, Al abama, which is in
cash flows proximty to Arnold on the Tennessee side of the
line. So, it is quite inportant to us.

Do | have your comm tnent?

M. Lowran: You do, ma' am

Senator Bl ackburn: Thank you, | appreciate that.

M. Beshar, welcome. How does the Air Force bal ance
this initiative that Secretary Austin has started with a
wor ki ng group on countering extrem st activities?

And this is sonmething that, fromour famlies of
enlisted nen and wonen, | am hearing a good bit about this,
because you have got to hit a balance with that so that you,
and you have to ook at how it inpacts the rights of the
person in uniformand their personal beliefs and the role
that the Departnent is going to have there in protecting
these civil liberties. So, how do you do that?

M. Beshar: Senator Blackburn, | think the
overwhel m ng majority of airmen and guardi ans, and, indeed,
the two-mllion-plus nmenbers of the total force serve this
country with honor and dignity and consistent wth their
oat hs.

There is the working group that has been established to

try to provide gui dance around the contours of prohibited
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activities, and, if confirmed, trying to strike the very
bal ance that you have spoken about between First Amendnent
rights and the need for good and order and discipline would
be a priority.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you.

M. Storch, I want to conme to you on this COVID vacci ne
| ssue that we have with DOD. At Fort Canpbell, we have
heard a little bit about this, as you can inagine.

And, by the way, M. Chairman, | notice that we have a
series of letters from Senator Johnson in his capacity.

Have these been submtted to the nom nees or submtted
to the record for discussion?

Chai rman Reed: Excuse ne, ma' anf

Senat or Bl ackburn: Okay. | amreferencing the
letters.

Chairman Reed: There are a series of letters that
Senator Tuberville --

Senat or Bl ackburn: Yes. Have they been submtted to

Chai rman Reed: They have not been submitted for the
record yet, mm'am

Senat or Bl ackburn: Ckay. Let's submt themto the
record --

Chai rman Reed: W thout objection.

Senator Bl ackburn: -- and questions for response. |
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Senator Bl ackburn: | would like to know where your
views are on inplenenting the vacci ne mandate on civilian
personnel and on our DOD contractors, and then with our nen
and wonren in uniform how the consideration is given for
their medical and religious procedures, how we are
addressing natural immunity, which is stronger than the
I mmunity received froma vaccine over tine. So, let's do
all of that for the record. That gets you off the hook
ri ght now.

And Dr. Martinez --

M. Storch: | have the answer ready to go.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator Bl ackburn: Well, okay.

M. Chairman, can he give his answer?

Chai rman Reed: A brief answer, please, for Senator
Bl ackbur n.

M. Storch: Yes, Senator.

All I was really going to say is that, you know, |Gs
are authoritative when we speak based upon our work, and so
| amaware that the DOD I1Gis doing sone work in the areas
you have di scussed and as | indicated previously, if there
Is additional work to be done after | amconfirned, we wl|
| ook into that, as well. | can't nake that assessnent now.

So, that is it; yes, ma'am

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bl ackburn.
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And could | ask the witnesses to nove their mcrophones
closer. That will help us all hear you nmuch better. Thank
you very nuch.

Now, | et me recogni ze Senator Bl unenthal, please.

Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

| want to second the renmarks made by Senator Shaheen
about the inportance of conbatting pollution fromPFAS. It
Is very inportant to Connecticut, where sone of the runoffs
fromour mlitary bases have threatened civilian
popul ations. But PFAS is only one of the chem cals that
seens to be emanating from bases around the United States,
maybe around the worl d.

| amsure that ny coll eague Senator H rono has focused
on the Navy's Red Hi Il Fuel Storage Facility in Hawaii in
preparation for this hearing.

Canp Lejeune in North Carolina has, literally,
hundr eds, maybe thousands of famlies severely, adversely
affected by toxic water that caused cancer and ot her very
serious health issues for thousands of veterans and their
famlies.

My col l eagues and |, Senator Tillis and | have |l ed an
effort to give those famlies a neasure of justice. It is
called the "Canp Lejeune Justice Act; bipartisan |egislation
that would correct unfair |egal barriers and enabl e people

af fected by toxic exposure at Canp Lejeune to present
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evi dence of exposure before a Court, which right now, they
can't practically do.

And | have called on the Departnent of Defense to
provide a national audit of all mlitary installations to
determ ne where contam nants are present.

M. Lowran, will you conmit to doing a national audit
of all mlitary installations to determ ne where
contam nants are, what can be done to stop them and how to
provide justice to famlies and veterans affected?

M. Lowran: Senator, thank you.

So, our servicenenbers deserve to serve on
I nstallations free of contam nation, and so, if confirned,
what | can commt to is working very closely with the new
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for installations,
environnment, and energy to ensure that we gain an
under st andi ng of where those contanminants lie -- | amsorry
for tripping on that word, Senator -- so, where those
contam nation areas are on our installations and then
initiating the appropriate actions to renedi ate that
cont am nati on.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, don't you think that a
national audit of mlitary installations is a good idea?

And | know that you are going to work closely with the
new Secretary and so forth and so on, but you, personally,

don't we need to do it?
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M. Lowman: Senator, | do believe that we need to
I dentify where those areas of contam nation are and what is
driving the contam nation and then taking on the necessary
and appropriate actions to renedi ate those, as necessary.
Qur servicenenbers absolutely deserve a clean environnment to
live on and operate from

Senator Blunenthal: Well, | really think that a
system c change here is required. Appointing a new
Assi stant Secretary maybe will help, but what is really
needed is action in this area.

And | would l|ike to ask you, do you support the right
of individuals exposed to toxic water at Canp Lejeune since
1953 to bring legal action against the United States
Governnent, as would be provided in the Canp Lej eune Justice
Act ?

M. Lowman: Senator, | amnot famliar wth that
particul ar issue, but believe strongly that wherever
contam nation occurs and personnel that have been
contam nated, that there is redress available to those
servi cenenbers and that that be addressed appropriately.

Il will commit to working closely within the Departnent,
within the senior Arny | eadership, and certainly wth the
| egal channels to better under that issue. And, if
confirmed as the Assistant Secretary of Defense for

Sust ai nnent, wherever sustainnent activities are
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contributing to that contam nation, devel oping the necessary

policies and processes to renedi ate that as quickly as

possi bl e.
Senator Blunenthal: Well, | appreciate that answer. |
will be following up with nore questions for the record.

M. Storch, you and | tal ked at sone | ength about your
record at NSA, which | thought was comrendabl e for
enphasi zi ng transparency and | hope that you will cooperate
with this commttee in trying to nove toward decl assifying
nore information that the public needs and deserves;
particularly, for exanple, on civilian casualties of drone
strikes, where IGreports, | think, could be extrenely
i nformative and val uabl e to public understandi ng of the,
per haps, unforeseen and uni ntended effects that have to be
avoided in the future. So, | appreciate your commtnent to
transparency and | believe we have your commtnent to
continuing it.

M. Storch: Senator, | believe very strongly that a
core function of IGs is to pronote transparency in the work
that we do and | amgoing to do everything I can, if | am
confirmed, to continue that.

Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bl unent hal

Senator Cotton, please?
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Senator Cotton: Dr. Martinez, | want to speak about
the Defense Health Agency. Wen it was founded a few years
back, one concern that we heard is that services m ght pul
back staffing fromjoint nmedical billets if they perceive
hi gher needs in their own conmands.

Thi s was enough of a concern for the commttee that in
the nost recent NDAA, we passed a provision that required
the services to nmaintain an 85 percent of the manning
requi rements fromthe 2016 joint table of distribution at
joint hospital and clinic settings.

I am concerned that what we heard at the tinme when the
DHA was founded, it may be comng to pass. | know you have
been out for a few years. As you prepared for the hearing,
prepared to take on this responsibility, is this a concern
that you have heard that services may be pul ling back,
somewhat, fromthese joint nedical billets to make sure
their own facilities are fully staffed?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, as | amcomng in, the
nunber one issue | am concerned about is the readi ness of
the force. So, if | amconfirnmed, | will work with the team
to understand better your question and the particul ars of
detrinments or plus ops, whatever is required.

But the litnus test nust be, are we going to create an
envi ronnment that encourages readi ness, so, or are we taking

away fromthat?
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If the answer is we are taking away fromthat, we have

to relook. If the answer is we are going in the right
direction, | wll reinforce that issue.
So, if confirmed, again, | conmt that that will be ny

driving force and | hope that | can bring a positive change
to the mlitary health system

Senator Cotton: Well, thank you. | |look forward to
working with you on that. Like |I said, |I know you have been
out for a while, so | don't expect you to have all the
details ready at your fingertips.

Maybe after you have been on the job, after
confirmation, in 30 days, we can tal k about where the
manni ng stands at all the joint nedical facilities and
especially at the crown jewel, at Walter Reed up the road.

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, it would be ny honor.

Senator Cotton: Another issue that | have heard sone
concerns about in recent years is the anount of tinme that it
takes to authorize mlitary healthcare for all governnent
enpl oyees who are experiencing synptons from what has been

call ed "anomal ous health incidents,” also known as the
"Havana Syndrone."

This is not a question or a concern about the source of
the so-call ed Havana Syndrone synptons or who nay or nay not
be responsible for them | know that has been in the nedia a

lot lately. This is sinply about those people who are
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experienci ng those synptons and nmaking sure that they get
tinmely care.

Agai n, we were concerned enough about it on this
commttee that in the nost recent NDAA, we directed the
Secretary of Defense to provide tinely access for an
assessnent, subject to space and availability at the
National Intrepid Center or any other appropriate mlitary,
nmedi cal treatnent facility, and to furnish that care to al
U. S. Governnent enployees and their famly nenbers who may
experi ence these synptons.

If confirmed, can you ensure that governnent enpl oyees
and their famly nenbers who experience anomal ous heal th
I nci dent synptons can get tinely access to eval uati on and

treatnment at a mlitary hospital or at the National Intrepid

Center?
Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, | will work with the
ot her departnents and agencies and, yes, | will work hard to

streanmine the access to those that require it.

Senator Cotton: Thank you.

I think it is really inportant; obviously, these
i ncidents are centered nostly around our enbassies, where we
do have uniformed servicenenbers as Defense attaches or
ot her positions. But Anmericans who are serving in those
positions, whether at State or another governnent agency,

al so need the benefit of the expertise, | think, that the
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mlitary brings to bear.

M. Lowman, a question for you. | have recently
I ntroduced bipartisan legislation with Senator Kelly called
t he REEShore Act that woul d secure the supply chain for
rare-earth el enents and several other critical mnerals.

It has recently cone to ny attention that the Defense
Logi stics Agency's National Defense Stockpile has been
danger ously underfunded for years. | amgreatly concerned
that we rely too heavily on Chinese processing facilities to
refine the raw naterials necessary for our systens.

If confirmed, can you commt to nme to naking sure that
the National Defense Stockpile's budget and authorization
requests match the requirenents that are set forth by | aw?

M. Lowran: Senator, there will be no greater advocate
in the Departnent for the necessary nmaterials and the
resources needed; one, to sustain readi ness, but, two, to
mtigate and build resiliency wthin our national defense
supply chai ns.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. | appreciate it.

And | just want to stress it again, this is a solvable
problem The irony about rare-earth elenments is that they
are anything but rare. You could probably go out on the
National Mall and dig up nost of them \What is rare is the
actually mning and the manufacturing processing of it,

whi ch we foolishly outsourced to China over recent decades
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and it is vital that we get that production out of China,
back into the United States, and | al so encourage our
partners to produce those mnerals and refine themas well.

Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Cotton.

Senator Hi rono, please?

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Wel cone and congratulations to all of our nom nees.

Normal Iy, | start each nom nation hearing with a series
of questions related to a nomnee's fitness for service;
however, based on the severity of the ongoi ng water
contam nation crisis on Gahu, | amgoing to submt those
questions for the record.

| amnot sure how famliar you are with Red HIIl. It
i s a massive underground fuel storage facility, consisting
of 20 massive World War ||l tanks, |ocated 100 feet over
Gahu' s aquifer that holds 250 mllion gallons of fuel to
support mlitary operations across the Indo-Pacific. The
storage facility has contam nated the Navy's water system
di spl acing al nost 4,000 fam lies since Decenber. As a
result, the State of Hawaii has directed the Navy to de-fuel
t he tanks.

The Departnent of Defense estimtes the cost of the
crisis response, alone to date, is alnobst $500 mllion and

t hat does not include de-fueling the tanks or the cost of
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upgrades to do so safely.

The Navy nust imedi ately resolve the drinking water
crisis and the Departnment of Defense nust devel op a | ong-
termplan for strategic fuel storage. The people of Hawaii
deserve a resolution to the Red H Il crisis as quickly as
possi bl e, including a decision regarding the potenti al
closing of Red Hill.

The fastest way to do this is through the State of
Hawai i ' s ongoi ng hearing to determ ne whether to provide or
deny a permt to operate Red HIl. At the end of the day,
the health and safety of the people of Hawaii and the
mlitary nenbers and their famlies is ny top priority; a
goal shared by the Secretary of Defense. The fundanental
conponent of health and safety is access to clean drinking
wat er; a goal we should all be focused on.

A question for M. Storch. In Novenber, | led the
effort, along with ny coll eagues fromthe Hawaii del egati on,
in calling for the DOD I nspector General to start an
I ndependent investigation into Navy oversi ght and operation
at the Red H Il bulk fuel storage facility. Even if the
State of Hawaii declines to give Red H Il a permt, it is
| nperative that investigation continues. The people of
Hawai i deserve answers about what happened in order to nend
the distrust of the mlitary that has resulted fromthis
crisis.
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M. Storch, if confirmed, will you continue the current
|G investigation into Red H Il wth the urgency it deserves?

M. Storch: Thank you for the question, Senator.

| am aware of the pendency of an evaluation. | am not
famliar with the current status of it. But if | am
confirmed, certainly, I will work with the termat the AG
to ensure that it is appropriately followed through on and
any appropriate recomendati ons nmade and those are foll owed
t hrough on, as well.

If I can, | would just nention, with regard to Senat or
Gllibrand's question, | don't think | answered it very
articulately, but it would essentially be the sanme answer,
that | amnot aware, as the |G of NSA, of the current status
of pending evaluations at other offices, but if | am
confirmed, | will make sure that we follow through, as
appropriate. Thank you.

Senator H rono: Thank you.

M. Lowran, a long-termconcern | know the mlitary has
wWith respect to Red Hill is the national security inpact
that de-fueling and shutting down the facility could have.

| have spoken with Deputy Secretary Hi cks several tines
about this concern. She has |aunched a thorough review of
the facilities long-termfuture to include the option of
permanently de-fueling Red H Il and is analyzing the

distribution of fuel reserves for operations in the Pacific

70
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t heater.

And you nentioned already in your testinony that you
i ndi cate that the Indo-Pacific needs, which is, of course, a
huge AOR, and the supplies that wll be required, that
i ncludes fuel, so that is sonething that you have al ready
acknow edged. The Departnent needs a storage and | ogistics
solution for the strategic fuel reserves and this is an
i ssue that will likely require extensive funds and direction
from Congr ess.

M. Lowran, if confirmed, you will be responsible for
overseeing the fuel requirenents for the Departnent. Very
briefly, how do you intend to approach this issue?

M. Lowman: Senator, thank you.

| amaware of a couple of ongoing initiatives. One you
referenced already, the DSD s sponsored study of the
strategic positioning of petroleum supplies in the |Indo-

Paci fic at echel on and whet her any changes in the
positioning of that fuel can be nade.

The second one, nma'am are establishing an end-to-end
common operating picture of our petrol eum supplies using
advanced data analytics and Al, where appropriate, so that
we can better nmanage the flow, the consunption, and the
overal |l transportation requirenents.

So, if confirnmed, I wll work very closely with the

DLA, USTRANSCOM the COCOVs, and the services to ensure
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that, one, these initiatives have the appropriate oversi ght
at the Departnent and, two, that they remain records and on
track for successful concl usion.

Senator Hrono: M. Chairman, with regard to Red Hi I |,
it is highly likely that the State of Hawaii w |l not grant
a permt for the continuing operations of Red Hill and,
therefore, we are going to need to address how we are goi ng
to neet the fueling needs of the Indo-Pacific AOR | have
some ot her questions that | would like to submt for the
record.

M. Chairman, thank you very rnuch

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hi rono.

Senator Tillis, please?

Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Il will defer to Senator Sullivan.

Chai rman Reed: Senator Sullivan, please?

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And thank you to ny friend Senator Tillis.

Gent | enen, congratul ati ons on your nom nations. You
know, as the chairman of this inportant commttee knows,

Al aska constitutes three pillars of Arerica's mlitary
mght. W are the cornerstone of Mssile Defense for the
whol e nation. Al the radar ground-based mssile

i nterceptors are alnost all in Al aska.

W are the hub of air conmbat power. By the end of this
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year, we w |l have over 100 fifth-generation fighters in,
based in Al aska. No place on the planet Earth has 100
fifth-gen fighters in one |ocation.

And we are a platformfor expeditionary forces to
depl oy anywhere in the world on a nonent's notice. W are
very close to a lot of the hotspots in Asia; nmuch cl oser
than anyplace in the United States, even places, nuch cl oser
than places |ike Australia. A lot of people don't know
t hat .

So, whether you have been to Alaska or not, | would
like to get a commtnment fromeach of you, early in your
tenure, to cone up to Alaska, either with me or with your
team to see firsthand, the critical inportance of ny state
to the national security of our nation.

M. Storch?

Way don't we just go down the |ine?

The answer is yes --

M. Storch: Yeah. No, | amtrying to nake sure ny

m ke is on.

Senator Sullivan: -- to a really easy question.
M. Storch: Yes, | would be, | have never been to
Alaska. | know it is an inportant place. | would be

honored to visit there and understand the issues.
Senator Sullivan: Al right. So, you are commtting

to cone to Al aska?
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M. Storch: Sure.

Senator Sullivan: Yes. GOkay. Geat.

Dr. Martinez-Lopez?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Sir, the answer is yes.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. Thank you. Good.

M. Lowman: Senator, Alaska is critical and it is
positioned uniquely on the globe, so | would conmt to, one,
coming to Alaska to better understand the unique environnent
and chal l enges that exist there. | want to work with the
ASDA, as well as ny staff and the services, to ensure that
t he sustainment capabilities in Alaska are up to the task to
mai ntai n readi ness and ensure that conbat power. So, yes, |
will cone and visit.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you.

M. Beshar?

M. Beshar: Yes.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you.

I want to followup on Senator H rono's tal k about Red
HIll. | was recently out in the | NDOPACOM AOR and | w ||
tell you, | nean, | don't have to, she is doing a great job,
but this is a huge issue and | certainly want to work with
her and this commttee.

When we tal k about strategic |ocation, M. Lowran, |
woul d actually like to get your commtnent. As you are

really looking at the really conplex issues here, and they
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1 are conplex, but it is logistics in the | NDOPACOM t heat er.

2 One area that hasn't gotten a | ot of discussion on

3 this, the U S Navy has been thinking strongly about

4 up the very strategically |ocated naval

5 base of Adak, Al aska.

war m ng

base, formal nava

It is further west than Hawaii .

6 is way out in the Aleutian Islands chain, bit is a big

7 former base with nassi

ve fuel storage capabilities. |

It

am

8 not sure it is the answer, but it is certainly sonething

9 t hat shoul d be | ooked

10 difficult issue in Hawaii

at, as this really conplicated and

i s bei ng addressed.

11 Can | get your commtnent, M. Lowran, to just tak

12 | ook at that as one potenti al

13 As Senator Hi rono nentioned,

part of the sol ution?

e a

having the | ogistics and

14  fueling capability in the | NDOPACOM regi on i s enornously

15 inportant, especially
16 elenment of a potenti al

17 and | think it should

18 Can | get your commtnent to | ook

to our Navy fleet. This is one

solution that hasn't been | ooked at,

be | ooked at.

19 M . Lowman: Senator, | think all

20 case, should be on the table. And so,

21 work with TRANSCOM DLA, and the ot her

22 one, expeditiously conplete the review

23 make the appropriate recomrendati ons.

24 Senator Sullivan:

25 And | do want to work wi th Senat or
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i f confirmed, |
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G eat. Thank you.
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wel | .

M. Storch and M. Beshar, one issue that | have been
focused on, because | think it has been m sreported, and to
be perfectly honest, | think it has been a blight,
unfortunately, from sonme nenbers of this adm nistration, on
the mlitary force itself, is this issue on extremsm W
don't want any extrem st actions, actors in our mlitary.

Unfortunately, | think when Under Secretary Kahl cane
before this commttee, he said that stanping out systenic
racismin the ranks was one of his top priorities. | asked
him wow, that is a pretty broad statenent.

Do you have any data on that?

He had no data, of course.

The nedia wildly reports this as sone kind of giant
crisisinthe mlitary. W had a nenber here who actually
said estimates are 10 percent of the force would be, could
be branded as extrem st or racist.

When the mlitary actually did the study, finally, they
found that | ess than 100 cases in a force of over 2 mllion
wer e undertaking prohibited, extrem st activities. Now,
| ook, we want -- we don't -- we want zero, but that is .005
percent of the force.

So, can | get your comm tnent as you are | ooking at
t hese issues to nmake sure that you are rem nding people

that, as M. Beshar said, these are the best and bri ghtest
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in the country, and wild clains that the Washi ngton Post and
ot her nedia constantly throw out there -- they are cl uel ess
-- really besmrches the nen and wonen in the force who do
what | ess than 1 percent of people in our country do, which
is raise their hand and volunteer to protect the
Constitution and their fell ow Areri cans.

So, M. Storch and M. Beshar, can | get your
comm tnent on that issue to make sure you are |looking at it
with the data and not with these wild clains?

Under Secretary Kahl was no help on this. But it is a
really inportant issue and a |ot of nenbers are feeling kind
of Iike these accusations are directed at them It is
real |y outrageous.

Can | get a comment from both of you on this?

M. Storch: Senator, as you are now doubt aware, the
OGis doing work in this area currently. | certainly can
tell you that if | amconfirnmed, | will ensure that we are
follow ng the facts, wherever they are, and reporting them
out as appropriate. Absolutely.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you.

M. Beshar: Senator Sullivan, you have nmy comm t nent
to study the issue closely with the type of bal ance that you
just articul at ed.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, gentl enen.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan.

7
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Next, | would like to recogni ze Senator King, via
Webex.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Starting with Dr. Martinez-Lopez, there is an epidemc
Within the mlitary and within our mlitary veteran
community and that is suicide. | call it is a disease of
despair.

And we have taken various steps, but | hope that this,
attending to this matter and working on prevention, the
identification of high risks, howto intervene properly to
prevent it will be one of your priorities, because this is
literally killing both, active-duty mlitary nenbers and,
particularly, veterans.

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, thank you very much for
chanpi oni ng this cause.

One suicide is too many. It is a daughter. It is a
husband, brother, sister. And | have been on the receiving
end, as a physician, where | have dealt with this and it is
devastating not only to the famlies but devastating to the
who force.

So, | conme with energy, if confirmed, to tackle this
I ssue. W need to bring new eyes. | will bring eyes from
academ a, fromother places. W need to bring about new
technol ogy, no ways of |ooking at ways to mtigate this. W

need to | ook at expanding the nental health services in such
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a way that they hit the nmark and really prevent this aw ul
occurrence. So, again, if confirnmed, | comnmt to really
work hard, initially, on this issue, sir.

Senator King: Thank you. | really appreciate that.

This is not strictly related, but this is not a nedical
i ssue, but a software issue. W continue to have this
frustrating problemof a lack of interoperability between
t he Departnent of Defense nedical record systemand the
Vet erans Adm ni strati on.

WIIl you give me a commtnent to really dig into this,
because this is, as | say, this is software; this isn't, we
are not trying to, you know, cure all the world's diseases
here. W are just trying to have two systens talk to one
another. Please take this on, also, as a project.

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, the electronic health
record is key to many of the new ways to deliver healthcare,
right. So, it is a critical conponent to not only the
servi cenenber, but the veteran.

So, if confirmed, you have ny conmtnent that | wll
work with the Departnent of VA to pronote this and nake sure
that not only the enpl oyees in the Departnent of Defense but
the |l essons | earned fromthe Departnent of Defense are
transferred to the Departnent of Veterans Affairs, because
we owe that to our servicenenbers and we owe that to the

veterans that have so proudly served.
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Senator King: It also relates back to the suicide
I ssue. | have net with veterans and people working on this
I ssue, and it appears that a significant percentage of the
sui ci des takes place in the first 2 or 3 years after
separation fromactive-duty. So, again, this handoff shoul d
be seam ess and not tangled up in software confusion in
terns of conveyance of records. So, | appreciate your
attention to that.

M. Lowran, in terns of readi ness, one thing I would
urge you to do is to benchmark our performance in the
Depart ment of Defense against the private sector, whether it
Is the private airlines, for exanple, in terns of their
readi ness of their aircraft, comrercial shipping conpared
with the Navy. One of ny nottos is, does it work and how do
you know?

And benchmarking is one way to achi eve that kind of
knowl edge. | hope this is sonething that you will focus
upon in your work on readiness.

M. Lowran: Thank you, Senator.

This will be a priority for nme, if confirnmed. One
thing the Departnment has spent quite a bit of tinme on over
the | ast decade is the introduction of prognostics; things
| i ke Condition Based Mai ntenance Plus sensors, the ability
to devel op very precise and very finite datasets to

under st and where our readi ness issues are. And so, that
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ability, coupled with advanced data anal ytics, give us the
ability to begin benchmarking to comon platforns in the
comrercial sector and differentiate any deltas in
performance, given the uniqueness of mlitary m ssions.

However, if confirnmed, | will work with ny staff to
conti nue the nonentumin that area.

Senator King: Well, | amout of tine. | amgoing to
submt a couple of questions for the record. One is,
ubiquitous 3-D printing capability on our ships and at our
bases and al so the issue of the allocation of KCG46s in
terms of the aerial refueling capacity.

I thank you all for your testinony. Congratulations on
your nom nati ons.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King.

Senator Tillis, please?
Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Congratul ati ons, Gentlenen, on your nom nations. | nay

not be able to ask all of you questions, but you can |eave
the room knowi ng that you have ny vote for confirmation.

M. Storch, | want to start with you. Once you are
confirmed, what would you do to investigate the planning,
execution, and aftermath of the w thdrawal from Afghani stan,
the DOD's role in it?

M. Storch: So, the O G has jurisdiction over al
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progranms and operations of the Departnent and, additionally,
as | amsure you are aware, it serves as the lead IG for
Qperation Freedoms Sentinel. So, while | amnot in a
position to, you know, forecast any particular reviews or
the like, if I amconfirnmed, |I would | ook forward to neeting
with the teamat the OG to consulting with the Depart nent
of State and the USA ID I Gs, and al so, coordinating, as
appropriate, with SIGAR, with the special investigative IG
for Afghani stan reconstruction, to determ ne what oversi ght
woul d be appropriate. And I would very nuch wel cone the
opportunity to engage with the commttee, as to its thoughts
I n the area.

Senator Tillis: You know, one of the things that | --
t hank you for that answer.

| was personally involved in August with trying to get
famlies and SIV holders, U S. citizens out of Afghanistan.

We were successful, but we only scratched the surface
of the nunber of cases that ny office is tracking.

One of the things that becane very apparent to ne is
that we were providing that increnental information to the
State Departnment and to the DOD on SIV holders; | nean,
literally, capturing paperwork and docunentation that you
woul d have thought woul d have just been in the normal course
of busi ness, how we keep track of those who are worKking

al ongsi de of our servicenenbers in conbat situations.
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So, | think that that needs attention; we need to
systemze it. W have taken a little bit of a hit,
reputationally, for how we have handl ed sone of the SIV
hol ders, how t housands of people are still in Afghanistan.

So, | think I would be very interested in understanding
the systemthat is in place and why on Earth at 2:30 in the
norni ng, am | discussing the transm ssion of docunents from
unit commanders and pictures of SIV holders to an agency
that you woul d have thought woul d have had sone of that
information readily available. | think it would have
probably expedited sone of their departures. So, that is
anot her aim

And then, finally, on an interagency perspective, |
think I saw wheels kind of get sand in themw th the
I nt eragency handoff. | don't know how t hat works, because
that swi nms outside of your |anes, but it seens |like there
has to be an analysis of the interagency interaction and how
we can do a better job if, God forbid, we ever find
ourselves in a situation like we did in Afghanistan | ast
year.

So, thank you for that.

Dr. Martinez, | know that you have been supportive of
the Center for Regenerative Medicine. M friend Dr. Atala
down at Wake Forest, that programin your past role, you

have been supportive of it.
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Once you are confirned, can | expect that you wl|
continue to support that and other simlar efforts in your
new rol e?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, the readiness of the
force's nedical is critical to what we do. Part of that is
bringing in new solution sets to questions that we want to
answer and questions that we don't even know we need to ask;
that is how research works.

So, if confirmed, I will continue the effort across the
broad spectrum of research, nedical research to bring
solution sets that our servicenmenbers so deserve.

Senator Tillis: Wll, | think that what we are doing
at Wake and across research institutions nationwide is very
prom sing and sonething that | hope we can continue to
support and fund and encour age.

| just want to echo what, | want to take a slightly
different tack on the electronic health record. | amon the
VA Committee. W have been working on that inplenentation.

We have to understand that that is still several years
away before it is fully inplenented within the VA

But | was glad to hear the Secretary of the VA is
starting up a joint office with the DOD so that they can
start tracking and nmaki ng sure that we have that seanl ess
transfer of data, at the right tine, so that we can get to a

nore precise analysis of a servicenenber once they

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

transition, have the sorts of interventions and things that
we need in place, and the nedical record is going to be
critically inportant.

So, do | have your commtnent that you will be working
with the VA to nake sure that as they inplenent, we don't
m ss that opportunity to have that seanl ess transition, and
| ong-term cooperation so that these platforns continue to be
I nt er oper abl e?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, yes.

Senator Tillis: Thank you.

Now, M. Lowran, just very briefly, give ne an idea of
what you think about the current reforns that we have seen,
acquisition reforns. This is an area where | spend a | ot of
tinme.

| think that there is still gold on the floors for
additional refornms and efficiencies there. Tell ne alittle
bit about your perspective on the current reforns that have
been i npl enented and go-forward strategy.

M. Lowran: Senator, | think the reforns that have
been i npl enented are hel ping. W have got sonme nore work to
do.

I wll tell you that in the product support nanager's
role in the early devel opnent of the sustainnent strategies,
bef ore you begin producing the end item is critical to

containing life-cycle cost. And so, that will be one, if
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confirnmed as the ASDS, one of ny focus areas will be to make
sure that the product support nanagers have the appropriate
authorities, they have the data and analytic tools, and they
are at the table, developing, along with their acquisition
bret hren, devel oping the contract franmewrks and the organic
i ndustrial base strategies that will help to contain
sust ai nnment costs, but al so produce the readi ness the

Depart nment needs.

Senator Tillis: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tillis.

Senator Warren, please?

Congratul ations to all of our nom nees and wel cone to
your famlies who are here or watching renotely.

M. Lowran, you have been nomi nated to be the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Sustainnent, and that neans that
for now, you wll be overseeing the mlitary's housing
program for servicenenbers. Now, no one, no one should have
to live with black nold, |eaking and col | apsed roofs, or
exposed el ectrical wires in their hone.

It is indefensible that that was the case for mlitary
famlies. A Departnment of Defense Inspector General Report
| ast year found that the Departnent is dragging its feet on
two major reforns that Congress passed to address these

depl orable conditions: <creating a public conplaint database
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for tenants and a tenants' bill of rights. Two years in and
nei ther of these have been done.

So, M. Lowran, | know these things take tinme to stand
up, but will you nmake sure that a publicly avail able
conpl ai nt database is created this year, | nean, 20227

M. Lowran: Senator, thank you.

So, | couldn't agree nore that our servicenenbers
deserve the right to live in housing that is safe, that is
suitable, and it is healthy.

Senator Warren: Good. Thank you.

| just want a commitnent here. Am| going to get this
dat abase in 20227

M. Lowman: Senator, the DSD just created a new
position and that is Assistant Secretary of Defense for the
environnment, energy, and installations. So, that portfolio
has been renoved fromthe Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Sust ai nnent's portfolio.

What | can commt to, if confirnmed, is working with the
ASD EI &E for a snooth and deliberate transition of resources
and, as well as the policies and personnel, to nake sure
that these --

Senator Warren: But you can't put your nane behi nd
getting this done?

It is a database, a conplaint database. This is not

rocket science. And we are in year 3 of people who want to
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be able to tell you about things |ike rat infestation and
black mold. | would think that the mlitary would want to
know about this.

M. Lowran: Senator, | agree, and | will work very
closely with the ASD ElI & to nake sure that that
organi zati on nmakes progress on this.

Senator Warren: Well, | would |like to hear you nake
your conmm tnent on this.

And the sane is true for a tenant's bill of rights, is
this also just a |ateral pass to sonebody el se?

M. Lowran: No, ma'am | will commt to ny personal
I nvol venent and a better understanding the issues
surroundi ng the --

Senator Warren: | appreciate the involvenent.

| want a commtnent to get it done. W are in year 3.
This is not hard.

M. Lowman: Senator, | certainly understand your
guestion, and if confirnmed as the Assistant Secretary of
Def ense for Sustainnment, | wll do everything in ny

authority to make sure that these two things get conpleted

this year.
Senator Warren: Well, | amnot doing great here, but |
have got nore requests, but I will put those in ny QFRs.

Let me ask another line of questions here. M. Storch,

you have been nom nated to serve as the DOD | nspect or
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General, which makes you the Pentagon's top watchdog. Your
j ob, obviously, is going to be shine a light on waste and

m sconduct and abuses of power and also to tell us when
officials or organizations are thwarting your investigations
or trying to hide your findings fromthe public.

And there are a | ot of ways that that m ght happen, but
| want to talk to you about the one that is keeping nme up at
night right now | am becom ng very concerned about how
much the Pentagon is keeping fromthe public through pseudo-
classification; that is, classifying sonething that doesn't
need to be kept secret, classifying it just so that there is
| ess public scrutiny.

M. Storch, do you commit to notifying this committee
i f you believe that your work is being wongfully restricted
or pseudo-cl assified or over-classified?

M. Storch: Senator, this is an area in which | do
have sone experience; not necessarily with pseudo-
classification, but when | cane onboard as the NSA IG we
weren't doing any public reporting at all at our office. As
| said, we basically just had a page on the agency's site,
whi ch didn't have any content.

And we have worked hard to advance transparency in our
oversight work there in the ways that | discussed in ny
openi ng statenent and worked very well with the agency to

make sure that that happens. And | have got to say we have
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gotten good cooperation with agency | eadership, so | am
going to work on that.

Il would work with the agency to nake sure that it is
done right and if | have any problens, | absolutely woul dn't
hesitate to cone to the conmttee.

Senator Warren: That is what | want to hear.

You know, | want to give you an exanple of where this
pseudo-cl assification hinders the oversight process.

Nuner ous i nvestigations by the press, by independent
anal ysts, and by civil society watchdogs have shown that our
i nvestigations into civilian casualties are seriously
flawed, and that is probably too kind a statenent.

It is a broken system The DOD I G has | ooked into this
as well, but many of the DOD I G s findings about these
failures are conpletely redacted. Not because they are
classified, but because they are marked "for official use
only."

| suspect that nore oversight fromDOD I G would hel p us

fix this broken system but it is not going to happen unl ess

we enhance transparency significantly. So, | appreciate
your conments on this. | anticipate you are going to be a
partner in getting this done. |If you have problens, you are

going to cone talk to us and we will get it strai ghtened
out. We have a right to know. The public has a right to

know.
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Thank you very nuch

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Hawl ey, pl ease?

Senator Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Congratulations to all the nom nees. Thank you for
bei ng here.

M. Storch, let nme start with you. The special 1Gfor
Af ghani stan, SI GAR, has provided inval uable reporting on
Af ghani stan reconstruction efforts and activities through
audi ts, through inspections, through investigations, and in
ny view, an unyielding commtnent to transparency.

Now, that office, unfortunately, has not been well -
supported, | don't think, by this coonmttee; in fact,
various nmenbers have tried to shut it down nultiple
different tines.

Let me ask you this, in the aftermath of the botched
wi t hdrawal from Afghanistan, it is nmy view, it is nore
| mportant than ever, that SIGAR be able to performits
duties in an i ndependent manner. And | underline and
enphasi ze i ndependent, w thout interference.

So, do | have your commtnent to ensure that SIGAR is
able to continue doing its work, free frominterference from
anybody, including your office, if you are confirned?

M. Storch: Senator Hawley, | amnot famliar with al
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t he background that you described, but | can tell you that I
have spent ny entire tinme in the 1G community working with
other 1 Gs coll aboratively to try to advance oversi ght.

So, whether that is with SIGAR or other |1 G who m ght
have, you know, interest in that very inportant space, |
woul d anti ci pate working coll aboratively, as appropri ate.

Senator Haw ey: That is not quite the answer | am
| ooking for. | want a commtnent fromyou that SIGAR wi ||
be able to do its work, free frominterference from your
office, if you are confirned.

M. Storch: | don't believe any I G should interfere
wth the work of another |G and, certainly, if | am
confirmed, | wll nmake sure that that doesn't happen. |
woul d do everything | could to ensure that we are working
col l aboratively and cooperatively, as appropriate.

Senator Haw ey: Ckay. So, that is a yes; you wll
not, if you are confirmed, you will not in any way interfere
or underm ne the independence of SI GAR, who does not report
to you under current --

M. Storch: WelIl, that is, | amsorry, that is what |
amtrying to get at is they don't report to me, so | don't
have any jurisdiction over them

Senat or Hawl ey: (ood.

M. Storch: But | certainly --

Senator Haw ey: You won't try to absorb them You
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won't try to take away their --

M. Storch: | amnot famliar wth any issues |ike
that, Senator, about jurisdiction.

So, ny understanding is --

Senator Haw ey: Well, | amnot asking if you are
famliar or not; | am asking you what your intentions are.

And what | would |ike to hear, and woul d hope to hear,

this should be an easy question, is that you wll not
interfere with SIGAR in any way. You will let them continue
to be independent. You will not engage in any m ssion-creep

fromyour office that would seek to underm ne SIGAR s
| ndependence and aut hority.

Can you say yes to that?

M. Storch: | certainly would not do anything, yes,
that would interfere with the i ndependence and operations of
anot her 1G

When you tal k about m ssion-creep, | just want to be
conpletely clear, there are many tines in the |G comunity,
are issues regarding who is going to work on what, right?

And so, what | amconmtting to you to do is that if
there are such issues, | would work with the other IGwth
ny teamand with their teamto determ ne what the right
result is. So, that is, | amnot in a position to give you
any nore of a specific answer, but that is the way | have

al ways worked in the 1G comunity and if | amconfirnmed, it
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is the way | will work.

Senator Hawl ey: Let nme ask you this, do I have your
commtnent to support this commttee's efforts and ot hers’
efforts to fully investigate DOD' s role in the disastrous
Af ghani stan withdrawal , including by, this is the inportant
part, conducting your own investigations, sharing data, and
any other relevant neasures, would you commt to working
W th us?

M. Storch: So, | would be pleased to work with the
comrittee to identify any and all areas for appropriate
oversight and will certainly report robustly to the
commttee regarding the results of that.

| can't, and | amnot in the position to identify
particul ar areas, at this tine, but both, in our roles as
the lead |G for OFS and, generally, with jurisdiction over
all programs and operations of the Departnent, we would
exam ne any appropriate issues.

Senator Hawl ey: Let's cone back to SIGAR for a second.

M. Storch: Yes, sir.

Senator Hawl ey: SIGAR has |ong reported that DOD has
overclassified informati on regardi ng the Afghan Force's
performance and ot her aspects of the Afghanistan
restructuring effort, including limting SIGAR s ability to
provi de the Anerican people with a full account because of

this.
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Do you share SI GAR s concerns about overcl assification
related to the Afghanistan restructuring effort, and now
that that effort has ended, would you support efforts to

decl assify as much of that information as possible?

M. Storch: Sir, | amnot famliar with specific
concerns in that area. | will tell you, as a genera
matter, | have worked very hard to pronote transparency and

to do everything I can to fight overclassification.

I don't think things should be marked E for
enbarrassing or anything like that; as | have said, we have
gotten good support at NSA in our oversight work there. And
if I amconfirnmed, | amgoing to keep working to pronote
t ranspar ency.

Senator Hawl ey: So, when it cones to SIGAR s specific
concerns about overclassification over a period of years and
decades, you are not famliar with that? You don't have a
view on that?

M. Storch: No. And nor do | believe it would be
appropriate for nme to express one; | haven't been confirned.

But if I amconfirned, | certainly will ook into the
issue and | will commt to you that we will do the right
thing. | am happy to engage wth you on any of these
specific issues.

Senator Hawl ey: Well, when you say you don't think it

woul d be appropriate to express a view, | nmean, are you
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willing to express a view on the dangers of
overcl assification?

| mean, here is what | amgetting at, | have heard
mul ti ple nmenbers of this commttee, since the fall of
Af ghani stan, say that it is unbelievable that we didn't know
that the Afghan Security Forces were so badly prepared. |
mean, who coul d have thought that they would have coll apsed
in the fashion they did?

Il will tell you who could have thought it: SIGAR

Wy ?

Because they issued report after report saying that the
Af ghan Security Forces weren't appropriately trained, that
they weren't prepared, that the Pentagon was neking it
difficult for SIGAR to get any information, that DOD kept
changing the nmetrics by which to assess the readi ness of the
Af ghan Security Forces.

SI GAR has warned for years that what woul d happen in
Af ghani stan is exactly what did happen. So, | think it is
I nportant that that entity be able to get the information it
needs and actually report to the Anmerican peopl e, because,
frankly, | think the Anerican people were pretty nuch |ied
to for years by multiple adm nistrations, unfortunately.

Mul ti ple adm ni strations of both parties,
unfortunately.

So, | ampretty concerned about this issue, but what |
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would like to hear fromyou is a commtnent to say that you
think that over-classifications are a problem that you are
going to work with SIGAR to nmake sure that they can get the
classified material that they need, and that, ultimtely, we
make as nuch of this material available to the Anerican
publ i c.

Can you commt to that?

M. Storch: Senator, | amcommtted to doing
everything I can in my current job, and if | am confirned,
in a future job, as the DOD I G to fighting
overclassification and ensuring that all appropriate
I nformation i s out.

What | was trying to say, respectfully, is, | don't
have the information currently as the NSA | G regardi ng the
nature of information at DOD I G or SIGAR. But what | can
tell youis that if | amconfirnmed, | will do everything
appropriate to fight overclassification and ensure that
appropriate information is nade public.

Senator Hawey: M tinme is expired. | wll have sone
addi ti onal questions for the record for the rest of you.

Thank you for being here.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hawl ey.

Now, |et me recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Manchin,

pl ease.
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Senat or Manchin: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
all of you for your willingness to serve.

Let nme start with M. Storch. M. Storch, the Ofice
of Departnent of Defense |Inspector CGeneral has consistently
reported on problens DOD has in protecting its cyber system
its networks, and the data.

Comng fromthe National Security Agency, | know you
are very aware of how i nportant cybersecurity protection is.

So, if confirmed, what woul d be your plan for assessing
and reporting on the effectiveness of controls and processes
bei ng i npl enented by DCOD intelligence within the agency to
protect our classified systens frominside and external
t hreats?

M. Storch: Senator, as you say, | have been very
i nvol ved i n doing oversight regarding cyber issues as the
NSA 1G and also in ny role as the Vice Chair of the CCGAE
Tech Commttee, where we recently started a Cyber Wrking
G oup, in which ny folks are very actively participating.

These are significant issues across the entire
governnent, and if | amconfirnmed, | would |look forward to
working with a teamat DOD I1Gto identify the areas of
greatest risk in the cyberspace and ensuring that we are
doi ng robust oversight over it.

At NSA, we have an active cyber and I T group within our

audit division that does that sort work, and if | amthe IG
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at DOD, | will look forward to continuing in that.

Senator Manchin: M. Lowran, we need to ensure our
mlitary installations are able to carry out the critical
m ssions, even in the event of interruptions to the
comrerci al power grid, off-post water supplies, or other
chal | enges surroundi ng | and, water, and airspace, whether it
cones frombad actors or just extrene weat her.

So, if confirmed, how will you make this a priority in
your portfolio and have you al ready eval uated or have you
all been | ooking at that?

M. Lowran: Senator, thank you.

So, our installations play a critical role in
proj ecting power, regardl ess of where that is required. So,
ener gy i ndependence on our installation and buil ding
resilience on those installations to include alternative
energy is critically inportant. That includes, of course,
wat er .

| understand, Senator that the Deputy Secretary of
Def ense published a neno yesterday, creating, because of the
i nportance of this portfolio, a separate Assistant Secretary
of Defense for energy, installations, and the environnment.

If confirmed, I will work very closely to ensure a
del i berate transition of personnel, resources, and policies
needed to achi eve these energy-i ndependent goal s.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you.
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M. Lowran, back to you again. As the mlitary
ref ocuses on the great power of conpetition, we are going to
need to understand that a future conflict may be fought in
an envi ronnment where access to our |ogistics networks woul d
be contested. Unlike the wars in Irag and Afghani stan, that
we will not be able to necessarily count upon a reliable and
constant flow of supplies fromthe United States.

We kind of saw hints of this predicanent during the
wi t hdrawal from Af ghani stan. They are a | andl ocked nati on
and our inportant relations with the neighbors conplicated
our efforts to retrograde personnel, nmaterial. So, the
brunt of the retrograde was kind of borne by a limted
nunber of strategic lift assets, such as our 130s, C 130s
and C-17s, conpleting nultiple, 3,000-mle roundtrips
bet ween Kuwait and Af ghani st an.

So, what will you do as Assistant Secretary of Defense
to ensure the resilience of our global |ogistics networks
and prepare the whole force to sustain and fight and win in
a contested environnent?

M. Lowran: Senator, thanks for that question.

As you know, gl obal operations require a gl obal supply
chain, and so this includes not only posture at echel on,
where we position those supplies, but it also includes the
sust ai ned readi ness of our inter- and intra-theater lift

capabilities represented by the C- 130, C 17, and others, but
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al so, our sealift capabilities.

And so, if confirmed, | wll work wwth the mlitary
Departnents, the ASDS staff to, one, ensure the necessary
resources are allocated and bal anced wth the nodernization
programto sustain readi ness of those current capabilities,
but in the sealift fleet, work with the Navy and TRANSCOM t o
understand the recapitalization strategy, to ensure that we
are bal ancing the buy new versus recapitalization, buy used,
and then, finally, Senator, | would work very closely with
the services and ASD acqui sition to ensure that we are
bal anci ng the service noderni zation strategies and we are
appropriately allocating the necessary resources to sustain
t he readi ness of our current fleets.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you. | appreciate so nuch all
of your i nput.

And thank you, M. Chairman, | appreciate you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Mnchin.

Let ne recogni ze Senator Peters, please?

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And to each of you, congratul ations on your nom nati on.
It is good to see you all here before us.

M. Storch, as | am Chairman of Honel and Security and
the Governnental Affairs Commttee, and | have been a | ong
advocate for reforns that safeguard the integrity of the

| nspector General; that role is absolutely critical for us
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to maintain integrity of the Governnent and the independence
of 1G is particularly inportant.

And so, certainly, | hope if confirmed, I will continue
to count on your support for that work, but could you give
this conmttee sone indication as to how you approach the
job as I1G particularly, as it relates to the independence
necessary to performthe job effectively and professionally.

M. Storch: Absolutely, Senator.

| think that is one of the nost critical aspects about
our |G systemis that the 1G are able to independently
exerci se oversight and that is what | think gives our work
credibility and nakes it authoritative.

And critical to that are a couple of things. One is, |
t hi nk, mai ntaining the appropriate posture, vis-a-vis, the
agency and its leadership. It is sort of, you don't want to
be too close and you don't want to be too far away. You
want to be close enough so you are getting the information
so they understand you are going to be an honest broker; you
are going to look at the informati on and report things out
that will help the agency to inprove its operations. But,
on the other hand, you want to get too close and be captured
by the mssion, particularly, places with a conpelling
mssion. And so that is really critical. | think it is
sonmething, | watched 1G Horowtz do it justice

extraordinarily well and | tried to learn fromhim and |
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have tried to do that at NSA, and if | amconfirnmed, | wll
do that at DCD.

The final thing I wll say quickly is | think the dual-
reporting and the relationship with the HIIl is critical to
mai nt ai ni ng that i ndependence so that the agency understands
that we not only keep the agency fully and tinely informed,
but we al so keep the Congress fully and tinely inforned.

And mai ntai ning both of those |ines of communication is
critical to ensuring the independence that we need.

Senator Peters: You know, | amalso very conmtted to
ensuring that whistleblowers are protected. They play an
I ncredi bly valuable role for us to identify potential waste,
fraud, and abuse all across all levels of the federal
gover nnent .

But in 2019, a GAO report found that the Departnent of
Defense G and the mlitary service |G did not neet
tinmeliness and quality goals for handling whistlebl ower
conpl ai nt s.

So, ny question to you, sir, is, if confirnmed, will you
comrit to maki ng whistl eblower protection a top priority in
your office and inplenmenting the GAO s reconmendati ons, as
soon as possible, if confirned?

M. Storch: Senator, if | amconfirnmed, whistleblowers
and their rights and protections will be anongst ny very

hi ghest priorities. It always has been and it always w |
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be; as you say, they are critical to our system

I wll also examne the results of the GAO report and
make sure if they are not inplenented, that we are
| npl enenti ng any necessary neasures to not only neet, but to
exceed, and ensure that we are doing everything we can in
t hat ar ea.

Senator Peters: Very well. Thank you.

M. Lowran, the recent tensions wth Russia have
certainly rem nded our country how critical it is to ensure
cybersecurity for critical infrastructure, especially
energy-related infrastructure.

If confirmed, your office wll clearly play a
significant role in reducing cyber risks to ensure that we
can maintain reliable power for critical Defense m ssions.

So, | would like you to tell the commttee how you
bel i eve the Departnent of Defense shoul d approach ensuring
cybersecurity for Departnment of Defense energy systens.

M. Lowman: Senator, let ne first start by commendi ng
the nmenbers of this commttee and the Congress for your
interest in this area. A couple of years ago, the Congress
passed Section 1647 and 1650, which required the Depart nent
to develop a process to routinely assess vulnerabilities,
not only in our weapon system platforns, but also in our
I nstallati on control systens.

So, speaking from experience, in ny last job as
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perform ng the duties of Under Secretary of the Arny, the
Arnmy has taken this challenge on, and, if confirnmed, | wll
work very closely with the other services and ny staff to
ensure that the necessary resources, policies, and processes
are in place, such that the services can routinely scan
their installation control systens, identify those

vul nerabilities, and then rapidly address the

vul nerabilities and mtigate them

Senator Peters: Very good.

M. Lowran, the pandem c al so denonstrated how
vul nerabl e our supply chain are to global disruptions and
t he drawback to the fact that we have offshored too nuch of
critical manufacturing and other sources of supplies. This
was especi ally apparent at the begi nning of the pandem c
when we struggled to get PPE equi prent in the hands of first
responders all across the country and other front-Iline
workers. So much of that production had noved to China.

So, ny question to you is, if confirmed, how w Il your
office work with the Departnent and with private sector
partners to shore up our supply chains that are absolutely
critical to the national defense; certainly, things such as
PPE, but al so pharnaceuticals and other industrial supplies
that are inportant, not just for the Departnent of Defense,
but for the civilian sector, as well.

M. Lowran: Senator, resilient supply chains,
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especially in the national defense arena, are critical to
our ability to prosecute gl obal operations.

So, if confirmed, I will work with the interagency
community to, one, to develop the policy necessary to
pronot e domestic conpetition, but also work with our
comrercial partners and the services to build resiliency in
our donestic, commercial supply chains, as well as increase
capacity.

In some cases, this will necessitate onshoring
capability back into the nation.

Senator Peters: Good. Well, if confirmed, | | ook
forward to working with you on that critical issue.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Peters.

I would now like to recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator
Duckwor t h.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman.

I would congratulate all the participants today on your
nom nati ons.

I would also like to thank M. Lowran for our call | ast
week. A conbat, credible, |ogistics backbone is crucial to
deterring our adversaries and | appreciated our di scussion
on how to strength and mature this capability.

| would like to start off with the bal ance between

noder ni zati on and mai ntai ni ng readi ness rates of our current
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assets. Qur mlitary renmains reliant on 1980s, and in sone
pl aces, 1970s technology. A 2020 GAO report revi ewed annual
readi ness rates for 46 different aircraft from 2011 to 2019
and only three of these aircraft hit their annual readiness
goals for all 9 years and 24 of themdid not neet their
goals in any of the years covered; this is types of
aircraft, not individual aircraft.

Yet, we nust also renain ready today to nobilize and
respond to a global crisis, which we are seeing play out now
with our need to transfer thousands of troops to the
Eur opean theater. While | understand that there is an art
to balancing current m ssion readi ness needs wth
noder ni zation, | am concerned that the Departnent does not
have a strong glide slope and transition plan for key
nobility and | ogistical assets, in particular.

M. Lowran, if confirnmed, how will you work with the
program of fices, services, and conbatant commands to build
strong transition plans that roll out nuch-needed noderni zed
assets, w thout divesting of |egacy platforns so quickly
that we create a near-term capacity gather that endangers
m ssi on acconpl i shnent ?

M. Lowman: Senator, thank you for that question.

So, it is really a balance, as you rightly note,
bet ween noderni zati on and sustai nment and the need to

appropriately allocate the resources to sustain our
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currently capabilities, especially in the inter- and intra-
theater lift, as you noted, but also, to nodernize those
fleets in a sustainable fashion over tine.

The second bal ance, Senator, that you didn't nention,
but | think is inportant to note here, is the bal ance across
the active and reserve conponents to nake sure that the
resources, the reserve conponents need to sustain their
fleets and that have the sufficient |lift capability built
into the COCOM | ogi stics plans, so that the Departnment not
only sustains the lift capability that they need, but also
noderni zes it over tine.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you.

| amglad that you brought up the reserve forces.
hope that we are not going to be nodernizing, for exanple,
active-duty Air Force, at the expense of the Air Nationa
Guard, in particular.

| do want to nove on to another issue, another source
of our readiness issues. In that same 2020 GAO report, it
was noted that in addition to aging aircraft, a noteworthy
factor in our |owreadiness rates is lack of parts.

| aminterested in opportunities to collaborate with
comercial industry to reduce the wait tinmes and the cost of
parts. One approach is to take advantage of used,
serviceable material fromcomercial derivative aircraft.

Under this program the FAA provides the Departnent of
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Def ense certified, overhauled parts from 737 and 767
aircraft at a reduced cost. The initial estimtes for
mat eri al savings over the next 7 years at around $1 and a
hal f billion. Not insignificant.

This program al so reduces the supply chain |ead tines.
The program already exists within the DOD, but it is not
standardi zed across all prograns and services. And | have
seen reports where purchasing officers have a programF
function on their keyboard, F7, where they just hit a
function and it populates a formand they can buy brand-new
parts, but it is multi-steps to use this programthat exists
for used parts.

M. Lowman, if confirmed, what will you do to require
or incentivize programoffices of services to take advantage
of proven prograns |ike used serviceable materials, and are
there any barriers to this collaboration that Congress can
work to renpve to encourage its use?

M. Lowman: Senator, so part of addressing supply
chain risk and building resilience is identifying
al ternative sources of supply. And so, the USM program as

you accurately note, is used by industry today. And in sone

conponents, | amaware it is used within the Departnent of
Def ense.
If confirmed, I will work closely with the services,

and the ASDF staff to make sure there are no policy barriers
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to use of the USM and | would work with the interagency
comunity and, particularly, the FAA to nake sure that the
necessary ai rworthi ness docunentation is available to
guarantee the life of the part, the repair history, for
exanpl e, the hours currently consuned by that particul ar
part. So, | look forward to taking this on.

Senator Duckworth: Wonderful .

| don't think the pacing itemhere is the | ack of
docunentation on the life, the serviceable |ife of the
parts; | think it is resistance within DOD and program
of fices and the services to using the program and usi ng
these parts, because it is just easier to buy new every
tinme.

But I am happy to work with you on this. | |ook
forward to it.

M. Lowran: Thank you.

Senator Duckworth: | have two additional questions
that | will submt for the record.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Duckworth.

Now, via Webex, | would like to recogni ze Senat or
Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Well, thank you, Chairnman Reed, and, of
course, Ranking Menber Inhofe, for holding this hearing.

And | want to thank all the nom nees for your testinony
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today and, really, for your willingness to serve and all the
service you have given already to this country.

And | want to talk a little bit today about affordable
housi ng for servicenenbers. So, M. Storch, last year's
NDAA i ncl uded one of ny provisions to hold the Pentagon
accountable for not yet utilizing existing authorities to
support our nost junior servicenenbers, when transitioning
of f-base to private housing. The provision requires the
Secretary of Defense to brief Congress on DOD s plan to
provi de partial dislocation allowance paynents to junior
enlisted troops who are forced out of mlitary-provided
housi ng, due to shortages and they have to incur noving
costs and the |ike, before they are eligible to receive
t heir basic allowance for housing, the BAH

So, M. Storch, if confirnmed, can we count on you to
hol d t he Pentagon accountabl e for devel opi ng and executing a
plan to provide our nost junior servicenenbers with the
di sl ocation allowance they earn as they are authorized to do
under existing | aw?

| have heard this tine and tinme again at Nellis and
Creech, as | do roundtables with young, enlisted nenbers,
servi cenenbers. This is one of the nunber one things that
t hey are concerned about.

M. Storch: Thank you, Senator.

| amaware that housing is one of the top managenent
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chal l enges that was identified by the DOD and its DOD I G in
Its recent assessnent of the top challenges. And if
confirmed, | would work with the teamat the O G to assess
the issues that you have identified and do all appropriate
oversight to make sure that the agency is following the |aw
and providing the housing that servicenenbers deserve.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | sure appreciate that.

I want to nove on to sonething else | have been hearing
about, which is maternal health for our servicenenbers and
their famlies.

So, Dr. Martinez-Lopez, Nellis Air Force, of course, in
Nevada, offers sone of the nost robust maternity-care
services conpared to mlitary installations the nation. But
because sone installations can't provide that w de array of
maternity services that we offer at Nellis, the TRl CARE
enrol | ees often pursue such services through a comunity
provi der.

So, Dr. Martinez-Lopez, what inprovenents can we nmake
to maternity-care services offered to TRI CARE enrol | ees and
how woul d you approach that, if confirmed, and do you
bel i eve that you have the existing authorities to allow the
Departnment to nmake such i nprovenents?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, the health of al
servi cenenbers and fam |y nmenbers entrusted to us is the

reason why the mlitary health care system said that
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mat ernal health for both, servicenenbers and famly nenbers,
has to be of the nobst inportance and we have to nake sure
that the quality of the care and the quality of the service,
how we deliver that, is right on target.

So, if I amconfirmed, I commt to work with ny team
and | ook at ways that we can bring parity in such a way that
servi cenenbers and fam |y nmenbers can rest assured that they
will get the best care, either inside the nedical treatnent
facility or outside in the TRI CARE, you know, service area.

Senator Rosen: So, if confirnmed, would you consider
conducting a DOD-wi de satisfaction survey for servicenmenbers
who have either recently or are currently receiving
maternity care through TRI CARE?

That m ght hel p guide us into sone of the things that
we have to do. WII you commt to working on that with ne,
pl ease?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, getting feedback fromthe
peopl e we serve is critical, soif |I amconfirnmed, | wll
work with you, not only to get feedback regarding naternal
heal t hcare, but we need to get feedback regarding al
heal t hcare we deliver, inside and outside, so yes, na'am

Senator Rosen: And | amjust going to build on that a
little bit, because with mlitary retirees, because we want
to be sure they have full and equal access to the heal thcare

that they have really earned over the course of their
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service. There are about 30,000 mlitary retirees in ny
state; unfortunately, our retirees, they just face the
anxi ety of the potential rollback of these health service
avail able to them

And, |ike now, the Defense Health Agency, their current
plan is to right-size the mlitary health system Moving
200, 000 TRI CARE beneficiaries to private nedi cal networks,
cl osing a bunch of the Departnent of Defense mlitary
treatnent facilities.

So, what steps will you take to be sure that our
mlitary retirees have the full access to the quality
heal t hcare that they deserve and have earned?

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, | amone of those
retirees, so, you know, first and forenost, the inportant
thing is that we keep readiness, so that is the reason that
we have a mlitary health system as well as, we al so have
to honor what we tell the servicenenbers, famly nenbers,
and retirees that we are going to care for them

So, as we finish transformation, which is probably, is
it one of ny priorities, to finish out the intent of the
Congress and the execution of a mlitary health system
transformation, I will never |ose sight of the fact that we
need to honor that. So, as we transfer care to the
civilian, to the TRI CARE network, | need to neke,

personal ly need to nake sure that those retirees and
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servi cemenbers and fam |y nmenbers are cared for.

And if not, how can we cl ose that gap? W cannot
di sengage just to disengage. W owe thembetter and if | am
confirmed, | wll work really hard to honor that conm tnent.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | appreciate that.

My tinme has expired.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen.

Senat or Kelly, please?

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you for
hol di ng this heari ng.

And thank you, all of you, for being here today.

I want to followup on Senator Duckworth's questi oning
about parts, but, specifically, with a connection to
Arizona. M. Lowran, the 309th Aerospace Mintenance and
Regenerati on Group, AMARG |ocated at the Davis-Mnthan Ar
Force Base is a maj or conponent of our organic industri al
base, comonly referred to as the "Bone Yard." The 309th
provi des not just storage and preservation, but aerospace
depot, mai ntenance, and nodifications, as well as aircraft
regeneration. It also provides sone spare parts for the
fleet.

A few years ago, the 309th was able to regenerate a B-
52 that has been in the Bone Yard for nearly 10 years and

return it to service after the Air Force |ost one of its
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bonbers; a truly remarkable fleet.

In the 1990s, | dropped off an A-6 Intruder at the Bone
Yard, but that has been now 25, maybe over 25 years ago. |
am not so sure that one is com ng back.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator Kelly: But the 309th is also able to sal vage
parts to contribute to inportant research and i nnovation
work within our mlitary, including nodernizing the B-52
fleet and as a supply of parts when we can't find one. This
capability that, it is a capability that we have to conti nue
and it needs to be preserved.

So, if confirmed, howw!ll you work with this commttee
to ensure that our nation's organic industrial base is
properly resourced?

M. Lowran: Thank you, Senator.

Senator, you rightly note that the organic industri al
base is a critical conponent of the overall industrial base
in this nation and the AMMRG is a great exanple of a
capability resident within that organic industrial base to
not only regenerate capability, but also, to provide |Iong-
termstorage, repair capability, and, in sone cases, parts
recl amati on.

| can tell you in the late 1980s, as a young Mari ne
stationed at Yuma, | spent a little bit of tinme up at Davis-

Mont han, recovering parts for an A-4 Skyhawk, also |ong out
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of service.

So, Senator, if confirnmed, | will work with the
services. | will work with ny staff and this commttee to
make sure that the organic industrial base capabilities,
resident within all the services, are nodernized and capabl e
of continuing sustainnment of our fleets as we nodernize
those fleets. That includes training personnel. That
I ncl udes new plant and equi pnent to sustain these new
capabilities, such as directed energy, hypersonics, fifth-
generation fighters, onward, and so forth. So, this is a
priority for ne.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Lowman. | |ook forward
to working with you and your team

Dr. Martinez, last year, | introduced bipartisan
| egi sl ation ainmed at bringing TRICARE plans in line with
private insurance plans. The Healthcare Fairness for
MIlitary Famlies Act would allow the children of
servi cenenbers to stay on their parents' health insurance,
TRI CARE, until they are 26 years ol d.

| remain very concerned about the fact that mlitary
famlies don't have the same healthcare coverage that other
Americans enjoy, and the disparity is even nore troubling as
we continue to battle this pandem c and its detrinental
| mpact on heal th and enpl oynent.

| believe this common sense proposal will help
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countless mlitary famlies as we cone out of this pandemc
and it will help our econony recover, which is why | pushed
for it to be included in the NDAA

What are your thoughts on expandi ng TRI CARE coverage to
mlitary dependents until the age of 267

Dr. Martinez-Lopez: Senator, | think, you know, the
heal t hcare of our servicenenbers and famly nenbers is
critical. So, if I amconfirmed, | amgoing to be | ooking
at ways to bring parity, healthcare parity.

So, we should be offering, you know, insurance coverage
just like the rest of Anerica is seeing. So, | commt to
working with ny teamto try to close the gap and maybe have
to cone back and get sone help, but you wll get ny
commtnment that | will strive for that healthcare parity.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, Dr. Martinez.

It just seens |like also just a fundanental question of
fairness, you know, that, you know, dependents of nenbers of
the mlitary get the sane treatnent as folks in the civilian
worl d. So, thank you.

And | have anot her question for you |l amgoing to
submt for the record.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly.

Gentl emen, thank you for your testinony today. Thank

you for your distinguished public service and your
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at 11:55 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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