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HEARI NG TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ON OF:
LI EUTENANT GENERAL M CHAEL E. KURI LLA, USA TO BE GENERAL AND

COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES CENTRAL COVIVAND

Tuesday, February 8, 2022

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Commi ttee menbers present: Senators Reed [presiding],
Shaheen, Gl librand, Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, King,
Warren, Peters, Manchin, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, Inhofe,

W cker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Tillis, Sullivan,

Cramer, Scott, Bl ackburn, Haw ey, and Tuberville.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
RHODE | SLAND

Chai rman Reed: Good norning. The commttee neets
today to consider the nom nation of Lieutenant General
M chael Kurilla for pronotion to general and to be the next
commander of U. S. Central Command.

Ceneral, your nomnation is well deserved, and | thank
you for your willingness to lead in this very inportant
posi tion.

W wel cone your wife, Mary Pai ge, and daughter,

M chel l e, both of whom are here today, and we ought to

wel cone Sophie, who | amsure is glued to a tel evision set
sonepl ace, watching her father. W thank themfor their
conti nued service to our nation.

You have | ed nost recently as the Commandi ng General of
the 18th Airborne Corps, an experience that will serve you
well in this newrole. Your career spans nearly 34 years
wi th distinguished service across nultiple theaters and
command at every |evel of our nation's premer fighting
forces. The country is fortunate to have | eaders |ike
yoursel f serving in uniform

If confirmed, the range of challenges you will need to
address is significant. CENTCOM s geographi c area of
responsibility stretches from Northeast Africa, across the

M ddl e East, to Central and South Asia, and the security

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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chal l enges are simlarly expansive.

Per haps nost pressing is Iran's nmalign influence in the
region. The United States' |atest round of indirect
negotiations to return to the Joint Conprehensive Plan of
Action, or JCPQOA, has seen progress, but Iran's ongoing
nucl ear devel opnent threaten to derail any agreenent.

Si nul t aneously, Iranian-1inked groups continue to nount
drone and rocket attacks in the region, including against
bases in Irag and Syria with a U S mlitary presence. These
threats are growing, as are drone and m ssile attacks by
| rani an-1i nked Houthis against the Gulf States. During
today's hearing I would |ike to know your |evel of concern
over rising tensions between the United States and Iran, and
how you woul d advi se responding to Iranian malign influence
in the region.

While the death of 1SIS | eader al-Qurayshi in a US.
strike last week dealt a blowto the organization, ISIS
remains a threat. Last nonth, ISIS mlitants seized a
prison facility in Syria where thousands of |SIS detai nees
are held, leading to a days-long standoff requiring U S. and
Coalition air and ground support to the Syrian Denocratic
Forces (STF). Press reports indicate that up to 200
fighters may have escaped, and hundreds of people were
killed. If you are confirnmed, you will be responsible for

hel pi ng ensure the STF and the Iraqi Governnment have the
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capacity and support needed to address the threat fromISIS
and properly detain these prisoners.

O particular enphasis for this conmttee is a
reformati on of how CENTCOM and t he Defense Depart nent
respond to civilian casualty incidents. It nust be noted
that CENTCOM s approach to this issue in recent years has
not been adequate, and the DCD | nspector General and
I ndependent studi es have highlighted inportant areas for
change.

Qur mlitary goes to great lengths to avoid civilian
casualties, but when tragic errors occur, we have an
obligation to be transparent, take responsibility, and do
everything we can to learn fromthose m stakes and prevent
future m stakes. As such, General, | hope you will share
what steps you woul d take to ensure CENTCOM i nproves its
openness and transparency with this comrttee and the
publi c.

Finally, turning to Afghani stan, we have transitioned
to an "over the horizon" counterterrorismposture to
continue to respond to threats fromthe regi on using assets
based outside Afghanistan. Qur 20-year m ssion there
| argely achi eved the goal of significantly degrading al
Qaeda and other terrorist groups, but the work is not
fini shed.

During testinmony to this commttee | ast Cctober, the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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Under Secretary of Defense for Policy assessed that |ISI S K
and al Qaeda have, in his words, the intent to conduct
external operations, but neither has the ability to do so.
To prevent terrorist groups fromdeveloping this ability, we
must to continue to bol ster our "over the horizon"
capabilities. Wth that in mnd, |I would ask that you share
the nost inportant | essons |earned fromyour tine in
Af ghani stan, and how you woul d ensure CENTCOM can conduct
opti mal "over the horizon" activities.
Agai n, thank you, Ceneral, for your continued
willingness to serve, and | |ook forward to your testinony.
Let nme now recogni ze the ranking nenber, Senator

| nhof e.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U. S. SENATOR FROM

OKLAHOVA

Senator Inhofe: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

And t hank you, General Kurilla, for your willingness to
continue your distinguished career.

General Kurilla, when confirmed, you will take command
of a region where terrorist groups increasingly threaten
U. S. personnel, partners, and the honeland. And due to the
Bi den adm nistration's disastrous withdrawal of the U S
troops from Af ghani stan | ast summer, Afghanistan is now back
to pre-9/11 conditions. The Taliban controls the country,
and it has already killed nore than 100 forner Afghan
officials, soldiers, and Coalition partners, according to
the United Nations.

The Haqqganis, which are affiliated with the al Qaeda,
have governnment positions and |ISIS-K, which killed 13 U. S
servi cenenbers on August 26, is exploiting the vacuum t hat
the Biden adm nistration |eft behind.

El sewhere, the Iran-backed Hout his have | aunched deadly
m ssil e and drone attacks on Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emrates, threatening U. S. forces and our partners.

And last nonth, 1SIS [aunched a series of new attacks
in Syria and in Iragq. Last week's successful operation
against 1SIS |eader shows that the counter-1SI'S m ssion

isn't over.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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| am concerned that things will get even worse if
Presi dent Biden re-enters the failed 2015 Iran nucl ear deal,
whi ch many of us here have urged himnot to do. Iran wll
have received substantial sanctions relief. Ilran will spend
that windfall on terrorist proxies. That nmeans nore arns
for Hezboll ah, Hanmas to attack Israel, nore training for the
Houthis to threaten our Arab friends, and nore support for
the Iragi mlitias that target our personnel. Rejoining the
| ran nucl ear deal won't prevent Iran fromgetting nucl ear
weapons capabilities. The deal's limtations expire in
2026, which is not that far off.

So, all of these threats in the Mddle East are getting
worse, but we also have to prioritize threats fromthe
Chi nese Conmmuni st Party and Russia right now. And both of
t hose adversaries are heavily invested in conpetition in the
CENTCOM

So here is what | hope you will address today: Wat
resources do you think we will need to counter these
regional threats? What roles should our partners play, and
how can we inprove their capabilities? And perhaps nost
i nportant, what can we do to ensure that our |ongtine
regi onal partners stick with us in the escalating
conpetition with China and Russi a?

And so, Ceneral Kurilla, you have served with great

honor in this CENTCOM region; you are very famliar with it,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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Kurilla, your remarks, please.
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STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL M CHAEL E. KURI LLA,
USA, TO BE GENERAL AND COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES CENTRAL
COVIVAND

General Kurilla: Good norning.

Chai rman Reed, Ranki ng Menber | nhofe, and distingui shed
menmbers of the Senate Arnmed Services Commttee, it is an
honor to appear before you today as the President's non nee
to serve as the next commander of the United States Centra
Command.

Today, as always, | am hunbled to serve the soldiers,
sailors, airnmen, marines, coast guardsmen, and guardi ans,
who defend our nation at honme and abroad every day; they are
our nation's best.

Young ne today is ny amazing wife of 27 years, Mary
Pai ge. Throughout ny career, Mary Pai ge has been ny best
friend, partner, and enthusiastic advocate for our
servi cenenbers and their famlies. She is the daughter of a
Vi et nam vet eran and has known froma very young age,
firsthand, the chall enges and hardshi ps that face our
mlitary famlies.

| have two wonderful daughters. M ol dest Mchelle
flewin late last night from Massachusetts, where she is a
senior at Harvard University, double-majoring in Governnent
and English. M youngest daughter Sophie is a sophonore at

Tufts University, studying biology and at the |ab at the New

10
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Engl and Aquariumthis afternoon, so she is watching from her
dorm

My famly has | ong understood that famly readiness is
a key component to operational readiness and we are grateful
for the service of all of our mlitary famlies.

| amgrateful to the President, Secretary of Defense,
Chai rman of the Joint Chief of Staffs for their confidence
in me and to General Frank McKenzie's lifetine of service to
t he nati on.

I thank the Congress, and especially this Conmttee,
for its unwavering support of our mlitary.

This is a critical time for the 21 countries of Central
Command. The United States faces a new era of strategic
conpetition with China and Russia that is not confined to
one geographical region and extends into the CENTCOM ar ea of
responsibility. The Mddle East, Central and South Asia
remai n conpl ex and dynam c environnents. CENTCOM remains a
dangerous theater with its own internal threats to Anerican
security.

As the United States rightfully prioritizes conpetition
wi th China, we nust remain engaged in the Mddle East and
Central and South Asia. W nust be clear eyed about the
fact that the United States Central Command area of
responsibility remains honme to Anerica's national interests.

The region today presents a mxed picture. On one

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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hand, there are signs of progress, such as nornalization of
Arab states with Israel that defeated the physical so-called
Cal i phate, the ending of the Gulf rift, and the continued
support by longtine partners and allies; on the other hand,
there are sone vexing challenges: Iran's nuclear program
ballistic mssile advancenents, and its continued malign

I nfl uence across the region.

The CENTCOM t heater is al so burdened by civil war and
humani tarian crisis. The area is hone to 9 of the top-10
nost dangerous, violent extrem st organi zations, including
al Qaeda and ISIS, which are both reconstituting. Al of
these ill trends are accelerated by water scarcity and food
| nsecurity.

China has significantly increased its investnent and
i nfluence in the region and Russia acts as a spoiler. |If
confirmed as the CENTCOM commander, | will protect Anerican
interests in the region with these chall enges in m nd.

Wiile we are no | onger in Afghanistan, we nust
acknow edge and honor the sacrifice of the nore than 1
mllion servicenenbers, civilians, partners, and allies who
answered the call and did their duty during the war, and we
must never forget the ultimate sacrifice of those who gave
their last full measure of devotion on the battlefield.

If confirmed, I will work hand-in-hand with our

di plomats to ensure that diplomacy is in the |lead, while

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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strengthening our relationship with mlitary partners and
allies. | wll enbrace technology, artificial intelligence,
machi ne | earning, and data-centric warfare to increase
CENTCOM s conpetitive edge across all domains.

If confirmed, by this body, | |ook forward to worKking
with this comnmttee and Congress, the senior |eadership for
t he Departnent of Defense, and our partners and allies;
furthernore, I will always remain transparent and candid
wi th both, Congress and this conmttee.

| ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of General Kurilla follows:]

13
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, General.

As is required, there are a series of standard
questions, which you may responded to appropriately.

Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflict of interest?

CGeneral Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outconme of the
confirmati on process?

General Kurilla: No, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversight responsibility makes it inportant that this
commttee, its subconmttees, and ot her appropriate
committees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
Branch on a tinely basis.

Do you agree, if confirnmed, to appear and testify
before this commttee when requested?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree, when asked before this
Commttee to give your personal views, even if your views
differ fromthe adm nistration?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,

docunents, and el ectronic comunications in a tinmely manner,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or
ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult
with the requestor regarding the basis for any good faith
delay or denial in providing such records?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: WIIl you ensure that your staff
conplies wth deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other information,
including tinely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

CGeneral Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you cooperate and provi de any
W tnesses and briefers, in response to congressional
request ?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Chairman Reed: WII| those witnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, GCeneral.

Again, let me coomend you for your service to the
nati on and the service of your famly.

We spoke before about the continuing crisis in
Af ghani stan and | ooki ng forward, the steps we have to take.
There is, as you recognized, a humanitarian crisis that is

becom ng nore and nore severe, each nonent. There is the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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persistent threat of al Qaeda and | SIS-K and ot her terrori st
gr oups.

What do you see as the chall enges in Afghani stan and
t he surroundi ng region and can we cope with them "over the
hori zon"?

General Kurilla: Senator, as you identified, one of
the challenges is the threat to the honeland fromal Qaeda
and | SIS-K.  They are reconstituting. The Taliban has not
renounced al Qaeda. [SIS-K, with the release of the
prisoners both, fromthe Bagram Prison and Pul - e- Char khi
are in the process of reconstituting. Wile they have
aspirations to attack the honel and, they do not have the
capability yet.

Additionally, we have the humanitarian crisis in
Af ghani stan. | believe there are opportunities in the
future of ways that we can work with, perhaps, the Wrld
Food Programe and others in the region, to help alleviate
some of that burden on the humanitarian crisis.

Chairman Reed: Now, in our regional response, we have
to consider the position of Pakistan. They have been a very
conplicated partner, and sonetinmes not a partner.

Do you have any comments on that relationship and what
you would like to do to inprove it?

General Kurilla: Senator, we have not always seen eye-

to-eye with Pakistan, but | do think we have a shared

16
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interest in regional stability and countering viol ent
extrem st organizations. One of the nost violent is Tehrik-
e- Tal i ban Paki stani, the TTP, which directly threatens

Paki stan. Also, the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan,
threatens the mgrants to push into, and refugees, to push
into Pakistan. So, | think there is potentially sone shared
I nterests that we can work wth themon counter VEGs and the
humani tari an crisis.

Chai rman Reed: Well, thank you.

Turning to Iran, as both nyself and the ranki ng nmenber
pointed out, it presents a very, very serious challenge.
There are tal ks underway to try to revive the JCPOA, but it
Is uncertain if that will happen. Their malign activities
both, directly and through proxies, |ike the Houthis, are
causi ng concern, especially attacks recently against the
United Arab Emirates.

Can you give us an idea of how you woul d approach this
probl em as you take conmand?

General Kurilla: Senator, Iran is the nunber one
destabilizing factor in the Mddle East right nowwth their
mal i gn behavior. | think a going through our partners and
allies and strengthening those wwth a united front fromall
the partners and allies is the best way to confront them

The U.S. policy of Iran cannot get a nucl ear weapon, |

bel i eve that any enforceabl e agreenent shoul d nake sure that

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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t hey do not get a nucl ear weapon.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you.

And you also said in the advanced policy questions, and
In your testinony, that we nmust invest in artificial
intelligence and machi ne-learning platforns and prograns to
i ncrease our ability to detect, defend, and respond to
conventional lranian mlitary capabilities.

Can you sketch, very quickly, what you would attenpt to
do?

Ceneral Kurilla: So, Senator, right nowin the 18th
Ai rborne Corps, when Janes McConville, General MConville,
the Chief of Staff of the Arny, charged the 18th Corps to
| ead and artificial intelligence becone an Al -enabl ed corps,
we have taken a four-prong approach to that with the
culture, data literacy, data governance and nanagenent, and
our infrastructure; i.e., cloud conmputing and cl oud
conputing on the edge. And then we take that and we do a
quarterly exercise that uses artificial intelligence for
target detection.

Every quarter, fromall six services participate. The
| ast exercise had over 40 aircraft, and to include the Navy,
participating wwth the Maritinme Qperations Center. And it
culmnated in a Marine F-35 dropping a live, thousand-pound
bonb on an artificially intelligence-derived grid that was

one neter off fromthe surveyed grid. And we do these

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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exercises quarterly to inprove the capability of the
targeting ability of the Corps. | would |look to take that,
I f confirmed, down to CENTCOM and expound upon that.
Chairman Reed: And would that also help us with our
i ssues regardi ng "over the horizon" sort of suppression of
terrorists in Afghani stan?
General Kurilla: Senator, it has capabilities for

both, counterterrorism as well.

Chairman Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, General. |
amvery confident that you will be confirmed and confi dent
that you will lead with distinction.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Chairman.

Senator Inhofe: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

In the past year, Iran and its proxies have escal at ed
their regional aggression. Hanmas |aunched nore than 4, 300
rockets at Israel during the May 2021 conflict. The Houthis
have increased their attacks on civilian targets in Saud
Arabia. And the U A E. and the Iran-backed mlitias in
Iragq, routinely target U S. personnel, property, and
partners.

Al'l this happens while the Biden admnistration is
focusing on returning to the flawed Iran deal, which could
provide billions of dollars in sanctions relief for the
| rani an regi ne.

Now, General Kurilla, based on what you have observed

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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of Iran in the past, would you expect Iran to spend at | east
sone of that sanctions relief on its terrorist proxies, and
i f so, howwuld this affect the security of our forces in

t he CENTCOM r egi on?

General Kurilla: Senator, there is arisk with
sanctions relief that Iran would use sone of that noney to
support its proxies and terrorismin the region, and if it
did, it could increase risk to our forces in the region.

Senator Inhofe: Yeah. And, General Kurilla, | have
visited for many, many tines, our friend, Masoud Barzani in
Erbil many tines over the years. The Iraqi Kurds are anong
our nost reliable partners in the region and | believe it is
I nportant to ensure continued and reliable support to our
Kurdish friends, in coordination with the Iraqgi Governnent.

Do you agree that the continued and reliable support to
t he Kurdi sh Peshnmerga woul d enhance our partnership and
advance our nmutual interests in the region, and can you
share sonme insight on the value of our partnership with the
Kurds, based on your personal experience, because you had
t hat personal experience?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | have worked with our
Kurdi sh partners and found themto be very reliable and very
capable. | have worked with them since 2004, on ny first
tour in lrag, and as recently as the counter-1SIS fight up

in 2014. | have found themto be an incredibly capable and
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reliabl e partner.

Senator | nhofe: Yeah.

Al right. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator | nhofe.

Senat or Shaheen, pl ease?

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| didn't realize we were still going in seniority
order, so | appreciate that.

[ Laught er. ]

Senat or Shaheen: And congratul ati ons, Lieutenant --

Chai rman Reed: You have a cheering fromthe upper
deck.

Senat or Shaheen: Yes. Well, Ceneral Kurilla, thank
you for being here. Congratulations to you and your famly
on your nom nation. W very nuch appreciate your
wi |l lingness to serve.

And | understand that you are actually leaving directly
fromthis hearing to be part of the task force overseeing
t he deploynent to reinforce our NATO allies, because of
Russia's buil dup on the Ukrainian and Bel arusi an bor der.

| wonder what you consider to be the biggest challenge
of that depl oynent?

General Kurilla: So, Senator, right now, we are in the
process of deploying; and yes, | will be leaving right after

the hearing to fly over to be a continued part of that

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

22

deploynent. | think the challenge is, obviously, noving
transatlantic with the nunber of forces we have, our m ssion
over there is to assure our NATO allies and detour Russian
aggr essi on agai nst our NATO allies.

Senat or Shaheen: And to what extent do you think Putin
is hoping for an incident along the border to give himan
excuse to go into Ukraine?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, | could not begin to speak
for Putin's thoughts, but | do know | amvery concerned
about a Russian incursion and invasion into UKraine.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

| want to switch to part of will be your AOR as CENTCOM
commander. And one of the things that | amvery concerned
about is what is happening in the ISIS detainee canps in
Syria. The one at Al -Hol has 60,000 famly nenbers. It has
beconme a hotbed for a potential radicalization of those
famly nmenbers there.

Can you tal k about what the strategy ought to be to
address those detai nee canps? And | know, because you
worked with the STF, that they have stated that they are not
able to assune long-termresponsibility for those detai nees
I n those canps, so what should we be doing to address that?

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe that there should
be a whol e- of - gover nnment approach and an international

effort to both, assist the STF on the repatriation of sone
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of these detainees. It is approxinmately 10,000 ISIS
det ai nees at about two dozen different detention facilities.
That is an ISIS arny in waiting. W saw that in Hasaka,
when they attacked the prison.

W al so have, as you noted, 60,000 fam |y nenbers; over
80 percent are children, wonen and children in the Al -Hol
canp. M concern there is the indoctrination that is
happeni ng there, and so there nust be a whol e-of - gover nnent
approach and an international effort to support the STF on
this.

Senat or Shaheen: And this conmittee, actually, as part
of the Defense Authorization bill |ast year, passed a
requi rement to establish a detainee coordinator to help
address how we respond in those canps and how we repatriate
some of the detai nees.

Are you aware of that position and do you think that
t hat woul d be hel pful ?

General Kurilla: Senator, | do think that woul d be
hel pful .

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

Hopeful |y, soneone is listening to your testinony.

| want to go to Irag because we have seen a series of
bonmb and grenade attacks taking place over the |ast week in
Baghdad and it is assunmed that Iranian-backed mlitias are

responsi bl e for these incidents.
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So, how can we better hold Iran accountable for these
ki nds of attacks and ensure that our personnel and those
Iragis defending their country are protected?

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe the key is that we
have to nmake sure that we expose the lranian malign
behavior. | have found that anytinme Iran's hand behi nd us
I s exposed, it is helpful.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

There was a recent report on a Special QOperations-
directed strike, targeting conponents of the Tabga Damin
Syria, despite the dam being on the no-strike list. It is
not clear to nme how this happened; | haven't seen ny reports
I nvestigating that.

But will you conmt to investigating what happened here
and to reporting the results to Congress?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | will, if confirned.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

And, finally, we have a | aw called the Wnen, Peace and
Security Act that is designed to try and ensure that wonen
are involved in our operations and, particularly, in
conflict areas. So, can you talk a little bit about how you
see that |aw working in your area of responsibility and what
we shoul d be doing and how it could be hel pful to what is
happening in the Central Command.

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, the Wnmen, Peace and
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Security Act of 2017, if confirmed, that is an area | would
| ook to see how is CENTCOM enpl oying that law. | think
anytime you have wonen involved in conflict resolution and
hel pi ng and assisting in the delivery and relief of relief,
it is a good thing. So, | think, if confirmed, |I would have
to take a |l ook at how that is being inplenented.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. | look forward to
working with you on that and being helpful in any way | can.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen.

Senat or W cker, please?

Senat or Wcker: GCeneral, | think there is w despread
agreenent that you are the right man for the job. W need
to get you back to your base and get your involved in that
deploynent. | am al nost attenpted to yield back nmy tinme so
you can get on about that, but | amnot quite convinced that
| should do that.

Let me ask you about noney. W are now spendi ng noney
for the Pentagon that was decided on nore than a year ago,
and that is because of our failure to have a Defense
appropriation bill. W are about to do another continuing
resolution. People in this town, fromthe adm nistration,
really to DOD, to the Congress seemto sort of view this as
an inconvenience and a little bit of a | apse.

How big of a problemis this, and | have got severa
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guestions, but is this merely an inconveni ence or is CENTCOM

really going to take a hit because we can't do our job?
General Kurilla: Senator, | can't speak on behal f of

CENTCOM but | can tell you nmy personal experience in 18th

Ai rborne Corps. Wen we have prolonged CRs, it affects

readi ness, it affects our ability to train, it affects our

conbat-training centers, our rotary wng flight hours. And

| have two arnored brigade conbat teans in the 18th Airborne

Corps; they are very expensive to operate.

It affects nodernization. It can disrupt
noderni zation. | have an arnored brigade conbat teamt hat
Is in a year-long nodernization window. They wll energe as

t he nost noderni zed arnored brigade conbat teamin the Arny.

The CRs can disrupt that. | don't know the inpact if
it was to take it all the way out through the year and then
have a second arnored brigade conbat teamthat is going in
t he sumer.

And, lastly, it can affect quality of life. 1t stops
t he prevention of new starts, such as mlitary construction
for barracks, notor pools and child devel opnent centers.

Senator Wcker: | may be speaking to the choir about
this in this room but it seens when we bring this up, and
any nunber of nmenbers of this commttee bring it up, people
nod and agree with you, and yet, we are just going to be

guite rel axed next week about going to another continuing

26
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resol uti on.

Let nme ask you about the Stans that were fornerly
Sovi et Republic, and I am | ooking at the map here, General,
and | see Uzbeki stan, Turkneni stan, Tajikistan, and
Kyrgyzstan, and then the nmassive geographic area of
Kazakhst an, which covers five tine zones.

Way are they inportant to us in the United States and
what difference did it make in their | eadership seeing how
we | eft Afghanistan, in what | view as a mmjor debacl e?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, they are very inportant.
That is an area, also, that | think we conpete with Russia
and China. | think with the departure from Af ghani st an,
there is sonme security interests that we share with them
and that is, in terns of those that border on Afghani stan,
particularly, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, | think we have
shared interests on the VEGs and areas that we could
potentially partnership with them on the border security to
prevent the expansion of the VEGs fromcomng into their
ar ea.

Senator Wcker: But you haven't started this job yet,
but you are anticipating that you will.

Has the | eadership of these five forner Soviet

Republics acting differently after seeing what happened | ast

August in Kabul ?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | amnot sure, and, if

27

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

confirmed, that is an area that | would take a hard | ook at.

Senator Wcker: |If Russia invades Ukraine, how wll
that, in your judgnent, affect how these five fornmer Sovi et
Republics view their neighbor to the north and the United
St ates?

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe they would have
some concerns with Russia invading Ukraine as that would
| ook to expand, potentially, one of their fornmer |ocations.

Senat or Wcker: Thank you.

Well, good luck to you, and | amgoing to yield you a
whol e 30 seconds to get back and get that depl oynent goi ng.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Wcker: | yield back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator W cker.

Senator Hirono, please?

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Thank you, General, for your service. You have a | ot
of experience in your ACR

| start the questioning of all nom nees to any
positions in any of the conmttees | sit on, and these are
the followng two questions that | ask all nom nees. Since
you becane a | egal adult, have you ever made unwanted
requests for sexual favors or commtted any verbal or
physi cal harassnment or assault of a sexual nature?

General Kurill a: No, Senator.

28

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

29

Senator Hi rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenment, related to this kind of conduct?

General Kurilla: No, Senator.

Senator H rono: Ceneral, | amvery concerned, along
with other nenbers of this commttee, very concerned about
t he ongoing i ssue of the poor treatnent of Afghan wonen and
girls, especially since our wthdrawal and the Taliban's
return to power.

Recently, President Biden appointed Rina Amri, as U S
speci al envoy for Afghan wonen, girls, and human rights, to
spear head an interagency effort to advance the rights of
Af ghan wonen and girls.

As comrander of Central Command, what do you see your
role in supporting Ms. Amri, USAID, and other agencies, in
supporting the rights of Afghan wonen and girl s?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, if confirned, that is an
area that | would | ook at to anal yze how CENTCOM can be a
part of a whol e-of - gover nnment approach.

Senator Hrono: | like the fact that you have used
"whol e- of -governnent” in your response to a numnber of
guestions. And | think that is a very good idea, because
"whol e-of -governnment"” neans, | would say, the active
I nvol venent of the State Departnent and, al so, any of our
allies.

So, you know, | would be interested, if confirmed, how
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you will proceed in this area, since the fate of Afghan
wonen and girls is sonething that weighs very heavily on a
nunber of us and our chall enges and getting or rescui ng many
of themout of the country remains very difficult.

You nentioned Iran as being the nunber one
destabilizing actor in the Mddle East. And, again, with
t he Iran whol e- of - gover nnment approach and how to contain
their malign activities and you said that when I|ranian
mal i gn behavior is exposed, it is helpful.

Can you just describe what you consider an exanpl e of
| rani ans mal i gn behavi or, which would be hel pful to expose,
and what do you nean by, it is helpful to expose such
behavi or ?"

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, when we see the Iran proxies
and those Iranian-aligned mlitia groups that are either
firing rockets at our enbassy in Iraq, they are firing at
our troops inside of Syria. They support the Houthis and
they are providing that technology to them to fire
ballistic mssiles into the U A E and into Saudi Arabia.

When we exposed the Iranian hand behind that, it causes
themto react.

Senator Hrono: |t causes who to react?

General Kurilla: The lIranians to react.

Senator H rono: How would they react; would they pul

back their --
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General Kurilla: M am they try and hide their
behavior and it can cause themto not take action for a
period of time; that is ny experience, when | was down at
CENTCOM

Senator Hirono: You were asked sone questions
regarding the JCPQA and that President Biden joined U S.
allies, France, Germany, the UK , and Ireland in a
statenent noting that a return to a JCPOA would result in
both, in sanctions lifting a |aw for enhanced regi onal
partnershi ps and a reduced risk of a nuclear crisis that
woul d derail regional diplonacy.

What are your thoughts on a return to the JCPOA and
woul d rejoining the agreenent be a positive step in
containing Iran's nuclear anbitions?

As far as | amconcerned, there is no question that our
menbership in the JCPOA enabled us to really track what Iran
was doing. Wuld a return to the JCPOA really, greatly
enhance efforts to contain Iran's nucl ear anbitions?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | amnot aware of the exact
details of the ongoi ng negotiations, but I am supportive of
any enforceable agreenent that limts Tehran's ability to
gai n nucl ear weapons.

Senator Hrono: | think a |large part of that would be
to have an agreenent, such as a JCPOA, and, unfortunately,

that is not where we are.
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I f confirmed, how do you plan to work with partners and
allies to confront the chall enges presented by Iran?

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirmed, I will have to
take a hard | ook at the partners and allies. Each one of
them bring different capabilities. | think there is sone
opportunities in an integrated air-and-m ssile defense,
particularly, with Israel, now under the CENTCOM area of
responsibility, that they can do sonme partnerships in terns
of increasing the capability.

Senator Hi rono: Thank you.

| would say that Israel would be a major partner in
that effort.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono.

Senator Fi scher, please?

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Wel cone, Ceneral, to you and your famly, and thank
you, sir, for your many years of service to this country.

General, we read in the Washi ngton Post about an Arny
revi ew of the Afghanistan drawdown. The report highlights
the extent to which the Biden adnministration's poor planning
forced our servicenenbers into an incredi bly dangerous and
an incredibly chaotic situation during that evacuation.

| know that you are not responsible for this report,

but, if confirnmed, do | have your word that if future
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reports like this are conpleted, that this commttee wl|
| earn about them fromyou and not fromthe norning paper?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you.

I wouldn't think that nenbers of this conmttee would
have to nmake a FO A request in order to learn information
that should be brought forward in a positive way to keep us
I nformed so we can perform our oversight responsibilities.

CGeneral, based on your prior experience that you have
had in the region, your know edge of the region, what do you
assess to be the nost significant chall enges for CENTCOMt o
carry out an "over the horizon" counterterrorismstrategy in
Af ghani st an?

General Kurilla: Senator, "over the horizon"
capability is extrenely difficult, but not inpossible. |
t hi nk the biggest challenge for Afghanistan is that it is a
| andl ocked country. W rely on another nation for an air
| ine of comunication to be able to enter Afghanistan. The
di stances required to fly ISRis great. W spend
approxi mately two-thirds of the tinme flying there and
getting back, versus over the target. So, it is a resource-
i ntensive to be able to do the finding, and then the fixing,
and then the finishing of those targets that you are going
after.

| think we need to reinvest in a | ot of our
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intelligence capabilities, our human-intelligence capability
that was | ost during the w thdrawal .

Senator Fischer: Do you anticipate that we will have
nore success in the future on being able to find those
partners on the ground?

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirned, |I will need to
make an assessnent of that.

Senator Fischer: Do you know of any ongoi ng
conversati ons about basing agreenments w th nei ghboring
countries that would be hel pful to us in being able to do
"over the horizon" CT?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, | amnot aware of any
det ai | ed di scussi ons going on, but | know that there are
di scussi ons happening right now, that could ease the
di stances that are required.

Senator Fischer: | would hope if you do, you woul d
contact us so that we can keep up to date on the progress,
or lack thereof, in this regard, because it is so vital to
our commtments that we have and in Afghanistan and the
needs that we have to neet in Afghanistan.

| hope that you will do that review process. W heard
from Secretary Kahl in Cctober |1SIS-K could generate the
capability to attack our honeland by April. That is not too
far away fromtoday. And if there needs to be a change in

strategy, if CENTCOM needs to be resourced differently, |
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woul d hope that you would bring that to our attention, as
wel | .

General Kurilla: Senator, | wll.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you.

When you were speaki ng about partners and allies and
our need for partners and allies, especially in dealing with
Iran and their proxies, are there specific ways that you
feel we could help our partners defend thenselves with
regard to mssile and drone attacks?

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe that is probably
the area with sone of the greatest opportunity in terns of
wor ki ng towards and integrated air and m ssile defense. The
addition of Israel to the AOR, | think, will help with that.

I think there are areas, also, in ternms of cyber
defense. W are collectively stronger together, when we
wor k together, so there are areas there that each one brings
uni que capabilities in terns of that.

Senator Fischer: Fromyour coments, | would inmagine
t hat you woul d, then, be a strong advocate for providing
| srael with the defensive neans that they need?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | am

Senator Fischer: Thank you very nuch.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer.

Now, via Webex, let ne recognize Senator G IIi brand.
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Senator G llibrand: Thank you so nuch, M. Chairnan.

In recent years, Beijing has elevated the M ddl e East
strategic significance by building commercial ports in
Paki stan. They are begi nning another port project in
U A E, which was halted by U S. pressure.

W try and rely for the Persian Gulf for nearly half
Its energy supply. Do you view countering the expansion of
China's Belt and Road Initiative in the CENTCOM ar ea
responsibility as a fundanental priority?

General Kurilla: Senator, | do.

Ri ght now, 18 of 21 countries in the CENTCOM AOR have
si gned agreenents, strategic agreenments for Belt and Road
Initiatives with China. China has increased their spending
360 percent in the Mddle East. So, | believe it is of
great concern.

And what we have to do is expose their predatory
practices, where they treat every country as a client or a
custoner; where we deal in relationships and we are partners
and allies.

Senator G llibrand: So, how does countering China in
t he regi on bal ance agai nst sonme of our other
counterterrorismconmtnents with regi onal partners?

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe we can do bot h.

Senator Gllibrand: Reports |ast year energed that

Saudi Arabia purchased ballistic mssiles from China, while
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al so manufacturing its own ballistic weapons using Chinese
t echnol ogy.

Are you concerned that China is forging technol ogi cal
rel ati onships with countries, such as Saudi Arabia, to
further enhance the ballistic mssile capabilities of

regi onal actors; also, do you have a broader concern that

our traditional allies in CENTCOM should be shifting towards

China as we potentially focus on other regions across the
gl obal ?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | amvery concerned wth
China's mlitary involvenent, as well as, in ternms of these
agreenents. Three of the top purchasers of their UAVs are
out of the Mddle East. The technol ogi cal agreenents they
have with Huawei; five nmajor Mddle Eastern countries have
al so cone into agreenents with them so | amvery concerned
with that.

Senator G llibrand: And you wll give us any gui dance
to the extent you need additional resources or authorities
to address those concerns?

General Kurilla: Senator, | would not hesitate to do
t hat .

Senator G llibrand: Thank you.

A recent NDAA-directed RAND study pointed out numerous
shortcomngs in the DOD s investigation in response to

civilian casualties. It concluded a nunber of
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recommendations to inprove DOD s internal and external
process conducting tactical strikes. One specific issue
RAND hi ghlighted is the need for the Departnent of Defense
to better engage with non-governnental organizations to
devel op a better situational assessnent for civilian-
casualty incidents.

If confirmed, wll you continue to prioritize effective
Cl VCAS response within your conmand and do we have your
commtnent that CENTCOMw || inprove and regul ate and engage
with NGOs on this issue?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | do.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you.

My last question. As the mlitary shifts focus to
great power conpetition, lowintensity conflicts in the
M ddl e East may | ose significant resources.

Can you di scuss how forced-pl anning concepts, I|ike
dynam c force enploynent, that is the ability to rapidly
shift key US. mlitary assets fromone theater to the
other, will allowthe US. to divert resources from CENTCOMV
to neet the chall enges faced by near-peer conpetitors, if
necessary.

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, that is going to have to be
-- if confirnmed, | would have to nmake an assessnent of the
| npact of those DFEs. The challenge with counterterrorism

efforts are that they do take tine to devel op the targets;
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Dynam ¢ Force

2  Enploynent could cone in for a finish, potentially, but,

3 really, the effort goes into the findings and the fixing.

4 Senator GIllibrand: GCkay. Well, thank you so nuch
5 And t hank you, M. Chairman.
6 General Kurilla: Senator, thank you for your support

7 for 10th Mountain up in Fort Drum part of 18th Airborne

8 Cor ps.

9 Senator GIllibrand: M pleasure and privil ege.

10 Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator G| 1i brand.

11 Now, |et me recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Rounds.

12 Senator Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman.

13 General Kurilla, first of all, | did enjoy our visit in

14 ny office and |

can share with you that

do believe that

15 you are the right man for the job right now, and I | ook

16 forward to supporting your nomni nation.

17 Il would like to explore a little bit along the lines

18 that Senator Fischer began, with regard to the "over the

19  horizon" capabil

ities. | think this is sonething that we

20 have got to be able to explain in terns of the chall enges

21 here a little bi

t better.

22 One itemthat we tal ked about was literally the nunber

23 of units necessary to maintain surveillance over a

24  particul ar area.

Wul d you just take a mnute or so and

25 diveinalittle bit deeper with regards to the chal |l enges
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of "over the horizon" capabilities that we face with regard
t o Af ghani st an.

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

So, just using an M} 9 Reaper as an exanple, you have
the normal ones with an extended range can go up to 30 hours
of endurance. |If it is taking you 10 hours to get to a
target and 10 hours to fly back, to be able to keep a single
sensor over that target, you are going to have to have two
and a half MQJ9s; one taking off every 10 hours, to be able
to be over the target for just one sensor to be able to
devel op that target.

I n Af ghani stan, when we were doi ng operations,
sonetines | would have up to 12 sensors on a target to be
able to follow individuals, develop the target.

And it is also used in civilian-casualty mtigation,
because you are watching all the approaches to that target
when you are taking a strike. So, it can be very resource
I nt ensi ve.

Senator Rounds: | think that is the critical part
here, is when we tal k about "over the horizon" capabilities,
it is extrenely equi pnent intensive and it will take a huge
amount of resources in order to be successful in the
Af ghani stan regi on.

Your background is one of devel opi ng and novi ng ahead

with regard to technologies. Wth regard to the 18th
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Ai rborne Corps, would you share a little bit about the
chal | enges that you found in terns of bringing in and using
t he newest technol ogy, including the threats of
cybersecurity or cyberattacks, what you found you needed to
do in order to keep the teamup to speed, and talk just a
little bit about with regard to artificial intelligence; the
fact that this is not sonmething in the future, but rather,
sonet hing that we are faced with right now.

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe it is the next
revolution in mlitary affairs.

| find the biggest challenge is actually the data
literacy and the education of our current force, and
particularly, with kind of the ol der generation of us. It
Is really our younger generation does get a |ot of this.

The chal |l enge you have is being able to, then, take
this, and how do you fight with artificial intelligence.
What we have discovered is that the human nust be in the
| oop. An individual human augnented by artificial
intelligence is far nore effective than just artificial
intelligence on its own right now.

We do these quarterly exercises called "Scarl et
Dragon." Every quarter, we wll bring in all six services
and we go through the process of how can we increase the
scal e and scope of targeting against a near-peer in a |large-

scal e conbat operation. And we have found that we were able
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to exponentially increase that capability to sort through

hundreds of targets, to pick the right targets, to be able
to strike noving at machine to nmachine, and directly to an
aircraft.

Senator Rounds: Tell us howto integrate that with
regard to the AOR that you are going to be responsible for.
You now have Israel as a part of this AOR They are an
ally. They have significant capabilities.

As you nove forward, do you see sone real opportunities
here to coordinate with Israel with regard to cybersecurity,
Al, and sort of, in an integrated defense progranf

General Kurilla: Senator, | think there are trenendous
opportunities to partner with, not just Israel, but with all
the partners in the region, in terns of that.

Senator Rounds: Can you talk a little bit about, with
regard to Iran, the threats that you see with regard to
cybersecurity threats emanating fromlran.

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, Iran has a very capabl e
of fensi ve cyber capability. W see that playing out in the
CENTCOM region right now. So, | think the areas that we can
work on is hardening our cyber defenses of our partners in
t he region.

Senator Rounds: They tal k about Iran having access to
ransommvar e and, as such, since it is normally used by
crimnals, it is one way in which they can, perhaps, hide
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some of their activities.

Wul d you agree that Iran is a threat, with regard to
ransomnvare at this tinme?

General Kurilla: Senator, | do agree.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

M. Chairman, | yield back ny 10 seconds.

Thank you, sir.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Rounds.

Now, | et me recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairnman.

First, | want to conplinent our colleague Senator
Gllibrand; | thought her questions on China and China's
growi ng influence in the region were very perceptive and
| nportant, and sonmething that we often don't think nmuch
about .

CGeneral, it is hard to ever utter the phrase
"cooperation" and "Taliban" in the sane sentence, but we
have a comon eneny in | SIS-K. The Taliban doesn't |ike
them We don't like them They are a danger to us. They
are a danger to them

Is there an opportunity for devel oping a kind of,
conpartnented relationship, if you will, wth the Taliban,
with regard to I SI S-K?

We are able, we have been able to use the ALoC through

Paki stan for | SR, but there has been no kinetic strike yet
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and there is sonme question as to what effect that would have
on the relationship to the Taliban and Paki st an.

The short questionis, is there roomfor sone
relationship with the Taliban that could help us, and help
them wth the problemof |SIS K?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, if confirned, that is an
area that | would have to do a deep study on, but | do
think, in ny personal opinion, there are pragmatic instances
where we could cone together, going after |1SIS K, based on
the threat to the honel and.

Senator King: Well, | would hope so, because as they
say, the old saying is that the eneny of ny eneny is ny
friend. So, there may be an opportunity there to deal with
the threat of I1SIS-K, which | think is very significant and
gr ow ng.

How do we assist with the humanitarian crisis in
Af ghani stan, without, at the sane tine, assisting the
Tal i ban? Are there avenues to provide support that we can
avail ourselves of that don't shore up the Taliban regine?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | believe the npbst inportant
thing would be to make sure that it is transparent and it
does not fall into the hands of the Taliban and is used as
a, that they can weaponize it. | think an opportunity
potentially exists wwth the U N food program They are a

very transparent and accountabl e organi zation. To be able
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to provide funding of relief, I also think working with
Paki stan, they have a shared interest in that because of the
ref ugees com ng out of Afghanistan right now into Paki stan.

Senator King: Mwving to Iraqg, there appears in recent
years, or in the recent, |ast year or so, a decline of
Iran's influence in Iraqg with Sadr and with sone of the
mlitias.

How do you assess the situation in lraq; is there an
opportunity for us to | eave there or should we have to
mai ntain a presence in order to offset Iran's influence?

General Kurilla: Senator, we are in Iraq right now for
the enduring defeat of ISIS and to maintain our strategic
relationship with the Governnent of Iraq. | think that the
partnership that we have wth themon the enduring defeat of
ISISis very inmportant. The lraqi Security Forces do have a
very capable force, but it is not, it can still grow and
needs to develop so that it is self-sustaining for being
able to go after |ISIS.

Senator King: And as you nentioned earlier, one of our
key allies there are the Iraqgi Kurds, which have been
reliable and capable allies throughout this entire process
in the Mddle East.

General Kurilla: Senator, | have worked a lot with the
Kurds and they are a very capable and reliable partner.

Senator King: How do you assess the addition of
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| srael, the noving of Israel fromEUCOMto CENTCOMin terns
of your job and the ability to deal wwth the Mddle East as
a coherent entity?

General Kurilla: Senator, | think there is significant
opportunity with the addition of Israel. It starts with the
Abr aham Accords, the normalization of relationships between
| srael and Arab nations. W have both, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emrates, and that has caused themto start
tal king. And when you are tal king, you are |lowering the
tenperature in the room There is talk of security
cooperation, as well, and | think that is only a good thing.

Senator King: Finally, in your mlitary judgnent, we
have been havi ng di scussi ons about the JCPQOA and whether to
re-enter, and everybody is commtted to Iran not achieving a
nucl ear weapon. |In the absence of diplomacy or sone kind of
enforceabl e agreenent, what are the mlitary options,
realistically, for elimnating Iran's nucl ear capability?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, ny current job, | am not
aware of the current mlitary options. M only concern
woul d be that you can never take away the intellectual
knowl edge that they have on how to increase their nuclear
capability and then the reaction that Iran woul d have of any
strike on them

[ Pause. |

Chai rman Reed: Senator King, we cannot hear you and
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your tinme has expired. So, with your permssion, let ne
recogni ze Senator Cotton. Thank you.

Senator Cotton: Ceneral, welcone to the commttee and
congratul ati ons on your nomnation. It is a very inportant
post in the long and illustrious posts that you have held
over your distinguished career. Thank you for your service
to our nation.

We have had a ot of talk about Iran this norning in
the commttee, in part, because lIran is the worst country in
your region. They are the world's worst sponsor for state
terrorism They are behind al nost every proxy war in the
region, to say nothing of what they are doing in trying to
obtai n nucl ear weapons.

If it becones clear that Iran is actively pursuing a
nucl ear weapon, does Central Conmand have the resources
necessary, should the Commander in Chief, President Biden,
direct a mlitary strike against Iran?

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirmed, I would have
to | ook at the mi ssion and the resources required and |
woul d conme back to the chairman and the secretary if
addi ti onal resources were required.

Senator Cotton: Can you commt that you will do that
and that you will give your best professional mlitary
j udgnent about what resources would be needed to carry out

such a m ssi on?

47
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CGeneral Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Senator Cotton: Senator King just spoke about Iran
getting a nucl ear weapon and how we all think that Iran
shoul d not have a nucl ear weapon, and that is what President
Qbanma frequently said in 2015, in defending the nuclear
deal, that Iran, that he would not allow Iran to obtain the
bonmb. | think President Biden just said sonething simlar.

That | eaves open the possibility that we would all ow
Iran to get right up to the threshold of getting a nucl ear
weapon; the proverbial turn of the screwdriver, if you wll,
the way a country like Japan is today. | nean, people worry
about Japan being one step away from a nucl ear weapon
because Japan is not run by a bunch of crazed theocrats.

It may be one thing to say the United States could |ive
with an Iran that is one turn of the screwdriver away from
getting a nuclear weapon. Can a country like Israel live
under those circunstances, though, or what about Saudi
Arabia or the other Arab nations in the region?

General Kurilla: Senator, ny concern would be Iran
bei ng a nuclear threshold state, that it could be very
destabilizing to the region and cause others to attenpt to
wor k on their defense.

Senator Cotton: But even if they don't have a nucl ear
weapon and don't have a denonstrated capability, if they are

sinmply a nuclear threshold state, it woul d enbol den t hem

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

49

that rmuch nore; that is your point?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Senator Cotton: Yeah. | think you are right about
t hat .

One incredi bly enbol dened action | have seen over the
| ast couple of nonths is that Iran's proxies in Yenmen are
firing ballistic mssiles and one-way drones into the
Emrates and sone of those are attacki ng bases where we have
American troops.

What do you nake of this incredibly provocative and
escal atory action com ng out of Iran's Yeneni proxies?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator that is an exanple of Iranian
mal i gn behavi or and aggressi ve behavior fromtheir proxies
in the region.

Senator Cotton: Wiy do you think, so, they have been
doing that to Saudi Arabia, in Southwestern and Western
Saudi Arabia for a few years, why do you think in the | ast
coupl e of nonths, those proxies in Yenen are now firing
those mssiles or drones all the way into the Emrates?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, ny personal opinion is part
of that is because of the advances of the G ants Brigade
down in Yenen took back areas |ike al-Shabwa Province from
the Houthis, and that is their reaction back to the U A E.

But I would have to have, if confirnmed, do a deeper

study on that.
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Senator Cotton: What would you do if you were sitting
I n Abu Dhabi and you had m ssiles and drones flying into
your territory, just sort of hitting your bases or hitting
t he Burj Khalifa?

General Kurilla: Senator, if | amthe CENTCOM
commander with forces there, | would use the Patriots and
THAAD Systens that we have in the theater to shoot them
down.

Senator Cotton: Do you think we currently have enough
of those systens in the region to protect, not only our
allies, but in this case, again, it was our troops; our
troops at bases in the Emrates?

General Kurilla: Senator, | think that one of the
advances that we can | ook at doing is increasing the
integrated air and mssile defense in the region of our
partners and allies to contribute to make sure that they are
all integrated.

Senator Cotton: | nean, based on the threat we have
seen com ng out of Yenen in these |ast couple nonths, |
think it is going to be one of the nbost urgent priorities
you face; both nmaking sure we have the resources we need,
but also working with our partners to help them

Because | don't think, as Iran is enbol dened, | don't
think this threat is going to increase; | think it is only

going to increase. Again, we are just tal king about it
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com ng out of Yenen, not other places, where they are
supplying proxies with simlar mssiles or drones.

One final point. | kind of get irritated when | see
reports about the F-22s and F-35s bonbi ng i nsurgencies or,
you know, in 2017, | think we bonbed a drug factory with an
F-22.

Can we do a better job about not using advanced fifth-
generation aircraft to bonb lowthreat first-generation
targets?

General Kurilla: Senator, as a mlitary person, if
that is the only asset available, | would use that asset.

Senator Cotton: | got that. | would like to see
better asset-planning, though, so those aircraft are
directed towards countries |like China with advanced air
defenses and fifth-generation fighters, thenselves, and
ol der-generation aircraft are directed against ISIS and al
Qaeda.

General Kurilla: Certainly.

Senator Cotton: One final question. There has also
been a |l ot of talk about the "over the horizon" strike
capacity in Afghanistan. | think that woul d be better
termed "over the rainbow' strike capacity.

How can we possibly be striking into Afghanistan
wi t hout intelligence on the ground and when we are

conpl etely behol den to Pakistan for giving access to their
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airspace; it is a big problem isn't it?

General Kurilla: Senator, it is a challenge.

Senator Cotton: Al right. Good luck trying to
conquer that challenge. W need you to.

CGeneral Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. Congratul ations, again.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Cotton.

Now, |et me recogni ze Senator Bl unenthal.

Senator Bl unenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman.

CGeneral, welcone to the commttee and thank you for
your services. Thanks to talking with nme the other day, as
we did on the phone, and answering ny questions, as
insightfully and forthrightly as you are doing here at the
commttee. And | look forward to visiting with you during
your service in CENTCOM

As you and | discussed, | amvery deeply concerned, in
fact, frustrated and even angry about the slow pace of the
evacuation of at-risk Afghanistan allies and, potentially,
Americans from Af ghani stan. W have been dwelling in this
comrittee hearing nostly on the use of Anerican power, our
mlitary power, but our credibility and power around the
wor | d depend on our keeping our word.

We have given our word to the translators and
Interpreters and guards and drivers and all the Afghans who

put their lives on the line to protect our troops and
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di pl omats during the 20 years of our engagenent there in
conbat, and | worry about our credibility around the world
and our credibility in the next struggle.

Two of ny sons have served. One was an infantry
officer, a Marine Corps officer in Afghanistan. It took him
2 years to bring over his interpreter. The other was a Navy
SEAL. And | just want to say how grateful | amto the
veterans groups for their support in the continuing effort
to enabl e those at-risk, Afghan allies to conme to this
country.

But | have been frustrated by, frankly, our State
Departnent's seemi ng reluctance to be as engaged as it
should be in this effort. And a nunber of us coll eagues
have joi ned, Senator G aham Senator Ernst, nyself, Senator
Cardin, in a neasure called "Honor Qur Commitnent," which
would try to enable nore of those at-risk, Afghan allies to
conme here.

Let ne ask you, what capacity do you think CENTCOM has
to facilitate the continued evacuation of the Afghan allies
who remain at risk in that country?

| know it is winter there, as it is here. The airport
has failings, but we are Anerica; we can fly in and out of
that airport. Can CENTCOM play a role in facilitating the
evacuation of those at-risk, Afghan allies, if asked to do
s0?
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General Kurilla: Senator, | believe we have a noral
obligation to help those at-risk Afghans to cone out of
Af ghani stan. If confirned, | commt to you to | ook at what
options are available to be able to assist in that
Departnment of State.

Senator Blunenthal: WIIl you conmt to cone back to
the commttee, | think it is inplied in your answer, with
such a plan and a description of the options and assets that
coul d be nmade avail abl e?

General Kurilla: Senator, | wll.

Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you.

Do you think that there is, there are necessary assets
in CENTCOM right now, if you know, to support that kind of
pl an?

General Kurilla: Senator, | would have to | ook at the
current mssions, if confirmed, | ook at the current m ssions
assigned to CENTCOM the resources allocated, and identify
the risks associ ated against all of those, if that
additional mssion is applied, what resources, and does that

pl ace others at risk, or go back for additional resourcing

for that.
Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you.
Well, | welcone your commtnent to come to us with a

pl an and description of the assets that could be nade

avail able, and if necessary, additional assets that would be
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requi red. Thank you.

Let ne ask you a final question. Wen we are talking
about defending against mssiles and our allies that need
t hose defenses, the Iron Done is one very reliable and
| nportant neans of |srael defending against its adversary's
mssiles. Wuld you agree that replenishnment of the Iron
Donme capacities of Israel is inportant to the security of
that country and potentially our own?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, you know, the U S. Arny just
got two Iron Done batteries that are going through testing
and evaluation and | believe it has had about a 90 percent
kill rate in terns of being able to knock down targets, but
| do think the Iron Done shoul d be funded.

Senator Blunenthal: And that it should be funded and
repl eni shed for |Israel, because, as you have absolutely
correctly observed, it is a very reliable, defensive,

enphasi ze def ensi ve, nmechani sm

General Kurilla: It is, Senator.
Senat or Bl unenthal: Thank you very nuch, Gener al
Good | uck.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senat or
Bl unment hal

Senat or Ernst, please?

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair.

CGeneral Kurilla, thank you so nuch for being here today
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and for your many, many years of service.

And to Mary Paige, and to your daughters, as well,

t hank you for the |love and support that you have given to
General Kurill a.

| amcom ng froma uni que perspective here, in that,
General Kurilla, | have had the opportunity to know you
better than 25 years, closer to 30, and | have had the
opportunity to watch your career and | am extrenely
I npressed with the path that you have chosen and has been
chosen for you. | amvery excited about your opportunity to
serve as our CENTCOM commander. And while you can't assune
confirmation, | absolutely can, because | will be
supporting.

We have tal ked about a nunber of issues today, and |
will associate with so many of ny colleagues in the threats
that we are seeing around the globe. China's influence in
CENTCOM Russia's influence in CENTCOM certainly, Iran, and
then you al so have all of the violent extrem st
organi zati ons on your plate, as well.

Senator Blunenthal's point, as far as those we have
| eft behind in Afghani stan, that remains heavy on ny heart,
as well. So many of us are working to find opportunities to
bring these fol ks out of Afghani stan and safely into,
whether it is third countries or into the United States.

So, | look forward to your partnership there.
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So, we have tal ked through so many of those issues, but
beyond being tactically proficient and sound at your craft,
whi ch you are, there are other things that conmanders do
need to be concerned about, and that is the health and
wel fare of their soldiers. And we all know and understand
in the SOF conmunity that hunmans are nore inportant than
hardware and you exhibited that in the 82nd Airborne with
focusing on nental health and brain health and the checkup
fromthe neck up.

And if you could talk a little bit about the inportance
of mental health and well -being of your sol diers and what
you will do to continue those types of novenents within
CENTCOM

General Kurilla: Senator, thank you.

Senator, one of the areas that we are trying to | ook at
right nowin terns of nmental health, we know that anytine a
sol di er does a permanent change of station, that is a very
hi gh-stress environnent, and so our nedical professionals do
a screening of, a full-evaluation screening of everyone
comng into Fort Bragg right now, regardless of the unit,
and we identify those that are either noderate or high-risk,
and they are able to talk to a nental health professiona
that day. Sonetines we can mss the transition from soneone
who is comng fromone installation to another.

And so, we start with there, and then we al so make sure
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that they have the availability of the nmental health
professionals. Additionally, we have an ongoing effort

ri ght now, whether you are an E1 Private or an 09 Lieutenant
General, that you nmust go get, talk to a behavioral health
speci alist annually, we do it for our teeth, annually,
because you never know what someone is going to say behind
cl osed doors. They mght be able to tal k about sone
chal | enges and issues they have, and if that saves one life,
then it is worth it. So, we are working through that right
NOW.

Senator Ernst: And by having every soldier and every
officer do that, do you feel that that takes away the stigma
of having those conversations?

General Kurilla: One hundred percent, Senator. Wen
t hey know that that individual has to go in behind there,
you never know what someone is going to say behind cl osed
doors. And if they know that | even have to go behind there
and talk to a behavioral health specialist that can only
hel p reduce the stignma.

Senator Ernst: Absolutely. | appreciate that and | ook
forward to working with you on those efforts, as well.

Again, there are so many chall enges that exi st across
the spectrum "Over the horizon," | know, as we spoke the
ot her day, you will go into the position, you know, you

know, | am assuming confirmation for you, but going into
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your position, you will do an assessnent and | believe that
you will, at sonme point, cone back to the commttee, and if
you need additional resources, you wll absolutely let us
know, is that correct?

General Kurilla: Yes, it is, Senator.

Senator Ernst: Okay. W look forward to that
di scussi on.

And, again, | amgoing to yield back the last 30
seconds, but, General Kurilla, | know that you have the
intestinal fortitude to nove quickly and easily into this
position. | wholly support your confirmtion.

God bl ess you. Thank you so much for your service to
our great United States.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst.

Senator Warren, please?

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And General Kurilla, welcone to you and your famly,

and congratul ati ons on your nom nati on.

| would like to focus on one of the topics that you and

| di scussed when we net |ast week: civilian casualties.
think everyone in this roomcan agree that U S mlitary
operations kill far too many civilians. 1In the past 2
decades, the United States has killed tens of thousands of

i nnocent peopl e, including hundreds of wonen and chil dren,
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across a half dozen countries in the Mddle East in the
Africa.

Now, we will |ikely never know the true nunbers, given
the difficulty of accurate reporting and the Pentagon's
failure to fully investigator reports of civilian harm
This has been the unfortunate reality of U S mlitary
operations, despite congressional oversight, despite dozens
of wat chdog groups raising the alarm and despite
docunenting the harm and despite DOD's own efforts and
attenpts at reform designed to inprove how it protects
civilians.

So, CGeneral, you have been nomnated to |l ead the United
States' mlitary operations in an AOR that has even the
lion's share of these casualties. Cvilian casualties,
obvi ously, they destroy the lives of those affected, and
that al one, is reason enough for reforns.

But, would you al so agree that these civilian
casualties harmour credibility abroad and fuel the very
I nsurgenci es that we are fighting against?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, they do.

Senator Warren: Good, | nean, that you recognize this.

Do you want to say nore about that?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, every civilian casualty is a
tragedy. | know there is a process right now down at

CENTCOM if confirmed, | would | ook to see how | can inprove
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upon that process.

Senator Warren: Well, you know, it is clear that we do
need refornms and | amglad that you want to focus on this.

But instead of tackling this problem head-on, the
Pent agon has repeatedly weakened accountability for civilian
casualties. Most recently, there was reporting from The New
York Tinmes that detailed a secretive U S. task force that
used | oopholes in the law to sidestep safeguards that were
designed to protect against civilian casualties. The Tines
al so found that DOD prematurely dism ssed nany civilian
casualty reports at the assessnent phase, w thout doing
basi ¢ due diligence, like internet searches or searches in
Ar abi c.

CGeneral, do you agree that any credi ble reports of
civilian casualties deserve the Pentagon's full attention
and thorough investigation?

General Kurilla: Senator, | do, and | think the
Secretary of Defense's new GCvilian Horm M tigation and
Response Pl an of action that he has asked to conme back in 90
days from 27 of January. |If confirned, | would |ook to be
able to participate in that to make the process better.

Senator Warren: Good. Well, | amglad to hear that
you are conmtted to a full investigation. W wll see what
happens with the reforns.

You know, it is clear that additional reforns are
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needed. | have ideas on that front. | amsure there are
others; | amnot al one on this.

So, let me just see, | know we have a report com ng
out, but, Ceneral, if confirnmed, wll you commt to
prioritizing reforns that will mtigate civilian casualties,

resulting fromU. S. operations and inproving accountability
and transparency at the Pentagon on this issue?

General Kurilla: Senator, | wll.

Senator Warren: Good. | really appreciate it,
General, and | want to say thank you.

You know, | have said it before, but it deserves
repeating: the systemis broken. W cannot accept the
deat hs of innocent civilians as just an unavoi dabl e cost of
warfare. It is long past tine that DOD addresses the harns
that US. mlitary operations have caused and i npl enment
meani ngful reforns that de-enphasize |ethal force and
prioritize civilian |ives.

| have al ready asked President Biden to incorporate
these ideals into his upcom ng counterterrorismreview, but,

General, if confirmed, | think you are going to have an

opportunity to set the standard to protecting i nnocent |ives

and actual ly inplenment sone real change here.
So, | look forward to working with you. | hope we can
make some inprovenents in this area. Thank you.

CGeneral Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.
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Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren.

Let ne recognize Senator Tillis, please.

Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CGeneral, thank you for being here. Congratul ations on
your nomination. | intend to support you, as well. | don't
ganble, but | do bet fromtine to tinme, and that is when |
am absolutely certain that | amgoing to wwnit. So, |I have
to agree with Senator Ernst; | have you will have strong
support fromthis commttee.

| have one, or a couple of guestions. One is within
your current area of responsibility, but do you believe the
decision to enploy elenents out of Fort Bragg to Pol and and
to GCermany was a w se decision froma reassurance
st andpoi nt ?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, the m ssion we were given
was to reassure our NATO allies and to detour Russian
aggressi on agai nst those NATO allies. So, we were depl oyi ng
el enments of the 18th Airborne Corps headquarters, the 82nd
Ai rborne Division, and other elenments of 18th Airborne Corps
to Pol and and Ger nany.

Senator Tillis: A question, | don't knowif it has
been asked before, but within your future area of
responsi bility, do you have any concerns at all with the

continued i npl enentation of the vacci ne nandate and
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readi ness of our troops' strength?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, | don't have any concerns
with that right now

Senator Tillis: | did have a question related to what
Senator Warren said, so just nore curiosity, | don't know
the answer to this, but do you have access to a body of
knowl edge that would say in the past years, that the United
St at es has been responsible for the killing of tens of
t housands of innocent civilians in this area of

responsibility?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | amnot aware of the exact
number .
Senator Tillis: It wwuld seemto ne that it would be

far less than that. And one question that | have about it,
at least in sone of the after-action reports that | have
seen, it appears as though ISIS, in particular, finds a way
to enbed itself in populations where they are putting maybe
sonme innocent lives in harms way, but do you agree that
that tends to be a tactic of theirs and we are doing
everything we can to be nore surgical in our approach to
t aki ng out bad actors, but recognizing that innocent
civilians are not sonething that our mlitary is in the
busi ness of trying to do?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | am in nmy past

experiences, | have seen these I1SIS, al Qaeda, Taliban do
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hi de anmong the popul ati on and we do our absolute best to try
and not harmcivilians.

Senator Tillis: WlIlIl, we can always get better, and I
do agree with sone of Senator Warren's comment about how do
we get better, but | also think that we have to recognize
that we are tal king about people, particularly in
Af ghani stan, where we are concerned with their
reconstitution, either ISIS or al Qaeda, now in a breeding
ground to, | think, potential attacks within that area of
responsibility and within the homnel and.

We heard public reports of 6 nonths to a year before we
could actually have a threat on U S. interests, either here
or abroad. W have to continue to take that fight to them
or they are going to take it to us.

Wul d you agree with that?

CGeneral Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

The timng, | would defer to the intelligence comunity
on the exact tine, because the conditions continue to
change.

Senator Tillis: | want to talk alittle bit about
I ran.

Are you famliar with the Abraham Accords
I npl enment ati on?

General Kurilla: Senator, | am

Senator Tillis: Do you think that is a footprint that
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we shoul d expand, and do you have any ideas on ot her
countries that should be in the pipeline?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | think it is a very good
t hi ng, because anytine we have countries that are talking,
it is lowering the tenperature in the room It also goes to
an economc growmh and it creates job gromh in sone of
t hese countries where you have a high | arge unenpl oynent in
sonme of these Arab countries.

Wth Bahrain and U A E., right now, as nenbers of the
Abr aham Accords, | think that is a very good thing. | would
defer to, you know, having to understand the reasonings
behi nd ot her countries, why they are not com ng forward
right now, but |I do think there are opportunities going
f orwar d.

Senator Tillis: You generally believe your job is
going to be easier or harder if we just pass a CR, rather
t han appropriate authorities?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, we need tinely, accurate,
predi ctabl e fundi ng.

Senator Tillis: \What sorts of capabilities do you
think you need, in addition to what you al ready have, for
our own forces, but also for our partners in the area of
responsibility?

General Kurilla: Senator, | can really only speak on

behal f of 18th Airborne Corps, but it does affect readiness.
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It can affect nodernization and it can affect quality of
life.

Senator Tillis: One other question, just in, or not a
guestion, just a reinforced point that was made by Senat or
Bl unenthal. The one thing that | hope when you nove into
this role that | would like to get feedback on, is the
extent to which CENTCOM can play a role in prioritizing
t hose who want to get out of Afghani stan.

We succeeded in getting several out, but it is only a
fraction of nearly 800 cases, that in North Carolina, alone,
that we are tracking. And | believe that your engagenent
and the interagency activities, to make sure that we are
prioritizing the nost at-risk and those who have had a
| ongst andi ng service as partners with the United States when
we were in Afghanistan, | think that that is a role that I
hope you will take seriously and assert because you have
I nsi ghts, you have background.

I have a |l ot of servicenenbers who are desperately
calling our office and | ooking to get folks out and | hope |
can get your commtnent on nmaking sure that you play an
active role in that.

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Senator Tillis: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, thank you for your support
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for Fort Bragg.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator Tillis.

Now, |let me recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Manchi n.

[ Pause. |

Chai rman Reed: Senator, you are tal king, but we cannot
hear you. W have a technical conplication.

[ Pause. ]

Chai rman Reed: No, we cannot hear you, Senator.

Do you want to recede for a nonent and fix it and we
will call on soneone el se?

We still cannot hear you, Senator, so let nme take the
prerogative of asking if we can fix that and let ne call on
Senator Sullivan.

Senator Sullivan: M. Chairman, can | pass for Senator
Cr aner ?

Chai rman Reed: Absolutely.

Senator Craner, please?

Senator Cranmer: Anything | can do to help. Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

Thank you, General, for your service and your
Wi llingness to step into this newrole. Congratulations. |
don't think you are going to have any trouble getting the
j ob.

You know, we have seen reports that the Houthi rebels

in Yenen are firing mssiles at U A E at A -Dhafra and
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there are sone North Dakota airnmen there, and these m ssiles
that they are firing, of course, were designed and they were
built in Iran.

Do you think the Houthis brought those mssiles from
Iran or did Iran donate themto the cause?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | believe that |Iran does
fund the mssiles that go into the Houthis --

Senator Craner: So, do we consider these attacks on
our airnmen to be Houthi attacks or Iranian attacks and,
ei ther way, do they demand a response, do you think?

General Kurilla: Senator, Iran funds the Houthis. The
Houthis were firing at the U A E | cannot say if they

definitively were firing at Anerican servi cenenbers goi ng

forward. | amnot aware of the intelligence behind it.
Senator Craner: Al right. | want to spend just a
m nute, because, and by the way, | associate nmyself with

several of ny coll eagues who have been aski ng about
Af ghani stan prioritizing this. | appreciate Senator Tillis'
request of a commtnent to do everything we can to
prioritize nore appropriately going forward and thank you
for all that.

So, | want to focus just for a mnute or 2 on mlitary
sales and to U A E. The Trunp adm nistration, as you know,
agreed to sell the U A E sonme F-35s, but in My, the Biden

adm ni stration, reportedly, put the sale on hold, due to

69

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

concerns about the U A E's relationship with China.

And | know these things are conplicated, and to be up
front, | amnore curious than | amcommtted to a position
on this, so | wuld really |ike your views and your
experti se.

What are the benefits of selling U A E sonme F-35s, in
your view, if there are sonme, and then, of course, the
opposite, what are the risks?

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe the benefits are
that you have a close partner that has a, it is a very
capabl e equi pnrent that serves as an offset to Iran.

Senator Craner: So, what is the downside and how can
we mtigate any risks?

General Kurilla: The downside is technology transfer
that could be | eaked. Can they safeguard the technol ogies,
as the F-35 is an exquisite piece of mlitary hardware?

Senator Craner: So, can we mtigate that, sonehow,
that concern? | share the concern, by the way.

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirmed, that would be
an area that | would have to make an assessnent on with the
State Departnment and others as they | ook at this.

Senator Craner: So, maybe just elaborate a little bit,
and, you know, your answers are very concise and good. |
appreciate that, but do countries like the U AE , or UAE

and other countries like them do they have nmany options for
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t hese ki nds of exquisite weapons systens and, particularly,
If the U S. refuses to sell then?

General Kurilla: O the F-35, no, but there are other
capabilities that | believe they have | ooked at in the
regi on and from ot her partners.

Senator Craner: \Well, | appreciate, again, the
efficiency of your answers. As | have said, | am curious.
| amtrying to gain ny own perspective based on a | ot of
ot her people's perspectives, but | have to say on bal ance, |
am concerned that we are allowing this relationship with the
U. A E. and the opportunities that it presents to slip away
If we don't ask nore questions of people |ike you.

And while | don't have a commtnent, | certainly |ean
nore toward trying to be the source of their exquisite
weapons systens, rather than sonebody el se, and hopeful |y,
we can nitigate.

Wth that, I will yield ny last mnute, M. Chairnman.
Thank you.

Thank You, General.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator Craner.

W have a technical issue with our coll eagues who are
trying to participate on Wbex, so we will recogni ze those
who are here in person.

Senator Sullivan, are you ready?

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
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General, congratulations. Thanks for your service. |
really think it has been exceptional. | fully intend to
support you.

As you and | discussed, | have ny own experience out in
the CENTCOM ACR. | was recalled to active-duty at the end
of 2004 and was there as a staff officer to General Abizaid
until the mddle of 2006; so a year and a hal f.

And have you had the opportunity to talk to General
Abi zai d or ot her CENTCOM conmmanders to get their advice,
prior to this hearing?

General Kurilla: Senator, pending confirmation, | plan
on talking to several of them

Senator Sullivan: Good. | would strongly recommend
that. General Abizaid, in ny view, he is one of the nost
strategic thinkers we have had in our mlitary in a |ong,
| ong tine.

One of the things that | w tnessed during that year and
a half, a huge concern was the proliferation of EFPs and,
you know, we were in lrag on a regular basis; General
Abi zaid was. | was with himduring that tinme and we saw
this proliferation starting in Basra and into Baghdad.

Can you describe very briefly what those were and what
t hey di d?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, an explosively forned

penetrator, or an EFP, had the capability to go through any
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of our mlitary vehicles that we had at the tinme. | |ost
several friends and soldiers fromthem
Senator Sullivan: So, you |ost soldiers under your

command to the EFPs?

General Kurill a: | have | ost soldiers to EFPs,
Senat or .
Senator Sullivan: So, | don't think this is

hi ghl i ght ed enough, General, but | amsorry that that
happened to you. In 2007, the then-Irani an anbassador to
the U N., Anbassador Zarif, who |ater becanme foreign
mnister, was quoted as saying, the Iranians did not provide
any EFPs to anybody, Iraqi, Shia mlitias, and that the U S
was |ying and fabricating evidence about that.

Who do we now know supplied Iraqgi Shia mlitias, these
EFPs that killed and wounded t housands of Americans?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, they cane fromlran.

Senator Sullivan: So, Zarif was clearly |lying?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Senator Sullivan: GCeneral, what do you think the
| rani ans | earned during that period? Wat is the estimte
t hat you have heard of how nany were killed and wounded; the
best and brightest, by the way, in our country, wth regard
to these EFPs that killed our soldiers, marines, airnen,
sai |l ors.

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | amnot sure of the exact

73

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

74

nunmber, but | believe it is around the nunber, sonewhere
around 400.

Senator Sullivan: Four hundred and several thousand
wounded, correct?

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Senator Sullivan: Wat do you think the Irani ans
| earned during that tine, as they were killing our troops?
Zarif was lying to the world and, yet, there didn't seemto
be any kind of retaliation fromthe United States.

General Kurilla: Senator, | amnot certain what they
| earned fromthat.

Senator Sullivan: Do you think it was good that there
was no retaliation at the tinme or we didn't make t hem pay
for the deaths of Anericans?

General Kurilla: Senator, | think we were fighting the
i nsurgency at the time. | can't presunme to understand what
the Iranians were thinking at the tine.

Senator Sullivan: Let ne, I wll just give you ny
sense. | think that they thought that they could kil
Americans with inmpunity and not pay a price. And, to the
contrary, the price that they were, they didn't pay, but
they were actually rewarded with the JCPOA. Secretary of
State John Kerry negotiated with Zarif; one of the nany
outrages, | think, under Kerry's tenure, to literally

negoti ate, al nost beconme buddies with him You saw this
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other thing that Kerry and Zarif were tal king a coupl e of
years ago where Kerry was providing what | ooked Iike
classified information; literally, the guy with American
bl ood on his hands to get the JCPOA

| talked to President Trunp about this a nunber of
times. Do you think that we were able to regain deterrence
after the United States killed the Quds Force | eader,

Sol ei mani ?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | do.

Senator Sullivan: D d you agree with that strike?

General Kurilla: Senator, | don't think anyone, any
adversary should be able to kill Americans with inpunity.

G ven the intelligence, at the tinme, | would have taken the
strike.

Senator Sullivan: So, if you are confirnmed, and | hope
you will be confirnmed, will you commt to this comrmittee to
work hard to keep that deterrence that | think we have
actually --

[ Audi o mal function].

Senator Sullivan: Mre specifically, if lran tries to,
or does kill Anericans, the way they have a history in the
past, doing that inpunity, would your advice to the
Presi dent be, nmake sure that there is retaliation, so they
pay the price?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | believe ny job is to
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provi de options.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And | wll have sone nore questions for the record.
Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Sullivan.
And we notice --

[ Audi o mal function].

Senator Peters.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Use a | ouder voice, so we can nake sure we are heard.

CGeneral, good to see you in person. W were have sone
technical difficulties, so | nade a run down here to be able
to ask these questions, personally, thank you for your
di sti ngui shed record of service to our country.

CGeneral, in Novenber, the Departnent of Defense stood
up the U S -Israel Operations Technol ogy Working G oup. It
was an initiative that | certainly have been chanpi oning for
the |ast few years and | believe that it is absolutely vital
that the U S. remain on the cutting edge of defense
t echnol ogy and devel opnent and working with the capabl e
allies, like Israel, is really paranount to that effort.

So, ny question for you, sir, is, could you discuss how
working in a collaborative fashion with CENTCOM al lies, |ike
| srael, on technol ogi cal devel opnent, could help the United

States, itself, stay at the forefront of defense innovation.
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General Kurilla: Senator, | believe |Israel has sone
very unique capabilities. They have a culture of innovation
in their country, so | do believe each country has sone
uni que capabilities and working with all of them can help
the United States.

Senator Peters: W have heard in the |ast few weeks
that the United States has announced plans to reroute $67
mllion of security assistance for the Lebanese Arned Forces
to support nenbers of the mlitary as Lebanon grapples with
a severe financial crisis.

Normal Iy, the aid package will include livelihood
support paynents that wll go directly to troops to help
t hem weat her the extrene economi c conditions being faced in
their country.

CGeneral, can you discuss what the U.S. can do to
support Lebanon during this time of political turnoil and,
nore broadly, why support of the Lebanese Arned Forces is
actually inportant to the U S. nationalisnf

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirmed, that is an
area that | would have to make an assessnment, but | do know
fromny past experience, our relationship with the Lebanese
Armed Forces, they are a nmulti-sect variant organi zations
t hat supports all of Lebanon and can act as a counterbal ance
to Hezbollah. They are an accountabl e organi zati on and any

mlitary aid that we provided during ny experience in the
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past, they were highly accountable for that.

Senator Peters: Ceneral, the past nonth, we have seen
conti nued escalation in the conflicts in Yenen wi th Hout hi
mlitias directly attacking the U A E and the Saudi-|ed
Coalition, continuing to pumrel the Yeneni people into
subm ssi on

What efforts have we been making to end this conflict
and to bring a close to the world's worst humanitarian
di saster that we have seen since Wrld War Il, so to this
time, we have not succeeded. Myving forward, what can the
U.S. and our allies do to bring about an end to the war,
which is now entering its eighth year?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, | don't believe there is any
mlitary solution for Yenen. There should be a negoti ated
settlenent. | believe in supporting the U N and our own
speci al envoy for Yenen.

Senator Peters: Thank you for your answers.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator Peters.

Senator Scott, please?

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairnman.

General, thanks for your service and thanks for being
here with us.

What | essons woul d you draw from policy and conti nued

positions leading up to the deadly wi thdrawal of U S. troops
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from Af ghani stan and how woul d you apply themif you are
confirmed to | ead CENTCOM?

CGeneral Kurilla: So, Senator, | know, and | appl aud
t he Congress on the war conmmi ssion that they are doing to
identify the big | essons | earned, strategically, over the
| ast 20 years. | believe the Secretary of Defense right now
al so has an after-action revi ew ongoi ng.

If confirmed, as the CENTCOM commander, that is an area
that I will go and assess those | essons | earned and ensure
that we apply them Mich like we have in the mlitary since
| was a second |ieutenant, we, after every operation, we did
an after-action review to say what can we get better, but we
must learn fromit.

Senator Scott: General, under what circunstances would
you be advising to cooperate mlitarily with the Taliban?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | think areas that woul d
have to be a pragmatic approach. |f there was a threat to
the honeland fromISIS-K, which they are a rival, there is
potentially an area there. And | also think on the
humani tarian crisis that is ongoing, |look at ways that we
can get the humanitarian relief to the people of Afghanistan
that need it, and maybe not necessarily through the Tali ban,
but they would have to facilitate it, perhaps, through the
Worl d Food Progranme, perhaps through Pakistan or others.

Senator Scott: Wat is your view of the --
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Voi ce: Your mc, please, sir.

Voice: It should be working.

Senator Scott: Is it working now?

Voi ce: Yeah.

Senator Scott: Ah, that is better.

kay, what is your view of Israel's inclusion in
CENTCOM and where do you see new opportunities to expand the
cooperation between |Israel and our other regional partners?

General Kurilla: Senator, | think there is significant
opportunities with Israel's inclusion into the CENTCOM ACR
It starts with the Abraham Accords and the normalization of
rel ati onshi ps between several of the countries in the AOR
| think there are opportunities for others, but those are
I ndi vi dual deci si ons based on that.

There are areas of security cooperation between |srael
and other countries; particularly, in air and mssile
defense, and ot her security areas.

Senator Scott: Thank you.

What do you see, what do you think China's strategy in
the Mddle East is and so howis that conpletely different
t han ours?

General Kurilla: So, Senator, China has econom c
i nterests and influence that they are looking to gain in the
M ddl e East and the CENTCOM region. They have a Belt and

Road Initiative agreenents with 18 of the 21 countries in
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CENTCOM They have increased their spending in the Mddle
East by 360 percent over the | ast year.

I think what we need to do is show their predatory
nature of these agreenments. They treat every country as if
they are a client or a custoner, where we deal in
rel ati onships and we treat themas allies and partners.

Senator Scott: And what would you, what do you think

we ought to be doing to counter that?

General Kurilla: | think we strengthen those
partnerships and allies to show themthat we are still there
for them

Senator Scott: Do you think that takes noney?

General Kurilla: It think it takes noney. | think it
takes a presence. | think it takes engagenents.

Senator Scott: Al right. Thank you.

Thank you, Chairman.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Scott.

Now, |et me recogni ze Senator Kai ne, please.

Senator Kaine: General Kurilla, thank you, and
congratul ati ons on your nomnation. | |look forward to
supporting you.

Just to state sone facts at the outset that | don't
t hi nk have gotten enough attention, and this is, by the way,

a thank you to the Anmerican mlitary regarding the
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evacuation of Afghans. The United States nmilitary, in a
very difficult environnent, evacuated about 125, 000 Af ghans;
50,000 or so to third countries, nostly in the region,
76,000 to the United States.

O the 76,000 Afghans who had been evacuated to the
United States, nost canme into Virginia Dulles Airport or
into the Philadelphia Airport. | visited famlies at the
Dul | es Expo Center right near the airport as they were
arriving, and then they were transitioned to eight mlitary
bases around the country; all of these heavily supported by
the DOD. Three of the bases were in Virginia.

As of today, 68,000 of the 76,000 Afghans have been
resettled in comunities across the United States with a
mul ti-governnment, nulti-agency effort; DOD, DHS, now the
| ead agency. NGO is participating in a significant way so
t hat Af ghans can begin a new chapter of |life in the United
St at es.

| visited with Afghan famlies at each of the three
bases in Virginia: Quantico, Fort Lee, and Fort Pickett.
Al those bases are now returned to their normal military
operations and there are no nore Afghans there. Last week,
the DOD indicated that the remaining 8, 000 Af ghans woul d be
resettled, likely by the mddle part of this nonth.

It has been an incredible effort to bring 76, 000

Af ghans here. In ny visits with them they express fear and
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anxi ety, obviously, about the future and about the fate of

| oved ones in Afghanistan, but al so deep, deep appreciation
to the United States, to the US mlitary, to the
opportunity that they are being afforded here to begin a new
life, that is a safer life than the one they left.

The burden is still on our shoul ders, though, to make
sure that this resettlenent of Afghans in the United States
I s successful. Mst of the Afghans in the United States are
under a 2-year humanitarian parole that expires at the end
of 2 years fromtheir arrival here.

M. Chair, it is nmy hope that as we get into the NDA
di scussion, nuch, as in the past, the commttee has grappl ed
with SIV issues for Afghans who have worked in tandemwth
the US mlitary. The commttee m ght explore what we
could do with respect to the humanitarian parolees in the
United States. W talked about this yesterday. These
matters are in the jurisdiction of the Judiciary Commttee,
but it has been common for the Arned Services Committee to
grapple with SIV issues to support our Afghan partners, and
| woul d hope we woul d expl ore ways we coul d be of
assi st ance.

But the scale of the effort both, on the ground in
Af ghani stan, tragically leading to the death of 13 troops,
the injury of another four or five dozen U S. troops, and

the deaths and injuries of hundreds of Afghans, you know, |
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don't like to say that | can inprove upon scripture, but a
powerful line in scripture is, greater |ove hath no man
this, that he would lay down his life for his friends.

| can inprove on that. It is greater love to |ay down
your |ife for someone you don't even know. And the fact
that our 13 troops tragically lost their lives, but in doing
so, paved the way for 125,000 people to experience freedom
and nore security is a powerful thing and we will never
forget their sacrifice.

I want to ask you this question, does the United States
have mlitary forces in lraqg right now purely to assist the
I ragi Governnent in the ongoing m ssion to nmake sure that
| SIS is defeated?

General Kurilla: Senator, they do.

Senator Kaine: And in your view, is the Governnent of
Iraq, a strong security partner of the United States in this
m ssi on?

Ceneral Kurilla: Senator, the Iraqi Security Forces
are a very strong partner in this. The Governnment of Iraq
currently is formng after Miugtada al - Sadr gai ned the
plurality of the last vote.

Senator Kaine: |Is the United States at work with Iraq?

General Kurilla: No, sir.

Senator Kaine: | would renew ny request to ny

col | eagues that the war authorization agai nst the Governnent
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of Irag, two of them actually, one passed in 1991 and one
passed in 2002, be repeal ed, since they are now a security
partner and we are not at war with them

The last thing | will say, General, | would just
encourage along the lines that Senator Peters asked,
attention to the situation in Lebanon. The Lebanese Arned
Forces has been a reliable partner for the United States and
that is great. | think npost accounts of Lebanon suggests
that it is close to being on the verge of a collapsing state
and that poses such significant danger in the region to
| srael, to the Lebanese popul ation, to other neighbors. The
Armed Forces may be the one institution in that country
where we can be a strong partner with other aspects of the
Governnent, in or near collapse. Attention from CENTCOMto
that inmportant historical partner is sonmething |I would urge.

| appreciate your service.

And, M. Chair, | yield back.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Kai ne.

Did you have a comment ?

General Kurilla: No, | was just going to thank the
Senator for his support for our three bases and the 18th
Airborne Corps soldiers on up in Virginia: Fort Lee, Fort
Eustis, and Fort Story.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, sir.
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Let me recogni ze Senator Bl ackburn, please.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And General, welcone. Wlcone to you and your famly
and thank you for the tinme that you spent visiting with ne
| ast week; | really do appreciate that.

And we di scussed China and how they are focused on
getting custoners and clients and the U S. is focused on
allies and relationships in the region. And | would like
for you to expand a little bit on how you are going to push
back on China, particularly, as we discussed |ast week, with
cyber and Al, how you are going to be able to do nore with
| ess and what new capabilities are on your tick list for
what you need to counter what Beijing and Moscow are doi ng.

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirmed, again, | would
have to nmake an assessnent of each of the countries and the
area and the relationships and the inroads that China has
made i nto each one of those countries and each one, | think,
woul d be i ndividualized based on that.

Exposi ng the predatory nature of their lending is a big
part of that. | amconcerned with the inroads that Huawei
has made into several of the countries as they |look to do
their infrastructure and we know the security concerns
associ ated with that.

Senator Bl ackburn: | appreciate that and | appreciate

your conments about the 18 of the 21 countries and CENTCOM
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have done a BRI agreenent wi th China.

And talk a little bit about where you see that belt and
road ending in mlitary fusion and how that affects the task
in front of you, if confirned.

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | believe right now, for
China is the economc in the CENTCOM regi on, although, they
do have their | argest base outside of China in DOibouti,
which is just across the GQulf of Aden, south of Yenen, and
It is at a strategic choke point by the Bab-el -Mandeb, so
that is very concerning. It allows themto do nmi ntenance
on some of their vessels while they are overseas.

And ny concern woul d be any expansion of that into the
CENTCOM AOR, if confirned.

Senator Bl ackburn: And | have had the opportunity to
visit our facilities and our presence in Djibouti, and it is
of trenendous concern to nme, as you see how China is trying
to expand into that region. W have tal ked a good bit this
nor ni ng about Afghanistan and this commttee has put a good
bit of attention on that.

And | want to conme back and kind of finish off a couple
of questions that have been presented to you. Are there any
I nstances where you think we should be sharing intel with
the Taliban, and if that is done, would you commt to
informng us, even if it is in a classified setting, that

t hat has occurred?
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General Kurilla: Senator, |ooking at the specific
I nstances, | think it is a case-by-case basis, based on that
with the Taliban and I will commt to sharing incidences
with both, I will share it with the chairmn and the
oversight commttees and the Secretary of Defense.

Senat or Bl ackburn: For those of us on this commttee,
we have continued to | ook at what happened in Afghani stan
and for people like ne that represent a mpjor mlitary post,
and so many of our Tennesseeans are with Fort Canpbell or
they are posted at Fort Canpbell or they have served, and to
see how this has, howit took place, the debacle that it
becane, has been of trenendous concern.

One other thing on that, with the Tali ban takeover
there in Afghani stan, how do you assess Pakistan's role in
supporting the Taliban in Afghani stan and what is your
assessnent of how they are working to hel p get people that
we are trying to get out of Afghanistan, how they are
getting them out.

General Kurilla: Well, Senator, first off, thank you
for your support for the 101lst Airborne Division at Fort
Canmpbel I, one of our 18th Airborne Corps units.

Senator, | amnot aware right now of what Pakistan is
doing in ny current role to assist in getting out. | think
that is an area that we could potentially work w th Pakistan

on. | think they are concerned about the regional stability
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in the area and the violent extrem st organi zations inside
of Afghani stan. The Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan, the TPP, is
a very violent organization that has done, killed tens of

t housands of Pakistanis, so they have a vested interest and
a security interest with us on that, as well as the

humani tarian crisis inside of Afghanistan.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you for your service and
t hank you for being here with us today to answer the
guesti ons.

CGeneral Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bl ackburn.

Now, via Webex, let nme recogni ze Senator Manchi n,
pl ease.

Senator Manchin: Can you hear ne, M. Chairnman?

Chai rman Reed: | can hear you, Senator

Senator Manchin: Thank you very nuch.

Ceneral Kurilla, first of all, thank you for your
service and thank you for your attenpt to continue to
service and we appreciate it very nuch.

Let me just ask you this. 1SISremins a threat in
Syria, as we all know, and nost of its activity is focused
on re-establishing networks, assassinating and intimdating
| ocal | eaders and Security Forces and extending its

i nfluences in rural areas throughout Eastern Syria and Irag.
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So, ny question to you will be, do you assess that the
February 3 killing of ISIS |eader Quraishi gave a
significant blowto ISIS and the regi on and how do you pl an
to capitalize on the |ack of |eadership, if it did, really,
truly break up their network?

General Kurilla: Senator, anytine a | eader of any
terrorist organization is taken out, it causes the
| eadership to have to figure out who will take over. It
generally, tenporarily, sets themback. It depends on the
capability of that |eader that was in charge. But then,
what it does, is al so exposes that network as they
comuni cate and try and find the next | eader to repl ace
them and that provides opportunities.

Senat or Manchin: So, the intel, the opportunity of

intel right nowis probably a prem unf?

CGeneral Kurilla: It is, Senator.
Senator Manchin: Let ne say this. | want to also tel
you, sir, | appreciate so much the efforts that you all have

made to protect all civilians and we truly do. But we al so
know, | think Senator Tillis on both points, and Senat or
VWarren, who is concerned, and we are all concerned, and
Senator Tillis identifying that, basically, they enbed

t henselves in. So, we know your job is difficult. W
synpat hi ze, but, also, we cannot allow these terrorist to go

unchecked or undeterred, that is for sure.
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In the past, counting violent extrene groups with al
Qaeda and the Islamc State was the top national security;
both of which are critical challenges to the CENTCOM ar ea of
responsibility for decades.

How do you assess the shift in resources, if China and
Russia right now are taking the forefront in nationa
security challenges facing the United States, that shift in
resources woul d affect CENTCOM?

General Kurilla: Senator, | will have to | ook at the
m ssions; if confirnmed, |look at the mi ssions assigned to
CENTCOM the resources allocated, and the risks associ at ed
with each of those m ssions, and | ook at ways to mtigate
that risk. One of the ways is partially through
partnerships and allies that can nmake up sonme of that
mtigation, and al so through technol ogy going forward.

But then | would cone back to both, the chairman, and
the Secretary of Defense, and informthis commttee of any
addi ti onal resources required.

Senator Manchin: Let ne ask if you have any know edge
of the validity that China's tal king points of partnering
with the Taliban in Afghanistan, and if so, how are we goi ng
to counter that?

General Kurilla: Senator, | know that the Taliban has
reached out to China. That was an open source, but, if

confirmed, that is an area that I will have to nake a deep
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assessnent of.

Senator Manchin: And, sir, national operations with
CENTCOM in West Virginia, the National Guard al ready has a
strong connection with Qatar through our State Partnership
Program | think it was one of the first in the Mddle
East, and it mght still be the only one. | amnot sure.

We also had nultiple units rotate to the M ddl e East
t hroughout our wars w th both, Afghanistan and Iraq.
Additionally, they were 50 percent of the total force of C
130s operated by Reserve conponent units and we have a | arge
contingency of that also in Wst Virginia.

Can you tell me how do you think, strategically, when
enpl oyed, National Guard units in your area of
responsibility.

General Kurilla: Senator, | am observed, as the
CENTCOM Chi ef of Staff, that our National Guard and our
Reserve provide trenendous capability into the AOR and can
al so help offset the inpact on the active-duty force, as
wel | .

Senator Manchin: So, in your planning and operations
and defense and things of that, and security, you are using
National Guard and their abilities, as basically, wth your
own forces?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, we have used the Nationa

Guard in all of ny experience in the Mddle East.
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Senator Manchin: Well, let nme say thank you. |
appreciate very nuch.

And | yield back ny tine.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Mnchin.

Now, |et me recogni ze Senator Haw ey, please.

Senator Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Ceneral, congratul ations on your nom nation. Thank you
for being here.

Let me ask you about disturbing reports in the
Washi ngt on Post today. The headline is, Docunents Reveal
US Mlitary's Frustration Wth Wite House D pl omats Over
Af ghani stan Evacuati on.

The Washi ngt on Post has been able to see a 2,000 page
Arny investigative report. This commttee has not been able
to see that report. It has not, | don't think, been nade
public. The Post has it. Their reporting today begins this
way: senior White House and State Departnment officials
failed to grasp the Taliban's steady advance on
Af ghani stan's capital and resisted efforts by U S. mlitary
| eaders to prepare the evacuation of enbassy personnel and
allies weeks, weeks before Kabul's fall, placing Anerican
troops ordered to carry out the withdrawal in greater
danger, according to sworn testinony frommultiple

commanders involved in the operation.
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General Farrell Sullivan goes on to say in his sworn
testinmony, in ny opinion, the National Security Council to
the White House was not seriously planning for an
evacuati on.

Now, this report is disturbing for all kinds of
reasons, not the least of which is it seens to directly
contradict testinony that this commttee has heard from
anong others, CGeneral MIley, who had said that there was no
way to have planned for or have anticipated the fall of
Kabul . There was no way to have anticipated that anything
i ke this woul d happen.

And, in fact, what the Arny report seens to say is that
mlitary conmanders repeatedly and for weeks, if not nonths,
war ned the Wi te House and ot her | eadership that sonething
like this was imm nently foreseeable, there needed to be
action taken, and the Wite House and the State Departnent
di d not hi ng.

Here is ny question to you, | understand this norning
that, now, CENTCOM and OSD have taken position of this 2,000
page report. |If you are confirnmed, will you conmt to
rel easing that full report to this commttee?

General Kurilla: Senator, | would defer to the
Secretary of Defense and the Joint Staff on that.

Senator Haw ey: So, that is a no?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, if it is within nmy authority
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to do so, | would, if confirnmed.
Senator Hawey: |If confirmed, and if it is up to you,

you would do it.

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe it is publicly
avai |l abl e.
Senator Haw ey: |If confirnmed, do you commt to provide

to this commttee in a tinely manner, any other information
requested about the w thdrawal in Afghanistan, including
intelligence reports, assessnents, and other material that
may be at CENTCOW?

General Kurilla: Senator, | will provide to the
Secretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs and oversi ght
comm ttees, whatever is required.

Senator Hawl ey: The last part is the only part that |
aminterested in, the oversight conmttee.

You woul d provide to this comrmittee, intelligence
reports, assessnents, other information that we request on
the withdrawal from Afghani stan?

General Kurilla: Senator, | will come before this
comrittee and testify on those reports.

Senator Hawl ey: That is not quite what | amasking. |
am not aski ng about your testinony. | am asking you
providing information that we directly request, that may be
hel d at CENTCOM

Wul d you conmt to us, if you are confirned, to
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providing for us, information that nmay be held at CENTCOM
regarding the wthdrawal from Afghanistan, intelligence
reports, assessnents, et cetera?

CGeneral Kurilla: If it is within ny authority to
rel ease, | woul d, Senator.

Senator Hawl ey: G eat. Thank you.

And | just want to say for the record that this
comm ttee needs to have open, public hearings on this
report. We need to have open, public hearings on what we
have | earned about what has happened i n Af ghani stan, and no
nore closed briefings behind closed doors that shut out the
Anmerican public and the caneras that we see behind us.

And, frankly, this commttee's scarce interest in
findi ng out what has happened i n Afghani stan, | think,
reflects badly on this commttee and it is time for the
menbers of this conmttee to get serious about it.

Let me ask you, Ceneral, the Secretary of Defense has
desi gnated China as the Departnent's pacing threat and the
I ndo-Pacific as its priority theater. Can | just ask you
for a yes-or-no answer, do you agree with that assessnent?

CGeneral Kurilla: | do, Senator.

Senator Hawey: Geat. |If the Indo-Pacific is the
priority theater, then it would follow that other theaters
are, by definition, lower priorities; not uninportant, but

if they are not the priority theaters, then other theaters
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are lower priorities, and that would include the Mddle
East, | woul d think.

Do you agree with that, that the Mddle East would be a
| ower-priority theater, as conpared to the Indo-Pacific?

General Kurilla: Per the 2018 NDS, that is accurate,
Senat or .

Senator Hawl ey: Ckay. And do you agree with that
assessnent ?

General Kurilla: | do, Senator.

Senator Hawl ey: Ckay. Good. Geat.

The Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs wote for the
record, this is Admral Gady that | amreferring to, wote
for the record that DOD needs to do less in lower-priority
theaters, so it can focus nore of its scarce resources on
deterring China in the Indo-Pacific, barring a significant
i ncrease, of course, in the Defense budget.

Do you agree wth that assessnent by the Vice Chairnman?

General Kurilla: Senator, | do.

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good.

Let me shift to squarely, the AOR  Recent reports show
that Israel and the U A E. are noving quickly to inprove
security and intelligence cooperation. You have been asked
alittle bit about that, | think, in earlier parts of
today's hearing. That is a great exanple of the

opportunities created by the Abraham Accords. And | know
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that you have testified today that you understand the
possibilities there. It is an exanple, | think, of
sonet hi ng that CENTCOM can support in years ahead, now that
| srael is part of your ACR, the CENTCOM ACR.

If you are confirmed, here is ny question, how would
you plan to enpower Israel and our Gulf partners to work
together and to strengthen deterrence at the regional |eve
agai nst Irani an aggressi on?

And | see ny tine is expired, so |l wll let you answer
that, General, and then | will return ny tine to the chair.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

General Kurilla: Senator, | think | would have to nake
an assessnent of that to find the best nethod forward. |
think it is by going to each individual country and maki ng
t hat assessnent.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hawl ey.

Senat or Duckworth, please?

Senator Duckworth: Thank you.

| would like to begin by disagreeing with ny coll eague
fromMssouri in saying that this comrttee has scant
commitnent to | ooking at what happened in Afghanistan; in
fact, on a bipartisan basis, this commttee passed the
Af ghani stan War Comm ssion Act, which was set up, an entire
comm ssion to ook at the entire 20 years of the war in

Af ghani stan, including the evacuation. And it also
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provi sion for equal representation, equal opportunity for
t he ranki ng nenber and the chairman of both, the majority
and mnority commttees on SAF, on Foreign Rel ations, and on
Intelligence, to appoint commttee nenbers, as well as the
mnority and nmajority | eaders.

| can't, | don't think it can be any nore fair than
that, and the fact that it passed on a bipartisan basis, |
think nakes it clear that this is going to nove forward and
there is a commtnent, overall, on a bipartisan basis to

| ook at everything that happened in Afghani stan.

Wth that said, | would like to wel conme you, General.
Thank you. | want to apologize to you for cutting our cal
short the other day. You were very generous. It was one of

t hose crazy days.

| want to return to our discussion there, talking about
the fact that after decades of focusing nuch of our budget
and capability on CENTCOM we are now shifting, rightly,
towards the Indo-Pacific region; however, | do believe that
CENTCOM remains a critical part of our overall strategy to
push back agai nst great power rivals, as senators on both
sides of the aisle on this conmttee have pointed out, given
t hat Russian and Chinese attenpts to grow their influence in
the Mddle East, as well as Iran's ongoi ng push to devel op
Its nuclear capabilities.

| was really pleased to see the enphasis that you
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pl aced on partnerships and coalitions in your witten
testinony, and we do agree that we nust better integrate our
partners into our operational planning and we nust reinforce
review ng their capabilities, as the Coalition's
capabilities. So, again, you know, go with your pacing
item so we have to | ook at what our partners can do.

Yet, as we discussed on our call |ast week,
capabilities are nore than just mlitary equipnent. This is
why | truly believe that engagenent in exchange prograrns,
such as our International MIlitary Education Training, the
| MET program is to critical to success in the region.

What opportunities, General, do you see for partner
engagenent and exchange prograns, including IMET, to retain
i nfluence in the region and prevent potentially malign
actors fromgaining a toehold in the Mddle East?

CGeneral Kurilla: Senator, | believe IMET is one of our
nore powerful capabilities we have. When we bring foreign
officers to the United States and we expose themto our
denocratic val ues, they understand us and they understand
our society. That is very powerful in helping, because
eventual ly they continue on up and becone senior |eaders in
their respective countries.

| think the partnership goes well beyond just mlitary
capability. It could also include intelligence. The one

comodity we have a lot of is our intelligence capability
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and our challenge is sharing with every country in the
CENTCOM AOR. W& would like to do intelligence sharing,
while still protecting our sources and nethods that we use
to get that intelligence. So, think that is an area that we
can | ook to advance, as well.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you.

What reforns, if any, would help you to make these
partner engagenents and exchange prograns nore effective in
Central Command?

General Kurilla: Senator, ny attenpt would be to get

an assessnent going into CENTCOM | really can't give you
that right now | would have to |ook at that, and | woul d
be willing to come back and provide that to you.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you. Thank you.

We have already tal ked about the National Guard and the
State Partnership for Peace program although, that is not
the only nodel. Central Command houses a uni que program
bet ween the National Guard and the country of Israel. It is
run at the National Guard Bureau | evel and the program
allows Israel to tap into the Bureau's expertise across the
National Guard's many m ssions and capabilities. It
provi des training opportunities for nultiple National Guard
units, including those fromlllinois. This program was
reaffirmed | ast year, after an initial 15 successful years

and now falls under CENTCOM
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Coul d you speak to the value of this programand how it
would fit into your objectives for Central Conmmand, if you
are confirnmed?

General Kurilla: Senator, | would have to make an
assessnent of that and then conme back to you.

Senator Duckworth: Ckay. Along with ny partner across
the aisle, Senator Cornyn, | fought to include a provision
in last year's NDAA that pushes for a partnership between
the National Guard and Taiwan. After review ng ny
| egi sl ation, the National Guard Bureau believes that
partnership with Israel provides the best nodel for a
conpr ehensi ve engagenent w th Tai wan.

If confirmed, once you have had a chance to review,
woul d you nmake resources available within Central Comrand,
ei ther yourself or your staff and planners, to help
i npl enent a simlar program between National Guard and
Taiwan that is simlar to the partnership with Israel, if
request ed?

General Kurilla: Senator, | would have to make an
assessnent on that reference to Taiwan being in the
| NDOPACOM ACR.

Senat or Duckworth: Right. But if they cane to you and
said, hey, can you tell us howit works with Israel, would
you be willing to share that information with --

CGeneral Kurilla: Absolutely.
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Senator Duckworth: -- Admiral Aquilino and the folks
dealing with the Taiwan version?

General Kurilla: Absolutely.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you.

| ook forward to you being confirnmed and, again, |
apol ogi ze for the abruptness of our call, the abruptness of
this, but I ook forward to working with you in the future.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Duckworth.

Senator Kelly, please?

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

General Kurilla, congratulations on your nom nation and
t hank you for being here today. You certainly have
extensi ve experience and | know you have spent a significant
anount of tinme in the CENTCOM AOR, so | know you under st and
sonme of the challenges that await you.

I noticed that your former boss, General Votel,
comrended your engagenent on adoption of technol ogies |ike
artificial intelligence, calling you an early adopter, and
enphasi zing their applicability for Central Command.

As chair of this commttee's panel on energing threats
and capabilities, |everaging Al and ot her autonony
technol ogies, is sonething that | amvery focused on. And

we often discuss this in the context of great power

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

104

conpetition. But | believe these capabilities will be
I ncreasingly inportant in regions |like the Mddle East,
where we no | onger have the sizable mlitary presence and
advant age that we have had in recent decades.

So, can you el aborate on how, if confirnmed, you would
| everage artificial intelligence and ot her energing
capabilities to address current challenges that we face in
t he regi on?

General Kurilla: Senator, thank you for that.

| believe artificial intelligence, when it enables a
human, can exponentially increase the capability of several
of the things that we do now Particularly, where we are
focused right nowin the 18th Airborne Corps is in our
targeting capability, where we can take | arge pieces of
terrain and rapidly identify hundreds of targets, prioritize
t hem based on a high-priority target list, that determ nes
whi ch ones we should strike with the resources that we have,
and then that, then, goes back into our firing solutions and
doing that. And that happens in seconds, versus what woul d
take hours, normally, or sonetinmes even days to be able to
devel op these targets, and it is doing it in real tine at
the edge, in our command post, and not being tied, just back
into a garrison conputing environnent.

We do this quarterly and we do it wth all six services

participating, and where we share that with all of them in
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an attenpt to nake all the services better with our
artificial intelligence. So, rising tides raise all boats.

Senator Kelly: It would be great if you could cone to
us with sonme ideas of what you would need next. If you
coul d think about what does Al on the battlefield | ook |ike
a decade fromnow and let's make sure that we devel op the
tools so that it will be avail able.

| want to nove on to a couple other quick topics here.
The Iraqi F-16 fighter force, they paid us $2 billion for
these airplanes. The Arizona Air National Guard 162nd
Fighter Wng in Tucson plays a very critical role in
training these Iraqi pilots to fly these F-16s. The 162nd
Is uniquely qualified to do this because of the access to
ranges and unmat ched flying days per year in Southern
Ari zona, and the squadron al so has decades of experience
training foreign national pilots.

Ceneral, what is your perspective on the value of the
foreign-pilot training to our conbatant commanders?

General Kurilla: Senator, anytine we can get a partner
to do sonmething that we would do, that is a good thing,
because it reduces the requirenments and resources on us.

Senator Kelly: And | am al so concerned about, you
know, reports that the F-16 fleet faces, the lraqi F-16
fl eet faces sone serious maintenance issues and readi ness

I ssues. So, could you report back to this commttee on
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both, the status, if confirmed, the status of the lragi Ar
Force's F-16 fleet and actions needed to renedy any
deficits.

General Kurilla: Yes, Senator.

Senator Kelly: And then, finally, General, as you
know, |srael, which was once the purview of the European
Command is now part of Central Command and you will oversee
Central Command, if confirned.

Wiile there are a nunber of chall enges and
opportunities facing Israel, one concrete action we can take
is to support our ally is ensuring replenishnment of the Iron
Dome system which was incredibly successful in the My
2020- 2021 conflict, but also has been depl et ed.

| am proud of the role that Arizona has played in
devel oping this technol ogy; the technol ogy behind the Iron
Donme system and | believe it is inportant that we work
quickly to ensure that it can remain operational, to protect
| sraeli civilians.

What is the threat to Israel if the Iron Done systemis
not replenished in a tinely manner?

General Kurilla: Senator, the Iron Donme is a very
capabl e system The Arny currently has two batteries that
I S undergoi ng testing and eval uati on.

| srael does face a significant threat with literally

hundr eds of thousands of mssiles both, in Hezboll ah and
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both, in Hamas. So, what it does is it is a great defensive
weapons system so | amvery supportive of the Iron Done.

Senator Kelly: Okay. Well, let's make sure that we
wor k together to ensure that we replenish and return Iron
Donme to its full, operational capability.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, GCeneral.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly.

| have been informed that Senator Rosen is finishing up
her questioning in another comrmittee and will shortly be
avai |l abl e by Webex. That will give nme the opportunity,
General, to ask one or two nore questions.

First, Russia has a significant footprint in Syria,
Russia, now, is confronting NATO in Ukraine. But com ng
back to Syria, how do you project their role there, together
wWith their pretensions with respect to Ukraine?

General Kurilla: Senator, | believe that if Russia
does i nvade Wkraine, they would not hesitate to be able to
act as a spoiler in Syria, as well. Already, we see it as
one of the nbst contested, el ectronmagnetic spectrum
environnments that we are currently operating in. So, |
believe there is, you know, they are a conpetitor of ours.

Chai rman Reed: So, when you assune conmand of the
CENTCOM you will be very sensitive to reactions within

Syria by the Russians that may be a consequence of sonething
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happening in Ukraine; is that fair?

General Kurilla: Absolutely, Senator.

And, again, | don't believe that Russia wants to go to
war with us and | know that we don't want to go to war with
Russia, so | would be very sensitive to that.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much.

| believe that Senator Rosen is avail able, so now via
Webex, | et ne recogni ze Senat or Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Well, thank you, M. Chair.

And, of course, thank you, Ranking Menber |nhofe, for
hol di ng this heari ng.

And | would also really like to thank you, Genera
Kurilla, for neeting with ne |ast week, for your lifetinme of
service, and your wllingness to continue serving and
| eadi ng the nmen and wonen of our services.

And so, as | have noted in previous hearings, as you
and | have discussed, Iranian-backed mlitias are
i ncreasingly targeting U S. installations and servi cenenbers
in lraq and Syria, via rocket and drone attacks. Iran, the
worl d's | eading state sponsor of terrorismcontinues to
threaten the U.S. and allied interests in the Mddle East
and around the world, via not only its ballistic mssile
program but also its support for Hezbollah and the Islanmc
Republic's multitude of terrorist proxies.

So, Ceneral, can you discuss the threat of Irani an-
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backed mlitias in the Mddl e East post to our U S. troops
and our allies and how do you believe the U S. should
respond to their proliferation of attacks, how are you goi ng
to take on this challenge, if confirnmed, and what is our
ability to target them

Do you have everything you need?

General Kurilla: Senator, | will not be able to nake
an assessnent, if we have everything | need, until, if
confirmed, to actually nmake that assessnent.

It is a big concern of the Iranian-aligned mlitia
groups that are currently operating both, inside of Iraqg and
then other elenents operating inside of Syria, going after
our servicenenbers. W should, | wll always protect our
people and | would take action against themif they took
action agai nst us.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you.

I want to also build on a little bit as we think about
| srael's transfer to CENTCOM because now that Israel is
Wi thin CENTCOM s area of responsibility, it is my sincere
hope that this transfer will potentiate even greater
mlitary cooperation between the U S. and |Israel through our
shared goals, as well as cooperation between our Arab and
| sraeli partners.

So, Ceneral, | want to followup on Senator King's

guestion. If confirnmed, how would you | everage the Abraham
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Accords to inprove defense cooperation in the region, in
furtherance of U S. interests and do you have any plans to
Integrate the joint exercises with Israel and Arab states
who have signed on to the normalization agreenents?

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirmed, | will nmake an
assessnent of the best ways to increase the cooperation
between Israel and our Arab partners in the region. | think
only good cones out of that when they are tal king. Wen you
have countries talking, it lowers the tenperature.

| srael brings sonme very unique capabilities, in terns
of their mlitary conponent, that they believe they can
share with their Arab partners in the region to increase
both, the air and mssile defense is a big area, based on
the threat fromlran. | ama big fan of joint exercises,
because | believe, collectively, rising tides raise all
boats, when you nmake the el enents train together, they get
better.

Senat or Rosen: So, you definitely see a benefit to,
and opportunities to Israel's inclusion in CENTCOW?

General Kurilla: One hundred percent, na'am

Senator Rosen: And you spoke a little bit about
I ranian incursion. And so, what is your current assessnent
of CENTCOM s ability to respond to |ranian nucl ear breakout
and | know you are not confirned yet, but what are the

contingency plans you believe CENTCOM shoul d be prepared to
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execute in order to prevent an Iranian nucl ear weapons, any
capability?

General Kurilla: Senator, if confirmed, |I would have
to make an assessnent of the current mlitary capabilities
and plans for any mlitary action along those contingencies.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you.

And, of course, lots of terrorismin the region, and so
we have to think about our future counterterrorism
operations in Afghanistan, and | have asked questions in
previ ous hearings about our ability to conduct our
counterterrori smoperations in Afghani stan, now that we no
| onger have a "boots on the ground" presence, and | woul d
like to ask you a little bit about this, as well.

So, Ceneral, if confirnmed, how do you plan to execute
an enduring counterterrorismstrategy that will be able to
address and counter the influence of violent, extrem st
organi zations in Afghani stan and the regi on?

General Kurilla: Senator, "over the horizon"
counterterrorismis difficult; it is not inpossible. |
think I have to nmake an assessnent of the actual m ssion and
t hen those resources to apply against it and highlight the
risks and | ook for ways to mtigate that risk, either
t hrough basi ng additional resources, intelligence, assets,
technol ogy that can then increase the effectiveness of that

counterterrorism
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Senat or Rosen: Thank you.

| see ny tine is just up, sol wll submt this for the
record, but | just wanted you to think about what the
col | apse of the Afghan Governnent, how it is going to affect
SIS, al Qaeda in Iragq, Syria, and the Arabian Peninsula. |
will submt these questions for the record.

Thank you, M. Chairman. | yield back.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen.

Ceneral, let nme thank you and your famly for a
lifetime of distinguished and dedicated service to the Arny
and to the nation. And | think you have persuaded all of
us, | suspect, that you have the character, the experience,
and the judgnment to lead CENTCOM | |ook forward to your
confirmation.

Wth that, I will adjourn the hearing.

General Kurilla: Thank you, Chairman.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:49 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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