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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE POSTURE OF UNI TED STATES SPACE
COVWAND AND UNI TED STATES STRATEG C COVWAND | N REVI EW OF
THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2027 AND
THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Thur sday, March 26, 2026

U S. Senate

Commttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee nmet, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m,

I n Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger

W cker, chairman of the committee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Wcker, Fischer, Cotton,

Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan, Cramer, Scott, Tuberville,
Schmtt, Banks, Sheehy, Reed, Shaheen, G I|i brand,

Bl unent hal , Kai ne, Warren, Rosen, and Kelly.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U. S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chairman Wcker: The Conmttee will cone to order.

W nmeet this norning to receive testinony on the
posture of United States Space Conmand and United States
Strategic Command. W are joined today by General Stephen
Whiting and Admral Richard Correll. | thank our w tnesses
for again appearing and for their |long service to our
nati on.

Over 2 years ago, the Congressional Strategic Posture
Comm ssi on reached the unani nous bi parti san concl usi on t hat
the United States nust fundanentally update our strategic
capabilities to have any hope of countering grow ng threats
from Russia, China, North Korea, and Iran.

The progress we have nmade since then has been [imted,
but Russia and China have advanced by | eaps and bounds in
their nucl ear and space prograns. Even North Korea has
out paced our efforts as KimJong Un steadily expands his
nucl ear and m ssil e arsenals.

As we enter the fifth year of war crimnal Viadimr
Putin's war against Ukraine, Russia remains a nmjor
strategic threat to the United States. Mscow owns the
worl d's | argest and nost nodern nucl ear arsenal, giving it
a 10-to-1 advantage over the United States in tactical

nucl ear weapons.
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Russi a has al so devel oped new weapons unli ke anyt hi ng
in the U S inventory. It stocks nuclear-powered, trans-
oceani ¢, autononous torpedoes and intercontinental cruise
m ssi |l es.

For its part, Xi's China is rapidly becom ng an even
greater threat. Beijing is expanding its nucl ear arsenal
at breakneck speed, likely outpacing the U S. by the early
2030s. Already, it has successfully deployed an
operational strategic triad of nuclear mssiles, bonbers,
and submari nes.

Over the past few years, China quadrupled the size of
Its nuclear arsenal and built an | CBM network | arger than
our own here in the United States. The Chinese have fl own
a mssile that can drop nucl ear warheads from orbit
anywhere on Earth, with virtually no warning.

Bot h Russia and Chi na understand that space is a
battlefield. They are openly devel oping and testing
capabilities to degrade or destroy our satellite
constellations. Each country has obliterated operational
satellites, scattering thousands of fragnments of debris,
and endangeri ng hundreds of other orbital objects.
Unfortunately, these aggressive actions only scratch the
surface of Mobscow s and Beijing's mlitarization of space.

North Korea is a |l ess-immediate threat than China or

Russia, but it is a threat, nonetheless. KimJong Un is
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I ncreasingly able to attack the United States and our
allies. North Korea is conducting frequent mssile tests
and is working to field ballistic mssile submarines. Both
actions make one thing clear: KimJong Un believes he can
achi eve his goals through nuclear threats.

The Gol den Done initiative is a |ong-overdue
reassessnent of the capabilities we need to defend our
honel and from strategic attacks. The President allowed the
out dated New START treaty to expire, and he exposed
Moscow s and Beijing's illicit nuclear testing. | believe
both actions hel ped reset the strategi c bal ance that has
ti pped agai nst us for decades. Operations M dni ght Hanmer
and Epic Fury elimnated the threat of a nuclear-arned Iran
-- permanently, | hope.

Still, there is nmuch nore we need to do.

We nust restore the National Nuclear Security
Adm nistration's basic industrial capabilities. W nust
make progress on the Sentinel intercontinental ballistic
m ssile, the Col unbia submarine, and the nucl ear sea-
| aunched cruise mssile prograns. W nust expl ore what
addi ti onal nucl ear and space capabilities we need to deter
Putin's, Xi's, and Kinm s anbitions.

These efforts require sustained investnent and

i nnovation. W can afford no | ess.

During this hearing, | would like to hear how we are
www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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managi ng the risk of maintaining critical mlitary
capabilities that are both too old and too few in nunber to
neet the threats of today, nmuch |l ess the threats of
t onor r ow.

| would also like to | eave this hearing understandi ng
better how our wi tnesses see the roles of their conmands
evol ving under the |atest National Defense Strategy. It is
no secret that | believe this NDS falls short in several
areas. | amparticularly concerned that the current
strategy does not address space and nuclear threats with
anywhere near the urgency they deserve.

So undoubtedly we will tal k about that today, and |

now turn to ny friend and col | eague, Ranki ng Menber Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senat or Reed: Thank you very much, M. Chairnman, and
good norning to our w tnesses.

General Whiting, |let ne begin by thanking you for 36
years of service to our nation. | understand this wll be
your | ast posture hearing, and | want to wi sh you and your
wi fe, Tammy, all the best as you go forward. Thank you for
your service, sir. And Admiral Correll, welconme. This is
your first posture hearing before the Conmttee, and |
t hank you, as well, for your service and the dedication of
your famly.

We are operating in a historically dangerous strategic
environnent. Wth the expiration of the New START treaty,
for the first tinme in half a century the United States and
Russia | ack a framework to regul ate their nuclear forces.
| believe we nust pursue a successor agreenent. The
al ternative, an unconstrained arns conpetition, would serve
no one's interest.

At the sane tine, we now face two near-peer nucl ear
rivals. China is rapidly expanding its arsenal wth
projections indicating it could reach rough parity with the
United States and Russia by 2030. This problemis already
shapi ng the operational environnent, including increasingly

coordinated mlitary activity between Russia and China,
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such as joint strategic bonbing patrols near Al aska and in
the Western Pacific.

In addition, the concept of extended deterrence, the
bedrock of our alliance system particularly with NATO is
under serious strain. For generations, the U S. nuclear
unbrell a has reassured allies, deterred adversaries, and
hel ped prevent the proliferation of nucl ear weapons.

Today, confidence in Anmerica and its extended deterrence is
eroding. In Europe, there are grow ng di scussi ons of
alternate deterrence arrangenents outside NATO In Asia,
allies are opening reconsidering their nuclear options.
This trend has profound inplications. |f allies doubt the
credibility of U S. conmtnents, weapons proliferation
beconmes a rational response. Admral Correll, from your
perspective | would |ike to know how you assess the risk of
overl appi ng or conpeting deterrence franmeworks and any
update you have on how Strategic Command is adapting its
posture, planning, and doctrine to this nore conpl ex
dynam c with China and Russi a.

| also want to address the recent discussions about
resum ng nuclear testing. | do not believe nuclear testing
woul d be necessary or constructive to our nucl ear
capabilities. W have invested $10 billion in the National
Ignition Facility, which allows us to study weapons physics

W t hout underground testing, a capability that Russia and
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China lack. Qur |aboratories have certified annually, for
nearly 25 years, that we have no technical need to test.
Additionally, it would invite others to follow suit,
enabl i ng nations such as North Korea and potentially India
and Paki stan to advance their own designs while eroding
| ongst andi ng nonproliferation norns. Admral Correll, |
woul d val ue your perspective of the strategic cost and
benefits of testing, particularly in ternms of how it m ght
shape the behavi or of the other nucl ear-arned states.

General Whiting, space is now a contested domain, and
nearly every aspect of nodern mlitary operations depends
upon space-based capabilities. Early phases of any future
conflict will hinge on our ability to maintain command and
control while denying the sanme to our adversaries. To the
extent you can discuss this in an open setting, | would
| i ke your assessnent on the resilience of our space-based
command and control systens and the mlitary services'
progress toward delivering integrated, space-based effects
i nto operational planning.

| amalso interested in SPACECOM s role as a
supporting command. As a warfighting domain, space
requi res new battl e managenent capabilities, especially the
ability to detect a threat in space and to relay that
i nformation to a weapons system This battle managenent

directly affects our ability to protect troops on the
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ground, and SPACECOM nmust continue to fully integrate their
capabilities, including conmand and control, with the other
conbatant conmands. | would |like to know what chal | enges
you face in integrating with conbatant conmands such as
| NDOPACOM and what additional authorities or capabilities
you need to neet those demands.

| recogni ze many of these issues will be explored
further in closed session, but it is inportant that we
articulate, to the extent possible, the stakes and the
trajectory in this forum as well.

Thank you both again for your service, and | | ook
forward to your testinony. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, M. Ranking Menber.
General Whiting, would you like to make an opening

statenent, sir.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL STEPHEN N. VWHI TI NG, USSF,
COMWANDER, UNI TED STATES SPACE COVIVAND

General Whiting: Yes, M. Chairman. Chairman W cker,
Ranki ng Menber Reed, and distingui shed nenbers of the
Committee, it is an honor for Chief Master Sergeant Simmons
and nme to appear before you today, al ongside Admral
Correll and Conmand Sergeant Maj or Naumann, and | am
privileged to testify before this Commttee for a third
time as the Commander of the United States Space Conmand,
representing the nen and wonen who work tirelessly to
ensure the United States naintains our dom nance in space.

U. S. Space Command's area of responsibility is the
ultimate high ground, fromwhich we provide critical
capabilities and overwatch that enhance the entire Joint
Force. |In space we also protect American interests from
the threats now arrayed agai nst our space systens, to
I ncl ude our opponents' capabilities that allow themto
conduct space-enabl ed attacks.

Thanks to the steadfast support of Congress, U S.
space capabilities ranging from precision navigation and
gl obal communications to mssile warning and real -tine
intelligence provide the Joint Force with unmatched
preci sion, accuracy, reach, and lethality. W saw the
Joint Force's unmatched integration of rnultidonain

capabilities in Operation Mdnight Hammer, Operation
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Absol ute Resol ve, and nore recently, Operation Epic Fury,
during which space effects were critical to m ssion
success. As the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
recently highlighted, space and cyber forces were the first
novers, enployed | ayered and non-kinetic effects to enable
freedom of maneuver for the Joint Force.

General Caine's remarks underscored the inportance of
achi eving and mai ntai ni ng space superiority, not only to
safeguard the systens essential for precision strike,

m ssile warning and tracking, and security conmuni cati ons,
but also to provide overwatch for terrestrial forces
operating in harms way. Should an adversary degrade or
destroy our space capabilities, the Joint Force's ability
to fight as it is sized and desi gned woul d be i mredi ately
and materially inpacted.

At U S. Space Command, we command and contr ol
of fensi ve and defensive capabilities provided by the
mlitary services to conduct operations that set favorable
conditions for our joint warfighters. This operational
I nperative aligns with Secretary Hegseth's observation
during his Arsenal of Freedomtour that, quote, "space is
the ultimte high ground, and we nust deliver supporting
fires fromour positions of advantage to cover our maneuver
forces."

Make no m stake. Qur opponents are noving at an
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al arm ng pace, devel opi ng and depl oying capabilities to
deny us the use of space. China's on-orbit presence has
grown exponentially, now operating over 1,300 active
satellites, a 667 percent increase since 2015, including
nore than 510 intelligence, surveillance, and

reconnai ssance satellites. They are using these
capabilities to integrate space-enabled effects across
their forces, making themnore | ethal, precise, and far
rangi ng, while fieldi ng weapons purpose built to

out maneuver and destroy our satellites.

At the sane tine, Russia continues to denonstrate
capabilities designed to disrupt our assets, including the
potential placenent of a nuclear weapon on orbit, the
single greatest threat to our space architecture. These
devel opnents threaten our Joint Force in every donain,
since the control of space shapes outcones on | and, at sea,
in the air, and in cyberspace.

To ensure U.S. Space Command can deter conflict and
mai ntai n deterrence in space, we request continued
congressi onal support of our key fiscal year 2027
priorities. This includes fielding integrated space fires,
active protection of our high-valued satellites, enhancing
our battle space awareness, building an integrated command
and control system sustaining our forces' freedomto

maneuver, and providing sufficient cyber defenses of our
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space enterprise.

We thank Congress for its support this past year,
whi ch has enabled us to begin the disciplined transition to
our permanent headquarters at Redstone Arsenal, as directed
by the President. To guarantee m ssion continuity, we are
executing a phased rel ocation, operating frominterim
facilities, while a new, purpose-built command and control
headquarters is constructed. Qur people are central to
this effort, and we are using retention and rel ocati on
I ncentives to keep our mssion-critical talent throughout
the nove. Your continued support and authorizations for
fiscal years 2026 and 2027 are essential to accelerate the
conpl etion of this nodern headquarters and ensure our
uni nterrupt ed readi ness.

Wth the continued support of Congress, U S. Space
Command will remain prepared to address the evol ving threat
| andscape, deter aggression, counter adversary actions, and
safeguard Anmerica's interests in space today, and for
generations to cone. Arned conflict in space is not
I nevitabl e, but should deterrence fail, the integrated
space power of our teamw || provide a decisive advant age.

Chai rman, ny posture statenent is submtted for the
record, and | look forward to answering your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General Wiiting follows:]

13
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, and yes, you are going to

need the continued engagenent and the doubling of effort

fromthe Congress. Thank you for your statenent.

Adm r al

Correll, you are recogni zed.

www. L exitasL egal.com
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL RI CHARD A. CORRELL, USN,
COWANDER, UNI TED STATES STRATEG C COMMVAND

Admral Correll: Good norning, Chairman, Ranking
Menber Reed and di stingui shed nenbers of the Conmttee.
Command Sergeant Maj or Naumann and | are honored to appear
before you today al ongsi de our teammates, CGeneral Whiting
and Chief Master Sergeant Simmons. It is a privilege to
represent the dedicated nen and wonen of United States
Strategi c Command and to discuss the critical role we play
I n saf eguardi ng our nation's security.

| would like to begin by taking a nonent to honor our
fallen U S. servicenenbers. Joint Force is eternally
grateful to those that have paid the ultimte sacrifice in
service of our country. Qur thoughts and prayers remain
wth their famlies, and their |egacy inspires us to
conti nue our mssion with unwavering resol ve.

This is ny first tinme addressing this Commttee as
Commander of U. S. Strategic Command, and | want to express
nmy sincere gratitude for this Cormittee' s steadf ast
support. Your commtnent to providing the resources
necessary for us to execute our mi ssion during this bi-
generational period of nodernization and recapitalization
I s deeply appreciat ed.

| also extend ny heartfelt thanks to the Anmerican

peopl e. Their unwavering support helps us to remain the
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nost advanced, lethal, and credible fighting force in the
world. It is their trust and confidence that drive us to
excel in our mssion every day.

Qur nation's nucl ear forces, the foundation of our
nati onal security, are safe, secure, effective, and
credible. M confidence in this assessnent is not based
solely on our conbat capability but rather on the
extraordi nary professionals at U S. Strategi c Conmand.
They are the very essence of our credibility. And their
experti se and dedication ensure that we remain ready to
det er aggression and respond deci sively when directed.

As | testify before you today, STRATCOM and its
conponents stand ready, not seeking out confrontation, but
deterring strategic attack and underpi nning all Depart nent
of War operational plans. The strategic capabilities
provi ded by each leg of the triad, coupled with assured
Nucl ear Conmand, Control and Communi cations, or NC3
systens, underpin everything the Departnent does in defense
of our Nation and Anmerican interests abroad.

Qur fundanental chall enge, one that we successfully
face each and every day, is to deter great power conflict
and manage the conplexities of deterring nmultiple nuclear
conpetitors sinmultaneously, all while adapting to rapid
t echnol ogi cal change and advancenents. This change is nost

evident in five evolving threat vectors: cyber, counter-
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U. S. space capabilities -- in other words, what can the
adversary do to us in space to chall enge what we deliver
from space for the Joint Force -- a contested

el ectromagneti c spectrum novel mssile systens, and supply
chain challenges. Adapting to today's strategic | andscape
demands sustai ned focus, vigilance, and noderni zati on of
our strategic forces.

As we bring the B-21 bonber, the Colunbia d ass
submarine, and the Sentinel Intercontinental Ballistic
Mssile systemonline, we will ensure the credibility of
our deterrent for decades to cone.

Thank you once again for your support and trust in the
sol diers, sailors, airnmen, guardians, Marines and civilian
prof essi onal s who conprise U S. Strategi c Conmand, and for
dedi cating your tine and effort to our m ssion and
portfolio. | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of Admral Correll follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Admral Correll. It is
going to take quite a bit of resources, quite a plus-up of
resources to nmake good on the | ast statenent you nmade about
putting us where we need to be for decades to conme. Can
you comment about that?

Admral Correll: Senator, | pay very close attention
to the ability to sustain all three legs of the triad and
bridge to the next generation of capability. This
Conm ttee and the | egislature have been very supportive in

providing funding to bring those new capabilities online

and sustain the existing capabilities. That wll be, as
you said, Senator, that will be for the next 15 years, that
transition, and we will need to continue to pay very cl ose
attention to that. In terns of the --

Chai rman Wcker: And resources, when we pay close
attention that is going to require a great deal nore
resources, is it not?

Admral Correll: The resources are going to be
approximately 5 percent of the defense budget to sustain
existing capability and bridge to the new capability. And
| would offer that that is an existential insurance policy
for our country, and a good val ue proposition for our
nation. And again, | appreciate the Conmttee's support.

Chai rman Wcker: Yeah, absolutely a required

I nsurance policy. You know, it certainly is obviously that
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both of you are in this together, and we had sone testinony
about a nucl ear-arned space. How close is anyone to
getting to that? And | wll stay wwth you, Admra

Correll, and then nove over to Ceneral Witing.

Admral Correll: Russia has indicated, and it has
been publicly acknow edged, that they are working on a
nucl ear capability that could be placed in space.

Chai rman Wcker: \What is your estimte of how soon
t hat m ght be?

Admral Correll: Wth respect, | would prefer to
answer that in a closed testinony session.

Chai rman Wcker: |t would anbunt to a nmj or gane
changer, would it not?

Admral Correll: Very, very significant, and we have
to account for it in terns of the architecture that we have
and what we can do about it. And the Departnent is very
focused on that, and we do have sone options.

Chai rman Wcker: Ceneral Wiiting, we will be in a
cl osed session down in the SCIF, but what can you tell the
American public in answer to ny question?

General Whiting: | associate nyself with Admral
Correll's coments, Chairman. The reports are that Russia
has devel oped a nuclear anti-satellite weapon that they

could potentially place on orbit. They have not done that

19

today. |If they did that, that would be an indiscrimnate
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weapon that, if detonated on orbit, would i nmedi ately pl ace
at risk every country's space capabilities in |low earth
orbit, the United States, China, Russia, Japan, Europe, you
name it. And so that would violate the Quter Space Treaty
and woul d not be a devel opnent, obviously, that we coul d
tol erate.

Chairman Wcker: And then tell us about this debris
t hat was caused by the destruction of one of the
satellites, or one or nore of the satellites.

General Whiting: Chairman, in early 2007, China
executed a hit-to-kill anti-satellite weapons test agai nst
one of their own defunct satellites. They did it at a
relatively high altitude in low earth orbit, and it created
over 3,600 pieces of long-lived debris that we still have
to deal with today. And then in Novenber of 2021, Russia
executed a hit-to-kill ASAT test against one of their
satellites, and that was about 3 nonths before they invaded
Ukr ai ne, which seened to be they were sending a signal to
the United States and to the West that they could hold our
satellites at risk. And that created about 1,500 pieces of
debris that we had to deal with at the tine. That even
caused their cosnmonauts on board the International Space
Station to have to take shelter because of a potenti al
collision between that debris and the International Space

Station. Fortunately, that did not happen, but it was a

20
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reckl ess test, nonethel ess.

Chai rman Wcker: |t has been al nost two decades since
China did this, right?

General Whiting: That is correct, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: And nore recently for Russia. Do
you think China realized that they should never do this
again, or do you think it is just a matter of tine?

General Whiting: | think the fact that they have not
reconducted a simlar test indicates that they realized
that they nade a m stake at the way in which they executed
that test and the fact that we and they still have to deal
with that debris. | hope that is the case, and we would
not want to see a simlar test |like that happen again.

Chai rman Wcker: And when we deal with debris, as you
said, we have to deal with it, are we renoving sone of it
sonehow, or are we just having to deal with it by avoiding
it?

General Waiting: Chairman, we do not have any way to
renmove it today other than just to allow natural gravity to
pull it back into the Earth's atnosphere, but dependi ng on
the altitude, that can take decades. So today we track it
and then we provide warnings out to all satellite owner-
operators around the world so that they can maneuver their
active satellites anay fromthat debris if they are able to

do t hat.
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairnman.
Admral Correll, froma cost benefit perspective, including
not just nonetary costs but political costs, do you see a
mlitary need right now for nucl ear weapons testing?

Admral Correll: Senator, the Departnment of Energy
determ nes the need for nuclear warhead testing. The
Departnment does a variety of tests with our |aunchers and
m ssile systens to validate the performance of those
systens. And | would associate nyself with the comments
fromthe Departnent of Energy with respect to nucl ear
war head testing.

Senator Reed: Uh, can you update us on the current
comments fromthe Departnent of Energy?

Admral Correll: Fromthe Departnent of Energy?

Senator Reed: Yes. Are you aware of their taking a
position that they have to test, or that they are not
testing?

Admral Correll: That they have taken a position?
am sorry.

Senat or Reed: That they have taken any type of
position with respect to testing, i.e., no further testing
necessary we nust test, et cetera.

Admral Correll: On an annual basis | amobligated to

review a letter that is a joint |letter between the
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Departnment of Energy and Departnent of Defense that | ooks
hard at whether or not we need to do anything nore in terns
of nuclear warhead testing. And in that nost recent letter
that cane forward to Congress it indicated we have the
capabilities and sufficient testing to satisfy ourselves on
the reliability and efficacy of our nucl ear warheads, but
we nonitor that very closely, and | will continue to
provide ny best mlitary advice.

What | would say is we would want to be in a position
where if we needed to resune sone kind of testing that we
had t hought through that and have the capabilities, and
then to deter other nations fromresum ng or doing any Kkind
of nuclear yield testing. And those nations are signatory
to a treaty that obligates themnot to do that.

Senator Reed: Thank you, sir. GCeneral Witing, you
have stated, very precisely, that the opening stages of
recent operations stressed the reliance on space-based
command and control. | nean, that is going to be the first
sort of area of conflict in any major conflagration. Are
you concerned regarding the vulnerability of our space-
based conmand and control at this point?

General Whiting: Sir, today our command and control
does rely on a nunber of systens, sonme of which are | egacy
and were built before the era we find ourselves in today,

where they face a nunber of ground-based and space-based
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threats. And so we have to figure out ways to continue to
defend those capabilities while they are nodernized. W do
have sonme new capabilities that are starting to arrive,
such as proliferated low earth orbit constellations, and
that has added to our resiliency. So | think we are on the
right path. W continue to need to execute on the prograns
that will continue to make us even nore resilient going
f orwar d.

Senator Reed: Thank you. A question for both of you.
The nation's principal test range, which both of you use is
at Kwaj al ein, and | CBM range, al so space surveillance. |
amtold that the condition of the infrastructure there is
very much deteriorated. Can each of you describe the
i nportance of the range and your observation on its
condi tion and what we have to do? This is a

General Whiting: Senator, | have visited Kwaj al ein
Atoll, and it is a very inportant |location for the United
States mlitary and as you indicate, it is a |location from
whi ch we execute inportant space donmi h awar eness
operations, both under the United States Space Force and
the United States Arny. Also, unique mssile defense
testing can occur there as well.

So froma Space Command perspective, it is definitely
a location that we want to see continued investnment in so

that we can continue to sustain the operations that are
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there, and | routinely have engagenents with the United
States Arny to help them understand ny requirenents there.

Senator Reed: Admral?

Admral Correll: | would whol eheartedly agree with
General Whiting's comments with respect to the inportance
of Kwajalein Atoll. Wth respect to STRATCOM portfoli o,
the Air Force uses that facility to test our
i ntercontinental ballistic mssile and validate that it
perforns end-to-end the way we expect it to do. And we
conduct three to four tests a year, and we use that range
for those tests, and they provide incredibly inportant
f eedback on the accuracy and efficacy of the system So we
need to sustain it and whol eheartedly support additional
i nvestnents, and | would agree that there are chall enges
there with the infrastructure and we need to pay very cl ose
attention to it.

And then the other comment | would nmeke, relative to
capabilities and insights into testing, you nentioned it in
your opening remarks, Senator, the National Ignition
Facility. That is areally, really inportant capability
for our nation in terns of validating the efficacy of our
st ockpi |l e.

Senator Reed: [Presiding.] Thank you very nuch,
gentl emen. Thank you, nma'am

Senator Fischer: Thank you, Senator Reed. Admral,
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wel come. | have really appreciate our conversations on the
need for nuclear force posture that is relevant to our
expected threat environnment. Holding onto a force
structure that was decided 16 years ago, that was based on
fl awed assunptions, is irresponsible, and risks eroding the
credibility of our nuclear deterrent. For exanple, the
program of record for at |east 100 B-21 bonbers no | onger
appears to be sufficient. Do you still agree with your
predecessor that we need to procure at |east 145 B-21?

Admral Correll: Yes, Senator, | fully support 145 to
meet STRATCOM s requirenents, and it may be higher than
that for the Joint Force, but through the STRATCOM | ens,
145.

Senator Fischer: And I have been encouraged by the
Departnent's strategy to consolidate acquisition
authorities into a single DRPM for the Sentinel program
How are you working with General Wite to ensure that the
programis neeting your requirenents?

Admral Correll: As you nentioned, Senator, Ceneral
Wiite is a direct report portfolio nanager reporting
directly to Deputy Secretary Feinberg, and | would say that
Is a very tight linkage that he is reporting, if not at
| east once a week to twice a week. In ternms of
col | aboration, coordination and common under st andi ng of

where we stand with the Sentinel program GCeneral Wite and
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nmysel f and nmy conponent commander at Air Force d obal
Strike talk, at |east once a week, and di scuss where we
stand wth respect to Sentinel, what the next mlestone is,
and any chal | enges associated with that. And what | have
seen, since Ceneral White has taken the position as the
DRPM is key mlestones being pulled to the left, and two
that | would highlight is the mlestone B certification
that is required as a result of the Nunn-MCurdy breach.
Previously that was indicated to be occur sonetinme in 2027.
He has now indicated that it wll occur before the end of
cal endar year 2026. And then first |aunch from Vandenberg
of the mssile itself is expected in 2027, and that is also
pulled to the left. So it is a good nechanismto |ay flat
t he understandi ng of where the chall enges are going

f orwar d.

Senator Fischer: W also need to ensure that the
Mnuteman Il is going to remain credi ble, safe, efficient,
and effective. What steps are you taking to nmake sure that
t hat happens until Sentinel is ready?

Admral Correll: Overcommunicating with stakehol ders
on any chal l enges as they as they occur, and | see ny
responsibility to the Departnent to pay very close
attention to sustai nnment, where chall enges m ght manifest
t hensel ves, and then articul ate how we are addressing those

chall enges or if there are any additional resources or
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Senator Fischer: Since you have taken command do you,
do you see any opportunities out there to be able to
strengthen the work that we need to see on NC3
noder ni zati on?

Admral Correll: | would say that we are on a good
trajectory with NC3 nodernization. W have devel oped an
anal ytic nodel that addresses the threats, those threat
vectors that | tal ked about, to provide decision quality
Information to the Departnent on future capability
I nvestnments. One area | would highlight, that has been of
particul ar instance and very strong support fromthe
Depart ment and ot her supporting agencies is cyber. And you
notice that | listed that as the nunber one threat vector
and that was, you know, purposeful.

Senat or Fischer: Do you see sone opportunities to be
able to work with the private sector, with respect to being
able to leverage their energing technol ogi es that they have
as well? WII STRATCOM | ook at that, or are you already
doi ng that?

Admral Correll: W look at that, and we | ook at that
t hrough what we refer to as the REACH facility. It is an
arrangenent that is associated with the University of
Nebraska, and it is a mechanismfor the conmand to bring in

smal | er conpani es, | ook at new technol ogy and how t hat
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m ght be enpl oyed as we | ook at future capabilities. And
that is both for NC3 and for el ectromagnetic spectrum
capabilities.

Senator Fischer: [Presiding.] Thank you. And
General Whiting, | have a question for you for the record,
about working with our NATO allies on capabilities, being
able to integrate with themas well so thank you.

Senat or Shaheen, you are recogni zed thank you.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you
both for being here and for your service. | want to start
with the Iran war, because we have seen that the Iranians
have been targeting our satellites, our radars, our
comruni cations capabilities there. W have al so seen
reports that they are considering strikes, cyber strikes in
the United States against our systens, and we saw that they
hacked Stryker Medical earlier this nonth, that sonme of the
data was conpletely deleted and others was bl ocked. So,
General Wiiting, are you concerned about Iranian-backed
hacker groups who could be targeting our satellites,
cutting off our conmunications, trying to hack into our
radar capabilities?

General Whiting: Senator, we are as concerned about
cyber generically as Admral Correll nentioned, because it
is the soft underbelly of our space enterprise. There are

countries, not Iran, but countries |like Russia and Chi na,
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who have denonstrated they could attack us in space with
ASAT weapons or co-orbital satellites. But they would
rather attack us in cyber because it is cheaper for them
and harder for us to attribute.

So | believe the defenses that we have put in place
for our cyber against those kind of threats are up to the
chal |l enge of an Iranian cyberattack, but it is not
sonet hing that we ever rest on our laurels, and we have to
be very vigilant to nmake sure that we understand what their
intent is and what their capability is, and then nodify our
def enses accordingly.

Senat or Shaheen: And do you feel that sanme sense of
assurance about the private sector and the threat that they
al so could be facing fromlran?

General Whiting: Um well, ma'am | think with the
situation that you noted that was in the press here in the
| ast couple of weeks, | think there probably are
vulnerabilities there that a nation like Iran could seek to
exploit.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Admral Correll, do you
have anything to add to that?

Admral Correll: | agree wth CGeneral Witing' s
characterization of that. And it is having the sensing
capability to understand when there is a sophisticated

operator on the network that causes traffic patterns to

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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capability and then the ability to vector the right subject
matter expertise to address it where we see it.

Senat or Shaheen: This question is also for you,
Admral Correll, because it was reported | ast year that the
Trunp admnistration is considering maki ng changes to the
uni fied command plan that would hand over U . S. command and
control of nuclear weapons to the purview of the Suprene
Al | i ed Commander of NATO. | know you do not want to
comment on the policy there, but can you comment on how you
view U S. conmand and control over nuclear weapons in a
scenari o where Article 5 is invoked.

Admral Correll: Senator, | would say that the
arrangenent that we have with the Suprene Allied Commander
Is a nechanismthat has been in place for many years, that
functions appropriately for its intent, and | have had no
di scussions within the Departnent about adjustnents to that
arrangenent, and should | be asked to, | would provide ny
best advice with respect to that.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. W have heard since the
start of this war in Iran, and actually even before, that a
nunber of our security partners have publicly questioned
whet her they shoul d have their own nucl ear weapon
capabilities, whether they can rely on the United States

nucl ear unbrella. Can you comment on that? Are you
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concerned about that? Do you hear any of our allies and
partners tal king seriously about that? And how are you
t hi nki ng about addressing those concerns fromour allies?

Admral Correll: | have reasonably frequent
conversations with Secretary Col by, our Under Secretary for
Policy and, at every opportunity, in ml-to-ml| engagenents
| reinforce our extended deterrence commtnent on the part
of the United States. And | have detected no change in ny
ml-to-m| engagenents in concern for our comm tnent and
our stated commtnent with respect to that. And that
I ncludes in ny discussions wth Secretary Col by.

And | woul d highlight that STRATCOM has sever al
| iaison officers fromother countries at our conmand, and
we are scheduled to add a liaison officer fromFrance to
help with those comruni cati ons and enabl e those, and that
I ndi vidual is scheduled to report this sunmer.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. | amout of tine,
but if | could just ask, has Secretary Col by shared your
view of that situation when you had those conversations
wi th hin®

Admral Correll: Oh, | feed back any conversations
that | have within the Departnent appropriately and
rei nforce our extended deterrence conmtnents. There is a
conventional burden-sharing elenment to the National Defense

Strategy, which the Departnent has tal ked about
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extensively, and those are part of the conversations, as
wel | .

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
Rounds, you are recognized.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, Madam Chair. First to
both you, General Whiting and Admral Correll, thank you to
you and your teans for your service to our country. |
woul d |i ke to begin by asking you both a specific question
wth regard to the nmany systens that your commands rely on
for mssile warning, space-based sensing, and nucl ear
command and control. Mst of them depend on access to key
portions of the el ectromagnetic spectrum Can we talk a
little bit about how critical it is to have assured access
to the 3.1 to 3.45 portion of the band and the 7.4 to 8.4
band of the spectrumfor the systens at SPACECOM and
STRATCOM use to conduct your m ssions, and in particul ar,
the need for a direct access for both of you to those parts
of the spectrum General Witing.

General Whiting: Senator, thank you for the question.
Certainly access to those bands that you highlighted is
critical for our mssion. |In the 3 negahertz range that
you hi ghlighted, we have key radars there that support our
space domai n awareness and m ssil e defense m ssions, and

then in the 7 gigahertz range we have key comuni cati ons,
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SATCOM conmuni cations. And so we want to be able to nake
sure we can continue to operate. W recognize that the
President has called for the United States to win the 6G
race, and we support the Departnent's efforts to find

t echnol ogi cal solutions and ways that we can share the
spectrum | everage the spectrum for our econony, but also
ensure that we have it for national defense purposes.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, Admral Correll.

Admral Correll: | would associate with nyself with
the comments from General Whiting and just foot-stonp the
I ncredi bl e i nportance of sustaining that access. CQur
mssile warning, mssile tracking, mssile defense
capabilities would be severely inpacted negatively.

Senat or Rounds: Okay. Thank you. And Ceneral
Whiting, just to go back on this a little bit, what | am
concerned about is that both of those bands, the |ower 3
and the 7 and 8 bands, they are protected from spectrum
auction, but some folks remain interested in shifting
addi ti onal Federal users back into those bands, which would
then free up that portion of the band that the Federal
users had been using. But it adds additional challenges
W thin these bands that you rely on. In your professional
mlitary opinion what would be the inpact to our strategic
communi cati ons, nucl ear deterrence and honel and def ense

m ssions, including Golden Done, if the mlitary were
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forced to share those bands with other Federal users in a
subopti mal manner?

General Wiiting: Senator, with your caveat there
about the suboptimal manner, which would assune that we do
not have the full usage and protection of that bandw dth,

It would be a significant detrinment to our m ssion, because
the satellites we have on orbit today, we are going to rely
on those for years and years, if not decades, to cone. And
we cannot shift themout of a band that m ght be using the
bands that we just tal ked about, including I would al so say
that is true for our ground-based radars that use those
bands as well. So we have to figure out how to be able to
continue to use our |egacy systens that we are going to
have to rely on for years to cone.

Senat or Rounds: Admral Correll, do you agree?

Admral Correll: | agree.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Wuld it be fair to say
t hat Washington, D.C., is protected by radars in those
bands?

Admral Correll: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Rounds: Wat about Hawaii ?

Admral Correll: Sane.

Senat or Rounds: Wat about Al aska?

Admral Correll: Sane.

Senat or Rounds: What about the West Coast of the
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United States?

Admral Correll: The sane.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Admral Correll, just a
little bit of a discussion, please, on regarding the B-21
and the growi ng demand for that particular product. It is
comng online shortly. | amjust curious. Wen you were
answering the question for Senator Fisher, you indicated
that you agreed that 145 was an opti mal nunber for this.
Can you talk a little bit about what the determ ning
factors were that you used in comng up with that anal ysis?

Admral Correll: Wen, when you | ook at the required
readi ness and tineliness of bonber response options with
respect to STRATCOM s operational plans, that drives the
nunber of 145. In ternms of the capability of the B-21, and
| could expound nore in a classified setting, Senator, in
terns of the capability of the B-21, | would highlight that
part of the big so-what there is its ability to sense and
maneuver in a contested el ectromagnetic spectrum

So yes, it is a conventional and strategic stand-in,
stand-of f precision strike bonber, but it is also a key
enabler for the Joint Force in terns of el ectromagnetic
spectrumand its capabilities in that area, along with
ot her capabilities associated that we would have to talk in
a classified setting.

Senat or Rounds: Very good. Thank you. And once
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agai n, gentlenen, thank you both and your teans for your
service. Thank you, Madam Chair.

Chairman Wcker: [Presiding] | believe Senator Kaine
I S next.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair, and thanks to
our witnesses for your service. | have one topic really to
address with each of you. First, Admral Correll, | want
to talk about the delays in the Col unbi a-C ass submari ne.
The delay in the first Col unbi a-class suggests that it wll
be delivered about 12 to 16 nonths after its originally
pl anned date. What are you all doing to extend the useful
life of the Chio-class submarines so that we can take care
of any delay in Col unbia production?

Admral Correll: Thanks, Senator Kaine. The Navy has
a plan to do nmai ntenance on exi sting Chio-class subnmari nes
to extend their service life, and there is high confidence
in the ability to extend their service |ife so that we can
manage the risk of sustaining the capability we have to
bridge to the Col unbi a-class and the new capability. And
there is sufficient margin there to address that with the
mai nt enance plans that the Navy has.

Senator Kaine: And if they do that successfully, is
it fair to say that STRATCOM s capabilities will not be
j eopardi zed so |l ong as that OChio-class extension is done
wel | ?
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Admral Correll: Yes, Senator.

Senator Kaine: Thank you for that. General Witing,
we are very proud in Virginia of Wallops. Wallops is
NASA's only owned and operated |aunch range, and it is a
nati onal asset that supports both governnental operations
across nultiple governnental agencies, but also conmerci al
spaceflight. | think Wallops wll continue to play a key
role in enabling national security mssions at its |aunch
range. How do you view Wal |l ops as an asset for SPACECOM
operati ons?

General Whiting: Yes, Senator, | think you well noted
there the inportance of Wallops. | think it has been an
amazi ng story over the |last decade as the United States
mlitary, at our ranges in Cape Canaveral, at Vandenberg,
has upped the | aunch tenpo with the comrercial industry as
they have ranped up. | think as that continues to go up we
are going to have to | ook at other |aunch |ocations to help
absorb sone of that capacity. And | think \Wallops, having
matured the way it has, could be a potential to do that.

But from a Space Command perspective, we think that
the capabilities at Wallops Island, Senator, and the
resilience that it provides into the broader |aunch
enterprise are very inportant.

Senator Kaine: Last tinme | checked, | think there had

been nore rockets |aunched from Wal | ops than either
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Vandenberg or Canaveral, but not with the attention
necessarily, because they are unmanned rockets and they
tend to be smaller. But the ability to hit orbits off the
East Coast as conpared to where the other ranges are, are
very inportant.

The other thing about Wallops that is interesting is
that it is is a launch range that is used both for
governnmental and for comercial |aunches. Wat conmerci al
space capabilities should we be | everagi ng nore
effectively, and how do you think about the inportance of

General Whiting: Senator, | think the U S. commercia
space industry is one of the United States' nopst
signi ficant advantages, not just for Space Conmand or the
Space Force, but for our nation wit large. It is driving
I nnovation. |t is expanding econom c opportunities. And
so froma United States Space Command perspective, we want
to make sure that we are |leveraging that innovation,
| everagi ng the cost curves that are delivering capability
faster and cheaper, and then work with the services, the
Space Force in particular, to be able to bring that
capability into operations. So we think it is a nassive
advantage for us, and then we have a role, Senator, in
hel ping to defend those comrerci al conpanies who the U S
governnment nost contracts with for space services, and we

do that at a cell that we have in Vandenberg Space Force
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Base in California, where we share information, threat
information, up to the top secret |level with those
conpani es so they understand the domain that they are
operating in and the threats that they are facing. And
then they can share with us back the insights they are
gaining fromtheir operations as well.

Senator Kaine: Geat. | think | wll ask a question
for the record to pick up on a coment that the Chairnman
made about the space debris problem It is one thing if
there is debris because of, you know, target shots on
defunct satellites in orbit, continually when there are not
a lot of satellites in orbit. But both governnental and
private conpani es around the world are putting nore and
nore satellites in orbit, for security reasons, for
comruni cations reasons. And so that the value of what is
up in orbit right now makes this debris problem nuch, nuch
worse in terns of trying to get a handle on it. | know
there are space treaties dealing with it, and I know we
generally have pretty good protocols about trying to
m nim ze debris or avoid it. But this is going to be a
| arger and | arger problemas nore and nore satellites get
put up into orbit. And so it is sonething that we have to
get a handle on, and | amglad that the Chairman raised it.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Wcker: Can you tell us how approxinately
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how many satellites are in space right now? Al told.

General Whiting: Total nunber of trackabl e objects
just went over 50,000. And just to give you a context on
t hat, when Space Command was stood back up 6 1/2 years ago,
fromthat tinme to today, that nunber has gone up al nost 90
percent. It has al nost doubled in 6 1/2 years.

Chai rman Wcker: And headed nuch hi gher.

General Whiting: Absolutely we have seen recent
reports fromcomrerci al space conpanies that not only do
they want to continue to build out these proliferated, | ow
earth orbit conmunications constell ations, but now going to
space for data centers and artificial intelligence
purposes. That is a very exciting future that is com ng.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair, and thank you,
gentl enen, very nuch for being in front of us today, and to
your teans as well, and their service to our great United
States of Anmerica. Admral Correll, | wll start with you
and we are just going to keep hanmering on this. But right
now the United States is undertaking a once-in-a-generation
effort to nodernize all three | egs of the nuclear triad.

W all know it is incredibly essential to credible
deterrence, but it is, of course, increasingly defined by
the cost growh, the schedul e del ays, and of course,

sonething we are well aware of here, budgetary pressures.
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So we have the President that says he wants to spend

anot her $500 billion in defense. W have heard that we are
going to get another request for $200 billion, perhaps in
the formof a supplenmental, that the Departnent has to
denonstrate that it can deliver these capabilities on tine
and on budget w thout crowding out our other critical
priorities.

So if you can tie it up neatly with a bow on it for
the Comm ttee today, which prograns are experiencing the
nost significant cost growth and schedul e del ays, and what
specifically is driving those cost overruns?

Admral Correll: Senator, | do not want to duck the
guestion, but the direct report portfolio nmanagers are the
subject matter experts with respect to real-tine reporting
on costs and schedule with those prograns. | would tel
you that in ny interactions with the direct report
portfolio managers and their |eadership -- so this is Vice
Adm ral Gaucher and General White and General Gutwein for
CGol den Done -- they are |aser focused on delivering for our
country and understandi ng where the risks are, and
addressing those risks in terns of schedul e and keepi ng
pressure on costs. And that arrangenent, from ny
perspective, the organizational arrangenent of a direct
report portfolio manager with a direct report to the Deputy

Secretary has been very powerful in keeping our foot on the
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and on budget. And | acknow edge there have been
significant challenges there in the past.

Senator Ernst: Yeah. Thank you, Admral, and I
appreciate you reiterating that. | think it is incredibly
I nportant. | know that we continue to place additional
pressures on your shoul ders, but those portfolio nmanagers
as well. But we, as Congress, we also need to keep the
pressure on those prinmes and others that are engaged in
this process, understanding that we have limted resources,
and we absolutely need to nodernize our nuclear triad. So
pressure all the way around, including here on the Hll, on
menbers in Congress.

If we can turn just briefly to SPACECOM as well. W
have seen with the operations that are ongoing in lIran, we
have seen then counterattacks comng fromlran, and General
Whiting, we saw this incredible shot fired fromlran
towards Diego Garcia. So what we are learning fromthis,
that that mssile traveled over 2,500 mles, and it really
j ust underscores the grow ng range of weapons and ballistic
m ssiles comng fromour adversaries. And what can we do
then in that scenario, and how do we adapt w thin SPACECOM
to make sure that our mssile warning architecture is able
to account for these long-range threats |ike this recent

attenpted stri ke on Diego Garcia?
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General Wiiting: Senator, thank you for highlighting
that at Diego Garcia. W have critical Space Conmand
capabilities for our satellite command and control as well
as space domai n awar eness, Sso our m ssile warning
architecture is absolutely the foundational capability that
all ows our Joint Force and our national |eadership to know
about those kinds of |aunches. Today we do a very good
job, in fact, best in the world, of detecting those kinds
of launches. But nma'am you asked about what kind of
evol utions do we need? The Congress has funded sone
several additional mssile warning capabilities that are
comng. There will be a low earth orbit tracking
constellation, a nmediumearth orbit tracking constellation,
and then a nodernized strategic constellation in
geosynchronous orbit. As those continue to cone online it
will allowus to track those mssiles and have full custody
all the way until they are inpacting and that allows us to
tip and cue mssile defenses to be even nore successful.

So those are inportant investnents, nma'am and | woul d ask
for the Congress's continued support.

Senator Ernst: Wonderful. And ny tine is expired.
Thank you again, gentlenen, very nuch.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Senat or
Scott, it seens that you touched base 7.2 seconds before

Senator Cotton, so you are recogni zed right now.

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

Senator Scott: Thank you, sir, that is the first.

Senator Coons: | call for instant replay on that one.

Senator Scott: Can't inmagine that happened. Al
right. Well, thanks to both of you for being here.

Let ne start and tal k about sonmething that is really
I nportant to Florida, space domnance. It is a pretty big
I ssue. | got to serve as Governor of Florida for 8 years
and now as Senator, so we prioritized and put a | ot of
effort into the Space Coast. | becane governor right after
manned flight was shut down so it was a big issue. W
tried to make sure that the Space Coast, it is an aerospace
hub and a nodel of what happens when we use public-private
partnerships to help Anerica's reach its exploration goals.

Unfortunately, we are not the only one trying to do
this. W got adversaries |ike communist China. So | am
very appreciative that the President has prioritized
national security to include space, and | think the
di scussion today is really inportant. General Whiting, can
you tal k about, and explain to the Anerican peopl e why
space is so inportant to our national security and how
adversaries |li ke Communist China, who is a conplete
adversary, can use it to underm ne our country?

General Wiiting: Senator, thank you for the question.

Today, as we sit here in 2026, the entire United States

Joint Force is sized with an assunption they wll have
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access to space capabilities through all |evels of
conflict. W do not have the force structure to fight the
way we did before the space age, when our systens were not
space enabled. W did not have precision strike. W did
not have gl obal navigation, global conmunicati ons.

And so, Senator, it is vital that we defend those
capabilities in space so that we can continue to deliver
them against the threats that are now arrayed agai nst us.
And we have seen just a dranmatic increase in the threats
over the last several years fromChina and from Russia. So
that is why, at U S. Space Command, we say it is a noral
responsibility to defend our space capabilities so that we
can continue to support the rest of the Joint Force.

Senator Scott: Can you tal k about the inportance of
public and private partnerships at Florida Space Coast?

General Whiting: Yes, Senator. | have been an
observer of that, not directly involved init, but it is
pretty remarkable to ne how that public-private partnership
is able to deliver infrastructure at Cape Canaveral and at
Patrick Space Force Base to ensure that those ranges, those
| aunch ranges, that |aunch range has been able to keep up
wWith the dramatic increase in commercial |aunch tenpo that
we have seen. And | think it is true that that range has
not been a constraint on commercial |aunch grow ng, and a

big part of that is not only the governnent investnent but
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the commercial and private investnent that we have seen
t hrough Space Fl ori da.

Senator Scott: Yeah, when | was Governor, we put up a
| ot of noney, but we were able to get a |lot of conpanies to
cone in there and spend a | ot of noney, Blue Oigin and
Boei ng, SpaceX, a lot of them spent a | ot of noney.

Admral, as we are all aware, the very real threat of
adversaries |ike communist China -- it is not just in space
-- Communi st China is also actively focused on dom nance
around the world. It is critical our nation is prepared to
not only project peace through strength, but also act if
necessary. It is no secret that the Navy has had sone
struggl es building ships on tinme and on budget. Secretary
Phel an, | know, was working hard to try to change that.

Can you talk about the inportance of the Col unbi a-
cl ass submarine and why you need that asset now?

Admral Correll: The Col unbi a-cl ass submari ne
represents our assured second-stri ke capability for our
nation. |t does not get any nore inportant or necessary
than that, Senator. And so that submarine will be world
cl ass, decades ahead of what China or Russia can produce in
ternms of technol ogy, quietness, and capability. It is a
critical capability for our deterrent. And with the

appoi nt nent of Vice Admral Goucher as a direct report

portfolio manager it will get |laser focus, which it already
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has, to deliver that capability for our nation.

Senator Scott: So the fact that it is late, does it
| npact the Navy's resourcing decisions?

Admral Correll: The Navy is continuing to fund
Col unbia, so it has had no negative inpact on funding for
Colunbia and the priority and delivery. It remains the
Navy's nunber one priority and the Navy's budget backs that
up, Senator.

Senator Scott: Good. Thanks, both of you, and thanks
for the nen and wonen that serve with you

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman. So
Presi dent Trunp has dragged us into war against Iran, and
we are all paying the price. Servicenenbers have died, oi
prices are soaring, and we are facing a gl obal econonc
crisis over the Strait of Hornmuz. One big reason? Donald
Trunp's go-it-al one approach to blow ng up | ong-standi ng
Anmerican alliances. He has insulted and tariffed just
about everyone, and he launched this war al ongside |srael
without telling our other allies, and then when he sees gas
pri ces skyrocket, Donald Trunp changes his tune and starts
begging our allies to help us patrol the Strait of Hornuz,
and our partners have said they want to help, but only if

the fighting stops.

Admral Correll, U S. Strategic Command is responsible
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for strategic deterrence and nucl ear operations, and you
have said repeatedly that alliances are critical to
deterrence. So, Admral, do Russia and China think that
our alliances are strong when our partners refuse to hel p?

Admral Correll: M mlitary assessnent is that they
continue to think they are very strong, and | think China
and Russia's behavior in ternms of attenpting to underm ne
t hose alliances denonstrates their continued concern for
America's alliances.

Senator Warren: | just have to say, your answer nakes
no sense to ne, that Russia and China watch us insult our
allies, then beg for their help, and then our allies do not
give that help. And you think Russia and China think there
is an alliance that is working just great Look, it is not
only an enbarrassnent when the President begs and our
allies say, no. It is a national security threat because
our enemes take note of that. It is your job to advise
the Secretary about how to deter our greatest threats, and
you are telling ne your viewis there is no threat here.
And | amjust telling you that just does not bear credible
anal ysi s.

So | ook, Trunp has alienated many of our allies, and
t hose costs are becomng clear. At the sane tinme, we have
| aunched war with Israeli Prime M nister Netanyahu, who

seens to be pursuing a conpletely different set of
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obj ectives. And President Trunp is unwilling or unable
even to rein in Netanyahu. On March 18th, the Netanyahu
government bonbed one of the region's largest oil fields.
Trunp then posted that the U S. did not even know in
advance, and that we did not want further oil strikes
because of the econom c danger that it woul d pose.

So, Admral, does it enhance strategic deterrence to
have maj or partners undermning explicit U S. policy goal s?

Admral Correll: Senator, | respectfully disagree
with your overall assessnent, and, you know, | --

Senator Warren: \Wat part do you disagree with that,
Trunp posted that we did not know --

Admral Correll: No, no.

Senator Warren: That he did not agree wth what
Net anyahu di d, but Netanyahu did it anyway? Wat part are
you di sagr eei ng?

Admral Correll: Senator, | can just speak to ny
portfolio and nmy responsibilities, and our capabilities
remain ready to respond and deter, and they deter each and
each and every day.

Senator Warren: | appreciate that, but that is not ny
guestion. M question is, does it enhance strategic
deterrence to have major partners undermning explicit U S.

policy goal s?

50

Admral Correll: Strong ml-to-m|l relationships and
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our alliance network are part of our overall deterrence.

Senator Warren: Look, again, your answer just |acks
any credibility. If this Admnistration cannot keep its
main partner in line and cannot keep its own stories
straight, then we have got a problem In June, the Wite
House i ssued a press rel ease proclaimng that, quote,
"I'ran's nuclear facilities have been obliterated and
suggestions otherwi se are fake news.” And yet now Iran's
nucl ear programis one of the many changi ng reasons that
the Adm nistration has given for this war

So, Admral Correll, let me ask one nore. Does it
hel p strategic deterrence when the White House changes its
story mnute by mnute on the reasons for this war?

Chairman Wcker: Senator Warren, the w tness, on
three occasions, has said that he is declining to answer
t hat question because he disagrees with the prem se. |
appreciate that nenbers are able to nmake what ever points
they want, but | think it is clear why he is unable to
answer your question, because he conpletely disagrees with

the prem se.

Senator Warren: | amglad that it is clear to you,
M. Chairman, but with respect, | do not understand what
part of the prem se he disagrees with. | amstating facts
here --

Chai rman W cker: Well --
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Senator Warren: -- and | amasking if those facts are
hel pful for the United States or unhel pful for the United
St at es.

Chai rman Wcker: Admiral, you can answer the question
I f you are able.

Admral Correll: | have no further comments to make
ot her than what | have previously said.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Warren. Senat or
Cot t on.

Senator Cotton: Well, for the record, | think your
credibility is very high, Admral, and you are the
Commander of Strategic Command. You are not the Central
Command Commander. You are not the Secretary of State. So
| do not think it is in your portfolio to rmake judgnents
about allies all around the world. Frankly, | comend your
restraint. By the second or third tine you are asked the
guestion you do not just borrow fromthe internet nene that
this is a Wndy's, ma'am But | just want to press the
point alittle bit, this idea that we went it al one.
oviously, we did not go it alone with Israel. Israel is
one of the nost capable mlitary partners we have in the
world. Correct, Admral?

Admral Correll: Yes Senator.

Senator Cotton: And it seens |like every Arab nation

is wth us, as well. In fact, the Anbassador fromthe
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United Arab Emrates just published an op-ed today in The
Wal | Street Journal, explaining why we need to finish the
job in Iran, and the President of the UAE, Mhanmed bin
Zayed, has been an unfl appable ally, as has the Crown
Prince of Saudi Arabia, Mhamed bin Sal man. Even
countries |like Omn and Qatar, that tried to nedi ate
di fferences, you know, maintain friendly relationships with
| ran, have expressed their dismay for what has happened,
not surprisingly, since what their friendly relations with
Iran got themwas a bunch of mssiles shot into their
country. So | think it is far fromaccurate to say we are
going it alone in this war against lIran's revol utionary
terror regine.

| want to borrow from both of your expertise about
m ssiles and space, and build on what Senator Ernst was
di scussing, the launch of the internedi ate-range ballistic
m ssile towards our base in Diego Garcia in the mddl e of
the I ndian Ccean. That is bad. | amglad that it fail ed.
| amglad that we shot down one. It also, of course, shows
that the fatwa against mssiles of that range is not
exactly worth the paper it was witten on, probably like
the fatwas agai nst other |ong-range mssiles and nucl ear
weapons.

But let ne just ask this. The technol ogy needed, not

for an internedi ate-range mssile, but an intercontinental
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mssile, a mssile that could hit the United States, is
pretty nuch the sanme as an internedi ate-range m ssile.
Isn't that right, Admral Correll?

Admral Correll: Yes, Senator. That is correct.

Senator Cotton: General Witing, isn't that correct?

General Whiting: Yes, it is, Senator, and it is not
too much different froma space | aunch vehicle either.

Senator Cotton: Yeah and, you know, you need enough
booster thrust to get sonmething into space, and you need a
reentry vehicle to get it back fromouter space or from
space into the Earth's surface. And as you said, General
Wiiting, Iran has |l ong had a space | aunch vehicle program
Have you, in your observations about space, have you seen
any lranian astronauts up there lately?

General Whiting: They do not have a nmanned
spacefl i ght program

Senator Cotton: Ww.  Shocking. Do you think maybe
t he Space Launch Vehicle programis just flinmsy cover for
an intercontinental mssile?

General Whiting: | do think they were devel opi ng an
intercontinental ballistic mssile, Senator.

Senator Cotton: And Admral Correll, for a reentry
vehicle, what they used for that mssile going to D ego
Garcia, for that nmatter, the nediumrange mssiles that are

shot at Israel, that would be a suitable reentry vehicle,
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Admral Correll: That is correct, Senator.

Senator Cotton: So all you would have to do, in a
crude but functioning fashion, is nmarry those two
technol ogies and Iran would be able to strike us here in
the United States. |Is that correct?

Admral Correll: That is correct.

Senator Cotton: And | have to say, | think that could

be done in a matter of nonths, not years, and maybe not

that many nonths. |Is that on your mnd, Admral Correll,
at STRATCOM
Admral Correll: Absolutely, and they have

denonstrated that technol ogy.

Senator Cotton: kay. Thank you for that. | want to
turn to a slightly shorter range weapons. You testified,
Admral, at the House Arned Services Commttee, that China,
guote, "seeks a larger and nore diverse nucl ear force,
conprised of systens ranging fromlowyield precision
strike mssiles" to a bunch of other stuff. | want to talk
about the lowyield precision strike mssiles, and al so the
need that you have al so di scussed for an enhanced, theater-
capabl e, theater nuclear capability to counter such
devel opnents from China, from Russia, from North Kor ea.

Coul d you di scuss what resources, capabilities,

authorities you need to counter the threat of theater
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nucl ear forces?

Admral Correll: Yes, Senator. |In terns of the
deterrence chal |l enge associated with Russia or China and
their theater nuclear force capability, part of the
strategy there is to ensure that we raise the threshold for
use of that capability by Xi or Putin. And so we are
I nvesting in theater nuclear forces capabilities. And
SLCM N is a primary exanple of that capability, intended to
have a response that is in kind and could match should Xi
or Putin determne to think that there was a | ower
t hreshol d for use.

Senator Cotton: Thank you, but | do not think we can
do it fast enough.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very much, Senator Cotton.
Senat or Kellvy.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Gentl enen,

t hank you both for being here today. Admral, | want to
start wth you and talk a little bit about m ssile defense
and CGol den Done. As | understand, the architecture

envi sions a nuch nore expansive, |ayered system capabl e of
def endi ng agai nst | arge-scale mssile threats, nmaybe

I ncluding up to a salvo from peer adversaries. That kind

of vision requires a |arge nunber of interceptors, far

beyond our current inventories -- we are tal king about
different ways, how we could do this -- but also
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I ncreasi ngly sophisticated el ectromagneti ¢ count er neasur es
to deal with decoys janmm ng, other counterneasures. It is
a conplicated problem W could be seeing issues with
trying to intercept 1CBMs that are on trajectories, on
different orbital inclinations, because of the latitude
they are launching from sone | and based, sone sea based.

So, Admral, how do you assess the operational
feasibility of this approach? | understand the argunent
that a nore robust mssile defense architecture could
strengt hen deterrence by denial and provide additional
protection for the honeland, but at scale, this becones a
guestion of cost, capability, and plain physics. One of ny
bi g concerns here is we spend $500 billion, $1 trillion,
and we get to the end of the tineline here and we have a
systemthat just fundanentally does not work, or does not
wor k wel | enough to increase deterrence.

Admral Correll: Fromny perspective, Senator, the
work initially on the sensor |ayer and the capability to
detect and track advanced mi ssiles, that woul d be advanced
hyper soni cs, advanced cruise mssiles and fracti onal
orbital bonbardnment capability, that is step one in the
architecture that we are tal king about.

Senator Kelly: And | also agree. | see the benefit
in that. You know, hypersonics, with hypersonic glide

vehi cl es being able to nmaneuver, com ng from a nonstandard,
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let's say, direction is sonmething we have to focus on. It
Is |like the bigger picture of a, you know, salvo and bei ng
able to intercept, you know, nultiple rounds com ng at us

si mul t aneousl vy.

Admral Correll: Yes, Senator, and there is a
uni verse of capabilities and efforts associated with that.
You tal ked about space-based interceptors. That is one
technol ogy that will need to nmature and see what the limts
are of that in terns of interception capabilities. General
Guetlein is approaching it froma kill chain perspective,
and under standi ng the whole systemthat goes into the
ability to launch an attack against the U S. So that
I ncl udes | ooking closely at left-of-launch capabilities.
So, you are |ooking at |eft-of-launch, you know, initial
| aunch boost phase, and the full range of capabilities
there in ternms of that Golden Done for America.

Senator Kelly: Do you think we can build sonething
t hat achi eves the requirenents?

Admral Correll: | think we are going to advance our
under st andi ng, our capabilities considerably with that
effort, yes, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Al right thank you. GCeneral, there
have been reports that |ast year, China's SJ-25 and SJ-21

maneuvered into prox ops, and we think they may have done a

satellite refueling experinent, probably an experinent. |If
www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitasl egal .com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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refuel ed another. That is ny understanding. That
represents a significant |eap, not just in sustainnment, but
in China's capability to conduct precise rendezvous
maneuver, prox ops docking operations. So taken together
with their broader investnents in counter-space
capabilities, they are building a dynam c and maneuver -
driven approach to space, one that would allow themto
persist on orbit, |longer, reposition assets, and
potentially hold U S systens at risk.

Can you comment about your concern and about what
steps we should be taking to counter that or build our own
capability to be able to match the on-orbit persistence?

General Wiiting: Senator, thank you for the question,
and we were watching that SJ-21, SJ-25 operation |ast year
very closely. And | think your question well-articul ated
what is happening. China has denonstrated their
sophi stication on orbit to include now starting to deliver
a maneuver, a broad maneuver capability on orbit. And ny
concern is if they develop that, they will have the ability
to maneuver for advantage the way the United States has for
decades on the |ands, at sea, and in the air, use maneuver
for our advantage. |In fact, we tal k about naneuver
war f ar e.

So, Senator, ny belief is that we need to deliver our
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own maneuver warfare capability to make sure that we can
| everage the advantages that the Joint Force has devel oped
over the decades in space, as we have in other domains.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you, General.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Sullivan.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you, gentlenen, for being here. Admral, | want to foll ow
up on Senator Kelly's Gol den Done discussion. | have been
one of the Senators that have been very focused on nmissile
defense for a long tine, including Golden Done. Senator
Kramer and | here on the Comm ttee have focused a | ot on
that. Qur CGol den Done Act that we introduced | ast year, a
| ot of that was in the NDAA. GCeneral Guetlein nentioned
that he clearly thought we had the technology to do this.
| think we have the | eadership. Certainly the President
has nade this a priority of his, which is inportant for
getting an initiative of this size and conplexity
conpleted. You have a lot of interest in Congress. You
have good funding fromthe Wrking Fam lies Tax Cuts Act
that we got done in July.

But one of the things that General CGuetlein nentioned
that could be a challenge was actually not the technol ogy
but the organi zational structure wthin the U S. governnent
to make this happen. You know, kind of in a hearing a

nunber of nonths ago, he tal ked about this in sone ways,
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| i ke a Manhattan Project 2.0. That is the scale.

So can you give ne a sense, fromyour perspective, on
how this is nmoving forward and where we need to continue to
focus? As | nmentioned, in the NDAA Senator Kranmer and |
were able to get a ot of elenents of |egislation
supporting and accelerating the Golden Done initiative into
law. But | would |ike your assessnent.

Admral Correll: STRATCOMis one of the key COCOVs
that is supporting Gen. Cuetlein's | eadership on this
effort, and STRATCOM General Witing at SPACECOM and then
General Guillot at NORTHCOM in particular, for the Joint
Force, and fromny perspective Guetlein' s guidelines

provi di ng superb | eadershi p.

Senator Sullivan: Yeah, | think he is doing a great
j ob, too.
Admral Correll: Yeah. And right now he is focused

on the various capabilities, the as-is capabilities in
ternms of the architecture to sense, detect, and track, and
integrating all of that information so you have a data

| ayer that enhances our ability to detect and track any

ki nd of inbound threat. And then integrating the conmand
and control associated with that, to your point about, you
know, the organizational alignnment. What is the optinum
organi zational alignnent associated with that? And that is

where he is focused for technol ogy denonstration this
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sunmer on the command and control capability and how we
have advanced that. And there are a nunber of innovative
conmpani es that are closely aligned and supporting that
effort, and I am highly encouraged. W could talk nore in
a classified setting, but I am highly encouraged by the
progress that they are making.

Senator Sullivan: Good. | am as well. You
mentioned detect, track and there is one nore elenent in
that chain and that is kill. A lot of that, currently
those el ements of m ssile defense are based in Al aska,
actually, nost of themin terns of ground-based
I nterceptors tracking. One of the things | have been
concerned about, Admral, is in 2017, again, worKking
directly with the President and his team ny bill, the
Advancing Anerica's Mssile Defense Act, passed as part of
the NDAA. It called for nore ground-based mssile
Interceptors at Fort Geely, which we built out 20 nore
silos. But they are enpty, and they remain enpty, which to
me nmakes zero sense.

How qui ckly are we going to fill those 20 enpty silos
with the next generation ground-based mssile interceptor?
It seens to ne a huge miss in our current posture to
protect the country when we have mssile interceptor silos
that are built ready to go and they are enpty, and they
remai n enpty.
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Admral Correll: Senator, | do not have the exact
details on that. | wll take that as a | ookup and cone
back to you and work with General CGuetlein. | know we have

chal I enges in our defense industrial base in terns of
delivering at scale sone of the capabilities that we need.

Senator Sullivan: And let nme just thank you on that.
And for the record, Ceneral Witing, | would appreciate if
you can give ne a sense, and | do not want to run over ny
time here so | will just ask the question if you can
provide it, on a lot of your m ssions, a key anchor point
on that is clear Space Force Station in Alaska. And | am
just wondering if you are |ooking at other m ssions and
capabilities and build-out of that critical area,
particularly with the | ong-range discrimnation radar that
IS now up and running. It is probably the npost inportant
ground- based radar systemin the world. But if you can get
back to ne, a question for the record on that.

General Wiiting: Thank you.

Chairman Wcker: He will take that on the record.
Thank you very nuch, Senator Sullivan. Senator Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you Chai rman W cker, Ranking
Menber Reed, and Ceneral and Admral. Thank you for being
here today and for your service. You know, | want to talk
alittle bit about nuclear testing. You know, as nenbers

of this Conmttee they have heard ne raise it over and over
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again. The Nevada National Security Site, fornerly the
Nevada Test Site, continues, and wll continue, to play a
critical role in nuclear weapons devel opnent. But sone of
ny col |l eagues on the other side like to throw about nucl ear
response as if it were nothing, as if it were nothing, as
If there were no consequences, and no consequences t hat

| ast for decades, even longer in sone cases.

Nevada was ground zero for a majority of these tests,
the United States explosive nuclear testing from1951 to
1992, with 100 atnospheric and 828 underground tests.

There are consequences to what ny friends are just
bantering around like it is nothing. And after Ceorge H.
W Bush signed a testing noratoriumin 1992, the U. S.
rightfully devel oped the Stockpile Stewardship Program and
subcritical experinents, through which the Nevada Nati onal
Security Site has continued to certify the reliability, the
safety, the effectiveness of our nuclear stockpile, and
usi ng sci ence and physics and nath and technol ogy.

We do not need expl osive nuclear testing. So today,
the site's underground | aboratory i s undergoi ng maj or
m ni ng and construction to provide Enhanced Capabilities
for Subcritical Experinents, ECSE. It is going to host two
of the nost capabl e weapons radi ographic systens in the
worl d. Together with these efforts, these nachines w |l

provi de even greater certainty and data about perfornance
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of the U S. nuclear stockpile, far better data, experts
say, than any information that could be gleaned if the U S
were to break that noratorium and conduct expl osive nucl ear
tests, either bel ow ground or above ground, as the
President and sone in his orbit have advocat ed.

For decades, the directors of the National
Laboratories, STRATCOM Commanders, and Secretaries of
Def ense and Energy have annually certified the mlitary
ef fectiveness of our stockpile and certified that it does
not require resunption of explosive testing wwth over a
t housand subcritical experinents, robust conputer nodeling
providing the data to support these positions.

So, Admral Correll, followng up on a question
asked you at your nom nation hearing, now that you have
taken command, do you see any technical or strategic
justification for resum ng explosive testing? And do you
agree wth these data-inforned assessnents that it is
unnecessary for the United States to resune expl osive
nucl ear testing of any kind?

Admral Correll: Senator, as you nentioned, | review
an annual assessnment of our existing testing capability and
its ability to certify that our warheads are safe, secure,
effective, and remain credible as a deterrent, and that
process will continue. And there are exquisite

capabilities associated with that. You nentioned many of
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t hose capabilities.

And in addition to that, the National Ignition
Facility is another really inportant one that give us
i nsights. As those warheads age we need to continue to be
vigilant about that, and | wll continue to provide ny best
mlitary advice. Wth respect for the need, should there
be a need to resune any testing, but | stand by the letter
that | endorse, nost recently this |ast year in terns of
the sufficiency of testing. The only caveat | would put on
that is having the capability to resune additional testing

shoul d the need arise, that we posture ourselves to be able

to do that
Senator Rosen: Well, | amgoing to disagree with you
there. Spending billions of dollars to put us in a

position to resune explosive testing after all the noney
that we have spent on the science so far with Stockpile
St ewar dshi p Prograns, Enhanced Capabilities for Subcritical

Experinents, artificial intelligence for weapons design,

productions of new pits to replace the aging ones -- all of
these initiatives, they will affect our certainty about our
war head performance and wll be able to help us go forward.

So | believe we should be able to use those experinents to
the safety of our Anmerican citizens, where you will be
testing this thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Rosen. Cearly,

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



[

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

we have a di sagreenent on this subject between you and the
W t ness, but thank you, nma'am

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, Senator W cker.

Chai rman W cker: Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
nmorni ng. General Whiting, just a couple updates a nove
from Space Conmmand. Securing a new mlitary construction
agent, today, March 26th, is the deadline. Do we have any
update on that?

General Whiting: Senator, thank you for the question.
Qur nmove to Huntsville is noving forward, and we are right
now in final discussions with elenents of the United States
Air Force and the Arny Corps of Engineers to pull together
what the team of that construction agent will ook |ike. |1
believe the Secretary of the Air Force, Secretary Mei nk,
and | will nenorialize that decision in the very near
future. So | amvery happy that we are able to take
advantage of the ml-con reform| anguage that the Commttee
inserted into the |ast National Defense Authorization Act,
which is allowing us to build our new headquarters in a
different way than we woul d have | ast year, w thout that
| anguage.

Senator Tuberville: Existing facilities, what are you
t hi nki ng about that, or are you thinking of new facilities?

Any update on that?
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General Whiting: Yes, Senator, as we are building

t hat new headquarters, that will take a few years, we are
nodi fying existing facilities on Redstone Arsenal. And in
fact, next nmonth, in April, we will do our first ribbon-

cutting on a top secret SCIF that will seat over 80 peopl e,

and then we will start noving personnel there to begin work
at that level. So | am happy at the progress that we are
maki ng, and that progress will continue over the next

coupl e of years as we work to get significant portion of
our staff there, even while the permanent headquarters is
being built.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. Wuat is the tineline on
that? M understanding, was it 3 to 7 years? |s that
correct?

General Whiting: For the pernmanent headquarters,
Senator? | would expect right now that that facility wll
break ground next year and will cone online, likely in
2031, and then there will be probably a year's worth of
tinme that we are noving people into that facility. But
that is the tineline we are currently | ooking at.

Senat or Tuberville: Personnel transition, any update
on that? Present? Future?

General Whiting: Yes, Senator. W have a snall
of fice that we have stood up there, about 20 people right

now, and then by the end of this year we are targeting that
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nunber to be closer to 200 people that wll be working from
Redst one, from our headquarters. O course, that will be
paced with the delivery of interimfacilities that are
appropriate to the security classification |evel we need,
and that we have all of the appropriate IT networks. W
are offering relocation incentives for our workforce in
Col orado to consider noving to Alabama. W al so are
offering retention incentives, because | need ny workforce
to stay with ne in Colorado until their function is ready
to nove. And so those are sone of the updates that we have
as we are working the novenent of personnel, Senator.
Senator Tuberville: Talk about |ogistics for a
second, of SPACECOM s mission. Air Force has over 10
percents of its aircraft dedicated to aerial refueling.
Satellites have historically been built wwth no way to
refuel here in the U S., but the Chinese Communi st Party
denonstrat ed space refueling capabilities for the first
time | ast year. Any recommendations for the future?
General Wiiting: Senator, you know well, in your
question that our traditional domains -- air, |land, and sea
-- those mlitary services that have | ead there have
extraordi nary percentages of their force dedicated to
enabl i ng maneuver through sustainment and | ogistics. In

fact, thereas a great quote fromAdmral Nmtz in Wrld

War |l that he said at-sea replenishnent and refueling is
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what won Wrld War Il for the U S. Navy because they could
continue to fight. And as you noted, in space, we |aunch
typically a satellite with all the fuel it is ever going to
have, and every tinme we maneuver, we expend fuel. So we

al ways have to have this discussion, should | naneuver even
though it is going to take life off the end of that
satellite? And that creates a psychol ogy of scarcity
across our enterprise, where we do not enable tactical
commanders to maneuver the way they m ght want to because
we are concerned about the expenditure of fuel.

So, ny recomendation, Senator, is that the United
St ates develop an on-orbit logistics and servicing
capability that would allow us to bring nmaneuver warfare to
space, the sanme way that the U S. Navy, U S. Ar Force,

US Arny, US. Mirine Corps execute maneuver warfare in
their respective donains.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Admral, submarines
are the tip of the spear for our nuclear capabilities. The
problemis, we cannot seemto build themfast enough. So
what flexibility and capability does STRATCOM gain if we
were able to build 16 Col unbi a-cl ass submari nes versus 12?

Admral Correll: Senator, the existing capability we
have includes 14 Ohio-class boats wth 20 tubes. So that
is 280 |launch tubes. The program of record is a m ni num of

12 Colunbia with 16 tubes each and that is 192. So that is
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280 versus 192. Chairman Wcker, in his opening remarks,
tal ked about the chall enges and the conplexities in the
strategic environnent. So additional capacity and
capability at sea, in terns of |aunchers, is very
beneficial fromny perspective. There is ongoing work
within the Departnment in terns of force efficiency, and
that work will informany future budget decisions
associated wth Colunbia. But if you just do the math for
what we have and the programof record | will continue to
advocate for additional capability at sea in terns of the
Col unbi a -cl ass.

Senator Tuberville: | think Chairman Wcker is
listening to that.

Chai rman Wcker: Yes, absolutely. You are not
suggesting that there are sone questions | listened to nore
carefully than others, are you?

Senator Tuberville: Mybe. Mybe a little.

Chairman Wcker: Admral, the first part of your
answer was about our capacity right nowto build, and
really the thrust of Senator Tuberville's question is how
much how nmuch better defended we would be if we were able
to reach the goal that he nentioned. And the answer is
that we very nmuch need to do that. |Is that correct?

Admral Correll: That is correct, Senator, and that

maxi m zes flexibility and options to present to the
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Presi dent should the need arise.

Chairman Wcker: Right. And | would just observe
there is still tinme, before Governor Tuberville noves off
the dais, for us to make nore progress on that, and he and
our teammates. Senator Banks -- Senator Blunenthal, you
are next.

Senator Bl unent hal: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you both for your service. Both of you are in charge of
sonme of the nbst advanced technol ogy and scientific
br eakt hr oughs available to our mlitary. Admral Correll,
you are a graduate of the Fletcher School of Law and
Di pl onmacy, and both of you, | amsure, are famliar with
the inportance of alliances. How would you explain to the
Aneri can people the inportance of our alliances in the
fields where you have authority?

General Whiting: Senator, thank you for the question.
Certainly, fromny perspective, our partnerships in space
are one of our strengths, and it is sonmething that Russia
and China do not have. At U S. Space Conmand | have the
privilege to | ead a naned operation in space that includes
Six other countries -- it is Canada, the United Ki ngdom
Australia, New Zeal and, France, and Germany -- where we
operate together each and every day in space to nmaintain
vi gi l ance against threats and track debris, and to show our

I nteroperability. And we are continuing to press forward
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with that and strengthen those rel ationships.

Senator Blunmenthal: Admral?

Admral Correll: | would echo the sentinent expressed
by General Wiiting. Those alliances and partnerships are
Incredibly inportant to the overall deterrence that we
present agai nst potential conpetitors or challengers. Wth
respect to U. S. Strategic Conmand, we have four |iaison
officers in the headquarters, enbedded in the headquarters,
and that includes Japan, Republic of Korea, the U K., of
course, and Australia. And we are about to receive a fifth
| i ai son of ficer enbedded into our staff from France, and
that reinforces the inportance of those ml-to-ml
rel ati onshi ps, and they enhance our capabilities and our
deterrence overall.

Senator Blunenthal: There has been a fair anmount of
turbul ence in our diplomatic relations with our allies. |
think I amusing a euphemism | am hopeful that at your
| evel of cooperation and partnership, the alliances
continue to be strong and resilience, whatever the
political turnoil at the surface underneath the potenti al
contention. | am hopeful that that your work together with
our allies continues to be strong. Am | wong in that
hope?

General Wiiting: Senator, | have seen no inpact on

our ability to partner the way that ny command needs to
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partner and wants to partner, and | have not detected any
rel uctance on the part of our partners to continue to nove
forward with us.

Admral Correll: And | have the sane experience,

Senat or.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, ny hope is that that
turbul ence is going to be passing, a phase that we w ||
wor k through, and reestablish in public statenents and
rhetoric the appreciation for our partnership and alliances
that you reflected in your testinony. Because at the
wor ki ng | evel, at the point where rubber neets the road, so
to speak, although that is not exactly a good anal ogy for
space, | amvery hopeful that we can sustain and enhance
those alliances, and that the American public appreciate
how i nportant they are.

Admral, could you talk a little bit about the
| nportance of the Colunbia-class? | know you have spoken
to Senat or Kai ne about the inpact of delays. But maybe you
can comment a little further on the inportance of getting
back on track.

Admral Correll: Yes. The Departnent has appointed a
direct report portfolio manager, Vice Admral Gaucher, to
focus on submarine construction, and he has a direct
reporting relationship with Deputy Secretary Feinberg. And

the intent there is to have an individual with the
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experience that can manage that program and optim ze the
performance for delivery of Colunbia and ot her subnarine
construction, Virginia-class as well. The inportance to
our deterrence capability, | cannot overstate that. Al
three legs are vitally inportant. They conpl enent each
other, and the sumof the parts are nuch greater than the
whol e for the SSBN. That assured second strike capability
that is always at sea, always ready to respond, deters
effectively, and | see that in the intel reporting record.

Senator Blunenthal: And | know that General Dynam cs
and Electric Boat are really doing very dedicated, valiant,
nonunmental work in producing the Colunbia, and I think we
shoul d appreciate their contributions to our nation's
nati onal security.

Admral Correll: W have an incredible blue-collar

wor kforce commtted to that.

Senator Blunenthal: Best in the nation. Thank you.
Admral Correll: Thank you.
Senat or Blunmenthal: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Senat or Sheehy: [Presiding.] Senator Banks.

Senat or Banks: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Ceneral
Whiting, you are tasked with the Trans Regional Mssile
Def ense M ssion, which relies on space-based sensors. How
critical is this mssion to honel and def ense?

General Whiting: Senator, it is foundational to
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honmel and defense. It is all about detecting threats that
are | aunched in other areas of responsibility outside of
this hem sphere and continent and then being able to
provide that warning to U S. Northern Command, so that
General Guillot, under his authorities, can enploy national
m ssile defenses, as he is able to do that it.

Senator Banks: It can only be acconplished in space.
s that right?

General Whiting: Correct, Senator, and it is one of
the uni que aspects that the U S. mlitary has, that any
| aunch, anywhere around the world, we detect that in near-
real time and provide that information to not only fielded
forces but to other conbatant commands and ultimately up to
t he President.

Senat or Banks: Explain nore why that is the case,
that it can only be acconplished in space.

General Wiiting: Um Senator from space we have the
uni que vantage to be able to see the entire globe. And so
we have satellites in geosynchronous orbits, satellites in
highly elliptical orbits, and we can performthat
detection. The Congress is investing in inproved mssile
warning, mssile track, mssile defense capabilities that
will allowus to inprove our ability to have custody of

those threats fromlaunch all the way through to inpact,

which wll continue to support our mssile defenses.
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Senat or Banks: On that point, howurgent is it to
depl oy additional mssile tracking space sensors with fire
control capability to defeat hypersonic and advanced

General Whiting: Senator, your question highlights
t hi s advancenent of nodern threats that we see, |ike
hypersoni cs, |i ke aero maneuvering mssiles, |ike
fractional orbital bonbardnent systens. And for those we
need these enhanced capabilities so that we can maintain
custody of the threats to enable our missile defenses.

Senat or Banks: As we work on the next NDAA, give us a
time frame of how urgent is it.

General Wihiting: The threats are present today, so we
need these capabilities --

Senat or Banks: You need nore.

General Whiting: -- as soon as we can field the
capabilities, yes, sir

Senat or Banks: ASAP.

General Whiting: Yes, sir.

Senat or Banks: The CCP fields several counter-space
weapons that could potentially disrupt or destroy our
satellites. |If our space-based sensors were disrupted, how
woul d that inpact the Joint Force?

General Wiiting: Senator, the entire Joint Force is

sized with an assunption they will have access to space
capabilities. It is not only the nunber of forces we have,
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weapons, for exanple, not only need the GPS signal to be
able to be enpl oyed, but they need space-based
contributions to the kill chain. How do you find, fix,
track, and target the location that you are trying to

I npact? Al of that is enabled from space, and w t hout
t hose capabilities, we could not fight the way the Joint
Force i s designed.

Senat or Banks: And woul d nore space sensors build an
additional resilience to ensure you are able to acconplish
your m ssion?

General Wiiting: Yes. The nunber helps with
resilience. Also, a distribution of those capabilities
through multiple orbits also helps us with resilience.

Senator Banks: Admral, you already talked a little
bit about SLCM N and its inportance. Your predecessor
testified to this Conmttee |ast year that SLCM N woul d
provi de, quote, "an additional at-sea nuclear deterrent
capability.” Do you agree with that statenent?

Admral Correll: | do, and specifically, again,
raising the threshold for a potential adversary
contenplating use of a |ower-yield theater nuclear weapon
It is very helpful froma deterrence perspective to have a
capability that is non-visible in terns of generation, that

Is, it has a non-ballistic trajectory, and is lowyield
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overall.

Senat or Banks: Can you explain the inportance of
havi ng | ow yi el d, survivable, persistent nuclear
capabilities |i ke SLCM N?

Admral Correll: It conplicates the potenti al
adversary's decision-nmaking. So Xi or Putin do not see a
gap in the ability to use a theater nuclear weapon and put
t he position where they feel they are putting the U S in a
positi on where we woul d have to escal ate beyond a theater
capability.

Senat or Banks: That is very hel pful explanation.
China is rapidly expanding its nuclear capabilities. It
now i ncl udes expanded stockpiles and dual capabl e systens.
What evi dence do you see that China is shifting toward a
nor e aggressi ve nucl ear doctrine?

Admral Correll: China' s nuclear doctrine continues
to evolve, and it remains to be seen where it ultimtely
| ands. What | would say is they are devel opi ng
capabilities, both in ternms of diversity and quantity, and
vari ous nechani sns of delivery of those capabilities, which
I ncludes a full range, including an enphasis on theater
nucl ear capabilities, that are inconsistent with their
stated no-first-use policy.

Senat or Banks: Thank you. M tine has expired.

Chai rman Wcker: [Presiding.] Thank you, Senator.
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Senat or Sheehy: General, what do you assess as our
resilience against a Chinese first strike against our
orbital infrastructure?

General Whiting: Senator, China has significantly
I ncreased the nunber of threats they can enploy from both
ground- based systens |i ke direct-ascent ASAT weapons, as
well as on-orbit, co-orbital ASAT capabilities. W
continue to have the world's best space architecture, and
we continue to devel op and depl oy capabilities that inprove
our resilience. But we nust focus on those continued
I nvestnents, and the progranms that the Congress has funded
must continue to deliver so that we can maintain our
resilience relative to those growing threats.

Senat or Sheehy: How old is our GPS hardware and
I nfrastructure architecture design of our GPS systens?

General Whiting: Senator, we have a m x of satellites
on orbit today that provide that operational constellation.
Sonme of them are probably 20 years old. Sonme are recent
| aunches. So those 20-year-old satellites were built for a
different era where we did not face these kind of threats
and, so we want to continue to see that capability
nmoder ni zed.

Senat or Sheehy: And how new are sone of the Chinese

of fensi ve systens designed to disrupt or destroy that

80
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i nfrastructure?

General Whiting: There have been | aunches just within
the | ast couple of nonths that are, you know, capable of
| npacting our space capabilities. So sone of those Chinese
threats are as up-to-date as they could possibly be,
Senat or .

Senator Sheehy: Right. So that is like, if you went
down to the Apple Store and you walked in with a flip
phone, or perhaps even one of those old briefcase phones
that we grew up with, and traded that in for a for a i Phone
17, we are dealing with, in sone cases, that gap of
t echnol ogi cal capability.

General Whiting: | think you are right, Senator. In
sonme cases, China has skipped a generation or two of |egacy
t echnol ogy and gone right to using today's capabilities,
and they are denonstrating they are devel opi ng sone very
capabl e systens.

Senat or Sheehy: And do you think -- this is probably
for both of you, but obviously, General, this is your
domain primarily, but it would very quickly becone the
Admral's domain as well -- the opening shots of a

potential conflict, which we hope never happens, but should

It happen with our peer adversary ---1 do not use the word
near - peer because | do not think they are near. | believe
they are a peer -- do you think that the first shots would
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General Whiting: Senator, | do think it is likely
that in a conflict the first shots would occur in cyber and
in space. As you noted, that is not inevitable, that there
will be a conflict. But we do expect that China woul d nake
an attenpt to neutralize our space capabilities early in a
conflict.

Senat or Sheehy: Admiral, do you care to conment on
t hat ?

Admral Correll: Senator, | agree with that
assessnent, and | would just say we woul d expect a gl obal

al | -domai n, you know, effort on the part of a peer

adversary.

Senat or Sheehy: Exactly. | nean, the next Pearl
Har bor will not be around a small island with a few shi ps.
It wll be a global space infrastructure attack. | hope it

does not happen but if |I were them that is how | would
open it up so. Because as you stated, General, our entire
force structure, fromtechnology to force formations, is
really predicated on uninterrupted access to our space

I nfrastructure and architecture with a lowto-no | atency,
hi gh bandw dth connection. And nost of those connections
are very vul nerable, both froma software, hardware, and
just an EW perspective. So what | would ask from both of

you being, being the primary unifornmed voices around this
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paradigm is be very vocal that nobdernization is not going
froma VHS tape to a DVD. It is nmaking sure we are the
nost up-to-date, |latest, 21st century stream ng capability.
And unfortunately, oftentines nodernization, by the tine it
goes through the program of record, the commttees, the
eval uations, the discussions, the bureaucracy, it is not
nodern anynore. |t is just less old than the original
nodel was.

This is atinme where | think you have bipartisan
commtnent to force noderni zation, especially in this
realm And I would ask you to be as vocal as possible and
aggressive as possible to nake sure we are not going froma
VHS tape to a DVD. W are comng to the absol ute nost
front edge of capability so we are ready for that first
strike. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Sheehy, for a
very sobering but appropriate Iine of questioning.

Thi s concl udes the open portion of today's hearing.
There are sone matters that are classified that we need to
take up in the Sensitive Conpartnented | nformtion
Facility, and we will reconvene there in precisely 15
mnutes. Wth that, we are recessed thank you.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:26 a.m, the open hearing was
adj our ned. ]
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