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NOM NATI ON HEARI NG

Thur sday, Septenber 12, 2024

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:29 a.m in
Room SH 216, Hart Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chai rman of the comm ttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [ presiding],
Shaheen, G| Ilibrand, Blunmenthal, Kaine, King, Peters, Kelly,
W cker, Fischer, Cotton, Sullivan, Cramer, Scott,

Tuberville, Budd, and Schmtt.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
RHODE | SLAND

Chai rman Reed: The hearing will cone to order. Good
nmorning. The Conmittee neets today to consider the
nom nati on of Lieutenant General Steven Nordhaus for
pronotion to General and to be the chief of the National
GQuard Bureau and the nom nation of Vice Admral Alvin Hol sey
for pronotion to Admiral and to be commander of U. S
Sout hern Command.

General Nordhaus, congratul ati ons on your nomni nation.
| would like to thank your famly and | oved ones who have
supported your service and are proudly watching right now.
Adm ral Holsey, | would like to wel come your w fe,

St ephani e, thank you, and your son Jordan, soon to be Dr.
Hol sey, and al so recogni ze that your el dest son, Lieutenant
Commander sel ect Joshua Hol sey coul d not be here today
because he's preparing for an upcom ng depl oynent. And we
thank himfor his service and wsh himluck. Thank you.

Let nme al so recogni ze outgoing | eaders at the Nationa
Quard Bureau in Southern Command Ceneral Daniel Hokanson
recently retired as chief of the National Guard Bureau after
38 years of distinguished service to the nation. General
Hokanson | ed the National Guard through one of the nost
consequential periods in its history, and we are grateful

for his steady hand.
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I would also like to thank General Laura Ri chardson as
she prepares for retirenent after nearly four decades in the
Arnmy. She has | ed Southern command with skill and
di stinction and our forces there are postured for success
t hanks to her | eadership.

CGeneral Nordhaus, you were well qualified to serve as
chief of the National Guard Bureau or NGB. A fighter pilot
by training, you have led airnmen and sol dier at every |evel,
I ncluding in your current post as conmander of continental
U.S. NORAD, and previous command of First Air Force and
| eadership as director of operations and |ogistics for the
NGB joint staff. |If confirnmed, you'll serve on the Joint
Chiefs of staff as the principal advisor of the Secretary of
Defense, and the Chief of Staff of the Arny and the Air
Force on matters related to the National Guard.

This is a challenging but inportant tine for the
National Guard. The Guard has always been our mlitary's
core conbat reserve force, especially over the past two
decades, and its war fighting capabilities will continue to
be relied upon. R ght now, there are tens of thousands of
Nati onal CGuard soldiers and airmen nobilized around the
world carrying out vital mssions. At the same tine, the
National CGuard's role on Anerican soil is also nore
i mportant than ever, and its | eaders nust be thoughtful

about how the force is used and resourced.
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In particular, National Guard's civil support m ssions
are becom ng nore conplicated, responding to natural
di sasters such as hurricanes, wldfires, tornadoes, and
fl ooding, as well as health and humanitarian crises |ike
COVID-19 often require the skills, manpower, and | ogistics
that only the National Guard can provide. Such chall enges
will continue to strain |local communities and authorities,
and the National Guard will have a critical role to play in
responding to them

General Nordhaus, | would |ike to know your thoughts on
t he proper enploynent and limts of using the National Guard
I n support of civilian authorities, including when it is
operating in either a state or federal status. |In addition,
you'll be responsible for inproving the National Guard's
recruiting and retention strategies.
The Guard has fared better than the active conponents in
this regard, but the recruiting environnment continues to be
historically challenging. | would like to know how you
woul d address this issue, especially in regard to retaining
highly skilled personnel wth transferable civilian
training.

Turning to Sout hern Command Adm ral Hol sey, you bring
36 years of experience as a naval aviator to this position.
You have served at sea and ashore across the globe and in

every |level of |eadership. Your current position as
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mlitary deputy conmander of SOUTHCOM and previ ous
experience, including as Commander of Carrier Strike G oup
one wll serve you well. If confirmed As commander of
SOUTHCOM vyou'll be facing grow ng chall enges from Chi na and
Russia and Latin Anerica.

The political and economic instability in the region
presents a situation that our adversaries are seeking to
exploit to increase their own influence. China in
particular is expanding its presence in the region,

i ncluding through investnments in strategic infrastructure,
such as the Port of Bal boa in Panama, 5G tel ecomruni cati ons,
and an expandi ng network of space tracking installations.

Admral, I'minterested in your assessnent of the
chal l enge from near peer conpetitors in Latin America, and
how we m ght work strategically with our partners in the
region to build resilience against these activities.

Further, we know that viol ence and econom c probl ens
are contributing to the instability in the SOUTHCOM ar ea of
responsibility. |In particular, Venezuela's President
Maduro's failure to provide transparency follow ng the July
general election has thrown his nation into greater
political and econom c chaos. And earlier this spring, the
deteriorating security conditions in Haiti pronpted the U S.
forces to augnent security at the U S. Enbassy in Port au

Prince and evacuate non-essential personnel.
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Finally, transnational crimnal activity and corruption
continue to harmother areas, especially in the northern
triangle countries of Honduras, Guatenala, and El Sal vador.
Admiral, | would Iike to know your views on what nore can be
done to help inprove the situation and strengthen security
t hr oughout the region.

CGentl enen, these conplex challenges will require the
full conplenment of your skills. Thank you for your
wi | lingness to continue your service and | ead the nation,
particularly the National Guard and SOUTHCOM at this
critical nonent. | look forward to your testinonies.

Let ne now recogni ze Ranki ng Menber, Senator W cker.
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STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER F. W CKER, U.S. SENATOR FROM
M SSI SSI PP

Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

I want to thank our w tnesses for being here today.
You' ve already recognized famly nenbers, but | do want to
congratul ate Vice Admral Hol sey on persuading a young | ady
from d ai borne County to be his bride sone years ago.

Adm ral Hol sey, as the deputy commander at SOUTHCOM
you know, as well as anyone how effective the Chinese
Communi st Party has becone in the region. The CCP has been
engagi ng in predatory econom c and di plomatic practices in
the region, threatening our interests there. Qur neighbors
to the South rightly seek econom c security for their
peopl e.

The Chinese exploit this goal by aggressively | obbying
| eaders across the hem sphere, pedaling dubi ous prom ses of
i nfrastructure, local job creation. Instead of honoring
their prom ses, they often follow through with predatory
practices. The CCP | eaves those nations worse off by
constructing infrastructure exclusively wth Chinese | abor
and by creating facilities that are either poorly built or
I nconpl et e.

Si nul taneously through its state-owned enterprises,
China sets conditions to enhance its mlitary presence,

gather intelligence, and attenpt to limt U S. access and
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i nfl uence.

This July, the Center for Strategic and |nternational
St udi es published a report in which they outlined no fewer
than four separate Chinese electronic surveillance
operations on the island of Cuba. These operations nmay even
be able to collect signals intelligence well into U S
territory.

This sumrer, the Russian Navy sent warships and
submarines to exercise wth the Cuban Navy. [In other words,
Great Power Conpetition is happening right here in the
Americas. Nowis the tinme for us to enhance our
rel ati onshi ps and econom c investnent with our Southern
nei ghbors. Yet our current approach is failing.

SOUTHCOM has continued to rely primarily on security
assi stance and cooperation, which is prohibitively
expensive. |It's tine to use capital investnents to achieve
national security goals in this theater. Traditionally, we
have not thought of investnent strategy as a tool in DODs
belt, but it can be highly effective when properly enpl oyed,
and you and | have di scussed this.

We should use it nore frequently to pronote U S
I nfl uence and defense interest. And SOUTHCOM can | ead the
way. It should work with entities such as the DODs O fice
of Strategic Capital, the Devel opnent Fi nance Corporation,

and the Export Inport Bank. Their coll aboration could pair
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U.S. private capital with strategic investnment opportunities
in the region, yielding economc and national security
benefits for the United States.

Adm ral Hol sey, | |look forward to hearing how you
I ntend to change SOUTHCOM s approach so it can do a better
job of countering the malign influence of our adversaries
and expand U. S. credibility in the region.

Now, Lieutenant General Nordhaus, if confirmed to serve
as the chief of the National Guard Bureau, you'll be the
princi pal advisor to the Secretary of Defense on Nati onal
GQuard Matters. The National Guard experiences constant
tension between its federal and state m ssions. The federal
governnment provides the vast majority of funds for the
National Guard, and it's entitled to set the terns and
condi tions for how those resources are used.

In addition, the National Guard perforns vital tasks
for local communities, but these services cannot cone at the
expense of the Guard's mlitary readi ness responsibilities.
| f confirmed, perhaps your nost challenging task will be
striking a bal ance between these often conpeting federal and
state mi ssions. These conpeting priorities have led to
avoi dable conflict. Only recently, the National CGuard
cannot be the solution to every local |abor shortage. 1In
two extrene exanpl es, sonme governors have used the Nationa

GQuard to drive school buses and staff nursing hones. These
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decisions erode mlitary readi ness and they inproperly take
service nmenbers away fromtheir famlies and their civilian
enpl oynent, not to nention their statutory m ssion.

If confirmed, | expect you to use your influence to
ensure the National Guard personnel are properly focused on
readi ness and used appropriately to support the Departnent
of Defense and our nation in tinmes of enmergency or conflict.

Finally, I would Iike to congratul ate the 155th Arnored
Bri gade conbat team of the M ssissippi Arny National Guard
on a successful deploynent. They took command of the joint
mul ti national training group, WUkraine, |ocated in CGernany,
and had responsibility for training and nentoring the
Ukrai ni an Arnmed forces.

This mssion remains critical to our national security,
and |'m proud of the M ssissippi National Guard for
conducting such an inportant role, and | felt | should
mention it this norning.

So, thank both of you for being here. | look forward
to a very interesting hearing. Thank you, sir.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator W cker.

General Nordhaus, you're recogni zed.
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STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL STEVEN S. NORDHAUS,
UNI TED STATES Al R FORCE

Ceneral Nordhaus: Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber
W cker, and distingui shed nenbers of the conmttee. |'m
truly honored to be here and thank you for your | ongstanding
support of the m ssion and nen and wonen of the Nati onal
Guar d.

| also want to thank President Biden, secretary Austin
and General Brown for their trust and confidence in
nom nating me to be the next chief of the National Guard
Bureau. | amprivileged to testify al ongside Vice Admral
Hol sey an incredible officer and teammate. |'d also like to
recogni ze General Hokanson and his wfe Kelly for their
enduring inpact they left on the National Guard.

| would not be here today if it were not for nmy famly,
and | would like to recognize themfor their sacrifices
they've made to allow ne to do what | love. MW wfe
Shannon, is the love of ny life, the rock of our famly, and
ny faithful spouse for over 35 years. Her commtnent and
advocacy for famly and soldiers and airnen who serve, has
been not hi ng short of anazi ng.

Toget her, we have five children, six grandchildren, and
430, 000 guardsnen we consider famly. Shannon is the ol dest
daughter of Paul and Brenda Lawence. Paul is aretired air

traffic controller who served in Southeast Asia during
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Vietham M father Don served in the Navy. He, along with
ny nom Sandy, are responsible for nmy passion and | ove of
flying and joining the Air Force. Qur son Cay, is a
captain in the Space Force and the others are patriots in
their own way. Wiitney is the ol dest, and Luke are working
within their communities. Qur tw ns, Noah and Austin, are
currently attendi ng coll ege studyi ng busi ness and nusi c at
the universities of Dayton and M chi gan.

Over the past 35 years |'ve been shaped by incredible
| eaders and service nenbers who |I've served with at hone and
abroad during multiple U S. and coalition deploynents. 1've
held five commands, served at NORAD and U.S. NORTHCOM and
on the NGB staff as Director of Ops and Logistics. | have
served both in the active duty and the National Guard as a
traditional Guardsman, a tenporary technician, and an active
Quar dsman.

These uni que | eadershi p experiences have made ne
acutely aware of the security challenges we face and the
t ough deci sions ahead. | cone to you today at an inportant
time in our nation's history, with the rise of strategic
conpetitors, a conplex geopolitical environment, and roughly
42,000 National CGuard soldiers and airnen engaged gl obally.
We face persistent threats both in the honel and and abroad,
and the next chief of the National Guard Bureau nmust work

closely with the 54 states, territories, and the D strict of

12
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Col unbia, as well as with the services, the Joint Force, and
our allies and partners to neet these chall enges.

In this vein, | believe the state partnership program
is critical to our success and nmakes us stronger together
and stronger tonorrow. |If confirnmed, | will ensure the
Nati onal Cuard airnen and sol diers are manned, trained, and
equi pped to continue to neet any m ssion anywhere. | wll
work tirelessly with this Commttee and all the stakehol ders
to defend our nation.

| firmy believe the National Guard is an elite and
ready war fighting force, serving as the primry conbat
reserve to the United States Arny and Air Force, providing
robust capability, capacity, and strategi c and operati onal
dept h.

This investnent serves as a force nultiplier, enabling
the National Guard to concurrently respond to our
community's needs while serving under the control of the
governor's and the mlitary needs during tinmes of conflict.
You have ny solemn prom se to maintain an open |ine of
communi cation with this Commttee and Congress.

For the | ast 388 years, the incredible nmen and wonen of
t he National Guard have risen to every chall enge and proven
t hensel ves on the battlefield and in our comunities. They
are and always will be ny highest priority. They nust

bal ance their mlitary careers, their famly careers, their

13
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civilian careers, so we can keep our prom se as Anericans to
be al ways ready and al ways there.

In closing, | would Iike to thank you again for this
opportunity to be before this conmttee. | look forward to
your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of CGeneral Nordhaus follows:]
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Chai rman Reed:

Adm r al

TP One

Hol sey,

Thank you, General.

pl ease.
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STATEMENT OF VI CE ADM RAL ALVI N HOLSEY, UNI TED STATES
NAVY

Adm ral Hol sey: Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber W cker,
and di stingui shed nmenbers of the commttee. |'m honored and
hunbl ed to appear before you today as the nom nee to | ead
United States Southern Command. |'d like to thank President
Bi den, Secretary Austin, and General Brown for their trust
and confi dence.

" mhonored to testify al ongsi de Lieutenant General
Nor dhaus as the National Guard State Partnership programis
a key enabler when it comes to building partner nation
capability and capacity throughout the region. 1'd also
| i ke to recogni ze and thank General Richardson, the current
SOUTHCOM commander and her husband Jim for their |oyal and
dedi cated 70 plus years of service to our nation. Ceneral
Ri chardson's gui dance to SOUTHCOM and t he inpact she has
made in the region has been inspiring.

If confirmed, I'Il build on her efforts and work across
t he whol e of governnent, our allies, and partners, to ensure
we address security chall enges and expand opportunities to
truly realize SOUTHCOWs vision of a secure, free, and
prosperous Western hem sphere.

I'"d like to thank ny famly for their |ove and support
t hroughout nmy mlitary career. Wth ne today is ny wife of

34 years, Stephanie, and our youngest son Jordan. Stephanie
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is ny best friend, a wonderful nother, an educator turned
denti st, who has practiced in five states based off of our
multiple noves as a famly. Qur ol dest son, Joshua, cannot
be here today. He's charting his own path in naval
aviation, and is preparing for an upcom ng depl oynent.

Toget her we have a conbined 45 years of service, and | |ike
to think that we've made a difference.

Jordan is in his third year at the University of
Vi rgi nia Medical School, conducting his clinicals at NOVA
Fairfax. | cannot be prouder of the young nmen they have
becone. 1'd also |like to thank ny parents, the late Charles
Hol sey Seni or, an engi neer, and ny nother Rosa Hol sey, a
retired educator. They raised four sons and taught us the
I nportance of faith, famly, education, and service.

My father served in the arny during the Korean War and
his three brothers all served in the Navy. Go Navy. Three
of my nother's four brothers served in the Arny during
Vietnam Service is not just what we do, it is who we are
as a famly.

My first deploynment to SOUTHCOM area of responsibility
was over 33 years ago, conducting counter-drug m ssions
flying off a Knox Class frigate, but this region, our
nei ghborhood is so nuch nore. It's on the front |ine of
strategic conpetition. Mst focus to the East and West when

they think of G eat Power Conpetition. But a |look to our
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Sout h reveal s that our adversaries have established a strong
presence, jeopardizing security, and stability across the
Anmericas. The PRC and Russia are strategic conpetitors who
seek to underm ne denocracy whil e gai ning power and

I nfl uence in the region.

Transnational crimnal organizations create and exploit
t he perm ssive environnent, undermning the rule of |aw and
disrupting legitimte governnment functions. Additionally,
transboundary threats denmand our attention as well, from
irregular mgration, climte change, erodi ng denocracies, to
food and water insecurities. Qur tinme is now If we don't
take del i berate and neani ngful steps over the next 5 to 10
years, this region wll change forever.

To be clear, partnerships are our best deterrence to
counting shared security and econom c concerns, and for now,
we remain the trusted partner. But we can't take that for
granted. Over the past 19 nonths as a deputy commander,
|'ve personally seen the inportance of our enduring presence
in the region and how partners seek us as an alternative to
t he PRC, Russia, and others.

Rapidly responding to crises is not just a phrase in
our m ssion statenent. For the past several years, SOUTHCOM
has responded, and we will respond again, to earthquakes,
fl oods, wildfires, vol canoes, hurricanes, and droughts. To

be a trusted partner, we nust be credible, present, and
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engaged. Qur nmain canpaigning tool in this region is
security cooperation. If confirmed, I'lIl work tirelessly
with our partners to understand the requirenents, then work
across the whol e of governnment to deliver at the point of
need, and build partner nation capability and capacity to
respond to our shared threats in our nei ghborhood.

| also ook forward, if confirmed, to working with
Congress who are central partners in the defense of our
nati on.

Thank you agai n, Chairnman Reed, Ranki ng Menber W cker,
menbers of the committee, for this opportunity. | |ook
forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of Admral Hol sey follows:]

19
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Admiral. | have a series of
guestions required of all nom nees. You may answer in
uni son. Have you adhered to applicable aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

Gener al Nordhaus: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outcone of the
confirmati on process?

Adm ral Hol sey: No.

General Nordhaus: No.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversight responsibility makes it inportant that this
commttee, its subconmttees, and ot her appropriate
committees of Congress, receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirmed, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

General Nordhaus: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree when asked before this
comrittee to give your personal views even if your views
differ fromthe adm nistration?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

Gener al Nordhaus: Yes.
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Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic communications in a tinmely manner
when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or
ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult
wth the requester regarding the basis for any good faith,
del ay, or denial in providing such records?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

Gener al Nordhaus: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this comrittee for
the reduction of reports, records, and other infornmation,
I ncluding tinely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

General Nordhaus: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefings in response to congressional
requests?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

General Nordhaus: Yes.

Chairman Reed: WIIl those witnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

General Nordhaus: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, gentl enen.
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Adm ral Hol sey, could you give a brief outline of
SOUTHCOM s current priorities and initiatives to counter the
acute threat of Russia and China and other malign nations?
You might bring that m crophone a little forward, sir.

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Ckay.

Adm ral Hol sey: Thank you. Yes, for the current
priorities are to strengthen partnerships, counter threats,
and to build our team So, as we | ook at the SOUTHCOM ACR,
strategic conpetition's real. As | nentioned, the PRC and
Russia continue to try to underm ne denocracy and seek to
gain power and influence in the region. Wen | |ook at the
transnational crimnal organizations, they continue to
create chaos throughout the region.

The transnational crimnal organizations and the
viol ent extrem st organizations remain the primary threat to
instability in the region. You also have a third of their
funding that they pick in each year is kind of drug m ssion
fromdrug ops or illicit drugs. So, we're watching it very
closely. Then finally, I'mconcerned about the unrest in
Hai ti, Venezuela, and Cuba as it stands right now, that also
contributes to the irregular mgration that we're seeing.

Chairman Reed: And in particular with respect to
Russia and China's influence?

Adm ral Holsey: Yes, sir. So with regard to Russia,
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China first. China remains a long-termstrategic
conpetitor. They're a pacing challenge and they're setting
the theater. In ny view PRC approach to the region is
primarily driven by econom cs, which provides access,

I nfluence, and the opportunity to coerce our partner nations
i nto unfavorabl e terns.

In short, they see unchecked opportunity. | think
they're playing the long view to using econom c state craft
to advance their foreign policy goals. So that's the quick
pi ece there froman economc side, but it's nore than that.
| think there are efforts to devel op and build dual use
sites and facilities in the region is concerning, from
space, land, infrastructure to ports and 5G infrastructure
as wel | .

From a Russia standpoint, they're a nore acute
chall enge. They seek to underm ne denocracy. They like to
conpete with the United States, | believe, on a gl obal
scale, and they | ook for | ow cost opportunities to exert
their influence and take advantage of the chaos in the
region to build their partnershi ps and underm ne ours. They
generally |l ook to again, maintain partnerships. They seek
to provide presence, and they try to shape their information
space. So, all that's very chall enging.

| think we can get after that, sir, through our

security operation, our partnerships, working the whole of
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governnent to nake sure we can stay on the field and engage.
Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nmuch. General Nordhaus,
you have been at every level of service in the National
Guard and with the Air Force. Can you give us sort of your
| essons | earned fromthe nunmerous post 9/11 conti ngency
operations that the Guard has been assigned, and they've
carried themout magnificently. | was a few nonths ago in
Kosovo with my National Guard as they're fulfilling their
m ssion. So, the | essons you think are nost critical.
General Nordhaus: Thanks, Chairman. Appreciate the
opportunity. The National Guard and our airnmen and soldiers
are conpletely integrated and interoperable wth our active
army and Air Force. And that |esson as we |look into the
future needs to continue. As we look at priorities as | go
forward, if confirmed, our people are the nost critical.
So, recruiting and retention and nmaking sure that we have
t hose and continue that the | essons | earned there to nake
sure that we al ways have our force structure full, organized
trai ning, equipped, to be that conbat reserve to the Arny
and the Air Force.
Then, really, readiness. | think readiness is
sonmet hing that we have to continue to build, and as we | ook
at G eat Power Conpetition that we're in, we have to
accel erate that and nmake sure that readi ness for our airnen

and our soldiers are ready to be depl oyable, interoperable,
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and sust ai nabl e.

And then the partnerships that you nentioned. As we
| ook at the 106 state partners around the gl obe today, those
partnerships are critical and are asymmetri c advantage for
our nation.

And t hen noderni zation. W need to stay concurrent
wi th noderni zation with our services so that we can al ways
be ready and there for them

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nmuch, General. Thank
you both for your service to the nation.

Senat or W cker, please.

Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral
Hol sey, in ny opening statenent, | nentioned how
prohi bitively expensive security assistance is in the
regi on, and suggested ot her ways in which we coul d perhaps
enphasi ze our friendship and strengthen our ties with our
friends in SOUTHCOM | nentioned office of Strategic
Capital, Devel opnent Finance Corporation, and the Export
| nport Bank. Do you agree and what do you think about that?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, | absolutely agree. Economc
security is national security. And what we're seeing from
ny partners we have to be to respond at the point of need at
the point of relevance. And so we're realizing as we work
t hrough the foreign mlitary, foreign financing process, it

can be slow at tines. So, we're |ooking for opportunities,
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and sone countries are high incone countries, and so we're
trying to find ways to deliver quicker.

So, we are exploring right now with EXIM Bank. W'|
get a chance to go out to the Inter-Anerican Devel opnent
Bank and ot her opportunities. W're |looking at talking to
Ameri can Chanber of Commerce. So, we're trying to get our
story out there and kind of get the synergy with our
partners to understand that here's the opportunities for you
to actually go after. So, we're really pressing real hard
on that and we'll continue to do so, sir, if confirned.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. You talked about us being the
trusted partner in the great majority of the nations in
SOUTHCOM  And | think you nentioned three particul ar areas
where there's a problemthat of course would be Cuba,
Venezuel a, and | believe you said Haiti. 1In the other
countries, other than those three, isn't it a fact that even
t hough we are the trusted partner, the People's Republic of
China is right in there paying for infrastructure, spreading
their nmoney around. And is that correct? AmIl correct in
that? And if you could el aborate on that for us please.

Adm ral Hol sey: So, Senator, the PRC continues to
-- right now you have 22 countries of 31 who are signatories
of Belt and Road Initiative. And so what they do with the
Belt and Road Initiative, they portray that as expandi ng

econom c, financial, and trade opportunities. | think we
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see it a bit differently. | think by the tinmes our
countries realize they've been deceived, they found
thensel ves with nore debt, high interest rate | oans, poorly
constructed infrastructure projects, data insecurity,
resource extraction, and environnental concerns.
So, you're right, | think there are countries there
-- and not all of them-- but all of themare |ooking for
opportunities. So I think we have to find ways worKking
t hr oughout the whol e of governnent, the departnent of
Commerce and others, and to be able to find ways and find
solutions where we can deliver at the point of need.
Senat or Wcker: How has that negative experience over

some years now with Belt and Road affected our friends'

wllingness to initiate other projects assisted by Belt and
Road?

Adm ral Holsey: So, | think our partners | ook at us
froma standpoint, froma mll to mll. They' re solid.

They want to work with us, they want to be of us. There are
sonme nations as, you |ook at --

Senator Wcker: But are they beginning to be reluctant
to accept China' s hel p because of the negative practices so
Far ?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir.

Senator Wcker: Al right. Let ne just ask you one

other thing. President Xi has told his Congress in China
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that they need to be prepared to retake Taiwan by 2027. |If
t hat occurs, what can we expect China to be doing in your

area as that occurs?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, as the deputy commander, |'ve
had a chance to -- |'ve been around for 18 nonths, 19 nonths
now, and |I'll share with you that we continue to work in

accordance wth our guidance to defend the Panama Canal and
make sure we can provide our best mlitary advice to the Sec
Def and Chairman. And that's what we'l| do.
Senator Wcker: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator W cker.
Senat or Shaheen, pl ease.
Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.
Congratul ations to both of you and thank you to both of

you for your service and to your famlies for their service

as well, and wel cone.
General Nordhaus, | really appreciated your time in ny
office this week. As you know, |'mvery concerned about the

National Guard Bureau's decision to | evel personnel at the
157th Air Refueling Wng at Pease Air Guard Base in New
Hanpshire. | believe this was a shortsighted decision, that
it was done with consideration to neither the capacity of
the 157th in New Hanpshire, nor the need of the KC-46 to
meet its global refueling requirenents.

And just to give you sonme background on the 157th, |
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assune you know all of this, but | think it's worth
repeating. The 157th was the first Air National Guard Unit
to receive the KC-46 refueling tanker. They were sel ected
because of their success in operations and their strategic
| ocati on.

It was the first refueling wing in the country to
achieve initial operating capacity of the five active duty
Guard and reserve wings flying the KC-46. They were the
first air refueling wing to conduct a | ong-range exerci se,
and for that, they received recognition fromTop Air Force
| eadership. And now they're the first KCG46 Air Refueling
Wng in the entire Air Force to deploy the KC 46 overseas.

I was just in New Hanpshire on Sunday, as we di scussed.
| addressed the 300 airnen and wonen about to deploy. They
are excited about this mlestone, but they are unfortunately
very worried about what the releveling would nean for their
ability to do their jobs. This decision, |I think, is
probl ematic, not just for New Hanpshire, but for the KC 46
to nmeet its operational requirenents globally. The proposed
| eveling wll cause a reduction in force at Pease by 12
full-time positions. It will revert 22 positions fromfull-
time, active guard reserve to technician, resulting in the
| oss of experienced mai ntainers and avi ators.

The Guard projects its ability to support TRANSCOM wi | |

decrease by 23 percent. And this at a tine when we know
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that aerial refueling capacity is anong the top concerns for
strategi c command and transportati on comand. W heard t hat
fromtheir commanders before this commttee. |n the context
of the National Defense Strategy, as you were j ust

di scussing with the Chair and Ranki ng Menber, aeri al
refueling will be necessary to resupply U S. forces in the

| ndo- Paci fic.

So, if confirmed, | hope you will visit New Hanpshire,
you will nmeet with the 157th, and you will provide an
opportunity to look at the inportance of their mssion to an
exenption for this policy. | know that that has been done
in some other states, in Al aska, because of the critical
m ssion that they operate, and | believe that you wll find
that that's the case in New Hanpshire as well.

WIIl you commt to doing that and | ooking at the whole
releveling issue wth respect to New Hanpshire and the
157t h?

CGeneral Nordhaus: Senator, thank you for the question
and for being on the National Guard Caucus. The 157th al so,
"1l just throw out, you naned a | ot of great things that
the 157th is doing currently as the NORAD Continental Region
Conmander. They al so support air refueling for POTUS
support and other things across the United States. So |
understand the great capability.

Under stand that CGeneral Hokanson said that any state

30
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that had a concern that he woul d consi der a one-year
exenption. M understanding is Pease, New Hanpshire, asked
for that and that's been granted. He also said that they'd
conduct an assessnent. It's ny understandi ng that
International Guard within the next couple of weeks wl|
visit New Hanpshire. If confirnmed, | do prom se to nmake
sure we take a full transparent |ook at this and to nake
sure that we're neeting mssion requirenents with full-tine
requi renents.

And | look forward to visiting the Pease 157th if
confirmed, and | ook forward to giving this ny ful
attention.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you very nuch.

M. Chairman, | would like to submt for the record the

assessnment that we have done -- that the National Guard has
done on what the inpact would be of that releveling in New
Hanpshire.

Chai rman Reed: W thout objection. So, ordered.

[ The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COMM TTEE | NSERT]

31
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen.

Senat or Fi scher, please.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Wl cone,
General. Welcone, Admral. Good to see you

Adm ral Hol sey, | share your concern about the grow ng
I nfluence of China in sonme countries within SOUTHCOM s AOR
| f confirmed, how would you continue or bolster efforts to
ensure that the United States is going to be viewed as a

partner of choice?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, as | |ook at the way forward,
I f confirnmed, | think our strength lies in our security
cooperation. | think we continue to do the security

cooperation. And then under that |evel that we have several
| evers we can use, state partnership program the
humani t ari an assi stance program a joint exercise program
which is a very powerful tool.

Today, right now we have the UNI TAS ongoi ng, 24 nations
serving a ship side-by-side, F-18s, ships, submarines. So
we're doing real world ops right now, and what that does, it
provi des the training, interoperability, trust, and
confidence in our partners. So that's sonething that we can
do and we continue to do. So | think we'll continue to work
on the security operation and agai n, whole of governnent

approach, diplomacy in the | ead, and then nake sure we
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integrate those efforts with the economc and nmilitary as
wel | .

Senator Fischer: This commttee, we consistently hear
that we have to be nore effective in a whole of governnent
approach, especially when we're trying to engage wth our
partners. |If confirmed, can you give ne sone specific
exanples with how you woul d work, naybe with the Departnent
of State, with the Departnent of Commerce, any other
agencies that are out there, so that we can becone even
better partners in Latin Anerica?

[OFf mc response. |

Senator Fischer: | think you need your m c on.

Adm ral Holsey: The civilian deputy at U. S. Sout hern
Command is actually an anbassador. She served in Guyana, so
she's there in the office right now W have Departnent of
Commerce, L&) in our -- one of our 13 L&0s we have in our
command. So, there's avenues to reach in and utilize our
talents, and we have to do that. | think when we convene
our conferences, Chief of Mssion Conference, we bring al
t he anbassadors to SOUTHCOM and we invite all the
Departnment of State, Conmerce, and have these di scussi ons.

That's how we | earned about the great opportunity with
EXIM Bank by inviting the President down to the conference.
So, we'll continue to | ook for those avenues to understand

better what options we have. Yes, ma' am
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Senator Fischer: kay, thank you.

CGeneral, we look at a significant anmount of Total Force
| ogi stics and airlift capability. And we know that that
resides with our National Guard. 1In a potential conflict,
especially wwth a peer adversary, especially when one may
happen with limted notification, limted warnings to our
country, National Guard forces are going to have to really
nobi |'i ze qui ckly.

What do you see as opportunities to increase
i ntegration and col |l aboration with the Total Force,
especially in terns of planning and exercise, so that we can
have a nmuch qui cker depl oynent ?

General Nordhaus: Senator, over the | ast decade, |'ve
really seen an incredible integration of the National Guard
with all operations across the Arny and the Air Force. As
we | ook at transformation that's going on with the Arny and
optimzing for Geat Power Conpetition in the United States
Air Force, our National Guard on both sides are fully
integrated into their plans.

And then as we do exercises, |large scale exercises that
really prepare for that type of conflict if it were to cone,
| think we're well integrated across the board. |If
confirmed, I will work with General CGeorge and CGeneral Alvin
to make sure that we continue that and nake sure that we're

al ways ready and al ways there and we can nobilize quickly to
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meet the needs of our nation.

Senat or Fischer: You know, we've heard this norning,
the State Partnership Program it's been nentioned a couple
of times, the Admral just did that. Do you see
opportunities out there that we can continue to build upon
this progran? | believe that nost states are involved in
It, Nebraska has a couple of partners, and | know that our
Guard feels that that's a val uabl e program not just for our
country, but in the countries that we serve with as well.
Any opportunities out there to grow this?

General Nordhaus: Absolutely, Senator. W wll work
w th conbatant commands to nmeke sure that we take a | ook at
all the opportunities that are out there and through the
State Departnent. W recently just added Finland and
Sweden, and so we will continue to | ook at that program
think it is the incredible asymmetric capability of our
nation with our allies and partners to be that great force
for our nation and for freedom

Senator Fischer: kay, thank you. Thank you, M.
Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fisher.

Senat or Kai ne, pl ease.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you, M. Chair. And
congratul ations to the wi tnesses for your nom nations.

Ceneral Nordhaus, |1'd want to begi n where Senat or

35
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Fisher left off on the State Partnership Program Virginia
has a partnership with Tajikistan that goes back to 2003,
and we're very proud that this year we forned an additi ona
state partnership with Finland. Finland joining NATO
conbines nicely with the fact that we're standing up in NATO
command in Norfolk to focus on the North Atlantic and the
Arctic. And Finland, as a state partner, | think will be a
very val uabl e one for us.

So, | just want to encourage the work that you w ||
continue to do when you are confirned to strengthen these
progranms and | ook at the way the state partnership prograns
can evolve to help us face challenges of the future.

| have a very specific question for you, Genera
Nor dhaus. The Bl ended Retirenent System was devel oped in
the 2016 NDAA to include incentives |ike md-career
continuation pay to encourage retention. Talk a little bit
about how the National Guard has been inpacted by this new
system and is there anything additional Congress can do to
provi de support for National Guard nenbers through prograns
| i ke Bl ended Retirenent?

General Nordhaus: Senator, thanks for the question and
the cormments on the State Partnership Program As we | ook
at our National Guard and we continue to see really high
retention rates, | think that's one of the things that we'l]|

have to continue to |look at to see what inpacts Bl ended
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Retirement System has.

As | said in ny opening statenent and tal ked about wth
t he chai rman, people are ny nunber one priority. And so, we
have to understand what they need, what the requirenents are
to make sure that they're organized, trained, equipped to be
able to do the mission, but they also have the appropriate
pay and benefits to make sure that the National Guard is a
great place to work and then have that in | ongevity.

Senat or Kaine: | understand going forward, we need to
assess that all the tine. Do you have a kind of -- this has
been in place for a couple of years, do you have a sense for
howit's working? | nean, are we too hot, too cold, just
right, or how would you assess it thus far?

Ceneral Nordhaus: Senator, ny early assessnent from ny

time, | haven't seen a significant change, but if confirned,
| wll definitely make that sonmething I'Il take a look at to
understand the inpacts. |If | see anything negative, |I'11,

"1l be sure to cone back to the comm tt ee.

Senator Kaine: Gkay. Thank you for that.

Adm ral Hol sey, | chair the Anericas Subcommittee on
Senate Foreign Relations, and |I'Il pick up on some questions
inline of inquiry from Senator Wcker. He was asking you
whet her partners in the Anericas or seeing or devel opi ng
skepti ci sm based upon sone of their interactions with China.

And | think you're right that the answer is yes, and yet
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what | hear, what | travel in the region is, "But you can't
beat sonething wth nothing."

They may put deals on the table that could trap us in
debt. They may want to do devel opnent projects that will be
performed in a substandard way. Sonetines those projects
are performed with Chinese workers, not workers fromthe
countries in question. There are environnental chall enges.
They' re worrying about data security. | hear that
ever ywher e.

And yet they usually conclude by saying, and yet
they're putting significant investnents on the table that
they're wlling to do, and they don't necessarily see the
same attention, resources fromthe United States. |f you
I nclude U.S. private conpany investnent, and we shoul d
al ways tal k about that as part of what we do, then it
equalizes a little bit nore. But they tend to see China
comng with a checkbook that's nearly, you know, bl ank
checks that they're willing to fill in whatever the nunber
is, and they don't really see that from us.

And sone of the prograns that we have, frankly, for

nations in the Anmericas, as soon as they achi eve sone | evel

of success, like a Costa Rica, Dom nican Republic, we say,
"Well, now you're a well-off nation, and so these prograns
can't serve you anynore."” | think we need to do an awf ul

| ot nore to help those nations in the Anericas that are
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allies who are successful, to succeed even nore.

And what they often say to us is, "As soon as we're
successful, you don't pay attention to us, and you spend
your tinme on the headaches." QOobviously, we need to spend
sone tinme on the headaches, but | think we're getting out
conpeted in the Anericas. And that's ny sense. Ceneral
Ri chardson, | think did a wonderful job. | know you and she
have worked cl osely together in, in strengthening the mill-
to-m Il partnerships, but it does need to go beyond that.

So, if you could maybe share with the commttee what
ri sks do we assune as a country if we fail to devote the
necessary resources, mlitary or otherw se, and attention to
t he chall enges we're seeing in Latin Anmerica.

Adm ral Hol sey: Thank you, Senator. Just one quick
thing 1'Il share. Wen you |ook at the 5G standpoint, and
so from5G if you have a Huawei system or PRC system now
our partners have that data and security risk. It's
connected to your network system Now, how do you conti nue
to work with us, right? So, we're trying to nake sure we
have opportunities and options for them and we just have to
nove a whole ot faster. Yes, sir.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you. | yield back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Kai ne.

Senat or Cotton, please?

Senator Cotton: Thank you. Gentlenen, congratul ations
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on your nom nation and congratul ati ons and thank you to your
famlies and your nentors and the NCOs across the course of
your career who brought you to this point.

CGeneral Nordhaus, obviously the National Guard plays a
very critical role for our nation. W see themat hone
respondi ng to national disasters or crises but we also rely
on them for our national security. As sone of the other
senators have said about their National Guard, the Arkansas
National Guard was just |ast year in Germany providing
critical support and training to Ukraine's arned forces
where | visited with them

And just next week we'll have a ribbon cutting cerenony
at Ebbing Air Force Base for the new foreign training
m ssion for the F-35. These are vitally inportant, not just
for the Arkansas National Guard, but also for our nation
security. And | know that | have your comm tnent to support
that just as nuch as your predecessors have, correct?

CGeneral Nordhaus: Yes, sir. | support those inportant
prograns that you tal ked about.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. | want to turn to an issue
that's kind of at the intersection of your current role at
NORAD, and that m ght be in your role at the National Guard
Bureau. You're famliar, obviously with the high tenpo of
drone incursions over our mlitary installations not just in

places like Iraq and Syria, but here in the United States to

40

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

41

i ncl ude National Guard bases.

What's your view of the National Guard's role in
defending installations and donestic infrastructure from
such drone incursions?

General Nordhaus: Senator, you raised an inportant issue.
Counter small UAS and protecting our bases is absolutely
vital. W are seeing increased incursions through NORTHCOMV
commander Ceneral Quillot, which sets the force protection
across the United States bases have that responsibility to
defend and secure and protect their bases. The sane would
be for the National Guard in the bases. And so I'd work
whol e of governnent approach and certainly with the Services
that has taken this issue very seriously and on weekly
neetings to nmake sure we get after the problem

Senator Cotton: Ckay. Do you have the rel evant
authority you need right now to support DHS and DQJ when we
see drone incursions violating U S. airspace, controls over
US mlitary installations?

General Nordhaus: Senator, authorities are different
in the United States than they are overseas. And so | know
General Quillot nor NORTHCOM as the synchronizer for the
Departnment of Defense. Certainly, |ooking at those and
wor ki ng those authorities to nake sure if additional ones
are needed, that that's brought forward. W want to nmake

sure that we have the right capability, both either kinetic
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or non-kinetic to understand and domai n awareness so that we
can sense the incursions, and then that we have the probl em
set right and the authorities to use whichever need to
protect our people and our equipnent.

Senat or Cotton: Thank you. Any thoughts on what you
m ght do if confirnmed about the | ong-term procurenent and
sustai nment of capabilities needed for a Honel and Counter
drone m ssion?

CGeneral Nordhaus: For the counter drone m ssion, yes
Senator. We'll work with our services who are the
procurenment authority. So I'll certainly work with Genera
Alvin and General George as we |l ook forward to the best way
to defend our bases and protect our people.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. Thank you.

Admral Holsey, | want to talk a little bit about
Haiti. There's a current UN plan and a nultinationa
security support mssion to deploy around 2,500 personnel to
Haiti, nostly from Kenya and Benin, but also sone Cari bbean
nations. | have to say, this strikes ne as a totally
har ebr ai ned schene. Port-Au-Prince, for instance, has 1.2
mllion people. It's overrun by gangs and mlitias, and it
| acks a functioning governnent.

I know that in your current role or your future role,
you don't shape policy as it relates to Haiti, but | do want

to know fromyour mlitary expertise and your role as the
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current deputy commander in SOUTHCOM what do you think is
t he prospect of success for a force of 2,500 personnel to
stabilize a city of 1.2 mllion people without an effective
gover nment ?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, thanks for that question. As
| ook at the current layout right now, we're planning for
approxi mately 1000 at this point, is what we're | ooking at.
So it's a very challenging problemset, right? But |I wll
share with you, as | ook at at |east one netric right now
we have the about 350, alnbst 380 or so Kenyans on the
ground. Wen | | ook at the nunber of Haitians com ng

through the Darien, and |I've seen that nunber trendi ng down

for the last couple nonths, | think that's sonewhat sending
a signal to at least the Haitians that they're willing to
wait and see how this plays out. But it will be a very

chal I engi ng probl em set, sir.

Senator Cotton: Yeah, | think it'll be challenging as
well. And what concerns ne nost is there's a fairly long
hi story of our interventions or the UN s interventions in
Haiti, and they don't have very good end stories, especially
the United Nations and what sone of its officials have done
in Haiti. | just worry very nmuch that other nations are
biting off nore than they can chew under a hair-brained UN
schene, and where are they going to turn in a crisis?

They're going to turn to you and to the United States
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and our personnel, and we mght end up in a situation where
we have to put Anerican forces at |least into the ports to
hel p evacuate people. And | think that would be very, very
unw se for our nation. So | agree that 2,500 troops, or
even a few nore than that, is unlikely to do nuch in Haiti
and puts our own personnel potentially at great risk in the
future.

Thank you. Congratul ations both.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Cotton.

Senator King, please.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral
Hol sey, you're serving in a war zone. Since we've been
sitting here this norning, 10 Anericans have died as a
result of the work in that war zone. |'mtalking about
overdose deaths, over a hundred thousand in the country,
al nrost one a day in ny state of Maine. Anericans are dying,
and here's what's the problemor a problem a part of the
probl em

W are only interdicting 25 percent of the drug
shi pmrents by sea that are comng to this country that we
know of , that intelligence tells us are com ng and where
they are. And yet, 75 percent of them get through. That's
| nexcusable. There's sonething crazy about that. W're
tal ki ng about perspective issues with other countries in the

region, this is a real |ive war zone where people are being
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killed. And | just don't understand it. This has been
going on for years, |'ve been asking this question.

So | want to understand why we're able to only
interdict 25 percent of the drug shipnents that we know
about. And if it's a lack of ships, let's find them The
Navy, the Coast Guard, nei ghboring countries. How about
this? The boats that we do interdict, let's get the people
off and the drugs off and turn theminto -- armthem and
then they can be part of the fleet to interdict other
shi pnent s.

But we've got to think creatively about this. [|I'mtired of
coming to this hearing every couple of years and heari ng
this sane figure of 25 percent interdiction of what we know
of. WII you comnmit to ne to do two things?

Nunber one, to |l ook for the resources and the assets
that are necessary to execute this m ssion. And nunber two,
to |l ook at the organi zation of the mssion. There are lots
of U.S. governnent agencies involved, intelligence, DHS,
drug interdiction, Navy, Coast Guard. M sense is nobody's
in charge. And I'd |like you to cone back to this conmttee
Wi th an organi zational chart that shows that sonebody is in

charge. And | never |like to hear the phrase, "all of
governnent." Every tinme | hear that phrase, what | hear is,
nobody' s i n charge.

WIl you nmake those two comm tnents, Admral ?
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Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, | understand your concern.
And even one life is precious. And so it doesn't matter how

many, right? One is precious.

"Il share with you that I1'Il commt to |ooking at this
very closely. | believe that we have areas that we can
i mprove. | wll advocate for adequate resourcing air and

maritinme assets to bol ster our presence and to be able to

effect interdiction. | think we have to do that. W have
to continue to work with intelligence as well. But again,
it's a very challenging problemset. W'IlIl continue to

support the | ead federal agency, the DEA. Again, we have
all those resources, but now we have to bring themtogether.

Senator King: But if you don't have the assets, if you
don't have those ships, let us know. That's the business
that we're in. Let us know so that we can try to solve this
problem But | want you, as you're flying back today, bear
in mnd that one Anerican, every five mnutes, 24 hours a
day is dying --

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir.

Senator King: -- as aresult of this crisis.

General, congratul ations on your appointnment. | should
have said that to you as also Admral Hol sey. W want KC
46s at Bangor at the 101st Air Refueling Wng, and | hope
that that's going to be on your list. That's, as you know,

during the @ulf War, during anything that's going on in
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Eur ope, Ukraine, the 101lst Air Refueling Wng is critica
because what they work is the North Atlantic.

So, will you commt to ne that they wll get a good,
cl ose, serious consideration for the next round of
depl oynent of KGC- 46s?

CGeneral Nordhaus: Senator, |like you raised, KC46 is
an incredible platformfor us. | also visited Bangor up
there within the last six nonths or so. And sir, you have
an incredible unit up there. And certainly, with the states
and opportunities for KC-46, that'll be a very critica
process that we're going through right now Certainly, al
the states that have the opportunity, | believe there's 15
of them we'll have a full look with the criteria that's
been acknow edged by the states, al so approved by the w ng
commanders and the tags, and then that'll come up through a
process and be open and transparent for that.

Senator King: Thank you. | was going to suggest you
could, as you visit Bangor, you could visit Pease by flying
over it on the way to Bangor. | suggested that to Senator
Shaheen.

Quick note, a lot of people have nentioned
partnershi ps, these international partnerships. W have one
with Montenegro, very successful. W cane to their defense
in 2022 on a cyber incident. It nmade a huge difference for

them [|'mvery proud of our cyber warriors in Mine, as
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wel | as the MAINEi acs of the 101st. Thank you.

Senat or Wcker: M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Senator W cker.

Senator Wcker: | yielded back 14 seconds earlier. |
wonder if | could ask Adm ral Hol sey, what do we do with
t hose boats that we seize and interdict, and what do you
t hi nk about that suggestion?

Adm ral Holsey: So, sir, we actually do seize boats.
In fact, part of our JIATF South and as well as our nav
south hybrid fleet we're using sone of these boats as
drones, as targets. And so we do that. And then if it's
unseaworthy, then the ship duly sinks it or scuttles it if
It's not seawort hy.

Senator Wcker: | think it's a worthwhil e suggestion
t hat Senator King has nade.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Wcker. Thank you,
Senat or Ki ng.

Senat or Scott, please.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. First
congratul ati ons on your nom nations. Thank you for your
willingness to serve. Thank you for the sacrifice of your
famlies.

So l'"'mfromFlorida, so we follow closely what's goi ng
on in Latin Arerica. So you can |ook at Cuba, Venezuel a,

and Ni caragua, Colunbia. Look at all these places. Even
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some issues that are going on in Brazil. So, Admra
Hol sey, let's take Venezuela. Maduro's trying to steal the
el ection. |I'mvery disappointed the Biden and Harris
Admi ni stration won't recogni ze Gonzal ez as the President-
el ect.

The el ection was clearly stolen. W're still fighting
to nmake sure that Maduro | eaves power. So, what if Maduro

doesn't | eave power? What concerns do you have and what

wi || happen in Venezuel a and how does it inpact our national
security?

Adm ral Hol sey: So, Senator, | understand your
concern. | think if Maduro doesn't leave, | think the

instability will continue. The econony has worsened since
2013, you had over 8 mllion mgrants | eave the country.

You' ve had the econony, there's a |ack of food, water
supply, services. So again, | see a potential where the
mass migration continues through the Darien. And, if
confirnmed, I'll continue to work with ny allies and partners
in the region to try to mtigate the instability caused by
the migration.

Senator Scott: So, communi st China, or conmuni st
reginme in Cuba, do you think they're a national security
threat to the United States?

Adm ral Holsey: | think right now Senator, in Cuba, as

| think they're being supported by both Russia and Chi na,
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froma security cooperation, deepen their relationship with
them And if confirnmed, | continue to nmake sure we remain
keenly aware of any defense cooperation in sales collection
or mlitary deploynents, and nake sure | can provide options
as required.

Senator Scott: Do you believe Colunbia is a trusted
mlitary partner?

Admral Holsey: In ny 18, 19 nonths in the job now |
see no reason why they're not. | think they're very engaged
with us. They're taking | osses every day. They're in the
fight against the TCOs, and they're |ooking for our support,
and | think we need to continue to support them

Senator Scott: Does it concern you that Petro has
alliances wwth Cuba, wth Maduro, and with communi st Chi na?

Adm ral Hol sey: Right now, sir fromnmy standpoint, |
really work with the mlitary. | think kind of a bigger DCD
or a bigger policy question. But | think our role as a
mlitary organi zation, our alignment with the mlitary
fol ks, we have to make sure that stays pretty tight. And
"1l continue to do that.

Senator Scott: Free speech is under assault in Brazil
after it banned the use of X, which is blatant censorship of
the Brazilian people by the Socialist Lula governnent. What
chal |l enges do restrictive censorship policies |like these

have in our ability to maintain productive U S. mlitary
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rel ati onshi ps?
Adm ral Holsey: | think right now, Senator, the
relationship we have with at least the mlitary is pretty

solid. And they've supported us and we continue to support

them Even when they visit us, they still talk about when
they supported us in Wrld War I1. | think they're there as
reliable, trusted partners fromBrazil. | think we should
support themas well. Cdearly, |I think froma departnent of

state interagency standpoint, whole of governnent, we take a
| ook at policies restricting free speech.

Senator Scott: Admral Holsey, many civilians work at
SQUTHCOM and we have an el ection com ng up around the
corner. |If one of those civilians was found to have
viol ated the Hatch Act, how would you hol d t hem account abl e?

Adm ral Holsey: | would hold them accountable, sir,

Senator Scott: Wat would you do?

Adm ral Holsey: Well, have it investigated, and
properly.

Senator Scott: Could |I ask both of you what you think
the i nportance of Honestead Air Force Base is?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir. Currently froma SOUTHCOM
perspective, it's a solid resource for us. W used it in
our recent Haiti operations. W've used it in exercises.
It's the honme of our SOC South headquarters, which is our

headquarters conponent, head conponent for our conpete PRC
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So, we like their location and what they're doing for us.

General Nordhaus: And Senator frommny current position
for Conr 1st Air Force, certainly they do a roll down from
Honestead with the aerospace control alert. They're a
i ncredi ble unit down there with the 125th that flies out of
Honestead at tines. So, it's very inportant to us.

Senator Scott: Al right, thanks.

Adm ral Hol sey, do you need nore assets? Going back to
what Senat or Ki ng brought up, do you have the assets? |
nmean, what surprises ne is we spend all this noney in the
M ddl e East and all over the world, and it seens |ike we
treat you guys like a stepchild when we have all these
| ssues going on in Latin Anerica.

Adm ral Hol sey: So, Senator, we are a posture |limted

theater. | think we're working with the assets we have.
But again, if confirmed, I'll take a |look at our current
m ssion set and I'll certainly ask for nore assets I'l|l need

going forward. Yes, sir.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Scott.

Senator Peters, please.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank you, gentlenen for being here and for all your
wor k and service to our country. W appreciate you.

General Nordhaus, | want to first off, just thank you.

52
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Thank you for comng to the office yesterday we had an
opportunity to discuss a variety of issues. And I
appreci ated that opportunity. And as we discussed at |ength
yesterday, Selfridge Air National Guard Base in M chigan
which | know you're very famliar with, and you' ve actually
flown in and out of as a fighter pilot, is the largest Ar
National Guard base in the country.

It has very uni que base operational m ssion
requi renents and is the sole host requiring additional
personnel. And to be clear, it is |like an active-duty base.
It's not a Air National CGuard facility that shares a
civilian airfield and is a part of it. It is the airfield,
it is the base. It really is for all intents and purposes
an active-duty base. The only one in the Air National Guard
system
But |I'mvery concerned about sone potential personne
decisions at Selfridge indicating that the base is going to
| ose up to 117 full-tinme civilians, including 15 contracting
personnel. So, ny question for you General is, if
confirmed, | understand you have the authority to pause
these cuts, and can | get your commtnent that you will
pause these personnel cuts until an independent third-party
manpower study conparing Sel fridge personnel needs to active
duty bases, not the other Air National Guard bases that are

adjacent to a civilian airfield and share those facilities,
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Wul d you conmt to having that independent third-party
study so we're really truly conparing apples to apples, not
appl es to oranges.

General Nordhaus: Senator, like you said, I'mfrom
Toledo. So, ny tinme up in that area has been incredible and
to see Mchigan and Selfridge. So, |'ve been there many
times. | understand the base very well. Certainly, want to
work with your team if confirmed, to go back and forth to
make sure that we can get to right and what that |ooks IiKke.
And if we can't get to an agreenent what the appropriate
thing to do is, you certainly have ny commtnent to | ook at
a third party to make sure that we can | ook at all the
nunbers to nake sure that we neet mssion to requirenents
and take care of our people in the mssion. And |I know how
critical it is up in the state of M chigan.

Senator Peters: WlIlIl, that's wonderful. That's great.
"Il 1ook forward, if confirmed, to working with you and
your conm tnent today that if necessary to have a third
party having a fresh set of eyes |ooking at it, you' re open
to that?

General Nordhaus: Yes, sir. |I'mdefinitely open to
t hat .

Senator Peters: Geat. Thank you. Also, Cenera

Nor dhaus, |ast nonth nore than 6,300 mlitary personnel from
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32 states as well as many key allies and partners gathered
in Mchigan at the National Al Domain War Fighting Center
during exercise Northern Strike. This exercise allows
participants to hone their expeditionary sustai nnent and
joint integrated fires training, and year after year nore
and nore units request to join this truly premer training
event in an amazing place in northern M chigan.

So, Ceneral, given this increasing denmand how do you
envi si on expandi ng Northern Strike during your tender? And
will you commt to working with me to expand both active
duty as well as reserve conponents, as well as our allies
and partners, to be a presence at Northern Strike to fully
utilize this facility and its outstanding training
capabilities that exist there?

General Nordhaus: Senator, |ikew se, 1've flown out of

Al pena many tinmes. | understand the incredible airspace and
all the opportunities around there to include Gayling in
the other areas. Certainly, doing these |arge-scale
exercises are critical to how we get after G eat Power
Conpetition. You have nmy commtnent that | wll do
everything | can to make sure that we stay after the
capabilities that we need to be interoperable and

I ntegrative with our joint partners, allies, and partners,
and with the joint team

Senat or Peters: G eat . Good to hear that, General.
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My | ast question, General, as we discussed yesterday in ny
office, | remain commtted to securing a future fighter
repl acenent mssion for our retiring A-10 fighter jets that
are currently at Selfridge. | know you share mnmy concerns
about deactivating the fighter squadron and the resulting
degradation of Air Guard and Air Force readiness. As a
result of that, Selfridge Air Guard pilots have as you're
wel | aware, a wealth of experience, which will be |ost.
It'1l be lost if the Air Force does not recapitalize their
fighter m ssion.

So, ny question for you, Ceneral, as an experienced
fighter pilot with over 3000 flight hours, can you share
with me and the commttee, the value of Selfridge's Air
GQuard fighter pilots and their experience, and how necessary
that is for the Total Force?

Ceneral Nordhaus: Senator, certainly when we see tines
of pilot shortages and mai nt enance shortage and the
capabilities of fighters to neet the gl obal demand from our
conmbat ant commands, | want to work with General Alvin to
make sure that we get after the right fighter force
structure across the Air Force and the Air National Guard.

Senator Peters: Thank you, General. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Peters.

Senator Tuberville, please.
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Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairmnan.
Gent | enen, thanks for being here. Congratulations. Thanks
for your service and your lifetinme of sacrifice. Both of
you done a great job.

CGeneral, do you have any nunbers on recruiting in
Nati onal CGuard over the |ast couple of years?

CGeneral Nordhaus: Senator, as | prepped for the
hearing to get with both the Arny National Guard and the Air
Nat i onal Guard, that was one of ny questions was, where are
they at and this year for neeting and strength. It's ny
understanding fromthemthat they're both going to mss it
by roughly about 700 to 800. M understanding also is that
they' ve turned the corner com ng out of the gl obal pandem c
where they weren't able to get into schools and other things
where they normally recruited from So they're starting to
see a great positivity there.

The Future Arny Sol dier Preparatory Course that the
Arnmy has done is ny understanding, the Arny has brought in
25,000, and | believe 4,500 of those are going into the Arny
Nati onal Guard, production recruiters, finding assistance,
ways to hel p the production recruiters get after recruiting
back in the schools, getting to junior colleges and those
t hi ngs.

I"'mcommtted, if confirnmed, fromny tine at the

Readi ness Center, where every day | was focused on
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recruiting and retention, because we have to hire the best,
and then we have to organize and train them equip themto
do our nation's capabilities for war tine and peace tine.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah, | think it's so inportant
because we're not reaching our goals and in full-tinme
mlitary, and | think it's very inportant for us to, you
know, fill up or even exceed what we do in recruiting in
National Guard. Wuld you agree?

Ceneral Nordhaus: | would agree, Senator.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. Thank you.

Admral, | spent sone tinme down in Panama | ast couple
of years, done a little research. W're fortunate to have a
new president there in Mulino. He thinks |like we do. He
wants us and to have nore presence there. Wth the, | don't
know what |'ve | ooked at and studi ed, probably one of the
nost asinine decisions is us fully pulling out of the Panama
Canal . You know, since 1999, nmaking that decision in the
early 80s just talking to people down there, they're hurting
econom cally. And when you're in that point, you're very
vul nerabl e to Russia, China.

China had their foothold in till we got this president
i n down there, and we need to nake a -- and | know you
understand this, we need to be able to hold onto the Panama
Canal , because as what we're hearing, if something were to

happen in the Pacific, howin the hell are we going to get
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things to the Pacific especially fromthe East coast, if we
have to go all the way down to the bottom of South Anerica
and not be able to go through the Panama Canal, if China
were to be able to block that thing off, or do sonet hing,
damage it, or whatever? You agree with that?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator.

Senator Tuberville: The problemthat they're having
down there again is, you being the deputy, how nmany people
do we actually have down in the Panama area that helps with
t he Panamani ans, with the canal? O do we have any input at
all withit?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, we generally have our SFAB
Teans, which are really advising and assi st teans down
there. But | was share with you just recently, we just
conpl et ed PANAMAX Exerci se where we had hundreds of troops
wor ki ng together, maritine assets, aviation assets, ground
assets. And again, that builds that interoperability and
that trust and conpetence to kind of take on malign actors.
So again, and plus it sends a strong signal that we're
wor ki ng together as a team so we have to continue to do
t hose type of actions.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah, |I'd really love to see this
Presi dent cone up and visit wth our people in the Wite
House and t he Pentagon because | think this is a huge

national security issue if we don't take care of it with
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this president. Because it could change very quickly, you
know, if they have another regi ne change, their econony is
really, really struggling.

To anot her point, tell nme about the cell drone that we
use in the Caribbean and in your AOR Do you think that
they' re adequate and they're doing the job that they need to
do?

Admral Holsey: Yes, sir. |'d like to thank the Navy.
| think |last year or a couple years, we got a chance to
bring cell drones to our hybrid fleet. 1It's a new process
by the Navy to actually get after with our Iimted assets.
And one thing the partners always ask for is maritine domain
awar eness. So, these cell drones, we've been able to use
them from an ex experinental standpoint and operational, and
they're showi ng promse. So, | think we have to continue to
wor k and figure out how we can use themnore so into our
schene. But we do have them | ocated throughout the AOCR
Yes, sir.

Senator Tuberville: Wre they used when the Russi ans
brought their ships in and submari nes?

Admral Holsey: | can talk to you later, sir. But
it's a great opportunity. W' ve used them operationally.
Yes, sir.

Senat or Tuberville: How many do we have in the

Cari bbean? You know, do we have a dozen, two dozen?
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Adm ral Hol sey: Less than a dozen, sir.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. Gkay. You need nore?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir. W could use nore. Yes,
sir.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.

Senator Kelly, please.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,
General, congrats on your nom nati ons.

General, Senator Peters asked a question about that was very
specific to Selfridge Air Force Base and recapitalization of
the fighter jets there. | read sone |anguage in the Fisca
Year '25 Senate NDAA on fighter force preservation and
recapitalization, which would require the Secretary of the
Air Force to cone up with a plan and then inplenent a plan
to sustain and recapitalize all 25 fighter squadrons in the
Air National Guard.

So, what do you think is the right bal ance between
nmoder ni zati on and keeping our fourth gen fighters?

General Nordhaus: Senator, fromny time as being the
director of Ops for the National CGuard and sitting on ops
steps it was great to see the capability not only across the
Air Force and in the National Guard, but the requirenents

across the globe for fighter demand. |If confirned, | want
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to work with General Alvin to nmake sure that we understand
what that right balance is between fourth gen and fifth gen
to make sure that we can be there not only for the conbat
commands but al so for Honel and Def ense.

Senator Kelly: And what kind of weight do you give
like a conflict in the Western Pacific conpared to European
t heat er when naki ng these kinds of decisions?

General Nordhaus: Senator, as we | ook at China,
certainly they're trying to gain advantage in |and, air,
sea, cyber, and space. And so over in the |Indopacom Theat er
China is our pacing threat. And so we want to nmake sure
that we have the right capabilities and fifth gen can be
bal anced with fourth gen and other things that the Air Force
Is working. So, once again, if confirnmed, | want to work
with General Alvin to get after that problem set.

Senator Kelly: Al right, thank you, Ceneral.

Admral, we are in the mdst of a global strategic
conpetition with both Russia and China. And China
especially, continues to influence a |ot of effort there to
I nfluence in the Western hem sphere, you know, econom c
engagenent that they use to gain access to natural resources
and influence in the politics of countries, especially in
Latin Anerica and the Caribbean are having an effect. And
we continue to see inroads that China's making in South

Ameri ca.
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22 countries in SOUTHCOM have joined the Belt and Road
Initiative as China seeks to sign themup for sone pretty
bad deals and then exploit themfor their natural resources.
So, Admral, how can we or you SOUTHCOM hi ghlight to
countries in Latin America and South Anmerica about the
dangers of working wth China?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, | share your concern. |
think we have to continue to expose malign activity as we
see it. That's done a | ot by our engagenent fromthe
di pl omati ¢ standpoint. Wen we do our mlitary exercises,
our mll to mll exchanges we've been able to -- one thing
our partners are asking for us nowis cyber. So, we have
been able to go and do joint conbat conmand, cyber assess
team So, we go and |l ook at their systens and help them
out, cyber hygiene to ask for space support too.

So, again, | think it's really a whole of governnent
effort is kind of showthe malign activity and nake sure our
partners are aware of it, and we have to continue to do that
W th speed.

Senator Kelly: Beyond cyber, can you talk a little bit
about the inpact that foreign mlitary sales in SOUTHCOM
have and the benefits of building strong relationships wth
our partners in the area, in light of the fact that, you
know, China often goes in there and gives them sone pretty

good deals on equi pnent that is not first rate.
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Adm ral Hol sey: So, to be clear, our partnerships are
best determ nants in theater. And again, our major |ever as
a posture limted theater is a security operation. And so
via the foreign mlitary sales process, foreign mlitary
financing is a key enabler for us. But we have to deliver
faster though. And that's kind of the thing we've seen as
we kind of go forward as we're watching this process the
| ast year.

So, we're trying to find the ways to deliver quicker,
to get our partners neet themat a point of need, to get
them the assets they need. But again, they want the
maritime domai n awareness, they want the cyber, they want
the patrol craft. So again, if we do that, then we have to
deliver so that PRC doesn't have a chance.

Senator Kelly: |Is there one country in particular that
you' re concerned about in, you know, their interest in
buying PRC mlitary hardware?

Adm ral Hol sey: So, they have a | ease -- Venezuela's
one for sure. Cuba's one for sure as well. But as far as
-- | was happy to see our designs get the F-16 vice, the JF-
17. We did not want that in this theater. But again,
they're very subtle. They engage and they won't stop. So
we have to stay on top of it. Yes, sir.

Senator Kelly: Yeah, that JF-17 i ssue was one that

|"ve been tracking since | got here, and it is good to see
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that they'll be flying F-16s instead. Better plane for them

t 0o.

Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly.

Senat or Budd, pl ease.

Senator Budd: Thank you, M. Chairman, and good to see
you all again. | enjoyed our conversations earlier this

week in ny office.

The National Defense Strategy, it's clear that
protecting our honeland is our mlitary's nunber one
priority. And one of the greatest threats to the security
of the American people is the crisis at the southern border.
Now as we tal ked about, although DOD is not the | ead federal
agency responsi ble for securing the border or enforcing
immgration laws, if confirmed, you'll both play a critical
role in stemmng the flow of illegal immgration and
conbating drug cartels plaguing our country with fentanyl.

So General, if confirmed, you would oversee training
and nobilization of nore than 2,500 National Guardsnen
supporting the Custons and Border Patrol at the Border.

Admral, if confirmed, you would be responsible for
SOQUTHCOVE efforts to conbat transnational crimnal
organi zations profiting fromhuman trafficking and drug
trafficking, and that ultimtely harnms our conmunities

across the country, including comunities in ny hone state
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of North Carolina.

So, ny question is this, if confirnmed, will you both
make these efforts a top priority? |1'd appreciate a sinple
yes or no answer. Ceneral?

General Nordhaus: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Budd: Admral?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator.

Senator Budd: Thank you bot h.

General, in your advanced policy questions, you state that
you' re proud of the National Guard support of the Border

m ssion. Their support of it, right? But yet you nake it a
point that it doesn't add readi ness value. Can you help ne
understand that a little better?

General Nordhaus: Senator, first off, I'd like to
thank the conmttee for the funds that they provide for our
counter drug program 2,500 of our folks are out there
doi ng and supporting across the United States, and in 2023,
$10 billion worth of illegal drugs were taken off the
street. So, thank you for the efforts on our counter drug
progr am

As we go to the Southwest border, we want to make sure
that the readiness is not getting added. So, while they're
on the Sout hwest border, they're doing advise and assi st,
monitoring, they're in support of Custons and Border Patrols

so that they can do their |aw enforcenent along there.
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They' re not back hone training for Geat Power
Conpetition mssions. They're not back home with their
famlies and their enployers getting set up so that the next
time they're asked to deploy overseas for a conbat role,
that they have that nore spin for the National Guard. W've
seen very consistent that our service nmenbers continue to be
retained at a high Ievel.

And so, they appreciate, the deploy, to dwell that they
have. But every tinme we send themto another |ocation, it
does take themaway fromtheir famlies and fromtheir

enpl oyers, and we can't use themto train for G eat Power

Conpetition.
Senator Budd: | thank you for your |eadership on this,
General. | think the part that's not said is the enphasis

and the need to have strict enforcenent of our immgration
| aws and fully allow border patrol to secure borders so that
t he guardsnmen under your watch and care can get back to
preparing for potential conflict with our adversaries.
Admral, earlier this week in ny office, we had a great
di scussion regarding the | engthy and bureaucratic processes
that our allies and partners face in the Foreign Mlitary
Sal es process. So how does the current FMS process hanper
efforts wwth partners in places |ike Pananma, Col unbia, that
could help those countries stemthe flow of mgrants,

i1l egal mgrants, or conbat drug cartel s?
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Adm ral Hol sey: So, Senator, | understand your
concern, it's a very |long process.

Senat or Budd: Yes.

Adm ral Hol sey: There are a lot of different, as you
term wckets to go through to get the, you know, letter of
acceptance to go back to the, whether it's a ship or a
service the conpany's going to go to. So, it takes a |ot of
time and you want to generally make sure you're checking al
the boxes to nake sure you get it right. That's part of the
-- it's just really bureaucracy, right?

So again, and partners are waiting for these tools, and
If they don't get them then they | ook el sewhere. So right
now, what we're trying to do is working with EXI M Bank and
others to find other ways to deliver quicker. And so,
again, we had a chief of mssion conference this past Muy.
Had a chance to bring in the EXIM Bank president, share that
story and how she's willing to help, and other avenues to go
after things outside the process.

And we're seeing sone results that we mght be able to
train and get better results over.

Senator Budd: Thank you for that. Wuld you m nd
sharing wwth the conmmttee the exanple of the maritine
patrol aircraft that took personal involvenent from Genera
Ri chardson in order to get it delivered?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yeah. Yes, very briefly. | think the
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aircraft had been stalled for over two years. And her first
visit with the President, he asked about that aircraft and
she cane back and really got personally involved. And three
nonths later or so, the plane was delivered, and she was
able to go there and the president was actually there at the
reception along with sone of his cabinet nenbers. So it's a
great process if we get it to work.

Senator Budd: So, in closing, I'll ask you this if
confirmed, Admiral, do you commt to keep the commttee
updated on simlar issues so that we can work together to
| nprove the FMS process?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Budd: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Budd.

Senator Schmtt, please.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Admral, | have sone questions for you. Thank you for
bei ng here. You authored the controversial, | would say,
Task Force One Navy Report. Is that right?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, | was part of the |ead there,
yes.

Senator Schmtt: GOkay. | want to ask you a few
questions about that. So, on page 33, it recomends
including a "Cultural framework questionnaire, tailored to

I ndi vidual mnority candi dates for the Naval Acadeny." Wat
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does that mean?

Adm ral Holsey: So, | don't have that in front of ne
right now, Senator, but | would share that basically what we
started | ooking at was a whole of person criteria, to | ook
at young fol ks and nake sure we can open our apps here and
| ook for nore talent and use every -- | ook at the talents of
all those willing to serve our nation.

Senator Schmitt: So, does that nean that there's a
different application based on sonebody's race?

Adm ral Hol sey: No, Senator. And to be clear, we are
a war fighting organization. Qur nost fundamental duty is
support and defend the constitution and to support and nake
sure we can take care of the safety and serve of Anerican
people. That's what we're about. W're war fighters,
right? So that's what this process is about, to nake sure
we can buil d readi ness.

Senator Schmitt: Well, | would agree with that. On
page 40, |I'm honestly trying to understand what sone of
these terns nean and how it would apply. | don't think any
of this stuff has been inplemented yet. |Is that right?

Adm ral Hol sey: Most of the results fromthe Task
Force One Navy Report was rolled into the Culture of
Excel | ence canpaign. |If you | ook at the recomrendati ons,
there are words |ike explore, review, and then the Navy took

a look at it and they decided what they wanted to use, what
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they could help to build war fighters. And so basically the
Cul ture of Excellence, which is about war fighting, war
fighters in the foundation, is what's left over now, the
task force one effort.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. On page 40 of that, you
recommend that we consider the use of diversity stanps on
mnority applications. Wlat is a diversity stanp?

Adm ral Hol sey: Actually, that was from before. There
used to be a case of diversity stanps. |'mnot sure if that
was the exact recomendation. | don't have in front of ne
ri ght now, so.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. | guess the idea then of
whether it's in there -- | want to nmake sure | understand
--what is the thinking behind a diversity stanp?

Adm ral Hol sey: So, Senator, | would share with you
that I'mrem nded of the words E pluribus unum out of many
one. That's who we are. W're a nation of inmgrants.
We're a nation of people serving together. There's so many
of us today who are | ooking for opportunity to serve, and
they want to serve our nation and do what's best for all of
us.

And so, | think again, the Navy was | ooking away to
find out who people were. To be quite honest, after two
years in Carrier Strike Goup Command, | was asked to | ead

this effort. | did not ask for it. | didn't want to do it.
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But | think I was selected to do it because of ny character,
ny reputation, ny professional --

Senator Schmtt: Well, listen, | admre your career,
and | really do thank you for your service. | just, ny
concern is, and this is not the first time |'ve asked on
this kind of topic, when people conme before and you know
t heir name has been associated with sone of these ideas, |
do think it's incredibly divisive, right? To be whether
it's a quota or it's a just dividing the room by i mmutable
characteristics.

| just don't think it has anything to do, or it has no
place in our mlitary. | really don't. And | do think we
shoul d be active in reaching out to you know, a broad group
of people to serve. | don't disagree with that at all
But, you know, when there's things |ike recommendation 5.4,
which is to counter hate speech who decides? Wo's the
arbiter of what's hate speech in this reconmendati on?

Adm ral Hol sey: That is decided by the Uniform Code of
MIlitary Justi ce.

Senator Schmitt: Okay. Wuld referring to white
peopl e as Bubba's be hate speech?

Adm ral Holsey: | don't know about that.

Senator Schmtt: Well, that's part of the problem
mean, Derek Chollet, who's President Biden's nom nee to be

under Secretary of Defense for policy, that's what he said
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in 2020. So, | don't know, is he disqualified? |Is that
hat e speech or not hate speech? So, this is what |I'm
getting at. Like, | don't understand what a | ot of these
ternms even nean, and certainly not how they woul d be
applied. And, you know, you authored this report, so |I'm
honestly asking for sonme explanations about how this woul d
actual ly work.

Adm ral Hol sey: Again, | think Senator, the Navy took
the report. They |looked at it and they'|ll decide how they
want to go forward with it. As | said before if anything
out of it they brought it to the Culture of Excellence 2.0
to look at how to build war fighters.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. Well, we may followup with
sone additional questions on this because | don't know what
a quality assurance check nmeans. | don't, like -- anyway |
appreciate your service. There's just a |ot of questions
about this report that | have, which | hope you can
appreciate. |I'mnot alone inthis. | think we need to do
everything we can to ensure that our arned services and our
mlitary is the great neritocracy it should be.

And ny concern is that you start dividing people up or

you know, this obsession with kind of with race is not good

for us. It's certainly not. | don't think gets us further
down the road. | think it's hurting recruiting. | firmy
believe that. So, | appreciate your tine here today.
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Adm ral Hol sey: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Schmtt.

Senat or Sullivan, please.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. And
gent| enen, congratul ati ons on your nom nation, both of you
and your famlies as well. So appreciate famlies being
here, being supportive. As | told ny wife and daughters,
you know, you m ght not be wearing a uniform but you're
serving sonetines harder job than it is for the nen and

wonen wearing a uniform So, thank you.

General, | want to go into a little bit follow up on
our conversation yesterday in ny office. | actually really
appreciated that. | thought it was a really good neeting.

But | want to begin with this just maybe a little bit of
| essons learned fromthis latest Air Guard initiative on the
PEC |l eveling, as they called it.

My owmn view is that there was a | ot of m stakes that
happened, and | want to get your commitnent to make sure
that you work with this commttee and ny office and ne
directly to make sure those m stakes don't happen again.
The biggest m stake was the Guard at the highest |evels
didn't check in with the joint force on, "Hmm is this
Initiative we're undertaking going to i npact the readi ness
of the joint force?" That's nunber one.

Nunmber two, didn't really kind of, at |least as far as |
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can tell, didn't check in with the commttee. And then
nunber three, particularly as it relates to the great state
of Al aska and our incredible guardsnen there, didn't check
in with the NORTHCOM conmander, ALCOM commander sayi ng,
"Hey, is this initiative going to inpact what these nen and
wonen do?"

So, what's your thought on that? W had a good
di scussion. And can you conmt to ne to nmake sure that the
I ssues we tal ked about yesterday don't happen again? It was
a big m stake and, you know, a | ot of young nen and wonen
wer e making decisions in nmy state who had served in the
mlitary for a long tine to essentially get out. Not good.
So, can you comrent on that and make that conmtnent to ne,
sir?

General Nordhaus: Senator, | can nmake that comm tnent
to you. Communication transparency, | think is the hall mark
to make sure that we get out to all the stakehol ders and
understand points of view fromeach side. And then we need
to comruni cate that up and back and make sure that we
understand any of the inplications |like you tal ked about.
So, you have ny commtnent, if confirnmed, to reviewthis in
whol e and to nmake sure that | communi cate back to this
commttee as required.

Senator Sullivan: And to check in with the joint

force, the active-duty force, correct?
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General Nordhaus: Yeah, absolutely Senator. And
that's what | neant by all the stakeholders. So |I'mtalKking
about conmbat ant conmmands, MAG conns, the Air Force.

Senator Sullivan: Good. D d you hear what happened
yesterday in the NORAD region of Alaska |ast night?

CGeneral Nordhaus: Yes sir. And | was on, on ny
systens and tal king back and forth with General Moore.

Senator Sullivan: GCkay, good. Just for the chairman's
knowl edge and this commttee's know edge, we had anot her
Russi an bear bonber incursion into the Al aska ADI Z | ast
night. this is in addition to on July 24th, we had a joint
Chi nese Russi an strategi c bonber task force entered the
Al aska ADIZ. That's the first tine anywhere in Anerican
ai rspace ever that that's happened. That's an escal ation
bet ween our two bi ggest adversaries.

Last August, we had a joint Chinese, Russian naval task
force of 12 ships -- Admral, I'"'msure you're aware of this
-- off the coast of Alaska. W already had a three-ship
Chi nese Naval Task Force this sunmer, Russians Naval Task
Force this summer. And of course, the spy balloons that
were shot down February 10th of |ast year.

The reason I'm nentioning that General is, you know,
what unit nade it happen that our joint force, both naval
but in particular the air assets, could go intercept these

Russi an and Chi nese bonbers and send them back to their
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comruni st countries and tell them "Hey, stay out of our
ADI Z or maybe you'll get shot down next tine." \Wat unit
made that happen?

General Nordhaus: Sir, that'd be the 168th up at
Eiel son with their KC 135s.

Senator Sullivan: And what kind of unit is that?

Gener al Nor dhaus: It's an Air National Guard unit,

Senator Sullivan: Right. So, sone of the nost
i nportant m ssions that are happening in the world today,
front lines wwth G eat Power Conpetition in Al aska are being
-- there's no way that m ssion could have happened w t hout
the Air National Guard, correct?

General Nordhaus: That's correct, sir.
Senator Sullivan: The previ ous NORTHCOM commander nenti oned
that these guard nenber units were operating not at I|ike
varsity football, not at varsity college football, but at
pro Super Bow level. That's how good they were. And all
of these mssions that | just nentioned. Wuld you agree
with that?

General Nordhaus: Senator, |I'mvery proud of all the
service nmenbers in the Air National Guard and the Arny
Nati onal Guard, and in the active forces that continue to do
this G eat Power Conpetition to nake sure we're al ways ready

and al ways there. Yes, Senator.
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Senator Sullivan: You can just say they were operating
Super Bowl. No one's going to hit you up for that one.

Wul dn't you agree they were?

General Nordhaus: Oh, yes.

Senator Sullivan: 100 percent. | nean, |ook at their
m ssions. Really, really inportant.

General Nordhaus: Senator, |'ve flown up in Al aska.
|'ve been up there multiple tines. | was just there | ast
time in Decenber. And yes, you have incredible airmen up in
Al aska in the 176th and the 168t h.

Senator Sullivan: Let nme conclude M. Chairman, with just
one final question. |It's not really a question. It's nore
of a gift to the two nomnees. | was just in Korea on a
Code L. By the way, | want to conplinent the President of
Korea, President Yoon. \enever |I've net with hi, the
nunber one thing he does -- |I'mkind of a Korean War history
buff -- the nunber one thing he does is he always highlights
t he heroic actions of Anerican Korean War veterans who saved
their country, which they did.

Anericans know the history of the Korean War. You
know, it's always called the Forgotten War. | hate that
phrase because it's kind of a pejorative phrase. The
Presi dent of Korea doesn't forget about it, right? CQur
servi ce nmenbers saved that country, and he acknow edges t hat

every time. | want to thank President Yoon again for his

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

80

acknow edgenent of our Korean WAar veterans, you know, we
don't have a lot left.

| have a book, one of ny favorite books is called, This
Kind of War. Have either of you read it? Have you read it,
Gener al ?

General Nordhaus: No, sir.

Senator Sullivan: Have you read it, Admral?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir.

Senator Sullivan: You have?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes.

Senator Sullivan: And |'mgoing to give you, |I'm going
to give you a copy anyways. | always give this to our
nom nees. The reason | do, this is a really good book.

It's about the Korean War. Most of your peers at the four-

star level general will have read it. And what it describes
t hough, it describes Anerica, Wrld War Il, at the end of
Wwrld War 11, we had the, the fiercest, nost lethal mlitary
in the history of the world, literally, that's not an

exagger ati on.

By 1950, we had a mlitary that couldn't stop a peasant
arnmy frominvading South Korea. And it goes into why we
| acked readiness. It was uniformand civilian |leaders in
our mlitary who nmade horrible decisions. And in the sunmer
of 1950, thousands of young Anericans, nostly soldiers, paid

the ultimate sacrifice because the | eadership of our country
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So, I'mgoing to give this to both of you. | highly
recommend you read it and Admral, you know, you m ght want
to skimit or just put it on your bookshelf. But
congratulations to both of you. And these are really
| nportant positions. And I'mgoing to follow up with sone
guestions for the record for both of you.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

[The information referred to fol |l ows: ]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan.

Gent | enen, thank you for your testinony. Look forward
to your confirmations, that we wll try to do it wth sone
dili gence and speed. Thank you very nuch and thank you
famly al so.

CGeneral Nordhaus: Thank you, Chairman.

Adm ral Hol sey: Thank you, Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Hearing adj ourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:08 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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