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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE POSTURE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
THE AIR FORCE I N REVI EW OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON
REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2026 AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE
PROGRAM

Tuesday, May 20, 2025

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:35 a.m,
i n Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the comm ttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker
[ presiding], Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan,
Craner, Scott, Tuberville, Millin, Budd, Schmtt, Banks,
Sheehy, Reed, Shaheen, G I Ilibrand, Blunmenthal, Hi rono,
Kai ne, King, Warren, Peters, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, and

Sl ot ki n.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chairman Wcker: This hearing will come to order.

Good norning. | begin with a common refrain: The
United States faces its nobst dangerous threat environnment
since Wrld War 1. However, though many of our nati onal
security challenges mrror the 1930s, warfare | ooks nuch
different today. Technol ogical advances in artificial
i ntelligence, hypersonic strike weapons, sixth-generation
aircraft, and space-based weapons are transform ng the
nature of nodern conflict.

The Departnent of the Air Force is on the front |ines
of these changes. Today we will hear fromthree
representatives of that service. We wel cone Secretary
Troy Meink, General Chance Saltzman, and General David
Allvin. | thank all of themfor being here and for their
conti nued service to our nation.

The Comm ttee understands that the fiscal ear 2026
President's budget is not yet conplete, and we are
therefore aware that the three witnesses before us do not
have the full budget picture. That being said, their
testinony is still vital. It wll help us consider howto

support the m ssion of the Air Force and the Space Force,

which is to be lethal and "ready to fight tonight," as the
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sl ogan goes.

One of our nost pressing responsibilities is to ensure
the long-termreadi ness and noderni zation of the Air Force.
In the event of war, we need not only capability but also
capacity. If we go to war in 2027, we will fight with the
Air Force we have today, which is a mx of fourth-
generation fighters, such as the F-15E and F-16, and fifth-
generation fighters, the F-22 and F-35. W need nore
fighter aircraft now, and we are working al ong with our
col | eagues in the House, Chairnman Rogers, to keep the F-
15EX i ne open through our reconciliation bill.

Even as we plan for future systens, we nust address
the state of today's fleet. The m ssion capability rates
across many Air Force platforns remai n unacceptably | ow.
Sonme platformfleets are frequently | ess than 50 percent
m ssion capable, and we will have questions about that.

The F-35 fleet is available a nere 54 percent of the tine.
This is not just a maintenance issue. It is a readiness

I ssue, and it inpacts our ability to deter adversaries and
respond when necessary. Taxpayers are investing billions
of dollars to support these aircraft, and our airnen, and
our citizens, deserve higher readiness levels to defend our
national interests. | expect our witnesses to provide a
frank assessnment of what is driving these poor rates and,

nore inportantly, what is being done to reverse the trend.
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The Air Force also plays a key role in nodernizing our
nucl ear forces. The service is responsible for two | egs of
the nuclear triad as well as a majority of the U S. nuclear
command, control, and comruni cations system These
prograns nust stay on schedule to deliver the essenti al
capabilities we need to deter nuclear threats. W cannot
afford to allow these prograns to flounder because of a
| ack of | eadership and prioritization. This Commttee
expects accountability anpbng program nanagers and
transparency with Congress to ensure we can nodernize
effectively, and I think this panel shares that sentinent.
| ook forward to hearing our wtnesses explain howthe Ar
Force manages these risks while preserving strategic
stability.

The U. S. Space Force has grown significantly in the
| ast 5 years. That trend should continue, because our
threats are growing as well. Maintaining space superiority
Is a no-fail mssion. Increased investnent in this young
service is absolutely vital.

We al so nust invest in the facilities that support our
servi cenenbers. In the 2025 NDAA, this Committee
unani nously adopted a provision that requires the services
to maintain a mninum4 percent plant replacenent val ue for

i nfrastructure. That provision survived conference and was

signed into law by the President. It is the |aw of the
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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|l and. Let nme say this again. This is the law of the |and,
and senior | eaders should set the exanple to the Force by
followng the law, a law that was created, | nust point
out, because the services had |ong ignored this problem

We cannot nake progress on any of these issues w thout
t hose who wear the uniformand support the m ssion every
day. Qur airnen, guardians, and civilians are our greatest
asset. Recruiting and retention continue to be major
chal I enges, and we need to remain focused on supporting
servi cenenbers and their famlies with the resources, care,
and career opportunities they deserve.

| ook forward to the hearing and the testinony from
each of our w tnesses about how they intend to ensure the
Departnment of the Air Force has what it needs to neet
today's chal l enges, maintain our superiority in air and
space, and prepare for the threats we face on the horizon.

Wth that | turn to ny coll eague, Ranking Menber Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairnan.
Secretary Meink, General Allvin, CGeneral Saltzman, wel cone
to this hearing. Thank you for your |eadership, and pl ease
share the Commttee's gratitude to all the nen and wonen
you lead in the Departnent of the Air Force and the Space
For ce.

The air and space domai ns grow nore conplicated by the
day, even as our forces continue to fly and operate the
finest aircraft and space assets in the world. Qur
adversaries, in particular China, Russia, and Iran, are
devel opi ng their own cutting-edge air defense systens,
aircraft, mssiles, and satellites. The capability of such
weapons is evident, as we saw only | ast nonth when a nunber
of American F-16s and an F-35 experienced close calls from
Hout hi air defense fire over Yenen.

Additionally, just 1 year ago, lran |aunched a | arge-
scal e attack against Israel, and many feared significant
destruction. However, dozens of Anerican F-15 fighters
I ntercepted nore than 70 drones and mi ssiles and | srael
and U.S. Navy air defense systens shot down hundreds nore.

The U.S. Space Force provides critical intelligence,
surveill ance, and reconnai ssance information as well as

command and control capabilities. N nety-nine percent of
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Iran's m ssiles were shot down, a strong denonstration of
Anmerica's air- and space-based kill chain.

Despite these form dabl e capabilities, however, the
Department of the Air Force will need to quickly evolve its
technol ogi es to keep pace with and outstrip our rivals. To
that end, the Commttee | ooks forward to receiving and
reviewi ng the President's defense budget request for fiscal
year 2026. | urge the Wiite House to deliver that as soon
as possi bl e.

Secretary Meink, the Air Force has spent the past
several years nodernizing a nunber of capabilities,

I ncl udi ng the bonber force, the ground-based
intercontinental ballistic mssile force, the Advance
Battl e Managenent System program and several unmanned
aircraft systens. But nodernization can only be successf ul
If the Air Force appropriately bal ances | egacy platforns
agai nst new priorities, including uncrewed systens.
Secretary Meink, | would ask for an update on how you are
addressing this chall enge.

General Alvin, the Air Force recently announced the
Boeing F-47 as the wnner of the Next Generation Air
Dom nance program Al though production is several years
away, | would like to know what capability gaps you intend
the F-47 to fill and how you envision the service enpl oyi ng

this aircraft.
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In addition, the Air Force's success in the com ng
decades will be shaped by its ability to acquire and
control data. The Air Force nust be able to detect,
anal yze, and act on information across the battle space
qui ckly, using automation, artificial intelligence, and
predi ctive analytics. The Commttee would appreciate an
update on these and other prograns that are receiving
I ncreased enphasi s and resourci ng.

CGeneral Saltzman, Congress established the Space Force
I n order to consolidate the nunmerous space activities in
t he Departnent of Defense. Gven that the Space Force is
only 5 years old, | understand it is still becom ng
institutionalized within the Departnment and there are many
chall enges in that process. | would |ike to know how you
are grow ng the service in terns of personnel and
structures |like the Space Devel opnent Agency and how you
are working to foster a service culture that can succeed in
the dramatically evol ving space environnent.

Finally, the President has directed the Departnent of
Def ense to devel op a so-called Gol den Done to defend the
U.S. honeland against mssile threats. So far, details for
this initiative have been scarce, but | understand the
concept will rely heavily on space-based detection and
warni ng systens. | want to ask each of you, our w tnesses,

to explain your respective roles in the Gol den Done program

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

and how you plan to shift resources to accommodat e.

Secretary Meink, General Allvin, CGeneral Saltznman,

t hank you again for appearing today, and | |ook forward to
your testinony. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: GCentlenen, the three of you have
submtted witten testinony, consisting of 18 pages.

Rat her than ask each of you to read six pages at a tine, |
w Il ask, how do you propose to proceed on opening
statenments? GCeneral Allvin?

General Allvin: Chairman, | am happy here. | have an
openi ng statenent | can read, or we can defer that and get
t o questions.

Chairman Wcker: No. So you are all three prepared
to make opening statenents. Then, General Allvin, you are

recogni zed.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL DAVID W ALLVIN, USAF, CHH EF OF
STAFF OF THE Al R FORCE

General Allvin: Thank you, Chairnman. Good norning,
Chai rman W cker, Ranki ng Menber Reed, and di stingui shed
menbers of the Subcommttee. | would also like to extend a
war m wel cone to our new Secretary of the Air Force, Dr.
Troy Meink, and express ny appreciation to the Conmttee
for supporting his confirmation. The Departnent of the Ar
Force will be well served under his | eadership.

Today | am proud to represent the 677,000 total for
airmen serving the nation. | want to thank you for your
support not only for those airnen but for their famlies.

| would also like to express ny inmense pride in the
exenpl ary performance of our airnen in securing our
honmel and and depl oyed worl dwi de. Fromthe Indo-Pacific to
the Mddl e East to our southern border, they are working
around the clock to deliver air power, anytine, anywhere,
to protect the United States.

The strategic | andscape has shifted dramatically. W
now operate in a world where the PRCis not only rapidly
nodernizing its mlitary but is doing so with a clear
intent to coerce its neighbors and reshape the
I nternational order, to include a PRC nucl ear breakout that
demands unmat ched deterrence capabilities. In parallel, we

are seeing unprecedented threats to our honel and. These
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converging pressures nmake one thing clear: the U S. nust
mai ntain air power dom nance if we are to safeguard our
security, deter aggression, and prevail in conflict. This
Is not just a future challenge. It is today's reality.

To achi eve peace through strength, we nust adapt and
evolve. Reinforced by our nost recent Interim National
Def ense Strategi c Gui dance, our Air Force has three
enduring priorities. First, we nust defend the honel and.
Air and mssile threats are evolving in both speed and
sophistication. The ability to detect, track, and defeat
those threats in real time is foundational to our national
def ense and i s non-negoti abl e.

Si mul t aneously, the United States Air Force provides a
reliable, effective, and safe nuclear deterrent that is the
backbone of strategic stability. These priorities are
paranount, cannot fail, and nust be given equal weight.

Finally, we nust project power globally, either
| ndependently or as part of the joint force, to rapidly
respond anywhere to deter aggression and win. This is what
makes our Air Force unique and what is needed now nore than
ever.

To achieve these priorities we are asking for sustain
support and noderni zati on and the devel opnent of new
capabilities. The fiscal year 2026 budget request is

designed to build a force aligned with today's operational
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realities. That neans preserving current readi ness and
optim zing our force design tailored for contested
envi ronnents and one that blends next-generation aircraft,
aut ononous systens, and resilient command and control .

Qur noderni zation efforts to rebuild our mlitary
I ncl ude the continued devel opnent of the F-47, the
I ntegration of collaborative conbat aircraft, and other
possibilities to expand conbat mass at | ower costs. W are
al so upgrading the F-35 and F-15 to keep pace with evol ving
threats. These platforns are critical not just to nmaintain
parity but to retain the edge our warfighters need. At the
sane tine, we are recapitalizing aging fleets essential for
mai nt ai ni ng power projection in the interim

Qur investnent in nuclear nodernization renmains top
priority with funding directed toward the Sentinel program
the B-21 Raider, and the revitalized B-52 fleet. These
systens will anchor our strategic deterrence for decades to
cone.

Equally as inportant is the investnent in our airnen.
We are enhancing recruiting, expanding training
opportunities, and strengthening fam |y support structures.
W suffered a recruiting setback due to the year-1ong

continuing resolution and subsequent reduction of nearly

half a billion dollars in our mlitary personnel account.

This will result in our inability to fund the recruitnent
T P O ne Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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of 3,000 Anericans who want to join our Air Force.

Furthernore, and particularly, M. Chairman, at odds
with your opening statenents about the increased investnent
we need in facilities, sustained restoration, and
noder ni zati on, because of the reduced budget triggered by
the CR we had to decrease our FSRM account by $642 mlli on,
just to remain solvent. This directly affected quality of
life for our airnmen, and we nust find a better way goi ng
into the future.

We do not just need a snmarter Air Force; we need a
capabl e one. W need nore tooth, less tail, a force that
can deliver rapid, decisive blows and reposition quickly
for the next fight. That neans divesting from agi ng
systens and unused infrastructure while investing in
pl atfornms and peopl e that enhance our warfighting capacity.

More neans nore options for the nation, enhanced
honel and defense, strengthened deterrence, and unnmatched
power projection. It neans a force that is strategically
postured to deny adversaries. No other service can natch
what the Air Force delivers, affects anywhere on the gl obe,
at any scale, on mnimal notice. Qur airnmen are the best
in the world, ready to win today and build the enduring
force for tonmorrow. Wth your support, we can ensure the
Air Force remains the cornerstone of Anerican power through

the 21st century.
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Thank you for your tine, and

guesti ons.

14

| ook forward to your

[ The prepared statenent of General Allvin follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, General Allvin.

to Gener al
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Saltzman next. Sir, you are recogni zed.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL B. CHANCE SALTZMAN, USSF, CHI EF
OF SPACE OPERATI ONS

General Saltzman: Chairman W cker, Ranki ng Menber
Reed, distinguished nenbers of the Commttee, thank you for
the continued support and for the opportunity to testify on
t he Space Force's posture for fiscal year 2026.

Never before in our history has space been nore
critical to the future of our nation. Satellites underpin
our econom c prosperity, enabling everything from
transportati on and communi cation to agriculture and
finance. Space has |ikew se becone the backbone of our
nati onal security, and today's joint force is built around
t he assunption that space power will be there when needed.
GPS all ows our forces to mass and maneuver fires.

Satellite communi cations ensure gl obal C2 of operations.
Satellites offer constant vigilance on the battlefield,
alerting Anerica's forces of mssile |aunches and adversary
actions.

All of these effects, and nore, are provided by the
U. S. Space Force. Wth about 3 percent of the DoD budget
and |l ess than 1 percent of the personnel, the Space Force
Is a great value proposition for the Departnment. For this
tiny fraction of resources, you enable a service that has
becone i ndi spensable to nodern power projection.

However, despite the dramatic rise in threats and
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I ncreasi ng i nportance of space, over the |ast few budget
cycles the Space Force has experienced shrinking resources.
Thi s di sconnect between value and i nvestnent creates risk
for our nation. Further exacerbating the situation, the
Space Force has been asked to accept new responsibilities
and m ssions, forcing tough choices between del ayed

readi ness, reduced capacity, and unaddressed

vul nerabilities.

To illustrate ny point, in the past 3 years the Space
Force has been asked to take on new m ssions |ike ground-
and air-noving target indications and addi ng new space
control capabilities. W are taking on additional
responsi bilities associated with nodeling and simnul ati on,
force design analytics, and a threefold increase in | aunch
tenpo at our national space ports, along with new advanced
training requirenents. These requirenments have driven the
need for increases in end strength, mlitary construction,
new education and training curriculum and expanded
I nformati on technol ogy requirenents.

The nost recent addition in our mssion set is the
space- based technol ogy associated with the Gol den Done
program which will depend heavily on Space Force sensors,
data fusion, and comruni cation capabilities. These are not
noder ni zation efforts or shifts fromlegacy m ssion. They

represent new and energing requirenents for m ssions that
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have never before been acconplished by mlitary space

organi zations. These new mission areas will require new
and stabl e resources over tine to deliver. |In fiscal year
2026, we will have devel oped the blueprint and laid the

foundati onal groundwork to continue these efforts in
earnest. |If the resources are nade avail able, the Space
Force will be postured to use themeffectively in pursuit
of these critical priority m ssions.

Space gives us an incredible strategi c advantage, but
any advant age can becone a vul nerability when held at risk.
In the future, defending the honmeland will demand that we
first defend the satellites that nmake that defense
possi ble. To be successful in this effort, we nust be able
to control the space domain, protecting our capabilities in
space while denying an adversary the ability to use space
agai nst us. That, in essence, is why we have a Space
Force. It is the job of a mlitary service to achieve
superiority in its domain, and that is what we do for
space.

But if we want a force that can secure our nation's
Interests and fromand to space, we nust resource it
accordingly. In pursuit of this mssion inperative, ny
priorities have remai ned consistent -- build conprehensive
domai n awar eness, deploy resilient mssion architectures,

and devel op the capacity to hold an adversary's space
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assets at risk.

To enhance our situational awareness we are investing
I n additional sensors, data fusion capabilities, and the
networks to rapidly put this information in decision-
makers' hands.

To assure our mssions are resilient to attacks we are
I nvesting in proliferated constellations, we are investing
In launch infrastructure to ensure steady and cost-
ef fective deploynent of capabilities, and we are devel opi ng
protective neasures for our satellites and networks. And
finally, to hold an adversary's space assets at risk, we
are investing in counter-space systens designed to defeat
any attenpt to use space capabilities to target our forces
or our honel and.

Because of the work we have already done, additi onal
resources given to the Space Force w |l enable accel erated
delivery and expanded capacity in each of these areas.

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the Space
Force's fiscal year 2026 posture. Qur guardi ans stand at

the forefront of the newest warfighting domain. Wth the

support of this Commttee, | amconfident the Space Force
will hold the line and advance our national advantage in
space. | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General Saltzman foll ows:]
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Chai rman W cker:

Secretary Mei nk.
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STATEMENT OF HON. TROY E. MEI NK, SECRETARY OF THE Al R
FORCE

M. Meink: Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di stingui shed Comm ttee nenbers, CGeneral Allvin, GCeneral
Saltzman, | would like to thank you for the opportunity to
tal k today, and personally | would like to give ny sincere
t hanks for the support during the hearing process, and | am
glad to be back here so soon.

The Departnent of the Air Force is at an inflection
point. W are engaging in a fast-paced race for technol ogy
superiority against a well-resourced strategi c opponent.
However, we simnultaneously face personnel and pl atform
chal | enges affecting our inmedi ate readi ness. W nust
bal ance our requirenents to generate readi ness and project
power today with the inperative to rebuild our mlitary and
devel op capabilities so that we can continue deterring our
adversaries tonorrow.

Qur fiscal priorities are focused on addressing the
bal ance between these realities and supporting United
States national security objectives as outlined in Interim
Nat i onal Strategic Gui dance.

The scope and severity of the threat to our honel and
and national interests are significant and increasing. W
now face one of the npbst dangerous security environnents in

our history. The Departnent of the Air Force has
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structured for long termstrategy around belief that China
I's our pacing threat, and this reality directly influences
the Departnent's fiscal priorities.

Chi na's defense budget has nearly doubl ed during the
past 11 years, growi ng 6 percent annually, on average.

U. S. defense spending has grown around 3 percent over the
same period, increasing belowthe inflation |Ievel over the
| ast 5 years, and many of our allied partners' defense
spending rates are even lower. These limtations have
allowed China to start closing the gap in capabilities.

Def endi ng the honel and is the Departnent of the Air
Force's top priority. W wll do so by continuing to
noder ni ze our nucl ear forces, especially through the
Sentinel, B-21 |ong-range standoff weapon prograns as well
as the nucl ear command and control conmunication that
support these systens.

We are al so eager to support the President's ol den
Done for America. Wiile still in the conceptual stage,
there is no question that the Departnent of the Air Force
will have a significant role in this project.

Qur next priority is to deter China and others. W
will do this through investing in our people, our
readi ness, and our posture within the Indo-Pacific region.
We believe that our people are, and will continue to be,

our nation's key conpetitive advantage. W are working to
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train our airnmen and guardians to confront the brutal
chal | enges that warfare w thout sanctuary presents. W are
enphasi zi ng readi ness standards by creating new

I nspections, assessnents, and exerci ses geared towards
preparing our personnel for this environnent.

Finally, we are strengthening our posture within the
| ndo- Paci fic region, conducting high-1evel operational
exercises that will test our ability to deploy and operate
I n austere environments.

Lastly, the Departnent of the Air Force is preparing
to provide critical capabilities and forces to our joint
warfighter in order to defeat our adversaries if deterrence
fails. W wll concentrate our efforts in two areas, first
in our ability to fight tonight, and second, in our ability
to fight in the future.

Through our current and future investnents, the
Departnent ains to establish a balanced high-1ow m x of
conbat capabilities, optimzed to project power both from
within and outside of adversary threat environnents. The
Departnent of the Air Force is also |ooking to streamnline
our force wherever possible. This includes finding
creative ways to renove excess infrastructure and retire
obsol ete inventory. W also recognize our need and
responsibility to pass an audit as soon as possible, and we

are working to nake that a reality.
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The Departnent of the Air Force is extrenely proud of
all of our airnmen and guardi ans defendi ng our nation and
its interests, every hour of every day. W commt to
working with this Commttee to secure the fiscal year 2026
budget request, which wll directly support airnen and
guardians in their unconprom sing m ssion.

We thank you for your tinme, and | ook forward to your
questi ons.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Meink follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: W thank each of you for your
testinony. Quick yes-or-no answer from each of you. Mich
of the funding of the defense reconciliation bill wll be
unspeci fi ¢ because of House and Senate rules, and wll
technically be at the discretion of the Departnent of
Def ense, although we will wite recommendati ons for them

A quick yes or no fromeach of you. Do you commt to
foll ow, unequivocally, Congress' spending recomendati ons
and defense reconciliation. General Allvin?

General Allvin: Yes.

Chairman W cker: Secretary Mei nk?

M. Meink: Yes, Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: GCeneral Saltzman?

General Saltzman: Yes, sir.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very much.

Now, General Allvin, you nade a statenent that | think
| very much agree with. You said there has got to be a
better way. | think you were tal ki ng about then these
frequent continuing resolutions, were you not?

General Allvin: Yes, Chairman. That is what | was
referring to.

Chai rman Wcker: Ckay. Thank you very nuch about
that. General Saltzman, | think you said the Space Force

consunes about 3 percent of the defense budget. You are

tal king on additional responsibilities. | think you agree
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that those additional responsibilities are correctly
directed toward the Space Force.

General Saltzman: Yes, sir, | do.

Chairman Wcker: And do you think the 3 percent in
the next 5 to 10 years is going to remain a correct
percent age of the overall national security budget?

CGeneral Saltzman: | think that depends on what the
denom nator is, but | definitely think we need nore
resources in order to acconplish those new m ssi ons.

Chai rman Wcker: Ckay. Now, General Allvin, let's
tal k about the F-47, and let's conpare it to the
devel opnent of the F-35. | understand there is a
conpl etely new acqui sition approach. Do not take the full
3 mnutes | have left, but what is the difference there,
and howis this going to affect the taxpayer and the
war fi ghter and national security?

General Allvin: Thank you, Chairman. | wll go as
fast as | can because | could go on for about an hour. The
primary difference is that we now have nore control over
the project as it noves forward. W have insourced nore.
We have nore ownership of the tech base. W have gui ded a
governnent-reference architecture. So we own the m ssion
systens. Qhers can cone in and play, but we own the
devel opnent, the upgrade. So the upgrades can cone at the

speed of software, not hardware, can conme at the speed of
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our engi neers understandi ng how fast to advance versus
dealing with the contractor and paying the extra costs.

Chai rman Wcker: Al right, sir. This is a ngjor
change in approach, is it not?

General Allvin: One hundred percent, Chairnman.

Chairman Wcker: How is going to affect the taxpayer?
Howis it going to affect the tineliness of this project?

General Allvin: Chairman, | think we are going to
have sonme conversations about the F-35 and how we do not
want to repeat that. So it is going to affect the
taxpayer. M sense is that we are going to be able to be
nore agile, and as nore disruptive technology cones into
play, to be able to devel op nore advanced systens, we wl|
be able to nore rapidly integrate them not only into the
F-47 but into those two coll aborative conbat aircraft, the
YFQ 42 and the YFQ 44, that are currently under prototype.
They are all going to be under the sane m ssion systens
architecture.

So we will not just be upgrading one platform W
wi |l be upgrading a system So the Anmerican taxpayer wl|
get nore conbat capability out of their noney.

Chai rman Wcker: \What do we nean by m ssion
capability? And we are told there are sone fairly poor
nunbers, 60 percent readiness rates for sone of our

aircraft. What do you nean by that and how are we going to

27
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address that issue?

General Allvin: So m ssion capable rate, obviously,
you assess the missions for which it is designed and the
air crew are trained, whether that be air-to-air conbat,
air-to-ground, the certain capabilities. So the aircraft
has to have the systens that are working that enabl es al
t hose m ssions to happen.

So when we say m ssion capable, it gets pretty
detailed. There is fully m ssion capable, partial mssion
capabl e, non-m ssion capabl e.

Chairman Wcker: Let's talk about the F-16. What is
our capability rate? Is it where it ought to be?

General Allvin: For its age, | would say the F-16 is
about where it ought to be, for its age and for its
sophi stication. Because, obviously, the nore conplex the
system the tougher it is to keep up those m ssion systens.

Chai rman Wcker: But where is it?

General Allvin: The F-16 -- and | am cheati ng because
| do not have it all commtted to nenory -- but the F-16
aircraft availability, which includes depot tine, is now
hovering around 50 percent. That deceives you a little bit
because aircraft availability includes the tinme when it
goes into the programdepot. So its mission capable rate
is higher than that, and | can get that for you here. It

IS 62 percent m ssion capable rate.
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Chai rman Wcker: GCkay. Well, you probably wll want
to suppl enment your answer there, but thank you very nuch.

Senat or Reed, you are now recogni zed.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very much, M. Chairman. M.
secretary, the Air Force is one of the nost highly
techni cal services, and the Space Force, together, and you
have a workforce that is very talented and critical. The
proposed reductions in the civilian workforce at the
Depart ment of Defense, are you anticipating | osses, and
w Il you be tracking those | osses? Because you have people
wor king for you that could wal k out the door the next day
and get a substantial job. And while these early
retirenments, et cetera, are conplicating, your comments,
pl ease.

M. Meink: Yes, Senator, we are watching it, and yes,
we do expect to | ose personnel. W already are. You know,
and just to reiterate your comments that the technical
skill base that the Air Force requires is always
conpetitive. That is a very conpetitive skill base. That
is why | think recruiting and retention activities, which I
Intend to focus quite a bit of my tine on, are going to be
critical going forward, because it is a rapidly evolving
envi ronment and we have to make sure we are recruiting the
right talent.

In the end it is prioritization. Over ny career we
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have gone through a nunber of these ups and down with
respect to personnel. W have to prioritize and then make
sure how we are doing our recruiting and retention and
bringing on the new people are focused on the areas of
priority.

Senat or Reed: Thank you. GCeneral Saltzman, again you
have a highly technical force, particularly wth a
significant nunber of civilians. Have you seen retirenents
and peopl e | eaving because they are uncertain of the
climte?

CGeneral Saltzman: We have certainly seen people
| eavi ng, a conbination of incentives, deferred retirenent
program resignation program and others. W also were in
a hiring freeze for sone tine. W were in a period of
managed grow h, and so there was a deficit, when we were
trying to get to a larger civilian workforce and we were
asked to stop and then offer sone to resign early. Total
reducti ons have been al nost 14 percent of our civilian
wor kf orce inside the Space Force. Part of that is a result
of having smaller nunbers, so small nunbers nore
drastically affect our percentages. But we understand the
desire to reduce the civilian workforce. It is just having
alittle bit of an outsized inpact on the Space Force.

Senator Reed: Well, | would ask all of you, if you,

In a particular agency, see a point where the civilian
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wor kf orce has essentially reached the point of breaking, if
you will, you nust alert us to that. Because again, we are
not going to do all these great scientific and devel opnment
and noderni zation i ssues without these critical workers.

General Saltzman, in your publication, "United States
Space Force Warfighting: A Framework for Planning," you
| ay out the very sophisticated offensive and defensive
weapon systens that you need in the future. But do you
agree that these systens should be the property of the
Space Force, a Title 10 arned force? Because there has
been sone di scussion of |easing pieces of equipnent and
things like that, so you woul d have, perhaps, a civilian-
owned systemin a kill chain, which raises sonme serious
| ssues.

General Saltzman: Yes, sir. W take very seriously
our Title 10 responsibilities to weld mlitary force. W
bel i eve those shoul d be governnent systens, and we are
actively going through an assessnent process to determ ne
preci sely what are inherently governnental, inherently
mlitary functions that we woul d not want to contract out
as comrercial services. There are sone fine lines there
bet ween the data they use and how that data is acquired and
then howit is used in terns of targeting, et cetera. W

are trying to be very precise so that we retain

governnental control for those things in the kill chain.
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Senat or Reed: Thank you. GCeneral Allvin, could you
estimate how much, in cost, facilities that you have that
you do not need and that you have to maintain? How nuch is
that a year, do you guess?

General Allvin: Senator Reed, as far as the vol une,
we estinmate we have about 23 percent excess verti cal
I nfrastructure, about a 60 percent horizontal. So overall
the dollar value is about 30 percent. Qur estinate, our

rough estimate, is it costs us an addition maybe $1.5

billion a year just to be able to maintain that. So that
was sort of the source of my, | guess, ill-delivered issue
on that. | amnot |lanmenting Senate's very strong interest

i n maki ng sure our airnmen have a place to work and |ive
t hat nmakes sense. It is the excess that we do not need.

| think there are probably sone innovative sol utions
we can work on together, and | would |love to see that at

the enterprise | evel.

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very much. | think you
are right. | think we have to |ook at an innovative way to
reduce these facilities, free up $1.5 billion perhaps in

the Air Force and put it back into quality of life or into
system Thank you, Gentl enen.

Chai rman Wcker: General Allvin, you can allow for
t hat excess and still conply with the statute, can you not?

Ceneral Allvin: W nust, because it is in law Yes,

32
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absol utely, Chairman, recognize that.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you very much. Senat or
Fi scher.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Secretary
Mei nk, at your confirmation hearing you commtted to
utilizing all available tools to accelerate Senti nel
enpl acenent and ensuring that our nation's | CBM capability
does nove forward.

The Nunn- McCurdy review concl uded that the
continuation of Sentinel is essential to our national
security, and thanks to the thoroughness of that review we
can make snmarter changes to the programthat wll reduce
the projected cost and schedul e of the program

However, the Air Force needs to start naking design
decisions that will get us to Mlestone B. The |Ionger you
wait, the nore likely it is that costs wll increase. |
al so do not want to see the Air Force choose to raid
Sentinel budget lines to pay for other prograns because the
Air Force has delayed M| estone B deci sions.

So M. Secretary, | know you have been in this
position for all of about a week now, but next tinme you
conme before the Conmttee I would want to have a robust
di scussion on Sentinel's progress and the risks that we
would incur if the programis arbitrarily del ayed or

under f unded.
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Al so, sir, USSTRATCOM Commander, General Cotton, has
recomended that the Air Force procure at |east 145 B-21
bonmbers to neet his requirenments as STRATCOM Commander .

How do you intend to work with STRATCOM t o under stand t hese
requi rements and ensure that the Air Force procures enough
B-21s so that we can neet that projected threat?

M. Meink: Thank you for the question, Senator. Wth
respect to Sentinel, yes, ma'am The fifth day into the
job I will be having that first deep dive into the Senti nel
program so this Friday it is schedul ed.

Senat or Fischer: Geat.

M. Meink: That wll just be a start. So yes,
Senator, it is sonething we have to get on. Cbviously, the
Nunn- McCurdy | ed to sone restructuring of the program
What exactly that is going to be, I will be working with
the team and | am happy to get back with the Commttee
when | get nore detail on that.

B-21, yes, Senator, | understand that General Cotton -
- and | do expect to be neeting wth General Cotton soon, |
hope, to discuss their portfolio. But B-21 is a big part
of that. But ny understanding is that the Departnent is
wor king with STRATCOM as wel | as Joint Staff throughout the
Adm ni stration, the SecDef, to help define what is that
| ong-termrequi renent and do we need to increase beyond

100. So we are looking at that, and it is one of the
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areas. And thankfully, that is one of the prograns that is
actually executing pretty well within the departnent.

Senator Fischer: Right. The STRATCOM Conmander does
have to express his needs, his requirenents, so he can
address the threats, and then it is up to the services to
step forward and to neet those requirenents. Am| stating
that correctly?

M. Meink: Into the Joint Staff, and then, yes, the
servi ce executes on that requirenent.

Senat or Fischer: GCkay. Thank you. General Saltzman,
all of the other services are investing heavily in |ong-
range fires, and as | have said nany tinmes we cannot shoot
what we cannot see. W are going to need to rely heavily
on our space-based systens to track objects beyond the |line
of sight. How does Space Force work with your sister
servi ces to understand what space capabilities they wll
need to rely on so that they can close those kill chains?

CGeneral Saltzman: Yes, ma'am We were designated the
Joint Space Requirenents Integrator by the JROC on the
Joint Staff, and one of the ways that we execute those
responsibilities is we stood up a requirenents integration
cell in the J8, where all the services can put their
requirenents in. W vet themall and make sure there is
proper attention given to each requirenent and there is not

too much redundancy, but no gaps in the capabilities, as
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well. Progranms |ike our G ound Mving Target |ndicator,
soon to be our Air Myving Target |ndicator, account for
these requirenents, what the fidelity of the data is, what
the latency of the data to support weapon systens, in-
flight updates, et cetera. W nake sure we account for al
of those things as we devel op the prograns.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you. And M. Secretary, in
the submtted Air Force posture statenent you descri be SACC
crucial to any future warfare endeavor. | agree with that.
And it is for this reason that | was di sappoi nted that
Presi dent Biden, his budget request |ast year did not
I nclude any mlitary construction funding necessary to
support SACC.

Do you agree that the Air Force should be planning for
SAOCC s associated mlitary construction projects, those
hangars and ranps, for exanple, to be conpleted by the tine
that SAOC is expected to reach the initial operating
capability by 20327

M. Meink: Yes, Senator, we should be planning for
that, and | have already had sone di scussions on that to
make sure that we are ready.

Senator Fischer: WIIl you continue to have the Air
Force work to ensure that those projects are going to be
conpleted in a tinmely manner?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator.
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Senat or Fischer: Thank you, sir. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator
Hi r ono.

Senator Hi rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. | woul d
like to start by noting a very questionabl e act by
President Trunp recently, wherein he confirmed that he is
pl anning to accept a $400 mllion Boeing 747 gift fromthe
Qatari royal famly. Let's call this what it is. The
President is using the DoD to accept -- you could even cal
it launder -- an inpermssible gift to skirt constitutional
limtations on the acceptance of personal gifts from
forei gn governnments w thout congressional approval.

Even nore brazenly, he is placing the burden to
retrofit the aircraft on the Air Force, which experts say
is likely to cost nore than $1 billion, before transferring
It to his own personal use post presidency. And, of
course, of particular concern to this Conmttee as well as
other commttees, accepting this gift brings with it
significant counterintelligence risks. And as we sit here
concerning ourselves with the use of taxpayers' noney from
both an operational, security, and financial mnagenent
standpoint, it makes little sense that this should even
occur.

M. Chairman, | wanted to make a note of what, it iIs
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not just ne but others consider very questionabl e behavi or
by this President.

Moving on to questions for General Saltzman, the Space
Force is planning to install up to seven additi onal
t el escopes on Hal eakal a on Maui to support space domain
awareness. Mnitoring and tracking the increasing nunber
of objects in orbit is critical to supporting the joint
force. However, Hal eakala holds cultural significance to
the Native Hawaiian comrunity, and given the unique
environmental and cultural significance of Hal eakala, wll
you commt to working with and listening to the concerns of
| ocal stakeholders to ensure transparency and conmunity
engagenent as the Space Force considers options for this
proj ect ?

General Saltzman: Absolutely, Senator. W have
conduct ed several conmunity engagenents, and we wl |
continue to do that as we progress with the project.

Senator Hirono: | appreciate that because | know t hat
what you are contenplating is very inportant, and the | ast
thing we need is for the community to not have the kind of
awar eness and support that it needs to enable us and you to
go forward.

For General Allvin, with the ongoing retirenent of the
aging E-3 fleet, Pacific Air Forces has identified an

urgent need to find a replacenent as soon as possible, and
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| have discussed this with other. Al so, ny understanding
is the Air Force is planning to spend an addition $400
mllion in fiscal year 2025 for an advanced procurenent of
the E-7 Wedgetail replacenent aircraft. Can you tal k about
the inportance of rapidly fielding an E-3 repl acenent
aircraft to support operations in the Indo-Pacific??

General Allvin: Thank you very much, Senator, and we
could not be nore on target there with the idea of being
able to maintain our ability to do airborne warning and
battl e managenent, and the E-3 has been a fantastic
platform but it is sort of self-divesting. It is really
getting ol d.

So as we ook to the future, we understand there is a
future there where, working with ny brother in the Space
Force, that we will be able to sort of mgrate sone of that
Into space. W have to nmake sure that we can mgrate it
all into space, not only just the sensing but the sensing
and the maki ng sense and then the deciding, based on that.

So the E-7 offers advantages that the E-3 does not
have with respect to enhanced capability, range, and sone
of the other capabilities that it has. So the ability to
mai ntain a viable battle managenent, especially in the
| ndo- Pacific, and sone redundancy between the air and space
| ayer as the space | ayer natures, is going to be very

| nportant going into the future.
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Senator Hirono: This replacenent situation has been
al ready del ayed, and ny understanding is that the
Adm nistration nmay still be considering whether to cancel
the E-7 altogether in favor of a space-based system But
that is going to take tine, and | think that you need to
have the replacenent for aircraft that are over 50 years
ol d, rmuch sooner than noving to a space-based system
Wul d you agree?

General Allvin: | do believe that we need to maintain
that viability, and | do not want to get ahead of where the
Adm nistration is on this budget, but you are correct, in
the '25 position did have us advanci ng those two
pr ot ot ypes.

Senator Hirono: Thank you. M. Chairman, | wll
submt other questions for the record.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Hi rono. Senat or
Cot t on.

Senator Cotton: General Allvin, you tal ked about the
need to buy new aircraft to replace our ol dest fighters.
Wiy is that? Under the current fighter production plans we
are going to be flying sone of our oldest aircraft into the
2040s. Woul d purchasing nore kids of new fighters now both
I ncrease deterrence and inprove our ability to defend the
honmel and whil e projecting power abroad in the near ternf

General Allvin: Senator, that is a great point, and
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having not only the right capacity but the capability for
t hose, to make sure that we have the right mx of the high
end to be able to dom nate and be relevant in an | ndo-
Pacific fight as well as other fighters that may not need
to be as sophisticated as sort of our fifth generation,
sixth generation, so to build out the whole capacity of the
Air Force.

Senator Cotton: WIIl the CCA Increnment 1 be able to
repl ace manned fighters like the Strike Eagle and F-167?

General Allvin: Senator Cotton, we are on sort of the
nascent part of the Coll aborative Conbat Aircraft, but ny
assessnent as of right now, it will not replace that. It
will be a great augnentation, and its threshold is to be
able to work with the F-35 and F-22, even before the F-47
gets fielded. So it wll help us deliver nore conbat
capability at a better cost point, but as far as repl acing
the manned fighters, that remains to be seen. Wat we have
built into Increment 1, ny assessnent right now is that
woul d not be a good one for one replacenent, but it does
augnent .

Senator Cotton: | did not think so, and given that
t he President has nade the decision to nove forward with
the F-47 as a manned fighter, if it cannot be replaced by
aut ononous aircraft, you would not think it could do so for

the 16 or the Stri ke Eagle either.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Focusing on just the next decade then, our current

acquisition options are pretty limted. W have got just a

couple of airframes right now going. Wuld you be able to
use newly built U S. -configured Block 80 F-16s to
strengthen our strike fighter fleet, if Congress can find
addi tional funds for such an effort?

General Allvin: Senator Cotton, to give you good
advice on that | would really have to | ook at what the
defense industrial base can do on that, because ny sense is
that the current Block 70 is really eating up a lot of the
production |line and the production capacity in all of the
FMS sal es.

Looki ng at what that would be to take that export
variant and adapt it to a Block 80 and the tine it would
take and where that would fall in the production |ine, I
woul d have to get back with you with nore details to see if
t hat woul d be an advi sabl e situation.

Senator Cotton: Well, | amglad you raised the FM5
I ssue with the Block 70. For the quickest fielding
tinmeline, would you be able to use nodern bl ock 70s that
are being nade for our allies to neet critical needs, if
that option were avail abl e?

General Allvin: | would have to take that one for the
record, because | do not want to give you a yes or no

because specifically, understandi ng what the export variant

42
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can and cannot do and any sort of adjustnents we woul d have
to make to make it nore easily integrable with our U S. -
built fighters. So | would need to see what the
I ntegration opportunities and costs would be before | could
gi ve you a good answer on that, if | could take that for
the record and give you a bit nore detail.

Senator Cotton: | would like, yeah, nore details, to
get back to the Conmttee on that.

General Allvin: Yes, sir.

Senat or Cotton: Because getting to your first point,
it is not just about the nost highly capable fighters, the
22s, the 35s, and ultimately the 47s, but about the

capacity, just the sheer nunber we have. And there are

pretty significant shortfalls over the next decade. Isn't
that right?
General Allvin: Well, as we continue to keep the

ol der aircraft they do becone nore and nore expensive to
mai ntain. And as we nentioned before, the m ssion capable
rate, it is not what we would like it to be. Again, the
average F-16 that we have right now was built right about
the tinme that the Cold War ended. So even those F-16s are
getting pretty old.

Senator Cotton: Finally, beyond the fighter aircraft,
you have said the country needs nore Air Force. Could you

el aborate specifically on what you nean, in practical
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support the country getting nore Air Force?

General Allvin: Thank you, Senator, and | will go
very quickly. | think when we ook at all of the things
that we will discuss here today, | would |ove to have a

nore rapidly nodernized and capable refueling force,
because it is about range in the Pacific. So having
survivabl e tanking to be able to do that.

More Air Force, so as we do our operations in the
| ndo-Pacific in agile conbat enploynent, to ensure base
resiliency, base survivability, so sonme nore airbase air
defense. To have nore capabilities not only in the
platfornms but in the nmunitions. Qur nunitions portfolio
needs to increase.

So there are so many things -- and oh, by the way, |
have not even tal ked about the nuclear, which we cannot
take our eyes off the ball on that, as well as what it is
going to take for defending the threats to the honel and.

So all of those things, when you stack them up, and we
try and prioritize with the limted budgets, there are many
unhappy fol ks here that we do not have all that we would
like to have. So | think it is not only just nore capacity
but also putting nore lethality into that capacity.

Senator Cotton: Thank you.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Ceneral
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Al lvin, how are we going to get nore range in our refueling
in the near ternf

General Allvin: Actually, | was tal king about the
survivability. So nore tails in the air. So ensuring that
we continue the recapitalization of the KC- 135 fleet into
the future. And then, really Chairman, we can tal k about
this in another session, but nmaking sure that as they get
into a nore and nore contested environnent, and they do
those things that air refueling does so well, which allows
our conbat capability to have the loitering tine and all of
the time to be able to spend nore tinme prosecuting targets,
we need to make sure that those air refuelers that we have
can stay in the air and can nmaintain nore survivability.

So it is not only just the nodernization of it but also
| ooking to make it nore survivable.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Ceneral, and thank you,
Senator Cotton. Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. | wanted to
follow up on that very question. One way to help on the
tanker capacity is KC-46s at Bangor, affectionately known
as "the MAINEi acs." As you know, they provided enornous
support during the Gulf War, and anything on the east side
of the United States in terns of Europe, the M ddl e East,
it is going to be an incredibly inportant capacity. They

are doing fantastically with their present fleet, but the
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KC-46s is the next generation. And as you pointed out
yoursel f, tankers are the heart and soul of being able to
keep our forces over the target. So | hope that is
sonet hi ng on your agenda.

General Allvin: Absolutely, Senator, and the
MAI NEi acs are on the list as part of one of the candi date
| ocations, and the final preferred location will happen in
the fourth quarter of this year.

Senator King: | appreciate that. Thank you very
much.

M. Chairman, | think we could save a | ot of nobney on
the F-47 because Secretary Meink is the only Secretary of
the Air Force | know of who has ever designed, built, and
flowm his own experinental aircraft. So we could just have
himdo the F-47 hinself, right, Secretary Meink?

Chairman Wcker: |Is that in the formof a notion?

[ Laught er. ]

M. Meink: | do not think my garage has the
infrastructure to build a 46.

Senator King: Thank you. GCeneral Allvin, | am
concerned about availability and m ssion availability. You
mentioned a couple of figures -- 50 percent, 62 percent.
The commercial air fleet is in the high 90s. Now granted,

there are nore conplicated systens in the mlitary, but I

believe -- and this applies to the Navy, as well -- that we
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really do not put enough enphasis on nmai ntenance and
availability. W are tal king about very expensive products
here, very expensive aircraft, and if we had nore of them
ready to fly we perhaps would not have to buy as many new
ones.

So | see that, closing that gap between 62 percent and
98 percent, which is the commercial availability rate,
woul d go a | ong way toward hel ping us with our budget and
al so hel ping us with our readiness.

General Allvin: Senator, thank you for that. | would
say that one of the big challenges is that the airlines
have a profit nodel. They have a different business nodel.
So as they |l ook at that, they generate their value --

Senator King: Yeah, the difference is they have to
neet a profit realization rate, and we do not, the mlitary

does not. And | amjust saying, surely we can get beyond

62 percent.
General Allvin: | do believe, Senator, we do need to
I nprove that. | think one of the big challenges, though,

what | was trying to drive at, the KC- 135s, the average one
Is as old as ne, and | amno spring chicken. So the
airlines, they just throwtheirs out after a certain anount
of tinme, because it becones cost ineffective for themto
mai ntain older platfornms that it can still have enough

seats, passenger seats, to maintain a profit. So they wl]l
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dunp those off to the side.

Senator King: | understand that. But do you believe
that we can do better than 62 percent?

General Allvin: | do believe we can do better, and |
think it becones nore challenging the older the aircraft
get, because we are discovering newthings all the tine
because they are breaking in new and different ways.

But yes, Senator, we can continue to do better. W
put nore noney against it every year. Unfortunately, for
the past few years, despite the increased noney that we put
I nt o weapon systens sustai nment, because of the increase of
age it takes nore man hours and nore nechani cal hours. W
are not getting that nmuch of an increase because we are
spending nore tine trying to fix those.

But that is a challenge we are constantly working. W
do need to inprove.

Senator King: Thank you. GCeneral Saltzman, you have
been very diplomatic today, but if we were starting with a
bl ank sheet of paper in terns of the threats that we are
facing, particularly the mlitarization of space by both
the Russians and the Chi nese, 3 percent of the defense
budget for Space Force is totally inadequate. And | hope
you can comment on that, understanding that you are under
t he subject of the defense budget and all those kinds of

things. But as far as | am concerned, we need to vastly,
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significantly increase the availability of funds to the
Space Force, given the nmagnitude of the m ssion to which
you have been assi gned.

General Saltzman: | agree, Senator. The |ast 3 years
of funding has not allowed nme to go as quickly as possi bl e,
putting counterspace capabilities together, that address
the targets that | am being asked to address by U S. Space
Command, anongst ot her conbatant commanders.

Senator King: One of the ways | like to think about
these things is if you were starting with a bl ank sheet of
paper for allocation of defense funds today, | do not think
there is any question that the Space Force woul d get
substantially nore resources, given the devel opnent of the
threat, which is the first hours or days of any conflict
wth a nmajor adversary are going to take place in space.
And as you have nentioned, and Senator Fi scher nentioned,
sensors, GPS, everything is going to depend on our ability
to defend that domain.

So | certainly hope to work with nenbers of the
Commttee to see that you have resources adequate to neet
t he chal |l enges that you have been asked to neet. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator King. Senator
Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. First, let
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me just say thank you to all three of you for your service
to our country. Secretary Meink, | know that you are doing
kind of a fire hose right now, so | amnot going to get
into all of the current situation with regard to the Air
Force. But | would like to discuss sonething that | think
Is critical, and | know that you have got a background in
iIt, and that is -- and it will cone to no surprise to the
rest of the Commttee -- | want to tal k about spectrum for
just a m nute.

W have heard from-- | know, no surprise, right? --
we have now heard from 24 senior DoD officials in hearings
over the last 2 years, including every service chief and 8
conbat ant conmanders, that vacating the 3.1 to 3.45 G
band of the spectrum woul d have extrenely serious and
negati ve consequences for our warfighting capabilities. In
fact, the Departnent of the Navy al one has estimated that
relocating their systens to a different part of the
spect rum band woul d cost them approxi mately $250 billion.

How woul d forcing the Air Force to vacate the 3.1 to
3.45 GHz and other critical bands of the el ectromagnetic
spectruminpact the service's warfighting capabilities?

M. Meink: First of, Senator, thank you for the
support on this particular issue. As you nentioned, we
have been discussing this for quite sonme tinme, and for

ot her nmenbers of the Comnmttee and other parts of Congress
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and support in this area.

One of the things we discussed a little bit is what
would it cost to do that and what woul d be the inpact.

t hi nk one of the things we are struggling with a little bit
Is that just due to the nature of the physics of how these
systens operate and how t he at nosphere absorbs energy, that
Is a pretty special band. And it is difficult, and maybe

I n sone ways al nost inpossible, just to nove to other
bands.

So in sone cases it may be very difficult, if not
| npossible, to totally replicate sonme of the capabilities
we have in that band, and it would take quite sone tine to
do so, even if we coul d.

So | think that is what we are struggling with now,
Senator, is how do we do that now, to figure out what we
could do and how we woul d nove, and what spectrum we woul d
nove to. So it is difficult to quantify.

Senat or Rounds: Qur near-peer adversaries know that,
do they not?

M. Meink: ©Ch, of course, Senator, and the inpacts
woul d be pretty significant.

Senat or Rounds: They would | ove to see us voluntarily
abandon that particular part of the spectrumfrom what we

used it for, which is radar. Fair to say?

M. Meink: | would agree with that, Senator.
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Senat or Rounds: | would be an unforced error for us
to ever give up that part of the spectrumfor one of its
hi ghest rated uses. The physics involved in it neans that
this is the place where radar really works.

M. Meink: Wthout a nuch better transition plan and
under st andi ng of how we would do that, it would be a
m st ake, Senator.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Do you have any ki nd of
an estimate as to what it would cost if we could mgrate
sonepl ace else, even if it would not provide us as good of
capabilities? Any idea yet at all?

M. Meink: W actually had this discussion |ast
night. | actually do not think, just because that we do
not have a coherent plan of where and how we woul d nove, we
actually do not have a good nunber for you, Senator.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. GCeneral Saltzman, based
on what you know, the potential path forward for buil ding
out President Trunp's Golden Done, is it possible to make
It work if the Departnent of Defense were forced to vacate
portions of the 3.1 to 3.45 GHz band and ot her unnaned,
critical bands of the spectrumthat the Space Force
currently uses, as well?

General Saltzman: Senator, as we evaluate the sensors
that are going to be necessary to pick up hypersonics, to

pick up cruise mssiles, to pick up ballistic mssiles, the
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radars are essential in that area, and that 3.1 to 3.45, as
the Secretary nentioned, the physical properties of that
spectrumrange are ideal for that kind of detection using
radar. And so the sensing part of the Gol den Donme woul d
suffer if we had to vacate.

Senator Rounds: This is a tiered system [t is not
one which is just totally space based. There are certain
assets in space that will help us to detect incom ng weapon
systens, but it is critical that it is tiered with other
systens that are based on the terrain and in the area of
the targets that we are protecting. Correct?

General Saltzman: Mst of our space domai n awar eness,
which is what is required to close that kill chain as
things transit through space, nost of those sensors are
ground based. The systemthat we are building, the DARC
system lives in this particular spectrum band, as well,
and it is critical to space donai n awar eness.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Very, very quickly,
General Allvin, we are contracted right now for 100 B-21s.
Anywhere close to the nunber that we are going to need?

General Allvin: Senator, if we could snap our fingers
right now |l would take as many as we could get right now.
So as we | ook to the path of how nmany we get into the

future and we | ook at opportunities, we also need to | ook

at the B-52 noderni zation program If it goes worse than
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
T P O ne www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

we hope then we would need nore, if it goes better than we
hope. | would say right now !l would take all | can get
with the funding. But it is an incredible capability that
turns out right nowit is testing pretty well.

So the 100 mininmumis certainly sonething we can stand
behi nd. Wen we | ook at what the maximumis, | really want
to ook at the risk over tine and opportunities over tine.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you. Senator Peters, you are
recogni zed.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. Secretary
Meink, following the Air Force's announcenent |ast year to
base 12 brand-new KC-46 refueling tankers at Selfridge Ar
Nati onal Guard Base in Mchigan, | was proud to have, at
that time, secured the Air Force's comm tnment that that
deci sion did not preclude Selfridge fromreceiving a future
fighter m ssion.

Following this commtnent, and after years of advocacy
by nyself as well as the entire M chigan del egation, both
Denocrats and Republicans, the Adm nistration announced
| ast nonth that Sel fridge would al so receive 21 F-15EX
fighter jets to replace the base's aging A-10s. | am
certain proud, as all Mchiganders are, of Selfridge's

exceptional 108-year |egacy defending our nation, and with

this announcenent | amcertain that |egacy will continue
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for decades to cone.

Sir, you have already publicly commtted to honoring
t he KC-46 basing decision during your nom nation hearing,
which | appreciate. So ny question for you is, follow ng
Sel fridge's F-15EX announcenent, do | have your conm tnent
that future Air Force spending wll support the
recapitalization of Selfridge's A-10s with these new F-
15EXs?

M. Meink: Thank you for the question, Senator.
Based on the President's decision, the Air Force is
pl anning to execute the placenent of F-15EXs at Selfridge.

Senator Peters: Thank you. Thank you for that
conmi t nent .

General Allvin, on that sane note, Selfridge's F-15EX
fighters and the KC-46 tankers wll require sone
speci alized infrastructure and ground support equi pnent,
I ncluding nodifications at the flight lines as well as to
sone hangars, although we have already nade pretty
substantial investnents into that base, but we are going to
need nmore. This will include KC 46 unique refueling
requi renments, and the F-15EX specialized mai ntenance
demands.

So ny question for you is, howis the Air Force
prioritizing bases like Selfridge with near-termmlitary

construction needs to support these flying m ssions that
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General Allvin: Thank you, Senator. Qur target is,
obvi ously, as the decisions are made, we want to ensure
that as we lay in the platforns, the platforns do not go
there wwth the supporting infrastructure. So as we | ook at
the timng, that timng may adjust the timng of the
platforms or of the infrastructure, one of the two. So we
| ook at those both holistically on pairing up the abilities
so when the platforns get there you can use themas well as
the prioritization across the Departnent for the nost
critical infrastructure that we need to put M LCON agai nst.

So our target is to make sure that when the platfornms
get there, they are able to be used as soon as possible.

Senator Peters: Well, | like the option where we are
going to nmake sure the platforns do not get pushed back any
further, to make sure that the construction is happening
first. So | would hope that would be a priority of you,
that we could work with you on that. CQbviously, we have
these ol der platforns; the A-10, particularly, is |eaving.
If there is too |large a gap, that causes all sorts of
personnel issues and all of the conplications that you are
well aware of. So hopefully we can focus on that.

My question is to you as well as Secretary Meink, as
well. | have discussed with both of you the critical

| nportance of Coll aborative Conbat Aircraft, and as both of

56
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you know, CCAs are autononous systens which wll work in
tandem wi th our manned fighters, including the F-15EXs, to
I ncrease their lethality and decrease risk to our manned
platforms. Also can work with the KC-46s in a great
manner, as well. As these prograns develop, | remain
hopeful that this cutting-edge technology will also be
concurrently fielded with Air National Guard units.

So ny question to is, given the National Guard's
evolution fromstrategic reserve into a true operational
force, howis the Air Force planning for concurrent
fielding of CCAs to include Air National Guard, and woul d
you plan on fielding these systens with existing fighter
squadrons, including F-15EXs?

General Allvin: Senator, | wll take a shot at it and
see if the Secretary has anything to add. First,
fundanental ly, | think what we do not want to do is fal
into the trap of treating themlike any ot her manned
platform This is an opportunity to think about a unique,
new way that we are not only going to operate them but al so
comes with a unique, new way we nmay want to sustain them
to house them to train with them

We have an Experinmental QOperations Unit that is
getting stood up at Creech right now, that is really going
to uncover sone of that, to figure out what is the best way

to manage them How nuch do we train? How nuch is done in
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flying, since these are autononous? So as those unfold so
wll our strategy for how and where we actually end up
posturing those across.

Senator Peters: M. Secretary?

M. Meink: That was a good answer.

Senator Peters: Very good.

Chai rman Wcker: Your tine has expired.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Geat. Thank you, M. Chair, and
t hanks for our witnesses for being here today. | know all
of you do nurder boards before you cone in front of us, so
you all should know exactly what | am going to tal k about
today, and General Saltzman, you can take a breather. W
are not going to talk Space Force today.

But everyone knows | am a proud National Guardsnman,
and even though it was Arny Guard, | appreciate our Air
Guard brothers and sisters. So | deeply understand the

critical role our Air National Guard plays in defending our

honmel and. The Air Force's top priority, as outlined in the

Fi scal Year 2026 Posture Statenent, is defending the

hormel and, and that starts with maintaining a geographically

di stri buted force.

So we are going to talk a little bit about our Ar

58
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Nati onal Guard in lowa and the 185th Refueling Wng, a very
i mportant unit to the Mdwest. And General Allvin, | have
witten down a few phrases you have said over the course of
the hearing. "Mre tails in the air.”™ "Survivability."
"Resilience.” And one that | |love, "Wen the platforns get
there, the MLCON is there."

In 2003, our F-16s were taken away fromthe Sioux
Cty, lowa, Air National Guard, with the Air Force's
comm tment that when they received the KC 135 they woul d
have a new runway that woul d support the weight of the 135.
That has not happened. Twenty years and the M LCON has not
been there.

Secretary Meink, please take notes on this, as well.

Twenty years the Air Force has let this go. The fear
In Sioux City now is that because we cannot support the 46
that we will never upgrade to the 46. W wll |ose our
unit. | amreally concerned about this. This has gone on
for way too long, and | have tal ked to way too many peopl e,
in the Air Force and in the Air National Guard, and it has
not happened. W are concentrating these tankers all in
various regions. They are concentrated. W need
geogr aphi ¢ di spersenent.

Let ne talk to you a little bit about Sioux Cty and
the history there, and how proud we are of those units that

have occupied this air field. And let's just start by
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saying the nane of the airfield is the Col onel Bud Day
Airfield. For those folks in the Air Force that do not
know who Col onel Bud Day is, you need to go back and figure
out your history.

This gentleman is a Sioux Cty native that was awarded
t he Medal of Honor and the Air Force Cross, and | believe
he is probably the only person in the Air Force to have
done that. He grew up there and he ended his career in
Sioux City.

O her folks notable that are related to units that
have crossed through Sioux Cty, Jimy Stewart, fanpus
actor. He is also a cousin of ny great-grandfather. Louis
Zanperini, known for the novie "Unbroken." Lieutenant
Col onel Kelly Cook, whose remai ns have never been returned
fromVietnam These are all folks that are connected to
this area. W have a proud history there.

And | would just like to know how many nore tines,
General Allvin and Secretary Meink, do | have to bring this
up in personal neetings in nmy office and in front of the
Commttee to get a commtnent to get the M LCON done for
this runway? General Allvin, please.

General Allvin: Thank you, Senator Ernst, and al so
t hank you for sort of publicly acknow edgi ng Bud Day, as
wel |, because | amsure there are going to be a | ot of

Googl e searches.
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Senator Ernst: | knew him He is phenonenal.
General Allvin: So when we first spoke about this,

you and | spoke about this 2 years ago. And | said, "Yes,
m'am we are going to do that," and we started working on
the design. Last year we put the noney in to start towards
35 percent of that. As you know, the M LCON has to go

t hrough the design phase, it has to get to a certain

mat urati on before it goes fromdesign that can conpete for
funding. You just get through the 35 percent design. It
IS now a 65 percent design, which neans | can now, if it
conpetes in the MLCON prioritization, with everything
else, then it wins. |If not, | have the opportunity for it
to conpete in ny unfunded priority list. | could not do
that until we got past the 35 percent design. W are now
past the 35 percent design.

So | feel like ny communi cations with you have been
fairly consistent and will continue that in the future.

Senator Ernst: But can we have a commtnent that this
wi |l be done?

General Allvin: You have ny commtnent that | wll
continue to push on this, and yes, | think that is the key.
It is all about the funding to be able to support it. The
design is limting any of the obstacles on our path to
being able to actually do it. But now we are at 65 percent

desi gn.
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Senator Ernst: Thank you, sir. Secretary Meink?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator. As the chief nentioned, at
65 percent conplete design we can now start working it into
the ranking for MLCON, and once | see that | wll make
sure | cone talk to you about it, Senator.

Senator Ernst: Ckay. Thank you. | appreciate the
commtnent today in front of the public, and we | ook
forward to seeing this conpleted in the near future.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Ceneral
Al'lvin, |ast Septenber the Air Force activated the
I ntegrated Capabilities Command to integrate requirenents
and devel opnment in energing capabilities and to noderni ze
the force. The formation of this command is very tinely as
the service noves towards NGAD, the F-47.

General Allvin, | aminterested in the F-47 and how
you see this new command, the Integrated Capabilities
Command, supporting future devel opnent both for the F-47
and the B-21, and anything beyond that.

General Allvin: Yeah, thank you, Senator, and we are
now to the point where we have the Integrated Capabilities
Command in a provisional status. It was part of the series
of activities that we had paused. And now we have a
Secretary in the seat who can eval uate those and make sure

that we are on the right path for evolving that into where
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It needs to be.

In its current stantiation, the vision is the val ue of
the Integrated Capabilities Command is it does not devel op
the platformto be the best platformin the world. It
under st ands what we are doing now is going through m ssion
threads. Wat does that capability have to integrate wth?
It has to integrate wwth the C3 and battle managenent. It
has to integrate with the other capabilities, the crypto
noder ni zation, all those things.

Senator Kelly: Does it do the integration with the
CCAs?

General Allvin: It wll ensure -- so that is the
other value of it. It ensures that that systemintegrates
with the others to devel op an operational outcone, not just
a performance paraneter. So it wll ensure that. It wll
al so ensure that as we nove forward, sone of the good
| deas, we ensure that the good ideas neet the force design,
not just make the platformbetter. |If they make the
pl atf orm better but they do not nake the platformperform
better across the whole mssion, then it is probably not
wort h spendi ng the noney on.

So it will help us also make better use of every
dollar, to where that F-47 and those CCAs and the B-21, and
everything that goes with it gets a better conbat outcone.

Senator Kelly: And is it fully staffed at this point?
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General Allvin: Not at this point. It has got the
provisional. So it is doing nodest work now, and as we
| ook towards the next |evel of that, it will now take the

sort of federated approach, fromsone of the capability
devel opnent bei ng done in Langley and sone in Barkstone,
sone at Scott. It will actually put those together and
say, what does one Air Force force design | ook Iike, and
that is its vision.

Senator Kelly: 1Is it pretty high level or do you have
| i ke software engineers there to nmake sure software between
platfornms is integrated?

General Allvin: The value of setting it up like it
Is, the software engineers and the technical experts, they
are very tightly linked with the current office called the
Agi | e Devel opnment Ofice. But they are the ones who take
the good ideas fromthe operator and say, "Is that
technically feasible?" And it also has one-stop shopping
for outside industry to cone in and say, "Hey, | have got a
new design. | have got a good product here.” W can | et
t hem know, yes, go ahead and spend your |RAD dollars on
t hat because that is going to be a part of our future force
design or not. It also helps industry, as well. But it
has got all the smart software engi neers working with our
Air Force material comrmand.

Senator Kelly: Thank you. Unrelated subject. As the
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Departnment continues to enbrace nultidonmain warfare, | am
concerned about the lack of training space avail abl e where
we can integrate all domains and we are dealing with

ai rplanes that are flying faster and higher and air-to-air
m ssiles that have a greater range. The stick is getting
bi gger. The ranges are not getting bigger. W need cost-
effective training for our pilots and the ability to
actually engage in a contested EW environnent.

Last year at this hearing we tal ked about
opportunities to integrate the Air Force, Arny, and Marine
Corps training ranges in the State of Arizona to do
mul ti domai n operationals and to have the ability to do just
| onger runs.

So since then, CGeneral, what steps have you taken to
stitch together, to bridge these training areas in the

State of Arizona to get better training for the joint

force?
General Allvin: Yeah, thank you, Senator. | would
say that we are still in the form ng phase. Last year we

had a | ot of exercises |like the Banboo Eagl e exerci ses,
where we under st ood what the operational joint exercise
woul d | ook |ike. W have not yet |ooked at the stitching
together. But your point was right last year and it is
still right this year. There is the opportunity, because

of the geography of Arizona, and actually | eaking into New
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Mexico, as well, to --

Senator Kelly: W can go from CGol dwater through the
Qutl aw and Jackal MOA, you are going to stitch those two
t oget her, and then beyond that to the Wiite Sands Mssile
Range. And then you have a training range that | think is
maybe, you know, unmatched maybe in CONUS, obviously in
Al aska that is -- Senator Sullivan is here and he likes to
tal k about that.

General Allvin: It still has great val ue because
right now, in order to do sone of that | ong-range training
we are out in the Wi skey area. So we are out just over
t he oceans, which obviously limts us from geography. So
getting together the nultidomain exercises to figure out
where we are short and where we do not want to do it
synthetically -- we actually want to do it in the physical
space -- it is still --

Senator Kelly: The conversations with the FAA?

General Allvin: Those are going to need to be key,
but we need to get together with the Arnmy and the ot her
services, and actually ask the FAA exactly what we need to
ensure that we can do that. Not ask for the noon but what
I's practical.

Senator Kelly: So you have had no conversations wth
t he FAA.

General Allvin: Not at the joint level. At the Ar
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Force | evel we have, but we really want to stitch that
together with the other joint force.

Senator Kelly: Gkay. Can you get nme an update on
this in a few nonths?

General Allvin: Yeah, we will do that.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, Ceneral.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Kelly. Senat or
Craner .

Senator Cranmer: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you, gentlenen, for being here, and congratul ations, Dr.
Meink, on finally getting the job for good. | hope you are
sl eeping occasionally. W will try to take it easy on you.
Al t hough I have to say, after listening to Senator Ernst
and Senator Peters get after you guys, | feel |like |I have
been a little easy on you, CGeneral. But | wll try to keep
ny cheerful deneanor here.

But | want to get right to sonething inportant,
General Saltzman, because | noticed they have been | eaving
you out a little bit. | was reading about Gol den Done -- |
do a lot of that these days -- and noticed that two of our
| east favorite dictators in the world, Xi Jinping and
Viadimr Putin, have put out a joint statenent worrying
about Gol den Done having a, quote, "destabilizing effect,”
and suggesting that the United States m ght be | eaning

t owar ds weaponi zi ng space, which is rich comng fromthose
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two guys.

Do our enem es have weapons in space, that you know
of , General ?

General Saltzman: Yes, Senator, they do. Over the
| ast few years we have observed, for instance, the Russians
have perforned sone very aggressive on-orbit capabilities
in terns of plane matching, getting very close to sone of
our nost sensitive satellites in aggressive ways. They
have rel eased what coul d be presuned to be kinetic kil
vehi cl es that we have watched on orbit. The PRC has
denonstrated the ability to use a grappling armto grab a
satellite and pull it out of its operational orbit, return
it. Al of these are denonstrated capabilities that could
be used as anti-satellite technol ogy.

Senator Craner: So as is often the case, | find
nyself follow ng Senator King and agreeing with himwth
regard to your budget, and maybe this is a redundant
guestion. But are you adequately funded to neet this kind
of a threat in space, as well as, obviously, the rest of
the world that you have to protect?

General Saltzman: It is just about the scale, sir.
have often used the analogy that it is |ike transform ng
the Merchant Marine into the U S. Navy or United Airlines
into the U S. Air Force. There is a |lot of new equi pnent.

There is new training. There are new people. W cannot
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just take what we had and presune that we can gai n space
superiority with that equi pment. That new equi pnent
requires new resources. So that is where the disconnect
conmes, | think, in full funding.

Chai rman Wcker: Your answer to that is that we are
not adequately funded. |Is that correct, General?

General Saltzman: W are not adequately funded for
the new mssions that | have been given in space
superiority.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you.

Senator Craner: Yeah, thank you for that, M.

Chai rman, because scale matters. | nmean, if we have the
worl d's greatest weapons but not enough of themto defeat
t he eneny then we are not adequately funded.

By the way, thank you for being so open about the
shortcom ngs, because we are here to hel p, and we cannot
help if we do not know where we are short, and you have al
been great this norning so | thank you for that.

| think | amgoing to skip over the Sentinel stuff
because | think you handled that very well, Dr. Meink, with
Senator Fischer. Although | wll say | have been concerned

about sonme of the runors | have been hearing about a

billion-dollar cut maybe, priorities. | think she
referenced sonething to that effect. | amjust going to
not even ask you -- we just need to do nore. | guess the
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bottomline is my conmtnent is we need to do nore to make
sure we are not falling backwards anywhere and that we are
projecting forward everywhere that we can.

So General Allvin, I wll just sinply go to MY 9s.
| SR, ny favorite topic, as you know. M/ concern with the
Air Force both retiring and in the case of MJ9s attriting
sonme of our ISR capability. Do you have enough Ml 9s -- |
amquite famliar with the aircraft, as you know -- M) 9s
to sort of nmeet the current demand? | know there is never
enough, but are you concerned? Should | be concerned about
the M9 popul ati on?

General Allvin: WlIl, as it stands right now, you
menti oned, Senator, that we have | ost several in conbat in
operations. As it exists today, Qur A3 is working with the
joint staff in understanding howto alter the force
offering, but as we continue to attrite nore it becones nor
and nore critical. | can probably give you a little bit
nore at a higher level. But it is getting to the point
where we need to ensure that every one of themis as
survi vabl e as possi bl e.

Sonme of the areas where we are hoping to inprove, as
you are well aware, sone of the things we are |ooking to
I nprove on are putting the capability for the enhanced
proliferated LEO architecture, to be able to put that on

the M3}9. This is where | mght make ny pitch for nore
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funding flexibility, because right nowit is a $17 mllion
ask, and because that is above the bel owthreshold
reprogranm ng, we are having to go through a | onger process
with us in Congress to get that approved.

But the nore we could have that flexibility to be able
to accelerate the fielding of those proliferated LEO
architecture on those MJ39s, it will nmake them nore
survi vabl e.

Senator Cranmer: Well, just as scale natters, so does
speed, right. So we have got a lot of things to figure
out, and we are grateful, M. Secretary, you are there to
hel p us do that. Thank you, M. Chairmn.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Cranmer. Senator
Warren, you nade it by a matter of seconds. You are
recogni zed.

Senat or Warren: Thank you very much, M. Chairman.

So | ook, we all want the Air Force to have the noney
It needs to keep us safe, and we all want those funds to be
spent as effectively and as efficiently as possible. The
Air Force's budget request was about $220 billion | ast
year, and many of those billions go into devel op weapon
systens. But even then, contractors try to w thhold
technical data right, preventing servicenmenbers fromrepair
equi prrent that the Air Force itself owns.

So Secretary Meink, you know this problem During
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your confirmation process you said that in a contested

| ogi stics environnent, quote, "airnen will need to be

aut hori zed and enpowered to manufacture parts and fix their
equi prent."” | agree with you on this. Wen DoD secures
repair rights, that increases our battlefield readi ness and
It |lowers costs.

When Tinker Air Force Base needed to replace a
pressure door handle for the C5 transport aircraft, the
Air Force manufactured the part itself and saved 95 percent
of the cost because it was not tripped up by contractor
restrictions.

So, M. Secretary, do you agree that this type of
maj or cost savi ngs nekes right-to-repair a strategic
priority for the Air Force and for its budget?

M. Meink: Thank you, Senator. Yes, | do agree with
that, and that is sonething | have already had di scussions
wth the teamon in the first couple of days. | think it
Is not only froma cost perspective, Senator. | think from
a readi ness perspective, as CGeneral Allvin has discussed
multiple tinmes, both are affected with our ability to have
nore flexibility in how we do parts sustai nment.

Senator Warren: Absolutely. Gkay. Cost and
readiness. So it is no surprise that new polling just
rel eased today found that over 70 percent of voters

overwhel m ngly favor Congress passing a Defense right-to-
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repair law. Anmericans know that this is a big opportunity
to save billions of dollars.

Secretary Driscoll is leading the way with the new
Arny Transformation Initiative, released earlier this
nonth, making it a standard for Arny contracts to include
right-to-repair fromday one. But airnmen far from hone
need to be able to fix their own equi pnent, as well. They
shoul d not be waiting, in sone cases we know, up to 6
nmonths for a refurbished T-38 trai ner engine.

So, M. Secretary, shouldn't the Air Force adopt a
service-wide right-to-repair policy like the Arny's policy,
so that we can get grounded jets back into the air faster?

M. Mink: Senator, | amnot famliar with the
details of what Secretary Driscoll has proposed, but the
| dea of having that flexibility |I fully support. And
again, that is one of the things we are going to be | ooking
at .

Senator Warren: | love hearing that you |ike the
| dea, but what we have got to do is we have got to put that
I dea into action.

Right-to-repair is one inportant tool for the Ar
Force to protect its budget. But contractors will find any
way they can to overcharge the mlitary right up until the
nonment they get caught.

Last year, DoD s inspector general found that Boeing
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charged the Air Force 80 tines -- that is eight, zero tines
-- the avail able commercial price for a soap di spenser
during a C 17 sustainnment contract. Now, that overcharge
was found only through an investigation after the fact, and
sort of by happenstance. It nakes you wonder what kind of
ot her overcharges are going unnoticed. And that is why the
| G recormmended that contracting officers be notified when a
price for an item |ike a spare part, increases over 25

per cent.

M. Secretary, would the Air Force be in a better
position to detect this kind of price gouging if you are
contracting officers had to be notified when there was a
price spike?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator. More data in this area
woul d be al ways hel pful.

Senator Warren: Al right. Good. You know, | am
working with ny coll eagues across the aisle to get this
type of price information into the hands of all of our
contracting officers, but the Air Force needs to be
updating its own policies, as well. Because we all agree,
the Air Force's hundreds of billions of dollars should be
spent efficiently, to benefit our servicenenbers and our
t axpayers, not just to benefit contractor executives. |If
we can get airnmen the right to repair and contracting

officers the information they need to stop price gouging,
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the Air Force can start buying smarter service-wide. And |
| ook forward to working with you, M. Chairman, and all of
nmy coll eagues on this Conmttee to get it done.

Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator. The Senator
from Al aska.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman, and
gentl enen, thank you for your testinony today. M.
Secretary, congratulations. W are really excited to see
you here.

| amgoing to bring up this map again. This is our
Russi an- Chi nese incursion map in Al aska. You know, we talk
about defending the honeland. This is defending the
honmel and. We had another incursion in April. Sonme Navy
stuff going on with the Russians that was happeni ng very
recently, all in our ADIZ, all in our EEZ

M. Secretary, you have done these AD Z Al aska
m ssions. Isn't that true?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator, many, nany years ago, W th
F- 15s.

Senator Sullivan: They are not easy, right. You have
got to tank probably three or four tines just to get out to
the EEZ. It is a big state. 1Isn't that correct?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator. There is a |ot of airspace

up there.
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Senator Sullivan: So during your hearing, and this is
an issue | have only been pressing the Secretary of the Ar
Force and the Chief of Staff of the Air Force | think 10
years now, you committed to three additional KC- 130s, 135s,
to support the airnmen who are doing these great, inportant
I ntercept mssions. Can you give ne a tineline for the
rebasing of those aircraft to be part of active affiliation
up in Al aska, where we need these tankers, for sure.

M. Meink: | amgoing to call on a friend here.
General, do you know the tineline on this?

General Allvin: Yeah. Thank you, Senator. O
course, there was four, with the one that is up there. W
are still going on the final three. The final three are
going to be sourced out of Kadena, and so because that
requi res an overseas force structure change piece, it is
with Joint Staff and OSD, because nost of the fol ks at
Kadena spend a ot of tine in Al aska doing that support
mssion. So that is in process.

It is going to be about a plus-up of 175 airnen, as
well, so we wanted to ensure that they al so have the right
housi ng. As you know, we have di scussed several tines
about ensuring that we have good, off-base housing for
t hem

Ri ght now the overseas force structure change process

Is going on with OSD and Joint Staff, so that is noving
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forward. And that really was triggered after last fall's
Housi ng Research and Marketing Anal ysis saying, yes, we
bel i eve now that the community housing is satisfactory
enough to be able to start noving famlies up there.

Senator Sullivan: So what does that nean in terns of
tinmeline? Do you have a sense, an estimte?

General Allvin: | amgoing to have to take that for
the record. Again, that is out of ours, but it depends on

how fast it noves through the OSD process.

Senator Sullivan: GCkay. Wll, let's get them noving.
Like I said, | have only been pressing this issue for 10
years. And it nmkes strategic sense. It is not sone kind

of gimme. This is JPARC training. This is real-world
m ssions that our great airmen are doing up in Al aska al
the tine.

By the way, everybody thinks these are real easy
m ssions. Wen you are in an F-16, taking four different
times, going over the Arctic Ccean, in February, in the
m ddl e of the night, you | ose an engi ne, you are screwed,
right. These are tough m ssions, and the nen and wonen you
guys are in charge of do such a great job doing it, but
they make it | ook easy, but they are not easy. And nore
tankers, nore AWACs, we all need it. These are frontline
m ssi ons that can be dangerous.

Real quick, thisis alittle bit of a broader issue,
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but you tal ked earlier about strengthening our posture in
| NDOPACOM One issue | have raised with the Secretary of
the Navy and his | eadership in the | NDOPACOM Conmmander, we
sure seemto be overconcentrating on Guam Air Force
assets, Navy assets. M nunbers that | have are between
now and 2033, we might have up to $50 billion nore in

M LCON on Guam M goodness. | think it is a |ack of
strategic i magi nati on by the Pentagon.

Do any of you have a view on that? Are we
overconcentrated on Guan? | nean, is Anderson Air Force
Base going to take several mssiles in the first days of a
conflict wwth China and we are going to be like, "Wait, why
are we having all the Navy and all the Air Force in
| NDOPACOM on Guanf? That was a really dunb idea.” But what
do you gentl enen think?

General Allvin: Yeah, Senator, you nmake a good point.
The key is that right now, for the Air Force, Guamis not
the ultimte destination of our Indo-Pacific posture, and
so we are working on the regional -based cl uster.

Senator Sullivan: Yeah.

General Allvin: | think you have seen, we have built
out Tinian, which is an amazing story | could tell you with
nore time, and Yap, and Palau. So our concept is as we can
build nore resilience in sone of those clusters, to go

beyond Guam But as you said, the Departnent of Defense
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has invested a whole lot. W believe that in order to be
nore survivabl e you cannot just only defend and do robust
def ense on Guam but we are actually pushing out into that
second island chain to sone of the base clusters.

Senator Sullivan: Well, this Commttee has taken a
hard | ook at Adak, two 8, 000-foot runways, a big hangar.
Go look at a map. That is about as strategic terrain as it
gets, not just for the Navy but for the Air Force. And I
do think it is something we need to | ook hard at in terns
of being overconcentrated on Guam | think the Navy is. |
think the Alr Force is, and | think in terns of our
oversight we need to get to the right m x.

And | agree with you, CGeneral. The Air Force has a
good plan on dispersion of forces, your ACE plan, but we
need to do nore on that.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Sullivan.

Senat or Sl ot ki n.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you, Chairman. Thanks for
bei ng here. A couple of questions, Secretary. Selfridge
Air Force Base, just follow ng on sone of the questions
from Senator Peters. | know that was a decision many of us
wor ked very hard, over a decade, to try and get and could
not get, and it breaks a |l ot of china to have our F-15s

show up to replace our A-10s. W thank you for that. W

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

are very happy about that decision. But can you commt to
maki ng sure it happens on tine? W have an issue where we
could lose a ot of airmen if our A-10 pilots and crews go
off, they are allowed to go back into normal civilian |ife,
and then years |ater we get our F-15s. So can you commit
to doing all the environnental studies, all the pieces that
have to go into place in order to have themarrive on tine,
as the President announced?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator. W are working out the |ay
In that plan, based on the President's decision, and as we
have nore detail we will nake sure to provide that.

Senator Slotkin: GCkay, great. Thank you. The other

issue is also related to the Air Force. It is on the issue

of PFAS and forever chem cals, particularly in Oscoda, at
Wirtsmth Air Force Base. The Air Force does not dispute,
over the past decade, that it was the PFAS fromthe
firefighting foamon the base that contam nated | ocal
people's water, their |akes. These are |like their kids
that swmin those | akes, their water that is drank by an
entire community. And |ast year the EPA put a scientific
standard on how nuch PFAS you can have on water before it
makes you si ck.

W were thrilled, and the Air Force, to their credit,
came into action and said, "W will now begin taking

i nteri mneasures to clean up PFAS in Oscoda, M chigan,
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anong ot her places." Last week, the Adm nistration
reversed that decision, and now does not care about the
heal th standards of PFAS in our water. And | am wonderi ng,
will the Air Force continue to take interi mneasures to
clean up the water around Wirtsmth Air Force Base?

M. Meink: Senator, | amnot famliar with the
deci sion you reference, but the Departnment will continue to
work to make sure that both our people and the surroundi ng
communities are prioritized, and we wll work to clean up
and be transparent about it.

Senator Slotkin: GCkay, because we are a decade -- we
tried to get the Air Force to nove. They would not until
| ast year. And then the EPA standards were again slid
backwards, despite this Admnistration's interest in making
Anmerican healthy again. | guess that does not nmatter when
it conmes to forever chemcals in our water.

So | just ask your help in commtting to continuing
those interimneasures. They are gradual. They are not
steep. But we need to hold the Air Force, you know, you
have to clean up what you nessed up for this community that
cannot drink its water, that cannot safely swmin its
wat er .

And then, lastly, let me just ask, you know, we had a
| ot of debate and di scussion about the gift of the Qatari

jet that was given to the President for Air Force One. Has
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the country of Qatar, General Allvin, submtted a request
to buy F-35s, an official request to the Pentagon?

General Allvin: | have not received that request for
themto buy F-35s.

Senator Slotkin: M. Secretary, are you aware, that
has been reported publicly, that they have now submtted
recently a request to buy F-35s.

M. Meink: | amnot aware of that, Senator, but |
will take it for the record.

Senator Slotkin: GCkay. | think it is inportant,
because we just had a four-star Navy, nunber two in the
Navy, convicted yesterday of bribery for a very simlar
type of thing, pay for play. W give you a gift, we give
you an opportunity, you nake things happen for us inside
the Pentagon. It was enbarrassing to have a four-star
admral convicted in court yesterday, highest ranking in
American history.

So | just ask, as the President is noving to try and
accept a gift of a jet, that we do not do sonething as
stupid and as obvious as pay for play on selling the
Qataris F-35s. So | would ask you to very, very rigorously
| ook at that issue. And | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Slotkin. Senator
Scot t.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. First off,
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t hanks to each of you for your service. To General Allvin
and Secretary Meink, let nme first tal k about Honestead. As
you know, our adversaries -- Russia, China, and Iran -- are
doing nore and nore in Latin Arerica. Cuba is 90 mles
away. All of them are doing bad things down there.

So can you just tal k about the inportance of Honestead
Air Force Base and what you think the future of Honmestead
Air Force Base is.

General Allvin: Homestead, of course, has been a
| ongtinme very inportant base for the Air Force and for the
nation, and will continue into the future. It is a very
supportive community. They run a great m ssion down there.
So | believe Honestead is one of those that you should be
very proud of the community and the m ssion there that they
conduct.

Senator Scott: So you both believe it wll continue
to be a crucial mlitary asset?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator Scott: OCkay. Al right. Next, General
Saltzman. How i nportant are our satellites for
conmuni cations, mssile detection, and operations?

General Saltzman: Very inportant.

Senator Scott: So the satellites we are dependi ng on,
i f China was able to just destroy a dozen or so and | eave

all that debris in space, how big of an inpact woul d that
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General Saltzman: | believe the Joint Force would
struggle to neet its objectives, certainly in the Western
Paci fic and maybe el sewhere.

Senator Scott: Ckay. So a couple of things. Wen
systens are conpronmised, is it harder to disable a |arge,
distributed satellite network?

General Saltzman: Indications are that the nore
targets you have to disrupt or destroy in order to achieve
a mssion effect, the nore resilient that architecture is.

Senator Scott: Yeah. So if they were smaller, nore
di stributed, that would be better for us, right?

General Saltzman: They would be nore resilient.

Senator Scott: So also we face a |ot of procurenent
delays like we do with it seens |like everything in the
mlitary. Does that inpact your ability to defend our
country?

CGeneral Saltzman: Yeah, the slower the capabilities
are delivered to the warfighter the |l ess they can use them
obvi ousl y.

Senator Scott: Do you think we need to do nore
public-private partnershi ps where we have private conpani es
that are willing to invest their own capital and scale up
qui cker than what we are doi ng?

CGeneral Saltzman: W have got trenendous efforts
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already trying to get as nmuch I RAD, as nuch industry

i nvestnent in R&D as possible, to try to drop the techni cal
ri sks associated with key platforns. So there is a
tremendous anmount of investnent, but nore is always better,
| think, in this area.

Senator Scott: Are you using agencies |like the Space
Devel opnment Agency to work with commercial players who are
ready to deliver quickly, with the scale, speed, and
I nnovati on we need to stay ahead of our adversaries and
mai nt ai n peace through strength?

General Saltzman: Yes, sir. W have got substanti al
I nvestnents, as | nentioned, in the commercial sector to
devel op those technol ogi es. The Space Devel opnment Agency's
sol e acquisition nodel, the strategy, is about |everaging
rapi dly what commercial industry is producing in order to
go fast and put capabilities in the hands of our
war fi ghters.

Senator Scott: So are you optimstic that we are
going to be able to afford to put satellite systens up that
we will be able to make sure that China is not able to
destroy our ability to communicate or m ssile detection,
any of these things?

General Saltzman: Resiliency is not cheap. | can
tell you that. CObviously, we have a | ot of architectures

to redesign so that they are nore resilient. But | think
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t he Space Devel opnent Agency is a perfect exanple, where
they are noving fast. W have the funding we need to put
Tranche 2 in orbit. That will give us an initial
operational capability that denonstrates that kind of
resiliency.

Senator Scott: And are there quite a few private
conpanies that are wlling to put their noney at risk to
try to put systens up, that you can work w th?

General Saltzman: | cannot really speak to what their
risk tolerance is, but | can say there is a great interest
in the comrercial sector to engage with the governnent.

Senator Scott: Al right. 1 want to thank each of
you for your service.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch. Senator Rosen.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, M. Chairman. And | woul d
also like to thank Secretary Meink, CGeneral Allvin, General
Saltzman, for testifying today, for your service to our
country. And Ceneral Allvin, thank you for taking the tine
to neet with ne last week. | really appreciated our
conversation ahead of this hearing, and | amgoing to
conti nue the discussion we had with both you and Secretary
Mei nk on docunenting exposure at classified | ocations.

At General Caine's confirmation hearing | raised the
I ssue of docunenting exposure at data-nmasked | ocati ons,

where the duty station and even its existence are
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classified. This is to ensure that servicenenbers' records
accurately reflect the service-connected injuries incurred
at those sites. | have heard from constituents who have
served at such locations within the Nevada Test and

Trai ning Range. They believe they were exposed to

radi ati on from our days of conducting expl osive nucl ear
weapons testing, and in addition to toxins fromburn pits,
whi ch di spose of classified waste.

However, DoD does not classify the range as a pl ace
wher e exposure occurred, despite the Departnent of Energy
providing a presunption of exposure for their personnel who
served at these exact sanme |locations within the range, such
as the Tonopah Test Range. And because their service is
dat a- masked, these veterans cannot even prove to the VA
that they were ever actually stationed there. | magine
that. So all of this has prevented them from being able to
receive the veterans' benefits they deserve.

To Secretary Meink and General Allvin, | have a little
bit nore on this, so if you wll be brief, wll you work
with me to ensure that this Commttee ensures the
Departnent of the Air Force provides a presunptive exposure
at relevant Air Force |ocations, and where the Departnent
of Energy has done so for their personnel, we want to
ensure that those who served there, currently serving at

these sites, receive sufficient docunentation to support
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protect the classified nature of their service. Secretary?

M. Meink: Yes, Senator, we take the health of our
wor kf orce seriously, and we need to deal with this issue.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. Departnent of Energy has.
General ?

General Allvin: Absolutely, Senator. | would say
that | do not know whether the Departnent of Air Force can
do its own policy, but we certainly would be within the
Departnment of Defense policy we need to work. Wat | need
to make sure of, on the Air Force side, is if it is
determ ned that airnen, past or present, are qualified for
t hose, they should not be restricted fromthat because of
the process, and the process of being the data mask. That
I s something we need to work through.

Senator Rosen: | have a solution. So you have teed
me up for ny next question, because specifically, will you
ensure, both of you, that your staff neets with ny staff
and the Commttee staff in the next few weeks so that we
can correct this issue in the fiscal year 2026 NDAA? W
think that there is a fix for this.

General Allvin: Senator, obviously I will defer to ny
Secretary, but | think this is sonething -- that part is
easily done, to understand that once they are deened

gualified we need to ensure that our process does not
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restrict them because of our --

Senator Rosen: There is a tenplate there that the DOCE
has been using for years.

M. Meink: W would be happy to neet with your staff,
Senat or .

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | appreciate it. | want
totalk alittle bit about CCAs and the future of Creech.
General Allvin, with the arrival of Experinental Operations
Unit at Creech Air Force Base and the future depl oynent of
the Col | aborative Conbat Aircraft, CCA if they are to be
per manent|ly based at Creech, which | amreally hopeful for,
| am curious what investnents will be nade to address
housi ng defi ci enci es and support services in the area.

Creech is renote, has imted housing, |imted
servi ces nearby, and airnen have to conmute so many m |l es
to the base fromwhere they live. It is an even |onger
commute for those fol ks who have kids. They have to drop
them of f at daycare, drive an hour to work at Nellis Ar
Force Base. Nellis is on the opposite end of the Las Vegas
Val | ey, excuse ne.

So if CCAs are to be pernmanently based at Creech, what
does the future of the base infrastructure | ook |ike and
how can we hel p support our personnel there, please.

General Allvin: Thank you, Senator, and of course we

are very excited about the Collaborative Conbat Aircraft,
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what it neans for the future of our Air Force. Creech is a
natural | ocation, not only because of the community support
there but al so because of the range.

But to your point, we do need to ensure that a place
that can al ready be challenging for the airnmen who serve
there now, as we add nore airnmen in, we need to nake sure
they are well cared for. So we have a Site Activation Task
Force that is going there now and assessing all of the
needs, everything from as you nentioned, the childcare,
maki ng sure we have a better process and nore rapidly
expand the famly childcare, because between the RPA pilots
who now operate on off-hours and what that m ght nean in
the future for CCA, we need to nake sure we have a nore
robust capability to take care of the famlies.

Site Activation Task Force should be there. The
Experi nental Operations Unit will also be able to give us a
sense of how many we think long term W are uncovering
new ground here. But between the Site Activation Task
Force and the first nonths and years of the Experinental
Qperations Unit, we should understand, sort of have a
bracket about what it really takes to take care of those
airmen. W are conmtted to do that.

Senat or Rosen: Well, perfect. | look forward to
scheduling a neeting. | want to talk about infrastructure

adapt ati ons, airspace control, and el ectromagnetic spectrum
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availability. Thank you.

Chai rman W cker: Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Tuberville: Good norning, gentlenen. How are
you? The Arny just released its Transition Initiative to
prepare for future threats in budgets. This is for al
three of you, if you want to have tinme just to answer it.
It is kind of a three-part question. Does this have any
| npact on your organi zation? Do you anticipate simlar
initiatives in your organization? And when and what w ||
they |l ook |ike? GCeneral Saltzman?

General Saltzman: Yes, sir. There are sone
connections. | have actually been charged by Congress to
be the Force Design Architect for Space for the Arned

Forces. So as the Arny goes through its transformation to

figure out exactly howit wll use space capabilities to
protect it organic forces, we will be connected to that, as
well, to make sure we are sharing technol ogy, we are not

bei ng redundant where we do not need to be. So there wll
be an overarching aspect to that.

But in a broader sense, we are also using this year to
build the objective force of the Space Force. Wat do we
need to ook like in the next 10, 15 years, and how w ||
t hat connect to the other services to nake sure that all of
the joint force requirenents are net.

Senat or Tubervill e: How i s that communi cati on? Does
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General Saltzman: Between the services?

Senator Tuberville: Yeah.

General Saltzman: Yes, sir. W collaborate through
the Joint Staff in a |ot of places, but the JROC is where
we share requirenents across the services. W do it at the
wor ki ng group level all the way up to the four-star
general s.

Senator Tuberville: M. Secretary, since you have

been here for about 48 hours, what is your thought?

M. Meink: First off, | have to agree with General
Saltzman. Yeah, | have not had a chance to read their
transition plan in detail, but at a high level a |ot of

things are focusing ny range fires, things |ike that, and
that threat environnent. Those are the sane things we are
having to deal with, so there is a |lot of connectivity

t here.

And in many cases, what both the Space Force delivers
and the Air Force delivers, fromI|SR and ot her capability
for targeting, is as critical for the Arny as it is for the
entire joint force.

Senator Tuberville: |f anybody has got to switch
gears it has got to be you guys, you know, for what we have
seen and the things that China is doing. GCeneral, your

t hought s?
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General Allvin: Very well aligned, Senator. | think
as the Arny goes through their Transformation Initiative,
as wth all the services, we need to nake sure we do not do
it in a vacuum understanding that as the Arny transforns,
we are going to be dependent on them and them on us, for
base resiliency in the Indo-Pacific, as they |look to sort
of streamine sone of their ways to do acquisition,
consistent wth sone of the basic tenets of the FORGED Act.

W want to nmake sure that we are integrated there, and
| think we have been undergoing a bit of that oursel ves
with the way we are devel opi ng our new force design, not
only what we are building but how we are building it. And
| think having those conmmon practices and the coll aboration
bet ween the services, as Salty said, is going to be key
goi ng forward.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you. Since you are on a

roll I wll stay with you, General. W wll go back to the
KC-46. | think we have availability around 90 now, of KC
46s. |s that correct?

General Allvin: | think we are 89 on the ranp, yes.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. Wat is their
avai lability? | mean, since they are new we have heard the
probl enms that they are having, up and down, and sone that

are in and out of service. Wat is their availability?

General Allvin: See, | knew | was going to be asked
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this. | cannot renenber themall, so | have it right here.
The KC-46 availability right nowis just at 51 percent.
And the challenges with that, there are several chall enges.

Senat or Tuberville: 517

General Allvin: Yeah, 51 percent, and that includes
those that are in the depot maintenance. So again, that is
not a nunber that we are proud of, but there are several
| ssues that we have been working through with Boeing to
hel p ensure that we deliver conbat capable jets right off
t he production |ine.

There are still sone deficiency reports that we are
sorting through with Boeing, having to do with the upgraded
renote visualization systemand drain |ines and those sorts
of things. But right now the 52 percent is where we are
at .

Senat or Tuberville: Does that have the capability
that we need for the Indo-Pacific, in terns of what it can
carry, the range?

General Allvin: It actually does, Senator. It is
actually quite a capable platform as it is available. One
thing we are looking at into the future is not just the
anount of gas that it carries, but as we go forward into
t he next decade or so we need to ensure that we enhance
their survivability, whether that be with onboard systens

or wwth offboard support. Going into the future it is not
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just the tyranny of distance, which is extant, but it wll
be also the tyranny of operating consistently in a nore
contested environnent.

So as we nove forward in the next generation of aerial
refueling system exam nation we are | ooking at what the
next capabilities wll be, whether it is a new platformor
nore defensive systens on the current character platform

Senator Tuberville: So we are |ooking for new
capabilities, not just sitting around thinking the KCG46 is
going to be the --

General Allvin: W are. The nost inportant thing is
the continued recapitalization of the KC 135, which, as |
nmenti oned, average KC-135 age is older than ne. So a 63-
year-old average jet is not sonething that we want to
continue to try and di scover new parts that break. So in
the imedi ate future, the capacity and the capability that
the KCG-46 is, is sufficient, and as we are |looking for a
|l ong termwe want to make sure that in next couple of
decades we can have nore survivable taking capability.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. | had the opportunity
to fly around the world in a KC 135 with a bunch of other
coaches at one tinme. Damn near froze to death.

General Allvin: Dd you refuel another aircraft? D d
you get to do that?

Senator Tuberville: W did.
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General Allvin: Al right.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah, we did. Antiquated is ny
expl anation for that. Thank you, M. Chairmn.

M. Meink: Yeah, the environnmental controls of the
back of a 135 are not awesone.

Chai rman Wcker: Ceneral Allvin, do not sell yourself
short at age 63. Senator GIIlibrand.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you, M. Chairman. Dr.
Mei nk, Space Force NRO, and NGA are working to establish
the policies and procedures that will guide the DoD s use
of space-based tactical |ISRT. Now that you are Secretary,
what is your assessnent of this progress, and what do you
bel i eve nmust still be resol ved?

M. Meink: | think at a high I evel the agreenent on

how we are going to allocate resources and all ow for

commanders to task and get what they need -- | amtalking
about the conbatant commanders -- | think that is all laid
flat now | think the devil is in the details, though, how

you actually do that, right. W are just starting to field
capability now and starting to do experinentation wth that
now, and fielding tools to allow that to happen. There is
obviously still a lot of work to go, but | think there has
been great progress nade. And the fact that we already
have systens that we can start doing testing with and start

doi ng exercising, supporting | NDOPACOM and ot her theaters,
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will be critically inportant.

| guess | would see if General Saltzman has any
addi ti onal comrents.

General Saltzman: The TacSRT is an inportant
capability that we have offered to the conbatant conmands.
It fills a niche where you have unclassified capabilities
that can get quickly into the planners' hands. It is
I ntended to conplenment what the intelligence community NRO
and NRG provide to conbatant commanders, wit |arge.

Adm ral Wiitworth and | have been working very
closely. W have working group-Ilevel discussions. W are
refining the procedures and policies to nake sure there is
not overlap, there is not too nuch redundancy. W do not
want to pay for imagery twice, for exanple. And | hope
| ater this week to be able to sign a Menorandum of
Under st andi ng that outlines those procedures, and we wl|
be in a nmuch better place.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you, General Saltzman
Last week, at the testinony before the House Arned Services
Commttee, it was reveal ed that Space Force will | ose about
10 percent of its civilian workforce. For the service that
is already | ean, and by many accounts, should be grow ng,
how will this loss of these civilian professionals inpact
guardi ans and the Space Force's m ssion?

General Saltzman: Thank you, Senator. W rely
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heavily on our civilian workforce. They bring expertise
that we do not have in the active duty. They bring
corporate continuity across all of our processes and
procedures. Al though the raw nunbers m ght be kind of
small, 10 percent is a large hit. And obviously, we use a
| ot of our civilian workforce in the acquisition of our
systens, which is a critical capability that we bring.

So | amworried about replacing that |evel of
expertise in the near termas we try to resolve it and nmake
sure we have a good workforce doing that acquisition work.

Senator G llibrand: And Ceneral Saltzman, you and
have tal ked about the Cyber Acadeny and how inportant it is
to train young people to do sone of these civilian jobs and
to make sure that they can aspire to be in the Space Force
and to aspire to be in the DoDin different capacities as
civilians.

We have heard recent reports that because of the
hiring freeze that these young graduates fromthe Cyber
Acadeny are not able to get the job that they need to enter
I nto Space Force NRO and NGA, are unable to do that. Do
you have any insight into what we can do to unstick that
pi peline that we are so desperate to try to grow?

General Saltzman: Well, we were in a period of
managed growth. The civilian workforce, by the end of

2025, was supposed to be alnost 1,000 larger than it is
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going to end up being. That is a part of not just the

I ncentives that we have given for people to resign or
retire early. W have al so kind of stopped the growth that
we had planned to acconplish these m ssions, and cyber
defense is a perfect exanple of one of those m ssions that
we have suspended hiring until we figure out exactly what
the size of the civilian workforce is going to be, and then
we wi Il rebal ance the force.

Cyber is not going to go away. W need to nmake sure
we are recruiting those people, because that is a skill set
we desperately need.

Senator G llibrand: And, General, do you know how
long it will take to finish the assessnent of the nunbers
of who you have and what you have and rebal ancing the
force, how |long mght that take? Because again, one of the
chal | enges that we created the Cyber Acadeny to address is
t hat onboardi ng took so long for organi zations |ike NRO or
Cl A or other capacities that rely on cyber-heavy skill sets
that we woul d | ose these extraordinarily gifted young
people to the private sector. W have created the Cyber
Acadeny specifically to ranp themon to public service.

So there is an urgency, and if you have any estinate
in tinmes or any ways that you woul d suggest to the
Adm ni stration that we coul d maybe surge resources to get

this done sooner than | ater.
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General Saltzman: | was really proud at how fast we
were able to onboard our civilian hires. | thought the
Space Force had done a nice job of reducing that tineline.

You know, the DoDis really | ooking at what the size
of the civilian workforce is, and so as those incentives to
reshape to workforce affect the Space Force, | amnot sure
exactly where we are going to end up, what our final size
Is going to be. As soon as | understand what that size is,
then we will redistribute and reallocate the civilian
wor kf orce, as necessary.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you. Thank you all for
your service.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator G| librand.
Senat or Budd, you are recognized, and you have the gavel
for 5 m nutes.

Senat or Budd: Understood, and thank you, sir. Again,
thank you all for being here. | want to thank you, in
particular, for your |eadership. General Allvin, with
conmuni cating the need for nore Air Force, it is sonething
that | support and sonmething | agree with.

Last nonth we received the Air Force's Report to
Congress, which lays out the plan to sustain and
recapitalize the fighter fleet. The plan goes out, as you
know, to 2035, and it hinges on production and procurenment

assunptions over the next 10 years in order to work.
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So in that sense, how inportant are the fighter
production |lines and stable funding to those lines in your
effort to nodernize the fleet?

General Allvin: You nailed it, Senator Budd, there.
Absol utely critical. That stable funding hel ps us not only
under stand how to devel op the pilot pipeline but where are
they going to be stationed, the whole thing. It is
critical.

Senator Budd: One thing that stuck out to ne was the
arrival of the F-35s at Lakenheath Air Base, and that once
they are up and running, two Strike Eagle units wll be
returning stateside. So has a decision been nade on where
those aircraft will end up?

General Allvin: Senator, the final decision has not
been made, but I will tell you that when we are | ooki ng at
the right place to have them | and -- because those have the
newer 229 engines in them

Senat or Budd: Versus the 220 engi nes.

General Allvin: Versus the 220 engines. So
under st andi ng Seynour Johnson has the 220s. W are | ooking
very closely at the opportunity, because, of course,

Seynour Johnson is going to be critical to the F-15E and EX
community as far as the training unit and the operational
unit for the EE So that certainly is an attractive |anding

spot right now W have not nade the final decision, but
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It Is pretty attractive.

Senat or Budd: General, as you know, Seynour Johnson,
whi ch you nentioned, it hosts both conbat and training
m ssions, and it is home to the oldest Strike Eagles in the
fleet. So does the return of those Lakenheath jets, does
It create flexibility for managing the F-15 fl eet and
keepi ng those m ssions alive?

General Allvin: It absolutely does, Senator.

Senator Budd: So if you were able to divest those
ol dest jets, those Dash 220 jets, at Seynour Johnson,
unencunbered by the current |law, and replace themwth
newer ones, does that nake it easier to sustain both the
conmbat and the training mssions at Seynour Johnson?

General Allvin: That absolutely does. It does,
Senat or.

Senat or Budd: Thank you. Now, | want to be
supportive, and if there are commobnsense decisions that are
hel d up by technicalities or factors outside of your
control | want to hear about it, and | amwlling to work
with all of you on that.

Secretary Meink, again congratul ations on your new
role, your swearing in. Wat can you tell us about the
plan to reoptimze the Air Force for great power
conpetition?

M. Meink: So | think it is, like | nentioned in ny
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opening comments, | think there are two things we have to
| ook at. We have to | ook at the near-term I ndo-Pacific
t heater and what we need to do there, and we have tal ked a
little bit about that from a readi ness perspective, how we
are filling nore capability out there and di spersing that
capability. | think in the near termthat is sonething we
have to worry about. At the sane tinme, there are
noder ni zation efforts we have going on across the service
to be able to push deeper in there as China fields nore and
nore capability.

| think we have tal ked a | ot about nodernization, but
one of the things we could maybe talk a little bit nore
about in this neeting is that in sone cases, particularly
In the Space Force, it is not just nodernization. It is
creation. It is the new mssion that we are not just
noder ni zing. These are new m ssions that did not exist 4
or 5 years ago. So we are creating new m ssions, and that
has to be done because those capabilities, those new
m ssions are going to be critical, both in the Gol den Done
for Anerica but also in the conpetition with China and
ot her potential adversari es.

So it is a mx of both of those things. It is
mai nt ai ni ng readi ness now. It is making sure our
noder ni zati on and the creation m ssions, mssions we are

creating, are on schedule and delivered, and that is going
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to be the focus of ny mind is just execution. You have to
execute to get those systens online.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, M. Secretary. GCeneral
Allvin, back to you. | aminterested in the Depl oyable
Conmbat Wng concept. It nmakes a | ot of sense for a wng to
train as a unit and then be able to deploy and fight
together as a unit, if called upon. As one of the first
Depl oyabl e Conbat Wngs, | amparticularly interested in
what this neans for Seynour Johnson. So will additional
airmen need to be stationed there to support this concept?

General Allvin: Yes, Senator, they will, because when
we do that, when we assure we have sequestered those, to
train as units to go and train how they may have to fight,
we still need to ensure that the base is still taken care
of. So we anticipate about 200-or-so airnmen comng in, and
we have done an advanced teamto go and | ook and to ensure
that everything is taken care of with the ability to house
and feed and do all those sorts of things with those
addi ti onal airnen.

| have got to tell you, when we put out the call for
airmen to volunteer to go to these Depl oyabl e Conbat W ngs,
we flooded the zone. There were a |lot of airnmen who were
very excited about this concept, see thenselves rather than
depl oying as individuals, training as units and depl oyi ng

as units. And | think Seynour Johnson is going to be the
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great recipient of that and sort of |eading the charge for
how the Air Force is going to do, going forward. W are
very excited.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, General. Chairman?

Chai rman Wcker: [Presiding.] Yes, before |
recogni ze Senator Duckworth, let's say this. W are going
to get to everybody, but we are going to reconvene in the
Senate Visitor's Center, Room 217, at 12:25. So people
shoul d be advised and staff nmenbers shoul d be advi sed.
Senate Visitor's Center, Room 217, 12:25.

Senat or Duckwort h.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you to our wi tnesses for being here today.

Senator Hi rono touched on this Qatari gift plane, and
| wanted to follow up on it. Look, the bipartisan concern
expressed in the |l ead-up to and during today's hearing
sinply underscores how bizarre and disturbing it was to
wat ch President Trunp proudly defend his decision to
create, at the very least, the pathetic appearance that our
commander in chief can be bought by an ally of Iran and
Hamas, all for the price of the Qatari royal famly's
| uxury, so-called "palace in the sky."

And that does not even address the outrageous reality

that far from savi ng noney, this unconstitutional action

will not only cost our nation its dignity, but it wll
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force taxpayers to waste over $1 billion in taxpayer
dollars to overhaul this particular aircraft when we
currently have not one but two fully operational and fully
capable Air Force One aircraft.

Secretary Meink, | wote a letter to you | ast week
about the very real operational security risks involved in
President Trunp's unconstitutional proposal to accept a
$400 mllion luxury aircraft fromthe Qatari royal famly
and retrofit it to serve as Air Force One. And I | ook
forward to hearing fromyou and hearing your thorough
response about what the Air Force has been directed to do
to support this.

But | have several questions for you here today. As
you know, any platformused for presidential travel nust be
fully secure, survivable, and -- and this is the inportant
part -- capable of supporting uninterrupted comand and
control under the nost denmandi ng conditions, including in
the event of a nuclear crisis.

This is not just about ensuring presidential
protection, though that is very inportant. This is about
our national security and protecting all Anericans fromthe
dangers posed if the President's sensitive conmunications
are intercepted or if he is out of contact, God forbid,
wWith our nation's mlitary during a crisis.

Secretary Meink, General Allvin, do you concur that
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the upgrades required for a foreign-provided plane to neet
t he operational security standards of Air Force One woul d
be significant?

M. Meink: Senator, thanks for the question. So the
Secretary of Defense has directed the Air Force to
basically start planning to nodify the aircraft. W are
postured to do that --

Senat or Duckworth: That is not ny question.

M. Meink: -- and we will look at all of those --

Senat or Duckworth: My question is do you concur these
are significant?

M. Meink: Well, we will have to | ook at all of those
| ssues you just addressed in those nodifications, Senator.

Senat or Duckworth: General Allvin, would you say that
to upgrade a foreign aircraft to Air Force One standards

woul d require significant nodifications?

General Allvin: | align nyself with the Secretary's
opinion that we will be postured to nmake the nodifications
necessary.

Senat or Duckworth: That is not my question. M
question is, do you concur that it would take significant
nodi fications to take a civilian 747 and upgrade it to Ar
Force One standards?

M. Meink: So Senator, any civilian aircraft wll

take significant nodifications to do so, and as | said,
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based on the Secretary's direction, we are postured and we
are off looking at that right now, what it is going to take
for that particular aircraft.

Senat or Duckworth: If President Trunp insists on
converting this plane to a hardened Air Force One before
2029, | worry about the pressures you nmay be under to cut
corners on operational security. | have already seen
concerning press reports that requirenents have been
| oosened for construction of two other Boeing 747-8s
I ntended to nodernize the Air Force One fleet, that
t axpayers have al ready been paying for to accelerate this
del i very.

Can | have your commtnent, M. Secretary, that you
will strongly advise the President against cutting any
corners or reducing any requirenents on operational
security standards for aircraft to be used as Air Force
One?

M. Meink: So Senator, | am unaware of any
requi renents. Now, | have only been on the job 2 days, but
| am unaware of any requirenent changes to the current
program And yes, as we lay out the plan we will make sure
that we do what is necessary to ensure security on the
aircraft.

Senator Duckworth: Do | have your conmtnent that you

wi || advise the President not to reduce any requirenents
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that will |ower operational security for any aircraft to be
used as Air Force One?

M. Meink: Senator, | wll be quite clear and di scuss
that with the Secretary, up to the President, if necessary,

if we feel there is any threats that we are unable to

addr ess.

Senator Duckworth: If the President insists on this
dangerous course of action, | urge you not to let this
distraction -- and it is a distraction -- divert resources

t hat woul d ot herw se support delivering the two aircraft

al ready under contract and paid for by Anerican taxpayers

I n a manner consistent with our critical security standards
to protect Air Force One from conprom se, disruption, or
attack.

Thank you. | yield back, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator. Senator
Schmtt.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, M. Chairman. | would
note, though, by the way, that Joe Bi den designated Qatar
as a maj or non-NATO ally, but here we are.

General Allvin, | want to ask you a couple of
guestions about sort of the changing on the battlefield,

t he use of drones, unmanned support. And there is a |lot of
conversation and di scussion about that being for fifth-gen

and si xth-gen platforns, F-47s, which we are very happy
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about in St. Louis.

WIlIl CCA be able to integrate, in your view, with sort
of 4.5-generation platforns |like the F-15EX? |Is that
sonet hi ng you cont enpl at e?

General Allvin: You used the right term W are
definitely contenplating, the threshold platformthat we
are | ooking for right nowto be able to have those two,
whi ch, by the way, we have two of themthat are prototyping
very strongly right now, to integrate with the F-35 and F-
22, and obviously it wll be sort of born to integrate with
the F-47. W will look at the integration challenges and
opportunities to go back with the 4.5th gen. But the nore
we can, the better, because the sooner we start our Air
Force on this human machi ne team ng piece, the better off
we are going to be as far as better cost exchange ratios as
wel | as better conbat capability.

Senator Schmtt: Dr. Meink, | wanted to ask you. W

have heard a bunch of tines, and | think it is pretty well
known, the role, the | egacy F-15E has played in recent
operations in the Red Sea. Still incredibly val uable.
Still very inportant. And there is a bal ancing act here,
right? The F-37 is the future, but we have these | egacy
pl at f or ns.

Wul d you agree, though, they still play a very, very

| nportant role?
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General Allvin: Yes, Senator. It has been
denonstrated tine and tine again that those platforns are
very effective and provide significant conbat capability.
Qobvi ously, there are areas where they are chall enged and
woul d not be the primary, but that does not nean they do
not provide operational capability in many cases.

Senator Schmtt: And | want to ask you sonething that
obvi ously plays into our national defense but sonmewhat
parochial. At Witeman Air Force Base, we have got the B-
2, we have got the B-21 obviously on its way. You have got
the A-10 that is being phased out, and that is com ng
pretty quickly now, that the F-15E could be a suitable
bri dge before you have a longer-termsolution like the F-
15EX as a followon mssion there. Dr. Mink?

M. Meink: Yeah. So, yes, | think that is one of the
| ocations that on the list conpeting for future fighter
W ngs. Yes, Senator.

Senator Schmtt: General Allvin, do you agree with
t hat ?

General Allvin: | would. | amreally in close
contact with the Lieutenant General John Healy, too, the
Air Force Service Commander, and | ooking at opportunities
for staying in the global strike comunity, the B-2, the B-
21, and how nmany we are going to buy of those, and is there

a better association there. But specifically to the A-10,

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

112

nore resources avail able, that is where we | ook at where we
m ght be able to place and offset the | oss of the A-10.
Those are all things that, nore Air Force, we mght be able
t o pursue.

Senator Schmtt: And | wanted to speak with you, and
we will have plenty of conversation, CGeneral Allvin, about
this, | think, down the road. But | was di sappoi nted that
the 139th Airlift Wng did not get the C130Js. St. Joe is
ready. They, ironically, do the training for others. Like
when the country of India cones in to train on the C 130Js
they do the training for the C 130Js but do not have the C
130Js.

| am not going to put you on the spot right now on
this, but we thought it was going to happen this go-around.
WIl you commt to working with me to nmake sure that that
actually, that we | and that plane?

General Allvin: Senator, 100 percent. Wat we do owe
you, we can provide to you, is an understandi ng of where
the areas were where it did not conpete well and where it
did conpete well. That is why we try and do with all of
t hese, when we go fromthe enterprise definition to the
candi date location to the preferred |location, to be able to
under stand what sonme of those discrimnators were and give
you a sense of, hey, if there is sonmething that m ght nake

this particular location nore conpetitive next tine around,
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this is where it mght be. | think we ow you that, and we
will certainly be happy to do that.

Senator Schmtt: Well, | look forward to doing that
agai n, because we took those comments to heart and | think
addressed those issues. But we will continue to work with
you. Thanks for your service. Thank you.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Schmtt. Senator
Banks.

Senat or Banks: Thank you, M. Chairman. | was not
going to ask about this, but General Allvin, the dunbing
down of the conversation about the Air Force One from Qatar
| think deserves sone nore attention. Can you tal k about
whether it is a donmestically made aircraft or an aircraft
that is gifted to us from Qatar, wherever the aircraft
m ght cone from there would be nmajor security protocols
bef ore the commander in chief would fly on the airplane.
Isn't that correct?

General Allvin: Yes, Senator, that is correct. And |
think, if it is possible, because any tinme we are talking
about things having to do with the security of the
commander in chief, we can do that at the cl osed session.
There are nmany nore things --

Senator Banks: | totally understand. But the public
deserves to know that major security protocols would

happen, no natter where the plane cones from
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General Allvin: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Banks: Right. And the public can be assured
of that being the case because the United States Air Force
s not going to allow the President of the United States to
fly on a plane that is not secure.

General Allvin: Yes, Senator. W will conply with
the requirenents for his security and all those that are
given to us by the Wite House.

Senat or Banks: Yeah, thank you. M. Secretary, we
have tal ked about this before, but can you tal k about just
how i nportant the Air National Guard and the Air Force
Reserves are to you and this Adm nistration and what kind
of goals we have over the next 4 years to strengthen those
| nportant institutions mght be?

M. Meink: Yeah, | would be happy to. | just want to
make sure that this airplane, the one that we are tal king
about here, was actually donestically produced.

Senat or Banks: Under st ood.

M. Meink: Just like the current platforns are.

Wth respect to the Air National Guard and the

Reserves, yeah, | actually was in the Reserves so | have a
| ong history of working in that environment. | think it is
critical across board. | think we have already had a

nunber of di scussions where additional aircraft are being

nmoderni zed within the Guard and Reserve force or new
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So yeah, it has always been and will continue to be a key
part of the Departnment of the Air Force's strength and
conbat capability.

As you know, fromthe Space Force perspective, there
Is alot of transition going on. Ceneral Saltzman can
maybe talk to that a little bit.

General Saltzman: Yeah. [In accordance with the NDAA
the transfer of the space capabilities of the Air National
Guard flow into the Space Force, and we are working on al
t he pl anni ng because those capabilities are critical. The
work that is being done both in the Air Force Reserve and
the Air National Guard for space is critical.

Senat or Banks: Yeah, | appreciate that. Last nonth,
as you know, the President cane to the M dwest and he spoke
at Selfridge Air National Guard Base, as Senator Slotkin
alluded to a nonent ago. And he said, quote, "The previous
adm nistration was wlling to surrender Air National Guard
fighter units across the country by retiring aircraft that
were not being replaced. But under the Trunp
adm nistration we are correcting that in justice."

M. Secretary, can you tal k about the President's
direction on the need to invest nore in these Air National
Guard fighter units, which is inportant to ne whether it is

M chigan or |Indiana or across the country. Can you talk
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M. Meink: Yeah. | nmean, | think that and nmany of
the other President's comments kind of reiterate his
perspective on the inportance of bringing nore air conbat
power into the service, and as General Allvin has been
championing. So | think as we bring nore of that conbat
capability in as we build out nore aircraft, both in the
active duty units but also in the Reserve units and Guard
units, that that will be critical to get those platforns
Into those | ocati ons.

Senat or Banks: And General Allvin, as we see this
I nvestment and the focus by this Adm nistration, what
should Air Guard units around the country be doing at the
nonment to prepare for this future? Even though there m ght
be a transition to F-15s in Mchigan or F-16s in |ndiana,
what does an Air National Guard Base need to do now to
prepare for F-35s, F-47s down the road?

General Allvin: Senator, | say the short answer to

that is really what they have been doing, which is ensuring

that they naintain the quality of their aircrew, the

quality of the maintenance, the quality of the support that

has made them an integral part of our ability to deploy and

fight overseas for the |ast quarter century and before.
So | think the Air National Guard, and, of course,

working as a total force because we are a total force,
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continuing to integrate into our deploynent schene. The
Air National Guard is integrating into our new Depl oyabl e
Conbat Wng schene. So they are nuch like the Air Force
Reserves. They are transformng right along with the rest
of the Air Force. And as we do that, then we are able to
have a nore bal anced and even approach to noderni zi ng our
Air Force. | think they are doing all the right things.

Senat or Banks: | appreciate that very nuch. | yield
back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator. This concl udes
what | would say has been a very infornative open portion
of today's hearing. | want to thank our w tnesses for
their testinmony. Menbers' questions for the record wll be
due to the Committee within 2 business days of the
concl usi on of the hearing.

W will commence the closed portion of this hearing in
Senator Security at 12:25.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:56 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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