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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BUDGET
REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2026 AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE
PROGRAM

Wednesday, June 18, 2025

U S. Senate
Commttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a. m,

I n Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Conm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Wcker, Fischer,
Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan, Cramer, Scott, Tuberville,
Mul I'in, Budd, Schmtt, Banks, Sheehy, Reed, Shaheen,

Gl librand, Blunenthal, Hi rono, Kaine, King, Warren,

Peters, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, and Sl otkin.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U. S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: M watch says 9:30, and we thank
peopl e for being here with enthusiasm But this hearing
now convenes to hear testinony concerning the President's
fiscal year 2026 budget request. | welcone Secretary
Hegset h, Chairman Caine, and Acting Conptroller MacDonnell.

As we review the past 5 nonths, the President and the
Depart nent of Defense have nmuch to be proud of. The
Adm nistration has |argely succeeded in refocusing the
Pent agon on warfighting. Qur recruitnment nunbers have
dramatically inproved. That is a very inportant
achi evenent and one we will continue to cel ebrate.

The U.S. mlitary has played a significant supporting
role in the President's whol esal e success at our southern
border. He has achi eved operational control over the
situation, a position the vast majority of Anmericans
support.

I n Operation Rough Rider, the President inposed costs
on the Houthis. The operation was well executed by our
servi cenenbers, and it appears to have achieved its stated
objectives for now Simlarly, the President has
relentlessly struck al-Qaeda and ISIS terrorists. Those
stri kes have hel ped to open up space for diplomatic

breakt hroughs in Syria, and they have prevented significant
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external attacks that could have emanated from Somal i a.

Unfortunately, the Axis of Aggressors is resilient.

It is hell-bent on challenging Anerican gl obal | eadership.

It is clearer than ever that Vladimr Putin is
uninterested in President Trunp's and President Zel enskyy's
offers for real peace negotiations. The Europeans are
heeding the President's call to re-arm but we are in a
tenuous period. A precipitate withdrawal of U S. forces
from Europe could undo all that progress.

In Asia, the Chinese Communi st Party continues its
canpai gn of aggression against its neighbors and still
di spl ays open anbitions to retake Taiwan. Secretary
Hegseth recently made this crucial point in an inportant
speech in Shangri-La. He said, and |I quote, "China seeks
to becone a hegenonic power in Asia," unquote. He is
right. China intends to use mlitary force to achieve Xi
Ji nping's goal s.

Meanwhile, in the Mddle East, the Ayatollah is hiding
as his reginme crunbles. He still refusing to negoti ate.

In short, this is the nost dangerous national security
nmonment since World War 11. Unconstrai ned, aggressive
dictators are on the nove, and, inportantly, the character
of warfare is rapidly changing. That is a dangerous
conmbi nati on. W cannot have an Anerican-|led CGol den Age of

peace and prosperity if we fail to navigate these historic
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security chall enges.

President Trunp is actively working to protect
Anmerican interests against four main adversaries: Xi
Jinping and his Chinese Communi st Party, Madimr Putin's
mlitarized Russia, KimJong Un's North Korea, and the
Ayatollah's religious fanatics, including his web of
terrorists. Qur Commander in Chief deserves a mlitary
capabl e of maintaining deterrence and applying force when
necessary to protect U S. interests, as he has done in
Yenen. | regret to say that this fiscal year 2026 budget
request wll not deliver that mlitary.

When Secretary Hegseth testified before this Commttee
in his confirmation hearing, he nade the correct point that
spending | ess than 3 percent of GDP on defense woul d be,
and | quote, "very dangerous," unquote. Wat we have in
front of us is an inadequate budget request w th precious
little detail and no foll ow on data about fiscal years

2027, 2028, or 2029. W nust assune -- and, in fact, we

have heard -- that OMB intends to nmaintain defense spendi ng
at $893 billion across the 4 years of this adm nistration.
So even with a one-tine, $150 billion reconciliation

I nfusion, this would | eave us at 2.65 percent of GDP by
2029, below the 3 percent of GDP, and well below the 5
percent of GDP that we really, really need. dearly, such

a budget plan would allow the mlitary bal ance to conti nue,
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as it has been, to tilt away fromthe United States and
toward Communi st China. Communi st China has increased its
budget by over 7 percent each year for the past decade.

| know the Secretary fought for a stronger fiscal year
2026 discretionary request, but we need to acknow edge t hat
a flat fiscal year 2026 budget is what OVB delivered. |
expect we wll spend today review ng the nunerous
significant holes in this request, gaps that wll nmake it
much nore difficult for President Trunp to equip our
servi cenenbers and for his advisors to develop credible
mlitary options.

Across the budget, we see significant holes:
shi pbui | di ng, tactical fighters, basic maintenance noney,
and nore -- all insufficient. The budget seens to be
witten as if there are many itens in the reconciliation
package that sinply are not in that bill. This is
confusing, because the text of the reconciliation bill has
been public for quite sone tine.

Chai rman Rogers, of the House, and | worked cl osely
wi th the executive branch, and nmenbers of this Commttee,
on the contents of the package. This budget threatens to
underm ne the good work we have done together on that bill,
and it |leads ne to question whether sone officials in the
Adm ni stration plan to i gnore congressional intent.

| believe ignoring congressional intent would be a
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wr ong- headed decision for the United States of Anerica. W
all work for the Anerican people, and we share largely
| dentical goals when it cones to deterring Xi Jinping,
Viadimr Putin, and other threats. W need to work nuch
nore closely together on investnent strategies and actions
necessary to rebuild our industrial base.

The President and the Congress want action on
rei ndustrialization. W want to rebuild the Arsenal of
Denocracy. W need action on industrial base integration,
streanl i ned weapons sal es, and cooperation with our allies
and partners. W agree on fundanentally changi ng the way
t he DoD budgets and handl es acquisition. Now we need to
agree on providing the nen and wonen of the Departnent of
Def ense with the resources they need to do their jobs. W
have no tinme to waste, and we nust commt to conti nued
col | aborati on now.

Wth that | turn to ny friend and col |l eague, Senator

Reed, for his renarks.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senat or Reed: Thank you very much, M. Chairman. M.
Secretary, General Caine, Ms. MacDougall [sic], welcone.

M. Secretary, as the Chairman has said, this is a
dangerous nonment. As we speak, mssiles are striking
cities across Israel and Iran, threatening to ignite a
regional war. There should be no doubt that for the safety
of the United States and the rest of the world Iran cannot
acquire a nucl ear weapon. However, Prinme Mnister
Net anyahu' s decision to preenptively launch a war with
| ran, against the urging of the President, threatens the
stability of the entire region and the safety of Anericans
stationed there.

The Trunp adm nistration nust take urgent steps to
prevent a wider war. M. Secretary, | would ask you to be
crystal clear this norning about the Adm nistration's
posture toward Iran.

More broadly, Russia continues its bl oody assault on
Ukr ai ne, unnoved by President Trunp's negotiating tactics,
and China is threatening our allies in the Indo-Pacific as
Anerica, once again, redirects its attention to the Mddle
East. This is a nonent that requires | eadershinp,

expertise, and confidence fromthe Departnent of Defense,

and M. Secretary, | amconcerned, frankly, that these
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qualities have been eroded under your | eadership.

I n your opening statenent you wite, quote, "At the
Depart ment of Defense we are sweeping away di stractions to
focus on our core mission of warfighting," close quote.
ama bit skeptical. Since you were sworn in, nuch of the
Pent agon has been in disarray. You have purged thousands
of defense experts, gutted oversight offices, and surround
yoursel f w th hand-picked | oyalists. You have fired a
nunber of our nost acconplished generals and admirals with
no expl anation nor replacenent. Your chief of staff,
several top policy advisors, and chief spokesman have al
ei ther resigned or been fired.

This is a legitimate problemfor our national defense.
Much of the Pentagon seens to have been paral yzed by
I nfighting and stripped of expert staff at a tinme when we
need stability and professionalism M. Secretary, you
must address this so the rest of the Departnent can be
| aser-focused on their m ssions.

| am al so concerned about your forays into diplomacy.
The Secretary nust be a capable statesman, especially in
t hi s dangerous gl obal environnment. During your first
official trip to Europe you made unfortunate m stakes,

I ncl udi ng by accidentally conceding Arerica's negotiating
| everage to Russia when you announced, quote, "we nust

start by recognizing that returning to Ukraine's 2014
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borders is an unrealistic objective,” and, quote, "the
United States does not believe that NATO nenbership for
Ukraine is a realistic outcone of a negotiated settlenent."

The State Departnent wal ked back your comments, but |
worry that they cost us lasting credibility during peace
negotiations and with our European allies. And M.
Secretary, | hope you have | earned fromthese episodes.

The key to our | ong-earned success agai nst China,
Russia, and Iran, and others depends on our ability to
equip our forces wwth the ships, aircraft, and weapons
needed to effectively deter themor, if necessary, defeat
them M. Secretary, you have said that readiness is your
top priority, but |I amconcerned by a nunmber of actions you
have taken that seemto distract fromreadi ness.

For exanple, you are in the process of firing 8
percent of the defense workforce, or 75,000 enpl oyees, and
you recently gutted the Ofice of the Director of
Operational Tests and Eval uation, which is responsible for
testi ng new weapons and platfornms for warfighters. You
have argued that these cuts were needed to elimnate
wast eful spendi ng, but you have sinultaneously pledged
hundreds of mllions of dollars to convert a second-hand
Qatari jet to be Air Force One. These decisions do not
seemto align with readiness.

Simlarly, over the past 2 weeks, you have ordered
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4,700 National Guard troops and marines into Los Angel es,
against the will of the Governor and mayor. These forces
are in addition to the 13,000 troops you have deployed to

t he sout hern border, and separate fromthe 20,000 Nati onal
Guard troops requested by DHS to hel p | CE conduct, quote,
"interior immgration efforts.” As a consequence, military
units have cancelled their national training center
rotations and wasted invariable hours and resources
perform ng DHS activities unrelated to their warfighting

m Ssi ons.

| cannot imagine a faster way to erode mlitary
readi ness and distract fromour ability to deter China,
Russi a, and Iran.

You also claimthat nerit is the only neasurable
performance under your |eadership. That is a worthy
principle. However, you refused to explain you fired many
of our nost senior mlitary officers, including the Chief
of Naval Operations and the Commander of Cyber Command.
Al'l of these positions remain unfilled, which weakens our
mlitary, as, inportantly, these officers were fired
w t hout any justification, indeed wi thout considering
nmerit, which creates the worst possible outcone for a

mlitary force, fear throughout the ranks that one should

not speak up, should not refuse an illegal order, and
shoul d not call out abuse nor question decisions. | fear
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that | ast week's disturbing display of partisanship at
President Trunp's event at Fort Bragg is an exanpl e of
this.

M. Secretary, | hope you understand the grave risks
of politicizing the mlitary, and that you will commt to
preventing it.

Finally, you have pledged to be transparent as
Secretary of Defense. Yet, to date you have not held a
singl e press conference at the Pentagon. Instead, you have
evicted news outlets fromthe building, overwhel mngly
restricted press access, and searched for |eaks wthin your
own staff, even threatening general officers wth polygraph
tests. This is not transparency, and it is a disservice to
t he Anerican people who deserve to know what their mlitary
I s doi ng.

Utimtely, M. Secretary, this is a dangerous nonent,
and you nust better denonstrate | eadership, expertise, and
conpetence atop the Pentagon. You are the ninth Secretary
of Defense | have overseen as a nmenber of this Comm ttee.
In fact, this is the 26th tine | have question a Secretary
of Defense during their annual posture hearing. | have
di sagreed wth each and every one of them on issues of
policy and strategy, sone nore frequently than others, but
| have al ways been able to work with them openly and

earnestly, because we shared a commobn agreenent that our
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nati onal defense supersedes parti sanship.

12

It is disappointing so far that we have not been able

to establish such a relationship with this Coormttee and

wi th your Departnent.

today can go a | ong way towards maki ng that possible,

hope we can nake that progress.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Your candid and honest testinony

and |

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Reed. At this

point we will ask our witnesses to summarize their

testinony in 5 mnutes or shorter. And we begin with

Secretary Hegset h.

TP.One
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STATEMENT OF HONCRABLE PETER B. HEGSETH, SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE

Secretary Hegseth: Wll thank you, M. Chairman,
Ranki ng Menber Reed, distinguished nenbers of the
Commttee. W appreciate the opportunity to testify in
full support of President Trunp's proposed fiscal year 2026
budget for the Departnent of Defense. | am honored to
testify al ongsi de General Dan Cai ne, Chairman of the Joint
Chi efs, and Bryn MacDonnell, who is performng the duties
of DoD s Conptroller and Chief Financial Oficer.

We are also very proud to represent our warriors and
their famlies. And today, as they do every day, they are
keepi ng our country safe. They are defendi ng our honel and.
They are standing up to Communi st China. They are working
hand-in-glove with our allies and partners. They are
achi evi ng peace t hrough strength.

| would like to start by thanking this Conmttee and
Congress for your bipartisan |eadership to give our troops
a big pay raise in 2025. That includes an additional 10
percent raise for our junior enlisted servicenenbers, E-1
to E-4. Thank you for supporting our initiatives that
I nprove quality of l[ife for our warriors and their
famlies, things that include making historic investnents
t hi s budget, making historic investnents in living

conditions in barracks, in base housing. This budget
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reforns the PCS process to reduce the cost and stress of
noves for famlies. W have already seen changes there.
And we inproved the quality of care provided by our defense
heal th care system

The best part of ny job is neeting and interreacting
wth troops and their famlies. Wen we hear their
concerns we know what it is like to face these chall enges.
| have been there recently.

Each of these initiatives responds to feedback that we
have gotten fromthe force. W are |listening, and we are
al ways | ooking for ways to inprove quality of life for
t hose who serve.

Under President Trunp's | eadership, this budget puts
American first, and gives our warriors what they need. The
$961.6 billion budget request, nore than $1 trillion for
nati onal security, wll end 4 years of chronic
underinvestnent in our mlitary.

As is customw th first-year adm ni stration budget
rel eases, additional tinme was necessary to inplenent
presidential initiatives. So in the |last 4 nonths we have
nmoved qui ckly to reverse course after 4 years of weakness
and m smanagenent. W found nearly $30 billion in savings
across the Departnent, and this savings, if you add this
savings to our overall budget, we are increasing the DoD

budget in 2026 by $143 billion. W do that by killing

14
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wast eful prograns, targeting bureaucratic excess, and
redirecting funding fromBiden-era priorities to President
Trunp's priorities.

We are working with the Departnent of Honel and
Security to increase border security, to reduce China's
mal i gn influence in the Western Hem sphere, to defend
freedom of navigation in the Red Sea. However, as we woul d
all acknow edge, there is nore work to do.

| have got three core priorities in the Departnent:
restore the warrior ethos, rebuild our mlitary, and
reestablish deterrence.

First, we are restoring the warrior ethos. President
Trunp has charged ne to focus relentlessly on warfighting,
| ethality, neritocracy, standards, and readi ness, and that
Is exactly what we are doing. W are setting standards
that are high, equal, and unwavering. DEl is dead. W
replaced it with a color-blind, gender-neutral, nerit-based
approach, and the force is responding incredibly.

Because of President Trunp and his Anerica First
priorities, recruitnment and retention are higher than they
have been in decades, historic surge of young Americans who
want to join our mlitary.

Second, we are rebuilding our mlitary. Twenty-five
years ago, our mlitary was unchall enged. Yet we

squandered that advantage as China carried out an
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unprecedented mlitary build-up. President Trunp is
correcting that.

We are reviving our defense industrial base, reformng
our acquisitions process, rapidly fielding enmerging
t echnol ogi es and new weapons to neet the chall enges of the
future. This budget invests $25 billion in Gol den Dome for
Anerica, a down paynent on President Trunp's priority to
defend our honeland. It also commts nore than $62 billion
t o noderni ze and sustain our nuclear forces as we face
ri sing nucl ear dangers. The budget allocated $3.5 billion
for the F-47, the world's first sixth-generation air
superiority fighter.

The budget will revitalize our shipbuilding industrial
base with $6 billion in funding in fiscal year 2026, and
that is on top of $47 billion overall for shipbuilding.

The budget significantly increases funds to buy next-
generation technol ogy, including autononous systens, |ong-
range drones, |ong-range fires, and hypersonics.

W will put these capabilities in the hands of our
warfighters, ensuring we renmain the nost lethal force in
the world for generations to cone.

And third, we are reestablishing deterrence. Wen an
opponent sees our well-equi pped and tough-as-nails
warriors, they will decide that today is not the day to

test U S. resol ve. Credi ble deterrence, it starts at hone,
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and it starts with securing our borders. As was nentioned
by the Chairman, we are working to achieve 100 percent
operational control of the border. 1llegal crossings have
decreased 99.9 percent, and it was just reported today that
CBP released zero illegals into the U S. |ast nonth, down
from62,000 released into the interior |ast My.

The Indo-Pacific is our priority theater, and China is
our pacing threat. That is why | have traveled twice to
that region to visit our forces and neet with our allies
and partners. As we shift toward the Indo-Pacific, we are
| ooking nore to our allies and partners to be force
multipliers alongside the United States, and we are naking
progress in that. W applaud those allies who are stepping
up, but others need to do nore, and quickly.

At the NATO heads of state neeting next week, we
expect NATO allies to commt to spending 5 percent of GDP
on defense and defense-rel ated i nvestnent, an al npost
I nconcei vabl e acconpl i shnment when President Trunp started
that project in his first term And with NATO steppi ng up,
we now have a new standard for allied defense spending that
all of our allies around the world, including in Asia,
shoul d nove to. As the President has rightly pointed out,
it is only fair that our allies and partners do their part.
We cannot want their security nore than they do.

The Departnent of Defense is executing a conmobnsense
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agenda to achi eve peace through strength. W know t he
threats we face are serious, and so our investnents are, as
well. And that is what this budget does. It matches
capabilities to threats. W long for peace so we prepare
for war. W nust overcone decades of negl ect and decli ne.
We nust fortify our position as the world's nost | ethal
fighting force, and we have to act fast because our
opponent s are.

This Conmittee is our critical partner. W appreciate
your | eadership and oversight, which is essential. And I
| ook forward to acconplishing these goals to achi eve peace
t hrough strength, support our warriors, protect our
citizens and our taxpayers, together with you.

May God grant us the wisdomto see what is right and
the courage to do it. Thank you.

[ The prepared statenent of Secretary Hegseth foll ows:]

18
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, M. Secretary.

Gener al
testi nony?

Gener al

Chai rman W cker:

Gener al

t hat target.

TP.One

Court Reporting

Cail ne,

Cai ne:

Cai ne:

do you wish to summari ze your

Yes, sSir.

Thank you, sir.

Scheduling@TP.One
www.TP.One

w |

You are recogni zed for 5 m nutes.

try to hit

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

STATEMENT OF GENERAL J. DANI EL CAI NE, USAF, CHAl RVAN
OF THE JO NT CH EFS OF STAFF

General Caine: Yes, sir. Chairman Wcker, Ranking
Menber Reed, nenbers of the Commttee, thank you for being
here. | amhonored to join Secretary Hegseth and Ms. Bryn
MacDonnel | to appear before you today to testify on the
President's fiscal year 2026 budget.

Today's hearing reflects our shared commtnent to
maxi m ze efficiency, accountability of our taxpayers'
dol l ars, and ensuring every expenditure increases the
|l ethality and survivability of your Joint Force, providing
our warfighters with the advanced capabilities and cutting-
edge technol ogy required to dom nate our adversari es.

| have deep gratitude for everyone in this room and
our shared commtnent to help deliver the capability and
capacity that the Joint Force needs. That goes to our
civilians and their famlies as we work to deliver peace
t hrough overwhel m ng strength. And | want to echo the
Secretary's comments regardi ng our brave nmen and wonen
servi ng abroad today.

It is nmy responsibility, as Chairman, to understand,
advi se, and integrate our Joint Force to confront and
manage the risks worldwi de. This demands a conprehensive
under st andi ng of every donmin, across every service, and

across every region, across all tinme horizons. It also
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requi res maki ng and advocating for difficult decisions that
prioritize the finite taxpayer resources that we have in
order to ensure the greatest inpact and capability for our
war f i ght ers.

The President's budget enables the Joint Force to
defend our great nation from adversaries seeking to do us
harm and we are relentless in the pursuit of innovation
and technol ogies that allows us to hopefully deter, but if
need be, win, on battlefields of the future.

Thi s budget enpowers the Joint Force to get after the
Secretary's three pillars -- restoring the warrior ethos,
rebuilding our mlitary, and reestablishing deterrence --
and ensures that the Joint Force is properly arned,
globally integrated, and ready to go.

The President's budget invests in our warfighting
capabilities to wn, as | said, on the battlefields of the
future. We nust be properly arned, with the right
capabilities, lethal, nodern, reliable, survivable, and at
scale, in order to wn. Victory requires people and
platforns that overmatch the eneny's systens and wor k under
t he harshest conditions to ensure our decisive edge.

Thi s budget gives the necessary tools to reinvigorate
our national and defense industrial base. Qur nation is
full of incredible talent, and we need to unlock every bit

of it.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

Thi s budget al so hel ps us becone nore gl obally
I ntegrated, which is one of ny main jobs. W are, in the
Joint Force, relationship entrepreneurs, working together
with the mlitary but also with our allies and partners,
the interagency, and industry to nmake sure that we are
connected before crisis or conflict. And this budget hel ps
us to integrate that conbat capability as our commanders
and | eaders consider actions and activities, not at the
point that we are in a crisis somewhere.

Finally, the President's budget reflects our mandate
to stay ready, always on the account, anticipating the next
fight, and making sure that everyone is ready to go.

But the nost inportant conponent is our people. The
budget makes neani ngful investnents in our servicenenbers
and their famlies, inproving quality of life for housing,
nmedi cal care, and the ever-inportant noving process. As
our nost precious asset, we have to deliver for our people.

| want to highlight one of themtoday. Sitting behind
nme is Colonel Matt Jemmott. Many fol ks know Matt up on the
H Il today. It is probably his last hearing in uniform
which after 31 years he graduates fromservice later this
year. He has been |ike a pterodactyl for the Joint Force,
al ways delivering and advocating for us.

Chairman Wcker: Pterodactyls are very, very old.

Ceneral Caine: Yes, sSir. | know. You wll note his
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Chai rman Wcker: Can you raise your hand, Col onel?
Thank you. Thank you for your service.

General Caine: It is an honor every day to serve
al ongsi de sone of the extraordinary warriors and civilian
teanmmat es that our nation has to offer.

| assure this Commttee that the Joint Force remains
commtted and capable, and we are grateful for your
conti nued support.

| want to also highlight the | eaders that will cone
before this Commttee in the com ng days, which wll be
carefully consi dered by each of you for the general and
flag officer assignnments. They are all extraordinary.

| am mi ndful, and m ndful, and grateful for those that
are currently deployed right now They are on ny mnd and
in nmy heart, and | know the Secretary's, as well. And |
continue to hold a special renenbrance for our fallen and
the famlies of our fallen, who show us what right | ooks
li ke.

Thank you for your tinme, and wwth that | | ook forward
to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General Caine follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Very skillful use of tine, General.
And Ms. MacDonnell, we will not require an opening
statenent fromyou. Thank you for being avail able for
guestions today.

Now we nmove to rounds of 5-m nute questions. And |et
me say, we expect full attendance today, and | expect all
menbers will want to ask questions. | have tried to be
very skillful, sonetines, in nmy nenbership on this
Commttee to ask a very involved question with about 20
seconds to go innm 5 mnutes. W wll not be using that
practice today, or we will be here in the wee hours of the
early eveni ng.

At this point let nme begin by asking Secretary Hegseth
about congressional intent. W worry about the explicit
choi ces that the Congress has nade, that have been enacted
into law by the President. 1In the fiscal year 2026 budget,
the decision cane to us, surprisingly, to zero out
destroyers, even though Congress intended for
reconciliation to give the industrial base the ability with
athird DDGin fiscal years 2027 and in 2029.

| have asked this of every nom nee fromthe Depart nent
who has cone before us about honoring congressional intent.
W will put funds in the reconciliation funds, working wth

t he House, and working with the Adm nistration to get the

signature on the bill, and we w il make cl ear al ongside
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that the specific congressional intent. | have asked this
of every official, and I wll ask you, as well, M.
Secretary. Do you commt to follow ng congressional
i ntent, unequivocally, on reconciliation?

Secretary Hegseth: Well, thank you for the question,
M. Chairman. Yes. Qur team|ooks forward to working with
this Conmttee, both through the budget process and
reconciliation, and woul d acknow edge, just as a starting
poi nt of the conversation, that we are looking at two bills
and one budget at the Defense Departnent. So as we have
di scussi ons about allocation, we nay sonetinmes be talking
about different nunbers because of that. But from our
perspective, we built a budget to $960 billion.

Chairman Wcker: Are you qualifying your explicit
yes? Because we have not had that from any of the other
W t nesses that have cone before us. |f our congressional
I ntent, alongside the nunbers in reconciliation, is
explicitly expressed, do you commt to follow ng
congressional intent, unequivocally, in reconciliation?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes. W just wanted to clarify
the entirety of the budget from our perspective.

Chai rman Wcker: Wll, thank you very nuch.

Now you said once before that -- and | quoted in ny
openi ng statenment, M. Secretary -- that going below 3

percent of GDP woul d be very dangerous. That was your

25
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testinony in January. O course, you know well that we are
asking our allies in Europe and NATOto go to 5 percent,
and it has been the intention of nbost of us on the
Commttee that the United States | ead by exanple, and, in
fact, follow the Peace Through Strength exanpl e of
Presi dent Reagan and his admnistration of getting to 5
per cent .

| understand that if you put reconciliation and the
budget request together for this year it exceeds 3 percent.
But if we go back to that sane baseline for the next 3
years after that, we will be under 3 percent. W intend to
fix that. But do you still agree that going bel ow 3
percent woul d be a, quote, "very dangerous,"” unquote,
choi ce?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, sir, and so does the
President of the United States, which is why this budget
I ncreases fromfiscal year 2025 13 percent. It puts us at
3.5 percent of GDP on defense and we feel like it is a
generational increase in defense capabilities. And when
you add that al ongside the $30 billion we have already
found in savings and repurposed, that is where | get to the
$143 billion in additional spending in defense.

Chai rman Wcker: And you agree, M. Secretary, that
in future years it would be very dangerous to go bel ow t hat

3 percent.
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Secretary Hegseth: As | said in ny remarks, we are
going to match budget to threats, and so yes, in the future
we anticipate threats |ike we have today, so | would
anticipate a robust budget in the future, yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Wuld you pl ease be kind enough to
answer ny question? Wuld going below 3 percent in future
fiscal years be, quote, "very dangerous," unquote, as you
said in your statenent in January?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, sir, and | believe the

President of the United States definitely feels the sane

way.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, sir. Senator Reed.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nuch --

Chai rman Wcker: And | yield back 5 seconds.

Senator Reed: | wll take those 5 seconds.

Chairman Wcker: OCh no, sir. That is not the way it
wor ks.

Senator Reed: First, let nme apol ogize to M.
MacDonnel |, who | said was Ms. MacDougall. You are Irish,
right?

Ms. MacDonnell: M husband is. Yes, sir.

Senator Reed: Well, that is good enough. Thank you.
You were Scotch for a few mnutes. But | apol ogize, ma' am

And M. Secretary, you have fired a nunber of generals

and flag officers, and you clearly have the authority to do

27
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that, but there was no cause given. And it is also deeply
concerning that it is taking a long tine to appoi nt
successors. | understand that today you announced that the
nom nee for CNOw Il be Admral Daryl Caudle. |Is that
right?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, sir.

Senator Reed: Well, we still have many of these
posi tions open, including U S. Cyber Conmmand, which is
absolutely critical. Do you believe that this |ack of
nom nated | eaders is affecting our warfighting abilities?

Secretary Hegseth: Sir, | believe we all serve at the
pl easure of the President, and in every single position we
are looking for the right man or woman to fill that role,
to execute on behalf of the m ssions of this Departnent,
and we are doing it expeditiously in every case.

Senat or Reed: Again, do you have any antici pation of
when will we see the nom nee for Cyber Conmand?

Secretary Hegseth: Sir, as | nentioned before, we
have a very capabl e deputy at Cyber Command who has taken
the helm So it is not as if it is without |eadership.
Very much so. But as recently as yesterday we had a hi gh-
| evel discussion of exactly what that wll be.

Senator Reed: M. Secretary, in your opening
statenment you stated, "At the Departnent of Defense we are

sweepi ng away distractions to focus on our core m ssion of
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warfighting." However, since your confirmation your office
has been consuned by high turnover and disarray. At |east
three senior aides were fired and subsequently investigated
for | eaks, alleged |leaks, to the press. Your first Chief
of Staff has since left his position. And to the best of
my knowl edge that position is vacant. The inspector

general is review ng your use of Signal after sending
sensitive information pertaining to mlitary operations in
Yenmen, not only to senior governnent officials but to your
w fe, your brother, and your personal |awer. Finally,
according to press reports, you have threatened pol ygraph
tests agai nst senior nenbers of the mlitary.

As | said in ny opening statenent, this is a dangerous
world. You know that. And this turnoil in your office is
not contributing, | think, to the clarity and
t hought f ul ness and deci si veness necessary.

Secretary Hegseth: Sir, | would just say the nedia
| oves sensational headlines that are not connected at al
toreality. |If you |look at the execution of our office and
what we have done on the President's priorities | amvery
proud of what we have been able to do in 140 days. And
when you nove fast, to reestablish deterrence and restore
our warrior ethos and rebuild a mlitary, it is going to
come with sone changes.

But when you | ook at the | eadership structure, both in
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uni formand on the civilian side of the Defense Departnent,
It is as strong and capable as it has ever been. And |
woul d contrast it with the chaos of the world under the
previous adm nistration -- the debacle in Afghani stan, war
unl eashed i n Ukraine, what happened on Cctober 7th. That
was a view of weakness and chaos unl eashed by the Bi den
adm ni strati on under the previous Defense Secretary.

So if a few changes have to be nade in the first
portion of nmy termin order to get it right, I think that
IS pretty acceptable to establish deterrence and rebuild
our mlitary and restore the warrior ethos.

Senator Reed: Well, M. Secretary, you can cite those
exanples. History, | mght have a different perspective.
As | understand it, the direction to | eave Afghanistan was
an agreenent with President Trunp in Doha, which left our
forces in very precarious positions since they were there
for a year and they had to cone out. And Taliban knew
that, and they were going after them

But let me nove on to another issue --

Chai rman Wcker: Thirty seconds.

Senator Reed: -- 35. W have had detainees in
Guant anano, and we have used mlitary flights to get them
there. The problem | think, is that sone of these
mlitary flights have not contai ned DHS agents on it, so,

in effect, the mlitary becones not just the custodi al
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agents, they are also the control agents. And that would
seemto ne a violation of mlitary procedures. |Is that
practice continui ng?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, every aspect of that
mssion is in coordination with DHS and with DHS of ficial s.

Senator Reed: So there are no flights with airnmen
only on board?

Secretary Hegseth: Not that | amaware of, sir.

Senator Reed: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed. Senator
Fi sher.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. M.
Secretary, General, M. McDonnell, wel cone.

| serve on both the Arnmed Services and the
Appropriations Commttees, and every year we |egislate
annual authorization and appropriation bill that provide
the policies and the funding for the Departnent. Wile |
am confident we will do so again this year, the
Adm ni stration has nade this process nore difficult by
del aying the delivery of budget materials to Congress.

M. Secretary and CGeneral Caine, | have appreciated
our previous discussions about the need to noderni ze our
nuclear triad and to provide the President with additional
options for regional nuclear deterrence, and to achieve

this we nust have sustained and predictable funding within
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the Departnent's base budget.

| am concerned that the Departnent's fiscal year 2026
request relies too heavily on reconciliation for sonme of
our nucl ear prograns. For exanple, the reconciliation text
I ncludes funding for Sentinel. That is neant to accel erate
and reduce risk in the programover the next several years.
It is not neant to fill a self-inposed gap in funding in a
single fiscal year, created by shortchanging ICBMs in the
base budget.

| understand using reconciliation funding is
relatively newto the Departnent, but | expect us to work
t oget her throughout this cycle so that we can assure that
funds are used as intended, and that the prograns are
adequately funded within that base budget.

General Caine, do you agree that nucl ear nodernization
prograns should be prioritized, both to keep pace with the
threats and to ensure that the President has a full array
of options for nuclear deterrence?

General Caine: | do, Senator, and appreciate your
| eadership on ensuring that we have got the tools that we
need to deliver for the triad of the future.

Senator Fischer: Secretary Hegseth, although progress
has been made the | ast several years, | continue to be
concerned about the ability of our defense industrial base

to produce nunitions at an adequate scale to support our
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warfighters in these nodern conflicts that we have. And
now t hat you have been sworn in and had tine to review the
current state of our industrial base, what nore should the
Depart ment be doing to increase munitions production and
how does this budget request support these objectives?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, it is a great question
that we should be doing everything we can, which is
preci sely what we are doing, at the very highest |evels,
fromnyself to the Deputy Secretary of Defense with
I ndustry. This budget is a 45 percent increase in the
defense industrial base. It invests in critical nunitions
procurenent. It invests in defense supply chains, in
resilience in supply chains, in increased conpetition and
capabilities for outside conpanies to get into the business
of providing critical nunitions.

So across the board we are finding and hiring
I nnovators to nove as quickly as possible, cutting through
t he bureaucracy, the red tape, to deliver those systens in
a world that needs them now nore than ever.

Senator Fischer: Could you get back to ne on tineline
t hat you have set for each of those areas that you
menti oned, and obviously the funding that is going towards
them But | would be interested in what you are setting
for yourself for goals for the tinelines and getting that

achi eved.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, nma'am W have those, and we
will get those to you

Senat or Fischer: Thank you. And General Caine, do
you assess that the total nunitions requirenment is
currently aligned wwth the magnitude of the threats that
this country faces, or should the Departnent reviewits
stockpile requirenents to ensure that we are fully prepared
for these nodern conflicts?

CGeneral Caine: Senator, we are always | ooking at the
| essons | earned of past conflicts, to include the nost
recent ones around the world, and taking those and appl yi ng
those to what the future of war mght look like. So we are
al ways evol ving and considering the mx of nunitions that
we need for the Joint Force in order to deliver
overwhel m ng strength.

Senator Fischer: And | would be remss if | did not
bring up spectrum As we | ook towards the Gol den Done and
the i nportance of that, over the next several weeks | hope
we can see sone nore details on that, because we cannot
shoot what we do not see. And | think it is inportant that
all of us here, as well as the public, understand the
| nportance of the spectrumthat the Departnent has in order
to reach that. Thank you

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Fisher, for that

I nportant and correct observation. Senator Shaheen.
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you all very nuch for being
here. News reports this norning suggest that the President
Is actively considering intervening in the situation in the
M ddle East. | understand that we have 40,000 troops
depl oyed in the region, many of whomare in range of
Iranian mssiles. And it is being reported that the
President is being asked to consider providing the bunker
buster bonb that is required to be carried only by the B-2
bonmber and would require a U.S. pilot. That raises real
concerns about what retaliation mght nean for the safety
and stability of the entire region and our troops and
Anericans who are in the region.

So can you tell us, M. Secretary, are you considering
mlitary action that would bring us into active
hostilities, and whether you expect a decision to be nade
on that any tine in the next few days?

Chai rman Wcker: Just bearing in mnd, and you can
stop the clock, we will be going into a classified portion
of the hearing |ater on. But proceed, M. Secretary.

Senat or Shaheen: | understand that, M. Chairmn, but
| think this is a question that is very inportant for the
Anmerican public to hear.

Chairman Wcker: | just wanted to make it clear that
there woul d be an opportunity --

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.
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Chairman Wcker: ~-- to get very deep into that. Go
ahead.

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, | agree with the
Chai rman. Most of what | can or should say would be
reserved for a classified setting. | would say the
Presi dent, obviously, any decisions on this matter are at
the presidential level. He has comuni cated very clearly
for quite sonme tine --

Senat or Shaheen: | do understand that, M. Secretary,
but ny question for you is whether you have been asked
actively to provide options for the President regarding a
strike in the Mddl e East.

Secretary Hegseth: If | had, or I had not, | would
not disclose that in this forum Senator. Qur job, the
Chairman and |, at all times, is to nmake sure the President
has options and is inforned of what those options mght be
and what the ram fications of those options m ght be.

Senat or Shaheen: | appreciate that. Thank you.

Secretary Hegseth: You nentioned the troops in the
regi on.

Senat or Shaheen: | expect --

Secretary Hegseth: Wth nmaxi mum force protection at
all times is being maintained.

Senat or Shaheen: | would hope that as soon as

consi deration about action is determned that the public
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wi |l be informed about that.

Six of us on this Conmttee just returned fromthe
| argest air showin the world. It was very inpressive to
see the innovation and technol ogy fromour industry on
aerospace. And one of the concerns that | heard from nany
of the conpanies that | tal ked to was about the potenti al
to partner with our allies and partners for innovation for
co-production. And one concern | heard was about the
proposed review of the AUKUS agreenent. That is after the
Australian governnent has already contributed half a
billion dollars to our submarine industrial base, and
Anmerican and U. K. shipbuil ders have nmade capital
I nvestnents to support the increased denand.

So do you disagree with the position that President
Trunp has taken about AUKUS, that we should nove forward,
and what is the review expected to produce?

Secretary Hegseth: Well, Senator, | think reviews are
al ways prudent, but those reviews actually conme after
conversations | have had with the Mnister of Defense
Healey in the U K and Marles in Australia, |ong, personal
conversations about the status of this arrangenent, both
aspects of it.

So we are reviewing it because that is what the
Def ense Departnent ought do to make sure it fits the

priorities of the President and that our defense and
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shi pbui I di ng i ndustrial base can support, ensure that we
are clear on all sides of that, on either pillar, and then
on Pillar 2 identifying specifically the ways we can work

t oget her nost neaningfully to co-produce with our

I ndustrial base, nunitions or other capabilities that woul d
be nost applicable to the threats we face.

Senat or Shaheen: But do you agree that it is
| nportant to increase the capability of our nuclear
deterrent in the Indo-Pacific and that AUKUS is one way to
do that?

Secretary Hegseth: | do, and working through AUKUS --

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

Secretary Hegseth: -- as a possible avenue for that
s a good thing.

Senat or Shaheen: Last week, M. Secretary, during the
SACD appropriations hearing you reaffirnmed the need for an
exenption for the Portsnouth Naval Shipyard to your hiring
freeze. Senator Collins asked you a very rel evant question
on that, and since Senator King and | share that shipyard |
would i ke to ask you again, because we have not yet heard
anything fromyou or fromthe Ofice of Personnel
Managenent about how they are responding to this. DoD has
told us that the Ofice of Personnel Managenent needs to
review every single new hire, one by one, at a tine when we

need 550 people every year just to keep up with the Navy's
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will you commt to talking to OPMon this issue?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
Cot t on.

Senator Cotton: Welcone, everyone. Thank you for
your testinony, and nore inportantly your service.

Secretary Hegseth, the President, at a press gaggle
just now at the White House, said of strikes against Iran,
to Senator Shaheen's question, "I may do it. | may not do
it. | mean, nobody knows what |I'm going to do."

You had referred to these questions as a presidenti al
| evel decision. |Is that right? And | think that is always
true. Advisors advise and Presidents decide. But it is
your job to have contingency plans for everything that the
President may or may not decide. |s that correct?

Secretary Hegseth: That is correct.

Senator Cotton: And no one should be surprised or
scandal i zed that the Pentagon has lots and | ots of
conti ngency pl ans.

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, our job is to have
conti ngency pl ans.

Senator Cotton: It is like in Armageddon, Billy Bob

Thornton's character, Truman, speaking of NASA, could have
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been speaki ng of the Pentagon. "You are geniuses. You are
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just thinking stuff up, and you've got people in another
room backing themup." |Is that right?

Secretary Hegseth: W plan.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. And although it is true
In every part of the governnent, it is probably no nore
true in your Departnent that it is a presidential |evel
decision. This is the President's core constitutional
responsibilities, as the Commander in Chief. | nean, it is
| nportant what he does with Labor and HUD and the rest, but
as the Commander in Chief it is the nost inportant role he
has, and therefore at the Departnent, where you take the
nost direct guidance fromthe President. Everyone in the
Department has to support the President's decisions, once
t hose decisions are made. Correct?

Secretary Hegseth: Correct, Senator. As | have said,
there is only one person that was el ected President of the
United States, and the Anmerican people elected himto nmake
t hese decisions on their behalf. And if and when those
deci sions are nmade, the Departnent is prepared to execute.

Senator Cotton: And | know that you wel cone, and
have, robust policy debates in the Departnent, and no doubt
you have very differing view on many questions, whether it
Is what to do with Iran or what kind of aircraft or ships
we need to build, or what the quality of conmm ssaries are

on our bases. And that is welconed. You need that kind of
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robust debate to nmake the right recommendati ons.

But once the President's decision has been nmade on any
question, that is final, right? That is your standard?

Secretary Hegseth: The President welcones -- | have
watched it in real time -- views on all issues, from al
aspects. But yes, once those have been represented,
intelligence is represented, options represented, up sides,
down sides, threats, of course, when the President nmakes a
call as the Commander in Chief we will execute.

Senator Cotton: Well, thank you. Because | know
there was sone controversy earlier this year inside the
Departnment, and not everyone seened to be on the sane page
that you and the President are, after presidential
deci si ons had been nmade, and you had to make sone tough
decisions there. And | commend you for those decisions. |
think you did the right thing. You have to nake sure that
everyone stays on the sane page and everyone supports
presi dential decisions.

One decision | also want to call out, since we have

not spoken about it here, and I amnot sure we wll, and I
want to commend you for, as well, and commend your team is
t he redesi gnati on of base nanes for Arny bases. |In the

summer of 2020, as a Jacobin fever swept the country during
the BLMriots, it was decided to renanme several Arny bases.

To be honest with you, | think nost soldiers serving on
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t hose bases did not even know who they were naned after.
They just had fond recoll ections for decades of their tine
at Fort Benning, or Fort Bragg, or other places. And |
t hi nk now you have conpleted the effort to redesignate
t hose bases to the nanes that so many generations of
sol diers served at, for new Anerican heroes. |[|s that
right?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes. Al of the previous nanes
for the U S. Arny installations have been returned.

Senator Cotton: Well, thank you. | think that was an
I nspired approach. It conplies with the law. It teaches a
new generation of sol diers about those who went before
them And | hope the matter is settled.

| especially want to comend you for Fort Gordon,
naned after Gary Gordon, one of two Delta operators, along
wi th Randy Shughart, who willingly laid down their life in
the Battl e of Mgadi shu to protect their buddies, not even
in the battle at the tinme, and agai nst commanders' repeated
wi shes, until they pestered the commanders finally to | et
them get on the ground and protect those soldiers on the
ground and laid down their life. | think that was an
I nspi red choi ce.

One final question. You had said that everything
needs to be on the table to address our nunitions crisis.

We all agree on this Commttee. W all have been working
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hard for many years on that. Private industry is very

| nportant, but you have your own organic industrial base --
anmuni tion plants, arsenals, depots -- that is included in
everything, right, that we need to | ook at every possible
source to address every potential chokepoint in our

muni tions supply chain.

Secretary Hegseth: Every possible source.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. General Caine, you agree
with that, | presunme, that our organic industrial base,
especially the arsenals and ammunition plants and depots --

General Caine: | do.

Senator Cotton: -- are a solution to this problem
not a part of the problemor a relic of the past?

General Caine: | do, sir, and | am aware of your
letter to the Arny on that matter, which | know they are
| ooki ng at.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Cotton.
Senator G Il brand.

Senator G llibrand: Secretary Hegseth, this Commttee
has had many hearings about the future of warfare and
maki ng sure that we have the conplenent of warfighters that
we need to win any future wars, and not focus on how we
coul d have done better in the previous war.

One of the areas where | have deep concern is cyber
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defense in this country. | am concerned about cyber
warfare. | am concerned about cyber terrorism | amalso
concerned about the depl oynent of UAS, as we have seen
bei ng extrenely powerful in the war in Ukraine. W have
seen what Iran has done. So | am concerned about our
posture with regard to UAS, a defensive posture with regard
to UAS attacks.

| am very concerned about what happened over many of
our mlitary sites, drone configurations hovering for weeks
W t hout response, no authorities to be able to track where
t hose drones cane fromby the DoD to assess are they
| rani an, are they Chinese, are they Russian, are they on
spy mssions, what is their purpose. I|nadequate
authorities, inadequate defenses, inadequate technol ogy.
The Langl ey incursion is inconprehensible.

On top of that, | amvery concerned that we are not
I nvesting in our cyber professionals, that we do not have
enough cyber offense, enough cyber defense. W have
currently 30,000 open cyber positions within the DoD.

So | would like to hear fromyou, what is your plan to
have cyber defense and cyber warriors at the appropriate
conpl enent, and nunber two, what is your plan to create the
authorities that you need for UAS defense, and to have the
| nadequat e response of this is soneone else's job no | onger

come out of our | eaders?
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Secretary Hegseth: Wll, Senator, thank you for the
guestion. You are right over the target. Cyber needs to
be a part of every single way that we plan and | ook at the
worl d. That gray zone part of conflict, and we cannot cede
that terrain, in any way, to our adversari es.

So you will see the resources in this budget that
invest in that. You wll see it fully integrated in the
pl anni ng and capabilities. And what we are | ooking for in
t he next CYBERCOV and what we are | ooking for there, our
Deputy Secretary of Defense is | eading a charge to nake
sure it fits precisely what the world needs today.

Senator Gllibrand: So we have a programthat this
Comm ttee supported in the last two NDAAs, which is a Cyber
Acadeny, to create a pipeline of young people who do cyber
for service. So they get a state-of-the-art cyber
education at over 600 schools around the country, and then
t hey dedicate the nunber of years they had education to the
Departnent of Defense or the intelligence conmunity. And
right nowit is not being funded.

And right now, because of the hiring freeze, these
ki ds, who have conpleted their degree under the Cyber
Servi ce Acadeny, actually cannot get a job at the DoD or
the intelligence comunity, and they are either going to
have to no | onger serve, which was part of the program who

get enpl oyed sonewhere el se and we | ose them
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So what are you doing to unplug this problem of not
hiring these cyber professionals imediately, because they
are part of the Cyber Service Program and your budget does
not show that you are planning to fill 100 cyber positions
for these young people who want to serve in the | or in the
Depart nent of Defense?

Secretary Hegseth: W will review that aspect of the
hiring freeze and the Cyber Acadeny. W want those
positions filled. W are fully conmtted to it.

And then on counter UAS, which you nentioned, it is, |
nmean, it is areality of the nodern battlefield, whether it
Is in Ukraine or elsewhere, that we have to fully account
for and address, as aggressively as possible. And you have
nmy assurances at the highest levels we are putting our best
peopl e in charge of ensuring we have counter UAS systens
that can match the threats of the future.

Senator Gllibrand: | would like you to prepare for
this Conmttee two letters in response to these
requestions. One, what are you going to do to fill the
1,000 slots for the Cyber Acadeny, and how are you going to
get this hiring freeze taken care of? And two, what is
your plan for increased authorities, increased investnent,
appropriate review of UAS that hover over our mlitary and
nucl ear sites, so this Conmttee has a ful sone response

fromyour whol e team about how you w Il address these two
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probl ens.

Secretary Hegseth: W wll get that to you, Senator,
and authorities -- you are right -- is a huge issue on
count er UAS.

Senator Gllibrand: It is sonething Senator Cotton
and | are commtted to passing. W both serve on
intelligence and Arned Services, and so we share the
urgency on this issue.

Chairman Wcker: And so, M. Secretary, you wll
submt those letters for the record. Thank you, sir.
Thank you, Senator Gl librand. Senator Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. To all of
you, first of all, thank you for your service to our
country.

| have heard now from 25 senior Departnent officials,
I ncl udi ng every service chief and ei ght conbat ant
commanders that vacating the 3.1 to 3.45 G4z and the 7-8
GHz bands of the spectrum woul d have significantly negative
consequences for our warfighting capabilities. Being
forced to share these bands wth commercial interests in a
non-opti mal way woul d have the sane inpact.

General Caine, does the Joint Force have capabilities
operating on the 3.1 to 3.45 band and the 7-8 bands of the
spectrum whi ch woul d be used in a conflict with China?

General Caine: W do, Senator, yes.
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Senat or Rounds: And would those capabilities be
negatively inpacted if the Departnent of Defense were
forced to share those bands wth conmercial users in a non-
opti mal manner?

General Caine: Senator, | think the key is non-
optimal. | know there is sonme work goi ng on around dynam ¢
sharing that would m nim ze, to an acceptable |evel, the
ability to frequency hop in and out of those particul ar
bands that woul d not adversely inpact the Joint Force.

Senat or Rounds: But as of today there is no way to
make it happen.

General Caine: Not today, as you know, Senator, and |
appreci ate your |eadership on this. But there is a |ot of
wor k going on in that space, sir.

Senator Rounds: | think we agree that the econom c
security is national security and that we need to nove
forward in the next gen with regard to our communi cati ons
capabilities. But as it pertains to spectrum auction
aut hority, how do you view a spectrum aucti on process that
bases deci sions solely on econom c consi derations?

General Caine: Wll, as you said, Senator, econonc
security is national security. You know, those are policy
decisions. M job as the Chairnman is to provide the
mlitary advice to our policymakers and | et them make that

decision, and this firmy sits in that policy space. So
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will leave it to themto deci de.

Senat or Rounds: But in your professional mlitary
opi nion, the areas between 3.1 to 3.45 and the 7-8 band are
critical to our national defense.

General Caine: 3.1 to 3.45, no doubt. The | ower end
of the 7 there is, | think, sonme discussion. 7.4 to 8.4 1is
an area that | would prefer us to hang onto, Senator.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. And Secretary Hegseth,
know t hat you have told ne that you would be willing to go
to the mat to protect these critical capabilities. | think
that is critical. |In fact, these bands are essential to
bui | di ng Gol den Done, which will require even nore radars
and mlitary comuni cations infrastructure than we
currently have, particularly around popul ation centers and
defense sites, as we see in Israel today.

Wul d you agree with that today, sir?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, Senator. | concur with the
Chai rman's characterization, and I would just say at no
tinme in conversations around spectrum has DoD s equity
never been -- it has always been fully represented in those
conversations, to ensure we protect what we need to
pr ot ect.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. General Caine, what is

your assessnent of the operational and strategic benefits
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of maintaining the dual -hat | eadership arrangenent between
U S. Cyber Command and National Security Agency, the NSA,
particularly in terns of intelligence integration, speed of
action, and m ssion success in contested environnents?
General Caine: Sir, | can argue both sides of that
one. You know, mndful that that is a policy discussion, I
think, that either will go on soon or has been goi ng on,
and | would prefer to |eave that to the policynmakers. |
think the key is both organi zations are critically
I nportant, and whether it is a single conmander or two
| eaders that collaborate with no di stance between them we
achi eve the sane end state.
Senator Rounds: Wuld it be fair to say that the dual
hat prevents stovepipes in the cyber donain today?
General Caine: Senator, there are stovepipes in all
ki nds of domains today, so | cannot assure you that it
woul d prevent them \Wat | do hope is that whatever path
we take, we select |eaders who are commtted to integrating
and knocki ng down those stovepi pes, whether it is a single
| eader or two | eaders. That is what the nation needs.
Senat or Rounds: W have been successful in making
significant exchanges in utilizing assets for both the NSA
and for Cyber Command so far. Secretary Hegseth, are you
commtted to maintaining the dual -hat relationship that has

significantly benefitted our national security to date?
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Secretary Hegseth: Senator, as of right now we are
mai ntai ning the status quo, but it is sonething we reserve
the right to review

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Rounds. Senat or
Bl unment hal .

Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Secretary Hegseth, you have been asked about options for
the use of force abroad. | want to ask about the use of
our mlitary at hone. | have been deeply disturbed and
al armed by the use of active-duty troops, nmarines, in Los
Angel es, and President Trunp has nade clear his intentions
to continue to use the mlitary to suppress dissent and
likely inflame tensions there and el sewhere, all under the
gui se of enforcing the law. Wat he is doing nay well be
Il11egal.

| want to ask you about contingency plans for the use
of active-duty mlitary in other cities. Do you have such
conti ngency pl ans?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, | would just say we share
the President's view that, as you characterized it, we are
deeply disturbed and alarned that | CE officers are being
attacked while doing their job in any city in Arerica. And

so allowing National Guard or active-duty soldiers --

Senator Blunenthal: -- alarned by the attacks on | CE
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officers, yes, but we ought to be equally alarned by the
i1l egal use of active-duty marines or other mlitary. |
take it fromyour answer that you do have conti ngency pl ans
for the use of mlitary in other cities.

Secretary Hegseth: W have never, and will not,
il1legally deployed troops. Al have been under existing
and wel | -established authorities --

Senat or Blunmenthal: But you do have such pl ans.

Secretary Hegseth: -- use troops to support |aw

enforcenment officers.

Senator Blunmenthal: | find that equally alarmng. So
far there has been no legal justification. |t has been
chal | enged successfully. | think that it wll prevail,

t hose challenges will prevail in the courts. And | want to

ask you right nowto submt to this panel those contingency
plans for the use of active-duty mlitary in other cities.

| want to nove on to another area of questioning. The
Chai rman has said that you have submtted precious little
detail, to quote him precious little detail about the
budget. | think there is no detail. This budget is
literally a rough outline, with short-sighted shortfalls,
for exanple, the shortfall on the Col unbia class, $2
billion, only about $1 billion for Virginia class. There
is virtually no outline or specificity as to how you are

going to provide drones to defend and al so engage in
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of fensi ve outline and maneuvers.

The nature of warfare is changing, right before our
eyes, in real tinme. Unmanned aerial and undersea warfare
i s happening in Wkraine and el sewhere. And | think that
you owe this Conmttee and the Anerican public nore
specificity in that budget, because we will be at risk --
we are at risk right now-- in the Mddle East. And | want
to know whet her we have contingency plans to protect our
U.S. personnel in the region fromthe kind of swarm of
drones that have proved devastating already to three of our
service people in the Mddle East, on a base in Jordan. Do
you have such plans to protect against drones there?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, we work hand-in-gl ove
with the Joint Staff and CENTCOM and every COCOMV
especially right now, to ensure everything at our disposal
Is available to ensure maxi mrum force protecti on agai nst any
conti ngency, including the one you described, sir.

Senator Blumenthal: Well, | have no assurance that we
have the capacity to safeguard agai nst the swarm of snall,
| i ght wei ght, sl ow noving drones that are, in ny view, our
maj or vul nerability. And right now, if we engage in the

Iran conflict, would put us and U. S. personnel at risk

t here.

Let ne ask you about Ukraine. | have just returned
fromny seventh trip to Ukraine. | amthe advocate, chief
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sponsor, with Senator G ahamin the Russia Sanctions Bill.
You said that the United States, and the Ranki ng Menber
cited it, that we nust start by recognizing that returning
to Ukrai ne pre-2014 borders is an unrealistic objective and
wll only prolong the war.

My question to you is, when wll you rel ease the PDA

$4 billion in equipnment that Ukraine desperately needs? It
Is sitting there. Ukraine deserves it. Wen wll it be
rel eased?

Secretary Hegseth: W are aware of PDA 75, and that
Is a decision we can make in the future.

Senator Blunmenthal: M tine has expired, but | do not
consi der that answer adequate.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Bl unenthal.
Senat or Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair, and thank you,
Secretary, and thank you, Chairman, for being here. M.
MacDonnel |, | am actually going to have a question for you.
Thank you very much for being here.

| know that Iran is on our mnds right now, and
Secretary, | wll just pose a very quick question to you.
Qct ober 7, 2023, Hamas attacked Israel. W is the primary
funder of Hamas?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, it is Iran.

Senator Ernst: And who is the primary sponsor that
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provides themw th the weapons that they used to attack
| srael ?

Secretary Hegseth: Same answer, ma' am

Senator Ernst: And naybe our public is not aware, but
43 Americans lost their lives on Cctober 7th, at the hands
of Hamas, which is an Iran-backed terrorist organization,
43 Anericans. W never talk about it, folks. | heard
not hi ng about this in the Biden adm nistration.

So when there is question about whether it is
appropriate for Anrerica to be engaged in the M ddl e East
and defendi ng Anericans that |ive and work abroad, | think
there is our answer. So thank you, Secretary.

| wll start wiwth the Secretary, and then | will cone
to you, Ms. MacDonnell. Secretary Hegseth, | do want to
t hank you, because we have had many di scussi ons about this.
You have appointed Steve Erickson as the Executive Director
of Force Resiliency, and he will oversee the Departnent's
Sexual Assault Prevention and Response O fice, what we know
as SAPRO. And he will directly report to you on the issue
of sexual assault within our mlitary. You have been very
responsive on this issue, and I comrend you for that. And
| have already received ny first briefing by M. Erickson,

To continue building on this progress, | amgoing to
hol d quarterly neetings with the SAPRO, and we want to nake

sure that we continue the nonentumthat we are seeing
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within the Departnent on that.

And Secretary Hegseth, from your vantage point, what
positive trends are you seei ng out of SAPRO?

Secretary Hegseth: First of all, Senator, | want to
t hank you and ot her nenbers of this Commttee for the work
you have done on that issue. And | think in |large part,
and you will see this in this budget, we continue to fund
t he prograns, which have seen efficacy.

And so | think a |lot of these were newer prograns, new
Initiatives, new enphasis put in place that we have sinply
sought to nmaintain and accel erate, and you see that in that
in this budget. And thankfully, we have seen this year
sexual assault nunbers decrease. One is too many, as we
have said before, but a decrease is a good trend to see,
and we want to continue that.

Senator Ernst: Wonderful. And we will continue
working with the Departnent on that. An anmendnent that |
am going to propose for this year's NDAA would require
guarterly briefings fromthe SAPRO for Menbers of Congress,
just as they do with suicide prevention. So we wl|
conti nue working on that.

| also would | ove to touch upon a nunber of other
| ssues | have worked when it comes to fiscal sanity within
the Departnent. | can submt those for the record, because

| do want to give Ms. MacDonnel|l an opportunity.
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Let's talk about an audit. | love working with the
conptrollers out there. But GAO rel eased a report warning
that the Departnent of Defense is unlikely to achieve a
clean audit by 2028, citing | ong-standing financial
managenent weaknesses. And it is ny understanding that a
key issue in the Departnent's continued reliance on
out dat ed busi ness and feeder systens that |ack internal
controls continues to contribute to that.

So to help address that, in the reconciliation package
we have $350 million that will be dedicated and directed
toward i nproving audit outcones across the Departnent.

So Ms. MacDonnell, all to you. Can you wal k us
t hrough how the Departnment intends to neet its statutory
requi rement of achieving that clean audit by 2028.

Ms. MacDonnell: Thank you for the question, Senator
and thank you for your support in reconciliation for
automation, Al, and business systemrepl acenent to achi eve
the audit.

The first day we cane in, that was one of the first
topics the Secretary and | discussed, and he actually just
put out a nmenbo wth guidance for m |l estones each fiscal
year that the Departnent is going to achieve, to achieve
the financial audit by 2028, or sooner, as he has
chal | enged us to do.

The Marine Corps just passed their second clean audit
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opi nion. Two additional conponents have done the sane
recently. And within the next 3 years, under the
Secretary's guidance, the renmai nder of the Departnment wll
achi eve the clean audit opinion.

Senator Ernst: Well, outstanding. W really
appreciate that. Thank you, everyone, for your service to
our great nation.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch, Senator Ernst.
Senat or Hirono.

Senator Hirono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Secretary
Hegset h, you have had a tough start. At your confirmation
hearing ny Denocratic colleagues and | rightly questioned
whet her you had the requisite qualifications and experience
to lead the DoD, the | argest Federal agency, especially
gi ven your checkered past, which included paying $50, 000 in
hush noney to settle a sexual assault allegation against
you, and driving two veterans' organi zations into the
gr ound.

After only nonths on the job, our concerns about you
have proven true, as far as | amconcerned. |[|nstead of
strengt heni ng national security, you have turned the
Pentagon into a dysfunction ness. You are jeopardi zing
mlitary operations and servicenenbers' |lives wth your
unprecedented action of texting classified mlitary plans

to anyone who m ght stoke your ego.
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Leadi ng the Departnent of Defense is nore than just a
PR canpaign filled with photo ops. Wile you pose for
caneras, Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine
conti nues unabated. Israel and Iran are also at war, in
| arge part because your boss tore up a nultil ateral
agreenent fornmer President Cbana brokered with the U K.,
France, Germany, China, and Russia, that curbed Iran's
nucl ear program and anbitions. Meanwhile, China advances
in the Pacific, as this regine underm nes and attacks our
allies. At a tine when steady |eadership is critical, we
are confronted with crises and instability.

M. Secretary, close to 5,000 Mari nes and Nati onal
@Quard have been deployed to L. A w thout the request or
consent of the California Governor or the Los Angel es Mayor
Bass. Rather than calmng the situation, this troop
depl oynent is purposefully inflamng and escal ates
t ensi ons.

You claimlethality is your top priority. Do you plan
to unleash this lethal force against U S. citizens and
civilians in L.A and other cities?

Secretary Hegseth: Well, Senator, | would reject nost
of the characterization of that statenent, including
|l ethality against U S. cities, when all of those National
GQuardsnmen and Marines --

Senator Hirono: M. Secretary --
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Secretary Hegseth: -- have conducted thenselves wth
t he utnost of professionalism defending our Federal
agents, Anericans.

Senator Hirono: Well, we obviously --

Secretary Hegseth: They deserve to be able to do

their job --
Senator Hrono: -- have a different --
Secretary Hegseth: -- to deport illegal immgrants

after the previous admnistration --

Senator Hirono: Reclaimng ny tine.

Secretary Hegseth: -- allowed 21 mllion illegals to
cross our border.

Senator Hirono: You know, | amnot here to listen to
your rhetorical responses. | would |like to have a
prof essi onal response that | would expect from sonebody who
Is the Secretary of Defense.

MI1lions of people peacefully denonstrated this
weekend against the President acting like a king. @G ven
this regime's dangerous policy of nobilizing troops inside
the U S., the politicizing of the mlitary is a legitinate
concern. So given the dangerous policy of nobilizing
troops inside the U S., if ordered by the President -- | am
going to ask you once again -- to shoot peaceful protesters
in the legs, would you carry out such an order fromthe

Pr esi dent ?
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Secretary Hegseth: Senator, as | have said before, of
course | reject the prem se of your question, and the
characterization that | would give, or are giving unlaw ul
orders. It is all neant --

Senator Hirono: Excuse ne.

Secretary Hegseth: -- to attenpt to snear the
Commander in Chief, and I will not fall for it.

Senat or Hirono: Again, considering that the
President, in his first term actually ordered such a
thing, it is not a prem se that you can reject. He can do
the sane thing. So again, | think you would just follow
what the President wants you to do.

Let's face it, it is not normal to call up our troops
in this way, and there is active litigation against this
deploynent. WII you follow a court's order regarding
whet her or not this deploynent is legal? |If the court says
this deploynent of troops into our cities is not |egal,
woul d you follow that court's order?

Secretary Hegseth: It is pending the courts, Senator.

Senator H rono: Well, when the court decides, would
you follow the court's order, decision?

Secretary Hegseth: | do not believe district courts
shoul d be determ ning national security policy.

Senator Hirono: So you will not be follow ng the

deci sions of the --

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

62

Secretary Hegseth: Wen it goes to the Suprene Court,
we wll see.

Senator Hirono: -- court, and unless the President
deci des to appeal, there you have it. So | take it that
you do not consider district court decisions to be
| egi timate.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Sullivan.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. M.
Secretary, Ceneral, welcone. | think you guys are doing a
great job, and | think this kind of Iine of questioning, it
I s amazi ng how ny col |l eagues on the other side of the aisle
are all now focused on readiness, right. | nean, | know ny
col | eague from Hawaii chaired the Readi ness Subcomm ttee.
| think we had two hearings in 4 years. So | appreciate
your focus on readiness, lethality, deterrence.

M. Secretary, thank you also for your focus on
| NDOPACOM  Your speech and attendance at the Shangri-La
Di al ogue was really outstanding. And General, | amglad
you were there, as well. | appreciate your direct answer
to the Chairman on followng the laws directed by the
budget reconciliation bill, which hopefully we are going to
get over the goal line. It wll be great for our mlitary.

It is inmportant that all your subordi nates get that

nmessage, as well. | amsure they wil.
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General, thank you for your visit to Al aska, the nost
strategic place in the world. M. Secretary, | would |ove
to have you up there soon. As a matter of fact, for your
staff to take a | ook, August 16, 18, that is going to be

the overlap of two | arge-scal e exercises in Al aska,

Nort hern Edge, Arctic Edge. | believe the | NDOPACOM
Commander and NORTHCOM Conmander will likely be there
around that tinme. | would love to have you there, M.

Secretary. So take a | ook at that date.

General, do you have any quick takeaways from your
Al aska visit?

General Caine: Sir, thanks for hosting ne up there on
ny way to Shangri-La. It was great to see all the
soldiers, sailors, airnen, marines on the Northern Fl ank,
getting after it. It remnded nme of the criticality of
that part of our country and the inportance of taking power
projection up there. | know the services are all | ooking
at that. So thank you for having ne.

Senator Sullivan: Everybody appreciated your visit,
so thanks agai n.

M. Secretary, | really appreciate your focus on
reestablishing deterrence. By the way, it is really hard
to do once you have lost it. This has been particularly
true with regard to Iran.

Let ne give you ny view on how tough that has been.
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You know, the Quds Force, |ed by Soleimani, killed and
wounded t housands of U.S. servicenenbers when they were
providing EFPs to the Iraqgi Shia mlitias, while John Kerry
was palling around with the Iranian Foreign Mnister Zarif
on the JCPOA stuff. General, you m ght renenber, one of
your great predecessors, Ceneral Dunford, in a hearing
before this Conmttee, said we had conpletely | ost
deterrence, that the Iranians thought they could kil

Aneri can servi cenenbers any tine they wanted, and they
ended up killing over 600 and woundi ng over 2,000, with no
consequences. That was Ceneral Dunford telling this
Commttee. "We regained deterrence under President Trunp's
first term with a maxi mum pressure canpaign and, in
particular, killing Soleimni."

Bi den cane in. Appeasenent of Iran was the order of
the day. Appeasenent of Iran's proxy was the order of the
day, and we | ost deterrence, again, so much so that not
only did he unl eash the proxies, the Iranians, and fund
them but it was public knowl edge that Iran was trying to
assassinate senior U S. officials, including M ke Ponpeo
and President Trunp. Tal k about | osing deterrence.

M. Secretary, lran's mlitary and | eadership is in
conpl ete disarray right now because of the bold actions by
Israel. 1Is this an opportunity now to once again, |like we

didin the first termof the Trunp adm nistration,
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reestablish deterrence against this terrorist regine by
maki ng sure, one way or the other, they never have the
capacity to enrich or produce a nuclear bonmb, a goal that
Presi dent Trunp has repeatedly enphasi zed?

And again, | thank you for focusing on reestablishing
det errence.

Secretary Hegseth: It is critical, and you are right,
It is difficult to reestablish when you have lost it.

Senator Sullivan: It is.

Secretary Hegseth: Which we did under the Biden
adm nistration. W know right now that Tehran under st ands
exactly what the President is saying. He said 60 days.

The world can believe it, and the world cannot believe it.
He said 60 days. They had an opportunity to make a deal.
They shoul d have nade a deal. President Trunp's word neans
sonet hing. The world understands that. And at the Defense
Departnent, our job is to stand ready and prepared with
options, and that is precisely what we are doi ng.

Senator Sullivan: So is this an opportunity nowto
reestablish deterrence the way it was done in the first
adm ni stration?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, | think we already have,
I n many ways, in this environnment, reestablished
deterrence. The question is, in the com ng days, exactly

what direction that goes.
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Senator Sullivan: Finally, Golden Done. W | ook
forward to working with you. |t was good to see you at the
Oval Ofice. W have a great opportunity here --
presidential |eadership, your |eadership, budget
reconciliation bill, $25 billion down paynent. Senator
Cranmer and | wll be introducing |egislation wth Senator
Sheehy on this next week, to firmy entrench our strategy.
We have been working closely with DoD on Gol den Done in the
| aw, and we | ook forward to continuing to work with you on
t hat .

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Sullivan.

Senat or Kai ne.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you. M. Secretary, earlier
this nonth you announced a plan to change the nanme of three
Virginia mlitary bases to restore the nanes of
Conf ederate-era generals on those bases. You researched to
find brave Anerican soldiers wwth the sane | ast nanes --
Lee, HIl, and Pickett -- who had not fought for the
Conf ederacy, and decl ared that those Confederate-adjacent
names woul d be restored.

The problemis that you had to strip away the nanes of
four amazi ng people, that the Pentagon and | ocal
communi ties had chosen to honor at the Virginia bases. Var
Barfoot -- he was a M ssissippi native, M. Chair, who cane

to Fort Pickett in the early "40s to train for war. He
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fought all over Europe in World War 11, He won the
Congressi onal Medal of Honor for his bravery. Leading his
platoon in southern Italy he killed 10 of the eneny,
captured 17 nore, and escorted 2 wounded Anericans 1, 700
yards to safety under eneny fire. He stayed in the Arny
for another 34 years, seeing action in both the Korean and
the Vietnam Wars, and being assigned as the Arny liaison to
the Virginia National Guard at Fort Pickett.

Long after he retired, he maintained his tie to the
fort and to the Virginia National Guard. | was at the
nam ng cerenony where this base, to which he had devoted
much of his life, was named in his honor. H's famly was
there, and they were so proud.

Arthur Gregg served in the Arny for nore than 30
years, the first African American to reach the rank of
bri gadi er general, first to reach the rank of |i eutenant
general. He began as an enlisted, eventually decided to
become a conmm ssioned officer. He went to Fort Lee for
guartermaster training, quickly rose through the ranks as
an instructor, even though he was not allowed to go to the
Oficers' O ub because of the color of his skin.

He finished his career in 1979 as the director of all
Arny |l ogistics operations around the world. He stayed near
Fort Lee in retirenment, raised his famly there, and was a

conti nuous bel oved presence until his death |ast sumer at
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96. He was actually at the renam ng cerenobny with his
famly 2022, at this place that neant so nuch to him

Charity Adans. Charity Adans was an Arny officer
during World War 11, the first African Anerican woman
allowed to join the WACS. She was the commandi ng of fi cer
of the 6888 Central Postal Directory Battalion, a uniqgue
battalion conposed primarily of African American wonen,
maki ng sure that American As in Europe got their mail
during World War 11.

Qur col | eagues, Jacky Rosen and Jerry Moran,
successfully passed a bill, in 2022, giving the 6888 the
Congressional Gold Medal. Charity Adans was the highest
ranki ng African Anerican woman in the mlitary at the end
of World War I1. Her famly was at the dedication of Fort
G egg- Adans, naned in honor of these two trail bl azing
| ogi stics | eaders. They were so proud.

Finally, Mary Wal ker, the only wonan ever to receive
t he Congressi onal Medal of Honor. She graduated from
Syracuse Medical School in 1855. She tried to join the
Union Arny as a surgeon and was turned away because she was
a woman. But the need was so great she eventually got
hired in a mlitary hospital in Washington, and then was
depl oyed as an Arnmy surgeon with the Arnmy of the Cunberl and
in the 52nd Chio Infantry, becomng the first femal e

surgeon in the U S Arny. She served all over Virginia,
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I ncluding the place where the base is now naned after her.
She frequently crossed battle lines to treat civilians, and
even treated Confederate soldiers. She was captured, a
prison of war, in R chnond. President Andrew Johnson gave
her the Congressional Medal of Honor after the Gvil War.

Wiy did you decide that these four patriots were not
wor t hy enough to have their nanes on a base?

Secretary Hegseth: Well, Senator, as you know, this
was never about the nanes of the bases they were renaned
to.

Senator Kaine: So you do not challenge the worthi ness

Secretary Hegseth: All bases --

Senator Kaine: -- you do not --

Secretary Hegseth: W are restoring all bases to
their original nanmes, because we are not about erasing
hi story.

Senator Kaine: Ckay. You do not care about their
mlitary record. You wanted to restore the Confederate
nanes. Wen you called the Gegg famly to tell themthat
their dad's nane was no | onger going to be on the base,
what was their reaction?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, the Arny notified them of
t hat .

Senator Kaine: You did not call any of the famlies,
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and | have spoken with the famlies, and the famlies were
called by the press. That is how they | earned about this.
They | earned about it fromthe press. You did not call the
Barfoot famly, the Gegg famly, and you did not call the
Adans famly.

| told the famlies | would ask you about this today.
In fact, two of General Gegg's granddaughters, Avery and
Sydney, are right here in the audience, and | want to ask
you this as | close. Wile you announced that these brave
men and wonen's nanes woul d be stripped fromthe Virginia
bases, no orders to that effect have been received by the
base commanders. In light of the patriotic service of Dan
Barfoot, Arthur Gegg, Charity Adans, and Mary Wl ker, |
woul d like to ask you sinply not to issue the orders
changi ng the nanes of these Virginia bases. These
famlies, nmy commonweal th, are very proud of these heroes,
very satisfied wth these nanes, and ask you not to change
t hem

W11l you honor these exenplary patriots and keep their
worthy nanmes in places on the bases they |oved and where
t hey served?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, we very nuch thank and
appreciate themfor their service and will find ways to
recogni ze them But the orders will soon be going to those

bases to change the nanes back to the original nane that
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never shoul d have been changed.

Senator Kaine: But you have the power to not send
t hose orders. They have not gone out yet. Correct?

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator, your tinme has
expired. Senator Craner.

Senator Craner: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you,
M. Secretary, Ceneral, for being here and for your
servi ce.

| want to go back to sonmething that Senator Hirono
nmentioned in her questioning. She credited the Ohama
adm nistration, along with sone other allies, wth curbing
Iran's nucl ear capabilities. As I recall, it |licensed
their aspirations, and a serious problemand we are still
living with some of that.

And by the way, when it cones to deterrence, and
appreciate you making this point and | agree with ny
col | eague from Al aska, Senator Sullivan, on this,
deterrence is definitely made up of weapons, but it is nore
of a reputation than it is a capability. The capability is
only good if you have earned the reputation.

And with that in mnd, and speaking of Iran and the
current situation, maybe, General, | could ask you this.
| f Fordow was destroyed, denolished, if all of the nuclear
capabilities that Iran has today were w ped out, would the

war be shortened or |engthened, realizing that is not the
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only factor, of course.

General Caine: Yes, sir. And, of course, | cannot
split that hair, given the conplexities of the war that is
ongoing there. So | would rather not comrent on one
particular part. You know, the Israelis, as reported in
t he open source press, are naking great progress, so |
think I will just leave it at that, Senator.

Senator Cranmer: And | understand and appreciate that.
Can you then highlight for ne -- as we tal k about
deterrence and reputation | amsitting here thinking about
the air superiority that Israel has acconplished over Iran.
| would |like to have you speak to that and then speak,
perhaps, to the lack of air superiority that Russia had
over Ukraine and the difference in those two wars. M
poi nt being, how inportant is air superiority in the
current fights and in our future fights?

CGeneral Caine: Well, sir, we could spend hours
tal ki ng about the advocacy of air power. | think the
freedom of maneuver that it creates is a great exanple of
that. If you ook at the two theaters right now, with the
|sraeli Air Force striking at wll, at this point, over
I ran, juxtaposed with the challenges that we are having
with the frozen forward Iine of troops in Europe is a great
case study of it.

You know, the great thinkers, air power thinkers, are
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| ooki ng at the advancenent in technol ogies from both

t heaters, the advancenent of first-person view drones and
things like that. And | think folks are going to have to
think clearly about what does the future of air superiority
| ook I'i ke and how does it evolve to nake sure that we are
protecting those essential teammates that are on the
ground, fighting in order to prevent frozen FLOTs, forward
| ines of troops, in the future.

Senator Cranmer: | appreciate that. Secretary
Hegseth, there has been sone discussion, certainly in your
openi ng statenent and then with a couple of the questions,
related to base defense, and this would be sonething both
of you could speak to, but | would like to start with you,
Secretary.

Cbvi ously, we have seen sone pretty spectacul ar
di splays of the ability to go deep, covertly deep within
the eneny's territory, and take out sone pretty significant

assets, both in Russia and in Ilran. A lot of us fear that

we are vul nerable, as well. You spoke very briefly in
reference, | think, in response to one of Senator
G llibrand s questions, about the inportance of policy. So

when we tal k about the United States itself and our bases
here, in the country, policy is a bigger challenge than
weapons, to be honest.

But what about responsibility? In other words, |
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think to ne there is sone confusion over, is there a
service, is there a particular institution that is
responsi bl e for base security and base defense, or is it up
to the individual services to protect their own bases? Can
you hel p straighten that out for ne?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, you are right to ask the
guestion. W net on this very topic 2 days ago, because
you are right, we have already nmade initial efforts. But I
liken it to the effort that was made around IEDs in Iraq
and Af ghani stan, where it could not be a service-only
response. It needed to be across the Joint Force. It
needed to be immedi ate, and the capabilities had to be
prepared to adapt in real tine to adjustnents the eneny is
maki ng. And you saw that in counter-|ED technol ogy.

We need the sane type of effort in counter-UAS, not
just forward depl oyed, because right now you do it with
what you have, but also at hone, considering the
authorities. So that is sonething the Departnment is doing
in real tinme.

Senator Craner: |If you have a second. | guess that
Isit. | amout of tinme. Thank you.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very much, Senator Craner.
Senat or Ki ng.

Senator King: M. Secretary, | am sonewhat puzzl ed.

| grewup in Virginia where Robert E. Lee was revered. |
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think when | was a kid his birthday was a school holi day.
But as | grew ol der and | earned nore about Anerican history
| learned that he fit the classic definition of a traitor.
He took up arns against his country. He broke his oath as
a nenber of the United States Arny, which he took upon
entering his career at Wst Point.

Why are you going through these incredi ble gymasti cs,
finding current soldiers or other soldiers to renane? And
you slipped a mnute ago. You said, "W are returning
t hese bases to their original nanes." Robert E. Lee,
| eadi ng general of the Confederacy, Pickett, the other
nanmes. Wiy are you doing this? | do not understand what
the notivation is to renane bases for people who took up
arnms against their country, on behalf of slavery? What
possi bl e notivation can there be for this? Wwo is telling
you to do this? Wo is urging you to do this?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, the veterans, the
servi cenenbers across the country, who have depl oyed from
Fort Bragg or Fort Benning or Fort Hood or Fort Pickett,
there is a legacy. There is a connection to those bases
and to those places, to what they trained for there, what
they did, and what they cane hone back to. That matters to
them Ask enough of them as | do, all the tinme, before
and |later. And we recognize the service of those who were

put into the replacenent. No one is disputing that. |
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woul d never dispute that.

What we are | ooking at is erasing history, erasing
nanes, erasing base nanes that servicenenbers are tied to -

Senator King: ~-- recognizing this --

Secretary Hegseth: Ask the people that served at
Bragg or Fort Benning if the like the fact that the nanes
have been returned, and to a man and to a woman, they wll
tell you, "Thank God we are back to Fort Bragg," and
t hankful |y because so many nen and wonen in this country
have served, there is a Benning and a Bragg and a Pickett
and a Hood that has a Silver Star or a Medal of Honor, that
we could rename the base to because of the |imts of what
Congress allowed us to do.

So this is sonething we have been proud to do,
sonething that is inportant for the norale of the Arny, and
t hose communities appreciate that we have returned it back
to what it was, instead of trying to play this gane of
er asi ng nanes.

Senator King: W are not erasing history, M.
Secretary. W are recogni zing history and recogni zi ng t hat
m st akes have been nade in this country. The greatest of
all was the Cvil War, where people took up arns agai nst
their country on behalf of the institution of slavery. And

to continue the practice of recognizing those people and
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honor thing by the nam ng of these bases is, | believe, an
insult to the people of the United States.

Let ne tal k about the budget. | do not understand why
the budget is comng to us in two pieces. Wy not give us
an honest base budget instead of putting a piece of it
reconciliation. As | understand it, OMB is saying we are
going to have a flat defense budget for the next 4 or 5
years. Are we planning reconciliation every year from now
on? Wy not give us an honest budget, telling us what your
priorities are, and then we can consider it. This
Committee al ways works in a bipartisan basis on a defense
budget. W all want to see sone increases in the defense

budget. And yet you are giving us this fake, here is a

pi ece of the budget, here is another. |In the base budget
you are cutting shipbuilding in half and saying, "Well, we
are going to nake it up in reconciliation.” Are we going

to have reconciliation every year, which basically, by the
way, puts a significant part, 10 or 15 percent of the
def ense budget, in a wholly partisan deci si on-nmaki ng
process, whereas in the history of this Commttee it has
al ways been bi parti san.

Wiy are we doing it this way?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, fromour view the budget
nunber, 961, neets the requirenents and threats that we

f ace.
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Senator King: That is not the nunber. The nunber is
892.6. You are adding reconciliation. That is ny whole
poi nt. Wy not give us a base budget of 961, or whatever
the right nunmber is, what you consider the right nunber,
and then we can operate and nmake our decisions. Wy do it
in this bifurcated way that really is fooling the American
peopl e about what the defense budget is?

Secretary Hegseth: W are not trying to fool anybody,
sir. It is tw bills, one budget.

Senator King: | have not asked ny question yet.

Secretary Hegseth: W are working with OVB - -

Senator King: Wiy is it being done this way?

Secretary Hegseth: -- and we feel very confortable
with --

Senator King: Wy is it being done this way?

Secretary Hegseth: -- the nunber of $961 billion.

Senator King: Wy don't you give us a straight-up
budget for the Defense Departnment? That is my question.

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, this is a straight-up
budget for the Defense Departnent.

Senator King: It is not.

Secretary Hegseth: It is a 13 percent increase over
what Joe Bi den gave us.

Senator King: It is a two-part defense budget. Part

of it isinreconciliation instead of in the budget that is
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being presented to this Commttee. This Commttee only has
a partial review of the budget. | do not understand why we
cannot have an honest, straightforward budget instead of
this Son of OCO that you are putting over on us.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman W cker: Senator Scott.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. | want to thank
each of you for being here, and | want to thank you for
your dedication to the country, each of you.

Secretary, sir, you talked a little bit in your
openi ng statenent about China. In this Conmttee we have
basi cal ly outl awed the use of Chinese drones by our
government or mlitary. W have the ability now, going
forward, that we will not even license themin this
country.

Can you just tal k about the inportance of making sure
that our mlitary -- you know, we do not have Chi nese
products, whether it is drones, we do not buy Chinese drugs
for our mlitary, we do not allow China to buy farnl and
close to our mlitary bases, we do not allow themto be
I nvol ved in our electrical grid, bring in despicable foods
Into our conm ssaries. Can you talk about the inportance
of that, when they have a governnent that wants to destroy
everybody in this rooms way of |ife?

Secretary Hegseth: You are correct in what you are
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describing, Senator. W need to get snmarter, faster. And
that is the kind of urgency that we feel in the Defense
Departnent, is there has been a | ot of tal k about
prioritization and pivoting and recogni zing the size and
scal e and scope of the Chinese threat, and then there is
doi ng everything possible inside your decision cycle, to

I ncl ude how you posture, how you procure, how you plan, to
ensure that it is not reliant, in any way, you do not have
Achilles heels in any part of the process, whether it is
critical munitions or it is critical mnerals or it is any
nunber of our weapon systens. | nean, you have heard the
Presi dent say CGol den Done, his signature priority for
defendi ng the honel and, will be Anerican nmade, because we
cannot have systens |ike that dependi ng on what the Chinese
could do about it |ater on.

So we conpletely agree with you, and nyself and the
Deputy Secretary, that is kind of an A nunber one for us,
I s maki ng sure that what we source is sustainable.

Senator Scott: So if Conmunist China continues to
build up their econony, do you think they will continue to
invest in their mlitary?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, sir, and | think a | ot of
t hat spending is com ngl ed.

Senator Scott: Right. And do you believe that if the

American public knew the risk of China, |ike what you think
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about every day, that they buy fewer Chinese products?

Secretary Hegseth: Sir, it is our job to think about
that every day. If a lot of the information we saw were to
be nmade public there would probably be nore urgency, yes,
Sir.

Senator Scott: Do you think that we ought to be
al l owi ng Chi nese conpani es that support either the econony
of China, so they can build up a mlitary, or conpanies
that actually work with the Chinese mlitary, do you think
t hey ought to be able to sell stocks in America?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, that is not really ny
| ane, but | would say the President is focused, especially
t hrough trade, on right-sizing a ot of those dynam cs and
maki ng sure that American conpanies, Anmerican industries
are protected and brought back to the United States.

Senator Scott: Ckay. So whether it is Anericans
buyi ng products that help China build their econony, so
they can build a mlitary to try to defeat us, or whether
it is buying Chinese drones or drugs, or allowing themto
buy farm and, you would recommend to the Anmerican public
that we wake up and stop doing these things.

Secretary Hegseth: Generally speaking, Senator, yes.

Senator Scott: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairnman. President
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Trunp has depl oyed the National Guard and then the U. S.
Marines to Los Angel es, over the objections of state and
| ocal officials, saying that the troops are needed to
support inmm gration detention operations that are being
carried out by ICE

On Sunday night, the President threatened to depl oy
| CE agents to other cities around the country that he sees
as, quote, "the core of the Denocrat Power Center," end
guote, specifically nmentioning Chicago and New York.

Secretary Hegseth, if the President wanted to depl oy
marines to Chicago and New York City, like he did in Los
Angel es, would you carry out that order, even if the | ocal
Governors and nmayors objected?

Secretary Hegseth: Well, Senator, because Governor
Newsom was unwi |l ling to address --

Senator Warren: That is not ny question.

Secretary Hegseth: -- protecting Federal |aw
enforcenent agents in Los Angeles, President Trunp had al
the authorities, and the Defense Departnent happily
supported defending our | CE agents in the conduct of their
job. They have the right, as Arericans, to be able to do
their job wthout being attacked by nobs.

Senator Warren: | --

Secretary Hegseth: And we will protect themin that

process --

82
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Senator Warren: | know that you heard ny question --

Secretary Hegseth: -- and if other states needed it,
we woul d provide that.

Senator Warren: | know that you heard ny question.

So you would be willing to send troops, if the President
ordered it, to Chicago and New York City? That is right?

Secretary Hegseth: Thankfully, New York G ty, unlike
California, unlike Gavin Newsom is wlling to step up and
address the issue with their |ocal |aw enforcenent.

Senator Warren: | will take that as a yes. How about
I f the President says he wants to send troops to 15 cities?
Wul d you be willing to do that?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, | do not accept your
hypot heti cal, because it is not a real one.

Senator Warren: That is the question. You are the
Secretary of Defense. Wuld you send troops to 15 cities?
If the President said, "Do it," would you do it? Fifteen
cities.

Secretary Hegseth: Again, Senator, it is a conplete

hypot heti cal, |acking any context at all.
Senator Warren: Well, you are the Secretary of
Def ense - -

Secretary Hegseth: And | refuse to box nyself in
based on questioning on a hypothetical basis.

Senator Warren: But you are here asking for a
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trillion dollars, and I want to know how you are going to
spend it. And so ny question is, of Donald Trunp tells you
to send troops to 15 Anerican cities, are you going to
spend the noney and send the troops?

Secretary Hegseth: Thankfully, we are spendi ng noney
on securing our southern border, in a way the previous
adm ni strati on abandoned - -

Senat or Warren: Ckay.

Secretary Hegseth: -- and allowed 21 mllion illegals
to enter our country.

Senat or Warren: So you are not going to answer that
guesti on anyway.

Secretary Hegseth: So defending our honeland is a
real serious priority under this Adm nistration, and we are
doing it.

Senator Warren: | understand the question about
defense. Secretary Hegseth, about 4,000 National Guard
troops and 700 mari nes have been sent to L.A |Is there a
nunber of troops deployed to Anerican cities, over the
obj ecti ons of Governors and mayors, at which you would be
concerned that we are underm ni ng our national defense?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, we have spent two decades
guardi ng ot her people's borders. W think, at the Defense
Departnent, it is about time we shore up ours.

Senator Warren: So that is ny question. |Is there a
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nunber at which sending those troops to Los Angel es or
Chi cago or New York starts to underm ne our ability to
def end oursel ves around the globe? 1Is there a nunber?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, we | ook at capabilities
and readi ness around the globe all the tine, and we are
quite satisfied with our capabilities to defend the
honmel and, and will provide nore if and when it is
necessary.

Senator Warren: So you are satisfied with our
capabilities. Let ne just ask, have you actually done the
anal ysis and figured out how many troops you can depl oy
donestically before you start to underm ne readi ness around
the worl d? Have you done that anal ysis?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, nm'am

Senator Warren: Then would you let the rest of us in
on it? W are the Senate Arned Services Conmttee, and you
are here to ask for a trillion dollars. What is the
nunber ?

Secretary Hegseth: W have got contingencies and
pl ans for any nunber of capabilities, should Governors be
unabl e, as Gavin Newsom has been, to actually secure --

Senator Warren: So can you give us a ball park nunber?

Secretary Hegseth: -- his own Federal agents in their
cities.

Senator Warren: How many troops can you depl oy
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donestically before you start to cut into our readi ness
I nternational ly?
Secretary Hegseth: As | said, previous
adm ni strati ons depl oyed our National Guard all around the
gl obe, in nunbers far beyond what we were capabl e of
supporting.
Senator Warren: So you have a nunber but you are just
not going to tell wus.
Secretary Hegseth: So |imted contingencies inside
the United States --
Senator Warren: So |let nme ask you one nore question.
Secretary Hegseth: -- to protect Federal |aw
enf orcenent - -
Senator Warren: |If the Suprene Court ordered you to
renove troops fromAnerican city streets, will you do so?
Secretary Hegseth: Can you repeat the question,
pl ease?

Senator Warren: Yes. |If the Suprene Court orders you
to renove troops fromAnerican cities, will you do so?

Secretary Hegseth: As | have said, Senator, | do not
believe district courts should determ ne national security
policy.

Senator Warren: That was not my question.

Secretary Hegseth: But if the Suprenme Court rules on

a topic, we wll abide by that.
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Senator Warren: (Ckay. During her press conference
| ast week, Secretary Noem said, "W are staying here to

| i berate the city fromits mayor and its Governor," people
who are elected by a majority of voters. Secretary Hegseth
Is saying he is ready to depl oy nore troops and wll not
tell us what the inplications are for our national defense.
This is un-Anerican, and it makes us unsafe. | w sh our
Republ i can col | eagues woul d speak up.

Chai rman Wcker: The tinme of the Senator has expired.
Senat or Tuberville.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks
for being here today. M. Secretary, thanks for | ooking
out for the law enforcenent and the mllions of people in
California that still love this country and want this

country to survive, and not the radicals that wave non-

American flags, that protest in the streets, tear things

down. It is ridiculous, and thank you for doing what you
are doing, you and President Trunmp. It is getting out of
hand.

Chai rman of the Personnel Committee, thanks for your
recruiting. You are doing great. Keep |ooking out after
the quality of Iife. Please do that. W have done
research after research. W did give a raise. W want to
continue to give raises. These first-year staffers in this

bui | di ng make tens of thousands of dollars nore than first-
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year mlitary personnel. That is not right. W need to
change that. It is an all-volunteer Arnmy, and thank you
for working towards that.

M. Secretary, China is kicking our butt in Al. They
can build sonething in a year that takes us 3 or 4 years to
buil d. The budget provides for increases in Al investnent
of $250 million. |Is that adequate for us to catch up with
Chi na?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, we are very aware of the
accelerant that is Al, and that it is the next chapter, the
next sphere of where advantages will be gained. And we are
maki ng the necessary investnents, we believe, in this
budget to stay there.

W are also working with private industry in the
United States, who is, thankfully, at this point, is not
getting their butt kicked yet by China, and | think
presents an opportunity for us to work with themto press
t he advantage. So we are | ooking for private partners, as
wel |, to enhance or capabilities across the DoD.

Senator Tuberville: You have to know your problens
and where you are at before you can go forward, and |
hopefully we are understanding that. Cbviously, we have
got a lot of problens that are going on.

M. Secretary, your opening remarks nentioned the

force-wde review of mlitary standards. Wat is the
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status of that review?

Secretary Hegseth: It is ongoing and very close to
fruition. W have reviewed standards, specifically on
combat MOSs first, to ensure that we have not seen a
reduction in pursuit of quotas or any other agenda. So
st andards are being noved back to where they were at their
hi ghest | evel, gender neutral.

And then we are | ooking at overall fitness standards,
overal | groom ng standards, overall basic standards across
our formations that we believe have slipped, certainly
under the previous adm nistration, but over decades. But
we are being very careful about it, too. W do not want to
make bi g changes that are w de, sweeping, that have
uni nt ended consequences. So we are | ooking service by
service, but also trying to sinplify and clarify, as nuch
as possible, high standards, clear standards that set us
apart.

Senat or Tuberville: Thanks for your help on putting
nme on the Air Force Board of Visitors at the mlitary
acadeny, and | look forward to going out soon. It is very
| nportant we understand we do have problens in the Air
Force Acadeny, and we are going to get those straightened
out, one way or another. So thanks for you and President
Trunp putting me on the Board of Visitors.

General Caine, in the last few years we have seen
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maj or efforts to refocus our services for future fights.
The Marine Corps Force Design and the Army's Transformtion
Initiative are major changes to the Joint Force. Can you
describe the Joint Staff's |level of involvenent in these
efforts?

General Caine: Sir, thanks for the question. As the
services carefully consider what they need to | ook |ike,
one of ny primary jobs is a global integrator, so I |ook at
all of these capabilities as well as capacities. And then
through a series of formal products that we deliver to the
Secretary have a chance to give the Secretary ny views on
this. | appreciate the | eadership of both of those
services, all of the services, and the conbatant conmanders
to identify what the fight of the future | ooks |ike and
what the force mx of the future needs to | ook like. So we
are deeply involved in all of that.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. This is right up ny
alley here. One inportant aspect of recruiting is how our
services are represented in elite sports. W have nade
progress here, but we still have to work sone things out.
But West Point, this year, they had a young nman that was
drafted to play baseball. |In the past tinmes when President
Trunp was in he allowed themto go do their thing in
basebal | and then cone back and fulfill their services.

But we are disallowng a young nan at West Point to go to
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Secretary?

Secretary Hegseth: Coach, we will review that, yes.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you very much. Thank you,
M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Peters.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCeneral
Cai ne, both before and during your confirmation hearing we
di scussed your commitnent to duty and to adhering to the
Constitution as well as your oath of office. And I
certainly appreciated your reassurance that you wll
remai n, quote, "a nonpartisan | eader through and through,"
unquote, with one of your top priorities being maintaining
t he i ndependence of the U S. mlitary. Along with
remai ning apolitical | amsure you wll agree that
fostering a stable, m ssion-focused environnent is

essential to |eading the Departnent of Defense.

My question for you, sir, is can you please share with

this Conmttee and the Anerican peopl e what your approach

to | eadership as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is?

General Caine: Yes, sir. Certainly the job is one to

understand the gl obal set of challenges, integrate the
options that nust be considered, and then to present those
options to the President. And | have al ways taken a

servant | eadershi p approach throughout ny career, based on
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my oath of office and the Constitution and nmy conm ssion.

Senator Peters: And as a nonpartisan | eader, you
reiterate that.

General Caine: Always. Yeah, | reiterate that.

Senator Peters: WlIl, thank you. And as a forner
| i eut enant commander in the U S. Navy Reserve | certainly
agree wwth that and agree with your answers and your
commtnment to the nen and wonmen in uniform

Secretary Hegseth, your approach to |eadership, |
believe, stands in direct conflict wth the ideas that we
just discussed wwth General Caine, and at a tinme of great
chaos and uncertainty in the world | amextrenely concerned
t hat your nmany shortcom ngs could have potentially life-

t hr eat eni ng consequences for Anerican servi cenenbers.

In your confirmation hearing | expressed ny deep
reservations about your qualifications to run the DoD. |
also made it clear that no board of directors in the world
woul d hire sonmeone with so little experience to run a |arge
busi ness, much | ess the Departnent of Defense, where
Anmerican lives are on the line regularly. For this reason,
In addition to sone concerns we had about character,
ulti mately opposed your nom nati on.

And unfortunately nmy reservations have becone reality.
| know ny col | eagues have touched on sone of these issues,

but to briefly summari ze, you have failed to set the
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exanple, or lead fromthe front as you like to say, and
this includes pronpting a | eadership and oversi ght vacuum
at the Department by firing qualified uniforned | eaders

Wi t hout cause; creating loyalty tests and | eak

I nvestigations that have led to five of your senior

advi sors resigning or being fired; sharing classified
mlitary details on an unsecure app during operations in
Yenen that included unauthorized individuals on at |east
two separate occasions; and revoking the DoD personal
protection detail for both Secretary of Defense Mark Esper
and the fornmer Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, Mark M| ey,
putting their safety as risk while they are still under
threat fromlran.

W have seen tinme and tine again how your conduct and
| ack of personal responsibility are harm ng readi ness,
reputation, and professionalismof our mlitary. At a tine
where Israel and Iran are in open conflict and our
adversaries in Russia and China wll exploit any
weaknesses, unfortunately nmy worst fears about your
| eadership shortfalls, unfortunately, have been reali zed.

Secretary Hegseth, | firmy believe that
accountability fromleadership is vital in all sectors, not
just inthe mlitary, and denonstrating to your
subordi nates that everyone plays by the sanme rules helps to

build trust and open communi cations wthin your team And
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those two things are extrenely inportant.

And | know that you share ny desire to ensure that we
are hol ding our senior |eaders accountable for actions, and
during your nom nation hearing you stated, quote,
"accountability is com ng because everybody in this room
knows if you are rifleman and you | ose your rifle, they are
throw ng the book at you," end of quote. You also said
that | eadership has been unwilling to take accountability,
and | could not agree nore on how i nportant accountability
I'S.

As we all know, at the request of this Commttee, the
Depart ment of Defense inspector general |aunched an
I nvestigation into your use of Signal, an unclassified,
comrercially avail abl e nessagi ng application, to discuss
i nformation pertaining to mlitary actions in Yenen.

So given your focus on accountability, howw |l you
denonstrate this accountability to the nmen and wonen in the
US mlitary if the inspector general finds that you
| nproperly disclosed informtion?

Secretary Hegseth: That assessnent is pending at this
tinme.

Chai rman Wcker: That is a hypothetical question, but
the gentleman's tinme has expired.

Senator Peters: | think your answer is clear, you are

not going to be held accountabl e.
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Peters.
Senator Ml | en.

Senator Mullin: Tal k about accountability, | wonder
who was hel d accountable for the disastrous w thdrawal out
of Afghani stan, where 13 soldiers died and we | eft
t housands of Anericans behind, under Secretary Austin's
| ead. Did one person get held accountabl e during that
time? | do not know of anybody that got held accountable
for the Afghanistan withdrawal. But let's not tal k about
t hat .

Let's tal k about the turnoil, to which ny coll eagues
on the other side of the dais wants to talk about. Let's
tal k about that turnmoil. Under Secretary Austin, who was a
general by the way, you had the | owest norale neasured in
our mlitary history. You had retention absolutely
di sastrous. You had recruitnment that was not even neeting
the | owered standards that you guys | owered.

But et me see the contrast. W have the highest
noral e that has been neasured in decades in the mlitary.
We have recruiting nunbers that are exceedi ng expectations
that we have had. W have our enem es that fear us once
again, and our allies that |ove us, because they can trust
us. But that is not the narrative, Secretary Hegseth, that
our Denocrat col |l eagues want to draw.

But how short-mnded is your nenory? It was just a
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few nonths ago that you were supporting a Commander in
Chi ef that you guys were covering up for or flat out |ying
about. Who was in charge? And that was the Commander in
Chief -- although let's not tal k about that. |nstead,
let's just point fingers at sonething that fits the
narrative.

You want to tal k about war powers or the fact that
during our reposturing in the Mddl e East against Iran,
whi ch woul d have never taken place if our colleagues on the
ot her side woul d have held the adm ni stration accountabl e
while they were giving billions of dollars back to Iran,
and know ng good and well there in the briefings that they
were actually trying to devel op a nucl ear weapon. But we
turned a blind eye to that, and now the ness that was
created by the Biden admnistration, this adm nistrati on,
the Trunp adm nistration, and the | eadership of Secretary
Hegseth, is sinply trying to clean up. But forget about
the past. Let's talk about this.

Ch, let's tal k about reposturing, by the way. Wsn't
It Secretary of the Navy Del Toro that cane to us and said
that he was fighting the | argest naval battle since Wrld
War 1I. Did anybody on this dais authorize that? That was
his words, who sat right there where Secretary Hegseth was,
and | laughed, and | said | did not think the Houthis had a

navy, so why are we fighting a naval battle. D d you guys
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conplain about it? Didyou all say one thing about it?
No. You just sat there. Because, hey, it did not fit your
narrative, but this one does.

And does anyone want to start tal king about the
Nati onal Guard, the marines. D dn't President Ei senhower
depl oy troops, or federalize troops in Arkansas in 1957,
and al so depl oyed the 101st Ai rborne, because the Governor
then refused to protect civil rights and personal property?
Yeah.

What about President Kennedy, in '62 and '63, that
also did it because M ssissippi and Al abama refused to do
the sane thing. So since the Governor at that tine refused
to protect citizens and the property, he federalized the
National Guard. Oh, let's think about '65, too, because
LBJ did the exact sane thing.

But that is history, but yet it is extrenely inportant
to the context of what you guys are claimng to be done
here. But that does not fit the narrative that you guys
want to put out there.

Hi story is history. Look back at it if you want to,
or not. But keep in mnd, every tinme you are pointing
fingers here you have got three fingers pointing back at
you. Because the previous adm nistration, you guys 100
percent turned a blind eye to and did nothing to hold them

accountable. Nothing. So do not sit up here on the dais
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and pretend like you are trying to hold the Adm nistration
account abl e now, because you did not for 4 years. You had
literally covered up for a Commander in Chief that was
absent, absent m nded and absent |eadership. And you guys
did absolutely nothing. Even your left-leaning nedia is
saying it was the worst cover-up possibly in political

hi story, yet nothing fromyou guys.

You all shoul d be ashanmed of yourselves. Literally,
you shoul d be ashanmed of yoursel ves.

| yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Millen. Senator
Rosen.

Senator Rosen: | yield ny tine to Senator Duckwort h.

Chai rman W cker: Senator Duckwort h.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman. In
response to ny coll eague from Ckl ahoma, | believe the
Secretary of Defense has just responded | ast week and
admtted that the $1 billion mssion that he | ed agai nst
t he Hout his, who do not have a navy, has not restored the
transitive U. S -flagged commerci al vessels through the Red
Sea, and in fact, has resulted in the loss of two F-18
Hornets, to the tune of $60 million apiece, as well as, |
believe the | ast count was seven Reaper drones to the tune
of another $200 m|lion.

You are blowi ng through noney |ike ny fell ow cadets
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and | did in our first liberty after basic canp. Luckily,
| did not end up with a questionable tattoo.

Your failures, M. Secretary, since you have taken
of fi ce, have been staggering. You sent classified
operational information over Signal to chest-bunp in front
of your wife, who by the way, has no security cl earance,
ri sking servicenenber lives in the process. You blew the
$1 billion fight against the Houthis, whom again, as ny
col | eague says, has no navy, and yet you lost all of those
aircraft. You have created such a hostile comand
envi ronnment that no one wants to serve as your Chief of
Staff, or work with you and other senior DoD | eadership
rol es.

But what we should all be tal king about, nore than al
of this, is that you have an unjustified, un-Anerican
m suse of the mlitary in Arerican cities, pulling
resources and attention away fromcore mssions, to the
detrinent of the country, the warfighters, and yes, the
warfighting that you claimto love. | do not knowif this
I S because you are too i nexperienced and inconpetent to
understand the real threats facing our country, or if it is
because you are just an unqualified yes-man who cannot tell
the President how to keep Anericans safe. You are focusing
on renam ng bases for Confederate generals. You said just

now to Senator King that, "to a nman and to a wonman, we
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woul d rather be associated with the old Confederate nanes."

Well, | amone of those wonen. | served at Fort
Rucker, Al abama, a base that was named for a traitor who
took arns against the United States of Anmerica, |ed troops
to kill Americans. It was renaned for M ke Novosel, a
Medal of Honor recipient, who, in his citation for the
Medal of Honor, includes that he saved 29 Anerican lives,
to include hovering backwards in a helicopter towards an
eneny bunker where a wounded Anerican was | aying, and saved
that person, including after taking fire hinself. | know a
little sonething about what it takes to fly a helicopter
when you have been hit by eneny fire. That was heroic. |
woul d rather be associated with M ke Novosel than a fail ed
Conf ederate traitor.

| do not know whether you are inexperienced or too
| nconpetent, but | wonder when you will actually focus on
our nation's warfighting m ssion.

We know that California is just a deliberate,
political and dangerous canpaign |ed by you. W should not
be using our mlitary to be cops agai nst Anericans.

General Caine, as Chairman, a key part of your job is
to coordinate mlitary planning across the Joint Force. |Is
the Departnent currently incorporating into any mlitary
pl ans expandi ng the use of the Reserve forces, to include

the National CGuard or active-duty troops, to support
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donestic | aw enforcenent, including in other |ocations in
the United States?
General Caine: Senator, you know, we carefully --
Senat or Duckworth: Yes or no, General ?
General Caine: Well, it is not really a yes-or-no

question, Madam Senator. W plan all kinds of different

t hi ngs.
Senat or Duckworth: | think it is a yes-or-no
guesti on.
General Caine: | amnot aware of anything. But the

reason why | amanswering is the TAGs may be | ooking at
sonething that | am not aware of.

Senat or Duckworth: \at are you doing at your |evel?
You are not aware of that happening at your |evel? Because
we know that on his first day, President Trunp directed
U S. Northern Command to revise its Unified Command Plan to
add new planning requirenents to conbat, and | quote,
"crimnal activities." A series of follow up executive
orders continued to redirect DoD priorities to supporting
donestic | aw enforcenent, including one in April that tells
DoD, and | quote, "use national security assets for |aw and
order." In other words, do | aw enforcenent's job.

| would like to enter these executive orders into the

record, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: |s there objection? Wthout
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so ordered.

[ The information follows:]
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Senat or Duckworth: Secretary Hegseth, you say you are
focused on warfighting and warriors. These are your words.
Yet you are diverting untold DoD resources and attention to
the fundanmentally non-mlitary m ssion of donestic
policing. Across our country we have qualified police
officers who are trained for that m ssion. They know those
Streets better than the marines you depl oyed to Los
Angel es, who normally focus on the Indo-Pacific. And you
recently approved 700 nore troops in three other states to
do adm n and | ogistics work for |CE

You say all of this is valuable training, but | would
much rather have our troops do tough, realistic training
rel evant to high-end conbat. Instead of typing in
spreadsheets for ICE, they should be conducting live-fire
maneuver exercises. Instead of patrolling Anerican
nei ghbor hoods and standing in front of Federal buildings,

t hey shoul d be rehearsing proper firing mssion. W have
| ocal police who can stand in front of those Federal
buildings. And the list of distractions goes on.

You are encouragi ng a DoD workforce to go work for DHS
I n increasing nunbers. You are pulling the mlitary away
fromfacing foreign enemes who literally say things |ike
"death to Anerica.” And you are putting troops with
weapons ai ned at Ameri cans.

M. Secretary, let the mlitary get back to its real
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job. Stop ordering themto do DHS's. And if you want to
be DHS Secretary, maybe you can apply for that job when you
are fired fromthis one, due to your inconpetence.

Chairman Wcker: The Senator's tine has expired.
Senat or Budd.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank you
all for being here. | think you all are doing a great job,
and the proof is in the pudding, if you |look at norale, if
you | ook at recruiting, you |look at deterrence. Incredible
performance conpared to the |ast adm nistration, so thank
you all for your work, in short order, as well.

M. Secretary, while | was overseas and tine zones
away this past weekend | was able to watch the parade, even
t hough it was on the size of a phone screen. But | just
wanted to catch a quick glinpse at it, since it was

controversial fromthe other side. And | tell you what, |

stayed up until 2 am | could not turn it off.
Because it was not about you, M. Secretary. It was
not about our President. It was about the nmen and wonen

that do not get recogni zed each and every day. And | could
just see themgrinning, underneath their helnets and their
battle dress uniforns, smling fromear to ear, being
recogni zed, whether it is on TV or by those of us in

el ected office that were present, or the folks that stood

up to support them So thank you for that. And again,
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back to the norale that we are seeing and the recruiting
nunbers, | think it will go even higher as a result of
that, so | appreciate what you did.

M. Secretary, | want to echo what ny coll eague,
Senator Craner, said a few nonents ago about air dom nance.
I n previous years, Air Force officials have recomended
purchasing at |east 72 fighters a year, which would be
reachabl e by maxi m zing F-35 and the F-15EX production
lines. And | applaud the President's decision to proceed
wth the F-47, but | understand it is going to take a while
before that is devel oped and fielded. And |I aminterested
In maintaining a strong | evel of production of other
advanced fighters in the interim

So what can you tell us about the future of the F-
15EX, in particular, while we await the arrival of the F-
47? And, M. Secretary, that would be for you, and M.
Chai rman, you have got significant experience as a fighter
pilot, so if you would care to weigh in, as well.

Secretary Hegseth: To your point, Senator, | would
defer the balance of ny air superiority tine to the
Chairman. But | would note that the budget does have a
substantial increase on F-15EX, recognizing its
capabilities and the bridging function that particular
aircraft provides us. And all of this with an eye towards

existing fights and future fights, but it certainly does
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make an investnent.

Senat or Budd: Chairnman?

General Caine: Yes, sir. Thanks for the question.
You know, you could use the current Israeli efforts as a
case study in air dom nance and air superiority. And if
you | ook at harder problens in Iran, you start to see the
| nportance of having the mx of things |ike F-47, EX and
any other future capabilities that are consi dered.

So we have to stay up on the TacAir step, and
appreci ate your | eadership and interest in this, sir, as we
nove forward.

Senator Budd: Thank you. Switching gears a bit, M.
Secretary, our special operations forces play a crucial
role in preventing and then wi nning arned conflict.
However, the previous adm nistration proposed cuts to SOF
billets in the prograns. So how does the President's
budget request inpact the size, structure, and posture of
our special operations forces for 20267

Secretary Hegseth: Well, sir, what you will not see
Is cuts to SOF billets, especially recognizing not just the
| ast 25 years but even the OPTEMPO of the last 4 to 6
years, and the recognition that those are forces that are
used often, nobilized often. There is a stress and strain
on that. So investnments both in personnel but also

training and capabilities is front and center.
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Senat or Budd: Thank you for that. Last year, | |ed
an NDAA provision that nmandates that all future annual
def ense pl anni ng gui dances includes specifics wth respect
to the size, structure, posture, and priorities for SCF.
So | want to nake clear the inportance of this directive.
The Committee was due a report back on March 1st on this
conponent of the defense planni ng gui dance, but since that
date has conme and gone, | wll ask now.

WIIl you, M. Secretary, comnmt to seeing this
requi renent through and providing an update to this
Committee on its progress?

Secretary Hegseth: Yes, Senator, we will get that to
you.

Senator Budd: Thank you. | want to ask briefly about
muni tions, CGeneral Caine. How do you see the rate of
muni tions usage in Wkraine and the M ddl e East,
particularly our ground-based interceptors and air-to-air
m ssiles influencing this budget request and future budget
request s?

General Caine: Wll, Senator, we are always m ndf ul
of the consunption rate. One of the great case stories of
the fight in the Mddle East is the advancenent of use of
rockets, |aser rockets, to target one-way attack drones,
which | know the Conm ttee hel ped push. And that is

hel ping to save sonme of our critical air-to-air nunitions.
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offline, sir.

Senat or Budd: Please do. Thank you. Chairman?

Chairman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator Kelly,
Senat or Rosen yielded her tinme to Senator Duckworth, who
was scheduled to be last. Do you think we ought to go
ahead and | et Senator Rosen ask questions right now?

Senator Kelly: One hundred percent.

Chai rman W cker: Absolutely. Senator Rosen, you are
recogni zed. | thought | would just create a stir down
t here.

Senator Rosen: No. | thank you to ny seatmates on
both sides. Thank you, M. Chairman. W take care of each
ot her.

Agai n, thank you, Chairman W cker, Ranking Menber
Reed, for holding this hearing. M. Secretary, we have a
short anpbunt of tine, so | amjust going to ask a few
sinpl e questions, and | would just appreciate for sone of
t hem you woul d just answer yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth, would you agree that every senior
official in the Departnent of Defense nust reflect the
val ues and conduct that our servicenenbers mnmust uphold and
our citizens expect?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, we want to uphold the

hi ghest possi bl e standards.
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Senator Rosen: | will take that for a yes. Wuld you
al so agree then that antisemtismand antisemtic
conspiracy theories have no place in our governnment or
mlitary? Yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth: They should not.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. So would you al so agree
t hat anyone who has posted, and | am going to quote,
"antisemtic conspiracy theories lifted right out of a neo-
Nazi pl aybook," end quote, should not be anywhere near a
position of power? Yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth: Since | do not believe the
characterization of many officials in the news nedi a,
woul d need to see precisely what is being characterized.

Senat or Rosen: But generally. But generally, would
you not say that --

Secretary Hegseth: Generally speaking, sure.

Senator Rosen: -- if we thought sonething was com ng
out of a neo-Nazi playbook, it does not have any place in
our Departnent of Defense.

Now, Secretary Hegseth, the quote that | just read you
was referencing Ms. Kingsley WIlson, the DoD Press
Secretary. It is a direct quote from her, who ny
Republ i can col | eagues on this Commttee have al so expressed
al arm over, due to her comments. |In fact, one coll eague

said, and | amgoing to quote again, "Cbviously | don't
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agree wth her cooments. | trust the Pentagon wi || address
this," end quote. However, in the nonths since, not only
have you not addressed these antisemtic comrents, you have
pronoted Ms. WIlson. This seens to be at odds, honestly,
wth President Trunp's commtnent, very public comm tnent,
to conbat antisemtism which you just said you, too,
agreed wth.

So Secretary Hegseth, given the rise in antisemtic

vi ol ence, hate crinmes in our nation, and to show that the

Trunp admnistration -- the Trunp adm nistration, your
adm nistration -- does have a zero tolerance policy for
antisemtism wll you dismss Ms. Kingsley fromher role

as the U S. mlitary spokesperson today? Yes or no.
Secretary Hegseth: Again, that is why | referenced
t he context and characterization.
Senator Rosen: Oh, we will send you the quote, sir.
Secretary Hegseth: | have worked directly with her.
She does a fantastic job. And any suggestion that | or her
or others are party to antisemtismis a
m scharacteri zation sinply to win political points.
Senator Rosen: | will be glad to send you this quote,
sir, and | amgoing to --

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, you are attenpting to --

Senator Rosen: -- take your |ack of an answer --
Secretary Hegseth: -- win political points on the
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backs of m scharacterizing --

Senator Rosen: -- confirns what we have known al
al ong.

Secretary Hegseth: -- statenments of a nenber of ny
Depart nent.

Senat or Rosen: The Trunp adm nistration is not
seri ous.

Secretary Hegseth: And | amnot going to stand for
t hat .

Senator Rosen: You are not a serious person. You are
not serious about rooting out, fighting antisemtismwthin
the ranks of our DoD. It is despicable. You ought to be
ashamed of yourself.

| am going to nove on to General Haugh, the sudden,

I nexplicable dismssal of General Haugh. He served as both
the Direction of the National Security Agency, Commander of
USCYBERCOM It is deeply concerning. It raises
significant questions about the decision-nmaking process's
potential consequences. Public reports indicate that the
renoval of General Haugh, who has served his country
proudly, has been influenced by social nedia influencer --
an influencer, a personality on social nedia -- Laura
Looner. She spreads conspiracy theories. She has been
denounced even by Republicans. And the idea that any

| eaders within our agencies responsible for our nation's
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security, sonebody woul d be di sm ssed based on the advice
of a social nedia influencer is alarmng, to say the |east.
It is surely not how we should be running our mlitary.

So were you consulted regardi ng General Haugh's
di sm ssal? Yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth: Well, Senator, | would not advise
bel i eving everything you read in the nedia.

Senator Rosen: \Were you consulted --

Secretary Hegseth: And | amconsulted on every single
deci si on.

Senat or Rosen: (kay. So that is alarmng.

Secretary Hegseth: | amthe decision-maker for the
Depart nment - -

Senator Rosen: It is your Departnent.

Secretary Hegseth: -- and we all serve at the

pl easure of the President.

Senat or Rosen: (kay.

Secretary Hegseth: And we have the prerogative to
make - -

Senat or Rosen: So what was your --

Secretary Hegseth: -- those decisions for the best of
the country --

Senator Rosen: -- what was your reconmmendation?

Secretary Hegseth: -- and we did that.

Senator Rosen: Did you personally approve M. Haugh's
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di sm ssal ? Yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth: Anyone com ng or going --

Senat or Rosen: Personally approve.

Secretary Hegseth: -- at the Defense Departnent,
especially at that level, would ultimately be a deci sion
made by ne --

Senator Rosen: So that is a yes.

Secretary Hegseth: -- and | stand behind that.

Senator Rosen: Did you personally relieve hin? D d
you personally relieve hin? Yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth: Anyone at that |evel --

Senator Rosen: You did, so that is a yes.

Secretary Hegseth: -- who is relieved, would be
relieved by the Secretary of Defense.

Senat or Rosen: WAs there a specific justification for
General Haugh's dismssal? Ws there specific
justification for CGeneral Haugh's di sm ssal ?

Secretary Hegseth: M am we all serve at the
pl easure of the President, and the President deserves the
type of commanders and advisors that he thinks will best
equip him--

Senator Rosen: Did you discuss Ceneral Haugh's

di sm ssal --
Secretary Hegseth: -- to acconplish the m ssion.
Senator Rosen: -- with Laura Looner prior to his
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renmoval ?

Secretary Hegseth: | do not discuss who | tal k about
anything with, but ultimately this is ny decision, and he
serves as the pleasure of the President, and that is why he
I's no |onger there.

Senat or Rosen: So do you believe it is appropriate
for any social nedia personality to influence personnel
decisions in your Departnent? Yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth: | believe your tine is up,

Senat or.

Senator Rosen: Onh, it is not up to you to tell ne
when ny tine is up.

Chairman Wcker: WlIl, the tinme of the Senator --

Senator Rosen: | amgoing to say, M. Secretary, you
are either feckless or conplicit. You are not in control
of your Departnent. You are unserious. It is shocking you
are not conbatting antisemtismwthin your ranks. It is a
dangerous and pivotal tinme in our nation's history.

Thank you, M. Chairman. | yield back. And | do not
appreciate the smrks, sir. You are the Secretary of
Def ense.

Chairman Wcker: The tinme of the gentlelady has
expired. Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. M.

Secretary, | want to tal k about the proposed Gol den Done
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m ssile defense system There is a request to spend $25
billion in this year alone. First of all, is this system
designed to intercept a full salvo attack?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, it is a nultilayer system
that would include different types of salvos. Qoviously --

Senator Kelly: So it is not just rogue nation. Ckay.

Secretary Hegseth: No, it is neant to -- yeah, it is
not nmeant to be just one nation. It could be utilized in
di fferent scenari os.

Senator Kelly: Against Russia and China, full salvo.
So what kind of reliability are you aimng to build into
the systen? Are we |ooking for sonething Iike four 9s on
I nt ercept success, 99.99 percent reliability?

Secretary Hegseth: (Qoviously, you seek the highest
possi ble. You begin with what you have and integrating
those C2 networks and sensors. Building up capabilities
that are existing wwth an eye toward future capabilities
that can cone online as quickly as possible, not just
ground- based but space-based, all aspects.

Senator Kelly: So against future capability too.

Secretary Hegseth: Correct.

Senator Kelly: So do you believe that we can build a
systemthat can intercept all incomng threats? Do you
think we could build that systen? This is a very hard

physi cs problem
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Secretary Hegseth: And you would know, as well as
anybody, sir, howdifficult this problemis, and that is
why we put our best people onit. W think the Anerican
peopl e deserve it =-

Senator Kelly: So let ne tell you --

Secretary Hegseth: -- in jeopardy by --

Senator Kelly: Let ne tell you what | think we are
facing here. W are tal king about hundreds of | CBMs,
| aunched si nul taneously, varying trajectories, MRVs,
multiple reentry vehicles, thousands of decoys, hypersonic
glide vehicles, all at once. And considering what the
future threat mght be, it m ght even be nore conplicated

than that. And you are proposing spending not just $25

billion, but upwards of, | think CBO estimated this, at

| east half a trillion, other estimates a trillion dollars.
| amall for having a systemthat would work. | am

not sure that the physics can get there on this. It is

I ncredi bly conplicat ed.

So | want to get to another issue that you are facing
here. How nmuch of the staff of the Ofice of the Director
of Operational Test and Evaluation did you cut?

Secretary Hegseth: After collaboration, sir, wth the
service departnents, the Joint Staff, and others, we
identified that as a place where there were redundanci es

and additional |ayers --
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Senator Kelly: | will tell you what you cut. You cut
nost of it.

Secretary Hegseth: So nbst of it. Most of it.

Senator Kelly: Mst of it. And was your decision to
cut nore than half of the Pentagon's Testing and Eval uation
Ofice staff driven, in part, by concerns about the
office's plan to oversee testing of Gol den Done?

Secretary Hegseth: The concerns were not specific to
CGol den Done, sir. It was years and years of del ays,
unnecessarily, based on redundancies in the decision-mking
process, that the services, COCOMs, and the Joint Staff,
together with OSD, identified as a | ogjam --

Senator Kelly: M. Secretary --

Secretary Hegseth: -- that was not hel ping the
process --
Senator Kelly: -- to get the reliability we would

need, you need sonething that is at four 9s, 99.99 percent
reliability, with all these challenges. And you cut the
staff of the people who are going to nake sure this thing
wor ks before we nake it operational, before we give it to
the warfighters. You have got to go back and take a | ook
at this.

But | also strongly encourage you to put together,

bef ore we spend $25 billion or $175 billion or $563 billion

or $1 trillion, put together a group of people to figure
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out if the physics will work. You could go down a road
here and spend hundreds and hundreds of billions of dollars
of the taxpayer noney, get to the end, and we have a system
that is not functional. That very well could happen. And
you are doing this just because the President -- and |
understand your role as the Secretary of Defense; you have
got to execute what the President says.

But this idea, you know, m ght not be fully baked, and
you can get in front of it now and figure out and find out
I f you put the right physicists on this. And | am not
saying go to the big defense contractors. Go to
scientists, and | know there is a questionable rel ationship
with this Admnistration and scientists, but go to sone
scientists, figure out what we would have to do to build a
system and then nake smart deci sions before we spend
hundreds and hundreds of billions of dollars.

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, we are doing that,
| everagi ng exi sting technol ogi es and not prem sing the
proj ect on aspirational technol ogies, what we can actually
do, and woul d wel cone --

Senator Kelly: But $25 billion in the first year is a
| ot of noney. That is nore than just figuring out if we

have the ability to build a systemthat can handl e a ful

salvo threat -- hypersonic live vehicles, MRVs, thousands
of decoys.
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Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Kelly. Senator
Sheehy.

Senat or Sheehy: For General Caine, | am curious of
your thoughts, now that you are in the chair officially.
China is building ships about 230 tines faster than we do.
Qur ability to scale our maritine industrial base has been
t he subject of nuch discussion. And ny biggest concern is
we could give the Navy unlimted funds right now, and even
that would not be able to fix the problemwe have within
the existing paradigm And we have to rethink how we
acqui re, deploy, and maintain our Navy.

As we approach, potentially, a new CNO taking the seat
here, what are we doing at the Departnent |evel to explore
alternative ways |li ke |easing a navy, like giving private
I ndustry the incentive to build stable requirenents,
towards stable requirenents with consistent engineering
specs so that they can build to these requirenents, |et
private industry take sone risks and extend thensel ves on
this so we can benefit fromthe ability and the agility of
private industry to solve problens quickly?

General Caine: Sir, thanks. Thanks for your
guestion. | share your concerns about how fast we are
bui | di ng ships. | am encouraged, though, by the | eadership

that the Deputy Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the
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this, as well as the other parts of the Departnent,
Acqui sition and Sustai nnent, and Research and Engi neeri ng.

You know, | have not heard yet on a |easing
di scussion. As you know, as a forner aviation business
owner, there are ops leases and things |like that, that
offer capability at different nodels. There has been sone
experience of that on the H Il before. | amthinking back
to Senator McCain had sonme strong views on leading in a
prior life.

But | would defer that conversation to our OSD
col |l eague, sir, who would drive that.

Senat or Sheehy: kay. Well, | think we have to think
outsi de the box, and that is true on all defense
acqui sition prograns, and | wel cone either of your
t houghts, as well.

Senator Warren and | actually have recently partnered
on an initiative that is praising what Senator Driscoll has
done at the Arny side, to expand the flexibility of the
services to have nore alternative pathways. | go back to
our MRAP program about 15 years ago, a program which saved
ny life and the Iives of many ot her servicenen, | am sure,
in this room as well

So finding alternative ways to acquire things is

really what we have to do now. And if we continue to try

120
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to jama turkey into the garbage disposal and just give
nore and nore noney to a process that, frankly, has been
failing for decades, | think we need to try to fix the
process first. And | would be curious as to either of your
t hought s, open response, as to what we can do immedi ately
here to start reform ng our defense acquisition paradi gm so
we can keep pace with -- it is not a near-peer threat with
China. They are a peer. So it is a peer-to-peer threat.
How are we going to reformour industrial base to keep pace
with thenf?

General Caine: Sir, | think this could be a nuch
| onger conversation, which |I am happy to have with you.
You know, | note that the |ineup of |eaders that we have in
t he Congress right now, here on this Commttee and the
other side, the |l eaders in the Departnent, the |leaders in
I ndustry, it feels Iike we have the team now who w | |
actually nove the ball, grab ahold of that entrepreneuri al
spirit that Arerica is so well known for, and get after it.

| am m ndful of the work that has been done before.
We cannot continue to nove on the sane trajectory, and we
must get after this. W owe it to the Joint Force to be
properly arned, at scale, with the right capabilities, so
that they can win and cone hone.

So | would love to partner with you on that, as | know

our OSD col | eagues woul d, as wel .
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Senat or Sheehy: Well, and the speed at which we have
sol ved our recruiting chall enges, hopefully we can do the
same thing with the ability to nmake bullets, bonbs,
artillery shells, planes, and ships, because we owe it to
the 17-, 18-, 19-year-old kids who are going to be fighting
t hese systens on the front line, to make sure they have
enough of themto replace attrition, and also that those
systens are as good as they can be, and when they need
t hem

Thanks for your tine today.

Chai rman W cker: Senator Sheehy and General, | would
| ove to be part of that |onger conversation about that
I ssue. Thank you, Senator Sheehy. Senator Sl otkin.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you, Chairman. M. Secretary,
| said in your hearing, when you had your confirmation
heari ng, that ny biggest concern with you at the hel mwas
the potential use of the mlitary in ways that contradict
the Constitution or that taint what | hope we all want,
which is an apolitical mlitary.

And when | asked you about whether you woul d accept an
order, that was actually given to your predecessor,
Secretary Esper, Trunp's SecDef, to deploy active-duty
troops agai nst unarned protesters, and to, in Secretary
Esper's words, "shoot at them shoot at their legs,"” you

said this was all theoretical
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Here we are, a few nonths later. You have depl oyed
4,700 troops to Los Angel es, against the wi shes of the
Governor. And ny col |l eague across the aisle was right --
it is the first time since 1965 that we have depl oyed Guard
troops wthout the perm ssion of the Governor. In all the
I nstances he laid out, the President had sent in the
mlitary to protect protesters, not against the protesters.

So you may dismss it, but | feel like this is a
fundanental issue of Anerican denocracy. |If you |ove your
country and you want to an apolitical mlitary, then it
shoul d be the last resort, not the first resort, in our
country to use them

So to get to the non-theoretical, have you authorized
the uniforned mlitary to detain or arrest protesters in
Los Angel es?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, | would just start by
saying you are not a protester if you are throw ng concrete
at | aw enforcenent officers.

Senator Slotkin: A hundred percent. Arrest those

people. Throwthemin the jail, 100 percent. But what you

are doing is sonething different. Everyone knows this is a

political decision, right, so we do not trust that you are
using the best interests of the mlitary, certainly, and of

denocracy on top of that.
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So have you given the order -- that is all | want to
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know, it is not theoretical -- for the US mlitary --
mlitary, not |aw enforcenent; they can arrest all day
long, that is their job -- do they have the ability, the
uniformed mlitary, to arrest and detain protesters
currently today?

Secretary Hegseth: | --

Senator Slotkin: It is a yes-or-no thing, authority.

Secretary Hegseth: It is anusing the extent to which
the speculation is out there. These troops are given very
clear orders --

Senator Slotkin: Then what is the order? Then |i st
it out for us. Be a man. List it out. D d you authorize

themto detain or arrest? That is a fundanental issue of

denocracy. | amnot trying to be a snot here. | amjust
trying to get the actual -- did you authorize themto do
t hat ?

Secretary Hegseth: Al of these orders and what they

are sent to do there are public. They are there to --
Senator Slotkin: So say it. Say it. Yes or no.
Secretary Hegseth: | would like to.

Senator Slotkin: Please, yes or no, did you --
Secretary Hegseth: As | have said tine and tine
again, through interruption, they are there to protect |aw

enforcenent, ICE officers --

Senator Slotkin: Do they have the ability to arrest -
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Secretary Hegseth: -- who are trying to do their job

Senator Slotkin: Ckay.

Secretary Hegseth: -- of deporting illegals who were
allowed in by the previous adm nistration.

Senator Slotkin: So they cannot arrest and detain
citizens of the United States, the uniformed mlitary. 1Is
that right?

Secretary Hegseth: As we have stated, if necessary,
in their own self-defense, they can tenporarily detain --

Senator Slotkin: Ckay.

Secretary Hegseth: -- and hand over to |CE

Senator Slotkin: Have you given --

Secretary Hegseth: But there is no arresting going
on. And you know this.

Senator Slotkin: -- have you authorized --

Secretary Hegseth: You are trying to play political
ganes --

Senator Slotkin: -- the US mlitary --

Secretary Hegseth: There is no arresting of U S.
per sonnel .

Senator Slotkin: -- to use cyber tools of the U S
mlitary agai nst nenbers of the protest? Have you

authorized U S mlitary cyber tools to investigate people
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participating in these protests? Yes or no.

Secretary Hegseth: Certainly in no way that | woul d
be aware of.

Senator Slotkin: GCkay. That is good. | |ove that
answer. That is great. Have you given the order to be
able to shoot at unarned protesters, in any way? | amjust
asking the question. Don't laugh. Like the whole country
-- and by the way, ny coll eagues across the aisle --

Secretary Hegseth: Wat is that based on? What
evi dence woul d you have that an order |ike that --

Senator Slotkin: Based on Donald Trunp --

Secretary Hegseth: -- has ever been given?

Senator Slotkin: -- giving that order to your
predecessor, to a Republican Secretary of Defense, who |
give a lot of credit to, because he did not accept the
order. He had nore guts and balls than you, because he
said, "I amnot going to send in the uniforned mlitary to
do sonmething that | knowin my gut is not right." He was
asked to shoot at their legs. He wote that in his book.
That is not hearsay.

So your poo-poohing of this, it just shows you do not
understand who we are as a country, who we are. And all of
ny col | eagues across the aisle, especially the ones that
served, should want an apolitical mlitary and not want

citizens to be scared of their owmn mlitary.
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| lTove the mlitary. | served al ongside ny whol e
life. So | amworried about you tainting it. Have you
given the order -- have you given the order that they can
use lethal force against -- | want the answer to be no.

Pl ease, tell nme it is no. Have you given the order?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, | would be careful what
you read in books and believing it, except for the Bible.

Senator Slotkin: OCh, ny God. So your fornmer
predecessor, | guess that is not enough for you. Ckay.

On Iran, | do not think there is a debate. There is
| i ke a catfight going on in your own party about whether to
go after Iran. Have you conmm ssioned any day after
pl anni ng, so any force protection, any use of ground troops
in Iran, any cost assessnents? Because | do not think we
doubt what we can do as a country in the attack. It is the
day after, with Iraq and Afghani stan, that so nmany of us
have | earned to be so deeply concerned about. Have you
aut hori zed day after planning?

Secretary Hegseth: As | have said, we have plans for
everyt hing, Senator.

Senat or Sl otkin: Ckay.

Chairman Wcker: And | would also reiterate how we
began, that there will be a classified portion of this 15
m nutes after we adjourn.

Senat or Banks, you are recogni zed.
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Senat or Banks: An apolitical mlitary. Secretary,
woul dn't you say that in the last adm nistration, under Joe
Bi den, Secretary Austin, Mark M|l ey, we have never seen
the mlitary politicized in a way that it was over those 4
year s?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, | would say our m ssion
has been to take the politics out of the mlitary, take the

| deol ogy out of the mlitary. And as a result, you have

seen the response of young Anmericans who have -- | called
It a bunp, at first. | just want to correct that, Senator.
It has been a tsunam . |t has been a historic response of

young Americans who are j oining.

Senator Banks: | want to unpack it. | want to unpack
this with you, M. Secretary. Prior to President Trunp's
election, the mlitary was struggling wth the worst
recruitnment crisis in 50 years. That all seened to have
changed overni ght, on one specific day, and the chart shows
iIt. The Arny doubled its recruitnment from Novenber of 2024
to the previous Novenber. The Navy, the sane thing. The
Navy's recruitnment skyrocketed 80 percent from Novenber of
2024 to the previous year.

M. Secretary, what changed?

Secretary Hegseth: There was an el ection, Senator.

Senat or Banks: \Why does that matter?

Secretary Hegseth: Because |eadership matters, sir.
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Belief in your country matters. Having the back of your
troops matters. Setting a clear mssion matters. Ensuring
that if troops are used it is for a clear, defined m ssion.
It is funding themproperly. It is giving themthe proper
authorities to execute.

Ameri cans watch what happens with their political and
mlitary |l eadership. In President Trunp they understand
t hey have a Conmander in Chief that has their back, that
| oves the country, that | oves them Qur job has been to
reflect that through the Departnent, by getting rid of al
the distractions, by enforcing the basics, by getting back
to standards and readi ness. And, as a result, we have seen
a generation of young people stand up and say they want to
serve under President Trunp.

Senat or Banks: These nunbers have steadily increased.
As you said, you called it a tsunam. | nean, | call it
the Trunp bunp because it did begin on one day, but every
nonth since we have seen those recruitnments for the Arny
and the Navy, especially, the best Navy recruitnment in 20
years, the best Arny recruitnent in 15 years. How do we
keep that up?

Secretary Hegseth: Well, sir, | think we keep that up
by staying true to what we said we would do to those young
Americans and their famlies. | wote a book before |

started this process, talking to a lot of vets and their
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famlies who were wondering whet her they woul d reconmmend
mlitary service to the next generation. | hear fromthem
and ot hers who say, "Now we are wlling to do that under
this President's | eadership.”

Staying true to who we are, staying true to the basic,
the Constitution, their core m ssion, keeping themready,
fundi ng them and suppl yi ng them properly, and then having
their back, truly, matters. And | think by doing that, and
t hen enphasi zing recruiting and the basic, | think we w |
continue to be able to be on the right trajectory.

Senat or Banks: M. Secretary, | have never seen a
Secretary of Defense that is so in tune with our soldiers,
our sailors, our airnen, and marines as you. You have gone
out, and you are visiting with them you are talking to
them every single day. Wat kind of stories are you
heari ng, especially fromour newest recruits? Wat are
they telling you? What are they telling you specifically
about why it matters?

Secretary Hegseth: Well, | wll start with those that
are reenlisting or they have been in for a while, who say
it has all changed. The entire environnent has changed,
the norale and the spirit.

Senat or Banks: They see the change.

Secretary Hegseth: They feel the change. They feel

the idea that if | amgiven a job to do, | wll be given
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everything necessary to do it, the authorities to do it. |
am not being m cromanaged. | know that ny conmander w | |
have nmy back. And then the young people, it is the

exci tenment about the possibility of serving under President
Trunp, being a part of sonething greater than thensel ves,
and knowi ng that in the White House they have got a
commander who will defend their interests.

Senator Banks: It is really about the, as | said, |
nean, as ny col | eague was tal ki ng about apolitical
mlitary, | nean, the wokeness, the radical transgender
novenent, the abortion travel mandates, the way the | ast
adm nistration politicized the mlitary.

There was a survey in 2023 that pointed this out, and
the Arny rel eased the survey in 2023, that clainmed that
young Anericans' fear of discrimnation drove away nore
recruits than wokeness. And wokeness was a bi g indicator,
too, in that survey.

Do you think those argunments still stand up today?

Secretary Hegseth: Senator, you nmake a great point.
Every Anerican wants to be treated |ike an individual, not
because they are Black or white or nale or female, rich or
poor, or because of sone cal cul ati on of what we need nore
of or need less of. But sinply can you rise to the
chal l enge of this job, of service to your nation? That

chal l enge i nspires young people, and that is what we have
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seen.

Senator Banks: | think the Commander in Chief
matters. M. Secretary, you matter. GCeneral, you matter.
Thank you for your |eadership. The facts speak for
t hensel ves.

M. Chairman, | yield back.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Banks. |Is there
objection to putting representation of the chart in the
record at this point? Wthout objection, it will be
or der ed.

[ The information foll ows: ]
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Senator Reed: May | ask a question, M. Chairnmn?

Chai rman W cker: Senator Reed.

Senator Reed: | note that the chart starts in
November of 2023 and goes to Novenber of 2024, and
Presi dent Bi den was President through the entire period.
So you are suggesting that the significant ranp-up took
pl ace imedi ately after Election Day, which would have been
20 days of Novenber 20247

Senat or Banks: That is exactly what | am suggesti ng,
Senator. The nunbers speak for thensel ves.

Senat or Reed: Do you have any data to suggest that?

Senat or Banks: The General of the Arny told ne so,
and if you ask for those nunbers fromthe Arny, you wll
see the sane dynamc that | have. The el ection of Donald
Trunp, the election of himand the indication to those
recruits around the country that he is going to becone the
Commander in Chief actually mattered. And those nunbers
have risen dramatically ever since Election Day.

Senat or Reed: There was no inpact of the
Adm nistration's activities over several years before that,
and al so through the period of Novenber 2023, which
enconpassed the Biden admnistration. It is funny you get
a Trunp bunp while Biden is President of the United States.
So | would be curious to see that data.

Senat or Banks: | think it is incredible, as well,
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Senator Reed: Unbelievable m ght be a better word.

Chai rman Wcker: Are there further questions? W are
sort of nowinto the second round of questioning.

Wt hout objection, we will close this portion, and if
our nmenbers and witnesses could join us in the Visitor's
Center SCIF in 15 mnutes, we would appreciate it. Until
then, we are in recess.

[ Wher eupon, at 12:17 p.m, the hearing recessed, to

reconvene in a closed hearing.]
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