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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE PCSTURE OF UNI TED STATES

EUROPEAN COVMAND AND UNI TED STATES TRANSPORTATI ON COVVAND | N

REVI EW OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FCOR FI SCAL YEAR

2027 AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Thur sday, March 12, 202

U S. Senate

6

Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngt on,

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notic

D. C

e, at 9:30 a.m in

Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger

W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.
Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker
[ presiding], Fischer, Cotton, Ernst, Scott, Budd, Banks,
Sheehy, Reed, G llibrand, Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, King,
Warren, Peters, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, and Sl otKkin.
www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitasL egal.com (800.367.3376)
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: The hearing will cone to order.

The comm ttee neets this norning to receive testinony
on the posture of the United States European Conmand and t he
United States Transportation Conmand. |'d like to thank our
W t nesses today, General G ynkewi ch and General Reed, for
being here, and | want to extend a special welcone to their
famlies.

CGeneral Grynkewi ch oversees approxi mately 80, 000
mlitary personnel in the U S. European Command, EUCOM He
al so serves as the suprene allied commander Europe, nmaking
himthe mlitary commander of the North Atlantic Treaty
Al liance, NATO, the world's only nuclear alliance. Ceneral
G ynkewi ch cones before this commttee at a tinme of great
turmoil. The United States is engaged in a high intensity
conflict in the Mddle East, while sinultaneously,
supporting Ukraine's self-defense agai nst the Russians
i nvasion. EUCOMis involved in both efforts. The command
provi des extensive operational and | ogistic support to
Qperation Epic Fury. At the sane tine, it facilitates the
fl ow of weapons and intelligence to Ukraine, and of course,
our forces in Europe remain at the ready to deter and defend
agai nst Russi an aggressi on.

Qur European allies provide access, basing and

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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overflight rights to our forces. This creates enornous
mlitary advantages for the United States. Qur presence in
Eur ope enables us to project power into adjacent theatres,
nost obviously into the Mddle East, but also to Africa, and
now, the Arctic. Qur European allies are rightly increasing
t heir defense spending, but we nust recognize that they are
sharing the political and mlitary risk of war, too, and
that is every bit as inportant to U S. interest. So, this
Is a wel cone devel opnent.

Def endi ng agai nst arned aggression from Russia remains
the nost conpelling rationale for the NATO alliance. Russia
is led by Viadimr Putin, a war crimnal, and ruthless
murderer and dictator. He possesses the world's |argest and
nost di verse nucl ear arsenal, and he al ways cheats on his
arms control commtnents. |In Putin's twi sted view of the
world, Russia is the victimof historical injustices. He
has proven willing to take on extrene risks to redress these
percei ved historical injustices against Russia, nost
not ably, by launching a full-scale invasion of Ukraine, an
entirely a war of choi ce.

Sonme have proposed a precipitate reduction in U S.
forces deployed in Europe. Such an action, which sone have
entitled NATO 3.0, would have us on -- would have us take an
unnecessary vulnerability on at a precarious nonent. Putin

could easily interpret that action as weakness rather than

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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resolve. During the Cold War, we shared the burden of
conventional defense in Europe precisely because it was in
Anerica's interest to do so. This remains the case today.

Eur ope has heeded President Trunmp's call to step up on
def ense spending. W now need to ensure that political wll
is turned into hard conbat capability as soon as possi bl e.
M. Putin has a predilection for war and aggression. That
is a fact, and it led this conmttee to place a floor on the
US mlitary's force posture in Europe, particularly the
Arny ground maneuver forces. M. Putin's aggression has
caused us to nmake that decision. W took that step in the
Nat i onal Defense Authorization Act that becane law in
Decenber, a bipartisan achievenent. The |law reflects our
coll ective judgnent that nowis not the tinme to accept
unnecessary risks in Europe.

The best way to reduce the need for defense in Europe
Is to degrade the threat posed by Russia's mlitary.
Ukraine is doing exactly that. |Its success in defending
agai nst Russia reflects Ukraine's resolve and ability to
i nnovate during wartine. W should support these efforts.
W shoul d i medi ately begin a crash programto take
advant age of new production lines here in America, building
new | ow cost weapons to hel p the Ukraini ans defend
t hensel ves. This includes | ow cost cruise mssiles, which

we can build thousands of every year, and includes new, nore

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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easily produci ble air defense interceptors.

Wil e General Grynkewi ch is focused on the European
t heater, General Reed supports the global Joint Force.
TRANSCOM expertise and precision allows the Joint Force to
extend its reach far beyond the safety of friendly confines,
whet her supporting Operation M dni ght Hanmmer, Operation
Absol ute Resol ve, or the hundreds of regular refueling and
sealift mssions required by other conbatant comands.

When nost Anericans think of the mlitary, they inmagine
ai rpl anes, warships, and big guns, correctly, | mght add.
What they do not see is the systemthat noves all these
pi eces around the globe. A worldw de network of American
| ogi stics assets keeps our far-flung bases ready for action.
W are the world's best mlitary, in part, because TRANSCOM
runs this conplex system China and Russia know this.

These adversaries are not sinply nodernizing their arned
forces. They are intentionally targeting our gl obal

| ogi stics network to prevent us from operating around the
wor | d.

Congress recogni zes this danger. The fiscal year 2026
Nat i onal Defense Authorization Act, again, which was signed,
whi ch was passed on a bipartisan basis and signed by the
President of the United States |ast Decenber, elevated
contested | ogistics managenent to a senior | eader

responsibility. W charge the deputy secretary of defense,

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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vice chief of the Joint Staffs, and the commuander of
TRANSCOM to work together to integrate contested | ogistics
across the Joint Force. This statutory direction nakes
explicit what the battlefield has already proven: Congested
| ogi stics is not owned by any single conmand or service.

As |'ve outlined, these wi tnesses cone before the
commttee at an inportant nonent for Anerican national
security. | thank them for appearing today, and | | ook
forward to our conversation. And with that, | turn to ny

col | eague, Ranki ng Menber Reed.

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman,
and wel cone, CGeneral G ynkewi ch and CGeneral Reed. Thank you
for appearing today. Thank you for your service to the
Nation, and to those who you conmand, our warnest thanks and
appreci ati on.

Bot h Eur opean Command and Transportati on Command are
deeply engaged in supporting the ongoing conflict with Iran,
from enabling conbat operations to noving personnel,
equi prent, weapons, and nedi cal support across continents.
EUCOM and TRANSCOM are playing critical roles in sustaining
the United States mlitary effort. This conflict is a
rem nder that nodern warfare requires the full integration
of every elenent of American mlitary power, from
operational forces, logistical networks, allied basing
access, and the strategic nobility that connects themall.

Ceneral, the convergence of interest anong potentia
adversaries |like Russia, Iran, China, and North Korea is of
great concern to this conmttee. There is a recent
devel opnment that deserves scrutiny. Mdia outlets report
| ast week that Russia has been providing Iran with the
| ocations of U S. mlitary personnel and assets for
targeting in the Mddle East. |'m deeply concerned about

this devel opnent, especially because the Wite House has

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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sought to downplay it, and the Secretary of Defense has said
that he is, "Not concerned." |If this reporting is true, it
nmust be addressed with resolute and vocal condemati on by
Arerica's | eaders. Qur service nenbers deserve nothing

| ess.

For nmore than 3 years, EUCOM has been t he backbone of
the international effort to support Ukraine in the war of
survi val against Russia. EUCOM has enabl ed the Ukrai ni ans
to defeat there and defend -- defeat the Russians and defend
their sovereignty, while sending an unm stakabl e nessage to
Anmerica's adversaries about the strength of the NATO
alliance and the resolve of the United States and its
partners. The operational picture today remains difficult.
Nei t her side has been able to secure a decisive advantage on
the battlefield, but Ukrainian forces continue to battle
bravel y, and the Ukrainian people remain steadfast in their
resol ve.

At the sane tine, the broader strategic context in
Europe is evolving. The Trunp adm nistration's new Nati onal
Defense Strategy outlines a significant shift in how the
United States views its role in the European AOR  The
adm ni stration has argued for a significant reduction in
Anerican mlitary engagenent in Europe, and for European
allies to assune a nuch | arger share of NATO s conventi ona

defense responsibilities.

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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St rengt heni ng Europe's own defense capabilities is an
| nportant and necessary goal, which it should be noted, our
Eur opean partners are already maki ng inpressive strides.

But any significant shifts in the capabilities or capacity
of the United States will offer to the NATO al liance nust be
carefully assessed and cl osely coordinated with our allies.
Anyt hing I ess than cl ose coordi nation could create
unnecessary gaps and increased risks during a period of
significant geopolitical tension. | worry that the

adm nistration is singularly focused on the speed of
transition and not the strategic inplications of getting it
wWr ong.

General Grynkewi ch, | would ask for your perspective on
this. |Is it your expectation that Europe could assune the
maj ority of NATO s conventional defense burden by the end of
this decade, and what risks do you foresee in accelerating
such a transition before our allies may be fully constituted
to do that?

General Reed, TRANSCOMis vital to the ongoing
operations in Iran. The success of any mlitary canpai gn
ultimtely depends on the ability to nove forces, equipnent,
and supplies across the gl obe at speed and scale, from
strategic airlift and sealift, to aerial refueling, and the
novenent of nunitions between theaters. Your command is the

| ogi stical network that allows the United States mlitary to

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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10

operate worldwi de. | would appreciate an update on the
demands these current operations are placing on TRANSCOV
and your assessnent of the command's readi ness to sustain
them while maintaining the capacity to respond to crises in
ot her theaters.

Looki ng further ahead, one of the npbst inportant
chal l enges facing the Departnment of Defense is the problem
of contested |l ogistics. For decades, Anerican mlitary
operations have benefited fromsecure sea and air |ines of
comruni cati on. However, we have reached a point where
potential adversaries will likely target the |ogistics
network that underpinned U S. mlitary power. These threats
could include attacks agai nst forward bases, aircraft and
ships that resupply those bases, cyberattacks on the
i nformati on technol ogy systens that nanage depl oynents, and
even kinetic strikes against ports and airfields in the
United States and abroad.

General Reed, these vulnerabilities raise difficult
guestions about the survivability and resilience of the
| ogi stics systens on which our mlitary depends. | would
| i ke an update on your command's efforts to address the
contested logistics problem In particular, how are you
working with the mlitary services to ensure that future
| ogi stics platforns and operational concepts are better

suited to operate in a contested environnent?

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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Gent | enen, thank you again for your |eadership, and for
the service of the nen and wonen under your command. | | ook
forward to your testinonies. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed, and al so
thank you for giving thema preview of the questions you're
going to ask. Who would like to go first? Genera
G ynkewi ch, would you like to go first? You are recogni zed

for your opening statenent.

11
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL ALEXUS G GRYNKEW CH, USAF,
COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES EUROPEAN COMVAND AND SUPREME ALLI ED
COMWANDER EUROPE

General G ynkew ch: Chairman, and Ranki ng Menber Reed,
and di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee, it's an honor to
be here today representing the nen and wonen of U. S.

Eur opean Command. And |I'm also grateful to have Conmand
Sergeant Major TJ Holland, our command senior enlisted

| eader, joining ne today. It is also a privilege to be here
with ny good friend, Ceneral Randall Reed. Throughout ny
career, |'ve seen firsthand the extraordi nary capability
U. S. Transportation Conmand delivers across our Joint Force.

I'"d like to begin by thanking this commttee and
Congress for your steadfast support to the warfighters and
m ssions of U S. European Conmand. The United States faces
a conpl ex and evol ving gl obal security environment. G ow ng
cooperation between Russia, North Korea, Iran, and the
Peopl e's Republic of China has increased mlitary risk
across nultiple theaters and domains in Europe. North
Korean troops, and materiel, lranian drone technol ogy, and
Chi nese econoni ¢ support enable Moscow to sustain its war in
Ukr ai ne.

| have been privileged to be part of the negotiations,
working to fulfill the President's goal of a lasting peace,

but in the neantinme, this brutal war continues, recently

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
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starting its fifth year as both sides trade human |life for
time and territory. And despite significant |osses in
Ukrai ne, Russia retains the capability and capacity to
threaten U.S. interests wwth its large and increasingly

di verse nucl ear stockpile, asymretric capabilities, and
conpetent ground, air, and nmaritinme forces.

G ven this environnent, U S. European Conmmand is
focused on three priority mssions. The first of these is
protecting the U.S. honeland. To do this, U S. European
Command wor ks closely with NORAD and U.S. Northern Comrand
to nonitor and secure the strategic approaches to North
Anrerica. Allies help wwth this by sharing intelligence,
strengt hening our early warning, and enhancing our ability
to respond to potential threats. 1In the North Atlantic and
in the Arctic. They help us nonitor Russian and Chi nese
activity, including subs and | ong-range bonber patrols.
Toget her, we ensure these capabilities are unable to
threaten the U S. or our interests in this hem sphere.

Qur second mission is to serve as a platformfor
projecting U S. conbat power, both in and beyond Europe.

Qur forces, bases, and infrastructure take advantage of the
continent's strategic geography, and allow the United States
to rapidly nove forces, sustain operations, and provide the

President with diverse mlitary options across nultiple

theaters. |In the past year alone, U S. European Comrand
www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitasLegal.com (800.367.3376)
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i ncreased pressure on the shadow fleet with the seizure of
W Bel l a, enabl ed strikes against Iranian nuclear facilities
during Mdnight Hammer, and facilitated strikes on | SIS
affiliated terror groups in Africa. This m ssion continues
today with support to Operation Epic Fury in Iran.

Qur third mssion area is positioning the NATO alliance
to deter and defend. G ven the possibility of sinultaneous
conflict in nmultiple theaters, a strong NATO al |l ows the
United States to redirect focus while still protecting our
Eur opean interests. This requires allies to step up, and
they're doing just that. Allies are increasing defense
spendi ng and building their readiness to assune prinmary
responsibility for the conventional defense of Europe. This
shift requires continued investnent in a robust and
resilient Defense Industrial Base that can deliver the
required mlitary capabilities at scale.

As the character of war continues to evolve, U S.

Eur opean Conmand is working directly with NATO alli es,

i ndustry, and the Joint Force to capture the | essons of
contenporary conflicts. W're committed to ensuring NATO
remai ns the nost capable mlitary alliance in history, and
to protecting our interests at hone and abr oad.

Chai rman, and Ranki ng Menber Reed, and di sti ngui shed

menbers of this commttee, thank you for your unwavering

support to our warfighters and our mssion. |It's an honor
www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitasLegal.com (800.367.3376)
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to appear before you today, and | | ook forward to your

questi ons.

[ The prepared statenent of Ceneral

www. L exitasL egal.com
DC.Scheduling@L exitasL egal.com
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much, General.

Gener al

Reed, you're recogni zed.

www. L exitasL egal.com
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL RANDALL REED, USAF, COMVANDER,

UNI TED STATES TRANSPORTATI ON COMVAND

Ceneral Reed: Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed,
di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee. Today, | amjoined
by ny wonderful bride, Lynn, and our senior enlisted | eader,
Chi ef Master Sergeant Brian Kruzel nick. Together, we
represent the nen, wonen, and famlies of United States
Transportation Conmand. | amalso privileged to serve and
testify along ny -- alongside ny longtine friend, General
G ynkewi ch. Thank you for your | eadership

As the chanpions of global |ogistics, USTRANSCOM is a
total force teamof soldiers, sailors, airnmen, Mrines,
Quar di ans, Coast Cuardsnen, civilians, and nerchant
mariners. Your unwavering support of these experts and the

m ssions they fulfill daily allows the warfighter to thrive.

| nmust highlight our nost uni que experts: The Joint Enabling

Capabilities Command. This subordi nate command i s your
first responder in a global crisis, the Joint Forces 911.
They rapidly depl oy planners, comuni cators, and conmand,
and control specialists that activate a joint task force
headquarters and set the conditions for success.
USTRANSCOM has three mlitary service conponents: The
Air Force's Air Mbility Command delivers rapid gl obal
airlift, air refueling, and aeronedi cal evacuation with

speed and reach to provide i medi ate response. The Navy's

17
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Mlitary Sealift Comrand delivers the mass of our conbat
power through the decisive strength of sealift sustainnent.
The Arny Transportation Command is the critical 1ink

depl oying the Joint Force fromour forts to our strategic
seaports, connecting the honeland to the global fight, and
operating critical ports worldw de.

Conpl eting the USTRANSCOM teamis our fourth conponent,
our commercial partners. Commercial airlines, trucking
conpani es, rail operators, and ocean shi pping conpani es nove
our service nenbers and cargo anywhere, anytine. These
i ndustry | eaders and partners offer expertise, capacity, and
networ ks required for m ssion success.

USTRANSCOM i s the heart of a larger team the gl obal
Joi nt Depl oynent and Distribution Enterprise, or the JDDE.
Together, the mlitary, commercial industry allies and
partners forma network with a single mssion to deliver
power and presence at the tinme and place of our choosing.

We know the strategic environnent continues to transform our
conpetitors, trained to contest our every nove, and turn

| ogistics into a primary battle space. W acknow edge the
chall enge. This is precisely why we exist.

USTRANSCOM speci alizes in winning the fight to get to
the fight. Therefore, there should be no surprise that our
priority remai ns keeping power projection as the Joint

Forces' decisive, strategic advantage. First, we chanpi on

18
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the Anmerican warfighters starting here in our honeland. The
journey to the fight begins not on the battlefield, but on
the Nation's highways, railways, and conmercial seaports.
Your interest in securing and nodernizing this fort to port
network is a direct investnent, and the ability to project
power. The resilience of this civilian infrastructure, the
bedrock of the donestic supply chain, allow TRANSCOM forces
to deploy and w n.

Second, your continued partnership hel ps forge the
future of maritime dom nance. By recapitalizing strategic
sealift, America will deliver overwhel m ng conbat power to
any shore for the next 50 years. W nust continue this
vital work and chanpion the mariners who formthe backbone
of our fleet and underwite our national security. W
support the maritime policies, including; Maritinme Security
Program Tanker Security Program Cable Security Program
the Jones Act, and cargo preference |aws. Together, these
prograns secure U S. -flagged vessels and t he nerchant
mariners necessary to nove sensitive defense material in
emer gency.

Third, your support guarantees our air mobility fleet
remai ns a dom nant projection force, the ultimte display of
Anerican resolve. Through our gl obal reach, we unleash the
power of presence, reassuring allies and deterring

adversaries. Continued nodernization and recapitalization

19
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20

secures this advantage for the next generation of
warfighters. Finally, we are transformng all nobility
operation platfornms into a survivable connected node within
the warfighting network. As tankers and cargo planes |ink
to battl e space awareness, they becone the eyes and ears of
our conmanders as they drive toward m ssion success. Your
support makes our forces nore resilient. W are grateful
for air fleet investnents because connectivity creates
survivability.

Di sti ngui shed nenbers, your | eadership positions
USTRANSCOM t o overcone any chall enge. Together, we send the
nmessage that Anerica's logistic outreach is unmatched. Qur
resol ve i s unbreakable. W are ready, united, and deci sive,
and that together, we wll always deliver.

Thank you for the opportunity to represent USTRANSCOM
and to answer your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General Reed follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Well, thank you both for your
service. GCeneral G |I'mgoing to ask you to pronounce your
name again.

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, it's G ynkew ch.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. Wth a wich. ay. Very
good. Well, let ne just ask you briefly to -- answer a few
questions briefly, and then I'lIl let you el aborate. Do you
agree that Russian -- the Russian mlitary's |ack of
tactical skill has been exposed in the war in Ukraine.

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, Russia invaded Ukraine
thinking it would be a 2-week war. And as | heard a friend
say recently, the hardest part of a short 2-week war is the
first couple of years, and | think Putin has |earned that
because of the problens he's had wth building a nodern and
effective force.

Chairman Wcker: In spite of that, do you agree that
Russia has naintained the ability to wage war and conti nues

to threaten our treaty allies in Europe?

General Grynkewi ch: | do, Senator.
Chai rman Wcker: And do you -- and clearly, you' ve
al ready said that Russia stated -- Russia has denonstrated

its and its ability to sustain high intensity war for over 4
years, and | guess it's fair to say also that the public
sonmehow over there is willing to suffer deprivation in

pursuit of return to what they feel is Russian greatness.
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Do you agree with that statenent.

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, | do. | just say that,
you know, Putin is an autocrat, is able to control the
I nformati on environnment in Russia. So, the Russian people
are probably not hearing all of the trials and tribul ations
that their forces are facing, or understandi ng the high
casualty rates of the Russian forces.

Chai rman Wcker: | guess it would be fair to say the
elite in Russia are not feeling all of the negative effects
that the general popul ace is feeling.

General Grynkewich: | assess that's correct, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. NATO Secretary Ceneral and the
German Chancel | or have both publicly stated that Russia,
once the war is over, will again pose a dire threat to
Europe by the end of the decade. Do you agree with that?
And 1'Il let you elaborate, if you'd Iike.

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, thank you. You know, in
Ukr ai ne today, Russia has well over 500,000 troops. And so,
shoul d the war in Ukraine end, which we all hope it does, we
wi |l have to see the contours of the agreenent and then
nmoni tor Russi an behavior to see what their intentions are.
But froma purely mlitary perspective, when 500,000 battl e-
har dened, Russian troops are repositioned to other areas,
we'll have to pay attention to that as a potential mlitary

threat, and be cogni zant of what it could pose to the
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Al'li ance.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. W're delighted to see our
European allies agree to the 5 percent and to do their fair
share of their part of the burden-sharing. How |ong do you
think it's going to take for our European friends, once
t hey' ve enacted this 5 percent, to build the capabilities
and force structure needed to actually assune the lead role
I n the conventional defense of Europe.

General G ynkew ch: Yeah. Chairman, thank you. |
agree with you that the agreenent that -- nade at The Hague
Summit to spend 5 percent of mlitary spending is a
tremendous acconplishnment, and it shows how seriously the
Eur opeans are taking their own security. Mny nations are
already on a pathway with 5 or 6 nations this year already
near or above 5 percent of GDP. Though, the biggest risk
for those countries is now turning that noney into actua
mlitary capability in their inventory, and that does take
an industrial base that can deliver on tine. So, | see that
as the biggest risk to thembeing able to achieve this on a
-- on a quick tineline.

So, you know, fromny perspective, | think we're
| ooki ng at, you know, different capabilities wll show up at
different tines. It will be a gradual slope that wll

I ncrease in the pace of European rearmanent as the Defense

I ndustrial Base gets healthy. So, | think you'll see it
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starts slowy, and then as the industrial base investnents
take off, they'll be able to rearmquickly. So, | would say
by the end of this decade, they will have nade great
progress toward that. They won't be all the way there, but
certainly, by 2035, they will be.

Chai rman Wcker: kay. So, about 2030, they w Il have
made great progress, but they won't be there by 2035, if
their comm tnent continues. They should be able to be in
the | eadership position on that?

CGeneral Grynkewi ch: Yes, Senator. | believe that's
correct.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Senator Reed.

Senator Reed: Oh, thank you very nuch, M. Chairman.
Thank you, gentl enen.

CGeneral Reed, you have been gquoted as saying that we
must start a new programto nodernize our strategic airlift,
the G5 and the CG17. | know you can't disclose details of
the forthcom ng budget proposals, but are you confident that
we'l | begin that process of nodernization this year?

CGeneral Reed: Senator, thank you for the question.
Strategic airlift is one of the nost critical capabilities
that we provide. It's what we call the i medi ate force when
our Nation needs to respond right away. That's how we get
the force quickly projected out of the country and to the

poi nt of need. The challenge here is that for the
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capabilities that we need in those aircraft, it takes a |ong
|l ead tinme to design and actually deliver the aircraft.

C-5s and C-17s are capable today. Thank you for the
I nvestment, for the upkeep, but the tinme has passed now to
start on the devel opnment of the next platform In that
platform not only will it have to be able to do the things
of the G5 and the C17 today, but we are also going to nake
sure that we have secure communications, that the platform
wi || have the awareness of the space around it for the crews
to be aware of what's going on around them and at the sane
time, it needs to be as survivable as we can create. Thank
you.

Senator Reed: Thank you. GCeneral G ynkew ch, one of
t he unexpected beneficiaries of our operations in Iran has
been Russia. The price of gas has increased dramatically,
whi ch benefits their econony at a point where their econony
was suffering after nmultiple years of warfare. W've, in
fact, lifted sanctions on the delivery of the oil with India
and other countries. W are nowin a position where we nust
send mssiles, particularly Patriot, to the Gulf area to
repl eni sh our supplies rather than to provide themto
Ukrai nians. This all seens to be a situation where Putin is
benefiting dramatically. |[Is that your perception that this
has unexpectedly or unintentionally given hima significant

i ncrease in staying power?
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General Grynkewi ch: Senator, a couple of thoughts on
this. First, I"'mvery proud of the role that European
Command is playing to support Operation Epic Fury, and our
soldiers, sailors, airnmen, Marines and Guardi ans have been
operating at a high tenpo in the Eastern Med and el sewhere,
defending Alliance territory, and defending our forces, and
projecting power into U.S. Central Conmand.

As you noted, the price of oil and gas has gone up. W
know t hat Putin does depend on that. | think how nmuch he
benefits fromit depends on how | ong those prices remain
el evated. | know the | eadership of the Departnent is
wat ching this very closely. | know the President's watching
this very closely, and that they're, certainly, concerned
about the prices that are out there.

So, | guess, you know, on the adm nistrative front,
what | would say on that is we do continue to flow nunitions
into Ukraine. | could get into sone of the specifics on
i nplications in the classified session |ater today, but |
assure you that support continues.

Senator Reed: Should we increase our security
assi stance to Ukraine, given the -- at |east, nonentary,
strengt hening of Russia's econony and Russia's capabilities?

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, | think the -- there are
al ways gl obal trade offs with the anbunt of security

assi stance that we can provide. So, ultimately, it's a
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policy question on what the | evel of support should be. |
amin constant contact wth the Ukrainians, though, and they
do tell me where they see opportunities. | amvalidating
and | ooki ng at those opportunities that they're providing to
us and the weapons that they're requesting, and then

provi ding ny recommendations to the Departnment on what we
could provide themto help themexploit certain situations.
|'d be happy to discuss nore of that in detail in the

cl assified session.

Senator Reed: Thank you. General, generally, quickly,
| have about 45 seconds. Contested logistics is an issue
we' ve been grappling with for several years. Any quick
t hought s about what we can do and what we are doi ng?

CGeneral Reed: Senator, thank you very nuch. W
continue to pursue changes in how we operate, both any
opportunity and current operations, exercises, and
experinentation as well.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Fischer, you're recognized.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for being here today, and for your service to our
country.

General Reed, how is TRANSCOM preparing to perform

strategic lift in a contested environnent? That presents
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uni que chal | enges, correct?

Ceneral Reed: Yes, Senator. Thank you. The strategic
chal l enge, as we see it, begins here at here at hone. W're
finding that the adversaries are aligning and they are
trying to contest us in every donmain possible. That also
begins in the cyber realm Sonme of the ways that we're
maki ng sure that we harden ourselves there is through
I ncreased cyber hygiene. W also get great assistance from
USCYBERCOM as wel | and | aw enforcenent. That extends not
only within the Departnent, but since a significant portion
of what we're able to do is in the commercial realm we're
al so able to extend assistance to themas well.

When it cones to being able to project the force and to
proj ect power, we continue investnents and we wel cone nore
in making the aircraft nore survivable, and also with nore
secure conmuni cations. Thank you.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. GCeneral G ynkew ch,
what's your assessnent of the Russian mlitary's progress
reconstituting its losses in Ukraine, in particular, in
ternms of the missile production or other weapons systens?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, the Russian war econony
is in, high gear, if you wll. So, in ternms of mssile
producti on and UAV production, ny assessnent is that they
have the capacity resident in their Defense Industrial Base

to continue with high | evels of production. And then, as
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far as their personnel are concerned to date, they have been
able to replenish the battlefield | osses, trenendous

battl efield | osses, that they've been taking on a nonth-to-
nont h basi s.

Senator Fischer: |In Septenber, we saw a Russi an drone
i ncursion along the Polish border. How has EUCOM and NATO
responded to that?

General Gynkewi ch: Yeah, Senator, thanks. | was
extrenely proud of the innmedi ate response that the Alliance
was able to take in response to that incursion. As you as
you probably recall, Dutch F-35s who were operating under
NATO command and control were able to shoot down several of
t hose drones that cane into Polish airspace. Since then,
the Alliance has established Eastern Sentry vigilance
activity that stitches together a nunber of disparate air
and m ssile defense capabilities across the eastern flank of
the Alliance to thicken the lines for defense. And now, we
are also in the process of rewiting our standi ng defense
plan for integrated air and m ssile defense across the
Al'liance, the first tinme this has been done in decades and
shoul d be done by the sunmt this summer.

Senator Fischer: So, you feel pretty positive about

Eastern Sentry --

29

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, | do, and | would --
Senator Fischer: -- just howit's working now, but in
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the future as well?

General G ynkewi ch: Yeah, | do, Senator. And | would
cite as evidence of the Alliance's ability to defend a
couple of ballistic mssiles that were | aunched by Iran
toward Turkey, and the successful engagenent of those
ballistic mssiles to neutralize that threat.

Senator Fischer: General, can you tell us in this
setting what your views are, and what you antici pate seeing
in the future in cooperation between Russia and Chi na?

General Grynkewi ch: Yeah. Senator, | can talk a
little bit about it here, and, of course, elaborate in the
classified session. But, you know, what we see is two
pri mary neans of support that the Chinese provide to the
Russians. One is assisting themw th evadi ng sancti ons and
t hereby hel ping their econony, and then the second is dual
use equi prment that cones out of the Chinese industrial base
and flows into Russia. You mght think of this as, you
know, different chips and different antennas that are then
used on weapons of war that the Russians produce in their
i ndustrial base. So, that certainly is concerning to us.

You know, if | look into the future, |I woul d accept
that type of relationship to continue when their interests
align, and for Russia to be willing to support China, in the
opposite direction, if China finds itself in need of

assi st ance.
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Senator Fischer: Thank you. Ceneral Reed, |
appreci ated the conversation that we had concerni ng our
tanker fleet. How are you working with the Air Force to
comruni cate your needs to neet your requirenents?

Ceneral Reed: Thank you. W enjoy great support from
the service. W continue to ask themto support us with
spare parts, weapon system sustainnent and to keep the
training pipeline strong. In addition to that, they are
assisting us with survivability of the aircraft as well.

Senator Fischer: ay. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chair.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Fischer. W have
Senator G Ilibrand, and then, Senator Ernst.

Senator G Illibrand: GCeneral G ynkew ch, we have seen
horrific reports of a U S. mssile hitting a girls' school
in lran. | recognize you are at CENTCOM and this is not
your AOR, but can you speak to the process that you at | east
have at EUCOM f or devel opi ng targets? Wat type of
protections you have? Based on what | have heard from
reporting, the data that was | ooked at was a decade ol d,
that any person who can get satellite access to Google Maps
today can see that this was a school. New York Tines had no
probl em getting that data and information for a report
today. What do you intend to do at EUCOMto nake sure

you're targeting is consistent with American val ues?
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General Grynkewi ch: Yes, Senator, thanks. You know,
over the course of ny career, |'ve -- as a fighter pilot,
|'ve al ways done everything | can to avoid civilian harm and
civilian casualties, and | would tell you, |'m absolutely
comritted to that. | know the Departnent is conmtted to
that, and that when tragedies |ike this happen, it causes us
all toreflect and try to inprove our processes.

|"ve been involved in the targeting process, both with
the tactical and operational |evels throughout ny career,
and | would tell you, we do have a nunber of safeguards in
the system You know, every single tine that the tactical
|l evel, | was going to rel ease a weapon on a target, | was
personal |y maki ng an assessnent as to whether there was any
chance of civilian harmand if there was that proportional
to the mlitary necessity of striking the target at the
operational |evel?

Both fromny tinme in U S. Central Command, previously,
and then now at U S. European Command, | can assure you that
we have robust standards that we go through and | ook to see
and update the inmagery, and update our understandi ng of the
target, and refresh the intelligence on a recurring basis to
determ ne the chances of civilian harm and to address any
col l ateral concerns that m ght be there. So, you -- just
know |' m absolutely commtted to trying to mtigate that

risk.
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Senator Gllibrand: | appreciate your testinony. |'m
hi ghly concerned, however, that Secretary Hegseth does not
agree with you. Secretary Hegseth has criticized rules of
engagenent designed to adhere to the |aws of arned conflict
and support civilian harmmtigation. Secretary Hegseth has
al so cut the Cvilian Protection Center of Excellence by
about 90 percent. Their mssion was to help you and to help
protect against civilian casualties. So, how do these
changes by Secretary Hegseth affect your m ssion, your
judgnment, and the responsibility that you take so seriously?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, they have not affected ny
ability to prevent civilian harm [In any way, it's enbedded
in the targeting process. It's enbedded in the culture of
U.S. European Command, and, | would say, in the culture of
the US mlitary to try to avoid that civilian harm So,
we're continuing to do the things that we have al ways done
to conply with the Iaw of arned conflict and ensure that we
mtigate that risk.

Senator G llibrand: Can you guess how we coul d have
gotten this wong in Iran?

General Grynkewich: |I'msorry, m' anf

Senator G llibrand: Can you guess how we coul d have
gotten this wong in Iran and targeted a children's school ?

General Gynkewich: M am | would hesitate to

specul ate with any incident like this. There's -- you know,
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| would just say there's usually a chain of errors and

m st akes that happen, simlar to an aviation accident or
sone other transportation accident. And | would -- | would
say we just need to let the investigation play out and find
all those factors.

Senator GIllibrand: Thank you. General, I'd like to
talk a little bit about -- following the firing of the
Pituffik's Space Base commander and the stand up of NATO s
Arctic Sentry m ssion. How is EUCOM nmanagi ng the
operational friction caused by the adm nistration's rhetoric
regarding Greenland' s sovereignty, and the associated tariff
t hreats agai nst our NATO allies?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, at the mlitary-to-
mlitary level, | can assure you that our relationship
remai ns strong. That the -- with every chief of defense
across the Alliance, we nmintained our focus on what it was
that we were responsible for doing, which was defending --
deterring and defending every inch of alliance territory for
-- fromany formof aggression and our ability to focus on
that on -- to focus on the Hague conm tnents and make our
mlitary stronger. Kept us -- kept us on task, if you will,
t hr oughout those di scussi ons.

Senator G Illibrand: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Just to clarify for your benefit,
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Senator G Ilibrand, you did not nean to say that that we had
targeted a school ?
Senator Gllibrand: That a mssile hit a school.

Chairman Wcker: No, but it's the word targeting --

Senator G llibrand: Yes, of course.
Chai rman Wcker: -- you did not nean.
Senator Gllibrand: How we chose a target that turned

out to be a school, albeit, next to an appropriate target of
a naval base. But the fact that it is chosen as a target,
I'"d Iike to know, and | hope that we can have an open
hearing on this, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair, and thank you to
our wi tnesses today for your service to our Nation.

Presi dent Trunp has pushed our NATO allies very hard to
comrmit 5 percent of their GDP toward defense and resilience,
and we' ve seen a | ot of headlines highlighting new defense
I nvest ments across Europe. At the sane tine, NATO defense
pl ans depend on interoperability -- excuse me, across 32
allies operating across air, land, maritinme, cyber, and
space domains. So, Ceneral Grynkew ch, are these new
I nvestnments translating into shared capabilities with NATO
that are interoperable, or there are gaps that our allies
need to find and fill?

CGeneral Grynkewi ch: Senator, that's a terrific

35

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

36

guestion. The -- we focus very nuch on interoperability
across the alliance and at U. S. European Command. And |
woul d say one of the best ways to ensure interoperability is
when our allies buy Anmerican equi pnent from our Defense

I ndustrial Base. That solves the interoperability problem
just at face val ue.

O course, the U. S. industrial base can't deliver
everything that Europeans need, so they're investing in
their own industrial base as well. And to ensure that
everyt hing works together, we have NATO standards that both
countries in the Alliance and outside the Alliance,
including in the Indo-Pacific, adhere to in order to ensure
that interoperability, but, you know, they're especially new
menbers of the Alliance or folks who are newy certified to
NATO standards. W do need to help them al ong and nake sure
that they understand that this gets to be very techni cal
when you get into the beeps and squeaks, if you wll, of
maki ng sure that things can work together.

Senator Ernst: Yeah, | appreciate that very nmuch. And
t he shout-out as well about the Defense Industrial Base.

And | think this just lends credibility to all of our voices
when we are saying that we need to invest in nore here in
the United States. [|'mglad that our partners are stepping
up and devel oping their own industrial base, but certainly

we need a stronger one here in our own Nation.
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Just very briefly, | ama huge supporter of the State
Partnership Program | know we have spoken about this
before. Qur lowa National Guard and Kosovo are partnered
t hrough SPP, and we know that a strong Anerican presence in
these countries does maintain stability. Can you speak
briefly about the State Partnership Program and your
t hought s?

General Gynkewi ch: Yeah, Senator, thanks. |[|'ve spent
some tinme with your commandi ng general of the Guard unit and
of your Guard, and they do trenendous work in Kosovo, and
|"'mvery thankful for it. Wit large, the SPP buil ds deep
and lasting relationships. Sone of our State partners have
been in the programfor 30 years or nore, and over the
course of those 30 years, as exercises happen on both sides
of the Atlantic, it just builds a bond you can't repl ace.

Senator Ernst: Yes. Thank you so nuch. [I'min ful
agreenent. Ceneral Reed, we have automatic equi pnent
identifiers, identification tags that help rail providers
track the location of our assets across our transportation
system But one of the | argest manufacturers of those tags
and the technology is owned by a parent conpany with ties to
t he Chi nese Conmuni st Party.

Currently, TRANSCOM uses our rail systemto nove heavy
assets |like tanks fromFort Stewart, or you nane it, or

ot her arnored vehicles throughout the U S. So, ny concern

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

is that the CCP could utilize these tracking technologies to
nonitor our mlitary novenents, which is a mgjor security
risk during a buildup or a surge. So, would you agree with
that vulnerability? Do you think we are giving the Chinese
access into a window of our mlitary novenents and
engagenents, and what can we do about that?

Randal | Reed: Senator, first and forenost, the
Departnent works really hard to elimnate any kind of
Chi nese conponent wherever we find it, and that continues
with all the energy and effort that we can put to that.
Second of all, when it comes to all domain being contested,
in all domain, the cyber realmis one where this presents
itself plain and cl ear.

Wth that being said, while it may be a vulnerability,
there are ways that we can harden that and we continue to do
that. There are alternative ways to nake sure that we can
track the information. |Increasingly, as we get stronger
tools, we apply those tools, and one thing that's very, very
i nportant is as we continue to use the conmercial realm
There are lots of other things that nove in the commerci al
space, and that itself makes it very, very hard for folks to
track our equi pnent.

Senator Ernst: Yeah, very good. W need to recognize
i f we do have vulnerabilities and make sure they're not

bei ng exploited. So, thank you very nuch. Thank you, M.
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Chair.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator. Senator Kaine, |
understand you intend to yield your tine to a person who is
not yet in the room

Senator Kaine: That is correct. So, |I'll take ny

Chairman Wcker: | think that woul d be the best backup
plan. You're recognized.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you.

Anerica's been at war with Iran for 12 days. The cost
to our troops, to everyday Anericans, and to innocent
| ranian civilians, even school children are dramatic. The
war is deeply unpopular. To begin, the war is illegal. The
Constitution nmakes plain that only Congress can declare war.
The reason for this provision was articul ated by Abraham
Li ncol n. Kings had al ways been involving in inpoverishing
their people in wars, pretending that the good of the people
was the object. This, our convention, understood to be the
nost kingly of all kingly oppressions, and they resolved to
so frame the Constitution that no one man should hold the
power of bringing this oppression upon us.

The President has escalated his use of mlitary to
carry out hostilities all over the gl obe w thout Congress,
while threatening mlitary action agai nst many nore nations.

We're at war because of the unilateral actions of one nman
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who has grown very confident that Congress wll not
chal | enge his kingly behavior.

The war is unprecedented. W' ve heard fromthe
Presi dent many shifting reasons for the war, but Senators
have now heard both publicly fromthe secretary of state and
frommultiple sessions with civilian and mlitary | eaders, a
nore preci se and consi stent reason: The President sent our
sons and daughters, spouses, parents into war because
anot her nation was determined to invade Iran, and if that
occurred, Iran would likely target U S. troops for
retaliation.

The trigger event of this war was Israel's decision to
I nvade Iran on February 28. W could have avoi ded this war
by persuading Israel that it shouldn't invade, and that
doing so would hurt its ally, America, and cause gl oba
instability. There's no evidence that we tried to do that,
or we could have focused on protecting our own troops from
retaliation followng an Israeli invasion. Instead,

Presi dent Trunp decided to join an invasion of Iran
initiated by another nation.

He is not the first American President who has been
urged to take this step. Ohers wsely resisted, he did
not. The war's unnecessary. |Iran and Anerica were allies
during and after World War Il until Anerica engineered the

toppling of Iran's denocratically el ected governnent in
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1953. That act followed by 26 years of a brutal
dictatorship that the U S. hel ped fund, created deep
hostility between our two nations, fornmerly friends. Wen
the Iranian people finally threw off that oppressive
dictatorship in 1979, that hostility resulted in 5 decades
of vi ol ence between our countries, the facts of which are
wel | known to Anerican and Iranian citizens alike.

I ran engages in dangerous behavior toward the U S., its
nei ghbors, and its citizens. But does that danger, nore
than 6,000 mles fromour shores warrant the sacrifice of
our troops, the killing of innocent civilians, and the
expense of billions of taxpayer dollars? |If nore war
between Iran and the United States were the answer, we woul d
have found it sonetinme in the |last 73 years.

We had a diplomatic off-ranp to decades of hostility in
the Iranian nucl ear deal that the U S. and Iran, together
with our European allies, plus China, and Russia, negoti ated
in 2015. President Trunp's decision to abandon that deal,
even though it was working and even though many of his
cl osest advisors told himto naintain it, ushered in a sharp
spi ke of Iranian aggression.

American troops are dying because this Nation's
political |eadership tragically abandoned di pl onacy. W owe
our troops better than this. They serve wth such skill and

bravery, but as our experiences in Vietnamand |Iraqgq have
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shown, the bravest patriotic service cannot overcone poor
civilian decision-making, whether by a President grown too
fond of war, or a Congress unwilling to provide a check
agai nst such behavi or.

Virginians feel this deeply. One of the first
casualties of the war, Chief Warrant O fi cer Robert Marzan,
lived in Spotsylvania County. Hundreds of Virginias are now
depl oyed with the Ford Carrier Strike Goup. Mre have
received orders that they'll deploy with the Bush Carrier
Strike Goup. Their famlies ask ne, "Have we | earned
nothing from25 years of war in the Mddl e East, nore than
14,000 Anerican troops and contractors dead, nore than
65,000 injured, nore than $8 trillion spent that could have
gone to our education, or healthcare, or economc
devel opnent. Have we | earned not hi ng?"

Like all inthis room | pray that this war ends soon.
Virginians have suffered this year as a smattering econony
burdened by tariffs and chaos produces higher prices, fewer
j obs, and slower growh. Gas has gone up 60 cents a gallon
in the last 11 days, costing Virginians nearly $5 mllion a
day, just in increased fuel costs. W need a President who
wi Il honor his promses to avoid foreign wars of choice and

strengt hen the econony here at honme, and we need a Congress

who will not stand silent as these prom ses are broken. |
yi el d back.
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Chai rman Wcker: Senator Scott, you are recogni zed.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman.

First, I want to thank our troops. | had the
opportunity to serve in the Navy at the tail end of Vietnam
Fortunately, | didn't have to go to Vietnam but anybody
that puts on the uniform you have to adnmire them because
they're making the decision to put their life on the |ine
for our freedom W have a |lot of troops at risk right now
| pray for their safety. Unfortunately, we've |ost seven
menbers, one in Florida, Cody Khork. | know we have 140 or
so injured. | hope they have a full recovery, but | want to
-- the nost inportant thing | think we can all say is we
admre what the mlitary has done. W respect what the
mlitary has done. W support what the mlitary is doing,
and we hope they all cone back safely.

And the goals of this conflict is that they don't have
a nucl ear weapon. The goals of this conflict, they don't
have the ability to have ballistic mssiles that it's going
to kill Americans |ike they've been doing for decades. So,
| don't think any of us ever want to go to war, but | think
we all do respect our freedom and want to keep our freedom
So, | want to thank all of our troops for what they're
doi ng. Thank you both for being here. Thank you for your
hard wor k.

One of the things | appreciate about this President is
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he sees the value in putting Arerica first and working with
our friends across Europe, Asia, and around the world to
ensure peace through strength. Over the past few years,
|"ve had the opportunity to visit a lot of our allies. Last
year, | went to Denmark, Estonia, and Finland, all of which
are doing their part to increase their national defense
spending. They all had sonme great things to say about
President Trunp's efforts in the defense space and as a

part ner.

But a nunber of allies have been frustrated with being
told it's a matter of policy that they can't buy U S
weapons, and the Wiite House and the secretary | know have
had to deal with that. Nevertheless, the problem!| want to
focus on today is that they're also frustrated with the
foreign mlitary sales program Frankly, | understand why.
They're facing a defense industry that too often fails to
deliver ships and aircraft. | think you' ve tal ked about
that a little bit.

Qur manufacturers are not getting things done on tine
or on budget, or people in the Departnent of War saying they
can't have the weapons that they want. |It's forcing themto
turn to other countries, because they need the weapons now.
They' re doi ng exactly what we've asked. They're stepping up
their defense spending, but there's not enough Anerican

weapons to buy. They want our weapons because they know
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they're the best weapons in the world. They want to train
wth us. They don't want to buy other systens, and | know
you're working on interoperability, but they want to buy
Ameri can weapons.

What's unfortunate is the President and Secretary
Hegset h have nade clear why it's good for our allies to buy
Aneri can- made ships, aircraft, and weapons. |t creates good
paying jobs in America, allows our allies to fight their own
fights and do it with the best weaponry in the world. And
what |'ve gone over, |'ve said the nost inportant thing is
you got to defend yourself. W'Il be a partner, but we're
not going to be your first line of defense.

So, CGeneral G ynkewich, is it good for our allies to
buy Anerican-nmade pl anes, ships, and weapons, and to train
with us? And how does this inpact our relationship with our
allies? And does it make all our mlitary a better fighting
force?

General Grynkewi ch: Yes, Senator. | encourage our
allies to buy Anmerican equi pnent as often as possible. W
do make the best equipnent in the world. It's the highest
end kit in so many different areas, and it does enhance
I nteroperability when they do so. Fortunately, there is
action that's being taken here with the Anerica First arns

export strategy that the Departnent is working on at the

direction of the President, which will nove several things
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out of the very frustrating FMS process that you descri bed
rightly so. |[|'ve heard that fromallies tinme and tine
again, in noving things into direct conmercial sales, which
wi |l speed the pace at which they can acquire. And then,
|'d al so say that the work that Secretary Feinberg, our
deputy, is doing to supercharge the Defense Industrial Base
IS going to have a big payoff here and help allies get
equi pnent qui cker than they would w thout those actions.

Senator Scott: General, when General Cavoli testified
bef ore Congress, he told us the current force posture was 5
bri gade conbat teans and two division headquarters. He said
It was his advice to maintain that force posture. |[|s that
force posture the sane today?

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, we have 1 infantry
bri gade conbat teamreturned hone at the end of |ast year,
so that's the only adjustnment that's been nade.

Senator Scott: Ckay. Well, first off, | just want to
finish by thanking you for what you're doing. | pray al
our troops cone home safely. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Scott. Senator
Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Ceneral Reed, everything happening in Iran and the
M ddl e East right now highlights the -- how critical the

maritinme domain is, not just for our ability to sustain
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mlitary operations, but for the global econony. | want to
drill into this alittle bit with you. So, first, on March
2nd, while docked at the port in Bahrain, the U S -fl agged
tanker Stena |Inperative was struck by projectiles that
caused a fire on board. Are you famliar with this,
General ?

General Reed: |'m aware, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Yeah. Thankfully, the crewis safe.
One shipyard worker was killed. That vessel is part of
MARAD s Tanker Security Program |Is that correct?

General Reed: That's correct.

Senator Kelly: And how many tankers are enrolled in
t hat progranf

Ceneral Reed: Sir, the programis fully subscribed at
this point, and it's upwards of 60.

Senator Kelly: Upwards of 60.

Ceneral Reed: Excuse ne, if you're tal king about the
Tanker Security Program --

Senator Kelly: Yes.

CGeneral Reed: Yes. W currently have 10 that are
f unded.

Senator Kelly: Gkay. 10 that are funded. This ship,
Stena | nperative, was one of those, it's now danaged. So,
obviously, not a large fleet, 10 ships. So, when even just

one of these vessels is damaged or unavailable, it can have
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an outsized inmpact. |Is that correct?

General Reed: That's correct.

Senator Kelly: So, in your opening statenent, you
hi ghli ghted the inportance of the comercial maritine
i ndustry to TRANSCOM strategic sealift capability during a
crisis, and | agree with that. But what we're seeing in the
M ddl e East al so denonstrates that we need to do nore to
support the comrercial industry we rely on. So, let ne ask
a practical question here. So, since TRANSCOM relies on
comrerci al vessels that require insurance, what happens when
no one is willing to ensure ships that are operating in a
conflict zone?

General Reed: Senator, thanks to the enmergency program
of the Tanker Security Program the value of that for U S.
Transportation Conmand is the fact that we have assured
access to those ships. Those ships are conmtting to serve
wWth us and to partner with us, and we have the ability to
enploy themin a maneuver schene in conjunction with the
t heater commanders. Part of that also drives us to plan
with the theaters to make sure that we have force protection
with themas well, but to neet the need. W fully
understand --

Senator Kelly: Can you explain, General, can you
explain the Tanker Security Programthat you just nentioned?

| mean, is this the reinsurance that the President nmentioned
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t he ot her day?

Ceneral Reed: Sir, the Tanker Security Programis our
U. S.-flagged shi ps.

Senator Kelly: No, no, no, | thought you said
sonmet hing el se. So, ny concern is with the insurance,
right? Can these ships in the Tanker Security Program the
10 ships, which really 9 are available right now, are they -
- without the required insurance, because they're in a
conflict zone, how does that affect their ability to be used
to our benefit?

General Reed: There is a provision for war risk
I nsurance. That program by and large, is run by the
Maritime Adm nistration within the Departnent of
Transportation. USTRANSCOM works with themin conjunction.
If that is required, there is a conversation and cooperation
t hat exi sts between the two of us, and we can recomend t he
requi rement for that, at which tinme, the carriers have the
opportunity to apply for the insurance.

Senator Kelly: So, do you see this as an issue today
that it's going to be challenging to get sone of these ships
underway through the Strait of Hornuz because of insurance
| ssues, or do you think there's no problenf

General Reed: Senator, the challenge with transiting
the Strait really depends on the conditions that exist and

actually to make the safe transit. That will depend on the

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

50

conditions at hand. That will be judged best by the theater
commander, in this case, CENTCOM but once the conditions
are set, we'll sail.

Senator Kelly: So, no resistance by the ship owners in
the Tanker Security Programto sail as soon as TRANSCOM says
it's okay?

General Reed: W hold conversations with the ship
owners several tines a week. There's an information
exchange that exists. There's also a forumthat we have
call ed the Executive Working G oup. In that, we advise them
of the situation. W point out to themwhat's going on.
They fully understand the risk, and they also give advice to
us in terns of the best way ahead.

Senator Kelly: If | could just have 30 nore seconds,
M. Chairman. So, | think a lot of this highlight -- we
only have 10 ships in the Tanker Security Program MSC has
a limted nunber of vessels. Wuld you agree that our
country needs a whol e-of -governnent national nmaritine
strategy so that our maritine transportation systemis
prepared for crises? Wen we |ook at a conflict going
across the Pacific, in the Western Pacific, let's say in the
future, you know, with China, are we prepared with our
current maritime industry to support a long-termconflict

W th a near-peer adversary?

CGeneral Reed: Senator, I'll tell you that if we were
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given the task to go today, we would all go. W would al
take what we have, and we woul d execute and support the
conbat ant commander and their needs based on what they
require. | will tell you that there is a lot of work to be
done to strengthen the health of the fleet, to strengthen
the help of the workforce. Part of the challenge of that is
cargo. Having cargo available will actually drive the
overall plan for the demand to build ships, the demand to
have the ships, and work to be done by the crews.

Senator Kelly: Well, thank you, Ceneral, because |'m
out of tinme, but that's what ny -- and that issue is
addressed in ny bipartisan SH PS for Anerica Act. So, |
hope to nove that |egislation forward so you're in a better
position to be able to do your job. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: General Reed, have you had a chance
to ook at the SHI PS for America Act?

General Reed: Senator, | have -- excuse ne, Chairman,
| have.

Chai rman Wcker: You have?

General Reed: Yes, | have.

Chai rman Wcker: Wat do you think about it? You' ve
got a pretty good suggestion, don't you think?

General Reed: Chairman, there are a | ot of aspects in
that, and it's incredi bly conprehensive, and it does address

a lot of things, but it does bring hone the fact that we do
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need a conprehensi ve approach with conprehensive investnent.
And we also need to nmake sure that there's a provision to
invite the commercial |eaders as well to help us through
this. In the end, the fundanental success will ultimately

be driven by the anount of cargo. And when we have car go,

that will drive the denmand for shipping, we'll find a way to
actually construct here, and then we'll actually have the
crews because they'll have work to do.

Chairman Wcker: Thank you for that insight. Senator
Sheehy.

Senat or Sheehy: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

And | woul d second what Senator Kelly was sayi ng and
sone others that we need to be focusing not just on our
exqui site platforns, but also the broader capacity of the
| ogi stics systemthat's going to support that frontline
fight. And to that end, to General Reed, and |'msorry
you're getting all the inbounds here, but, specifically, I'd
li ke to tal k about our future airlift platfornms.

We spend a lot of tinme in these hearing roons talking
about the F-47, and the B-21, and the F-35, and the F-22.
And, of course, those are all critical platforns, but at the
end of the day, noving material into theater, especially as
we eval uate a WESTPAC engagenent with a peer adversary -- |

don't say near peer, because | believe we're in a peer-to-

peer situation now with China -- physically noving peopl e,
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bull ets, bonbs, food, clothes. Physically noving mllions
of tons of gear hal fway around the world quickly, especially
in an area where we're fighting in soneone el se's backyard
and we're having to project that material around the world
to tiny islands that we may not be in control of.

Qur C-5s are, |'ve heard in sone cases, 40 percent
di spatch reliability. They're half century old, if not
nore. Qur C-17s, as incredible platformas they are, are
al so aging. And as far as | know, we don't currently have a
followon long range, heavy lift logistics aircraft that's
been deci ded on, awarded, and certainly not in production,
but isn't quite even in decided conceptual stages. And when
we | ook at how chal l enging a KC-46 program has been to rol
out to replace -- | still hear that the |ast KC 135 pil ot
hasn't been born yet, and that's probably true. And the KC
46 roll out has been very problematic.

So, | think we need to have a very serious focused
effort. This conmttee does, but also at the genera
of ficer Ievel of focusing on bringing that next generation
heavy airlift platforminto reality. And whether that's
restart on the CG17 with sone great upgrades or whet her
that's reimgining a new platform whatever we do, we got to
do it quick. So, I'd like your thoughts on that, please,
and | understand you're not the procurenent command f or

this.
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| realize you' re the custoner of this platform but I
think part of the defense acquisition paradigmwe're trying
to change at this commttee is naking sure the custoner is
closer to the actual specification process for the platforns
because we've given the power to the POs and the contract
of ficers, and the nost powerful voice in any acquisition
process should be the actual end user custonmer. So, you,
and your captains, and nmajors flying these planes and
driving these ships should be the ones driving the
requi rements, not bureaucrats sonmewhere else. So, if you
could talk to us about next-gen airlift and where you think
It needs to go, |'d appreciate that.

Ceneral Reed: Thank you. Qur prinmary job at TRANSCOM
Is to set the conditions to nove within the headquarters --
excuse ne. W frequently start with the idea. W need to
set the globe to set the theater. What that neans is we
have aircraft that are operating around the world each day
along with sealift, but when a crisis arises, there's the
need to nmake the shift. Once we do that, every aircraft
that we have avail able that already originates in the
region, we enploy themdirectly. Al the aircraft that we
have here in the United States, we generate that, and then
we build the network to connect the two.

Qur C-17s and our C-5s are the nost capable things in

the world right now to make that bridge to get the force out
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of the United States. That's incredibly key, because
greater than 85 percent of the Joint Force still resides
here. And so, when they're needed abroad, those are the
aircraft that we use to start that nove. The chall enge that
we have predom nantly with our conpetitor is that they are
actively devel opi ng weapon systens to threaten our aircraft.
And so, not only do we need new aircraft to get us into the
future, we also need the aircraft that are nore survivable.
So, in dealing with the Air Force, we are working with them
on the requirenents to neet that, but also to track the
devel opment of the threats as they energe from our
conpetitors.

Senator Sheehy: \What |'d al so encourage us to explore
all alternatives, expanding and having a w der guarantee for
our contract operated cargo carriers. Not best for
contested environnents, but at |east they can get tonnage
forward. And then, exploring things |ike anphibious
aircraft or even subnmarines that can provide |ogistica
support. Subs have typically been reserved for exquisite
tactical m ssions, as they should, but when we're going to

be operating in a WESTPAC first and second island chain

contestant environnment, literally noving | ogistics under the
wat er where we still have dom nance. So, thanks for your
time today. | yield back, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Sheehy. W have
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Senator King, and then, Senator Hirono.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman.

There's been a | ot of confusion about the war and the
effects, the causes, why we did it, why we didn't, what our
strategy is. But one thing has energed just in the |ast few
days, there is a clear winner in this war. The clear w nner
Is Vladimr Putin and Russia. Estimates released a few
hours ago are that Russia has reaped $6 billion of benefit
fromthis war since it began just 2 weeks ago. [It's about
$400 mllion a day fromthe increase in oil prices and the
easi ng of sanctions, which is sonewhat puzzling to ne. So,
| just think the record should show that the real w nner so
far is VMladinmr Putin to the tune of $6 billion in 2 weeks.

CGeneral Reed, can you give ne a percentage? |f we had
a serious need for transport, what percentage of the
transport on the sea and in the air would be comerci al
carriers who are under contract to TRANSCOW?

Ceneral Reed: Senator, day-to-day, in conpetition,
about 40 percent of what we fly around the skies is
commercial. Wen we transition to crisis or conflict, we
make a consci ous deci sion on where we actually enpl oy the
comrercial aircraft. Even as we're supporting operations in
CENTCOM t oday, the commercial airlines are supporting us in
hi gh volunme in places outside the theater.

Senator King: So, in a conflict situation, that 40
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percent would go up, | presune.

Ceneral Reed: If it's required, yes. |In the case of
sealift, once the ready reserve force nakes the initia
surge, commercial really plays in for sustai nnent and
greater than 90 percent of all the sustainnent is done by
the commercial fleet.

Senator King: Gkay. That's what worries ne. You have
controlled, and I'msure paid great attention to cyber
possibilities, but we're tal king about hundreds, if not
t housands, of commercial carriers who may or nay not be as
secure in terns of cyber as you are.

My question is, what steps do we take to ensure that
this -- you said 90 percent on the ships, 40 percent, 50
percent, 60 percent in the air are commercial carriers, to
ensure that they are protected froma cyberattack? Because
if we're in a serious conflict with a significant adversary,
the first thing that's going to happen is a major
cyberattack to attenpt to blind us and di sabl e our
transportation system Do you red team for exanple, the
comrercial carriers to determ ne the extent of their cyber
vul nerability?

General Reed: Senator, we do, and there's a |ot of
cooperation in that realm W operate mainly through two
di fferent channels. So, within the Departnent of War, when

we organi ze and plan, that is done on secure systens and we
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have a | ot of help to make sure that we can protect
ourselves. Once that --

Senator King: | understand that. What |'mworried
about is Delta Air Lines security if they're called upon to
be transporting troops, and the extent to which they can be
penetrated, their systens, not yours, but theirs.

General Reed: Yes, Senator. Once that planning is
conpl ete, we do have sone secure channels with the
comrercial transportation providers. And also, we red team
and we cooperate and provide help with them for cyber
hygi ene. Anong sone of the sources are CYBERCOV| Nati onal
Security Agency, as well as the Departnent of War Cyber
Crinme Center.

Senator King: | would urge you to step up those
efforts because this is where the first wave of the attack
s going to cone.

General Gynkewi ch, to what extent are the Russians --
and there's been sone di scussion about this -- probing in
Eastern Europe and doing asymmetric warfare in the Baltics,
for exanple, in Poland, disinformation, cyberattacks, even
drone incursions? Wat are the Russians up to? Are they
buil di ng troops up along their Wstern border?

General Grynkewi ch: Yeah. Senator, right now, we see

a fairly robust anpunt of what we call Russian hybrid

activities or asymretric activities. And you nentioned sone
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of those, whether it's information operations, or sabotage,
and those types of things. There have been several

i ncidences in the Baltics, and in Poland, in particular,
over the | ast several nonths since |'ve been in conmand.

As far as conventional troop buil dups, nost of the
Russi an ground forces are focused on Ukrai ne, so we do not
see significant Russian buildups right now, but | know that
there are concerns that those could be com ng at sone point
in the future, particularly once Russia is able to
reconstitute its forces.

Senator King: If Madimr -- I"msorry. |If President
Zel enskyy was here, what would be the one thing he would
tell us that he needed right now?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | --

Senator King: | suspect you hear that fairly
regul arly.

Ceneral Grynkewich: Yes, sir. He would ask for air
def ense capability based on the Russian attacks on his
heating and el ectrical infrastructure.

Senator King: And a great deal of our air defense
capability is nowtied up in the Gulf region. |Is that
correct?

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, yeah, we do have a robust
set of air defense capabilities in the Mddle East, and |'ve

used sonme of our EUCOM air defense capabilities to defend
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some of our NATO allies as well.

Senator King: In the Mddle East?

General Grynkewi ch: Near the Mddle East, if you wll,
i n the Eastern Mediterranean.

Senator King: Okay. So, air defense capabilities have
been noved toward the Mddle East as a result of this
conflict. That's correct?

General Grynkewi ch: Yes, sir, absolutely.

Senator King: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chairman Wcker: Senator Cotton.

Senator Cotton: Thank you, gentlenen. Thank you for
your appearance today, and nore inportantly, for your
servi ce.

General Grynkewich, it's well known that Iran has
suppl i ed Russia with hundreds, nmaybe thousands, of one-way
attack drones since the start of the Ukraine conflict. |
assune you agree that passing on the counter-drone warfare
| essons that Ukrai ne and EUCOM have | earned fromthat fight
to the forces in the Mddle East today and also to the
Pacific is a top priority, right?

General Grynkewi ch: Absolutely, Senator, and we are
doi ng that and depl oying capabilities into the M ddle East
for those purposes.

Senator Cotton: Could you use sone additional funds to

ensure that we have all the right people and processes to
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capture all those | essons and inplenment thenf

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, nore funds for things
i ke that is always wel cone.

Senator Cotton: | agree. And | look forward to
working with the coomittee to consider the funding for the
NDAA or a potential supplenental down the road. | know that
t he experience that Wkraine has had and that EUCOM s had in
that fight has saved lives in the Mddl e East today.
General, can you tell us a little bit about what's going on
the southern flank of EUCOM in Cyprus right now?

General Grynkewi ch: Yeah. Senator, down in the -- we
have a fair anopunt of activity in the Eastern Mediterranean.
Qur destroyers are out in the Eastern Mediterranean
defending our allies and defending our U S. forces in that
region. Several capabilities are on the Island of Cyprus.
| could go into sone of the details of what those are in the
classified session, but we are very, very nuch wat ching
that. There have been a few one-way attack drones that
we' ve assessed have cone from sonewhere, likely from Lebanon
towards Cyprus, and so we are focused on defendi ng that
pi ece of terrain.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. Thank you. You're an old
fighter pilot, right?

General Grynkewi ch: Yes, sir.

Senat or Cott on: 16s and 22s?

61
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General Grynkewi ch: Yes, sir.

Senator Cotton: Well, | think that the nen and wonen
we have in uniformare the best fighting force in the world.
| know you agree, and that our Ar Force and Navy right now
are on the forefront of the current canpai gn, Operation Epic
Fury. So, | have just a few questions about what they may
be seeing based on your tactical experience. How conplex of
an operation is it for our fighters to conduct a canpaign
the size of Operation Epic Fury?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, based on ny experience
| ooki ng at canpaigns like this in the past, it is incredibly
conpl ex, and the sequence of events and the technical acunen
that's required at the operational and the tactical level is
qui te hi gh.

Senator Cotton: |It's ny understanding fromthe
briefings that the secretary and the chairman have given is
t hat our conbined force, and the CENTCOM conmander, | should
say, that the conbined forces dropped no | ess than 5, 000
bonbs on key eneny targets. How inpressive is it for our
bonbers to execute a mssion of that size with such
preci sion?

General Gynkewi ch: Senator, that's a very powerful
denonstration of American strength. And to orchestrate that
size of a canpaign, | think Admral Cooper deserves great

prai se for how he's been able to nanage that at the
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operational |evel.

Senator Cotton: Yeah. General Caine has said that
ballistic mssile attacks continue to trend downward 90
percent fromwhere they' ve started, and one-way attack
drones have decreased 83 percent since the begi nning of the
operation, a testament to our air defenders and our air
def ense system Based on your experience flying those
fighters, | would assunme that you would agree with himthat
Qperation Epic Fury is a real testanent to those young nen
and wonen we have on the front |ines operating those systens
and flying those aircraft.

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, | would, and I'Ill just
take the opportunity to say it's always better to get the
archer than the arrows. And so, the offensive counter-air
aspect of this that is being prosecuted in U S. Central
Command is inpressive as the defensive side of things.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. GCeneral Reed, you al so have
prior experience in the cockpit. How inpressive is it that
our tanker fleet has supported these continuous operations
in the Mddle East for the largest air canpaign in recent
menory?

Ceneral Reed: The tanker fleet has been very
I npressive to get the forces across the ocean and to get
theminto CENTCOM [|'malso very grateful to ny friend here

who's al so been able to help with the portion of his fleet,
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get defense set and to go on the offensive is quite
| npr essi ve.

Senator Cotton: Do you think there's any other force
in the world that has the tanker and nobility aircraft to
sustain an operation like Epic Fury?

General Reed: Not to the scale that we can at the
nmoment. Thank you.

Senator Cotton: Yeah, | didn't think so either. All
right. Thank you, gentl enen.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Senator
Bl unent hal

Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you both for being here today, and for your service.

General Grynkewi ch, |I've recently visited Ukrai ne, and
in addition to going to Odesa, to visit with the nen and
wonen of the Ukrainian Arned Services who are serving there,
| also net with the Anerican Chanber of Commerce, 600 nmaj or
busi nesses with operations in Wkraine. Al nost half of them
have been targeted and attacked by Russia. Wthin days of
ny visit, an Oreo manufacturing plant was hit by Russian
attacks. Are you looking into the attacks on Anerican
busi nesses in Wkraine? Are you famliar with that issue?

CGeneral G ynkewi ch: Senator, | amfamliar with that.

This is nostly managed through the U S. enbassy in Kyiv who
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t akes those reports and sends them back through State
Departnent channel s, but our defense attache office is also
aware of them and reports themto ne.

Senator Blunenthal: Are you taking action to protect
t hose busi nesses?

General Grynkewich: Sir, we are not taking any direct
action, but | would tell you that all the support that the
Departnent and the United States provides to Ukraine is
certainly going to have a benefit for those businesses as
t he Ukrainians fight back agai nst the Russian assaults.

Senator Blunenthal: |Isn't an attack on those
busi nesses, in effect, an attack on Anerican interests?
Attack on Anerican property, is it not?

General G ynkewich: Certainly, it is, Senator. |
think it's a conplex issue. And, you know, froma policy
perspective, the approach that we've taken is to try to help
the Ukrainians to defend things that are within their
country as best as possible, and so that's where we're
focused i n EUCOM

Senator Blunenthal: Wuldn't you recomend that we
take a nore aggressive posture vis-a-vis Russia when it's
attacki ng our businesses purposefully? These are not
m stakes. C ose to 300 Anerican busi nesses have been
damaged significantly as a result of these attacks targeting

t hem by Russi a.
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General Grynkewi ch: Yeah, Senator, it's certainly a
tragedy that Russia targeting is indiscrimnate. |It's
I ndi scri m nate agai nst American businesses. It's
I ndi scrim nate agai nst other targets across Ukraine. You
know, as we think about how do we best enabl e the Ukraini ans
to fight back agai nst the Russians, all of this goes into
our cal cul us.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, | respectfully disagree with
your use of the word indiscrimnate. It is very
discrimnating. They are purposely targeting hospitals.
saw a hospital specifically destroyed, in large part. They
are targeting electric generation facilities, which | also
saw, and they are targeting American busi nesses
discrimnating in a very purposeful way. Let nme nove on.

Chairman Wcker: Well, I'Il give you a little extra
time. Do you agree with that, General G ynkewi ch? He's
pretty much correct.

General Grynkewi ch: Yeah, Senator, | do agree. So,
when | use the word indiscrimnate, |'mapplying to the
noral |ens perhaps that they're | ooking at this through, and
that they aren't discrimnating in the way that we woul d
under the law of arned conflict as to what the targets are.

Chai rman Wcker: Yeah. | think you and the Senat or

actually agree on that. You can resune your tine, Senator.
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Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
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And | think your questions were hel pful, and |
appreciate the distinction that you' re draw ng, Ceneral.

EUCOM is the global integrator for all defense matters

relating to Russia. So, |'m presum ng you know about
Russia's role in the war with Ukraine. | know you've been
asked a bit about it so far. | amassunm ng the public

reports are correct, and that Russia is aiding Ukraine. Can
you tell us nore about requests from-- |I'msorry, aiding
Iran. Can you tell us nore about the request fromlran to
Russia for assistance and how Russia has responded?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, |'mcertainly aware of
all the public reporting on this. | can go into specifics
on your question in the classified session, but, you know, |
woul d just echo what Secretary Hegseth has said recently
that if Russia is doing this, they would be wise to
reconsi der providing any assistance to the Iranians during
Epi c Fury.

Senat or Blunenthal: Do you believe that we should
respond aggressively to that kind of assistance that's
putting our nmen and wonen in greater harm s way?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, anytinme anyone puts

Anerican service nenbers in harmis way, in any nmanner

what soever, | believe we should respond robustly.
Senator Blunenthal: Wy haven't we done it?
CGeneral Grynkewi ch: Senator, | am confident that we
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are respondi ng robustly to anyone who is assisting the
Iranians with targeting U. S. forces.
Senat or Blunenthal: Perhaps you can tell us nore in a

classified setting?

General Grynkewich: Yes, sir. |'d be happy to
el abor at e.
Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Senator Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairman. GCener al
G ynkewi ch, it's good to see you. Thanks for the neeting
yesterday. Very infornmative.

You know, much of the discussion of the Russia-Ukraine
wars, it's focused just on those two countries, but | want
to tal k about other nations that are assisting the Russians,
if you will. Talk about North Korea's role in this conflict
and the threat that they posed, and al so about the Iranian
contribution today and even prior to Operation Epic Fury.

General Grynkewi ch: Yeah, Senator, you bet. One of
the things that we watch very closely is how sone of our
conpetitors around the globe will work with each ot her when
they share interests, and we've certainly seen that with the
North Koreans and the Iranians and the Russi ans.

In the North Korean case, as you know, it's been w dely
reported. There's a nunber of North Korean troops that have

been depl oyed to the border with Ukrai ne and have made up

68

www. L exitasL egal.com 800.FOR.DEPO
DC.Scheduling@L exitaslL egal.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

V] /

69

some substantial conbat power shortfalls that the Russians
have had and suppl enented them There's also a nunber of
reports of North Korean individuals now going to work in the
Russi an Industrial Base to generate sonme of the ballistic
m ssiles and UAVs that they're building based on the | abor
shortages that the Russians have within their industrial
base. O course, that industrial base got started because
of the lranian sharing of technology of their Shahed drones,
and sharing the blueprints and teaching the Russians how to
build them and how to build themat scale, and that's one
of the main threats facing the UWUkraini ans today.

Senat or Budd: Are the Russians short on peopl e and
essentially bringing in | abor from North Korea?

General Grynkewi ch: That's my assessnent, Senator.

Senator Budd: Ckay. GCeneral Reed, thanks also for
bei ng here. Appreciate what you' ve done at TRANSCOM and
just a heroic effort leading up to Epic Fury. Talk about
sone of the nunbers, if you will, sonme of the success
stories so far, and then, where are the gaps where Congress
can assist?

General Reed: Thank you, Senator. Sone of the success
Is the ability to generate the aircraft to actually get on
the nove. And so, I'mgrateful to the Congress for the
sust ai ned fundi ng for weapon system sustai nment and spares.

Because of that, we're able to keep pace, and we've been
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doing that extrenely well. So, thank you for that. O her
success stories is the fact that we've been able to
establish a network for aeronedi cal evacuation in order to
bring hone the wounded and to al so get themto a higher

| evel of care.

Senator Budd: Thank you. Wat concerns does TRANSCOM
have regardi ng Chi nese and Russi an naval deploynents, and
comrercial investnents in ports across the gl obe?

CGeneral Reed: For the Russian deploynents, we nonitor
those. W nmmintain an awareness of where they're going and
make assessnents in terns of what capabilities they may be
seeking. Wen it cones to the Chinese fleet deploynents, we
do the exact sanme, but we also go one step further to track
their footprint infrastructure, and what types of things
that they put in place mainly in seaports. So, we keep a
very close eye on their electronic systens, cranes, and that
type of thing. W work with port authorities to nmake sure
t hat we know where those are, and then we operate in ways to
ci rcunvent that.

Senator Budd: So, at this point, General Reed, are
t hose adversaries, are they limting your ability at
TRANSCOM t 0 enabl e | ogistics around the gl obe?

General Reed: Currently, they are not. W plan for
t hat .

Senator Budd: Thank you. General G ynkew ch, how is
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our air domain awareness in the Russia-Ukraine conflict
t hr oughout EUCOW?

General Gynkewi ch: Senator, we have a robust set of
agreenents with allies and partners that we stitch together
a very conprehensive air picture. Certainly, it's not
perfect, but I'mvery confident that we're on the right path
to make it better. But we do have very good awareness,
particularly in and around Ukrai ne.

Senat or Budd: |'m concerned about the uncertainty
around the purchase of the E-7 Wedgetail that's affecting
our NATO partners who al so cancel ed E-7 orders | ast
Novenber. \What's your thoughts on this platformin terns of
current and future EUCOM needs?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, |'ve seen the
capabilities of the E-7 in action in previous jobs,
particularly for | ow radar cross-section platforns, things
li ke the UASs. It's an incredibly capable platformfor
detecting those.

Senat or Budd: They had cancel ed orders though. Any
concern there?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | amconcerned. On the
Al liance side, the E-3 fleet is aging. |It's about 50
percent conbat effective as many of the aircraft are in
depot. The Alliance does need a replacenent aircraft. The

E-7 was the plan for a while, but now we're | ooking at other
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opti ons based on affordability and who is purchasing the E-
7. Depending on where the United States goes, considering
the E-7 in the future, it may be back on the table or it nay
not, but we're looking at it closely.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator Hirono.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CGeneral Grynkewi ch, noted that the Russian people are
probably not given accurate information on Russia's war
agai nst Wkraine, so | do think that it is very inportant for
the Anmerican people to know what is happening with regard to
Iran. So, before | begin ny questions, I'd like to take a
nmonment to highlight for the Anerican people the cost of this
President's reckless decision to take our country into war
with Iran without congressional authorization.

The seven brave U. S. service nenbers have been kil l ed,
150 wounded, eight severely injured. Over $11 billion in

the first 6 days, and this is day 13. So, we're likely

closer to $20 billion already spent on this, what | would
consider an illegal war, with no end in sight and no plan
for what will conme next. GO prices are going up. As

noted, the major beneficiary of this is Russia.
And despite how i npressive and professional our
mlitary is, thisis areal war. It is not a gane. It is

certainly not an excursion. And it is inportant, even if
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the President won't acknowl edge when errors happen.
Prelimnary findings of the strike on an elenentary school
in lran that killed 175 civilians, nostly children, point to
U S responsibility.

But this tragedy didn't happen in a vacuum Secretary
Hegseth, in his m sqguided attenpt to focus on lethality,
gutted the office that focuses on mtigating civilian
casual ti es, reducing personnel there from 200 people to | ess
than 40. |In that kind of an environnent, errors can occur,
and as noted once again by General G ynkew ch, what nay have
happened in the instance of the killing of all these school
children is it's just a error upon error. A chain of
errors, as you put it.

So, we nmourn the deaths of our brave soldiers, but as
this war continues, there will be nore civilian deaths,
there will be nore cost to our American famlies. And I
joined all those who pray that this war will end, even if
there is really no articulated end in sight.

I'd like to start ny questions with General Reed.

Vell, it was nice to neet with you the other day, and
TRANSCOM i s playing a vital role supporting this war in

| ran, even though, as | noted, | totally disagree with the
President's decision to launch this war. That said, this
war i s placing significant demands on our aging,

acknow edged aging, air nobility and refueling fleets, both
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of which need to be recapitalized.

" malso concerned this war is going to inpact
TRANSCOM s ability to support inportant planned exercises
and training in other theaters, particularly in the Indo-
Pacific. General Reed, have you had to cancel or scal e back
any pl anned TRANSCOM exerci ses with | NDOPACOM because of
this war?

General Reed: Senator, since the start of the war, we
have certainly surged to neet the need of CENTCOM One of
the things we've been able to do is to get access to greater
nunbers of Guard and Reserve to assist with that. In
addi tion, access to Guard and Reserve al so helps to preserve
our ability to support other conbatant conmanders as well,
to include exercises in the Pacific. And in addition to
that, we also work with the Joint Staff to nake sure that as
the needs arise, that we can neet the needs as the best we
can while we support the warfight.

Senator Hirono: So, you're telling nme that as this war
agai nst Iran continues that you are needing to nake
adjustnents with regard to any needs, particularly in
| NDOPACOW? Because we have a | ot of exercises that are
really inportant wwth our allies in that part of the world.
So, you are having to nake adjustnents. And will you commt
to informng this commttee if TRANSCOM is unable to fully

support upcom ng exercise in | NDOPACOM or ot her conbat ant
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commands?

General Reed: Yes, Senator.

Senator H rono: For General G ynkew ch, one of the
United States' greatest asymetric -- |'mrunning out of
time. M. Chairman, may | finish my question?

Chai rman Wcker: Yes, ma' am

Senator Hrono: | did want to get your sense that we
are stronger when we work closely with our international
partners, and would you agree, CGeneral, that this requires
constant investnent in interoperability and training as
technol ogy and threats evolve? Wuld you agree with that?

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, | would, and we focus on
that every single day at U S. European Conmand.

Senator H rono: There's a whole series of questions
that follows our need to maintain that kind of
interoperability, and I will submt those questions as well
as others for the record.

[The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COMM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chairman Wcker: W'Ill take another round, if
necessary. And, of course --

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

Chairman Wcker: -- there'll be a classified portion.
Senator Slotkin is next.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks to
both of you for being here, and thanks for all you' re doing

to support the significant effort that's going on in the

M ddl e East.
It is hard -- you know, as sonmeone who was at the
Pentagon and at the CIA it's hard to mss, | think, two

| nportant trends that are happening in this war in the
M ddl e East that are connected, | think, to what you all do.
One is just | feel like the conversation on drones has cone
home to roost. The Pentagon, over many adm ni strati ons,
Denocrat and Republican, has had this unbelievably glacially
sl ow process of acquisition. And so, even though we know
that the drones we build are big, and expensive, and take 2
years to build, and they're $30 million, and you can buy
them of f Amazon, we just haven't been able to get theminto
the doctrine, into the force in a serious way. And now I
feel like, unfortunately, we're paying the price for that.
This is a different chapter in Anerican warfare with
t he Shahed drones fromliran killing American forces, hitting

U.S. enbassies, hitting civilian targets, and | think 11
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ot her countries, evading our air defenses, which are set up
for rmuch bigger projectiles. And then we've had, | think
according to press reports, 11 MJ)9s downed in the course of
2 weeks. The lranians are figuring out how to bleed us with
noney and with tinme, to the point where we now have
Ukr ai ni an advi sors com ng fromUkraine to train us, right?
Because they're the experts.

And | just -- it's not for either of you two to respond
to, but | just feel |ike we need to understand that warfare
has fundanentally changed. And if Iran is able to hold us
at bay and continue that power projection -- we keep hearing
that the reason why, or one of the reasons why we went to
this war is because of Iran's power projection. They're now
hol ding the Persian Gulf at bay. W can't nove ships
through it, and they're able to use | ow cost drones, $20, 000
to $50, 000 each, to kill US. forces. So, | hope this is in
a monent of inflection for the Pentagon, for all of us, that
unl ess we understand how to nore quickly get our acquisition
systemto be responsive. W're going to continue to |ose
our soldiers, and | hope that's a ngjor |esson that we're
al | | earning.

The second one is the role of Iran and China -- |'m
sorry, Russia and China in supporting Iran. And | know we
can't talk about it in an open setting, but the -- there's

press reports that the Russians are hel ping target U. S.
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ships and aircraft. And | just hope we can all be on the
sane page, and, certainly, in Europe, you understand the
threat of Russia. That if Russia is helping to kill U S.
forces, we have crossed a Rubicon. W are in another
nmonent, and we have to take decisive action on that. And

i nstead, we're giving thembreaks on oil. They're naking a
ton of noney, and all the weapons and all the systens that
we need for this war are what we woul d' ve ot herw se given
Ukrai ne to defend thensel ves.

So, | just hope we're all on the sanme page on this
comrittee on a bipartisan basis that the situation with
drones in this war, and the situation with Russia in hel ping
to potentially kill American forces, and target our weapons,
and our systens, our ships, are totally -- they are new, and
we need to adjust to that newreality.

Can you just tell me in ny last mnute here, General
G ynkewi ch, just |I'mconcerned that we're going to | ose a
| ot of capabilities out of Europe, and then this
adm ni stration's never going to put themback in. Can you
tal k about the inportance of capability in Europe?

General Grynkewi ch: Yeah, Senator, thanks. | think
havi ng capability in Europe ultimtely provides options for
this adm nistration or any admnistration in the event of a

conflict. And, you know, | would highlight that in ny

openi ng statenment, | tal ked about one of the m ssions of
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U.S. European Command is to serve as a power projection
platform And so, it is having capabilities in Europe,
munitions in Europe that allow us to help U S. Africa
Conmand to target terrorists in Africa, or to help U S.
Central Command as they execute Operation Epic Fury. And
so, you know, the distances are shorter, it's |less
expensive, and it's nuch easier to project power wth --

Senator Sl otkin: Yeah.

General G ynkewi ch: -- our network of bases and
allies.

Senator Slotkin: | would just say American power is
still inportant, and deterrence is the best option, and the
way we do that is with capabilities. |f anyone thinks that
Viadimr Putin is deterred when we | eave Europe, | would
| ove to sell thema bridge. Thanks very nuch. | yield
back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Slotkin. Senator
Banks.

Senator Banks: General Grynkewi ch, we hear a lot from
Denocrats often about how our European allies don't trust
us. They don't like us. President Trunp has pushed them
away. But could you talk for a m nute about what President
Trunp has taught us in Qperation Epic Fury, about how to
bring our European allies on board? Seens like there's a

| ot of good news here of our European allies comng to the
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table to help us out.

Ceneral Grynkewi ch: Senator, | would tell you that, by
and large, the vast nmajority of our European allies,
especially at the mlitary level, which is where | engage
nost often, have been extrenely supportive. They've
provi ded access basing and overflight that enabl es General
Reed's operations to refuel aircraft comng fromthe United
States or the great anmount of |ogistics that flow through
Eur ope.

And it's really been incredible to see the -- there's
certainly sone discussions in the press about allies who did
not nove qui ck enough or who did not provide the access that
we wanted, but | would tell you that under the tip of that
| ceberg, there's much nore support in Europe for the things
that are ongoing in the Mddle East right now.

Senat or Banks: Wat do we make of it? Wat do we
| earn fromthat?

General G ynkewich: Sir, | think that the
rel ati onshi ps we have with our European allies matter. |
think they admre what the U S. mlitary is able to do. |
t hi nk many nations, of course, recognize, as several
Senat ors have nentioned, the threat that Iran has pl ayed
over the years. You know, | reflect on ny tine in Iraq
during the defeat 1SIS operations in 2019 to 2020, and our

European allies were side by side with us. And the biggest
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threat to us was not actually ISIS, it was Iranian threat
net wor k, you know, backed forces that were in Iraq attacking
and killing U S. and European forces. And so, | think on
the mlitary |level, many of us understand that threat and
understand the nenace that it poses.

Senator Banks: Can you give us a quick thunmbnail on an
updat e on NATO strength and what we're seeing from our
allies stepping up to the plate to do nore?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, you bet. This com ng
year, we'll have five or six allies that will already be at
or near the 5 percent Hague spending conmm tnents. Many
other allies, sone of the biggest economes in Europe |like
Germany, are on a rapid pace to achieve 3 or 3.5 percent
spendi ng by the end of the decade. So, there's plenty of
appetite and plenty of understanding that a nore bal anced
and strong European pillar within the NATO alliance to
conpl i ment what Anerica has done for so many years is
essential, and that it wll make for a stronger and nore
heal thy alliance noving forward.

Senator Banks: This is really good news conpared to
years in the past where the NATO is stronger and has nore
noney and doing nore to step up to the plate to support all
of our shared causes, right?

General G ynkewich: | agree, Senator.

Senator Banks: One thing that |I am concerned about,

81
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t hough, with our NATO allies is their reliance on Chinese
technol ogy that could conprom se the security of critica

i nfrastructure that inpacts our forces, U S. forces. Thanks
to President Trunp's | eadership, NATO allies have commtted
to spending 5 percent of GDP, as you just discussed, on
their security, including 1.5 percent on defense-rel ated
activities. |If allies use part of this funding to rip and
repl ace hi gh-tech Chi nese technol ogy, how woul d t hat
contribute to EUCOM s m ssi on?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, we want Chinese
technol ogy out of anything related with the defense of the
United States, or Europe, or across the Alliance. And so,
we focus our efforts to help our allies identify where they
have Chi nese technology in their information networks,
that's particularly their defense information networks. And
then there's Chinese technol ogy and ownershi p across nuch of
the infrastructure that folks |like General Reed would rely
on to flow forces either across or into the continent.

Senat or Banks: So, you're seeing progress on this
front? Do all of our NATO allies share our concern about
Chi nese technol ogy?

General G ynkewich: Sir, they do. Even the allies
that | would traditionally put in a category where, you
know, they didn't pay attention to this, when we highlight

it today, they absolutely understand the threat and the risk
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and they take action.

Senator Banks: And would it |ikew se be hel pful if our
allies renoved China fromsatellite ground stations in the
Arctic?

General Grynkewi ch: Absolutely, Senator.

Senator Banks: Gkay. That's all | have. Thank you.
| yield back

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Duckwort h.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, Chairman.

W' re now on the second week of President Trunp's
illegal war against Iran with no end in sight, and |I fear
the longer that this war goes on, it will have lasting
| npacts on the readiness of our mlitary to respond to
crises and threats el sewhere. Meanwhile, this
adm nistration is hiding its inconpetence behind a val or of
our mlitary men and wonen as if questioning why we're at
war is equal to questioning the valor of our troops. W al
know that that is not true. | know that our mlitary wll
al ways do the best and nost professional job possible, but
t hat neans that we here in these chanbers who are the
el ected representati ves of the Anerican people are behol den
to do our job and make sure that this is the right war, one
that is worth our troop sacrifices. And we can't forget
that that sacrifice extends to our |ogisticians and support

staff as we've been tragically rem nded by the six soldiers
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of the 103rd Sustai nment Command that we |ost |ast week.

Anytinme that we conduct significant mlitary action,
especially on this scale, we nust understand the demands
that it puts on our mlitary. By choosing this illegal war,
one that he still cannot justify, Trunp has put our service
menbers at risk in conpletely unnecessary ways. Seven
service nmenbers have been killed. Seven famlies had to
hear the worst news of their |ives, and the Departnent has
now confirnmed at |east 140 service nenbers have been
wounded, eight severely. And with the expansion of this
canpai gn, including to overhead air operations within Iran
and possi bl e Naval escorts, our troops may be at even
greater risk going forward.

CGeneral Reed, TRANSCOM has been working for years to
noder ni ze our gl obal patient novenent enterprises for the
conpl exities of |arge-scale conbat operations. Can you
explain the chall enges that our nedical evacuation system
faces in transporting critical care patients when air spaces
and maritime routes are contested as we're seeing currently
happening in the Mddl e East?

CGeneral Reed: Senator, initially, what has to happen
IS we need to put the entire systemin place. That requires
us to forward stage teans, not just the teans that wl|
provi de the care, but the teans who actually provide the

schedul ing and the teans who have the initial comrunications
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with higher level facilities along the route. Sonetines we
have to put those in place in an environnent that's
contested, and then they continue to serve throughout, but
that is done in concert wth the theater conmander who
provi des the force protection.

And then once the scheduling begins, we then put the
aircraft in place at the point in tinme of need. It requires
that the patients are stabilized, and once they're
assenbl ed, we pick themup and then we fly themout. W
al so depend on force protection to clear the airspace so
that the aircraft can get to the next station. And then
al so inportant for us is the perm ssion to overfly so that
we can have the shortest and the fastest routes.

Senat or Duckworth: So, to summarize, it's incredibly
conplex. W need to nmake investnents in this system and
there's a lot nore work to be done, but you're doing the
absol ute heroic best with what you have.

Qur wounded service nenbers and | ogi stics professionals
now face the realities of nedical evacuation, and in
ai rspace, as you've nentioned, contested by mssiles and
drones fromthe eneny. | don't believe Trunp considered
t hese ri sks when he chose this war w thout understandi ng how
it would spread in the region. And | know they're not
i nvesting in nmedical readiness in the Indo-Pacific, where

despite the real possibility of mlitary conflict, actually
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in our national interest, we have actually | ess nmedevac
experience and nmuch greater distances to cover. Simlarly,
it's the sanme situation in Africa.

Even before this war, the Departnent underinvested in
our nedi cal evacuation system which is why |I've advocated
for years to give TRANSCOM and the services the resources

that you need to rapidly adapt to future contested

environnments. These gaps will only wden as we continue to

strain our system Ceneral Reed, can you speak to the

i nportance of secure connectivity and the potential inpacts,

| nmean, both logistically for |ogistical support, but also
Its potential inpacts on existing gaps to this essenti al
medi cal evacuation m ssion? You and | discussed this a
little bit the other day.

CGeneral Reed: Yes, Senator. What's inportant is
maki ng sure that we can pass the infornmation on the status
of each person that we attend to. Being able to nmake sure

that that information gets established at the point, but

al so afforded to the next station, that way we can have the

proper physician with the proper care and proper equi pnent

totend to them As we continue to press for nore secure

communi cations, then we will nmake sure that there is no drop

in the care.
Senator Duckworth: Are you facing sone chall enges

ri ght now?
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General Reed: W are facing challenges in terns of
secure funding.

Senator Duckworth: Okay. Thank you. This
adm ni stration's inexcusable poor planning in the lead up to
this war of choice on its own exacerbated the toll in our
| ogi stics system Ceneral Gynkewich, | will not ask you to
speak to current operations, but in your experience, do you
agree that coordinating with allies and partners before an
operation is critical to ensuring that our air assets have
the necessary | ogistical nodes for rest and refueling to
reduce the strain on our aging aerial refueling tanker
fleet?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, there's always a bal ance
in terns of when you do the coordination. |If you have the
| uxury of it based on operational security concerns to
engage with allies and partners, and secure access spaci ng
and overflight ahead of time, that is incredibly val uable.
But there's a host of factors that may limt your ability to
do that.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Duckwort h.
Senat or \Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman.

So, on February 28th, Donald Trunp | aunched his war

against lran. By March 1, Iranian strikes had hit at | east
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si x surrounding countries, but all the Trunp adm nistration
said to Anericans in the region was, "Exercise caution.” On
March 2, the State Departnent finally told Anericans in over
a dozen countries to evacuate, but gave no real guidance on
how to do that. As thousands of flights were cancel ed, the
State Departnent initially told Arericans to, "Not rely on
the U S. Governnent for assisted departure or evacuation.”

Let's be clear. The Trunp adm nistration chose this
war, they planned this war for nonths, and they nade no
pl ans to safeguard hundreds of thousands of Americans in the
region. There is no excuse for this. And | just want to
draw a conparison here. In 2006, the State Departnent
requested support fromDCOD just 2 days into the war in
Lebanon. TRANSCOM arranged ships, comrercial charter, and
mlitary flights for nearly 15,6000 Anericans. So, General
Reed, let ne ask you, if the Secretary of State and the
Secretary of Defense asked TRANSCOM for hel p to evacuate
Anericans, would you provide that support?

General Reed: Senator, | woul d.

Senator Warren: Thank you. So, Ceneral Reed, we're
al nrost 2 weeks into this war. Have Secretary Rubi o and
State Departnent made any requests for TRANSCOM to help
evacuate Americans out of the Mddle East?

General Reed: Senator, on the 28 of February, the

Departnment of State nmade a request to my departnent for
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that, and we have provi ded sone assi stance.

Senator Warren: So, you're saying they made that
request back on February 28?

Ceneral Reed: Yes, Senator.

Senator Warren: So, when we called them yesterday,
they said they had not asked you for assistance. Can you
explain why that would be so?

General Reed: Senator, | cannot explain that.

Senator Warren: | just don't understand this. And you
have been hel ping themall this tinme?

General Reed: Senator, what we have done is through --
Central Command have responded to the request for the State
Departnent to provide airlift at |ocations that they have
speci fi ed.

Senator Warren: And how nuch have you airlifted in
this period of tine? How many peopl e?

General Reed: Senator, I'll have to get that nunber --

Senat or Warren: Can you give ne --

CGeneral Reed: -- for you fromthe record.

Senator Warren: -- a rough idea?

CGCeneral Reed: Senator, it's been in the hundreds.

Senator Warren: Hundreds, not in the thousands?

Ceneral Reed: That's correct. But | will say that as
we continue to watch the situation, there have been other

flights and other opportunities for American citizens to get
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out of the way. Sone of that has been by ground
transportation and sone of it has been by commerci al
charters by the State Departnment.

Senator Warren: Are you saying you're not doing nore
because you think that Americans who are in the region are
currently being adequately served by commercial flights and
private vehicles out of the region? I|s that what you're
sayi ng?

General Reed: Senator, what |'msaying is we have
responded to requests for specific tasks. In conjunction
with the commercial flights and what TRANSCOM i s provi di ng,
there are a nunber of ways to get our citizens out of harms
way .

Senator Warren: Ckay. And what |I'mtrying to
understand is why you're not doing nore. Because |'m
hearing fromny constituents who are stranded there, who've
been stranded there for 2 weeks, and they're asking for
hel p, and they're not getting help fromthe U S. Governnent.
And you're telling nme that you' re not hel pi ng because you
think they' ve got plenty of other ways to get out of the
region? O is it that Secretary Rubio is not asking you for
that hel p? | just want to understand who bears
responsi bility here.

General Reed: Senator, it is the responsibility of all

to care for the citizens that we have in harmis way, and as
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we receive a tasking and the opportunities to do that,
TRANSCOM i s respondi ng.

Senat or Warren: Ckay. So, ny constituents and ot her
Americans who are trapped in the region are trapped there
because Secretary Rubio is not asking you for help. Is that
right? | just want to understand what's happening.

Ceneral Reed: W' ve been asked for help and we're
available to do that. And so, as we are able and the
conditions permt wth CENTCOM we are involved in all the
coordination to neet our citizens where we can get to them
and then transport themto safety.

Senator Warren: So, you have provided all the help
you' ve been asked for. You just haven't been asked for nore
help. |Is that right?

General Reed: Senator, we have been tasked, and we
have responded to each of those tasks.

Senator Warren: Look, | understand mlitary speak
here, but | don't understand howit is that we could get
15, 000 peopl e evacuated shortly after the war in Lebanon,
and now, we've still got thousands, tens of thousands of
people trapped in the region. And |I'm not understandi ng
what your answer is here, and | don't think the Anmerican
peopl e are either.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Warren.

CGeneral Reed, has the State Departnent contacted you in
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this regard to ask for hel p?

Ceneral Reed: The State Departnent has, just as they
did in the response to Lebanon as well. During that tine,
there were provisions to get people out by sealift and
Charter. And so, the amobunt of people who left, left with
TRANSCOM hel p as well as State Departnent chatter during
that tine.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator Peters.

Senator Peters: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Ceneral Reed, as you're fully aware, the Strait of
Hormuz is a strategic choke point in the Mddle East, with
nearly one-fifth of the gl obal petroleumand three and a
half trillion cubic feet of liquified natural gas annually
transits the Strait. The Strait's closure that we're seeing
right now has |left about 1,000 vessels stuck in the Persian
@l f. Two tankers were set ablaze just this norning, and
even before these attacks, the uncertainty have caused gas
prices to skyrocket, oil trading up to $120 a barrel this
weekend and still at elevated levels, and likely to continue
to go up.

And in fact, according to the International Energy
Agency, the war has caused, and this is quote fromthem

"The largest supply disruption in the history of the globa

oil market." That's a big statenent, "in the history of the
gl obal market." Additionally, 30 percent of the world's
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fertilizer supply passes through the Strait. This increases
prices for Arerican farners as they're begi nning planting
season. This will nmean food prices will also go up
dramatically across the world. W have felt the inpacts of
the Strait's closure here, surely in prices and nany goods,
but we also can't forget the inpacts of our service nenbers
who rely on being resupplied.

So, a question for you, sir, is are you in talks with
t he CENTCOM conmander, Adm ral Cooper, on having actua
plans to open up the Strait to commercial traffic and al so
to ease service nenber resupply in the region, and?

Ceneral Reed: W are working with Adm ral Cooper as he
continues to prosecute the operations that he has. 1In the
warfighting sense, we are doing all that we can to help him
get after the targets that he needs to actually suppress the
threats on the Strait. There is intense concentration to
make sure that we can reduce that enough to get to a point
where we can get through the Strait. Wen it cones to the
sustai nment for the forces, the Strait is not the only way
that we're restricted to in order to resupply force
sustai nnent. We have alternatives for that, and we're
currently executing that as we speak.

Senat or Peters: GCeneral Reed, the TRANSCOM provi des,
basically, the | ogistics backbone to support our forces in

any conflict, including the war in Iran, as you were talking
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about. But this neans not only noving troops into the

regi on, but also ensuring they have food, fuel, and
munitions. And we tal ked about this issue at | ength on an
office call, and we tal ked about how TRANSCOM reli es heavily
upon commercial partners to be able to augnent your capacity
to ensure the delivery of these key supplies.

So, nmy question for you is, how has your ability to
deliver these critical supplies been inpacted given the
contested | ogistics environnent we're in right now where we
have commercial ports, commercial fuel networks, and
comrerci al partners that have been significantly disrupted
as a result of the closure of the Strait of Hornuz?

Ceneral Reed: So, we do acknow edge the disruptions,
but this is exactly what we expect in a contested
environment. Wen it cones to the conmercial participation,
they are able to deliver to points that are safe, and then
we will transload, and then we take the responsibility from
there. And so, in this way, together, we do and operate
where we can, where we operate the best, and then we still
get the warfighter the things that they need in their hands
when they need it.

Senator Peters: So, you believe you're still able to
rely on commercial partners for logistic capabilities, or
does this nmean we have to shift to nore mlitary options

where we have greater control and greater security?
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CGeneral Reed: W can absolutely rely on them

Senator Peters: Very good.

General G ynkewi ch, we have seen public reporting on
the DOD w t hdrawi ng Patri ot and THAD M ssil e Defense Systens
fromthe Indo-Pacific, these are public reports, and
repositioning theminto the Mddle East. These noves, |
know, have al arned our allies, sinultaneously weakeni ng our
regi onal deterrents and enbol deni ng our adversari es,

I ncluding China, as well as North Korea. Have you been
asked to reposition any of your missile defense systens away
from Europe in order to send themto the Mddle East?

Ceneral Grynkewich: No, sir, | have not.

Senat or Peters: Very good. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chairman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator Rosen.

Senator Rosen: Well, thank you, Chairman, Ranking

Menber Reed, for holding this hearing. Thank you, General

G ynkewi ch and General Reed -- we have two Reeds here today,
right -- for your service to our country.
So, | want to tal k about support for Ukraine's critical

i nfrastructure right now. So, General G ynkew ch, you know
Russi a has engaged in a concerted canpaign to attack
Ukraine's civilian power infrastructure during what's been a
brutally cold winter. Despite now entering spring, |'m

i ncredi bly concerned that Russia will continue to sustain

attacks in Ukraine's civilian infrastructure.
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So, | know you have thoughts on this based on our
recent conversation in Minich. And so, can you discuss your
views on the threat posed by Russian attacks on Ukraine's
i nfrastructure, and what kind of support has the U S
Gover nnment provided Ukraine to support its critica
i nfrastructure, and what nore should we be doing in this
space?

General Grynkewi ch: Yes, Senator, as you alluded to,
there were a nunber of attacks over the coldest winter in
decades in Eastern Europe against the Ukrainian civilian
infrastructure. This included their electrical grid. At
times during this period, we saw down to just a couple of
hours of electricity per day in Kyiv, as an exanple, and
then attacks on the therno heating plants as well, cutting
heat to | arge swaths of many of the cities across Ukraine.

So, what | would say is, | think, that these attacks
were broadly intended to put pressure on the civilian
popul ation to then pressure the Government of Ukraine to
come to agreenent to end the war. And what |'ve observed
over the course of studying air power in history is that
anytime you attack a civilian popul ation, you usually end up
finding that it just hardens their resolve. W take this
all the way back to the London Blitz in Wrld War 1|1

Senat or Rosen: Right.

General Grynkewich: The Brits just had a stiff upper
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lip and kept on fighting, and | think that's what we' ve seen
in Ukraine as well. Mwving forward, | am watching very
carefully to see nowthat it is warm ng up. Do the Russians
conti nue these attacks on that civilian electrical and

thermal infrastructure, or do they shift to other targets

yet? At this point, it's still unclear, but we're watching
It closely.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. We'Il be |ooking forward to
updates fromthat. | also want to tal k about NATO cyber

prepar edness because NATO Secretary General, Mark Rutte,

t hey warned that Russia could be ready to use mlitary force
agai nst NATOwi thin 5 years. So, as you know, Russia's
cyber capabilities were core to its invasion and continued
war with Ukraine. Russia's denonstrating a grow ng

wi |l lingness to enploy cyber aggression towards NATO |'m
gl ad that NATO hosts an annual cyber exercise, Locked
Shields, the world's |argest nultinational cyber defense
exerci se, has begun to strengthen cyber capabilities by
creating the Integrated Cyber Defense Center, but that's not
going to be operational until 2028.

So, Ceneral G ynkew ch, how are you and CYBERCOM
working with our NATO allies, Ukraine, European partners, to
enhance our cybersecurity capabilities, our cooperation,
particularly wth those | ess cyber-capable nations? Because

that puts us all at risk and nmakes us nore vul nerable to our
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adversari es.

General G ynkewi ch: Yeah, Senator, that's a great
question and thanks for asking it. This is one of the areas
where the Alliance and | are focused to try to understand
how we can bring the cyber capabilities to bear that nations
do have. And while there's some countries that don't have a
| ot of capability in cyber, there are sone within the
Al liance that do, and sone that we woul dn't expect to have
to --

Senator Rosen: But we're only as strong as our weakest
link, right?

Ceneral Grynkewich: That's true, nma'am but in an
alliance that's built on collective defense, we can help
each other. |If one country is strong in air defense and
anot her country is strong in cyber, there's a natura
synergy there where we can hel p each other to get stronger
together. In the classified session, |I'd be happy to give
you sone details on who the main players are.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you.

General Grynkewi ch: But we are working to nodernize
how we access those cyber effects and can use themin a
potential conflict.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. Well, I'mgoing to stick on
this topic, because over the past year, Russian aircraft and

drones have flown into NATO airspace on nultiple occasions.
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| don't believe these incursions were accidental. Russia's
deliberately testing NATO countries; the readiness to
resol ve, and the manner, and timng of all of our response
to this aggression. So, building on Senator Fischer, | know
she asked this earlier, do you think NATO can and shoul d
nost effectively respond to these Russian acts of aggression
even if they say they were accidental ?

Ceneral Grynkew ch: Yeah, Senator, |I'mvery proud of
the initial responses | nentioned a little bit earlier, but
| would al so say that the standup of our Eastern Sentry
vigilance activity across the alliance has resulted in a
dramatic decrease in this activity. So, it has had not just
a preventive effect in terns of when drones are incurring
Into the airspace, being able to stop them but it's also
deterred the Russians fromtaking that kind of reckless
behavior in the first place. So, | think there's always
work to be done here. [It's not perfect. W continue to
have limted incursions, but |I think we're on the right path
and maki ng great progress.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | look forward to the
classified briefing.

Chai rman Wcker: Wiich will begin precisely at 12
noon. A vote is going on right now Menbers are encouraged
to go ahead and vote, and we will see you in the SVC

precisely at 12 noon.
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at 11:40 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]

www. L exitasL egal.com
DC.Scheduling@L exitasL egal.com

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



	Printable Word Index
	Quick Word Index
	$
	$11 (1)
	$120 (1)
	$20 (1)
	$20,000 (1)
	$30 (1)
	$400 (1)
	$5 (1)
	$50,000 (1)
	$6 (2)
	$8 (1)

	1
	1 (2)
	1,000 (1)
	1.5 (1)
	10 (5)
	103rd (1)
	11 (3)
	11:40 (1)
	12 (4)
	13 (1)
	14,000 (1)
	140 (2)
	15,000 (2)
	150 (1)
	16s (1)
	175 (1)
	1953 (1)
	1979 (1)

	2
	2 (8)
	200 (1)
	2006 (1)
	2015 (1)
	2019 (1)
	2020 (1)
	2026 (2)
	2027 (1)
	2028 (1)
	2030 (1)
	2035 (2)
	22s (1)
	25 (1)
	26 (1)
	28 (3)
	28th (1)
	2nd (1)
	2-week (2)

	3
	3 (2)
	3.0 (1)
	3.5 (1)
	30 (4)
	300 (1)
	32 (1)

	4
	4 (1)
	40 (5)
	45 (1)
	46 (1)

	5
	5 (11)
	5,000 (1)
	50 (3)
	500,000 (2)

	6
	6 (2)
	6,000 (1)
	60 (4)
	600 (1)
	65,000 (1)

	7
	7 (1)
	73 (1)

	8
	80,000 (1)
	83 (1)
	85 (1)

	9
	9 (1)
	9:30 (1)
	90 (4)
	911 (1)

	A
	a.m (2)
	abandon (1)
	abandoned (1)
	ability (19)
	ablaze (1)
	able (30)
	about (57)
	above (1)
	Abraham (1)
	abroad (3)
	Absolute (2)
	absolutely (7)
	accelerating (1)
	accept (2)
	access (11)
	accident (2)
	accidental (2)
	accomplishment (1)
	according (2)
	accurate (1)
	achieve (2)
	achievement (1)
	acknowledge (3)
	acknowledged (1)
	acquire (1)
	acquisition (4)
	across (25)
	Act (6)
	action (11)
	actions (2)
	activate (1)
	actively (1)
	activities (3)
	activity (5)
	acts (1)
	actual (4)
	actually (14)
	acumen (1)
	adapt (1)
	add (1)
	addition (4)
	additional (1)
	Additionally (1)
	address (3)
	addressed (2)
	adequately (1)
	adhere (2)
	adjacent (1)
	adjourned (1)
	adjust (1)
	adjustment (1)
	adjustments (2)
	administration (8)
	administrations (1)
	administration's (4)
	administrative (1)
	Admiral (3)
	admire (3)
	advantage (5)
	advantages (1)
	adversaries (9)
	adversary (3)
	advice (2)
	advise (1)
	advisors (2)
	advocated (1)
	aerial (2)
	aeromedical (2)
	affect (2)
	affected (1)
	affecting (1)
	affiliated (1)
	affordability (1)
	afforded (1)
	Africa (5)
	after (4)
	again (6)
	against (23)
	Agency (2)
	aggression (9)
	aggressive (1)
	aggressively (1)
	aging (5)
	ago (2)
	agree (21)
	agreement (4)
	agreements (1)
	ahead (4)
	aiding (2)
	air (34)
	aircraft (27)
	airfields (1)
	airlift (8)
	airlifted (1)
	airlines (2)
	airmen (2)
	airplanes (1)
	airspace (5)
	alarmed (1)
	albeit (1)
	ALEXUS (1)
	align (1)
	aligning (1)
	alike (1)
	all (63)
	Alliance (28)
	Alliance's (1)
	allied (3)
	allies (55)
	allow (2)
	allows (6)
	alluded (1)
	ally (1)
	Almost (2)
	alone (1)
	along (6)
	alongside (1)
	already (8)
	also (55)
	alternative (1)
	alternatives (2)
	always (11)
	Amazon (1)
	America (12)
	American (37)
	American-made (2)
	Americans (12)
	America's (5)
	among (2)
	amount (6)
	amphibious (1)
	annual (1)
	annually (1)
	another (5)
	answer (4)
	antennas (1)
	anticipate (1)
	any (27)
	anybody (1)
	anyone (3)
	Anything (2)
	anytime (4)
	anywhere (1)
	AOR (2)
	appear (1)
	appearance (1)
	appearing (2)
	appetite (1)
	apply (2)
	applying (1)
	appreciate (7)
	appreciated (1)
	appreciation (1)
	approach (2)
	approaches (1)
	appropriate (1)
	approximately (1)
	archer (1)
	Arctic (4)
	area (3)
	areas (3)
	aren't (1)
	argued (1)
	arise (1)
	arises (1)
	Armed (7)
	armored (1)
	arms (2)
	Army (2)
	around (13)
	arranged (1)
	arrows (1)
	arsenal (1)
	articulated (2)
	as (124)
	Asia (1)
	ask (11)
	asked (9)
	asking (4)
	aspect (1)
	aspects (1)
	assaults (1)
	assembled (1)
	assess (1)
	assessed (2)
	assessment (5)
	assessments (1)
	assets (5)
	assist (2)
	assistance (10)
	assisted (1)
	assisting (4)
	associated (1)
	assume (6)
	assuming (1)
	assure (3)
	assured (1)
	asymmetric (4)
	at (87)
	Atlantic (3)
	attache (1)
	attack (9)
	attacked (1)
	attacking (2)
	attacks (13)
	attempt (2)
	attend (1)
	attention (3)
	augment (1)
	authorities (1)
	AUTHORIZATION (4)
	autocrat (1)
	automatic (1)
	available (4)
	aviation (1)
	avoid (3)
	avoided (1)
	awarded (1)
	aware (5)
	awareness (5)
	away (3)

	B
	B-21 (1)
	back (13)
	backbone (3)
	backed (1)
	backup (1)
	backyard (1)
	Bahrain (1)
	balance (1)
	balanced (1)
	ballistic (5)
	Baltics (2)
	Banks (10)
	barrel (1)
	Base (18)
	Based (10)
	bases (5)
	basically (1)
	basing (3)
	basis (4)
	battle (4)
	battlefield (5)
	bay (2)
	bear (1)
	bears (1)
	became (1)
	because (33)
	become (1)
	bedrock (1)
	beeps (1)
	before (10)
	began (1)
	begin (6)
	beginning (2)
	begins (4)
	begun (1)
	behavior (5)
	behind (1)
	beholden (1)
	being (18)
	believe (7)
	Bella (1)
	beneficiaries (1)
	beneficiary (1)
	benefit (4)
	benefited (1)
	benefiting (1)
	benefits (2)
	best (18)
	bet (2)
	better (6)
	between (7)
	beyond (2)
	big (4)
	bigger (1)
	biggest (4)
	billion (4)
	billions (1)
	bipartisan (4)
	bit (9)
	bleed (1)
	blind (1)
	Blitz (1)
	blueprints (1)
	Blumenthal (12)
	board (2)
	bomber (1)
	bombers (1)
	bombs (2)
	bond (1)
	border (3)
	born (1)
	both (18)
	brave (2)
	bravely (1)
	bravery (1)
	bravest (1)
	breaks (1)
	Brian (1)
	bride (1)
	bridge (2)
	briefing (1)
	briefings (1)
	briefly (4)
	brigade (2)
	bring (4)
	bringing (3)
	Brits (1)
	broader (2)
	broadly (1)
	broken (1)
	brutal (2)
	brutally (1)
	Budd (11)
	budget (2)
	build (8)
	Building (7)
	builds (2)
	buildup (1)
	buildups (2)
	built (1)
	bullets (1)
	burden (2)
	burdened (1)
	burden-sharing (1)
	bureaucrats (1)
	Bush (1)
	businesses (9)
	buy (9)

	C
	C-17 (3)
	C-17s (3)
	C-5 (2)
	C-5s (3)
	Cable (1)
	Caine (1)
	calculus (1)
	call (4)
	called (3)
	came (1)
	campaign (7)
	campaigns (1)
	can (72)
	cancel (1)
	canceled (3)
	cannot (3)
	can't (9)
	capabilities (28)
	capability (10)
	capable (4)
	capacity (7)
	captains (1)
	capture (2)
	care (6)
	career (3)
	carefully (2)
	cargo (8)
	Carrier (2)
	carriers (6)
	carry (1)
	case (4)
	cases (1)
	casualties (4)
	casualty (1)
	category (1)
	cause (1)
	caused (5)
	causes (3)
	caution (1)
	Cavoli (1)
	CCP (1)
	CENTCOM (8)
	Center (3)
	Central (5)
	cents (1)
	century (1)
	certain (1)
	certainly (15)
	certified (1)
	chain (4)
	Chair (3)
	chairman (77)
	challenge (8)
	challenges (5)
	challenging (2)
	Chamber (1)
	chambers (1)
	champion (2)
	champions (1)
	chance (2)
	Chancellor (1)
	chances (1)
	change (1)
	changed (1)
	changes (2)
	channels (3)
	chaos (1)
	chapter (1)
	character (1)
	charge (1)
	charter (2)
	charters (1)
	chatter (1)
	cheats (1)
	check (1)
	chief (4)
	children (3)
	children's (1)
	China (13)
	Chinese (15)
	chips (1)
	choice (3)
	choke (1)
	choosing (2)
	chose (3)
	chosen (1)
	CIA (1)
	circumvent (1)
	cite (1)
	cities (1)
	citizens (6)
	civilian (21)
	civilians (4)
	clarify (1)
	classified (9)
	clear (6)
	clearly (1)
	close (3)
	closely (8)
	closer (2)
	closest (1)
	closure (3)
	clothes (1)
	Coast (1)
	cockpit (1)
	Cody (1)
	cognizant (1)
	Cold (2)
	coldest (1)
	collateral (1)
	colleague (1)
	collective (2)
	combat (10)
	combatant (4)
	combined (2)
	come (9)
	comes (7)
	coming (5)
	COMMAND (48)
	commander (12)
	commanders (3)
	commanding (1)
	commands (2)
	command's (2)
	Commerce (1)
	commercial (34)
	commit (2)
	commitment (1)
	commitments (3)
	committed (5)
	Committee (19)
	committing (1)
	communicate (1)
	communication (1)
	communications (4)
	communicators (1)
	Communist (1)
	companies (2)
	company (1)
	compared (1)
	comparison (1)
	compelling (1)
	competent (1)
	competition (1)
	competitor (1)
	competitors (3)
	complete (1)
	completely (1)
	Completing (1)
	complex (6)
	complexities (1)
	compliment (1)
	comply (1)
	component (2)
	components (1)
	comprehensive (4)
	compromise (1)
	concentration (1)
	concepts (1)
	conceptual (1)
	concern (5)
	concerned (11)
	concerning (2)
	concerns (4)
	concert (1)
	concerted (1)
	condemnation (1)
	conditions (6)
	conduct (2)
	confident (4)
	confines (1)
	confirmed (1)
	conflict (24)
	conflicts (1)
	confusion (1)
	Congested (1)
	Congress (10)
	congressional (1)
	conjunction (3)
	connect (1)
	connected (2)
	connecting (1)
	connectivity (2)
	connects (1)
	conscious (1)
	consider (2)
	considered (1)
	considering (1)
	consistent (2)
	constant (2)
	constituents (2)
	constituted (1)
	Constitution (2)
	construct (1)
	contact (1)
	contacted (1)
	contemporary (1)
	contest (2)
	contestant (1)
	contested (15)
	context (1)
	continent (1)
	continents (1)
	continent's (1)
	continue (21)
	continued (4)
	continues (11)
	continuing (1)
	continuous (1)
	contours (1)
	contract (3)
	contractors (1)
	contribute (1)
	contribution (1)
	control (6)
	controlled (1)
	convention (1)
	conventional (6)
	convergence (1)
	conversation (5)
	conversations (1)
	Cooper (3)
	cooperate (1)
	cooperation (5)
	coordinated (1)
	coordinating (1)
	coordination (3)
	core (1)
	correct (13)
	correctly (1)
	cost (3)
	costing (1)
	costs (1)
	Cotton (14)
	could (22)
	counter-air (1)
	counter-drone (1)
	countries (12)
	country (8)
	County (1)
	couple (4)
	course (12)
	cover (1)
	cranes (1)
	crash (1)
	create (2)
	created (1)
	creates (3)
	creating (1)
	credibility (1)
	crew (1)
	crews (3)
	Crime (1)
	criminal (1)
	crises (3)
	crisis (4)
	critical (12)
	criticized (1)
	crossed (1)
	cross-section (1)
	cruise (1)
	cubic (1)
	culture (2)
	current (7)
	Currently (7)
	customer (3)
	cut (1)
	cutting (1)
	cyber (20)
	cyberattack (2)
	cyberattacks (2)
	cyber-capable (1)
	CYBERCOM (2)
	cybersecurity (1)
	Cyprus (3)

	D
	D.C (1)
	daily (1)
	damaged (3)
	danger (2)
	dangerous (1)
	data (2)
	date (1)
	daughters (1)
	day (10)
	days (6)
	day-to-day (1)
	dead (1)
	deal (4)
	dealing (1)
	deaths (2)
	decade (5)
	decades (6)
	December (2)
	decided (3)
	decision (7)
	decision-making (1)
	decisive (5)
	declare (1)
	decrease (1)
	decreased (1)
	deep (2)
	deeply (4)
	defeat (3)
	defend (10)
	defenders (1)
	Defending (9)
	DEFENSE (58)
	defense-related (1)
	defenses (1)
	defensive (1)
	degrade (1)
	deliberately (1)
	delighted (1)
	deliver (10)
	delivers (3)
	delivery (2)
	Delta (1)
	demand (3)
	demands (3)
	Democrat (1)
	democratically (1)
	Democrats (1)
	demonstrated (1)
	demonstrates (1)
	demonstrating (1)
	demonstration (1)
	Denmark (1)
	Department (26)
	departure (1)
	depend (4)
	Depending (1)
	depends (4)
	deploy (3)
	deployed (3)
	deploying (2)
	Deployment (1)
	deployments (4)
	depot (1)
	deprivation (1)
	deputy (2)
	described (1)
	deserve (1)
	deserves (2)
	design (1)
	designed (1)
	despite (4)
	destroyed (1)
	destroyers (1)
	detail (1)
	details (3)
	detecting (1)
	deter (2)
	determine (2)
	determined (1)
	deterred (2)
	deterrence (1)
	deterrents (1)
	deterring (2)
	developing (3)
	development (6)
	dictator (1)
	dictatorship (2)
	did (8)
	didn't (5)
	different (7)
	difficult (2)
	diplomacy (1)
	diplomatic (1)
	dire (1)
	direct (3)
	direction (3)
	directly (2)
	Dirksen (1)
	disable (1)
	disagree (2)
	disclose (1)
	discriminating (3)
	discuss (2)
	discussed (2)
	discussion (2)
	discussions (2)
	disinformation (1)
	disparate (1)
	dispatch (1)
	display (1)
	disrupted (1)
	disruption (1)
	disruptions (1)
	distances (2)
	distinction (1)
	distinguished (4)
	Distribution (1)
	diverse (3)
	division (1)
	do (86)
	docked (1)
	doctrine (1)
	DOD (2)
	does (16)
	doing (23)
	dollars (1)
	domain (5)
	domains (2)
	domestic (1)
	dominance (2)
	dominant (1)
	Donald (1)
	done (18)
	don't (15)
	down (4)
	downed (1)
	downplay (1)
	downward (1)
	dozen (1)
	dramatic (2)
	dramatically (3)
	draw (1)
	drawing (1)
	drill (1)
	drive (3)
	driven (1)
	drives (1)
	driving (2)
	drone (3)
	drones (13)
	drop (1)
	dropped (1)
	dual (1)
	Duckworth (8)
	During (13)
	Dutch (1)
	dying (1)

	E
	E (1)
	E-3 (1)
	E-7 (5)
	each (7)
	earlier (2)
	early (1)
	ears (1)
	ease (1)
	easier (1)
	easily (2)
	easing (1)
	East (22)
	Eastern (10)
	echo (1)
	economic (2)
	economies (1)
	economy (8)
	education (1)
	effect (2)
	effective (2)
	effectively (1)
	effects (3)
	effort (6)
	efforts (6)
	eight (2)
	either (4)
	elaborate (4)
	elected (2)
	electric (1)
	electrical (3)
	electricity (1)
	electronic (1)
	element (1)
	elementary (1)
	elevated (3)
	eliminate (1)
	elite (1)
	else (2)
	else's (1)
	elsewhere (2)
	embassies (1)
	embassy (1)
	embedded (2)
	emboldening (1)
	emerge (1)
	emerged (1)
	emergency (2)
	employ (4)
	enable (3)
	enabled (2)
	enables (2)
	enabling (2)
	enacted (1)
	encourage (2)
	encouraged (1)
	end (18)
	ends (1)
	enemy (2)
	energy (2)
	enforcement (1)
	engage (2)
	engaged (3)
	engagement (4)
	engagements (1)
	engages (1)
	engineered (1)
	enhance (2)
	enhancing (1)
	enjoy (1)
	enlisted (2)
	enormous (1)
	enough (3)
	enrolled (1)
	ensure (13)
	ensuring (3)
	entering (1)
	Enterprise (1)
	enterprises (1)
	entire (1)
	entirely (1)
	entitled (1)
	environment (11)
	environments (2)
	Epic (12)
	equal (1)
	equipment (10)
	Ernst (7)
	error (2)
	errors (4)
	escalated (1)
	escorts (1)
	especially (6)
	essential (2)
	essentially (1)
	establish (1)
	established (2)
	Estimates (1)
	Estonia (1)
	EUCOM (16)
	EUCOM's (2)
	Europe (35)
	EUROPEAN (37)
	Europeans (2)
	Europe's (1)
	evacuate (3)
	evacuated (1)
	evacuation (7)
	evading (2)
	evaluate (1)
	even (19)
	event (2)
	events (1)
	ever (1)
	every (10)
	everyday (1)
	everything (4)
	evidence (2)
	evolve (2)
	evolving (2)
	exacerbated (1)
	exact (1)
	exactly (3)
	example (3)
	Excellence (1)
	exchange (1)
	excursion (1)
	excuse (5)
	execute (3)
	executing (1)
	Executive (1)
	exercise (4)
	exercises (6)
	exist (2)
	existing (1)
	exists (2)
	expanding (1)
	expansion (1)
	expect (2)
	expectation (1)
	expense (1)
	expensive (2)
	experience (7)
	experiences (1)
	experimentation (1)
	expertise (2)
	experts (3)
	explain (5)
	explicit (1)
	exploit (1)
	exploited (1)
	explore (1)
	exploring (1)
	export (1)
	exposed (1)
	exquisite (2)
	extend (3)
	extends (2)
	extensive (1)
	extent (3)
	extra (1)
	extraordinary (1)
	extreme (1)
	extremely (3)
	eye (1)
	eyes (1)

	F
	F-22 (1)
	F-35 (1)
	F-35s (1)
	F-47 (1)
	face (2)
	faces (2)
	facilitated (1)
	facilitates (1)
	facilities (3)
	facing (6)
	fact (8)
	factors (2)
	facts (1)
	fails (1)
	fair (4)
	fairly (2)
	familiar (3)
	families (5)
	far (7)
	far-flung (1)
	farmers (1)
	fastest (1)
	fear (1)
	February (4)
	feel (6)
	feeling (2)
	feet (1)
	Feinberg (1)
	felt (1)
	fertilizer (1)
	few (6)
	fewer (1)
	fifth (1)
	fight (10)
	fighter (2)
	fighters (2)
	fighting (4)
	fights (1)
	figuring (1)
	fill (1)
	Finally (3)
	find (4)
	finding (2)
	findings (1)
	finds (1)
	finish (2)
	Finland (1)
	fire (1)
	firing (1)
	first (22)
	firsthand (1)
	FISCAL (2)
	Fischer (12)
	five (1)
	flank (2)
	fleet (14)
	fleets (1)
	flights (5)
	floor (1)
	Florida (1)
	flow (4)
	flown (1)
	flows (1)
	fly (2)
	flying (3)
	FMS (1)
	focus (9)
	focused (10)
	focuses (1)
	focusing (2)
	folks (3)
	followed (1)
	following (2)
	follow-on (1)
	follows (4)
	fond (1)
	food (3)
	footprint (1)
	FOR (175)
	force (34)
	forces (37)
	Force's (1)
	forcing (1)
	Ford (1)
	forefront (1)
	foreign (2)
	foremost (1)
	foresee (1)
	forge (1)
	forget (2)
	form (3)
	formerly (1)
	fort (2)
	forthcoming (1)
	forts (1)
	Fortunately (2)
	forum (1)
	forward (13)
	found (1)
	fourth (1)
	frame (1)
	Frankly (1)
	freedom (3)
	frequently (1)
	friction (1)
	friend (4)
	friendly (1)
	friends (3)
	FROM (58)
	front (3)
	frontline (1)
	frustrated (2)
	frustrating (1)
	fuel (3)
	fulfill (2)
	full (3)
	full-scale (1)
	fully (6)
	fund (1)
	fundamental (1)
	fundamentally (1)
	funded (2)
	funding (4)
	funds (2)
	further (2)
	Fury (12)
	FUTURE (13)

	G
	G (2)
	gallon (1)
	game (1)
	gaps (5)
	gas (5)
	gave (1)
	GDP (3)
	gear (2)
	General (206)
	generally (1)
	generate (3)
	generation (3)
	Gentlemen (4)
	geography (1)
	geopolitical (1)
	German (1)
	Germany (1)
	get (36)
	gets (3)
	getting (5)
	Gillibrand (12)
	girls (1)
	give (7)
	Given (10)
	giving (3)
	glacially (1)
	glad (2)
	global (17)
	globe (7)
	go (16)
	goal (2)
	goals (2)
	goes (3)
	going (31)
	gone (4)
	good (14)
	goods (1)
	Google (1)
	got (6)
	gotten (2)
	government (5)
	gradual (1)
	grappling (1)
	grateful (4)
	great (14)
	greater (8)
	greatest (1)
	greatness (1)
	Greenland's (1)
	grid (1)
	ground (5)
	Group (3)
	groups (1)
	Growing (2)
	grown (2)
	growth (1)
	Grynkewich (103)
	guarantee (1)
	guarantees (1)
	Guard (5)
	Guardians (2)
	Guardsmen (1)
	guess (5)
	guidance (1)
	Gulf (4)
	guns (1)
	gutted (1)

	H
	Hague (3)
	half (3)
	halfway (1)
	Hammer (2)
	hand (1)
	hands (1)
	happen (7)
	happened (1)
	happening (5)
	happens (1)
	happy (3)
	hard (7)
	harden (2)
	hardened (1)
	hardens (1)
	hardest (1)
	harm (6)
	harm's (4)
	hasn't (1)
	haven't (3)
	Having (7)
	He (19)
	headlines (1)
	headquarters (3)
	health (1)
	healthcare (1)
	healthy (2)
	hear (4)
	heard (6)
	hearing (8)
	heart (1)
	heat (1)
	heating (2)
	heavily (1)
	heavy (3)
	heeded (1)
	Hegseth (7)
	help (33)
	helped (1)
	helpful (2)
	helping (6)
	helps (2)
	hemisphere (1)
	here (36)
	heroic (2)
	he's (3)
	hesitate (1)
	hiding (1)
	high (8)
	higher (3)
	highest (1)
	highlight (5)
	highlighted (1)
	highlighting (1)
	highlights (1)
	highly (1)
	high-tech (1)
	highways (1)
	him (5)
	Hirono (9)
	his (10)
	historical (2)
	history (4)
	hit (3)
	hitting (3)
	hold (3)
	holding (2)
	Holland (1)
	home (8)
	homeland (3)
	Hon (3)
	honor (3)
	hope (9)
	Hormuz (3)
	horrific (1)
	hospital (1)
	hospitals (1)
	host (1)
	hostilities (1)
	hostility (3)
	hosts (1)
	hours (2)
	House (2)
	how (48)
	However (2)
	huge (1)
	human (1)
	hundreds (7)
	hurt (1)
	hybrid (1)
	hygiene (2)

	I
	iceberg (1)
	I'd (14)
	idea (2)
	identification (1)
	identifiers (1)
	identify (1)
	If (43)
	II (2)
	I'll (7)
	illegal (4)
	I'm (37)
	imagery (1)
	imagine (1)
	immediate (3)
	immediately (1)
	impact (3)
	impacted (1)
	impacts (6)
	Imperative (2)
	implement (1)
	implications (2)
	importance (3)
	important (15)
	importantly (1)
	impoverishing (1)
	impressive (7)
	improve (1)
	inbounds (1)
	inch (1)
	incidences (1)
	incident (1)
	include (2)
	included (1)
	includes (2)
	including (7)
	incompetence (1)
	increase (5)
	increased (6)
	increases (1)
	increasing (2)
	increasingly (2)
	incredible (2)
	incredibly (7)
	incurring (1)
	incursion (2)
	incursions (3)
	India (1)
	indiscriminate (5)
	individuals (1)
	Indo (1)
	Indo-Pacific (3)
	INDOPACOM (3)
	Industrial (16)
	industry (7)
	inexcusable (1)
	infantry (1)
	inflection (1)
	information (12)
	informative (1)
	informing (1)
	infrastructure (13)
	initial (3)
	initially (2)
	initiated (1)
	injured (3)
	injustices (2)
	innocent (2)
	innovate (1)
	INSERT (1)
	insight (1)
	instability (1)
	instance (1)
	Instead (2)
	insurance (6)
	integrate (1)
	integrated (2)
	integration (1)
	integrator (1)
	intelligence (3)
	intend (2)
	intended (1)
	intense (1)
	intensity (2)
	intentionally (1)
	intentions (1)
	interceptors (1)
	interest (5)
	interests (7)
	international (3)
	interoperability (9)
	interoperable (1)
	interpret (1)
	into (37)
	invade (3)
	invaded (1)
	invasion (5)
	inventory (1)
	invest (1)
	investigation (1)
	investing (2)
	investment (5)
	investments (7)
	invite (1)
	involved (3)
	involving (1)
	Iowa (1)
	Iran (38)
	Iranian (11)
	Iranians (4)
	Iran's (2)
	Iraq (3)
	ISIS (3)
	ISLAND (3)
	islands (1)
	isn't (2)
	Israel (1)
	Israeli (1)
	Israel's (1)
	issue (6)
	issues (1)
	it (99)
	Its (19)
	it's (50)
	itself (3)
	I've (17)

	J
	JACK (1)
	JDDE (1)
	job (4)
	jobs (3)
	join (1)
	joined (2)
	joining (1)
	Joint (14)
	Jones (1)
	journey (1)
	judged (1)
	judgment (2)
	just (51)
	justify (1)

	K
	Kaine (4)
	KC (1)
	KC-135 (1)
	KC-46 (1)
	keep (5)
	keeping (1)
	keeps (1)
	Kelly (16)
	Kept (3)
	key (3)
	Khork (1)
	kill (4)
	killed (4)
	killing (4)
	kind (6)
	kinetic (1)
	King (13)
	kingly (3)
	Kings (1)
	kit (1)
	know (57)
	known (2)
	Korea (4)
	Korean (4)
	Koreans (1)
	Korea's (1)
	Kosovo (2)
	Kruzelnick (1)
	Kyiv (2)

	L
	labor (2)
	lack (1)
	land (1)
	large (7)
	larger (2)
	large-scale (1)
	largest (5)
	last (12)
	lasting (3)
	later (1)
	launch (1)
	launched (2)
	launching (1)
	law (5)
	laws (2)
	lead (3)
	leader (3)
	leaders (4)
	leadership (7)
	leading (1)
	learn (1)
	learned (4)
	learning (1)
	least (5)
	leave (1)
	Lebanon (4)
	led (2)
	left (3)
	legislation (1)
	lends (1)
	length (1)
	lens (1)
	less (7)
	lesson (1)
	lessons (3)
	let (7)
	lethality (1)
	let's (2)
	level (11)
	levels (3)
	life (2)
	lift (2)
	lifted (1)
	like (30)
	likely (5)
	likewise (1)
	limit (1)
	limited (2)
	limiting (1)
	Lincoln (1)
	line (2)
	lines (5)
	link (3)
	lip (1)
	liquified (1)
	literally (1)
	little (8)
	lived (1)
	lives (2)
	location (1)
	locations (2)
	Locked (1)
	logistic (3)
	logistical (5)
	logistically (1)
	logisticians (1)
	logistics (22)
	London (1)
	long (4)
	longer (1)
	long-range (1)
	long-term (1)
	longtime (1)
	look (11)
	looked (1)
	Looking (9)
	lose (2)
	losses (4)
	lost (2)
	lot (17)
	lots (1)
	love (1)
	low (1)
	low-cost (3)
	luxury (1)
	Lynn (1)

	M
	ma'am (4)
	made (10)
	main (2)
	mainly (2)
	maintain (5)
	maintained (2)
	maintaining (1)
	Major (6)
	majority (2)
	majors (1)
	make (29)
	makes (6)
	making (11)
	man (2)
	manage (2)
	managed (1)
	management (1)
	managing (1)
	maneuver (2)
	manner (2)
	manufacturers (2)
	manufacturing (1)
	Many (15)
	Maps (1)
	MARAD's (1)
	March (4)
	mariners (3)
	Marines (2)
	maritime (12)
	Mark (1)
	market (2)
	Marzan (1)
	mass (1)
	Master (1)
	material (3)
	materiel (1)
	matter (2)
	matters (1)
	may (13)
	maybe (1)
	me (19)
	mean (6)
	means (4)
	meantime (1)
	Meanwhile (1)
	Med (1)
	medevac (1)
	Media (1)
	medical (6)
	Mediterranean (3)
	meet (7)
	meeting (1)
	meets (1)
	Member (6)
	Members (17)
	memory (1)
	men (8)
	menace (1)
	mentioned (6)
	merchant (2)
	message (2)
	met (2)
	Middle (22)
	Midnight (2)
	might (3)
	miles (1)
	military (57)
	military's (3)
	military-to (1)
	million (3)
	millions (1)
	minute (2)
	misguided (1)
	miss (1)
	missile (9)
	missiles (7)
	mission (13)
	missions (6)
	MISSISSIPPI (1)
	mistakes (2)
	mitigate (2)
	mitigating (1)
	mitigation (1)
	mobility (6)
	modern (2)
	modernization (2)
	modernize (3)
	modernizing (2)
	moment (6)
	momentary (1)
	money (4)
	monitor (5)
	month (1)
	months (2)
	month-to (1)
	moral (1)
	more (44)
	morning (2)
	Moscow (1)
	most (18)
	mostly (2)
	mourn (1)
	move (15)
	moved (1)
	movement (2)
	movements (2)
	moves (2)
	moving (9)
	MQ-9s (1)
	MSC (1)
	much (26)
	multinational (1)
	multiple (6)
	Munich (1)
	munitions (4)
	murderer (1)
	must (8)
	MV (1)
	my (34)

	N
	name (2)
	Nation (6)
	National (10)
	nations (8)
	Nation's (2)
	NATO (35)
	NATO's (3)
	natural (2)
	naval (3)
	Navy (2)
	Navy's (1)
	NDAA (1)
	near (4)
	nearly (3)
	near-peer (1)
	necessary (4)
	necessity (1)
	need (39)
	needed (3)
	needing (1)
	needs (11)
	negative (1)
	negotiated (1)
	negotiations (1)
	neighbors (1)
	Neither (1)
	network (11)
	networks (5)
	neutralize (1)
	never (1)
	Nevertheless (1)
	new (13)
	newly (1)
	news (3)
	next (9)
	next-gen (1)
	nice (1)
	no (21)
	node (1)
	nodes (1)
	noon (2)
	NORAD (1)
	North (13)
	Northern (1)
	not (73)
	notably (1)
	noted (6)
	nothing (3)
	notice (1)
	November (1)
	now (41)
	nuclear (6)
	number (9)
	numbers (2)

	O
	object (1)
	observed (1)
	obviously (2)
	occasions (1)
	occur (1)
	occurred (1)
	ocean (2)
	Odesa (1)
	off (4)
	offensive (2)
	offer (2)
	Office (4)
	Officer (2)
	officers (1)
	off-ramp (1)
	offs (1)
	often (4)
	Oh (1)
	oil (7)
	Okay (18)
	old (3)
	ON (180)
	once (11)
	one (34)
	one-fifth (1)
	ones (1)
	one-way (3)
	ongoing (3)
	only (11)
	open (3)
	OPENING (4)
	operate (7)
	operated (1)
	operating (9)
	Operation (16)
	operational (11)
	operations (18)
	operators (1)
	opportunities (4)
	opportunity (6)
	opposite (1)
	oppression (1)
	oppressions (1)
	oppressive (1)
	option (1)
	options (4)
	orchestrate (1)
	order (5)
	orders (3)
	Oreo (1)
	organize (1)
	originates (1)
	other (31)
	Others (3)
	otherwise (1)
	our (221)
	ourselves (2)
	out (24)
	outlets (1)
	outlined (1)
	outlines (1)
	outreach (1)
	outside (2)
	outsized (1)
	over (17)
	overall (1)
	overcome (2)
	overflight (3)
	overfly (1)
	overhead (1)
	oversees (1)
	overwhelming (1)
	owe (1)
	own (8)
	owned (2)
	owners (2)
	ownership (1)

	P
	pace (4)
	Pacific (5)
	page (2)
	paid (1)
	paradigm (1)
	parent (1)
	parents (1)
	part (12)
	participation (1)
	particular (3)
	particularly (9)
	partner (3)
	partnered (1)
	partners (16)
	partnership (3)
	parts (1)
	Party (1)
	pass (1)
	passed (2)
	passes (1)
	passing (1)
	past (5)
	path (2)
	pathway (1)
	patient (1)
	patients (2)
	Patriot (2)
	patriotic (1)
	patrols (1)
	pay (2)
	paying (2)
	payoff (1)
	peace (2)
	peer (3)
	peer-to (1)
	penetrated (1)
	Pentagon (3)
	people (20)
	People's (1)
	per (1)
	perceived (1)
	percent (23)
	percentage (2)
	perception (1)
	perfect (2)
	perform (1)
	perhaps (2)
	period (3)
	permission (1)
	permit (1)
	Persian (2)
	person (3)
	personally (1)
	personnel (5)
	perspective (4)
	persuading (1)
	Peters (7)
	petroleum (1)
	physically (2)
	physician (1)
	pick (1)
	picture (2)
	piece (1)
	pieces (1)
	pillar (1)
	pilot (3)
	pipeline (1)
	Pituffik's (1)
	place (8)
	places (1)
	placing (2)
	plain (2)
	plan (8)
	planes (3)
	planned (3)
	planners (1)
	planning (2)
	plans (3)
	plant (1)
	planting (1)
	plants (1)
	plate (2)
	platform (11)
	platforms (7)
	play (1)
	played (1)
	players (1)
	playing (3)
	plays (1)
	please (1)
	plenty (3)
	plus (1)
	point (14)
	points (1)
	Poland (2)
	policies (1)
	policy (3)
	Polish (2)
	political (3)
	poor (2)
	populace (1)
	population (2)
	port (3)
	portion (3)
	ports (4)
	POs (1)
	pose (2)
	posed (3)
	poses (1)
	position (3)
	positioning (1)
	positions (1)
	positive (1)
	possesses (1)
	possibilities (1)
	possibility (2)
	possible (6)
	POSTURE (7)
	potential (8)
	potentially (1)
	power (23)
	powerful (2)
	practical (1)
	praise (1)
	pray (4)
	precarious (1)
	precipitate (1)
	precise (1)
	precisely (4)
	precision (2)
	predilection (1)
	predominantly (1)
	preference (1)
	Preliminary (1)
	prepared (4)
	preparedness (1)
	preparing (1)
	presence (4)
	Present (1)
	presents (2)
	preserve (1)
	President (23)
	President's (4)
	presiding (2)
	press (4)
	pressure (3)
	presume (1)
	presuming (1)
	pretending (1)
	pretty (3)
	prevent (2)
	preventive (1)
	preview (1)
	previous (1)
	previously (1)
	price (3)
	prices (9)
	primary (4)
	prior (2)
	priority (3)
	private (1)
	privilege (1)
	privileged (2)
	probably (4)
	probing (1)
	problem (6)
	problematic (1)
	problems (1)
	process (9)
	processes (2)
	procurement (1)
	produce (1)
	produces (1)
	producible (1)
	production (6)
	professional (2)
	professionals (1)
	PROGRAM (23)
	programs (1)
	progress (5)
	project (6)
	projected (1)
	projectiles (2)
	projecting (2)
	projection (5)
	promises (2)
	pronounce (1)
	proper (3)
	property (1)
	proportional (1)
	proposals (1)
	proposed (1)
	prosecute (1)
	prosecuted (1)
	protect (3)
	protected (1)
	protecting (4)
	Protection (4)
	protections (1)
	proud (3)
	proven (2)
	provide (16)
	provided (4)
	providers (2)
	provides (5)
	providing (5)
	provision (3)
	provisions (1)
	public (5)
	publicly (2)
	purchase (1)
	purchasing (1)
	purely (1)
	purposeful (1)
	purposefully (1)
	purposely (1)
	purposes (1)
	pursuant (1)
	pursue (1)
	pursuit (1)
	pushed (2)
	put (11)
	Putin (10)
	Putin's (2)
	puts (4)
	putting (2)
	puzzling (1)

	Q
	question (10)
	questioning (2)
	questions (11)
	quick (5)
	quicker (1)
	quickly (5)
	quite (3)
	quote (1)
	quoted (1)

	R
	radar (1)
	rail (3)
	railways (1)
	raise (1)
	Randall (3)
	range (1)
	Ranking (5)
	rapid (2)
	rapidly (3)
	rates (1)
	rather (2)
	rationale (1)
	reach (3)
	reached (1)
	readiness (5)
	ready (5)
	real (5)
	realities (1)
	reality (2)
	realize (1)
	really (8)
	realm (5)
	reaped (1)
	rearm (1)
	rearmament (1)
	reason (3)
	reasons (2)
	reassuring (1)
	recall (1)
	recapitalization (1)
	recapitalized (1)
	recapitalizing (1)
	RECEIVE (3)
	received (1)
	recent (3)
	recently (4)
	reckless (2)
	recognize (4)
	recognized (5)
	recognizes (1)
	recommend (2)
	recommendations (1)
	reconsider (1)
	reconstitute (1)
	reconstituting (1)
	record (3)
	recovery (1)
	recurring (1)
	red (2)
	redirect (1)
	redress (1)
	reduce (3)
	reducing (1)
	reduction (2)
	Reed (99)
	Reeds (1)
	Reed's (1)
	referred (1)
	reflect (2)
	reflects (2)
	refresh (1)
	refuel (1)
	refueling (6)
	regard (3)
	regarding (2)
	region (13)
	regional (1)
	regular (1)
	regularly (1)
	reimagining (1)
	reinsurance (1)
	related (1)
	relating (1)
	relationship (3)
	relationships (2)
	release (1)
	released (1)
	reliability (1)
	reliance (1)
	relies (2)
	rely (6)
	remain (3)
	remains (7)
	reminded (1)
	reminder (1)
	removed (1)
	replace (3)
	replacement (1)
	replenish (2)
	report (2)
	reported (1)
	reporting (4)
	reports (8)
	reposition (1)
	repositioned (1)
	repositioning (1)
	represent (2)
	representatives (1)
	representing (1)
	Republic (1)
	Republican (1)
	REQUEST (5)
	requested (1)
	requesting (1)
	requests (3)
	require (2)
	required (7)
	requirement (1)
	requirements (3)
	requires (6)
	reserve (3)
	reserved (1)
	resident (1)
	resides (1)
	resilience (3)
	resilient (2)
	resistance (1)
	resisted (1)
	resolute (1)
	resolve (9)
	resolved (1)
	resources (1)
	respect (2)
	respectfully (1)
	respond (8)
	responded (5)
	responder (1)
	responding (2)
	response (5)
	responses (1)
	responsibilities (1)
	responsibility (7)
	responsible (1)
	responsive (1)
	rest (1)
	restart (1)
	restricted (1)
	result (3)
	resulted (2)
	resume (1)
	resupplied (1)
	resupply (3)
	retains (1)
	retaliation (2)
	return (1)
	returned (1)
	REVIEW (1)
	rewriting (1)
	rhetoric (1)
	RHODE (1)
	right (31)
	rightly (2)
	rights (1)
	rip (1)
	risk (14)
	risks (5)
	road (1)
	Robert (1)
	robust (5)
	robustly (2)
	Roger (2)
	role (7)
	roles (1)
	roll (1)
	rollout (1)
	Room (3)
	rooms (1)
	roost (1)
	Rosen (9)
	rough (1)
	round (1)
	route (1)
	routes (2)
	Rubicon (1)
	Rubio (3)
	rules (1)
	run (1)
	running (1)
	runs (1)
	Russia (45)
	Russian (25)
	Russians (16)
	Russia's (8)
	Russia-Ukraine (2)
	ruthless (1)
	Rutte (1)

	S
	sabotage (1)
	sacrifice (2)
	sacrifices (1)
	safe (3)
	safeguard (1)
	safeguards (1)
	safely (2)
	safety (3)
	said (12)
	sail (2)
	sailors (2)
	sales (2)
	same (9)
	sanctions (3)
	satellite (2)
	saved (1)
	saw (4)
	say (23)
	saying (8)
	says (1)
	scale (6)
	scheduling (2)
	scheme (1)
	school (9)
	Scott (6)
	scrutiny (1)
	SD-G50 (1)
	sea (2)
	sealift (9)
	seaports (3)
	season (1)
	second (8)
	seconds (2)
	secretary (20)
	secure (13)
	secures (1)
	securing (1)
	security (24)
	see (18)
	seeing (7)
	seeking (1)
	seems (2)
	seen (7)
	sees (1)
	seizure (1)
	self-defense (1)
	sell (1)
	Senate (2)
	SENATOR (253)
	Senators (3)
	send (3)
	sending (1)
	sends (1)
	senior (3)
	sense (2)
	sensitive (1)
	sent (1)
	Sentry (4)
	September (1)
	sequence (1)
	Sergeant (2)
	series (1)
	serious (4)
	seriously (2)
	serve (7)
	served (1)
	serves (1)
	service (22)
	Services (4)
	serving (1)
	session (6)
	sessions (1)
	set (10)
	setting (3)
	seven (4)
	several (8)
	severely (2)
	shadow (1)
	Shahed (2)
	share (4)
	shared (3)
	sharing (4)
	sharp (1)
	she (1)
	Sheehy (5)
	Shields (1)
	shift (5)
	shifting (1)
	shifts (1)
	ship (3)
	shipping (2)
	ships (23)
	shipyard (1)
	shoot (1)
	shore (1)
	shores (1)
	short (2)
	shortages (1)
	shorter (1)
	shortest (1)
	shortfalls (1)
	shortly (1)
	should (19)
	shouldn't (1)
	shout-out (1)
	show (2)
	shown (1)
	shows (1)
	side (5)
	sides (2)
	sight (3)
	signed (2)
	significant (12)
	significantly (2)
	silent (1)
	similar (1)
	Similarly (1)
	simply (1)
	simultaneous (1)
	simultaneously (2)
	since (8)
	single (4)
	singularly (1)
	Sir (13)
	situation (8)
	situations (1)
	six (3)
	size (3)
	skies (1)
	skill (2)
	skyrocket (1)
	slope (1)
	Slotkin (6)
	slow (1)
	slower (1)
	slowly (1)
	smattering (1)
	soldiers (5)
	solves (1)
	Some (37)
	somehow (1)
	someone (2)
	something (1)
	sometime (1)
	Sometimes (1)
	somewhat (1)
	somewhere (2)
	sons (1)
	soon (3)
	sorry (5)
	sought (1)
	sources (1)
	southern (1)
	sovereignty (2)
	space (8)
	spaces (1)
	spacing (1)
	spare (1)
	spares (1)
	speak (6)
	special (1)
	specialists (1)
	specializes (1)
	specific (1)
	specifically (2)
	specification (1)
	specifics (2)
	specified (1)
	speculate (1)
	speed (4)
	spend (2)
	spending (9)
	spent (3)
	spike (1)
	spite (1)
	spoken (1)
	Spotsylvania (1)
	spouses (1)
	SPP (2)
	spread (1)
	spring (1)
	squeaks (1)
	stability (1)
	stabilized (1)
	Staff (2)
	Staffs (1)
	stage (1)
	stages (1)
	stand (2)
	standards (3)
	standing (1)
	standup (1)
	start (7)
	started (2)
	starting (2)
	starts (1)
	State (16)
	stated (2)
	STATEMENT (11)
	STATES (28)
	station (2)
	stations (1)
	status (1)
	statutory (1)
	staying (1)
	steadfast (2)
	Stena (2)
	step (7)
	stepping (3)
	steps (1)
	Stewart (1)
	stick (1)
	stiff (1)
	still (11)
	stitch (1)
	stitches (1)
	stockpile (1)
	stop (1)
	stories (2)
	strain (2)
	Strait (10)
	Strait's (2)
	stranded (2)
	strategic (16)
	Strategy (4)
	strength (5)
	strengthen (4)
	Strengthening (3)
	strides (1)
	Strike (3)
	strikes (4)
	striking (1)
	strong (8)
	stronger (7)
	struck (1)
	structure (1)
	stuck (1)
	studying (1)
	submarines (1)
	submit (1)
	subordinate (1)
	subs (2)
	subscribed (1)
	substantial (1)
	success (9)
	successful (1)
	Such (5)
	suffer (1)
	suffered (1)
	suffering (1)
	suggestion (1)
	suited (1)
	summarize (1)
	summer (1)
	Summit (2)
	supercharge (1)
	supplemental (1)
	supplemented (1)
	supplied (1)
	supplies (4)
	supply (3)
	support (42)
	supported (1)
	supporter (1)
	supporting (7)
	supportive (1)
	supports (1)
	suppress (1)
	supreme (2)
	sure (19)
	surely (1)
	surge (2)
	surged (1)
	surprise (1)
	surrounding (1)
	survivability (3)
	survivable (4)
	survival (1)
	suspect (1)
	sustain (7)
	sustained (1)
	sustaining (1)
	sustainment (8)
	SVC (1)
	swaths (1)
	synergy (1)
	system (18)
	systems (13)

	T
	table (2)
	tactical (6)
	tags (2)
	tail (1)
	take (23)
	taken (2)
	takes (2)
	taking (5)
	talk (12)
	talked (4)
	talking (4)
	talks (1)
	Tanker (15)
	tankers (3)
	tanks (1)
	target (11)
	targeted (3)
	targeting (12)
	targets (7)
	tariff (1)
	tariffs (1)
	task (3)
	tasked (1)
	tasking (1)
	tasks (2)
	taught (1)
	taxpayer (1)
	teaching (1)
	team (6)
	teams (5)
	technical (2)
	technologies (1)
	technology (11)
	tell (15)
	telling (2)
	tempo (1)
	tend (1)
	tens (1)
	tension (1)
	terms (9)
	terrain (1)
	terrific (1)
	territory (3)
	terror (1)
	terrorists (1)
	testament (2)
	testified (1)
	testify (1)
	testimonies (1)
	TESTIMONY (3)
	testing (1)
	THAD (1)
	than (15)
	thank (107)
	thankful (1)
	Thankfully (1)
	thanking (2)
	thanks (14)
	that's (39)
	theater (7)
	theaters (7)
	theatres (1)
	their (50)
	theirs (1)
	them (53)
	themselves (2)
	then (32)
	There (44)
	thereby (1)
	Therefore (1)
	there'll (1)
	There's (28)
	thermal (1)
	thermo (1)
	these (40)
	they (94)
	they'll (3)
	they're (31)
	they've (6)
	thicken (1)
	thing (8)
	things (22)
	think (49)
	thinking (1)
	thinks (1)
	third (2)
	those (45)
	Though (8)
	thought (1)
	thoughts (6)
	thousands (8)
	threat (12)
	threaten (4)
	threatening (1)
	threats (8)
	three (3)
	threw (1)
	thrive (1)
	through (17)
	Throughout (6)
	thumbnail (1)
	Thursday (1)
	tied (1)
	ties (1)
	time (35)
	timeline (1)
	times (4)
	timing (1)
	tiny (1)
	tip (1)
	TJ (1)
	today (32)
	together (14)
	told (5)
	toll (1)
	ton (1)
	tonnage (1)
	tons (1)
	too (3)
	took (1)
	tools (2)
	top (1)
	topic (1)
	toppling (1)
	total (1)
	totally (2)
	toward (6)
	towards (2)
	track (5)
	tracking (1)
	trade (2)
	trading (1)
	traditionally (1)
	traffic (1)
	tragedies (1)
	tragedy (2)
	tragically (2)
	train (3)
	trained (1)
	training (3)
	TRANSCOM (30)
	TRANSCOM's (1)
	transform (1)
	transforming (1)
	transit (1)
	transiting (1)
	transition (3)
	transits (1)
	translating (1)
	transload (1)
	transport (3)
	TRANSPORTATION (15)
	transporting (2)
	trapped (3)
	Treaty (2)
	tremendous (3)
	trend (1)
	trends (1)
	trials (1)
	tribulations (1)
	tried (1)
	trigger (1)
	trillion (2)
	troop (2)
	troops (20)
	trucking (1)
	true (4)
	Trump (10)
	Trump's (5)
	trust (1)
	try (4)
	trying (4)
	tune (1)
	Turkey (1)
	turmoil (1)
	turn (3)
	turned (2)
	turning (1)
	twisted (1)
	two (11)
	type (3)
	types (2)
	typically (1)

	U
	U.S (56)
	U.S.-flagged (3)
	UASs (1)
	UAV (1)
	UAVs (1)
	Ukraine (35)
	Ukraine's (6)
	Ukrainian (5)
	Ukrainians (8)
	ultimate (1)
	ultimately (4)
	unable (2)
	unavailable (1)
	unbelievably (1)
	unbreakable (1)
	uncertainty (2)
	unclear (1)
	under (6)
	underinvested (1)
	underpinned (1)
	understand (21)
	understanding (6)
	understood (1)
	underway (1)
	underwrite (1)
	unexpected (1)
	unexpectedly (1)
	unfortunate (1)
	Unfortunately (2)
	uniform (2)
	unilateral (1)
	unintentionally (1)
	unique (2)
	unit (1)
	UNITED (29)
	unleash (1)
	unless (1)
	unmatched (1)
	unmistakable (1)
	unnecessary (5)
	unpopular (1)
	unprecedented (1)
	until (2)
	unwavering (2)
	unwilling (1)
	up (27)
	upcoming (1)
	update (5)
	updates (1)
	upgrades (1)
	upkeep (1)
	upon (4)
	upper (1)
	upwards (2)
	urge (1)
	urged (1)
	us (53)
	USAF (2)
	USCYBERCOM (1)
	use (11)
	used (3)
	user (1)
	uses (1)
	ushered (1)
	USTRANSCOM (8)
	usually (2)
	utilize (1)

	V
	vacuum (1)
	validating (1)
	valor (2)
	valuable (1)
	value (3)
	values (1)
	vast (1)
	vehicles (2)
	very (49)
	vessel (1)
	vessels (5)
	vice (1)
	victim (1)
	Vietnam (3)
	view (1)
	views (3)
	vigilance (2)
	violence (1)
	Virginians (3)
	Virginias (1)
	vis-a-vis (1)
	visit (3)
	visited (1)
	vital (3)
	Vladimir (5)
	vocal (1)
	voice (1)
	voices (1)
	volume (1)
	vote (2)
	vulnerabilities (2)
	vulnerability (4)
	vulnerable (1)

	W
	wage (1)
	want (22)
	wanted (1)
	war (79)
	warfare (6)
	warfight (1)
	warfighter (2)
	warfighters (4)
	warfighting (2)
	warmest (1)
	warming (1)
	warned (1)
	warning (1)
	warrant (2)
	Warren (17)
	wars (3)
	war's (1)
	warships (1)
	wartime (1)
	Washington (1)
	watch (2)
	watching (5)
	water (1)
	wave (1)
	way (18)
	ways (8)
	weakening (1)
	weakest (1)
	weakness (1)
	weapon (5)
	weaponry (1)
	weapons (17)
	Wedgetail (1)
	week (4)
	weekend (1)
	weeks (5)
	welcome (5)
	Well (33)
	we'll (9)
	went (2)
	We're (44)
	Western (2)
	WESTPAC (2)
	We've (18)
	What (81)
	whatever (1)
	what's (9)
	whatsoever (1)
	When (39)
	where (32)
	Whereupon (1)
	wherever (1)
	whether (6)
	which (25)
	while (11)
	White (2)
	who (33)
	whole (1)
	whole-of-government (1)
	who's (1)
	who've (1)
	why (12)
	wich (1)
	Wicker (47)
	widely (1)
	widen (1)
	wider (1)
	will (55)
	willing (4)
	willingness (1)
	win (1)
	window (1)
	winner (3)
	winning (1)
	winter (2)
	wise (1)
	wisely (1)
	with (146)
	withdrawing (1)
	within (12)
	without (5)
	witnesses (3)
	women (8)
	wonderful (1)
	won't (3)
	word (3)
	work (16)
	worker (1)
	workforce (1)
	working (16)
	works (4)
	world (16)
	world's (5)
	worldwide (3)
	worried (1)
	worries (1)
	worry (1)
	worst (1)
	worth (1)
	would (65)
	Wouldn't (2)
	would've (1)
	wounded (4)
	Writ (1)
	wrong (3)

	Y
	Yeah (21)
	YEAR (12)
	YEARS (20)
	Yes (21)
	yesterday (2)
	yet (3)
	yield (5)
	York (1)
	you'd (1)
	you'll (1)
	young (1)
	your (67)
	you're (26)
	yours (1)
	yourself (1)
	you've (7)

	Z
	Zelenskyy (1)
	zone (2)





