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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF
VI CE ADM RAL CHARLES B. COOPER |1, USN, TO BE ADM RAL AND
COWANDER, UNI TED STATES CENTRAL COWNAND; AND LI EUTENANT
GENERAL ALEXUS G GRYNKEW CH, USAF, TO BE GENERAL AND
COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES EUROPEAN COMVAND AND SUPREME
ALLI ED COMVANDER, EUROPE

Tuesday, June 24, 2025

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee nmet, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m,

I n Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker, Fischer,
Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan, Cramer, Scott, Tuberville,
Budd, Schmitt, Sheehy, Reed, G IIlibrand, Bl unenthal,

Hi rono, Kaine, King, Warren, Peters, Duckworth, Rosen, and

Kel | y.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U. S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chairman Wcker: OCkay. W collectively have 9:30 on
our watches, so this hearing will conme to order.

The Conmittee neets today to consider the nom nations
of Vice Admral Brad Cooper, to be Commander, United States
Central Command, and Lieutenant General Al exus G
G ynkewi ch, to be Commander, United States European Comrand
and Suprene Allied Commander, Europe. | welcone our
nom nees and their famlies, and | thank themfor their
continued wllingness to serve our nation.

| want to begin ny remarks by recognizing the
remar kabl e skill, courage, and professionalismdisplayed by
the men and wonen of our mlitary and intelligence
communi ties who participated in Operation M dnight Hanmer
over the weekend.

President Trunmp was right to authorize the mssion to
strike Iran's nuclear facilities and address this
| ongstanding threat to the United States. Qur Commander in
Chi ef gave Ayatol | ah Khanenei every chance to negotiate
peacefully. The Iranian | eader, however, rejected our
President's entreaties. He instead chose to continue his
pursuit of a nuclear weapon and support of terrorismrather
t han a peaceful resolution that woul d have benefited the

| rani an people. To be clear, the situation the Iranian
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regine finds itself in today is entirely of its own naking.

| know nmenbers of this Commttee will have questions
about QOperation M dnight Hamrer and the Admi nistration's
Iran policy. | do remnd ny colleagues there will be a
classified briefing for all Senators |ater today with
senior Adm nistration officials to address nmany of these
guesti ons.

| f confirmed, Admiral Cooper w |l assune command of
CENTCOM in the mdst of a seismc shift across the Mddle
East. These changes were precipitated by Hamas' barbaric
attack agai nst |Israel on COctober 7, 2023. Since then,
Iran's conventional mlitary capabilities have been
severely degraded, Hezbollah's | eadership has been
deci mat ed, and Hamas has been crushed. Iran's longtine
political ally in the region, Syria's Bashar Assad, is out
of power and in exile.

Iran and its terrorist allies are weaker than they
have been in decades, but the job is not done. W nust do
all we can to support the defense of Israel and ensure that
Anmerican forces in the region have what they need. | hope
to hear Admiral Cooper's unclassified assessnent of recent
devel opnents and his description of the force posture and
force protection requirenents CENTCOM needs in order to
contend with Iran, its proxies, and other threats emanating

fromthe region.
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Lastly, we nmust not | ose sight of the continuing
threat posed by radical Islam st terrorist groups like ISIS
and al Qaeda. Although weakened, 1SIS and al Qaeda renain
intent on killing Anericans. | aminterested in Admral
Cooper's testinony about the current capabilities of
terrorist groups in the region and what CENTCOM s
counterterrorismstrategy should be in order to counter
this threat.

Now as to General G ynkewich, if confirned, he wll
take command of EUCOM and NATO at a tine of war and great
uncertainty. Madimr Putin continues to rem nd the West
that Russia remains a determ ned eneny, one which is
willing to use force to vindicate |ong-held grievances and
to violate international law. The Russian dictator's
I nvasi on of Ukraine has rained death and destruction upon a
denocratic people and serves as a warning to the world that
the mlitary threat fromRussia is as relevant today as it
ever has been.

| ndeed, earlier this nonth, NATO Secretary Ceneral
Mark Rutte warned that, quote, "Russia could be ready to
use mlitary force against NATOw thin five years,"
unquote. He added that Putin's war econony "produces nore
munitions in three nonths than the whol e of NATO produces
in a year."

O course, Russia is not just a danger to our NATO
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allies. Russia also directly threatens the honeland. |Its
nucl ear arsenal is sized and postured to destroy the United
States. The nenbers of this Commttee are keen to hear
General Grynkewi ch's views of the threat Russia poses, as
well as his plans to counter it.

The United States faces a dauting challenge. W nust
deter, and if necessary, defeat two nucl ear peer
adversaries. That task highlights the inportant role
allies play in our security. President Trunp deserves
consi derable credit for dramatically increasing allied
burden sharing, which has hel ped to renew NATO s pur pose.
NATO i s now actively debating a commtnent for nenbers to
spend 5 percent of their CGDP on defense.

Am d this encouragi ng devel opnent, there are sone in
t he Pentagon that believe the U S. nust draw down our
mlitary presence in Europe. This thinking bew | ders nost
of us on this Commttee, given Russia's aggression and the
renewed willingness of allies to share our collective
def ense burden.

Qur presence in Europe hel ps deter Russia. It also
has additional benefits, including enabling and assisting
our mlitary operations in the CENTCOM and AFRI COM ar eas of
operation. That support is vital, especially now, as
tensi ons once again rise in the Mddle East.

Wth that | |look forward to our hearing today, and |
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turn to ny coll eague and friend, Ranking Menber
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U. S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Thank you, M. Chairman, and wel cone,
Adm ral Cooper, General G ynkew ch, and our congratul ations
on your nom nations. Thank you for stepping forward to
conti nue your long careers of service And | particularly
extend ny appreciation to your famlies, who are with you
every step of the way, and are one of the reasons, | think,
you are here today before us.

Gentl enen, as you are well aware, this is a very
dangerous nonment. On Saturday, the President ordered
airstrikes on several nuclear facilities deep within Iran.
More than a hundred Anerican aircraft and thousands of
servi cenenbers executed a remarkabl e, gl obal operation that
significantly damaged Iran's nucl ear infrastructure,
al though we still await the final battle damage
assessnents. And | salute the mlitary personnel who
carried out this mssion with incredible skill and bravery.

It is inperative that we prevent Iran fromacquiring a
nucl ear weapon. However, | am concerned about the
consequences of this attack. |Iran has already retaliated
by | aunching ballistic mssiles at our bases in Qatar and
Irag, threatening tens of thousands of Anerican troops.
Fortunately, these strikes were intercepted, but we nust

recogni ze the grave risk of igniting a broader regional
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war. Qur forces in the region nust continue to brace for
addi tional attacks, and indeed, we have seen additi onal
attacks between Israel and Iran. | urge the Trunp

adm ni stration to pursue diplomacy and international
engagenent to prevent further viol ence.

Adm ral Cooper, | trust that you understand the
chal |l enging situation wthin which you have been nom nat ed
to lead CENTCOM In this regard, your distinguished record
of service is encouraging. Your career as a Surface
Warfare O ficer with extensive command experience in the
M ddl e East, including your current position as Deputy
CENTCOM Commander and previous command of U S. Fifth Fleet,
shoul d serve you wel|.

| f confirmed as CENTCOM Commander, you will need to
not only address the Iran crisis but also continue to
navigate the difficult environnment surrounding Israel's war
agai nst Hamas in Gaza, the ever-present Houthi threat in
Yenen, and the potential resurgence of I1SISin Syria and
Irag, all while the Adm nistration has announced
significant force reductions in these areas. | would |ike
to know how you woul d address each of these threats,
anmendnment how U.S. mlitary operations can align with
| rani an nucl ear negotiations, and any plans you have to
hel p build the capacity of our regional partners, such as

t he Lebanese Armed Forces.
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Even as we navigate these conflicts in the Mddle
East, the security environnment in Europe renains fraught.

At this nonent, NATO | eaders are gathering in Brussels to
address a nunber of urgent issues, including the war in
Ukrai ne and Russia's increasingly aggressive posture toward
the West. | am hopeful President Trunp will take this
opportunity to clearly express Anerica' s solidarity with
our NATO al li es.

General Gynkew ch, you have been nom nated to conmand
Eur opean Conmand, or EUCOM For the past 3 years, EUCOM
has served as the backbone of the international effort to
support Ukrai ne, enabling the Ukrainians to succeed on the
battl efield while sending an unm st akabl e nessage to
Anmerica's adversaries around the gl obe. However, in recent
nont hs, the position of the United States seens to have
reversed, with the Trunp adm nistration chall engi ng our
allies while attenpting to negotiate directly with Vladimr
Putin. | would point out that Putin has suffered i mense
costs in Wkraine, and has turned to Iran and North Korea to
hel p sustain his war.

In contrast, the Ukrainian mlitary continues to fight
bravely and denonstrate stunning battlefield innovations,
such as its recent drone attacks deep within Russian
territory. | would argue that there is never a tine to

appease Putin, but it is certainly not now.
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| am al so concerned by the Adm nistration's plan to
sl ash funding and reduce U.S. force presence in EUCOM and
their failure to request new funding for assistance to

Ukrai ne. These deci sions send an encouragi ng nmessage to

Russia. Indeed, | think it is inperative that we provide a

significant suppl enental energency appropriation to Ukraine
to continue to the fight and send a very strong signal to
Putin that we are not giving up.

General Grynkew ch, | woul d appreciate your assessnent
of the war in Ukraine, and your views on future U S
mlitary activities and i nvestnents needed in the EUCOMV
area of responsibility to uphold our steadfast conmm tnent
to collective defense and Anerica's security.

Gentlenen, if confirnmed, you will |lead America's
forwar d- depl oyed forces at a nonentous tine. | am grateful
for your willingness to step forward to neet this
chal |l enge. Thank you, and | | ook forward to your
t esti nony.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Reed.
Now we wi || take opening statenents, no |longer than 5
mnutes if you don't mnd, gentlenen. W will begin with

you, Adm ral Cooper. Your opening statenent, sir.

10
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STATEMENT OF VI CE ADM RAL CHARLES B. COOPER 11, USN,
TO BE ADM RAL AND COMVANDER, UNI TED STATES CENTRAL COMMVAND

Adm ral Cooper: Well, good norning, Chairmn W cker,
Ranki ng Menber Reed, and distingui shed nmenbers of this
Commttee. As the proud son of a career Arny officer and
Vi et nam veteran, and the grandson of a World War |
veteran in the Pacific, | am honored -- and I am hunbl ed --
by the opportunity to appear before you today.

| would like to first thank the President of the
United States, the Secretary of Defense, and the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for their faith, trust, and
confidence in nomnating ne to serve as the next Conmander
of U S. Central Command.

| am also honored to join today with Lieutenant
General Al exus G ynkewich. W all know himby his callsign
of "Grynch." Having served al ongside himfor the |last 4
years, in very challenging tinmes, he is the very best our
nation has to offer. It is a wonderful privilege of being
wi th himtoday.

| am joined today by ny wife, Susan, ny high school
sweet heart from Mont gonery, Al abama, and the anchor of our
famly. She was there when ny parents signed a waiver so
that | could attend the Naval Acadeny at the age of 17. As
| prepare to mark four decades wearing the cloth of the

nati on next week, | know that none of it would have been
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possi bl e wi t hout Susan's boundl ess | ove, not only for our
famly, but to thousands of mlitary spouses around the
worl d. She truly has been ny greatest source of strength
t hroughout this amazi ng journey.

Also with us today are our daughter Katie, a
cardi ovascul ar 1 CU nurse, in Jacksonville, Florida, and
Andrew, a fellow nurse and Marine veteran of Iraqg and
Af ghani stan. Qur son Bradford, a professional welder, is
working on a U S. Navy guided missile destroyer in Mayport,
Florida, playing his role in keeping our Navy "fit to
fight." He and his wife, Shel by, are unable to be here as
they prepare for the immnent arrival of grandchild nunber
three, a future nenber of the U S. Naval Acadeny C ass of
2047 -- sorry, Senator Reed. CQur grandchildren, Avery and
Charlie, also could not be here today, but they remain two
of our life's absolute greatest joys.

| am also grateful for the support of ny brothers and
sisters-in-law who are here today. As a career Navy
Surface Warfare Oficer, | have spent nmy adult |ife on Navy
shi ps, deploying all around the world, including a tour on
the ground in Afghanistan, and with famly noves to
Ger many, Korea, Japan, and nost recently Bahrain.
Supporting the Coopers has truly been a team sport, and |
am deeply thankful for their |ove these many years.

My greatest inspiration for continued service has cone
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fromthose | have had the privilege to | ead and serve

al ongside in the Joint Force. U S forces in the Mddle
East are | aser-focused today on warfighting, lethality, and
readi ness, and they are perform ng superbly. | honor them
and their famlies for the sacrifices they continue to make
for the nation. | would like to specifically acknow edge

t he exqui site execution by the Joint Force of an incredibly
conplex mssion in Iran this past weekend in successful
defense of Al -Udeid Air Base just yesterday. | just could
not be prouder, and | know that this Commttee shares in

t hat sane pride.

Over the past 4 years, | have had the privil ege of
living in and leading in the Central Command area of
responsibility. That time has given ne a front-row seat to
both the volatility and the prom se of the Mddle East. It
has also reinforced a cl ear-eyed understanding: the
M ddle East is incredibly dynam c today. There are
chal | enges, for sure, but also real strategic
opportunities. |If confirmed, I will work with this
Committee to shape outcones that advance our nati onal
I nt erests.

| would |ike to acknow edge and thank the current
Commander of U.S. Central Conmand, General Erik Kurilla,
his wife, and famly for their lifetinme of service to our

country. Qur nation and our troops in the Mddle East have
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been bl essed to have CGeneral Kurilla at the helmof Central
Command for the last 39 nonths.

Finally, I would like to thank this Conmttee for your
st eadf ast support and commtnent to the oversight that
makes our force stronger. |If confirned, | pledge to
mai ntain a transparent and fully responsive relationship

wth this Commttee.

| ook forward to your questions today. Thank you very

nuch.

[ The prepared statenent of Adm ral Cooper follows:]

14
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Admral Cooper, and thank

you for your kind words about General Kurilla. | think
they are shared by nost of us here behind the dais.

Before | recogni ze you, Lieutenant General G ynkew ch,
woul d you get together with Admral Cooper and see if you
can get that grandson of his in the Air Force Acadeny at
the appropriate tine?

General Grynkewich: Sir, | would be happy to. W al
make m st akes.

Chai rman Wcker: You are now recogni zed.

Senator Reed: Cearly they are not qualified for West

15

Poi nt .
[ Laught er. ]
Voi ce: That is okay.
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STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL ALEXUS G GRYNKEW CH,
USAF, TO BE GENERAL AND COWMANDER, UNI TED STATES EUROPEAN
COMVAND AND SUPREME ALLI ED COMMANDER, EUROPE

General G ynkewi ch: Chai rman W cker, Ranki ng Menber
Reed, and di stingui shed nenbers of the Commttee, thank you
for the opportunity to testify before you today. | also
woul d |i ke to thank President Trunp, Secretary Hegseth, and
General Caine for their trust and confidence in ne, and for
t he opportunity, if confirmed, to continue serving and
| eadi ng those who raised their right hand and swore an oath
of service to our nation.

Today | am honored to testify al ongside Vice Admral
Brad Cooper, the nom nee for Command United States Central
Command. Brad and | fought al ongsi de each other in our
previous jobs as the Maritinme and Air Conponent Commanders
I n USCENTCOM And having seen Brad in action, | know of no
ot her | eader nore focused on | eadership, warfighting, and
excel | ence.

Up front, | would like to thank ny famly for their
support and sacrifice throughout ny career. A fornmer Air
Force Chief of Staff used to remnd us that our famlies
are the best possible deal the mlitary could ever get.

Qur spouses toil to take care of the troops and famlies we
| ead, and our children learn to make friends and grow roots

qui ckly as we nove from assi gnnent to assi gnnent.
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My wi fe, Shannon, is here with ne today. W have been
married for 27 years, and over that tinme she has been a
tirel ess supporter not just of me, but of all mlitary
famlies. Qur son Justin, a rising college junior
currently overseas for a sumer program endured -- or he
woul d say experienced -- 10 noves by the tine he was 17.

He attended three high schools. | asked himif he wanted
to stay in place wwth his nomfor his senior year of school
when | received an assignnment as he conpleted the 11th
grade. Wth a year-long deploynent for ne during his
freshman year still fresh on his mnd, he said, "No way.

| don't want to be the reason the famly is apart.”

We are super proud of Justin, and can't wait to see
himthis sunmmer.

Representing the nmuch broader swath of famly and
friends who have supported us over the years, we are also
j oi ned today by Shannon's sister, Sarah, whose kids,
despite ny previous nom nation and confirmation by this
body, still insist on referring to me as "Uncle 2-Star."

| was inspired to serve by two nen, ny grandfather who
served in World War |1 and Korea, and ny Uncle Nick, who
flew F-4s in the Alr Force during Vietnam and who is
wat chi ng today. M nother, who is al so watching these
proceedi ngs fromdown in Georgia, recognized the influence

these nen had on ne and ny desire to serve. As a single
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nmom she worked two to three jobs in order to have enough
noney to send ne to Georgia MIlitary College Prep School.
There | was nentored by Lieutenant Colonel Curt Landers, a
retired Arnmy helicopter pilot, who told ne that flying was
great, but that if | wanted to do it | ought to consider
the Air Force. And the rest is history.

Since | first marched up the ranp at the U S. Air
Force Acadeny on Day 1 of Basic Cadet Training in June of
1989, countl ess ot hers have shaped and nol ded ne as an
airman, a fighter pilot, and as a | eader. No one gets to
this point ina mlitary career without a | egi on of

friends, nentors, and supporters, and for all of those who

have hel ped make ne who | amtoday, | amfilled wth
gratitude.
In nmy current role on the Joint Staff, | have had the

privilege of seeing the broad swath of gl obal chall enges
facing Anerica today. OQur adversaries are converging, and
the risks of conflict with one or nore of them grows each
and every day. Accordingly, it is nore essential than ever
for us to focus on warfighting readiness and lethality at
al | echel ons.

If confirmed, | look forward to working with this
Commttee and the Congress on these and other issues of
critical inportance to U. S. forces in Europe, and to the

Al |l i ance.

18
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And while the Indo-Pacific has risen in inportance
over the previous two decades, European and Anerican
security remain as intertwi ned as our history, our
cul tures, and our economes. As such, a strong NATO
capabl e of defending Europe renmains essential to Anerican
Interests. If confirned, it wll be the honor of ny
lifetinme to lead not only U S. forces in the European
regi on, but the nmen and wonmen from across the Alliance
within Al lied Conmand Operati ons.

Finally, | would like to offer a brief word of thanks
to the current Commander of USEUCOM and SACEUR, Gener al
Chris Cavoli, and his wwfe, Christina. They have |ed our
forces and those of the Alliance during a highly
consequential tinme, and | know the nation joins Shannon and
Il in wishing themall the best as they head into their next
chapter after an incredible 38 years of service to the
Arny, the Joint Force, and the Alliance.

Thank you again for the opportunity to be here today,
and | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General G ynkew ch

foll ows: |

19
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, General, and thank you
bot h, gentl enen.

In order to exercise its |legislative and oversi ght
responsibilities, it is inportant that this Coonmttee and
ot her appropriate commttees of the Congress be able to
recei ve testinony, briefings, and ot her comruni cati ons and
information. So | ask standard questions that we ask of
every nom nee. And you can just sinply say yes or no.
al oud together, sinultaneously.

Have you adhered to applicable | aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

General G ynkew ch: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree, when asked, to give
your personal views, even if those views differ fromthe
Adm ni stration in power?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

General G ynkew ch: Yes.

Chai rman W cker: Have you assuned any duties or
undertaken any actions which woul d appear to presune the
outcone of the confirmati on process?

Adm ral Cooper: No.

General G ynkew ch: No.

Chai rman Wcker: WII you ensure your staff conplies

w th deadlines established for requested conmuni cati ons,
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I ncl udi ng questions for the record in hearings?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

General G ynkew ch: Yes.

Chairman Wcker: WII you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
request s?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

General G ynkew ch: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: WII those w tnesses be protected
fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

General G ynkew ch: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree, if confirmed, to
appear and testify, upon request, before this commttee?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

General Grynkew ch: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provi de docunents,
I ncl udi ng copies of electronic forns of comunication, in a
timely manner when requested by a duly constituted
commttee, or to consult with the commttee regarding the
basis for any good-faith delay or denial in providing such
docunent s?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

General Gynkew ch: Yes.

Chai rman W cker: That concl udes the standard
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questions. And now we wi |l begin a round of questions.
Each Senator will be allotted 5 m nutes.

Let nme ask a question that | have asked to all the
nom nees this year and also to the Secretary of Defense

just recently at his |latest hearing before this Commttee,

and that regards reconciliation, the $150 billion that we
anticipate wll be put in the reconciliation bill for
def ense.

Much of the funding in the defense reconciliation bil
I's unspecific and will technically be at the discretion of
t he Departnent of Defense, though we will wite specific
recommendations for them A quick yes or no fromeach of
you. Admral Cooper, you first. Do you conmt to follow
t he Congress' spending recomrendations in defense
reconciliation, unequivocally?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: And Lieutenant General G ynkew ch?

General Grynkewich: | do, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Now let's nove
on then to CENTCOM Adm ral Cooper, you have spent a
nunber of years serving senior mlitary positions in the
Mddle East, and it is fair to say you understand the
| ranian threat better than nbost. How would you
characterize Iran's ability to threaten the United States,

| srael, and our partners in the region today, after what
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has happened during the | ast weekend? How does the threat
conpare to just a few years ago, before Hanas attacked
| srael in October of 2023? So you will be tal king about
the Iranian threat as well as their terrorist proxies.
Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you very nuch for the
question. | think we would all agree that lIran is the
nunber one source of instability in the region. They are
t he nunber one source of and sponsor of terror throughout
t he worl d.
At the strategic level, | think they have been
weakened since the events of 7 October. At the tactical
| evel, | think they have been degraded, and | think the
degree to which that degradation has taken place,
particularly in the last 12 days, is best discussed in a
classified forum | think we would be able to nore ably
articulate the specifics of what that |ooks |like as a

result of the last 12 days in conflict with Israel.

Chairman Wcker: OCkay. And | do understand that, and

| nmentioned that in ny opening statenent. But woul d you

agree with ne that the remarkabl e effectiveness of Israel's

mlitary canpai gn against lIran and against its terrorist
proxies has directly affected, in a positive way, Anmerican
nati onal security?

Adm ral Cooper: | would, sir.

Chai rman W cker: How so?

23
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Adm ral Cooper: Sir, | think if you zooned out and
take a | ook at where the threats have been and you | ook at
decades of Iranian sponsorship of terrorism and you see
the blood that is on the hands of the Iranians, from
Hezbol | ah to Irani an-backed mlitia, wth hundreds of
attacks agai nst Anmerican servicenenbers, they had, and they
continue to be threats to the United States.

Chai rman Wcker: And these terrorist groups could not
possi bly have engaged in their reign of terror without the
assi stance and backing of the Iranian regine, could they?

Adm ral Cooper: They could not.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very mnuch.

Now | et me say, Lieutenant General G ynkew ch, that as
| ask ny question let nme agree with our distinguished
Ranki ng Menber that there is no tine to try to appease
Putin, but if ever there were it surely would not be now,
and that this is no tinme, in ny judgnent, for us to let up
I n support of those who would resist his illegal invasion
of nei ghbors.

General Grynkewi ch, General Cavoli has testified that
ground conbat forces are central in deterring Russian
aggression in Europe. Can you describe the val ue of
mai ntaining a strong force posture in Europe, and

specifically, EUCOM has five brigade conbat teans addressed

toit, three of which are rotational. Wat inpact wuld a
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return of these rotational brigades to the continental
United States have on our defense and deterrence goals in
Eur ope, sir?

General Grynkewi ch: Chairman, | do agree that |and
conbat power is very critical in the European theater. It
Is a large |l and nmass, and the plains of Europe have | ong
requi red that ground conbat power to be present.

| also think, in the broader context of European force
posture, if we look at the situation today, nmany of our
forces that were forward postured in Europe were in a
perfect position to swing into action to support GCeneral
Kurilla during the crisis inthe Mddle East. So it is a
good pivot point fromwhich you can nove forces to any
region of the world for conbat options.

Wth respect to any potential reduction in force
posture, | do not want to get ahead of any posture reviews
that the Departnent is undertaking right now. But | do
commt to providing a detailed assessnent and ny mlitary
advice up to the Secretary of Defense as they go through
t hat posture review, and understandi ng the inportance that
ground conbat power has.

Chai rman Wcker: Fair enough. W are going to stick
to the 5 mnutes, so | will yield back and recogni ze ny
friend, Senator Reed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman.
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First, let nme begin by saluting General Kurilla and General
Cavol i, outstanding soldiers who [eft distinguished |egacy.

Adm ral Cooper, we have sonething sort of in comon.
My father served in the United States Navy in Wrld War |
and inspired ne to go to West Point, and your father served
in the United States Arny in World War Il and inspired you
to go to the Navy. So we have sonething in conmon.

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir.

Senator Reed: One of the critical issues at the
nmonment is the possibility of Iranian and Russi an
col | aborati on, which touches both CENTCOM and EUCOM The
Foreign Mnister was just in Mdscow, | believe, yesterday.
The Irani ans have provided significant support to their
fight against Ukraine. And | amsure, at this point, they
are demandi ng reci procal support.

Both General G ynkewi ch and Adm ral Cooper, fromthe
mlitary's perspective, what happens if the Iranians and
t he Russians begin to coll aborate nore closely in supplying
the Iranians with equi pment or with technicians or with a
whol e range of things? Admral Cooper, please?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you for that. First,
| think I would note the Iranian and Russi an col | aborati on.

| would also add into that mx the collaboration with North

Korea and China. | think at the strategic |evel that
energing axis is troubling and one that we will have to
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keep our eye on, and if confirnmed, | will absolutely do
that. W have certainly seen the tactical inplications of
support fromlran to Russia. W have seen tacti cal

i mpl i cations of Chinese conpani es providing sensors and
weapons and conponents to Iran, who ship themto the
Hout hi s, who shoot themat Anericans. | think we need to
call those types of things out nore. But clearly that
energing force, that axis, is one that we need to pay
attention to.

Senat or Reed: Thank you. GCeneral G ynkew ch?

General Grynkewich: Sir, | agree with nmy good friend,
Adm ral Cooper, on this. From a European perspective, the
| rani ans' supplying of drones to the Russians and their
extensive use in Ukraine has contributed to countless
nunbers of casualties. So that is one thing that | do
agree, we need to keep a cl ose eye on.

But no doubt in ny mnd we have seen the use North
Korean troops in the Russian fight in Ukraine. And, of
course, China is providing econom c support to the entire
group of these, this adversary alignnent that we start to
see.

So in a future context, as we start to think about
potential conflicts against great powers, we do need to
worry about the potential for sinultaneity of those

conflicts and think about how we posture oursel ves and our
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allies to help deal with that. And that is one reason, |
t hink, the increased spending that we are seeing from our
NATO partners is going to be absolutely essential to
success of the Alliance, noving forward.

Senator Reed: | think your experience, Admral
Cooper, in the Mddle East, is that it is not a |linear
process there. Things happen which are quite unexpect ed.
One aspect of this, and it was pointed out by Vali Nasr,
who is one of the nore perceptive comentators about the
area, is that Iran mght draw the | esson that their only
deterrence is to have a nucl ear weapon, and it coul d
accelerate its process of trying to obtain a weapon.

What is your assessnent of the possibility of that?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think as we sit here now,
and it is a very dynamc tinme, | would be reluctant to make
a strategic assessnent or a tactical assessnment. | think

that is best done by the intelligence community in the
com ng days.

But for sure, the thing | think that we need to do
right now, and we are doing, with clarity, is making sure
our nmen and wonen are safe in the Mddle East, and that is
where our focus is today, sir.

Senator Reed: Thank you. Final question for Admral
Cooper. The proxy network of the Iranians has been

significantly degraded by Israeli attacks, primarily, but
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al so other factors, the changing | eadership in Syria. How

are we going to continue that denigration of the proxies?

That is one aspect of it. Second, do you sense -- and this
m ght be reserved for the closed session -- that those
proxies wll eventually cone back to the Iranians and start

bei ng active?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first | would agree the
proxies are significantly degraded, particularly Hamas and
Hezbol lah. |If confirmed, it would be a priority of mne to
deter conflict through both the deterrence of Iran and
those proxies. | think we are going to have to continue to
wat ch them very closely. Wile those two proxies have been
degraded, we still have the Iranian-aligned mlitia groups
that are out there, as well as the Houthis currently in a
cease-fire with us.

Senat or Reed: Thank you, gentlenen. Thank you very
much.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Reed. Senator
Fi scher.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you both, Adm ral Cooper and General G ynkew ch, for your
service and for the service of your famlies to this
country for many, many years.

General, you are nom nated not only to serve as

Commander of the U. S. European Conmand but al so as the
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all NATOmlitary operations and forces, and that includes
the Anerican nuclear forces that are assigned to NATO

NATO is a nuclear alliance. The role that you woul d assune
I n NATO has al ways been filled by an Anerican, begi nning

w th General Ei senhower in 1950.

How do you view the role of nuclear deterrence with
respect to the NATO alliance?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, in ny view, the U S.
strategic nuclear forces under the command of General
Cotton at U S. Strategic Command are really foundational to
the security of all of Europe and foundational to the
security of the Alliance, and al so underpin gl obal security
in many ways, and they are absolutely essential.

| also would note the forward positioning of certain
nucl ear capabilities on the continent, and those provide a
very inportant backstop agai nst any potential threat com ng
fromthe east.

Senator Fischer: You earlier were asked about the
hi gher role of spending fromour NATO partners to 5 percent
of GDP. | am curious how you would work to coordi nate
anong the NATO nenbers to ensure that their investnents
woul d be conplenmentary to each other and to the Alliance,
as a whol e?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, if confirnmed, | think

30
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that would be one of ny major responsibilities, is to
ensure that any increased spending was done in a way that
benefitted the Alliance and ensured the achi evenent of
capability targets that the Al liance has agreed to.

| would also note the work that has been done on the
NATO pl ans, and that they are specific requirenents and
capabilities that are essential to the essential execution
of those plans.

Certain countries have strengths in particul ar areas.
You know, sone countries are very strong in the |and
domain. Ohers have a stronger position in the maritine
domain. And within all of the domains there is, of course,
a variety of capabilities. M goal would be to work very
hard with our allies and partners in the region to bring
all of that together in a coherent fashion, to increase the
strength of the alliance.

Senator Fischer: Do you know if discussions are going
on right now with that?

General Grynkewich: Ma'am | amcertain that those
have started, absolutely.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you. Adm ral Cooper,
yesterday we had the opportunity to visit alittle bit in a
classified session together, and we tal ked about Iran's
i nfluence in both Syria and Lebanon and how t hat has been

changed with recent events. And it sounds like there are
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real opportunities in the future for nore stability, for
peace Wi thin those nations.

What do you assess a post-Assad Syria and post-
Hezbol | ah Lebanon woul d nean for the region in its
entirety?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first, | enjoyed our
conversation yesterday. Wwen | think first of Syria |l
think that stability in Syria can translate into security
in the United States, and here is how those dots connect.
|SIS thrives in chaos. |[If the governnent of Syria, now 7
nonths into their existence, can help suppress that ISIS
threat, along with U S. forces in the region, that
stability hel ps create our own security.

| amoptimstic for the future, although they are at
t he begi nnings of this new governnent. | think we have now
seen several steps, including Anbassador Tom Barrack, who
Is the U S. Anbassador to Turkiye, being appointed as a
Syria envoy. He has made several trips. Everything we do
in Syria will be diplomatically led, and | think we are
heading in a good direction in that regard.

Senator Fischer: |If you are confirnmed, how would you
ensure that CENTCOM integrates its actions both with State
and Treasury to support nore stability, growing stability

within Syria?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | would anticipate we woul d
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I ntegrated very closely, diplomatically |led, drafting and
behind. As the policies start to sharpen on this, we wll
be prepared to provide our best mlitary advice in howto
support those policies.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator
Fi scher. Senator Hirono.

Senator Hirono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Welcone to
both of you and your famlies. Thank you very nuch for
your service.

To ensure the fitness of nomnees for the positions to
whi ch they have been nom nated, | ask the follow ng two
f oundati onal questions of all nom nees before any of the
commttees on which I sit. So | will ask these questions
of you, and we will start with Adm ral Cooper and then go
on to General G ynkew ch.

Since you becane a |l egal adult, have you ever made
unwant ed requests for sexual favors or commtted any verbal
or physical harassnent or assault of a sexual nature?

Adm ral Cooper: | have not.

General Grynkewi ch: | have not.

Senator Hi rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenent related to this kind of conduct?

Adm ral Cooper: No.

General Grynkewi ch: No.
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Senator H rono: The Mddle East remains a vol atil e,
unstabl e region, and the situation risks drawing the U S
and our allies into a protracted war, risking the |lives of
Ameri can servi cenenbers, wi thout a clear plan for what
cones next. And Iran should not have a nucl ear weapon,
which is why | and ot hers have supported the 2015 JCPQA,
which allowed the I AEC to i nspect suspected |ranian nucl ear
facilities. Only Congress can declare a war, and the vast
maj ority of Americans oppose another endless conflict in
the M ddl e East.

And even after a hastily announced ceasefire, the
situation remains highly tenuous, while ongoing attacks,
conflicting clainms, and a rapidly evolving regional crisis
continues. So this regine nust use all -- and I amtalking
about the Trunp regine -- nust use all diplomatic tools at
Its disposal to avoid further escalation and instability in
t he region.

Adm ral Cooper, | am concerned about additi onal
escal ation following the strikes on Iran's nucl ear
facilities, and despite the President's, as | nentioned,
ceasefire announcenents, the situation clearly remains
vol atile, with renewed attacks and conflicting clains.

What steps is CENTCOM taking, or should take, to deter
further Iranian retaliation, especially as tensions renain

hi gh?
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Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first | would agree that the
M ddle East is a very dynam c region today, and dangers do
exist. Froma mlitary perspective, our nunber one
priority is the safety of our nen and wonen in uniform the
first protection. W are |aser-focused on that today, and
If confirnmed, it would remain ny nunber one priority,
taking care of our nmen and wonen in uniform

Senator Hirono: Wll, you know, we have some 40, 000
troops that are in the area, so force protection of those
troops would be really critical. But do you have any ideas
about what Central Command can do to ensure that that
regi on becones nore stable?

Adm ral Cooper: | think for the |ast --

Senator Hirono: For exanple, would you support
di plomatic efforts --

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, absolutely.

Senat or Hirono:

- as a first step?

Adm ral Cooper: Absolutely. Step one is
di plomatically |l ed, as we saw over a nulti-nonth period,
and in support of that a nunber of options, as required by
| aw, were provided to support that diplomatically |ed
effort. And if confirmed, | would provide those sane set
of options.

Senator Hirono: Does Central Command have a role in

fostering these di plomati c engagenents, discussions?
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Adm ral Cooper: Central Conmand certainly has a role
in the ml-to-m | underpinning that support the diplomatic
engagenents. W have had that for decades. It is
particularly strong now, and if confirmed, | would | ook to
nurture those rel ati onshi ps.

Senator H rono: So how would Central Comrand bal ance
the need to counter continued protecting our allies, i.e.,
| srael, with the energing threat to U S. forces, sone
40,000 troops in the region, follow ng this weekend's
strike of Iran's nuclear facilities?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, this is sonething we have
been focused on for many years, particularly illum nating
since the Cctober 7th attacks in 2023, and it is a priority
effort every single day, and | would anticipate that woul d
continue. And if confirnmed, it would certainly be a
priority of m ne.

Senator H rono: Well, we have a situation in which
the head of our intelligence forces, well, basically
intelligence agency, says that Iran was not pursuing its
nucl ear anbitions, and neanwhil e you have a President who
says, "l don't believe her." This does not give us nuch
reassurance of what is actually happening in the region.

So, M. Chairman, thank you. | know I am beyond ny
time. But the volatility remains. Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Hi rono.
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Senat or Cotton.

Senator Cotton: Gentlenen, congratul ati ons on your
nom nations. Thank you to your famlies for their
sacrifice over the years, and nost inportantly, thank you
to the nen and wonen you represent in your organizations
and will represent, for their service, as well. | want to
comrend you both and conment everyone who was involved in
t he exceptionally successful m ssion against Iran over the
weekend.

Adm ral Cooper, | want to return to a brief point you
made with Senator Wcker. Although we have dealt a nassive
setback to Iran's nuclear threat, which is the worst kind
of threat they could pose to us, Iran still poses a severe
threat to our troops and to Anmericans around the world,
right?

Adm ral Cooper: They do. They possess consi derabl e
tactical capability, one elenent of which we saw yesterday,
which we thwarted in defense of Al -Udeid Air Base.

Senator Cotton: And as the next Conmander of Central
Command, one of your top priorities wll be to continue the
aggressi ve defensive posture and to continue the deterrence
t hat has now been reestablished against Iran to defend our
troops in the region, as well as all of our friends in the

region, Israel and the Arab nations.

Adm ral Cooper: Absolutely, sir. It would be an
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I nportant priority, deterring Iran and proxies.

Senator Cotton: And | know that President Trunp is
m ndf ul about this, that just because they had a very weak
response yesterday, it was tel egraphed in advance, does not
mean that there m ght be anot her response, in a day, or
week, or nonth, or year, or 3 years, and it could be
m ssiles or rockets against our troops or it could be
trying to blow up an enbassy around the world or targeting
Anmerican citizens for terrorist attacks, sonething that we
have to be constantly on guard agai nst because Iran has
been terrorizing American civilized world for 46 years. |Is
that right?

Adm ral Cooper: Conpletely agree, sir. W have got
to be in a three-point stance, ready to go every single
day.

Senator Cotton: And at bottom Iran did not becone a
terrorist state because the United States bonbed their
nucl ear bunkers. The United States bonbed their nuclear
bunkers because they are a terrorist state. |Is that right?

Adm ral Cooper: | would agree.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. The strikes over the
weekend showed the inportance of having the world's very
best industrial base and best nunitions, the first tine

t hose have been enpl oyed in conbat operations, and they

were incredi bly successful. But the wars both in the
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
T P O ne www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39

M ddl e East, since Cctober 7th, and in Ukraine, has also
revealed the fragility of nmunitions production in this
country and the defense industry. Wuld you agree that we
need to do a lot nore to increase capacity for our

muni tions 1 ndustrial base?

Adm ral Cooper: | would, sir. It is an area of
significant concern. | knowthis is an area that senior
DoD | eadership is focused on right now. It is not a new
i ssue. It has been around for sone time. But clearly it

Is one we need to focus on right now.

Senator Cotton: And General G ynkew ch, | assunme both
In your current role in the Joint Staff and al so your
anticipated role in Europe you woul d agree, as well, that
we need to significantly expand munitions production in
this country?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | would. As the
Director for Qperations on the Joint Staff with the
responsibility, along with my coll eagues in |ogistics and
sustai nnent, for managi ng those munitions and pushi ng them
to the fight, | amacutely aware of sone of the limtations
that we have. And if confirnmed, | would continue to
advocate for strong investnent, on both sides of the
Atlantic, in the industrial base.

Senator Cotton: And our industrial base includes our

def ense contractors, conpanies that make this in the
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private sector, but also includes our organic industrial
base within the Departnent. And given the track record
over the last 3 years, would you agree that we really need
an all-of-the-above strategy, we need to push both the
private sector and | ean on the assets we already have in

t he Departnent of Defense to produce the nmunitions our

war fi ghters need?

General Grynkew ch: Senator, | would. The organic
i ndustrial base does need that investnent and attention.
And on the private sector side, | would say we need to
focus not just on traditional prinme contractors but also
expand the conpetitive space to new entrants, to get as
much production capacity as possible.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. Admral Cooper, | think
saw you vi gorously noddi ng your head in agreenent. Wuld
you like to state that for the record?

Adm ral Cooper: Absolutely. | think the
characterization of an all-of-the-above strategy is the
appropriate characteri zation.

Senator Cotton: kay. The operation |ast weekend,
guess a coupl e of Thursdays ago, in Iran, with the use of
drones, launching theminside the country, as well as a few
weeks ago by Ukraine inside Russia, has reveal ed once again
the threat that drones can pose to our bases here in the

United States. And | have worked with Senator Gl 1|i brand
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and a ot of other Senators to address that threat here in
the U S., and we are going to try to pass legislation to
expand the Departnent's authorities on it.

But CGeneral G ynkewich, it is also a real threat in
Eur ope, the prospect of NATO or Anerican positions being
attacked by drones, as we sawin Ilran, or as we saw in
Ukrai ne. How do you assess the drone threat right now in
t he European theater?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | think it is an acute
threat, that is a new technol ogy, and our investnent in
bot h counter-UAS capability and the ability to do the sane

sort of activities with our own drones needs vi gorous

attention.
Senator Cotton: Thank you. | agree it is an acute
t hreat. If Israel can do it to lran, if Ukraine can do it

to Russia, we need to assune that the bad guys could do it
to us and our troops and our bases, as well, whether
overseas or even here at hone, and we need to counteract it
rapidly. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Senator
Ki ng.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. Senator
Lankford and I, 3 weeks ago, were in your AOR, Admral, in
Baghdad and Erbil, Beirut, Amman, Turkey, and Istanbul.

And first | want to say what wonderful people we have
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working for us. Al the people we net -- our mlitary
people, particularly in Lebanon, State Departnent,
intelligence community -- this country is very fortunate to
have the quality people that we have in dangerous and
difficult circunstances. You are nodding. | presune you
agree with that observation.

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, we have extraordi nary nen and
wonen serving overseas today and throughout the world.

Senator King: One of the things we learned, in all of
those countries, was that none of those countries want us
to leave. There are uncertainties and instabilities. For
exanple, in Iraq, probably the |ast proxy standing right
now of lIran are the Iran-inspired mlitias in lraqg. They
have an el ection comng up this fall, and that has been one
of the significant dangers.

What | amgetting at is, it seens to nme given the
renewed volatility -- this region has been volatile, it
seens |ike, forever -- but the renewed volatility in the
| ast several nonths, is not a good tinme to be drawi ng down
our forces, because they are viewed as stabilizing forces
in all of those countries in the Mddle East. Do you have
t hought s about that?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think it is first and
forenost inportant to remenber what our forces are doing in

Irag and Syria, and that is focusing on the counter threat,

42

T P O ne Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
- www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

43

the Defeat |SIS operation, with 20 other countries.

Senator King: And that was going to be ny next
guestion. In addition to the Iran mlitias, ISIS, there is
a deep concern about |ISIS reconstituting in Syria, given
the changes there. So the point is, | believe it is not a
time to be retrenching, given the devel opnents of just the
| ast several nonths.

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, | conpletely agree. | think
stability is a critical aspect of security in the region,
and particularly those countries. Qur approach today is to
assess and nove forward on a conditions-based assessnent.
| think given the dynam c nature of what is happening
today, that assessnent in the future could | ook different
than it does today perhaps. And if confirmed, | am
commtted into ny tenure to continue to assess on what our
posture needs to |l ook |i ke and nmake recommendati ons
accordi ngly.

Senator King: Well, the other topic that we have not
di scussed today is Syria, and Syriais in a very, | would
al nost add precarious, but it is in an inportant place.
Everyone we tal ked to said al-Sharaa is what we have got,
and that there is really no Plan B. And Anbassador Barrack
has done a good job, | think, of being the envoy, but it
seens to ne that Syria is a place that we need to watch.

Because if he goes away, then all of a sudden it is open

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

season for |SIS and other potential terrorist groups.

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | conpletely agree. | think
stability in Syria hinges upon the current |eader remaining
in place, and that is inportant for U S. honel and def ense
and honel and defense forward. As you descri bed, Anbassador
Barrack is leading this effort diplomatically. The U S.
mlitary has had a nascent role, but certainly our role
woul d be to provide best mlitary advice on what that could
| ook |i ke going forward.

For sure right now our troops in Syria remain focused
on a counter-1SIS mssion. It is also the perspective of
the new Syrian governnent to counter ISIS. So we wll see
what that |ooks like in the future, but | think it is an
encour agi ng sign.

Senator King: GCeneral G ynkew ch, the issue of
Russi an activity along the border of the Baltic states, ny
understanding is that there is sone probing and buil dup of
Russi an troops along that border. |Is that sonething that
we shoul d be watching careful ly?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | think we should, and
particularly as the Russian war econony continues, if and

when we are able to achieve the objective of a ceasefire in

Ukraine, Russia will have a |ot nore troops that they can
put in that region, which will be a force in being, froma
mlitary perspective, we will have to pay a | ot of
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attention to.

Senator King: A friend in Maine and | were discussing
this, and he said, "Russia isn't interested in any other
parts of the world. It is just Ukraine." M response was,
"Whay did Finland join NATO after 75 years? They know what
Russi a can and probably woul d do."

Is it inmportant for us strategically to continue the
support of the Ukrainians, in the kind of way that we have
done in the past, to maintain our mlitary intelligence
support?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | think the Ukrainians
have done an incredible job defending. They are forcing
the Russians to nmake only increnental advances at a
tremendous cost, and | think we should continue the effort
to support themthat has allowed themto performso well.

Senat or King: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator King, you and Senator Cotton
have both made very strong bipartisan points, and |
appreciate that line of questioning, in particular.

Senat or Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. First, to
both of you and to your famlies, thank you all for your
service to our country.

You both conme as very qualified individuals to the new

jobs in which you will step into very shortly. | want to
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take a little bit of tinme, though, and tal k about what |
think is one of the nost inportant aspects of this new
position that each of you will be in very shortly, and that
is the difference between when we ask soneone who does not
wear the uniformof the United States of Anmerica but rather
a suit and tie, and when they cone before this Committee,
sonme from outside of governnment who wll give us their
opi ni on about issues and policies and positions.

But then we have the individuals who cone from an
adm nistration, and | have been here 10 years now, and |
have seen four different adm nistrations, in which
I ndi vi dual s cone and they give us their opinion on what
happens, or a position with regard to policy. W take
their statements with a grain of salt, recognizing that
they represent an admnistration's point of view

But when we cone to you, as nenbers of the arned
services, fromthe different branches, and we ask for your
professional mlitary opinion, it is perhaps one of the
nost inportant things that you can do to provide us,
directly and without color, the black and white of exactly
what you think, because that is what we rely on in terns of
truth.

And | want to go into this a little bit, because just
as an exanple, nost recently a nunber of us have asked

specific questions with regard to the spectrum and about
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the inportance of the spectrum and managing it on behalf of
t he defense of our country by the Departnent of Defense.
And on over 28 different occasions we have asked
specifically nmenbers of the United States Arnmed Services,
who were wearing the uniform their professional mlitary
opinion. And in sone cases | suspect that their honest and
strai ghtforward answers have probably gotten theminto a
little bit of hot water with individuals who sinply wear a
suit and tinme in an adm nistration. But nonethel ess, they
have adhered to the principle that they are required to
give us a straightforward answer. It is the npst inportant
thing that you can do in comng before this Conmttee.

| lay that out for you because this is what makes the
di fference between a young man's ability to defend hinself
on the battlefield, and | amgoing to start, Ceneral
G ynkewi ch, you served and you have flown in a fourth-
generation aircraft. You have flown a fifth-generation
aircraft. Things are going to change very rapidly on the
battlefield for young nen and wonen. Today, on the
battl efield, would you say that if the eneny can see you, a
young man or a woman, regardl ess of whether he is in a tank
or whether he is in an aircraft or in a command center, if
they can see you, they can kill you. |Is that a fair

st at enment ?

General Grynkewich: Senator, | think it is in nost
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cases. There are a few tines when they can see us and try
to take a swi pe at us, and we have ways to evade or def eat
that. But it is the transparency on the nodern battlefield
I s apparent, | think, based on what we have seen, both in
Brad's current AOR as the Deputy Conmmander and in the
Russi a- Ukrai ne fight.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. And Admral Cooper, sane
guestion to you. |If they can see you, can they kill you,
or at least they are going to do their best to try and kil
you?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, absolutely. Retaining our
advant age, whether that is a stealth advantage or advantage
of maneuver or our overmatch, which we have at tines, in a
spectrum is critical

| would also add, wth respect to the spectrum
spent ny entire adult |life at sea on guided mssile
destroyers and guided mssile cruisers. They are national
assets. They would be rendered highly ineffective w thout
the type of spectrum nanagenent that you have been
advocating for.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. This is the reason why |
think it is absolutely critical, and there are going to be
| ots of questions up here about nunitions and everyt hing
else. But if I could sinply, once again, strongly

recommend that when the question fromany nenber of this
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Comm ttee, Republican or Denocrat, is given to you, and
they ask for your professional mlitary opinion, it is
because we are trying to find out exactly what is going on.
And even if it is unconfortable, this is where the rubber
really neets the road, is when you provide that informtion
to us, we nake better decisions. And that is, | think,

what this place is all about, is the oversight does not
work if we cannot count on you for that straightforward,
hard-hitting response to our questions.

Wth that | yield back. Thank you, M. Chairmn.

Chai rman Wcker: Anmen, Senator Rounds. Thank you for
t hat question. Senator Kaine.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you, M. Chair, and
congratulations to the nomnees. | amparticularly glad
Adm ral Cooper, your role as the lead of the Liaison Ofice
here in Congress will give you just innate sensitivity to
the relationship that the Article | and Article Il branches
must have on these inportant issues. So congratulations to
bot h of you.

| wll put it on the table. | amvery disturbed wth
the U S. getting into an offensive war with Iran, and | am
praying, and I know we all are, that the ceasefire is going
to hold. That would be great news for the region, great
news for us.

| think there are differences of opinion in this body,
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as there would be in the Anerican public, about the virtues
of offensive war between the United States and Iran, and |
understand those differences. But | hope ny coll eagues
will agree that sonmething of this magnitude should not be
t he deci sion of one person. The franers of the
Constitution decide, very carefully, that the initiation of
of fensive war is sonething that should happen after a vote
of Congress. And in this instance there was not only no
congressi onal authorization, there was no congressi onal
consul tation, and there was not even congressi onal
notification.

| have taken the position since | cane here under
Presi dent Obhama's second term President Trunp's first
term President Biden's term President Trunp's second
term that | do not want to have the decision about whether
we send our sons and daughters to war rest on one person,
however nmuch | agree with that person. | do not think it
shoul d rest on the shoul ders or rest on the say-so or the
whinms or the daily nood, vibe, or attitude of one person.

And particularly when, in this instance, the |Israeli
Foreign Mnister had said the nuclear programof |ran had
been knocked back at least 2 or 3 years, when our own
intelligence says they were not noving to a nucl ear weapon.

The need to strike wi thout even notifying Congress |

find deeply discouraging. There are sone things President
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Trunp has done diplomatically recently |I very nuch support,
and | hope | mght get to those in a mnute. But | just
hope ny col |l eagues will stand for the proposition, whatever
you think about the virtues of a war with Iran, that
Congress should be weighing in on this, yes or no.

Congress should be consulted. W are the people's elected
representatives, and we | ook our constituents in the eye,
who have got kids or spouses in the mlitary, and we ought
to be having a debate and having a vote, and not j ust
allowng this to be done on autopilot by a single person,
whet her or not we share the party affiliation or whether we
agree with that person.

Senator Cotton said sonething that is very true and
t hat picks up, Admral Cooper, on sonething you said. You
said that Iran was the chief sponsor of terrorismin the
region, and they are, and the chief source of instability
in the region, and they are. And Senator Cotton said they
have posed risks to Anericans for the |ast 46 years, and
t hey have. Everything that he said was true, and
everything that you said was true.

But, you know, in |law we used to say the truth, the
whol e truth, and nothing but the truth. Sonetines we omt
the whole truth. And | think if we are going to grapple
wi th hopefully diplomatic resolutions to these issues, we

have got to be conpletely truthful
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Everything that you said about Iran was accurate. But
what nobody seens ever to say in a conmmittee like this is
that the United States acted to change the Iranian regine
in 1953, by knocking of a denocratically chosen prine
m nister at the behest of the British, whose oil interests
were at stake. This is wdely acknowl edged and adm tted.
Anybody wants to research Operation A ax, go take a | ook at
It. Eisenhower project that knocked off the Iranian
civilian, denocratically el ected governnent.

After that happened, the U S. helped install a
dictator, the Shah of Iran. W trained the Secret Police
of Iran, and that dictator brutally ruled Iran for about 25
years. And Iran, which had been very pro-Anerican, because
America fought for Iranian sovereignty at the end of Wrld
War |1, when the Soviet Union wanted to gobble it up, that
25 years of the U S. propping up a dictator over Iranians
|l ed to deep anti-Anerican hostility.

When the Shah was thrown out of office, the U S. gave
t he Shah refuge. The Iranians asked for himback to try
him and we refused. The Iranians took over the Enbassy
and held Anerican hostage, in violation of international
| aw.

I n subsequent years, the United States mlitary shot
down an Irani an passenger -- the USS Vincennes shot down a

passenger get in the 1980s. Killed 290 Iranian civilians.
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That was on us, not on them

The U. S. gave weapons to |Irag when Saddam Hussein
I nvaded Iran, a huge war in the region that cost 300, 000
Iranian lives. And the U S. provided weapons for lIraq to
help themkill Iranians.

W i nvaded a next-door neighbor to the east,

Af ghani stan, to topple a regine. W invaded a next-door
nei ghbor to the west, Iraq, to topple a regine. W took a
di plomatic deal with Iran, the first in 7 years that was
actually working, according to the | AEA and Presi dent
Trunp's first National Security Cabinet, and we tore it up.

If we are going to try to find a diplonmatic
resolution, we not only have to acknow edge the Irani an
terror that you truthfully recognized, but we al so have to
recogni ze that in a diplomatic solution, they have sone
points of concern, as well. And if we do not deal with al
of them we will not find the diplomatic resolution that we
woul d want rather than war. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair. GCentlenen, |
want to thank you for being here today. | especially want
to thank your spouses and your famly nenbers for being
here, as well. W know it takes a whole group of folks to
hel p you succeed in what you do, and we are very grateful

for their service, as well.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| would like to start wth you, Admral Cooper. O
course, Operation Mdnight Hamer is on everyone's m nds.
And | want to thank the incredible pilots, warriors,
support teans for all that they did to make it a very
successful mssion. | amextrenely proud of Team Aneri ca.

So |l wll start with you. Senator King had nentioned
SIS, and | want to go a little bit further on that,
because we still see themas a big threat to those
Americans and others that serve and live in the Mddle
East. Just |ast week, we saw I SIS extrem sts bonb a church
I n Damascus, so we know that they are still operating. It
Is a clear indication that that threat requires continued
vi gi | ance.

So given the current volatility across the region,
just in your estimation, |ooking at the resurgence of |SIS,
other terrorist organizations, what indicators are you
wat chi ng nost closely when it cones to those terrori st
groups?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first, thank you for your
tinme yesterday, and | thank you for the question.

Def endi ng t he honel and, broadly, and defending it forward
Is of critical inportance to us. Specifically, that
translates into keeping our thunb on ISIS, which

predom nantly today exists in three places: [SISin Syria,

to a lesser degree ISISin Iraqg, and then I SI S-K, al so
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known as | SIS Khorasan, on the Afghan-Paki stan border.

We are focused on this problem set every single day.
| only have to go back a few nonths to the events in New
Oleans, in our own country, at the beginning of the year,
the events as you described in the church bonbing, to show
that 1SIS remains a threat. And as we | ook to the future,
and if confirnmed, | will remain nose down on this threat.
It is an absolute priority.

Senator Ernst: And no doubt we would | ove to see al
of our Anerican troops be able to w thdraw from ot her
pl aces around the gl obe, but we know that that is not
realistic, and our Anerican mlitary nmen and wonen provide
great stability, whether it is in Syria, lraq, other
pl aces. W have 1,800 Iowa Arny National Guardsnen that
were just nobilized to go into Irag and Syria. They wll
have boots on the ground very soon to continue with those
stability operations.

As we | ook at other ways that we m ght be able to
bring troops hone, you know, again, nmaybe not realistic at
this time, if you can walk us through our partners in the
regi on, and would they be able to fully absorb those
m ssions and provide for the stability w thout Anmerican
presence?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, U S. presence is

I ndi spensable in the execution of the counter-1SI'S m ssion
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today. W had led it. W lead it today, and | anticipate

we wll lead it into the future. Every decision nmade on
force posture is going to be conditions based as I ook to
the future, and if confirnmed, | wll absolutely adhere to

that. W are fortunate to have, in the Defeat ISIS
coalition, nore than 20 countries contributing, but Anmerica
Is leading it.

Senator Ernst: Absolutely. And | appreciate that,
and | agree with that sentinent. And it is extrenely
I nportant to have Anerican mlitary |eadership. | also
believe in diplonmacy, but there are tinmes when we need our
boots on the ground to provide that | eadership for other
nations. They |look to us for that |eadership. Very, very
| mportant.

And in the tine that | have remaini ng, General
G ynkewich -- | amsorry, we are all stunmbling all over
your nanme; | apol ogi ze -- we have got quite a nunber of
troops that serve in Europe today, in EUCOM and about
100, 000 in Europe, 20,000 deployed to Eastern Europe.
Agai n, for you, we have not announced any formal draw downs
of mlitary nen and wonen in Europe, but how do you assess
our current force posture in Europe, and what adjustnents
may be necessary to sustain deterrence and reassure our
NATO al I i es?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, in ny current role on
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the Joint Staff | amvery acutely aware of the gl obal
demand on our forces, for both the AOR that Brad works in
today, in Europe, and in the Indo-Pacific. So as | |ook at
what that European force posture needs to be, clearly there
has been sone benefit for the plus-up of forces that we
have had. But clearly the force is also stressed, and
there may be needs to make adj ustnents.

| will need to performa full assessnent on that, but
as part of that assessnent | will certainly |ook at
creative ways that we can bol ster our partners on the
continent, and your National Guard and their work that they
are doing in Kosovo and the state partnership program --

Senator Ernst: Thank you.

General Grynkewich: -- is certainly a key el enent that
woul d be considered as part of that.

Senator Ernst: | appreciate it. W |ove our Anerican
mlitary | eadership. So thank you, M. Chair. Thank you,
gent | enen.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Senator
Varr en.

Senat or Warren: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and
congratul ations to both of you on your nom nati ons.

So it seens |like Donald Trunp is once again playing
red light-green light, this tine war with Iran. Three

ni ghts ago, he bonbed three sites and warned of, quote,
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"many targets left to strike" and threatened, quote,
"tragedy" if Iran did not imrediately capitul ate. Last

ni ght he declared the war is over, but now the ceasefire
seens to be changing every few hours, and no one seens to
know if it will hold.

Now, no one wants lran to have a nucl ear weapon, but
experts in intelligence have told us, tine and tine again,
I ran's nucl ear program cannot be bonbed out of existence.
So the question is, what is President Trunp's plan?

Anot her endl ess war in the Mddle East?

Vice Adm ral Cooper, you are currently the Deputy
Commander of U. S. Central Conmand. You are nom nated to be
Commander. But you are already there. You do not decide
policy. Cbviously, you carry out the President's orders.

So today | just want to ask you if you have any
clarity fromPresident Trunp, the Commander in Chief who
chose this war, on what cones next? So Vice Admral
Cooper, has President Trunp communi cated to you whet her or
not he could contenplate Anmerican troops fighting in Iran?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, as we sit here today, and as
has been well| described, a very dynamc tinme --

Senator Warren: Yes.

Adm ral Cooper: -- literally right now, as we are
sitting here, the mlitary's nunber one priority is the

safety and security of our nmen and wonen in the Mddle
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East. That remains our priority.

As | look to the future, with the prospect of
confirmation, my obligation, and, in fact, ny duty, would
be to provide the Secretary of Defense and the President a
range of options to deal with policies that he woul d | ead.
And that is exactly what | would be commtted to.

Senator Warren: So are you working on plans to depl oy
troops if the President orders it?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, as you well know, we are
wor ki ng on plans every single day. | think this forumis
not the appropriate forumto tal k about specific plans, on
force posture, or what we are doing today. | certainly
could capture that in a classified environnent, as |
understand is [inaudible].

Senator Warren: So | amjust trying to get whether or
not there are plans. | amnot asking for what the plans
are, in particular. But | take it fromwhat you are saying
t he President has not ruled out Anmerican boots on the
ground in lran?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think froma mlitary
perspective it is critically inportant today that we
provi de the maxi mum | atitude and deci si on space for the
Secretary of Defense and the President to decide on key
pl ans and directions, and we will be standing by to execute

those, as it is our duty to do.
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Senator Warren: So on Saturday, President Trunp and
his Adm nistration clainmed that the goal was to end Iran's
nucl ear program not regi ne change, and declared conpl ete
victory, with no evidence to support that. And then on
Sunday, the President reversed course, posting, quote, that
"If the current Iranian regine is unable to nmake Iran great
agai n, why wouldn't there be regi ne change?" And yesterday
he congratul ated everyone on a ceasefire and sai d, quote,
"God bless Iran."

Vice Adm ral Cooper, has President Trunp conmuni cat ed
to you how |l ong he intends this war could go on if the
ceasefire breaks?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, our role, froma mlitary
perspective, is to remain ready for a w de range of
conti ngenci es and protect our people, and that is exactly
what we are doi ng today.

Senator Warren: So that neans you are prepared for a
protracted war. |Is that right?

Adm ral Cooper: | think it would be inappropriate to
comment on any specific action, but we are prepared for a

w de range of contingencies, which is what woul d be

expected --
Senator Warren: Well, | amjust asking about your
preparations. | amnot asking what actions you will take.

Qur servicenenbers who volunteer to give so nuch have
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values their lives, and sends theminto harm s way only
when we clearly have a plan to understand how this protects
the United States of Anerica.

| am very concerned about the President's on again-off
agai n expl anations of why this bonbing has taken place, and
that he is doing it wth no constitutional authority. Only
Congress can declare war, and the Senate nust vote
i mredi ately to prevent another endl ess war.

So | want to raise one nore question, and that is
reports that the Trunp adm ni strati on now wants to
di smantl e reforns devel oped under the first Trunp
adm nistration to prevent civilian harm Killing civilians
is not only wong, it threatens national security. Ceneral
Stanley McChrystal called it insurgent math, neani ng that
for every civilian you kill, you create 10 new eneni es.

Vice Adm ral Cooper, why is it inportant to U S
national security to prevent civilian harnf

Adm ral Cooper: Well, Senator, first thank you for
your advocacy and passion on this issue. | share your sane
passion. | think it is a national security issue that
ri sks degrading our credibility and trust and puts troops
at risk. And if confirnmed, I wll continue to do what | do
t oday, which is take an organi zation that has noved idly

fromconpliance to having civilian harm ess mtigation as
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Senator Warren: | appreciate that. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Warren. Senator
Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. Well, first off,
congratul ations to both of you. Congratulations to your
famlies. Thank you for your service. Thank you for the
sacrifice of your famlies.

So | was at the White House yesterday, and as you
expect, President Trunp was elated with the success of the
bombings in Iran, and was very hopeful that there is a
ceasefire that is going to hold. | think we would all |ove
to make sure Iran does not have nucl ear weapons. And so |
am very appreciative that the President was willing to make
the decision to do it. Not many peopl e woul d have nade
that decision, and it |looks |like we are going to get a
posi tive outcone.

So for both of you, is the world a safer place with
President Trunp in office and Iranian nuclear facilities
taken out? Woever wants to start.

General Grynkew ch: Senator, no country in the world
wants Iran to have a nuclear weapon. It is a safer place
the farther back that is put.

Adm ral Cooper: The world is safer with Iran not
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havi ng a nucl ear weapon, Senator.

Senator Scott: How do you think it changes the
dynam cs for sone people that have decided to be our
enem es, |ike Russia and Communi st China and North Korea?
How do you think it changes their thought process, know ng
that the United States, that we have a President who is
willing to defend the freedom of the world, and especially
our freedon?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | will echo sone of the
comments the Ranking Menber and Chair nade earlier on the
I ncredi bl e performance of the Joint Force, projecting
Anmeri can conbat power fromthe continental United States,
hal fway around the globe. | think that sends a nessage to
everyone about the ability of Anerica to reach out and
touch any target, any tinme we want to.

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, ny assessnent woul d be that
China and Russia are looking at this froma deterrence
angle. We all know that deterrence has four conponents:
capability, capacity, will, and nessaging. This was a
strong denonstration of will. And | would anticipate that
ot her countries are watching.

Senator Scott: Thank you. For each of you, when you
take over your roles, what will be your thought process to
make sure we have the right assets, the right people, the

right strategy in the areas that you are going to be
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General Grynkew ch: Chairman, | have had the benefit
of a global view of problens frommy current position on
the Joint Staff, and as | dive into issues on the European
continent, the types of things that | wll be focused on
w Il include the readiness of our warfighters, and that
I ncl udes both U S. warfighters and, if | am |l ucky enough to
be confirned, the warfighters across the 32 nations of the
Al'li ance.

| also think that it will be very inportant to | ook at
the pivots and the character of war that are occurring
right now in ternms of unmanned and digital technol ogies,
both fromthings |ike unmanned surface vehicles, unmanned
aerial vehicles, but also the underlying application of

artificial intelligence and the connective tissue that

allows us to effectively command and control. So those
will be sone of ny key focus areas.
Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | would |leverage the 4 years

of experience | have had, including 3 years living about
100 mles fromlran, and orient ny priorities generally in
three areas. Defending the honeland, and that transl ates
to keeping our thunb on terrorists in the Mddle East. |
woul d | ook at deterring Iran and its proxies. | think that

is a critical elenent of our national security. And also |

woul d I ook at countering China. | also agree, with ny
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friend, Gynch, here, that the character of warfare is
changing, and | think everything that we can do tactically
to get warfighting tools in the hands of the warfighters
faster is sonmething that should be pursued with a sense of
urgency.

Senator Scott: Thank you. Admral Cooper, what is
the inportance of the Abraham Accords and our mlitary
rel ationships with the partnerships with the Arab countries
that are supportive of Israel?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, when the Abraham Accords were
signed in the fall of 2020, and then we saw CENTCOM shi ft
froma European orientation into -- Israel shift froma
Eur opean orientation to CENTCOM | think the conpl enents of
those two events and the alignnment and agreenent that Iran
Is the principal threat presents extraordi nary
opportunities to advance security and enhance deterrence

t hrough the Abraham Accords countries.

Senator Scott: Ckay. Well, thanks for your service.
Congratul ati ons on your nom nation. | know you guys both
wll do a great job.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Scott. Senator
Kel |y.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentlenen,
t hank you for being here today. Congratulations to you

both on your nom nati ons.
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| want to take a nonent to discuss ISR, the
requi rements in EURCOM and CENTCOM two theaters that |
t hink routinely nmake sone heavy use of ISR Could each of
you pl ease just briefly describe the ISR requirenents in
your respective theaters and how inportant ISR is for you
to execute your strategy?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you very nuch for
that. | think of this in tw buckets: the |ISR necessary
to keep our eyes on and defend our honel and agai nst the
terrorists throughout the region, and | also think it is
I nportant to have the ISR to keep our eyes on and deter
Iran, the two principle areas that we are focused on today.

Senator Kelly: And General ?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, in the European theater
Intelligence, surveillance, and reconnai ssance is
absolutely essential. It is essential to keeping track of
Russian activity, both in the maritine and the air domain,
It is essential to protect the avenues that m ght threaten
our honel and, and essential to nonitor the eastern flank of
the Alliance.

Senator Kelly: You know, one trend, | think, | think
it is fair to say, is the reliance on space-based platforns
I nstead of, you know, aircraft. | think ny viewis we
probably continue to need both. In CENTCOM Admral, you

now have a chall enge here, possibly ahead of you, with
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regards to the Strait of Hormuz and the possibility that
the Iranians could use sea nmnes on the straits depl oyed by
ships. | do not think they can deploy themby aircraft. |
m ght be wong about that.

Coul d you tal k about how the I SR requirenent, if you
have to deal with a continuing aggressive lIran, but with
regards to closing down the straits and what that could
nmean to operations for the Fifth Fleet and for CENTCOW

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, in ny own experience from
havi ng commanded the Fifth Fleet for nearly 3 years, as

well as the associated mne task force, which is coalition

in nature, | think we have sufficient capacity and
capability to handle the threat. ISR is a critical enabler
to getting to the left of any Iranian actions. It would

certainly be inportant for us to watch what they are doing
In an attenpt to both anticipate and then react faster. It
Is a significant threat, it is a known threat, and one that
we are watching every single day.

Senator Kelly: And what would the reaction be if they
start to deploy sea mnes? Do you have the adequate nunber
of m nesweepers? Do you try to renove then? How do you
protect shipping going through that 30-mle strait?

Adm ral Cooper: It is a conplex problem for sure.
| ran has thousands of sea mnes. It is a fairly narrow

area. W do have a sufficient and the |largest mne force
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in the world, presently in the Mddl e East.

Senator Kelly: Do you know how they woul d depl oy
then? Like specifically, what ships of their would be used
to depl oy sea m nes?

Adm ral Cooper: W do have a good understandi ng of
what that | ooks Iike.

Senator Kelly: And do we track where the ships are
| ocated, and would we know if they start pulling out of
port?

Adm ral Cooper: W track themclosely, and yes, we
woul d know.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you. | have got
anot her qui ck question about close air support. W are in
t he process of divesting -- and this is for you, General,
primarily -- divesting fromthe A-10 platform our premer
cl ose air support airplane. Special QOperations forces wll
have an arnmed overwatch capability with the OA-1K
Possibility we could try to do this nore with F-16s, F-35s.

| just want to get your opinion, because there is also
a trend here away fromwhat we think of, you know, |ower to
t he ground, slow novers, Apaches as an exanple. W are no
| onger going to upgrade AH 64D s to E's. But if we wound
up in a conflict in Europe, | think closer air support is
sonmething we are going to continue to need. | just want to

get your thoughts on that, and where we shoul d go.
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General Grynkewi ch: Senator, thanks for the question.
| do agree, given the characteristics and geography of
Eur ope, close air support would be essential to any battle
that we found ourselves in, if we unfortunately got to that
point. And it wll be inportant to show that we have that
capability as a deterrent to help us not get there.

Two things | think about with respect to the future of
close air support. One is if we are using traditional
aircraft to execute this mssion | do need those aircraft
to be survivable in a nmuch nore densely protected, from an
air defense perspective, environnent, and we see that in
Ukrai ne, where neither side is able to get close air
support into the battlefield in a traditional sense because
of the air defense. So they have resorted to now | ess
traditional nmeans of close air support, using first-person
vi ewer drones, one-way attack drones, et cetera, and |
think we need to | ook at both of those aspects of a future
battl efiel d.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: How is that working, the use of
al ternative close air support?

General Grynkew ch: Senator, ny assessnent is that
sonme of those alternatives are proving to be extrenely

| ethal on the battlefield in Ukraine, and the pace of
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equati on, has shown that snaller drones, precisely
maneuvered, with | ethal payl oads can have a devastati ng
effect on eneny forces on the front line.

Chai rman Wcker: At |ess expense to the taxpayer?

General Grynkewi ch: Yes, sir. Mich | ess expense.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very nmuch. Senat or
Tubervill e.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
norni ng. Thanks for both of you's service and novi ng your
famlies around. Kind of |ike a coach. You know, you
don't stay very long in one spot.

Admral, it is good to see your famly here. Auburn
fol ks. Good Al abama folks. Live in Montgonery, | think,
right? Mght be ny neighbor here in a year and a half

after I run for Governor and wn it, Al abama. So hopefully

they vote for ne.

CGCeneral, let nme ask you this. Wat is your
relationship with the NATO commanders in the bigger
countries that we have?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | have worked with
Eur opean partners around the world over the years in a
variety of coalition environnents, and |I know many of the
| eaders across all of those countries. It is a solid

relationship, sir.
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Senat or Tuberville: How about Turkey?

General Grynkewich: Sir, | have had the privilege of
visiting Turkiye several tines over the course of ny
career, and | have great respect for the mlitary
capabilities that they can bring to bear.

Senat or Tuberville: Largest mlitary in NATO -- is
that right?

General Grynkew ch: Yes, sir.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. Let nme ask you this
question. This Ukraine-Russia war has been going on for a
long time. A lot of people killed. W have spent a | ot of
noney. Can Ukrai ne wi n?

General Grynkew ch: Senator, | think Ukraine can w n.
| think any tinme your own honeland is threatened you fight
wth a tenacity that is difficult for us to conceive of, if
we have not found ourselves in that sane situation.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. They have absolutely
fought hard. You have got to give it to them

Adm ral, we have not tal ked about the Houthis.

t hi nk we bonbed them for 30 straight days. |s that
correct?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, we bonbed them for 51 straight
days in conjunction with Operation Rough Rider.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. Have we stopped?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, the President gave the mlitary
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a very precise mssion, which was to restore the freedom of
navi gati on, and that m ssion was successfully executed. W
have freedom of navigation today. W agreed at a ceasefire
several weeks ago, now 40 days ago, that if the Houthis did
not shoot at us, we would not shoot at them They have not
shot at us. W have not shot at them And we have
mul ti pl e exanpl es of destroyers going back and forth

t hrough the Bab al - Mandab.

Senator Tuberville: Destroyers, but what about
mer chant shi ps?

Adm ral Cooper: There are nerchant ships going
t hrough the Bab al -Mandab today. |If we wal k back to the
fall of 2023, when the Houthis started their kinetic
actions, it took several nonths for the flow of conmerce to
| eave the Red Sea. | would expect it is going to take
several nonths for it to fully cone back.

Senator Tuberville: M understanding is the Houthis
are one of the strongest groups that are backed by Iran.

Is that correct?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, they have been supported with
arns, people, training, ISR for the better part of 10
years, so they are well support ed.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. Does China support them
t o0?

Adm ral Cooper: They do.
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Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. So do you think this is
going to be an on-and-off project with the Houthis over the
years, or are we going to be able to stabilize it?

Adm ral Cooper: | think we are now 40 days into this.
The ball is in the Houthis' court. W are prepared for a
range of actions. But | think the policies associated with
the ceasefire remain in place, and we will just be
prepared, froma mlitary perspective, for a w de range of
contingencies, as is our obligation to do so.

Senator Tuberville: Do we actually know who the
| eadership is that controls the Houthis?

Adm ral Cooper: W do, sir.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. And General Carillo has
been over the past few nonths, obviously. Do we talk to
then? They tal k back to us? How does that work?

Adm ral Cooper: Communications with the Houthis is
done through di plomatic channels, and the Houthis are a
foreign terrorist organization. W do not have a
communi cation via the mlitary.

Senator Tuberville: So the President, when he works
and tries to calmthe situation down, who does he talk to?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, he uses the envoy for the Mddle
East, Anbassador Steve Wtkoff, who hel ped enabl e the nost
recent ceasefire.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. They nust be sone tough
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rascals. | nean, we bonb them for 51 days, and they are
still kicking, right?

Adm ral Cooper: They are extrenely well supplied by
t he Irani ans.

Senator Tuberville: They are supplied, but what, are
t hey dug in?

Adm ral Cooper: As we have seen throughout the
regi on, groups are goi ng underground -- Hamas, Hezbol | ah,
the Houthis. This is a serious issue that we will have to
| ook at into the future.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. W do nmake a bonb, in
Huntsville, called MOAB. They do a |lot of damage. | think
we have seen that in Afghanistan. W have got a few left,
so maybe in the future if we cannot get themto reconcile,
because we are going to have to have full passage in the
Red Sea. You know, if we are going to get Al going, we are
going to have to get supply chains going. W cannot
haphazardly wonder if they are going to sink one of our
shi ps.

But thank you. Good luck to both of you. Thank you
very nmuch. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Adm ral Cooper: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Tuberville. | am
going to recogni ze Senator Blunmenthal next, but |let ne ask

this. General Gynkew ch, the Houthis are not an ethnic
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group, are they?

General Grynkewich: Sir, they are a religious group
nore than anything, but also sone tribal affiliations that
underlie them

Chai rman Wcker: They exist for a purpose. They have
constituted thensel ves for one purpose, have they not?

General Grynkewich: Sir, they view thensel ves as the
enem es of Anerica, Israel, and the Jew sh people.

Chairman Wcker: So if they are w thhol ding, for now,

Is it your judgnent that they have reforned and that they

wll not reign war or terror on us or the region in the
future?
General G ynkew ch: Senator, | would argue, from ny

time in the current role on the Joint Staff and previous
time in Central Command that the Houthis are likely to be a
persistent problemthat we will be dealing with in the
future a few times again.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Senator

Bl unent hal .
Senator Blunenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for your service, to your famlies, as well, and thank

you for the conversations that you had with ne | ast week.
| join you in expressing ny gratitude and admi ration
for the incredi ble work done by our service nen and wonen

in the | atest strike against Iran, the use of our B-2s and
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the intelligence that we were able to gl ean that enabl ed
the stri ke, even though we do not know fully the extent of
Its success, | think is deeply inpressive. So | want to
join in thanking our own mlitary.

But |l et ne ask you, Admral Cooper, how would you
assess the inportance of the Israeli mlitary and
intelligence contribution to making it possible for us to
engage in that mlitary operation? Wuld it have been
possi bl e without the Israelis, in effect, disabling and, in
sone instances, destroying the capability of their proxies
inlran itself and its air defenses?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you for that. Wthout
getting into specifics, which I think are best addressed in
a classified environnent, |I think it is fair to say, and as
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs articulated this past
weekend, that there were Israeli actions that we benefitted
from but were not directly tied, to associated with this
specific operation.

Senator Blunmenthal: It may not have been a direct
partnership, but certainly the contributions of the Israeli
mlitary were actually extraordinarily significant in
what ever success we had. Wuld you agree?

Adm ral Cooper: | agree.

Senator Blunenthal: Let nme ask you now, to follow up

on sone of the questions that have been asked, you and I

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

7

tal ked about the inportance of drones and unmanned aeri al
systens. M viewis that the nature of nodern warfare is
changi ng before our eyes, in real tinme. The threat that we
see now in the area where you are going to have
responsibility, where you have had that responsibility, is
asymmetric frommany of those terrorist groups that
attacked, for exanple, Tower 22, and killed a nunber of our
servi cenen there.

Are we sufficiently protected in the area now agai nst
possible Iranian retaliation against the 40,000 nen and
wonmen in uniformthat we have in that area?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | do agree that the nature
and the character of warfare is changi ng before our very
eyes, and this is why | think the inportant work of this
Commttee, whether it is the FORGED Act or anything
associated with it, where you can accelerate the delivery
of counter-UAS systens or other warfighting tools into the
hands of the warfighters forward. Those are all val ue
added and needed i nm nently.

If I ook back specifically towards the Tower 22
I nci dent, and the ensuing, now, 18 nonths, we have nade
consi derabl e i nprovenent across the board, |ayered defense,
enpl oyi ng both kinetic capability and non-kinetic
capability. W really are |eaps and bounds ahead of where

we were before.
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Having said that, | would never be satisfied that we
have the maxi mumreadiness. | wll never be satisfied that
we have enough to protect our nen and wonen in uniform and
if confirmed, | would focus on this every single day.

Senator Blunenthal: W have done a | ot, but we have
nore work to do.

Adm ral Cooper: For sure.

Senator Blunmenthal: The Ukrainians are producing 4.5
mllion drones this year. The report | have seen is that
the United States is produci ng about 100,000. | am not
sure that those figures are exactly right. They are in the
public realm But clearly, in ny view, the United States
I S not produci ng enough drones. W are not supporting the
i ndustries that produce those drones as rmuch as we shoul d.
Wul d you agree we need to do nore?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir. |In ny own experience,
havi ng commanded the Navy's first unmanned and artificial
intelligence task force, | amvery famliar with the
capabilities that exist in Arerica's elite tech sector. |
believe that we need to | everage that tech sector to the
maxi mum capability and deliver capability in the very near
term because we could do nore, to your point.

Senator Blunmenthal: General, | amdelighted to hear

that you think Ukraine can win. M view is Ukraine nust

win., It nust wn because if it fails, Putin will present a
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threat to our NATO allies. Do you agree?
General Grynkew ch: Senator, | think however the war
i n Ukraine ends, Putin has devel oped a war econony and a

war machi ne that is underpi nned by that war econony, that

will create a force in being that just by its very presence
wll be sonmething that, froma mlitary perspective, we
will have to carefully consider how to provide options to

the Alliance, in the SACEUR role, if | amconfirned, and to
the Secretary and the President in my EUCOMrole, if
confirmed.

Senat or Blunenthal: Thank you. | look forward to
continuing these conversations with both of you and really
wel conme you being so forthcom ng. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Bl unenthal.

Gentl eman, the figures about drone production, wth regard
to Ukraine versus the United States, are they accurate? |Is
that a pretty accurate assessnent of the production rate?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | do not know if the
exact nunbers are accurate, but the order of nmagnitude and
the scal e that Senator Blunenthal was describing | think is
representative of the problemwe face.

Chai rman Wcker: And Adm ral Cooper?

Adm ral Cooper: Yeah, sane perspective, sir. O der

of magni tude and scale is about the sanme. | agree.
Chairman Wcker: It is hard to understand how we go
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forward without increasing our rate, and that is ny
opinion. Do either of you care to conmment on that?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, | think Anerica's extraordinary
tech sector has the capability and will to produce at
scale. It is just sinply a matter of prioritization with
the appropriate authorities.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. And now
Senat or Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairman. It is good to see
you both. | have enjoyed our conversations recently, and
Admral, you are always a wonderful host over in NAVCENT,
so thank you for that, and hello fromny wife to yours.

Adm ral Cooper, last May | net with Prime Mnister
Barzani of the Iragi Kurdistan regional government in ny
office here, and also visited the region last year. So |
was concerned to hear about delays in the delivery of U S. -
provi ded defense equi pnent to the Kurdi sh Peshnmerga forces.
As you know, the Peshnerga, they play a very inportant role
in preventing the resurgence of ISISin Iraq.

So are you tracking delays in the delivery of
equi pnent t hrough Baghdad?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first thank you for your
passion in supporting the Peshnmerga. Geat teanmates. |
have been tracking the delays. They are friction points

that I think we have been able to work through, and if
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confirnmed, it would be a matter of priority for both ne,
the staff, and the tactical staff on the ground to
elimnate those friction points, get the resources into the
| ands of the Peshnerga as soon as possi bl e.

Senator Budd: Any particular |evers that you have at
CENTCOM t o make sure that those delays are ended and that
they receive their defense equipnent in a tinely manner?

Adm ral Cooper: | think we have a very strong ml-to-
ml relationship with the Iraqgi Security Force and the
lragi mlitary. W lever that to help break down sone of
those barriers, and | amoptimstic we can work through
those friction points.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, Admral. The United States
and Israel, they have worked together a nunber of years to
address the chall enges of | ocating, mapping, and destroying
har dened, buried targets and tunnels in their networks. |
have led this in the Senate, securing funding |ast year for
the programto do that.

Can you descri be the ongoi ng chall enges and the
rel evance of countering subterranean threats in CENTCOV
and whether continued funding in this area i s needed?

Adm ral Cooper: Sir, | think in the Central Comrand,
and | think we would have to anticipate in the future
gl obally, you are going to see threats begin to go

under ground, whether we are tal king about Hanmas, Hezbol I ah,
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the Houthis, the Iranians. Oher adversaries are clearly
wat chi ng and seei ng where they can gain advantage. In ny
current capacity | have visited, on nultiple occasions, the

subt erranean commando unit in Israel that goes after this

problemset. | think as we |ook to the future and if
confirmed, | think we need to focus on two areas: sensors
and nunitions, and if confirmed, | would advocate for both
of those.

Senator Budd: So you said they have gone underground,
and you nean that very literally, and this programis stil
very rel evant.

Adm ral Cooper: Humans, robots, dogs, they have done
it all.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, Admral.

General, good to see you. | enjoyed our visit
yesterday. Technol ogy is changing the character of

warfare, as denonstrated by the Wkrainians in the fight

agai nst Russians. |If confirmed in your new role as Suprene
Al l i ed Commander, Europe, how w |l you -- the question is
really about prioritization -- howw !l you prioritize

I nvestnments in energing technol ogi es, and what areas do you
think are nost critical?

General G ynkewi ch: Senator, thank you. If
confirmed, as | |look across the Alliance, there are certain

countries who woul d have a very strong val ue proposition in
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ternms of being able to bring unmanned technol ogi es to bear,
whet her they are aerial technol ogies or maritinme unmanned
capabilities, as well, that have proven very effective in

t he Bl ack Sea region, for exanple.

| would definitely put a high priority on those. They
are very cost effective. They are a way to build nmass on
the nodern battlefield. And understanding that we w ||
face mass, in ternms of the Russian threat, | think
devel opi ng that asymetric option is going to be essenti al
to European security in the future.

Senat or Budd: Thank you.

Admral, it is really disheartening for all of us to
see the state of Afghanistan, especially after the Biden-
Harris adm ni stration's disastrous withdrawal and the
abandonnment of so many Afghans to return to Taliban rule.
So ny concern in the region is the return of terrorist
networks |i ke I SIS-Khorasan, to the country but also to the
br oader region.

Admral, if confirmed, what will you do and how wi ||
you work with regional partners to deny extrem st groups
safe haven in South Asia?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, |SIS Khorasan, also known as
| SIS-K, operates principally on the Afghan-Pak border. The
nmechani sm we use to address this issue today is through a

ml-to-ml relationship with Pakistan, specifically focused
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relationship in the | ast couple of nonths with the handover

of the Abbey Gate mastermnd to U S. authorities several
nmonths ago. And if confirnmed, | would continue to invest
Inthis ml-to-m| counterterrorismrelationship wth
Paki stan. It is good for Anerica, and it helps to keep
Aneri ca safe.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, Admral. | w sh you both
good | uck.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Budd. Senator
Duckwort h.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman. | want
to start by associating nyself wth ny coll eague, Senator
Kai ne's, many strong statenment on the need for
congressional authorization for exactly the kind of
mlitary strike on Iran that the President illegally
ordered on Saturday.

| have been commtted to Congress reasserting its
responsi bility under the War Powers Act since ny first
el ection, and | support Senator Kaine's War Powers
Resolution. In fact, | ran for Congress because of this
| ssue, so that when the drunms of war start beating in
Washi ngton again, | would be in a position to nake sure
that our | eaders fully consider the true costs of war, not

just in dollars and cents but in the sacrifices and bl ood
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of our troops.

| have long said that Iran cannot obtain a nucl ear
weapon, but this goal could and shoul d have been pursued
t hrough di pl omatic nmeans. There was no inmm nent threat to
the United States or our troops. It was not tine to
strike, not when the denocratically elected representatives
of the Anmerican people have not had a chance to wei gh the
costs and risks against the gains to nake an inforned
deci sion on behal f of our constituents, and to nmake sure
that the President is not getting us into yet another
forever war in the Mddl e East.

Servicenenbers will be the ones to risk their lives if
we get drawn into another unnecessary war with no plan and
no end state. Their Conmmander in Chief owes it to them
and to all Anmericans, to uphold the Constitution that they
swore to uphold and def end.

Vi ce Adm ral Cooper, | know that you are here to be
consi dered to be CENTCOM Comrander, but you have al so been
serving as the Deputy Comrander, with all the events this
weekend, absent a CENTCOM posture hearing. | have
questions for you in that capacity, because | deemit
rel evant to how you will perhaps carry out your role as
CENTCOM Comrander, shoul d you be confirmned.

To your know edge, what the CENTCOM recommend to the

White House in terns of congressional declaration of war
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and consultation prior to the operation?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first I am m ndful and
hi ghly respectful of the role that you, this Conmttee, and
t he Congress play overall. | think the matter of
directions given and orders given are related to policy and
best addressed by the Ofice of the Secretary of Defense
and the White House. Qur role, fromthe mlitary
perspective, as it has always been, and, if confirned, |
wi || adopt the sane approach, would be to provide the
w dest range of options to our decision-nakers and remain
as ready as possible to inplenent them when ordered.

Senator Duckworth: Al that is true, but you did not
answer ny question. M question was, to your know edge,
what di d CENTCOM reconmend to the Wiite House, in terns of
congressi onal declaration of war and consultation, prior to
t he operation? Wat was your recommendation? | was not
going to ask you what they ordered you to do. | asked you
what was your recommendati on.

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, in ny current capacity | am
very famliar wwth all the operations associated with these
| ast couple of weeks. | think those conversations are best
conducted in a classified environnment.

Senator Duckworth: Okay. Let's do that then. | [|ook
forward to hearing fromyou in a classified environnent.

What is the end gane that is currently being sought
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Adm ral Cooper: Senator, we have maintained, first
and forenost, a focus on protecting our nen and wonen in
uniformand for their safety. That is our priority today.
W naintain a readiness for a wde range of contingenci es,
as expected, and ny role, specifically, if confirmed, would
be to provide ny best mlitary advice to support the
policies as they would be given to us in the future.

Senator Duckworth: So you are saying you do not have
an opinion on what the end gane woul d be or what the
benchmar k woul d be, and you cannot tell us that?

Adm ral Cooper: Qur role --

Senator Duckworth: W are just going to bonb a
foreign nation and not know what the end goal is, or the
offranp is?

Adm ral Cooper: O course, those end states and goal s
are all obviously always driven by policy, and the United
States mlitary wll stand by to inplenment the policy
direction, as ordered.

Senat or Duckworth: Well, | was alarned by the
President's reckless statenents on Sunday that suggested he
m ght order a mlitary regime change as the end gane in
Iran. Like many who served and sacrificed in Ilraq, | am
sick with anger and dread at the thought that in 2025, the

President of the United States is tal king of toppling
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anot her governnent in the Mddl e East, draw ng Anericans
into a destabilizing mlitary action in a volatile region,
and owni ng the chaos that follows, perhaps for decades to
cone.

Vice Admral Cooper, will you commt that if confirned
as the Commander of CENTCOM and tensions with Iran
continue, you wll provide recommendations to give Iran an
offranp fromfurther mlitary action w thout seeking regine
change in Iran as an option, not necessarily -- the Wite
House w || decide what they wll decide, but will you
provi de that as one of the options?

Adm ral Cooper: | would provide ny best mlitary
advi ce based on the policy direction given to us, Senator.

Senat or Duckworth: GCkay. Wth current uncertainty
| eavi ng many Anerican citizens in the region to fear being
caught in the crosshairs, | am concerned about whether we
are doi ng enough to support Anericans who nay want to
evacuate. Admral Cooper, can you speak to the ways that
CENTCOM may help facilitate a safe and snooth evacuati on of
Anmerican citizens froma dangerous region, if required?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, CENTCOM is al ways postured
to support the diplomatically ordered evacuations of a
variety of forns. W have seen recently an authorized

departure from Bahrain. W have seen authorized departure

out of Israel. W have seen separate diplomatically |ed
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departures from Baghdad. But in general, we are always
postured to support diplonmatic and policy-led direction for
evacuati ons.

Senat or Duckworth: | think that woul d give Amrericans
in the region confort to hear that. Thank you.

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, ma'am

Senat or Duckworth: M. Chairman.

Chairman Wcker: Yes. Senator Schmtt.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, M. Chairman. | wll
say, though, that | amactually kind of taken aback. The
hypocri sy and cognitive dissonance | have heard fromthe
other side of the aisle in this hearing is stunning, even
by Washi ngt on st andar ds.

Let's pick apart a couple of these argunents. First
of all, President Trunp avoided -- avoided -- nuch to the
chagrin of many who wanted nore entanglenents in the Mddle
East, a very surgical and strategic strike that was in the
core interest of the United States of Anmerica, period. The
regi me change that he was tal ki ng about was fromthe
inside. |If that is going to happen, that is going to
happen.

But the Denocratic Party, effectively, at this point,
Is the pro-war party. There is no diplomacy. It is just
about pick your theater. That is where they want to go.

The whol e idea that Iran was even in this position is
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because Ohama sent them truckl oads, or | should say
pal |l ets, of cash, and Joe Biden | ooked the other way. And
then they were able to armand fund the Houthis and Hanas
and Hezbol |l ah, a problemthat then had to be dealt with by
| srael.

So this sort of |ooking the other way now, and using
| anguage |i ke not being tied up in a forever war, |istening
to nmy Denocratic colleagues, that is where we woul d be
right now in Europe and in Ukraine. They want the
I medi at e adm ssion of Ukraine into NATO, and the United
States directly engaged. Thank God we have a President
that will engage in diplomacy and understand, by the way,

t he inconsistencies that | hear fromthe other side of the
aisle. On one hand, Wkraine is going to win. But on the

other hand, Putin is on the verge of steanrolling through

Europe. It is nonsense. It does not nmake any sense.

But the fact is the Denbcrats are criticizing
President Trunp right now, who achi eved sonething that, if
you woul d have been sitting here 2 years ago and | ooked at
a map of the Mddle East, it would have been inpossible to
think of. He used the bunker-busting bonbs, by the way,
fl own out of those B-2s from M ssouri. They were in the
air 30 hours and refueled. Through subterfuge and
exqui site execution, dropped those bunker-busters on

sonet hing the size of the desk that you are at, Ceneral,
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and they conpleted that m ssion.

And the President acted under his core Article |1
powers. Spare nme the next constitutional crisis. Every
week, by the way, it is some ridiculously fake, new
constitutional crisis. Cbama used that sane authority to
drop thousands of bonbs. W did not hear a word. The only
think that binds the Denocratic Party right now is that
they are anti-Trunp. They stand for nothing, nothing else,
I n incoherent, wandering foreign policy, a donestic agenda
t hat has been adopted by the radical left. That is it.

And by the way, | also want to point out that through
every conferee that has cone through this Commttee and
ot hers, the question has been asked, "WI| you abide by the
|l aw?" We are literally now |l ess than 12 hours after a
district court judge, approved by this Senate, when the
Denocrats were in charge and a | ane duck President, who is
now defying the Suprene Court, a district court judge who
I s now defying the Suprene Court, who said you have to
deport these seven crimnals who raped grandmas and peopl e
with disabilities.

So let's have a bit of a reality check about what is
going on in this country right now Maybe we coul d
actual ly celebrate a President who executed sonething in
the core national interest of the United States, and then

got on the phone and got two parties together, who have
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So there are certain nonents that you just feel |ike
you are outside of your own body, watching sonething that
IS so inconsistent, just to score sone sort of daily
political point.

Now, should we have a conversation about Article |

powers versus Article Il powers? Absolutely. But the
President was clearly wwthin his Article Il powers to do
this.

So | do want to ask, with the limted tine, |
supposed, that | have left, CGeneral, the President is
heading to the NATO summt. Qur European allies, for a
very long time now, generations, have abused the generosity
of the United States of Anmerica because we are subsidi zi ng

their social welfare prograns in Europe. There is going to

be a commtnent to 5 percent. | guess | would |ike to hear
from each one of you how you will use your role, that they
will actually do that. And | do not nean for pensions. |

nmean for nmunitions. And 5 percent of your CGDP decl aration,
they do not win wars. Bullets do. Mssiles do. Their
def ense base is nore atrophied than ours.

But what role can you play in your conversations with
| eaders over there, that they are actually going to live up
to their commtnents, as opposed to sort of just naking

t hese proclamati ons and never really doing anything about
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General Grynkew ch: Senator, thanks for the question.
If confirmed, | think that is one of ny key roles is to
| ook at that increased investnent that the Alliance has
agreed to, or is on the cusp of agreeing to at the summt,
and ensuring that it is put into real capability, hard
mlitary capability, that will allow Europeans to take the
| ead for European defense and allow America to continue to
participate in that defense but also to neet our other
gl obal requirenents.

Adm ral Cooper: And Senator, | think a little bit of
the dynamc and situation in the Mddle East, sone of the
countries have deep pockets. They are very conmmtted to
buy Anmerican weapons and sensors. | think our obligation
Is to make sure the FMS process can deliver those weapons
in a reasonable tinme franme, and | woul d advocate for that,
I f confirned.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you. W have got a |lot of F-
15s we would like to sell. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Good point. Senator Peters.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. Centl enen,
t hank you for being here. Thank you for your service.

Vice Admral Cooper, the Strait of Hornmuz handl es
approximately 21 mllion barrels of oil per day, accounting

for nearly one-fifth of gl obal petroleum consunption and
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making it, as you know, the nost critical oil transit
chokepoint in the world. It also sees the passage of about
3.5 trillion cubic feet of liquified natural gas annually,

I npacting Asia as well as Europe's energy security. W
know that a closure would not only disrupt $1.2 billion in
oil exports daily, but it could also trigger double-digit
percentage i ncreases in global energy prices, pronpt

I ncrease in insurance surcharges on shipping, and require a
significant mlitary response to restore maritinme security.

So ny question for you, sir, is are current force
posture and naval assets in CENTCOM sufficient to deter or
to counter a full blockade in the straits?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, thank you very nuch for
that. | amvery famliar with the problemset fromny 3
years commanding the Fifth Fleet, which includes a pretty
substantial mne force in the region. | have also
personally transited the strait probably 50 tinmes in ny
car eer.

It is a conplex problem for sure, but it is a small,
narrow waterway. The key to this is getting to the |eft of
the problem establishing a deterrent posture, which we
have today, and then keepi ng our eyes on lranian activity,

which is exactly what the U S. mlitary is doing today.

And if confirmed, | would continue to do that into the
future
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Senator Peters: So what is your assessnment? How
quickly could the U S. and allied naval forces secure
freedom of navigation if conmmercial shipping is indeed
attacked in the straits?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, the specifics of this are
hi ghly classified. But historically, in mne warfare,
not hi ng happens quickly. | think we would think of this in
ternms of weeks and nont hs, not days.

Senator Peters: Wat additional risk does a potenti al
cl osure pose to our servicenenbers and | ogistics operations
in the Gulf region in addition to the oil cutoff that |
ment i oned?

Adm ral Cooper: As one of the three strategic trip
points in the Mddle East, along with the Bab al - Mandab and
the Suez, there would be significant inpact strategically.

Senator Peters: Vice Admral Cooper, even before the
U S attacks on its nuclear facilities, it was reported
t hat China has been indirectly supporting Houthi rebels by
purchasing large qualities of Iranian oil. These purchases
bol ster Iran's econony and enable the supply and fundi ng of
Houthi's with weapons and resources.

Addi tional |y, Chinese conpani es have been inplicated
i n providing dual -use technol ogi es such as satellite
| magery, mssile and drone conponents to the Houthis, and

In return, Chinese vessels have been all owed safe passage
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t hrough the Red Sea.

So ny question for youis, in light of the recent
escal ation in tensions in the region, could you el aborate
on how China's support of the Houthis serves the broader
strategic goals that they have in the Mddle East, as well
as gl obal trade routers?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, Senator, | conpletely agree with
your characterization of the Chinese involvenent, and if
confirmed, it would be a priority of mne to call out the
things that the Chinese are doing and the things that they
are not doing. Here is what they are doing, as an exanpl e,
In addition to those that you provided. They are providing
sensors and conponents to the Iranians, who ship themto
t he Hout his, who organi ze them and arrange themto shoot at
Anmericans. | think that is unacceptable. | think we have
to tal k about that.

Here is what they are not doing. They have had a 10-
year period of three ships in the Gulf of Aden. They are
there for counter-piracy, but they have not caught a single
pirate. They have turned a conplete blind eye to the years
of flow of weapons into the Houthis that have ended up
getting shot at Arericans. | think that is unacceptable,
and | think we have to call that out.

Senator Peters: Very good. Vice Adm ral Cooper, our

Committee received testinony earlier this year fromthe
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494t h Fi ghter Squadron | eadershi p about the inportant role
that the F-15 Eagle has been playing in the Mddl e East.
During the April attack on Israel, the Air Force described
the F-15E operations as, quote, "the largest air-to-air
eneny engagenent in over 50 years." It has been reported
that coalition forces in Israel destroyed nearly 99 percent
of all inbound weapons and drones comng in fromlran. And
as you know, the brand-new F-15EX is an even nore capable
aircraft. The brand-new aircraft is building on a | arger
payl oad, range, and speed, in addition to next-generation
capabilities to increase lethality.

So ny question for you, in the remaining tinme here,
sir, is can you tal k about the inportance of the F-15, as
wel | as these future F-15EXs that are com ng online, what
t hat neans for CENTCOM operations and how do you envi si on
utilizing themin the future and how great is your need for
t henf

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, the F-15 is deployed to the
Central Command regi on today. They are doi ng indi spensable
wor k, and ny expectation is the next version of the F-15
woul d just up the ante and up the gane and enhance this
capability. | amlooking forward to the future.

Senator Peters: Geat. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Peters. Senator
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Senat or Sheehy: Thank you, Chairman. So COCOM
commanders do not really own equi pnment. They rent it from
the services. What is your concern right now -- starting
wth you, Admral -- regarding our nagazine depth to be
abl e to support sustained operations in CENTCOW?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | am concerned about
everyt hing, but one of the concerns would be nmunitions and
magazi ne depth, as you described. On one hand, | think we
have taken a very strong and positive role in judicious
use, as an exanple. Over the |last year we have gone from
firing $2 mllion nmissiles at $100,000 drones to just
recently firing $25,000 Vietnamera nodified rockets
agai nst these $100, 000 drones.

So |l think we are noving in the right direction in
that regard. | know that senior Departnent of Defense
officials are focused on this matter. | think we need to
nove with a sense of urgency on it.

Senat or Sheehy: And how do we cl ose that feedback
| oop between the warfighters, who ultimately are
represented by you, you are controlling the warfighters in
their AOR How do we close the acquisition feedback | oop
to ensure that as you are fighting ships in the Red Sea, as
you are dropping bonbs on Iran or el sewhere, those magazi ne

depth needs and nunitions requirenents, those demand
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signals are being real-tine relayed back to the industri al
base and to the acquisition conmand so that there is not a
1- to 5-year | ag between you getting what you need. It
happens much faster. What can we do, institutionally, to
| nprove that process?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, | think there are a nunber
of measures. One of themis the Chairman's own proposal on
t he FORGED Act, or related proposals that sinply cut the
red tape and provide the | everage for us to take Anerica's
tech sector, who produces exquisite sensors and weapons,
and cut the tinelines to get it fromthe tech sector into
t he hands of warfighters. Anything associated with that,
polic or statute-wi se, woul d be hel pful.

Senat or Sheehy: Well, | think one of the keys is to
I nvol ve the conbatant conmanders in that process. Because
ultimately you are the ones being asked to fight these
systens. And we have al ways di vorced the design, the
acqui sition, the program managenent, and the fighting of
the systens into many different silos. And in that siloing
we | ose, oftentines, the groundi ng of what nmakes those
systens excellent, which is grounding it with the
war fi ghter.

So, you know, as you are on the precipice of taking

over our nost active conbatant command, it has been so for

25 years -- you know, Kurilla was ny boss when | fought
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the war, great man, great Anerican |eader -- | would
encourage you to try to make that vocal change. | know
that as a uniforned officer you have to salute and nove
out, but at the sane tine you can be an agent for change
and then help us as we try to fix this process. Because it
Is going to take uniformed | eaders and el ected | eaders
wor ki ng together to nmake sure that we finally bridge this
gap, because it has been a really annoying problemthat has
been building for decades. So | would encourage you to try
to make that change in uniform ensure that your COCOM
demand signals make it back into the acquisition pipeline
qui ckly, so that they are reacted to.

What percentage right now of U S. naval assets does
CENTCOM have at its disposal for the current conflicts?

Adm ral Cooper: Yes, sir. Less than 10 percent as a
general rule, sitting in the theater today, dependi ng on
what specialty we are talking about. | think we are a
little bit different froman aircraft carrier perspective,
as is known two carriers in the region.

Senat or Sheehy: But we are concluding basically a
year and half, the | ongest period of sustained naval conbat
we have seen since Leyte Gulf, and relatively your
al l ocation of naval resources, | would argue, is probably
not where it should be. But that is for ne to say, not for

you to say.
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General, over to you. So Europe, obviously, it has
been a while since we have had a nmajor security crisis in
Eur ope, of course, until Ukraine. That broke 70 years of
relative tranquility there. How do you evaluate the
ability of our partners to defend thensel ves going forward?
Largely the European defense structure has really been a
tent with Anerica as the sole tentpole, depending on us.

We know the U K is very nuch a shell of what it used to
be. How do you evaluate the ability of our partners in the
next 5 years to scale up and be ready to defend thensel ves?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, | think the ongoing NATO
summt and the |ikely outcone of a conmtnent to increase
def ense spending is going to result in real capability, and
if confirmed, I will have a key role in ensuring that it is
real capability and that it is the right capability to neet
capability targets that the Alliance has agreed upon.

| also think that, you talked a little bit about the
I ndustrial base here on the United States side of Atlantic,
| think the European industrial base al so requires
I nvestnent, and that is why, as part of that 5 percent,
sone of that nobney going into infrastructure, | think, is
going to be absolutely essential to all ow sustained
I nvestment in the industrial base that incentivizes
conpani es to keep production |ines open so they can neet

t hat demand signal when conbatant commands nake it, in tine
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of crisis, as you eloquently descri bed.

Senat or Sheehy: Geat. Thanks for your answers.

Chairman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Sheehy.
Senat or Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, Chairman W cker, Ranking
Menmber Reed, for of course holding this hearing. | want to
t hank the nom nees for your service, your willingness to
continue to serve, and congratul ati ons on your nom nati ons.
| see your famlies here. 1| can tell by the smles how
proud they are of you, and we are thankful that you serve
along with them as well.

Adm ral Cooper, of course it is wonderful to see you
again. | very much, as you know, enjoyed visiting NAVCENT
in 2023 in Bahrain. And we |earned so nuch about the Fifth
Fl eet, and | know about your work, really, to pronote
stability in the Mddl e East.

And | want to take just a nonent to thank our brave
servi cenenbers who conducted these strikes on Iran this
past weekend. And we know, and you know, everybody
wat chi ng, that we have to do everything in our power to
ensure the safety of all of our troops, all of our
per sonnel depl oyed throughout the region. So | appreciate
their service and all of your sacrifice.

So about the long-termstrategy to deter lIran, as we

wait to assess the inpact of this weekend' s strikes on
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Iran's nucl ear program we cannot forget Iran's continued
support for terrorismthroughout the region. Thankfully,
Iran is on its back legs. The fall of Assad's brutal
dictatorship in Syria is al ready having profound

I nplications for Iran, which supported Assad's regi ne since
2011. Coupled with Hamas' defeat in Gaza and the
decapitation of Hezbollah's | eadership in Lebanon, Assad's
col l apse has left Tehran weaker and nore isolated than it
has been in decades.

However, across the region Iran continues to work
agai nst Anmerican interests and poses one of the greatest
and persistent threats to U.S. and coalition forces over
the years. Sadly, hundreds of Anericans have been kill ed
by Iranian-aligned militias, including three soldiers
killed | ast year in Jordan. But our response after the
fact has been a strategy that is nore reactive than
proacti ve.

Adm ral, can you discuss the specific threats Irani an-
backed mlitias pose to the U S. coalition forces, and what
w Il you advocate that we do, if confirned, to proactively
counter or target them and does CENTCOM have the necessary
authorities to target these mlitias, other than the
ability to act in self-defense, that is so critical?

Adm ral Cooper: Senator, first, great to see you

again, and fond nenories fromthe trip to Bahrain several

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

104

years ago.

| think you have well described what others have
described as a seismc shift in the region, a tectonic
shift strategically with respect to Hamas, Hezbol |l ah, the
Assad regine's collapse, activities with the Houthis.

If we reflect on about the last 20 nonths, | think it
Is inportant to renmenber the lranian-maligned mlitia group
and the Hout his have attacked Anericans about 500 tines. |
do not think that is particularly well understood, but that
I s about the nunber.

And so in this ensuing period we have i npl enent ed
dozens of specific neasures to enhance the security of our
men and wonmen at sea and on bases throughout the region.

It is our nunber one priority today, and if confirned, it
woul d continue to be ny nunber one priority, protecting our
men and wonen.

Senator Rosen: And can you advi se how we work to stop
that flow of Iranian weapons to the proxies throughout the
M ddl e East, to stop these?

Adm ral Cooper: W work with partners each and every
day, a variety of partners, whether it is in Syria wth the
SDF, with our Iraqgi friends, with friends at sea, because
the flow goes in the air, on the sea, and on | and.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | want to nove over to you

now, GCeneral, and tal k about China's | essons from Ukrai ne,
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because China has been identified as the pacing chall enge
for the Departnent of Defense across both the Trunp and the
Bi den adm nistrations. As fornmer CIA Director Burns said,
and | amgoing to quote here, "No one is watching U. S.
support for Ukraine nore closely than Chinese | eaders," and
t hat abandoni ng Ukraine would be, and I am going to quote
again, "one of the surest ways to rekindle Chinese
perceptions of Anmerican feckl essness and st oke Chinese

aggr essi veness. "

So CGeneral, what nessage does it send to China if the
U S. ceases to support Ukraine, and what |essons is
Chairman Xi likely to take fromthe conflict of the
Russi ans are able to achieve their objectives?

General Grynkewi ch: Senator, the President has been
very clear on his objectives in Ukraine are to achieve an
end to the war and a ceasefire, and if confirned, ny
responsibility will be to provide hima w de range of
options in order to achieve that objective.

| think, in terns of the |essons from UWkraine, froma
purely mlitary perspective, | would tell you there is a
ton of them W are at a pivot in the character of war,

t he use of drone technol ogy, whether it is one-way attack
drones that Iran has supplied to the Russians that have
been used agai nst Ukrainian cities, whether it is North

Korean support in ballistic mssiles and troops. All of
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Taiwan, and | think we are |earning just as nuch as the
Chi nese are fromour current partnership wth Ukraine.

Senator Rosen: Well, | amgoing to take this question
for off the record because ny tine is up. But | amjust
going to let you hear it here. How do you think a rapid
end to the war in Ukraine in Russia's favor will affect the
United States' standing around the world? And | amglad to
take that off the record, unless the Chairman rul es
ot herwi se. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator
Sheehy, do you wi sh to engage in a second round of
guesti oni ng?

Senat or Sheehy: [l naudible.]

Chairman Wcker: | want to thank our w tnesses and
t hank nenbers of the Commttee.

For the information of nenbers, questions for the
record wll be due to the Conmttee by 6 p.m today. And
with that, and with the thanks of the Commttee to our
W t nesses, we are adjourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:41 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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