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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF: MR RICHARD L. ANDERSON TO

BE ASS|I STANT SECRETARY OF THE Al R FORCE FOR MANPOWER AND

RESERVE AFFAIRS; MR- ADAM R TELLE TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY

OF THE ARW FOR ClVIL WORKS; AND DR MATTHEW C. NAPQLI

TO BE

DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR FOR DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPROLI FERATI ON

NATI ONAL NUCLEAR SECURI TY ADM NI STRATI ON

Tuesday, May 13, 2025

U S. Senate

Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:50 a.m in

Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Buil ding,

W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present:
[ presiding], Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan,

Craner, Scott, Tuberville, Miullin, Budd, Schmtt,

Sheehy, Reed, Shaheen, G II|ibrand, Bl unenthal,

Rosen, and Kel ly.

Al so present:

TP.One

Court Reporting

Senat or Hagerty.

Scheduling@TP.One
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Hon.

Senat ors W cker

Kai ne,

Roger

Banks,

Ki ng,
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER F. W CKER, U. S.
SENATOR FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chairman Wcker: This hearing will cone to order.
Thank you all for being here. | welconme our nom nees and
their famlies and | want to express ny gratitude for their
willingness to serve our nation. The United States is up
agai nst very dangerous threat environnment. |'mgrateful to
see these nom nees stepping up to serve.

M. Richard Anderson has been nom nated for the
position of Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for
Manpower and Reserve Affairs. In this role, he will be
responsi bl e for overseeing the devel opnent and
I npl enentation of policies related to the Air Force's,
recruiting, retention, talent nmanagenent, and readi ness.
Thi s includes ensuring that both active duty and reserve
personnel are effectively managed. It includes supporting
the training and career progression of A r Force nenbers.
The Air Force has seen inprovenents in recruitnent and
retention rates, and M. Anderson nust sustain and build on
this positive nomentum

M. Anderson is a retired Air Force Colonel. He brings
val uabl e firsthand experience to this position. | |ook
forward to hearing his vision for strengthening the services
wor kf orce and enhancing its ability to nmeet future

chal | enges.
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M. Matthew Napoli has been nom nated to be Deputy
Adm ni strator for Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation with the
Nati onal Nucl ear Security Admnistration. |In this position,
Dr. Napoli w Il support the NNSA adm nistrator as they both
work to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons
t echnol ogi es and to reduce the gl obal threat of nuclear and
radi ol ogical terrorism He wll have a | ot of work to do.
The danger from nucl ear weapons is grow ng nore conpl ex by
t he day.

Over the past several years, we've watched as Russia,
China, and North Korea have rapidly expanded their nucl ear
arsenal s and devel oped new types of weapons, weapons for
which we are not fully prepared. Iran nay now be just weeks
away fromachieving its goal. | applaud President Trunp's
recent comments and his current efforts. He's made it clear
that the Ayatollah's nucl ear weapons program nust be totally
di smant | ed.

As we work to nodernize our own deterrent and expand
our defenses, we nust keep focus in the right place. The
real objective is to reduce nucl ear dangers by whatever
nmeans avail able. Wen we prevent those who would do us harm
from accessi ng nuclear material and technol ogy, we are
protecting Anerica and Anmericans, and we protect Anericans
by defeating those threats once they becone a reality.

| ook forward to hearing how Dr. Napoli will help NNSA reduce

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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t he amount of nucl ear dangerous array agai nst our country.

One small note on this topic. Sone of our key allies
have begun to question the reliability of U S. extended
deterrence. They need not do this. Both the President and
the United States Congress have been cl ear about our
continuing resolve to use the full range of capabilities to
meet our alliance commtnents. Dr. Napoli would do well to
make that clear today.

M. Adam Tell e has been nom nated to be the Assistant
Secretary of the Arny for Cvil Wrks. M. Telle is a
graduate of M ssissippi State University and a veteran of
Capitol HIl. He currently works as Senator Hagerty's chi ef
of staff, and he once served as Senator Cochran's
| egi slative director. |If confirnmed, M. Telle would be the
principal civilian advisor to the Secretary of the Arny on
all matters related to the Cvil Wrks program

This includes providing policy direction and
supervision for all Departnment of the Arnmy functions
relating to the civil works of the United States Arny Corps
of Engineers. A significant part of those civil works
i nvol ves the conservation and devel opnent of natural water
resources, including flood and coastal stormrisk
managenent, river and harbor navigation, environnental
restoration and protection, and the nanagenent of water

supply and hydroel ectric power resources.
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| ook forward to hearing how M. Telle plans to
bal ance the conpl ex demands of these |ocal and regi ona

projects that communities across the nation depend on. Wth

that, | turn to ny friend and col | eague, Ranki ng Menber
Reed.
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND
Senator Reed: Well, thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman.

Gent | enen, congratul ati ons on your nom nation and wel cone to

you and particularly to your famlies because they will be
serving with you. |1'd also like to wel conme Senator Hagerty
who w Il introduce M. Telle. Senator, good to see you.

M. Anderson, you have been nom nated to be assi stant
secretary of the Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Affairs.
You are well qualified for this position, having served a
| ong career as an Air Force officer, including tours in the
Pentagon. If confirnmed, you'll face considerabl e chall enges
overseeing all mlitary and civilian personnel within the
Departnent of the Air Force, including the Space Force.

In particular, you'll need to nanage the inpact from
the adm nistration's purge of senior mlitary officers and
defense civilians throughout the Departnment of the Ar
Force. The workforce has been shaken by several nonths of
chaos at the Pentagon and especially in light of the
i ndiscrimnate |ayoffs and an inpendi ng ei ght percent cut to
the entire departnent.

Just | ast week, Secretary Hegseth issued gui dance to
reduce 10 percent of all general and flag officers in the

US mlitary, including 20 percent of four-star generals

and flag officers. M. Anderson, I'd like to know how you
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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woul d plan to oversee such reductions while mnim zing the
| npact on readi ness and ensuring all airnmen, guardians, and
Air Force civilians are treated with the respect they've
ear ned.

M. Telle, you have been nom nated to be the assistant
secretary of the Arny for Cvil Wrks. You bring experience
as a senate staff nenber and forner |egislative advisor in
the first Trunp adm nistration to this role. |[|f confirned,
you' Il be responsible for overseeing the civil functions of
the Army to include the Arny Corps of Engineers and various
mlitary ceneteries. This commttee has | ong been concerned
wth the slowrate of arnmy construction projects and the
Arnmy nust find new ways to streanline and conpress its
tinmelines. | would ask you to share how you woul d i nprove
t hese processes.

Additionally, catastrophic natural disasters continue
to be one of the nost dangerous threats to our nationa
security infrastructure. Gven the increasing inportance of
environnmental resiliency, | would |ike to know your plans
for incorporating extrenme weather projections in the
pl anni ng and design of Cvil Wrks projects.

Dr. Napoli, you have been nom nated to be Deputy
Adm ni strator of the Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation at the
Nati onal Nucl ear Security Adm nistration or NNSA. You are

well qualified for this role as a fornmer U S. Navy nucl ear
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of ficer with consi derabl e experience and schooling in

nucl ear technol ogies and international relations. |If
confirnmed, you'll be responsible for |eading nuclear
nonproliferation efforts across a broad portfolio that

I ncl udes supporting the verification of current and future
arms control treaties, securing | oose nuclear materi al
around the world, and safeguarding the sale of U S. nucl ear
t echnol ogi es over seas.

On the international stage, you'll be charged with
supporting the U S. inter-agency for any future negotiations
with Iran with respect to its nuclear capability, |eading
technical efforts for any foll ow on nucl ear weapons
agreenents with Russia after the new start, which wll
expire very shortly, and coordinating efforts to verify and
secure North Korea's nuclear capabilities if a freeze is
reached. These are conplex challenges. | would ask that
you di scuss how you woul d address them

I want to thank again, the nom nees for their
willingness to serve and | | ook forward to testinonies.
Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, Senator Reed.

Senator Hagerty, | understand you have a strong opinion
about one of these nom nees and that you'll be introducing
M. Telle this norning. | nowturn to you, thanking you for

bei ng here with us today.

T P O ne Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF SENATOR HAGERTY, A U.S. SENATOR FROM THE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

Senat or Hagerty: That's correct, M. Chairman. | want
to thank you and Ranki ng Menber Reed for having this neeting
today. And before | begin ny remarks, 1'd just like to
actually address the staff that's sitting behind you.

Adam Tel | e has been serving for 20 years here. He's
| ed a distinguished career here in the Senate and he's
novi ng on to do sonething even greater. And | hope that al
of you will take Adam s presence here today as a point of
inspiration. | know you work your hearts out every day,
over the weekends, late at night, but know that you're
maki ng a difference and that you'll be in a position to make
even nore of a difference. So thanks to all of you.

Now I'd like to turn to ny good friend Adam Tel | e.
|'ve been privileged to know himfor a nunber of years.
Adamis President Trunp's nom nee to be the Assistant
Secretary of the Arny for Cvil Wrks. As you all know, the
Assi stant Secretary of the Arny for Gvil Wrks has a range
of inportant responsibilities, including oversight of the
Arny Corps of Engineers.

The Corps and its 26,000 civilian and mlitary
personnel play a vital role for the United States, not just
for the Departnent of Defense, but also for the safety,

security and prosperity of the many Anericans who benefit
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fromthe ports, the waterways, and the flood control
I nfrastructure that's naintained by the corps across our
nati on.

When you consi der Adam s background and expertise, it's
no surprise why President Trunp picked himfor this key
position. As a native of Northport, Al abama, and magna cum
| aude graduate in conmputer science and comruni cation from
M ssi ssippi State University's Bagley College of
Engi neering. Adam hails fromsone of the very states that
depend greatly on the critical civil works that he's now
called to |ead.

| ndeed, Adam knows firsthand how the work of the Arny
Corps of Engineers wll inpact the lives of people in the
United States and around the world. Moreover, Adamis a
true patriot and has served in the U S. governnent
faithfully and with great distinction for the past 20 years.

Adam began his senate career in the office of Senator
Ri chard Shel by in 2005. Starting in 2000, he worked for the
next 10 years in the office of the |late Senator Thad Cochran
of M ssissippi and rose through the ranks to becone deputy
chief of staff and |egislative director. Adamthen worked
as the chief staff nenber on the Senate Appropriation
Commttee's Honel and Security subcommttee. There he served
under the chairmanship of Senator Thad Cochran, Richard

Shel by, and John Booznan, as well as Shelley More Capito.
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In this role, Adam served as the point person in the
Senate for an organi zation conprised of nearly 20 agenci es,
260, 000 personnel, and an annual budget of approxi mately $70
billion. From 2019 to 2021, Adamled the senate team at the
White House's Ofice of Legislative Affairs, a position that
i ncl uded managi ng all national security and appropriations
matters. O note, Adam played a critical role in helping to
concl ude and i nplenment President Trunp's historic Abraham
Accords that brought peace and prosperity to Israel and to
four Arab nations.

He al so played an outsized role in working with the
Armed Services Committee on the establishnment of the Space
Force, which is the first new branch of the mlitary to be
authorized in nore than 70 years. Adamis now ny chief of
staff where each and every day | rely upon his expertise,
hi s experience, and his judgnent. 1've seen Adam bring
peopl e together to solve problens. He's nentored and grown
nmy staff and he's provided thoughtful and effective
| eadership and strategic direction on sone of the toughest
probl ens that face our nation.

In short, Adamis just the |l eader that our nation needs
In the Pentagon. His native roots, his work ethic, and his
intelligence make himnore than qualified. The kindness,
mentoring, and heart that denonstrates with his teans w |l

make himan inspirational |eader of this critica
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| urge this commttee to nove quickly in consideration

of Adam Telle's nom nati on and pl ease confirm himas quickly

as possi bl e.

TP.One
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Hagerty. And we

woul d wel cone you here for the entire hearing, but | know
you have a very full schedule this norning, so thank you
very, very nuch for your testinony.

Senator Hagerty: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: W will now begin with opening

statenments. M. Telle, your opening statenent is first.

13
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STATEMENT OF MR- ADAM R. TELLE, NOM NATED TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY COF THE ARWMY FOR Cl VIL WORKS

M. Telle: Thank you, Chairman W cker, Ranking Menber
Reed, menbers of the conmmttee, and the staff of the Arned
Services Commttee. It is an honor to have been nom nated
by President Trunp to serve as the 14th Assistant Secretary
of the Arny for Cvil Wrks.

| want to begin by thanking President Trunp, who | was
honored to serve during his first admnistration. 1In
addition, | would like to thank Secretary Hegseth, Secretary
Driscoll, ny famly, ny wife, Shelby, my two beautiful
children who are here, ny nother Rita, and ny father
Wi t ney.

I would also like to thank the U. S. Senators with whom
|"ve worked the closest over the |ast 20 years, including
Chai rman Wcker, the Chai rman of the Environnent and Public
Wrks Commttee, Chairman Capito, Senator John Boozman,
Senator Richard Shel by, Senator Thad Cochran, and finally
Senator Bill Hagerty, whom|'ve had the privilege to serve
over the | ast four years. Senator Hagerty, you've given ne
i ncredi bl e perspective during our tine together and I'm so
fortunate to have had a front row seat as you brought that
sane fresh perspective to the Senate. Thank you.

In 1802, as President Thomas Jefferson was

contenpl ati ng how to expand our nation westward, he keenly
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under st ood that our waterways would be key. To harness the
power of these waterways, he turned to the U S. Mlitary
Acadeny at West Point, which was producing Anerica's best
engi neers. W would no |onger rely on European engi neers
and the original navigation mssion of the Arny Corps of
Engi neers was born.

The Anmerica we know today, stretching fromsea to
shining sea is a result of the work of the corps. And over
ti me Congress has given the Corps additional m ssions,
primarily flood control and the preservation of natura
resources. These nmissions are also inportant to our current
Presi dent .

Sone of ny earliest nenories as a young child or of
riding wth ny father, himpointing out the wi ndow as we
were crossing some of our nation's waterways, the Bl ack
Warrior River, the Tennessee- Tonbi gbee Waterway, the
M ssissippi River. He was always teaching and he would turn
my attention to the little tugboats, pushing the big barges
brimm ng wth natural resources, opening access fromthe
small comunities in our neck of the woods to the rest of
the country and the worl d.

20 years later, | noved to Washi ngton because |
believed that | could nake a difference, helping to
represent the views and interests of the Anericans | grew up

with, who often felt ignored by inportant people in
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Washi ngton. On August 29th, 2005, exactly one nonth into ny
time working in the Senate, Hurricane Katrina nade |andfall.
This was the nost devastating natural disaster in Anerican
history. | stayed up all night that night, didn't go to

sl eep wat ching Katrina cone ashore, a 28-foot storm surge,
1800 Anerican lives |lost, and hundreds of billions of
dollars in damage.

Pretty soon, Senator Thad Cochran asked ne to run point
on M ssissippi's recovery fromHurricane Katrina. M years
of experience securing resources and untangling bureaucratic
nesses in the wake of Katrina prepared ne for ny role as a
top honel and security staffer on the Senate Appropriations
Commttee, where | was give also given the top role advising
al | Senate Republicans on di saster response and recovery.

These formative experiences as a child and as a young
prof essi onal are enbl ematic of why nmy personal background
and passion nmatch the depth and breadth of the Corps of
Engi neers Cvil Wrks mssion. Enabling commerce,
mtigating floods, responding to disasters, nost recently by
removi ng debris in areas damaged by Hurricane Hel ene and the
Los Angel es w | dfires.

Few gover nnent agencies m ssions capture the interests
of the American citizens, |andowners, communities, states,
job creators, and their representatives here in Washi ngton

quite like this one. These are real mssions with rea
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outcomes that matter deeply to Anericans in places that are
very far from Washi ngton deci sion nmakers often. |If
confirnmed, | intend to aggressively tackle the critica

I ssues that confront the Corps.

As it relates to permitting, we're at a nonent in
hi story where Anericans of all viewpoints crave certainty
fromtheir federal governnent about whether or not the rules
apply to them W nust act with haste, transparency, and
clarity to give themregulatory certainty w thout delay.
Navi gati on was the original mssion of the Corps. Today,
mai nt enance and construction of our coastal ports and inland
wat erways wi Il help define how conpetitive and resilient we
are in the 21st century.

Fl ood control. W nust work together to maintain the
i nvestments that you have nade and conpl ete new projects as
soon as humanly feasible to mtigate floods before they
happen and fight them when we nust.

Coordi nation. Issues related to water are spread
across federal entities and authorities perhaps |Iike no
other. Getting it right for the American public wl|
requi re an outsized focus on coordination anong the dozens
of entities across the governnent that deal wth water. |If
confirmed, | will devote significant attention to
col | aborati on and coordi nati on across these partner

agenci es.
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And when it conmes to being a nmenber of the broader arny
team arny engineers are delivering on President Trunp's
vi sion of peace through strength every day. As a nation, we
are fortunate to have an organization that is at the ready
to support civil and national security m ssions across the
gl obe at a nonment's notice. And we are also fortunate that
during peace tine, the sane cadre of professionals is spread
out in communities across Anerica, hel ping nmake us safer,
nore conpetitive, and prouder as a nation.

Again, |'mhonored to be before you. |If | have the
honor of being confirnmed by the Senate, | commt to be
responsive to our nation's politically accountabl e | eaders,
the President, the nenbers of this conmttee, and the
menbers of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
Thank you, M. Chairman, Ranking Menber Reed. | 1oo0k
forward to answering your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Telle foll ows:]

[ COMM TTEE | NSERT]
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Ander son.

TP.One

Court Reporting

Thank you, M. Telle.

Scheduling@TP.One
www.TP.One

Col onel

19

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

STATEMENT OF MR. RI CHARD L. ANDERSON NOM NATED TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY COF THE Al R FORCE FOR MANPOAER AND
RESERVE AFFAI RS

Col onel Anderson: Good norning, Chairman W cker,
Ranki ng Menber Reed, and di stingui shed nenbers of this
comrittee. Thank you for the opportunity to appear before
you today as the nom nee to be Assistant Secretary of the
Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Affairs. | especially
t hank President Trunp for nomnating ne to you for
consi derati on.

Most of ny adult life has been spent in the cloth of
the country and to find nyself before you today is sonething
that | never expected to happen when | hung up ny uniform
for the final tinme 16 years ago. |'mjoined today by ny
wife Ruth, a retired Air Force career nurse and senior
medi cal conmmander. Qur story is alnost identical to the one
you heard earlier fromDr. Meink in his opening statenent
when he acknow edged his wife, also a retired Air Force
nur se.

Li ke the Meinks, the Andersons got off to a rocky
start, shall we say, with a disagreenment when we net during
nmy visit to an Air Force hospital energency room sone 40
years ago. Ruth was ny nurse that night and you probably
can figure out the rest of that story. And like Ms. Mink,

the future Ms. Anderson thought nme to be, in the words of
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Dr. Meink, somewhat of a nerd. Ruth and | cel ebrated our
39t h weddi ng anni versary just days ago, and we count our
greatest achievenent to be the great kids that we raised
toget her and a herd of world class grandchildren, two of
whom are here today, Felix, age 10, Jasper, age 9, whose
four siblings are watching at honme today.

| began ny Air Force career in 1979 after graduating
fromVirginia Tech and its Corps of cadets. | spent the
first half of nmy mlitary career in the intercontinental
ballistic mssile career field focused on the strategic
defense of the country. | spent the second half of ny
career in the Air Force international affairs career field
focused on building durable relationships with the 43 Air
forces in countries throughout Asia and the Pacific.

So, in total | spent 30 years in uniform retiring from
active duty in 2009 after eight years at the Pentagon on the
air staff and at OSD. After the Air Force, | spent the
better part of a decade representing Prince WIIliam County
Virginia in the Virginia General Assenbly, chairing the
Joint House Senate MIlitary and Veterans Caucus, and
touching every piece of legislation that passed through our
body affecting 800,000 Virginia veterans.

So, throughout ny life, ny focus has been on peopl e,
and in that spirit, | relish this opportunity, if confirned

by this conmttee, for a position of trust to lead the Air
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Force organi zation that focuses exclusively on the great
ai rmen and guardi ans who serve our nation. And if
confirnmed, | pledge to you that people will continue to be
the central focus of ny every waki ng hour.

| strongly feel that we nust fly the flight plan that's
been articulated by Air Force Chief of Staff, Dave Allvin
and Chi ef of Space Qperations Chance Saltzman for nore air
force, nore space force. W nust invest in a 21st century
weapon systens that deter aggression and if failing that, we
need to be able to fly, fight, and win the nation's wars.
And so, as Anerica field s new weapon systens, the new
generation of Anmerican warriors will be needed to operate
these platforns to ensure force readi ness, and that's where
| wish to be should I be fortunate enough to be confirned as
an assistant secretary of the Air Force.

Thank you for the privilege of appearing before you
today. Should | be confirmed, | |look forward to working
Wi th you individually and collectively in ensuring that
Anerica's airnmen and guardians are fully ready to provide
for the comon defense of the nation. Thank you.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Anderson follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Col onel Anderson. It

seens that the future Ms. Anderson | earned early on how

you' ve dealt with adversity and your tolerance for pain. |Is
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that correct?
Col onel Anderson:

Chai rman W cker:

| would say so, Senator.

23

Interesting story there. Thank you

very much for your testinony. And now, Dr. Napoli

recogni zed.
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STATEMENT OF DR. MATTHEW C. NAPOLI NOM NATED TO BE
DEPUTY ADM NI STRATOR FOR DEFENSE NUCLEAR NONPRCLI FERATI ON
NATI ONAL NUCLEAR SECURI TY ADM NI STRATI ON

Dr. Napoli: Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed,
menbers of the esteenmed conmittee, | respectfully appear
bef ore you today seeking your confirmation for ny service as
Deputy Adm nistrator for Defense Nucl ear Nonproliferation
within the National Nuclear Security Adm nistration,

Depart nent of Energy.

Before | begin, | would like to thank President Trunp
and Secretary of Energy, Chris Wight, for their trust and
confidence. | would Iike to recognize ny famly in
attendance today. M wife, Nicole, who is the foundation of
our famly, our two daughters, Eleanor, an avid conpetitive
fencer, and Abigail, our all-star softball player. M
not her, Shirley Napoli, and ny brother Dr. Mark Napoli are
here from Loui siana. My brother M ke Napoli here from
California, and ny sister soon to be Dr. Mary Napoli is
wat chi ng from Loui si ana.

| al so have several famlies, friends, and col | eagues
here to support ne as well. | was born and raised in a
relatively small town in north Louisiana. M father, a
| ocal pharmaci st and navy veteran who is watching from
above, taught me and ny whole famly the inportance of

community and the inportance of service to this great

24
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nation. | spent my entire adult |ife serving this nation
through ny mlitary and federal service.

My educati onal background, including engi neering
degrees from Loui si ana Tech University and the Naval
Post graduat e School, a doctorate in public policy and
adm ni stration, concentrating in science and technol ogy
policy fromthe George Washi ngton University, a fellowship
i n national security fromthe Massachusetts Institute of
Technol ogy, and ny lifetine nmenbership on the Council on
Forei gn Rel ati ons, have given nme the foundation for a career
spent bridging the gap between policy and the technical
fields of engineering and science.

My mlitary and federal civilian career spanning 20
years has been dedicated to an elite engineering
organi zation, the U S. Naval Nucl ear Propul sion Program
al so known to this commttee as Naval Reactors, a joint
Departnment of Navy, Departnent of Energy organization.
Naval Reactors has afforded our navy with an unnat ched
asymmetric advantage in naval warfare.

Thi s advantage has nmanifested in the nucl ear-powered
fast attack submarine, the ocean's apex predator, the
ballistic mssile nuclear powered subnmarine, the backbone of
Anmerican strategic deterrence and the nucl ear-powered

aircraft carrier, 100,000 tons of U S. sovereign territory

anywhere in the oceans at any tine. |'mproud to have
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served on this team

During ny tenure at Naval Reactors, | achieved a broad
range of experience in the defense applications of nuclear
energy, starting as a design engineer for the Ford-class
aircraft carriers, propulsion plants, and transitioning to
the lead for foreign policy, inter-agency policy, and public
affairs. | managed and expanded port access for the
nucl ear-powered fleet to over 150 ports and over 50
countries, and was personally involved in the training of
al | nucl ear-powered submarine and aircraft carrier
commandi ng of ficers on foreign policy matters as they cane
t hrough Naval Reactors for qualification.

| oversaw partnerships with sone of our closest allies,
i ncluding the United Kingdomthrough our nutual defense
agreenent, the governnment of Japan hosting the only Ford
depl oyed nucl ear powered aircraft carrier to Yokosuka, and
Australia, in the design and execution of our newest defense
cooperati on agreenent.

| led strategic and energency communi cations for an
enterprise totaling 100,000 strong, including nuclear
trai ned sailors, shipyard workers, procurenent specialists,
school house instructors, and Departnent of Energy | aboratory
scientists and engineers. | also served as a | ead
spokesperson for the enterprise.

' m now seeki ng your confirmation to becone the deputy
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adm ni strator for Defense Nucl ear Nonproliferation within
the National Nuclear Security Adm nistration. The
responsibilities of the nonproliferation team are profound.
An exqui site team of scientists, engineers, analysts,

| aboratory researchers, and technicians, first responders
and many others work arduously to one, prevent the spread of
nucl ear weapons and associ ated nucl ear technol ogies, and to
conbat the existential threat to our national security that
t hese weapons pose.

Two, coordinate these activities with partners and
allies, including the International Atom c Energy Agency to
deter state and non-state actors from acquiring nuclear and
radi ol ogi cal weapons. And three, stand ready to respond in
the event of nuclear or radiol ogi cal weapons usage.

Qur nation faces i medi ate conpl ex challenges in the
area of nuclear nonproliferation. |If confirmed, |I'mready
to take upon these responsibilities with the utnost urgency.
Thank you.

[ The prepared statenment of Dr. Napoli follows:]

[ COW TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman Wcker: N cely done. And thank you for
staying wwthin the time limtation. W now have standard
questions that we ask our civilian nom nees and | just need
a verbal yes or no fromeach of you sinultaneously.

Have you adhered to applicable | aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

[AIl witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outcone of the
confirmati on process?

[AIl witnesses answered in the negative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Exercising our |legislative and
oversight responsibilities makes it inportant that this
committee, its subcommttees, and other appropriate
comrittees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree if confirned, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

[All wtnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic comunications in a tinmely manner

when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or

ot her appropriate commttees of Congress and to consult with

a requester regarding the basis for any good faith delay or

denial in providing such records?

28
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[AIl witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: WII you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other information,
including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

[AIl witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

[AIl witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: WII those wtnesses and briefings be
protected from appraisal for their testinony and briefings?

[All wtnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chairman Wcker: And that concl udes our standard
guestions. And it's nowtine for us to begin the five-
m nute rounds and | hope nenbers wll be as observant of the

five-mnute tine |imt as our distinguished nonm nees are.

First of all, a quick yes or no fromall of you. Mich
of the funding in the defense reconciliation bill is
unspeci fic because of our rules and will technically be at

the discretion of the Departnent of Defense, though we wll
write recommendations for them A quick yes or no, do you
commit to follow the Congress's spending recomendations in

def ense reconciliation unequivocal ly?
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[AIl witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chairman Wcker: Yes, fromall three. Let ne begin
wi th you, Colonel Anderson. There's an Air Force pil ot
shortage. How big of a challenge is that? Wat are the
reasons for it? Does that include the fact that civilian
pilots for the airlines are getting higher pay, better nore
regul ar schedules, and nore tine at honme? And what can we
and the Congress and you and the adm ni strati on do about
this?

Col onel Anderson: Thank you, Senator. | hung up the
uniforma full 16 years ago, and we were tal king about pil ot
shortages then, as we have been tal ki ng about a nunber of
ot her issues. And so, the Air Force has enbarked on
attenpting to address this in a very vigorous way. They
have i npl enented, based on ny rating, a $50,000 bonus. But
nonetary conpensation is not the only incentive that keeps
our pilots in the cockpit.

It is such things as the quality of their service to
have chal l enges, to be able to step up and exercise their
| eadership skills, to do any nunber of things.

Chai rman Wcker: Well, how can we inprove on that
t hough, sir?

Col onel Anderson: Well, one of the things, Senator,
that | just read about in Air and Space Forces Magazi ne

which | was unfamliar with, the Air Education and Trai ning
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Command, has just begun a new initiative this year where the
AETC Conmander is going to begin a pilot program no pun

I ntended, to test out Initial Pilot Training, |PT, which
will be done at civilian flying schools, and then to feed
those graduates into traditional undergraduate pil ot
training.

Based on the reading in that article, it can be done at
a wash without requiring additional financial resources.

And they believe that they can generate an additional 1,500
pilots a year.

Chairman Wcker: | PT before UPT.

Col onel Anderson: That is correct.

Chai rman Wcker: W could visit the entire five
mnutes and the entire tinme of the hearing on that. Let ne
turn to you, Dr. Napoli. O course, we know where the
President is right now, and we know there are di scussions
about the Iranian nuclear program And we're also very
aware of the verification chall enges under the defunct JCPA.

In your view, what steps should we consider in
verifying possible future agreenents with Iran, and do you
think there's any point in even trying that?

Dr. Napoli: Thank you, Senator Wcker. | appreciate
the question. The conplexity and seriousness of the Iranian
nucl ear issue is obviously very recognized. At this tine,

I"'mnot privy to U.S. governnent or detailed matters

31
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regardi ng our nation's discussions with the governnment of
Iran. However, if confirnmed, I will commt to working with
the State Departnent diplomatically, the Departnent of

Def ense, the adm nistration, and the broader Departnent of
Energy to ensure that the O fice of Defense Nuclear
Nonproliferation can bring the tools and expertise needed to
address the Iranian nucl ear issue.

Chai rman Wcker: But you know, from open sources, from
the news nedia that that verification was difficult under
t he JCPA?

Dr. Napoli: Yes, Senator. | fully support the I|IEA
efforts for a conprehensive saf eguards agreenent and the
broader goals of an additional protocol. Verification is
the heart of nonproliferation, and I think we should al
strive to neet those broader nonproliferation norns.

Chairman Wcker: M. Telle, how are we going to nove
past some of the burdensone bureaucratic delays that have
frustrated all of us on both sides of the dais?

M. Telle: Thank you, Chairman Wcker for the
guestion. The Suprene Court rendered an opinion in 2023
call ed the Sackett Decision. This decision provided clarity
to the question about the regulatory regine related to
wet | ands and navi gabl e waterways. It's my understandi ng
that the Environnmental Protection Agency in coordination

with the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers is currently worKking
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to provide additional clarity about the inpacts of that
decision. And the goal would be to provide clarity to

st akehol ders across the country so that they understand
where the regulatory regine of the federal governnent stops
and starts.

Wth regard to the various flood control and navigation
projects across the country, the Congress is of course, very
interested in these projects and has been very involved in
directing the executive branch to execute them It's
i ncunbent upon the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers and the
Assi stant Secretary of the Arny for Gvil Wrks to provide
transparency and clarity to the Congress, to the public
about the progress of those projects, what may be inpedi ng
t hem

In sone cases, it may be that the project's authorized,
but the funds haven't been appropriated. It may be that a
| ocal, non-federal entity has paperwork that it still needs
to conplete, or it may be another agency's regine that is a
barrier to progress on these projects, but.

Chairman Wcker: It mght very well be, yes. Thank
you, M. Telle.

M. Telle: Thank you, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Reed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairmn, and

t hank you gentlenmen for your testinony. M. Anderson
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recruiting has always been a chal |l enge, and the chairnman
referred to it. There's been a vast increase in resources.
It appears to be com ng up. W' ve seen progress that was
nmeasur abl e by 2024, but to declare victory would be a

prof ound m stake. |Is there one thing that you woul d
enphasi ze in the recruiting process to accelerate it or to
maintain it?

Col onel Anderson: Well, thank you, Senator Reed.
believe the Air Force is on a correct trajectory, as we have
seen. They are on a glide path nowto conpleting recruiting
goals this year. | read an article the other day that as of
May 1st, that the Air Force had al ready conpleted 75 percent
of its recruiting goals. And Space Force, of course,
hi storically, has been very effective at doing that.

Qur job is to nunber one, go to where individuals are
that we can attract into this exciting career in the service
of our Air Force and our Space Force. Another thing, and
this is purely sonething that | have thought about, and that
Is that our recruiting force, the nen and wonen who
interface with young people in America to bring theminto
the uniformof the country, they are in a special duty
assignnent, not in a career field as defined by an Air Force
specialty code. Perhaps we need to grow a career field so
that we put experts in the field.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, Col onel Anderson.
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Dr. Napoli, one of the problens that |I'm beginning to
observe, and this also applies to all the services, is that
these offers to senior people to retire could have a
devastating effect on our technical civilians with
civilians. One of themis the Naval Undersea NUWC Center in
Newport, but the NNSA, the Departnent of the Air Force has
many centers of excellence in technology. And frankly, it's
nmy understanding that it's usually the people that are the
best that |ead, because they have trenendous opportunities
out si de.

So, would you be very conscious of that attrition in
our | aboratories by very skilled engi neers?

Dr. Napoli: Senator, thank you for this inportant
guestion. Admral Hyman Rickover is the father of the
nucl ear navy. He was once quoted as sayi ng, "People, not
organi zations, get things done."™ This is a core value at
Naval Reactors that have served for the past 20 years. And
if confirnmed, 1'll continue to anplify that throughout the
Nat i onal Nucl ear Security Adm nistration.

Senator Reed: Well, thank you. The other issue too is
that we have to confront is the norale issue at NNSA. | was
approached by a woman in the airport several nonths ago who
said five days ago, she got fired because she was
probationary, and then she had a call |ast night to get back

as fast as possible because they couldn't assure the

35
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security of these weapons and al so their operational
capabilities without her com ng back so that she'd be part
of the team and |'msure that's still reverberating. So
that's a task | think you have to address inmmedi ately.

M. Telle thank you for recognizing the foundi ng of
West Point in 1802, and as a proud graduate, | rnust for the
record, include |I was never considered one of the best
engineers in the world. And so | will admt to that, but
you're right, it was the first engineering school in the
United States.

One of the factors that we're seeing nore and nore is
this extrene weather. |In fact, there were reports that the
hurri cane season this year could be one of the nost
devastating in the future. As | suggest in nmy open
statenment, how are you incorporating weather projections in
order to change the structure, the m ssion, the organi zation
of the Corps of Engineers?

M. Telle: Senator, thank you for the question. 1It's
an inportant one. I'mnot in in the position currently, so
| don't have the benefit of all the data, but it's ny
under st andi ng that the Corps of Engineers applies the | atest
data, hydrol ogical nodels to its projects to devel op
projects that will w thstand current demands as well as

future ones based on data and sci ence.

And it's nmy hope that if confirnmed, I'll be able to
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serve a role leading the organization in providing guidance
to deliver the best result for the public. These, as you
nmenti oned we have severe weather in this country and

di sasters that are recurring, whether it's inland flooding
or coastal flooding, and we have to get it right.

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very nmuch M. Telle.
Gent | enen, thank you, and | |l ook forward to your service.

Chai rman W cker: Thank you, Senator Reed. Senator
Fi scher.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Dr. Napoli,
as you nentioned in your opening statenment, one of your
primary responsibilities if confirnmed, will be to coordinate
with partners and allies to deter state and non-state actors
from acquiring nucl ear weapons. And that's no easy task in
this environment. Iran continues to enrich uraniumfar
beyond the requirenents for civilian use to near weapons
grade, and the intelligence community has assessed t hat
North Korea could conduct its first nuclear test in severa
years on very short noti ce.

If confirmed, how would you work with allies and
partners and international organizations such as the IAEA to
hel p deter countries like Iran and North Korea from
continuing their pursuit for nuclear weapons?

Dr. Napoli: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Your issues

ring true to the core mssion of the Ofice of Defense
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Nucl ear Nonproliferation: to prevent and deter our
adversaries and non-state actors from acquiring nucl ear
weapons, nucl ear technol ogies, and radi ol ogi cal weapons as
wel | .

My experience working with the interagency and with our
i nternational partners provides nme firmfooting to address
t hese chall enges going forward. | agree with you. They're
very difficult challenges, but I"mconfident in the team at
the O fice of the Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation, and the
tool sets that we bring to the broader governnent efforts to
conmbat those issues.

Senator Fischer: Qur country has a ot of threats
right now Can you give ne an exanple of a threat that you
woul d see with respect to nuclear proliferation?

Dr. Napoli: Senator, | think you --

Senator Fischer: Besides what | nentioned, sorry.

Dr. Napoli: Thank you. You highlight very primary
exanples, ma'am To date, ny efforts have been focused on
naval nuclear propulsion. | have not received governnent
intelligence briefings on additional threats that you
mentioned in excess of that. So, | would defer to nmy tine
comng into the office and allow the teamto get ne up to
speed on the threats facing our nation. But | will commt
to working to that extent, with the greatest nobst urgency.

Senator Fischer: Good. Gven the inportance of
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preventing nuclear conflict, do you concur that noderni zing
our nuclear deterrent is a national security priority?

Dr. Napoli: Senator, | think nuclear deterrence is the
backbone of Anmerican strategic defense policy. The goal of
adm ssion of NNSAis to provide a safe, reliable, and
credi bl e nucl ear weapon to the Departnent of Defense. |[If so
fortunate to be confirnmed, 1'll support the broader NNSA
m ssions to provide that to the departnent.

Senat or Fischer: The United States has the nost
effective processes in place for safeguardi ng our nucl ear
and radi oactive nmaterials, and one that is underappreciated,
| think by many. [t is NNSA s |eadership in devel opnment of
technol ogies to detect potential snmuggling or illicit
nmovenent of nuclear and radioactive materials. |If
confirmed, how would you work with allies and partners to
share our expertise in that area in detecting and al so
saf eguar di ng those dangerous materi al s?

Dr. Napoli: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Security is
at the heart of the nuclear programw thin the United
States. |'ve had the pleasure of participating in that
m ssion fromthe Navy's perspective for the past 20 years,
and | look forward to carrying that forward to the Ofice of
Def ense Nucl ear Nonproliferation. Your point ring rings
honme very true. You know our business in this area to

prevent the spread and proliferation of nuclear material and
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associ ated technologies is incredibly inportant.

You know, ny experience working with our international
partners, | wll carry that forward and conti nue that
novenent to ensure that it's a broader approach to defense
nonproliferation nornms, both with our partners and with the
| AEA.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, sir. | look forward to
working with you. M. Telle, good to see you again. |
appreciated you comng in and visiting with ne about how
i nportant water is to nmy state of Nebraska.

M. Telle: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Fischer: Qur surface water, the many mles of
river we have, and also the COgallala aquifer, the High
Pl ai ns aquifer, which |ies under our state, and what a
wonderful resource that is. But what | wanted to ask you
about is managing the Mssouri River. Flood prevention and
control along the Mssouri is of the utnost inportance to
the state of Nebraska.

WIIl you conmt to ensuring that when it cones to
managi ng the M ssouri River, flood control and prevention

will be a top priority?

M. Telle: Senator Fisher, thank you for the question.

And thank you for visiting wwth ne in your office. The
M ssouri River, of course, by one mle is the |ongest river

in the United States, just edging out the M ssissippi.
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Senator Fischer: But it is one mle.

M. Telle: It is one mle, and it begins in Senator
Sheehy's state and ends in Senator Schmtt's state, and it
runs right through your state, Senator. And | would just
say that flood control is one of the primary m ssions of the
Cor ps of Engineers, along with navigation and aquatic
ecosystemrestoration. And all of these issues have to be
managed and bal anced.

In your state in 2019 with the M ssouri River Flood, we
saw it devastate agricultural interests in your state. W
saw strategic mlitary installations under the threat of
flooding, and so this is sonething we have got to get right,
and it requires stakehol der input up and down the system
and balancing all the interests that exist --

Senator Fischer: Thank you.

M. Telle: -- fromMntana to M ssouri.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. | hope we can work on
having fl ood control projects nove faster. Look forward to
wor ki ng wi th you.

M. Telle: Senator Fischer, I'll work with you on
t hat .

Senator Fischer: Thank you.

Chairman Wcker: One mle. Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. M. Anderson

wel cone to the commttee. Several years ago, Senator Cotton
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and | had what anobunted to a focus group with a group of Air
Force pilots without a |lot of brass in the room so they
could talk freely. And the interesting conclusion that was
reached during that discussion was that the principal desire
of these pilots in terns of their retention, of their
staying in, was that they wanted to fly, and that there were
too many cases where they were assigned to desks, and they
didn't get the tine in the air that that was why they joined
the Air Force.

| hope you'll take that into consideration. You
menti oned the $50, 000 bonus, but interestingly -- and we
started our neeting thinking that it would be bonuses and
quality of life and those kinds of things -- but it was the
fact that the Air Force had this process that took pilots
out of the cockpit and that that was one of the major
reasons for the loss of the pilots fromthe Air Force. |
hope that's sonething you'll consider.

Col onel Anderson: Senator, that is a very good
guestion, sinply because when | was in uniformand | was not
a pilot, I was in Mchelin Space Operations and then the
International Affairs Career field, but that was an enduring
challenge, and | think that that is a legitimte issue that
shoul d be rai sed again, because | have heard precisely the
same thing fromny coll eagues, both retired and on active

duty.
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Senator King: Thank you. | appreciate that. M.
Tell e, you nentioned your experience with Katrina and | ater
on with disaster response. Does FEMA play an inportant role
I n disaster response in this country, particularly for major
di sasters that affect nore than one state?

M. Telle: Senator King, thank you for the question.
And FEMA certainly has played a role in disaster response.
The U.S. Arny Corps of Engi neers under the National Response
Framework is, of course, charged with | eading on debris
renmoval .  And that rel ationship between our energency
managers and the Corps of Engineers is inportant as we
respond to disasters |like those that occurred recently in
North Carolina and Tennessee and surrounding areas wth
Hurri cane Hel ene.

Senator King: | just don't see how we're going to be
able to turn disaster response entirely over to the states,
given the fact that disasters don't respect state borders.

Resiliency planning. That has to be part of the
responsibility when the Corps is doing projects wherever
they are. Do you agree?

M. Telle: Yes, Senator. Resiliency is critically
| nportant.

Senator King: And do you agree that we are facing nore
and greater and nore devastating storns than we have in the

past ?
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M. Telle: Senator King, we've certainly faced

devastating natural disasters throughout our nation's

history. 1t's been a |ongstanding issue that we' ve dealt
with. | don't have the specific data about the intensity of
t hose disasters, but they're still happening. They' ve been

happeni ng t hroughout our nation's history, and we have to
stay vigilant to make sure we're up to date with the | atest
dat a.

Senator King: So, just anecdotally, you don't notice
any increase in billion-dollar storns?

M. Telle: Well, Senator King, certainly with
Hurricane Katrina, that was a nulti-billion dollar storm
hundreds of billions of dollars. Hurricane Maria, certainly
the same. Superstorm Sandy, there have been a nunber of
storns over the last 20 years that have --

Senator King: In our lifetines.

M. Telle: Absolutely, Senator.

Senator King: Well, | hope that regardl ess of the
position of the adm nistration on climate change, that the
Corps will take advantage of the science, which I think
you've committed to, and particularly in resiliency
pl anning. The worst thing we could do would be to build to
a hundred-year old standards instead of a hundred year from
now st andards. Do you agree?

M. Telle: Senator, | do agree. And the Corps of
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Engi neers currently, and as it's ny understandi ng, wll
continue to use the |atest hydrological trend data that we
can nmeasure to nmake deci sions about investnments and the
design of flood control infrastructure.

Senator King: To just follow the science, correct?

M. Telle: Senator, we should follow the science and
make sure that any political ideology is not present as we
exam ne the facts and build infrastructure to respond to the
situation as we see it based on the data. Yes, sir.

Senator King: Couldn't agree nore. Thank you. M.
Napoli, I'Il follow up with a question for the record, but |
t hi nk the nost underappreci ated, greatest risk facing our
country is nuclear materials falling into the hands of a
terrorist. W' ve tal ked about deterrence several tines.

The problemis deterrence, the theory of deterrence doesn't
wor k on sonebody who doesn't care about dying and doesn't
have a capital city to bonb.

So | believe that the nonproliferation, particularly
Wi th nuclear materials that could fall into the hands of
terrorists, is one of the nost inportant responsibilities in
our government right now It's not very nmuch tal ked about,
but | hope this is sonething that you wll take a really

cl ose | ook at, because there are many nucl ear nati ons out

there. There's a lot of nuclear material. And should it
fall into the hands of a terrorist, | can al nost guarantee
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that sonewhere in the world right now, there's a terrorist
group thinking about how to achi eve a nucl ear weapon.

| hope this will be a focus of your attention as part
of your nonproliferation responsibilities.

Dr. Napoli: Thank you, Senator King. Nonstate actors
seeki ng nucl ear and radi ol ogi cal weapons, including the
rel evant related technologies, is an incredibly serious
I ssue, and if confirnmed, 1'Il work with that issue with the
ut nost urgency.

Senator King: Thank you. Utnobst urgency is the right
term Thank you, sir. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Well said, Senator King. Senator
Cot t on.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. GCentlenen,
congratul ations. M. Anderson, if confirmed you'll be
responsi bl e for the guidance, direction, and oversight of
the Air Reserve conponent, including the Air National Guard
i n Arkansas. The Air National Guard nenbers play a key role
in training both our allies on the F-35 and our own C- 130
air crews that's at Ebbing Airfield outside of Fort Smth
and Little Rock Air Force Base.

Can you commt to making sure that our Arkansas Air
Nati onal Guard has the resources it needs to continue
delivering strong war fighting capabilities at hone and

abr oad?
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Col onel Anderson: Absolutely, Senator Cotton. M
first assignnent was at Little Rock Air Force base at the
308 Strategic Mssile Wng. | knew a nunber of individuals
in the 189th Air Refueling Wng at the base. And so, yes,
do believe in proper resourcing for our Air National CGuard
and its people. They're absolutely crucial to the fight.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. M. Telle, welcone again
to the conmittee. The Arny Civil Engineers in Arkansas
State are currently devel opi ng a conprehensi ve wat er
resource managenent strategy for the Wiite River Basin in
Arkansas. This study is inportant to ensure the governnent
provi des sustai nabl e water resource managenent while taking
i nto consideration other priorities |ike hydropower
generation and agricul ture.

Can you commit to working with the Arkansas
Congressi onal Del egation to ensure that this study and any
foll owon actions are conpleted in a tinely manner?

M. Telle: Senator Cotton, thank you for the question.
It's critically inportant, your state. O course, it abuts

the M ssissippi River and the Wiite River flows right into

the Mssissippi River. This is an inportant basin. It has
to be managed properly. It affects states up and down the
M ssi ssippi and the entire system So I'll conmmt to work

with you on that.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. The Fiscal Year '25 NDAA

T P O ne Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
- www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

48

cont ai ned | anguage that gives Arkansas the option to work
wth the Arny to determ ne the proper ownership and

di sposition of the former Arny Navy General Hospital in Hot
Springs. Can you conmt to working with ne, this conmttee,
and the rest of our delegation to ensure that we address the
issue in a tinely manner that best serves the interests of
all parties invol ved?

M. Telle: Yes, Senator, of course. And this wll
require coordination wwth the Assistant Secretary of the
Arny for installations energy and the environnent. W have
a shared workforce of the Corps of Engineers focused on
civil works and mlitary, and this will require coordination
to nmake sure we get that right for you, sir.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. Congratul ations again on
your nominations. | yield back ny tine.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. And it seens
that Senator Tuberville is next.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Good
norning, gentlenmen. M. Telle, | enjoyed visiting in ny
office recently about Al abama's inland waterways. And | ast
year we had three of our locks fail in one year. That's
unacceptable. Qur waterways infrastructure is operating
past and is expected lifespan and will continue to break.
We' re havi ng huge problens. Businesses depend upon our

wat erways to nove goods all the way down to the Port of
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Mobi | e.

What's your plan to cut bureaucratic red tape and
rapidly repair critical infrastructure across the system
even though we just passed a couple years ago, trillions of
dollars worth of infrastructure noney, we didn't see any of
t hat .

M. Telle: Senator Tuberville, thank you for the
question. And as soneone who grew up on the Black Warri or
Ri ver in Tuscal oosa County, one of your waterways |
understand their inportance. They deliver Anerican commerce
to the globe. |It's true in Alabama, and it's true
t hroughout the country. [It's unacceptable that our
I nfrastructure is not neeting our current demands.

We have got to work across governnent agencies to neke
sure we renove red tape, coordinate, communicate with you
st akehol ders here in Congress who have the ability to help
deliver sone of these projects. And | |look forward to
wor king with you on the | ocks and ot her navigation and
flight patrol infrastructure within Al abana.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. W do have a | ot of
red tape within the Corps of Engineers, I'll let you know
that, and | ook forward to working wth you. 1'Il know that
we have to get stuff done. W just can't sit back and --

M. Telle: Thank you, Senator. Couldn't agree nore.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. M. Anderson, thank
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for your service. As a career officer inthe Air Force, |I'm
sure you've had your share of both good and bad base
facilities, housing units, conmm ssaries. You know, |

bel i eve that what happens outside of work is just as

i nportant as work itself. Quality of life, famly

stability, and all those things that go along with it.

Do you believe that having a lower quality of life
| eads a decreased noral e readi ness and retention?

Col onel Anderson: Absolutely, Senator.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. And how do you plan on
wor ki ng with your colleagues and the Air Force staff to
address all these issues? Because we do have probl ens.

Col onel Anderson: Senator, you are correct. |If
confirmed, | intend to delve into this issue i mediately.

My intention is to remain at the headquarters for a period
of time in order to cone up to speed on these issues, and
then to get into the field, if confirmed, and to see these
things firsthand. 1've read about them and |I | ook forward
If confirnmed by this conmttee working with you and with all
menbers of the committee in addressing these.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. You know, |ast week
Secretary Hegseth signed a nenorandum requiring our service
academ es to adapt adm ssion standards based solely on
merit. Thank God. As not only a nenber, recently President

put me on the Air Force Acadeny Board, which |I'm | ooking
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forward to, |'malso chairman of the subcomm ttee that
oversees our academes. | welcone that change in policy.

Under the previous adm nistration, we saw our nation's
prem er | eadership |aboratories cower to woke ideol ogies.
If confirmed, you will have oversight over the Air Force
Acadeny. How do you plan on ensuring that this nmenorandum
I's thoroughly put to our Air Force Acadeny?

Col onel Anderson: Senator, based on ny reading of the
public nmedia, the Air Force, and specifically the
organi zation that | hope to lead, if confirned, has already
noved aggressively on this. M understanding is that there
Is a certification required back by the end of the nonth
fromthe superintendent of the Acadeny. But if confirned, I
intend to delve into this conpletely to ensure fullest
conpliance with the executive orders, direction of the
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Air Force, as
wel | as existing | aw.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you. Look forward to
wor king with you too --

Col onel Anderson: Yes, sir.

Senator Tuberville: -- on sone things | have in mnd
for the Acadeny, that possibly we could change. Nunber one,

not | ooking to save noney, but saving noney, but also

enhanci ng | eadership in the acadeny there. | think that we
can all get together and make it better. It hasn't changed
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in years. W still go by the sanme old nodels. And again,

we're | ooking for |eadership. That's what the Air Force

Acadeny and all of our academ es represent, you know, for

our mlitary. | do have sone nore questions. |'mout of
time, but I'll give themto you for the record. M.
Chai r man.

[ The information appears in the appendi x: ]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much, Senator
Tuberville. Senator Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. First of
all, to all three of you, thank you for your conti nued
service to our country. M. Telle, state and | oca
governnents really do play a key role in flood prevention
response. That coll aboration is critical between the
federal, state, and local, but there's also another entity,
and that's the tribes. And | want to just focus a little
bit on the Tribal Partnership Programor TPP

Nunber one, | wanted to know about your confort with it
in ternms of know edge of it today, and then if confirned,
your support for the TPP Authority in ternms of naking it an
integral part of the response that we need in sone of the
poorest parts of the country.

M. Telle: Senator Rounds, thank you for the question,
and | enjoyed our visit in your office where we tal ked about
the Tribal Partnership Program which you had a key role in
hel ping to establish. This is the whole reason |I'm honored

to have been nom nated by President Trunp for this position.

This is an agency and a part of governnent that reaches into

every corner of the United States and affects communities of
all types throughout the country, big cities, small towns,
and pl aces |ike South Dakota, and tribal conmunities as

wel | .
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And t hese fol ks need to be heard by their governnent,
that the Corps of Engi neers needs to be responsive to them
And you' ve gone a |long way to making sure that the capacity

of the local sponsors is augnented by federal help when

necessary, and | look forward to working with you on this
program
Senator Rounds: Geat. | think, we've been noving in

the right direction, and the Corps has done a very good job
In responding, and | just want to see that continued. And
it sounds |ike you would commt to working with us to see
t hat that does happen.

M. Telle: Senator, we nust listen to all the
st akehol ders that are affected by the work of the Corps of
Engi neers to make sure we bal ance the different m ssion sets
and obligations appropriately.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. M. Anderson, both
Chai rman Wcker and Senator King have talked a little bit
about the Air Force's persistent pilot shortage. Fromthis
comrittee's oversi ght perspective, what system c or
di sruptive changes should the departnment be exploring to
address, not just recruitnment, but long-termretention of
really these very highly skilled aviators?

And specifically, | nmean, we're tal king about folks
that are fighter pilots, bonber pilots, plus our nobility

pl atfornms thensel ves. At what point do we acknow edge t hat
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the | egacy approaches that we're taking sinply aren't
wor ki ng?

Col onel Anderson: Thank you for the question, Senator.
This is an enduring, evasive, elusive problemthat we have
tried to address for many years. | believe first of all
that the current programw th increased conpensati on,
bonuses for these pilots is insufficient. W can see it in
the nunbers already cited, the initiative fromthe area,
education training command for initial pilot training, but
also it is all about quality of life.

And | do believe the previous question about affording
pilots the opportunity to remain in the cockpit for the
duration of their careers is, in fact, a valid one, but one
t hat has not been enbraced by the United States Air Force.

Senator Rounds: | think you mi ght have hit it on the
head, at least in terns of what these guys want to do. They
want to stay in and they want to fly. That's what they got
there in the first place for. So | appreciate your
recogni zi ng that.

And | think in terns of this conmttee's role and
responsibility, we should be |ooking at what disruptive
approaches may very well have to be considered. And we | ook
forward to | earning nore about your thoughts in the near
future.

Col onel Anderson: Thank you, Senator.
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Senat or Rounds: Also, M. Anderson, recruiting and
retaining talent in highly technical areas such as cyber,

Al , and space systens renmains a challenge due to private
sector conpetition, very simlar to what we've got in our
pi |l ot short age.

What strategies do you see as the nost effective for
strengt hening the Departnent of the Air Force's civilian and
uniformtalent pipeline in these critical donmains?

Col onel Anderson: Thank you, Senator. That is a
cruci al question that confronts us today. W nust go to the
pl ace where the talent resides, and it nust be in places
where there are younger people. There are a nunber of
prograns that generate the right young people with the
scientific and technical m ndsets that can feed into these
career fields very capably. The Air Force Association has a
very durabl e cyber patriot program Junior ROIC conducts a
nunber of cyber activities for their young people.

And so we nust go and explore these fertile grounds in
order to bring people with the right talent and the right
m ndset into these positions.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. And ny tinme has expired,
but Dr. Napoli, |I do have one question for the record that
"Il submt to you, but thank you. Thank you all. Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

[ The information appears in the appendi X: ]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senator Scott.
Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. Congratul ations
each of you on your nom nations, and | know you're going to

do a great job. M. Telle, do you have any friends in

Fl ori da?
M. Telle: Senator, | do. MW wife behind ne is from
Pinellas County, and her famly, of course, still there in

St. Petersburg.

Senator Scott: Well, | w sh you the best of |uck
because the Corps's reputation, not the people -- the people
of the Corps are wonderful people -- but the Corps's
reputation in Florida, as we've tal ked about, is horrible.
| mean, you can't get an answer. | nean, it's just like a
bl ack hole of information. No one will tell you the tine
process, where a permt is, why you' re going to get turned
down, why you're going to get -- can you fix it? You want
to keep your friends in Florida, right?

M. Telle: Senator Scott, certainly. You raised a
very inportant issue, and your state is one that is
surrounded on at |east three sides by water. Water is
critically inportant to the state of Florida both inland and
on the coasts. |It's unacceptable that we can't give answers
to your state. Your state has nore capacity or as nuch
capacity as any state in terns of dealing with these issues

and has taken on a | eadership role. And we ought to be

58

T P O ne Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
- www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

59

working in a conplinmentary way with the state of Florida.
And | hope that you and | can visit the Jacksonville
district office together.

Senator Scott: So, you think at the end of this,
you're going to have friends in Florida, your famly's going
to talk to you?

M. Telle: WIlIl, Senator, | hope so. I1'mgoing to do
the best job | can for the nation. And if that's true,
it'll be the best job I can do for Florida.

Senator Scott: Do you have any friends on the beach in
Fl ori da?

M. Telle: Senator, | do often visit the beaches when
["mvisiting ny in-laws. And | know we have sone mgj or
| ssues related to beach nourishnment, and it's nost acute in
Pinellas County. There's been a |arge challenge --

Senator Scott: It's actually all the way down to where
| Iive in Naples. You know what, they changed how t hey
| ooked at it. They said, think about this on private |and -
- and so you have private | and, and then the public | and,
the beach is public land, the way it works in Florida. So
it means in high tide, you own the land there. After that,
the state owns it.

The Corps said that they give you a formthat says,

"We're going to give you a tenporary easenent forever." It
actually says that. It's called tenporary easenent, then
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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it's a forever easenent to go on private |and. Does that
make any sense to you?

M. Telle: Senator, certainly the protection of the
citizens of Pinellas County, the property, and |lives of
Pinellas County, is of critical inportance. There's a
chal | enge, as you've pointed out, related to | and ownership
and access here. It seens to ne that we ought to be able to
find a creative solution that solves the interests of
| andowners, as well as the interest of the public in, in
Pinellas County and as you state, all the way down to
Napl es.

Senator Scott: So you think you can solve this so
actually we get the beach renouri shnent done?

M. Telle: Senator Scott, | look forward to worKking

with you on that when |I'm given nore details about the

chall enges. | know they're extensive, and | know t hat
t hey' ve been wangl ed over the years, but | |look forward to
working with you. | think with a can-do attitude, we can

make progress here and provide this critical flood
protection to Pinellas County and other parts of Florida.
Senator Scott: You' ve brought up Pinellas, especially
Pinellas, it's had an unbelievable i npact on the val ue of
homes not being able to get the beach renouri shnent done.
Because we have three bad stormsurges in the |last two and a

half years. So it's had a pretty big inpact over there.
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M. Telle: Senator, | agree totally. M famly was
affected by those storns there, and | | ook forward to
wor king with you on it.

Senator Scott: So I'm a business guy, and in business,
what you get frustrated with is governnent. You know, the
permtting process, the stupid |icenses you have to have,
and then the regulatory environnment. And so then you say,
"Golly, | already did got this permt. | did the exact

sane. The state governnent does the exact sanme thing the
federal governnent does. So why can't we del egate?

If you have a good state, why can't you del egate sone
of the Corps's responsibility to the state and allow themto
do the permtting as long as they do a good job?

M. Telle: Senator Scott, | agree with you. W're
going to be able to deliver services to the public better if
we do it closer to the public and to the people who
understand the environnent. You've done a very good job as
governor to unlock Florida's capacity and allow the state to
take on nmuch of the burden that the federal governnent was
t aki ng on.

That's good for the state of Florida, that's good for
the public, that's good for the Anerican taxpayer, because
it's relieving the federal governnent of these duties. And

| ook forward to working with you where appropriate to nake

sure that we're del egating as nmuch authority as we possibly
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can to the states, especially those with a |ot of capacity
| i ke Florida has.

Senator Scott: | just hope at the end of your tine
your relatives continue to talk to you. Thank you.

M. Telle: Senator, thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Scott, |'d share that hope.

[ Laughter. ]

Chairman Wcker: And these bureaucrats who award a
tenporary easenent forever, perhaps should stop by the
English departnment at their |ocal community coll ege.
Senat or Rosen.

Senator Rosen: Thank you, Chairman Wcker, Ranking
Menmber Reed, thank you to our wi tnesses, your famlies
today, your willingness to serve. Appreciate that. | want
to change it up fromthe beaches of Florida to tal k about
sonmet hing that you don't get to see, which is classified
| ocations. And | want to tal k about docunenting exposure at
classified | ocations.

So, M. Anderson, | asked General Caine at his
confirmati on hearing about docunmenting exposure at data
masked | ocati ons where the duty station and its existence
are classified. W have a lot of those all around the
country, particularly in Nevada, so that service nenbers'
records while they accurately reflect service connected

injuries at these classified |ocations.
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|'ve heard from constituents who served at such
| ocations within the Nevada test and training range, who
bel i eved they were exposed to radiation fromour days of
conducting expl osi ve nucl ear weapons testing, and to toxins
fromburn pits, which disposed of classified waste.

However, DOD does not classify the range as a pl ace
wher e exposure has occurred, despite the Departnent of
Energy providing a presunption of exposure for their
per sonnel who served at the sanme exact |ocations within the
range. And because their service records are data nasked,

t hese veterans can't even prove to the VA that they actually
were ever stationed there.

One such facility that's covered for DOE, but not DCD
as the Tonopah Test Range, which is both a DOE and Air Force
installation. pPrtions of the range are still fenced off
today due to contam nation. But the airnen who serve there
were never told about the contam nation. They do not have a
presunpti on of exposure like their DOE counterparts that
they served alongside with, and they can't even prove they
were there. Again, because their records are data nasked.
Al of this has pre prevented themfrom being able to
recei ve the veterans benefits that they deserve.

So, M. Anderson, if confirmed, will you commt to
working with me and this commttee to find a solution that

bot h provi des a presunption of exposure at such Air Force
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serving at these locations with sufficient docunentation so
t hat when they becone veterans, they can submt clains for
health rel ated i ssues wi thout conprom sing the security of
their service details?

Col onel Anderson: Senator Rosen, absolutely. If
confirmed, | wll certainly do that. W owe the care and
diligence to individuals who have worn the cloth of the
country and have served at a nasked | ocation or an unmasked
| ocation. W take care of our people equally well, and |
will commit to working with ny counterparts --

Senator Rosen: Thank you.

Col onel Anderson: -- in the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs and with this commttee.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. It's extrenely inportant.
And | want to continue on this a little bit, tal king about
the NNSA equities that we have. So, Dr. Napoli, the Nevada
National Security Site hosts a nonproliferation test and
eval uati on conplex, the largest facility for open air
testing of hazardous materials and biological stinulants in
the world. |It's where first responders actually train for
nucl ear cat astrophes.

If confirmed, another Nevada equity which would fal
under your direction, is the Renote Sensing | aboratory, RSL.

lt's on Nellis Air Force Base and Joi nt Base, Andrews,

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

65

there's two in the country. They provide radiol ogi cal

ener gency response teans al ong the West Coast and the East
Coast respectively, stand ready to provide energency
radi ol ogi cal response anywhere in the world with depl oyabl e
teans of experts, RA sal esman, undergoi ng a nunber of
upgrades to their equipnment, including their helicopters,
detectors, communication gears, etc.

And |'ve had the great pleasure of touring their
facility at Nellis. I'mglad to bring you there. It's
gquite, quite remarkable. So, Dr. Napoli, if confirnmed, what
addi tional investnents in the Nevada National Security Site
and the Renote Sensing | aboratory, do you think would be
prudent to ensure that they continue to fulfill their
counter-terrorism nonproliferation, and nuclear detection
m ssions in the years ahead?

Dr. Napoli: Thank you, Senator. The nmissions that you
outline within the Ofice of Defense Nucl ear
Nonproliferation are incredibly inportant. | do | ook
forward to | earning nore about the nucl ear energency
response teans and their actions in the state of Nevada.
|"ve not previously gotten briefed on the details associ ated
W th those progranms, but | do | ook forward to | earni ng about
that very quickly upon entering into the position.

| would say that nmy experience with the Naval Nucl ear

Propul sion Program | have extensive experience in energency
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pl anni ng and energency response. So | |look forward to
bringing those skill sets to the position and | eading the

team noving forward on those initiatives.

Senator Rosen: Well, thank you. | welconme you to
Nevada, and we'll give you a great tour.
Dr. Napoli: [|'ll take you up on that, m' am

Senat or Rosen: Thank you so much. Thank you,
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Rosen. Senat or
Mul i n.

Senator Mullin: Thank you, Chairman, and thank you all
for being here. M. Telle, | want to talk to you about the
Port of Catoosa. |It's a 445-mle channel that runs from
essentially the Mssissippi all the way up to the Port of
Cat oosa, which is the largest inland water port west of the
M ssi ssippi and on the GQulf of America. It also provides
roughly 50 percent of all agricultural products that flowin
and out of the Mdwest. It goes up to the Port of Catoosa,
which is just outside of Tulsa, and fromthere, it gets on
rails and trucks and gets trucked the rest of the way up.

It was opened in 1971, and since roughly the 90s, we
have tal ked about increasing the depth because of the anobunt
of traffic that's on it. R ght nowit's dredged at nine
feet in depth, and it also has a critical backlog, which

nmeans that any of the | evees could shut down at any given
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time of increasing alnost a billion dollars critical backl og
needs.

The Port of Catoosa, for sone reason, continues to be
treated like -- this is not politically correct, but
what ever -- the redheaded stepchild, and other projects in
the Chio or the M ssissippi, or other areas of waterways
seemto get the nost attention. However, the M dwest feeds
the United States and many parts around the world, and yet
we're in a critical situation here where we need to increase
the depth of the channel from9 feet to 12 feet.

The study has been going on literally since the 90s.
An additional study started again in 2005 and expired in
roughly 2014. W could see a 40 percent increase in cargo
influx into the port and out of the port for every foot we
increase it. 40 percent increase of cargo, which would be
drastically an inprovenent to what we deal with today. Not
to nention the timng and the cost to get ag products in and
out of the M dwest, because as we hit the M ssissippi, we
actual |y change out of one barge to anot her barge that
actually is obviously deeper and bigger for us to be able to
navi gate through the channel with.

My concern is that since the Corps has continued to
overlook this, I"'mlooking for a commtnent for you that you
actually take a hard | ook at this and understand that

literally a heartbeat of Anerica, which is our ag products,
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isin dire straits of being able to get products in and out.
And if this navigation channel goes down, the cost is going
to bring to all Anericans tables because it will increase in
cargo. So, would you conmt to helping us with this
channel ?

M. Telle: Senator Mullin, absolutely, I will. This
I's enblematic, the situation you' ve described. Providing
access for Cklahoma's farners and ranchers to the rest of
the worl d through our waterways is enblematic of the Corps's
m ssion which was originally to use our waterways for the
benefit of the American public.

Your state's so critical in getting the products from
your state to the world. And the opposite of that, getting
the world's products to you is critically inportant. |
understand that this issue's been going on for a long tine,
affects the state of Arkansas as well. And certainly, as
vessel traffic changes the types of traffic change based on
commerci al patterns across the gl obe, we need to nake sure
that our infrastructure's up to date to neet it.

And | ook forward to doing everything we can to take a
very hard look at this critical asset and make sure that we
nodernize it to the degree that we can. And | would al so as
you descri bed when we were in your office, the critical role
that it plays in flood protection in that area as well.

And, you know, dredge nmaterial often can have a benefi ci al
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use in ternms of building flood control, infrastructure
| evies, and ot her otherw se.

So, | look forward to working with you on that, and I
commit to do ny very best.

Senator Mullin: Thank you. And | look forward to
hosti ng you when we can get you there.

M. Telle: Thank you, sir.

Senator Mullin: M. Anderson, real quick. As you
know, the Air National Guard perforns roughly 30 percent of
the mlitary space operations, staffed by highly skilled
prof essi onal personnel distributed all across the country as
a directive issue that the President expressed his intent to
create a Space National Guard.

I would ask your commtnent to see this through.
There's a |l ot of concerns in the National Guard about these
i ndi vidual s that are highly skilled, that want to be in the
guard being transferred out and forced to either reserve or
full-time units. \Wich obviously, as you can see, that
woul d be a major brain drain within the Space Force, because
these guys aren't going to give up their careers and sinply
nove sonepl ace else. They're in the National Guard because
t hey want to be.

Col onel Anderson: Senator, the state of play at the
present time, as | understand it fromthe nedia, is that

determ nati on has been nmade to transfer basic space
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functions that are perforned in the National Guard to the
Space Force. And so that is the policy that exists now
Wen | find nyself inside, should | be confirnmed, | would
| i ke to address this.

However, | will conmt to following the existing | aw as
defined in a nunber of areas and in direction fromthe
Presi dent and the Secretary of Defense.

Senator Mullin: The President expressed an intent to
create a Space National Guard. So just to put that out,
that was his intent. Thank you, sir. | vyield.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator. Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. M. Telle,
good to see you.

M. Telle: Thank you, sir.

Senator Kelly: And thank you to all of our w tnesses
for being here today, and thanks for taking tinme to neet
wth ne |ast week. 1'mgoing to see you tonorrow again, at
our EPWHearing. W'IlIl talk about sone Arizona Cvil Wrks
projects then, but in this setting, | wanted to ask you
about the Arny Corps. Sonme Formerly Utilized Defense Sites,
it's under the FUDS program

As you may know, Arizona has |long hosted test sites for
the Army and the Air Force, and we have several sites in the
state that are no | onger actively used, but have unexpl oded

ordi nance or sone ot her hazards that require sone
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remedi ation. And the Arny Corps FUDS programis what we
rely on for that renedi ation.

For exanple, in the town of Santa Rita in Southern
Arizona, we have a FUDS site next to the town's high school.
In town, |eaders have expressed significant safety concerns.
It's next to the high school. There are signs that say,
"Don't go in this area.” Wat do you think high schoo
students do? They go out into the area anyway.

But al so on the Tohono O odham Nation, there's
unexpl oded ordi nance that has prevented the tribe from
constructing some new water infrastructure. So, M. Telle,

I f confirnmed, will you commt to working with nmy office to
accelerate the site assessnent and renedi ati on processes for
these sites in Santa Rita and on the Tohono O odham | and?

M. Telle: Senator, | |look forward to working with you
on that. And it will require a close coordination with the
Assi stant Secretary of the Arny for Installation, Energy,
and the Environnment. That person has oversight of the
Corps's mssion when it cones to the Fornerly Used Defense
Sites.

But because the Assistant Secretary of the Arnmy for
Cvil Wrks has oversight of the Arny Cvil Wrks Program
and both of those mssions fall under the Corps of
Engi neers, it will require close coll aboration between those

two offices to make sure that we get it right. And there
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as it relates to water.

And so |I'lIl have a specific focus in that regard,
working closely with the Assistant Secretary of the Arny for
I nstal |l ati ons, Energy, and the Environnent.

Senator Kelly: Right. Thank you. And nore broadly,

i f confirmed, how w |l you ensure that conmmunities with FUD
sites aren't left waiting for years or decades for the Arny
Corps to address these at-risk sites and these probl ens?

M. Telle: Senator, thank you. Congress has charged
the Army Corps of Engineers with cleanup at Fornmerly Used
Defense Sites, as well as forner Departnent of Energy sites.
Agai n, the Assistant Secretary of the Arny for Installations
Energy, and Environnment has primary responsibility over the
Departnment of Defense sites, whereas the Assistant Secretary
of the Arny for Cvil Wrks has primary responsibility over
t he Departnent of Energy Sites.

But regardl ess, we share a workforce with the Corps of
Engi neers, and it's going to require both offices to
coordinate very closely to solve the problens |ike the ones
you' re bringing up, which are very inportant, of course, to
the | ocal community, but also to the country as the
Departnent of Defense does the inportant work that it does.

Senator Kelly: Thank you. And Dr. Napoli with new

countries pursuing nucl ear power, there are grow ng concerns
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about safeguards in nuclear fuel cycle risks. If confirned,
how woul d you ensure that the NNSAs work on securing fissile
materials and pronote responsi bl e nucl ear energy expansi on
conti nues?

Dr. Napoli: Thank you, Senator. Wrking with the
i nternational community, including the International Atomc
Energy Agency, is a core mssion of the Ofice of Defense
Nucl ear Nonproliferation. As you said, to secure all
nucl ear materials and ensure their protection, as well as
pronoting conprehensive safeguards for nations to preclude
t hem from seeki ng nucl ear weapons. |f confirned, | | ook
forward to working both with our broader U S. governnent and
our international partners to ensure that our nation is
protected in that regard.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, and | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senator Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairman. And agai n,
congratulations to all of you for your nom nation.
Appreciate your willingness to serve. M. Telle, if
confirmed, you' d be overseeing the Arny Corps of Engineers.
Thi s organi zati on predom nantly focused on critical
I nfrastructure and conplex civil works.

However, | hear froma lot of mlitary | eaders,
particularly in North Carolina, that sonetines they're

required to go through the core for certain things that just
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don't nmke sense. Like minor building repairs, road
repairs, it causes long waits, and it | eads to substandard
conditions for our troops, unfortunately.

So, if confirmed, would you be willing to | ook at such
policies -- and |'ve heard these policies referred to by ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle a few nonments ago.
|'ve heard themcalled black holes, red tape, bureaucratic
ni ght mares. But would you take a | ook at these policies and
potentially grant nore authorities to | ocal personnel to
work on their own infrastructure?

M. Telle: Senator Budd, thank you for the question.
You' ve addressed a problemthat is one that is of critical
| nportance for our nation, for our conpetitiveness, which
has to do with permitting and making sure that we're --
maki ng sure that we're streanlining the permtting process
to ensure that interested parties, both in the econony and
national security and defense related interests are able to
do the work that they need to do to conplete their m ssions.

We have a patchwork of permtting requirenents at the
federal level that is confusing. W need to be taking
processes that are currently being perforned in series -- a
process doesn't nove to the next desk until the first desk
that conpletes the work on it. W need to be doing those
things in parallel instead of in series to deliver results

to the public.
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W need to be communicating with stakehol ders across the
board in a very clear way, even if it's not the answer that
they want to hear so that they can do what's necessary to
nove progress forward, both with regard to our econony and
national security.

Senator Budd: | want to continue on. The Arny Corps
has played a huge role in the cleanup fromHurricane Hel ene
in Western North Carolina. You're very famliar with that,
so | appreciate your addressing it. But will you commt to
furthering the Arny Corps's role in hel ping communities
recover fromnatural disasters and specifically for North
Carolina and Hurricane Hel ene?

M. Telle: Senator Budd, absolutely. And as you
acknow edged, this is a project that is of critica
i nportance to Western North Carolina, but al so East
Tennessee and ot her surroundi ng areas, South Carolina, West

Virginia, Southwest Virginia. This stormaffected a |arge

swat h of the country. It devastated communities with fl oods

that they couldn't even believe were occurring.

And of course, the Corps of Engineers' prinmary
responsibility under the National Response Framework is
debris renoval, which wound up being a huge issue as pl ant
matter, vegetation, and personal property were washed into

t he wat erways further exacerbating the problem And ['m
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pl eased to say that the Corps of Engi neers was one of the
first federal agencies on the scene.

"' m di sappointed to say that other federal agencies
were not as responsive as the people of North Carolina
deserve. And | look forward to working with you in every
way possible to make sure that they recover fromthis
di saster.

Senator Budd: | look forward to working together to
get Western North Carolina back on its feet. Thank you.

M. Telle: Senator, you've done an incredible job
being there on the ground. W've noticed it. Senator
Hagerty's been in with you as well. Thank you for your
attention to this.

Senator Budd: And we'll continue. Thank you. M.
Ander son, thanks again for being here, and congrats on your
nom nation. You know, as artificial intelligence becones
nmore common and unmanned col | aborative conbat aircraft nekes
its way into the force structure, do you see the Air Force
manpower requirenments changing in the com ng years?

Col onel Anderson: Thank you for the question, Senator.

As we devel op new capabilities and new platforns, obviously

we Wil require a new generation of airnen and guardians in
order to operate, maintain those systens. And so, yes, | do
see an increase in manpower requirenment. If confirnmed, ny

intention is to get on the inside of this very vigorously
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and try to lead turn, and to work with this committee.

Senator Budd: Thank you very nuch. Dr. Napoli, since
9/11, the United States has nmade great strides in preventing
terrorists fromgaining nuclear material that could be used
in an attack against the United States. However, the threat
still exists, and |I'm concerned that as we focus on great
power conpetition, that we let the pressure off of these
terrorist organizations from gai ning access to nucl ear
material. So, if confirnmed, how, how are you going to
address this chall enge?

Dr. Napoli: Thank you, Senator. Nonstate actors
seeki ng nucl ear and radi ol ogi cal weapons and the associ at ed
t echnol ogi es for those weapons is of the utnost inportance.
There is an incredible teamat the Ofice of Defense Nucl ear
Nonproliferation, both here in Washi ngton, and spread
t hroughout the | aboratories and field offices that are
addressing this specific issue.

|'"ve not been read into all the details that are, you
know, the tools and tool sets that we have at our disposal
to address that issue, but if so fortunate to be confirned,
| ook forward to addressing that issue with the utnost
ur gency.

Senator Budd: Thank you very nuch. Chair man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Budd. M. Telle,

| hope once you take office, you'll give advice to the
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Congress about what |egislation you need to renove these
bur eaucratic roadbl ocks.

M. Telle: Senator Wcker, | look forward to doing
that. |It's critically inportant to our nation.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Kaine.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Congratul ations to our nomnees. M. Telle, | really
appreci ated our visit about the work done by the Corps in
Virginia and everywhere. | look forward to working with
you. M. Anderson, congratulations to you. | don't know
that all ny coll eagues know that M. Anderson was a |ongtine
menber of the Virginia General Assenbly, and | appreciate
that service in addition to your mlitary service.

And Dr. Napoli, I'mgoing to spend ny tinme on you and
actually tal k about a past job, not your current job. 1In
your past or your current position, not the one to which
you' ve been nom nated. You've been very involved in AUKUS
| have been very involved in the AUKUS franmework as a nenber
of both the Armed Services Conmttee and the Foreign
Rel ati ons Conmittee.

The position to which you are nonmi nated deals with
nucl ear nonproliferation, and that's a different matter than
hel pi ng Australia devel op a capacity to use Virginia class
subs and eventually build their own subs. So, | want to

draw a |line between those two issues. But having you before
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us gives nme the opportunity just to ask you your kind of
perception of how AUKUS is going. |'ve been a big supporter
of both Pillar one and the need to, you know, find inportant
I nnovative projects.

We can work together with Australia and UK on Pillar
Two. You' ve been given awards within the Pentagon for your
wor k on AUKUS and | applaud you for that. But talk alittle
bit about your assessnent of AUKUS, where it is right now as
you get ready to transition into a potentially different
rol e.

Dr. Napoli: Senator, | appreciate the question. And
t hank you for the recognition of ny work with Australia and
the United Kingdomto date. The AUKUS agreenment provides a
new and uni que el enent of our defense cooperation with
Australia. | was fortunate enough to be involved at the
ground |l evel, as that agreenent took shape and al so passing
forth the Atom c Energy Act, section 123 agreenent here with
this body in Congress as well.

The cooperation with Australia provides new asymetric
advantages in naval warfare in the region for one of our
closest allies. | applaud Australia's efforts to date to
I nvest both you know, nost inportantly the people into this
endeavor. And | have also had a personal role, if | tie the
nonproliferation effort and the AUKUS effort together,

because | believe they're inextricably |inked.
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| have worked with the | AEA to date to ensure that
we' re uphol di ng very high nonproliferation standards as
Australia seeks a conventionally arnmed nucl ear - power ed
submarine. 1'll have a different role noving into the
O fice of Defense Nucl ear Nonproliferation, but | know that
the teamin the Departnent of Defense is well equipped to
continue along with the AUKUS endeavor.

Senator Kaine: |'ma huge fan of this franework in the
need to focus on the Indo-Pacific. W don't have, you know,
the 70 years of a NATO in the Indo-Pacific and what we need
torely onis a nore |ayered set of relationships, sone
bilateral, sonme nultilateral to pronote deterrence and
stability. | viewthis as a positive one.

| want to thank both the Chair and the Ranking. The
AUKUS framework had to originally go through the foreign
relati ons commttee because of jurisdictional issues, but
then the | eadership here worked very, very hard to kind of
take that work product and bolted onto an NDAA. And they've
been very supportive of it.

I think going forward, you know, the two chall enges
that we have are, one, making sure that we can produce the
Virginia Cass subs called for in Pillar One in a tinely
fashi on, when we're having chal |l enges neeting our own needs,
how do we neet both our needs in the commtnents that we've

made to Australia? They've invested in us. W need to neet
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those commtnents to show the world that we're good on the
comm tments we nake.

But then on Pillar Two, which is very open-ended, which
Is great, we probably need to define a finite nunber of
del i verabl es where we can really achi eve sonething. And
t hen once we achi eve those, we can | ook at nore. So, |
think there's a lot of work to be done, but the fact that
you were in on the ground floor and that you have hel ped get
this off to a positive start is sonmething | commend. And |
al so comrend Senators Wcker and Reed for being such strong
chanpions of it. And with that, | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Thank you. That
concl udes our questioning. Colonel Anderson when were you
at Little Rock?

Col onel Anderson: Sir, | was in Little Rock from'79
to '84, and for the record, that is the base where | net ny
wfe.

Chairman Wcker: Let's hear it for Little Rock. Also,
| read as a teen, you were nenber of the Civil Air Patrol.
| s that correct?

Col onel Anderson: Correct. | was.

Chairman Wcker: | think that's a valuable citizenship
bui l der and a little-known asset for our young people. Do

you agree?

Col onel Anderson: | would absolutely agree, Senator.
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| joined the Gvil Air Patrol in Southwest Virginia, in
Roanoke at the tender age of 13, and it set the predicate
for a 30-year Air Force career, followed by a career in the
Virginia General Assenbly, and followed by this opportunity,
should I be confirmed? And so, absolutely, yes.

| al so know, Senator, that you have been a big
supporter for Junior Reserve Oficer Training Corps. It is
al so an equal ly inval uable program And those two prograns
are nutually supportive. And | think we nmust do all we can
to support them

Chairman Wcker: And this conmttee and this congress
has told the Pentagon that we need to do nore in that
regard, and we intend for that to be enforced.

So, | want to thank all the witnesses. For the
i nformati on of nenbers, questions for the record will be due
to the conmttee within two busi ness days of the concl usion
of this hearing. And with that, we are adj ourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:26 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
TP.One 9

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)

Court Reporting



	Printable Word Index
	Quick Word Index
	$
	$50,000 (2)
	$70 (1)

	1
	1,500 (1)
	10 (3)
	100,000 (2)
	11:26 (1)
	12 (1)
	123 (1)
	13 (2)
	14th (1)
	150 (1)
	16 (2)
	1800 (1)
	1802 (2)
	189th (1)
	1971 (1)
	1979 (1)
	1st (1)

	2
	20 (10)
	2000 (1)
	2005 (3)
	2009 (1)
	2014 (1)
	2019 (2)
	2021 (1)
	2023 (1)
	2024 (1)
	2025 (1)
	21st (2)
	25 (1)
	26,000 (1)
	260,000 (1)
	28-foot (1)
	29th (1)

	3
	30 (2)
	308 (1)
	30-year (1)
	39th (1)

	4
	40 (3)
	43 (1)
	445-mile (1)

	5
	50 (2)

	7
	70 (2)
	75 (1)
	79 (1)

	8
	800,000 (1)
	84 (1)

	9
	9 (2)
	9/11 (1)
	9:50 (1)
	90s (2)

	A
	a.m (2)
	Abigail (1)
	ability (2)
	able (11)
	Abraham (1)
	abroad (1)
	Absolutely (9)
	abuts (1)
	academies (3)
	Academy (8)
	accelerate (2)
	access (5)
	accessing (1)
	Accords (1)
	accountable (1)
	accurately (1)
	achieve (3)
	achieved (1)
	achievement (1)
	achieving (1)
	acknowledge (1)
	acknowledged (2)
	acquiring (3)
	act (2)
	actions (3)
	active (3)
	actively (1)
	activities (2)
	actors (5)
	acute (1)
	ADAM (18)
	Adam's (2)
	adapt (1)
	addition (2)
	additional (8)
	Additionally (1)
	address (14)
	addressed (1)
	addressing (4)
	adhered (1)
	adjourned (2)
	ADMINISTRATION (14)
	administration's (1)
	ADMINISTRATOR (7)
	Admiral (1)
	admission (2)
	admit (1)
	adult (2)
	advantage (3)
	advantages (1)
	adversaries (1)
	adversity (1)
	advice (1)
	advising (1)
	advisor (2)
	AETC (1)
	AFFAIRS (10)
	affect (1)
	affirmative (7)
	afforded (1)
	affording (1)
	ag (2)
	age (3)
	agencies (6)
	Agency (4)
	agency's (1)
	aggression (1)
	aggressively (2)
	ago (9)
	agree (13)
	agreement (6)
	agreements (2)
	agricultural (2)
	agriculture (1)
	ahead (1)
	AI (1)
	AIR (70)
	aircraft (5)
	Airfield (1)
	airlines (1)
	airmen (5)
	airport (1)
	aisle (1)
	Alabama (3)
	Alabama's (1)
	alliance (1)
	allies (8)
	allow (3)
	all-star (1)
	Allvin (1)
	alongside (1)
	America (7)
	American (10)
	Americans (7)
	America's (2)
	amount (2)
	amounted (1)
	amplify (1)
	analysts (1)
	ANDERSON (49)
	Andersons (1)
	Andrews (1)
	anecdotally (1)
	Angeles (1)
	anniversary (1)
	annual (1)
	answer (2)
	answered (8)
	answering (1)
	answers (1)
	anyway (1)
	apex (1)
	appear (4)
	appearing (1)
	appears (3)
	appendix (2)
	applaud (3)
	applicable (1)
	applications (1)
	applies (2)
	apply (1)
	appraisal (1)
	appreciate (8)
	appreciated (2)
	approach (1)
	approached (1)
	approaches (2)
	appropriate (3)
	appropriated (1)
	appropriately (1)
	Appropriation (1)
	appropriations (2)
	approximately (1)
	aquatic (1)
	aquifer (2)
	Arab (1)
	arduously (1)
	area (7)
	areas (6)
	Arizona (3)
	Arkansas (7)
	Armed (5)
	arms (1)
	ARMY (41)
	array (1)
	arsenals (1)
	article (2)
	articulated (1)
	artificial (1)
	ashore (1)
	Asia (1)
	asked (2)
	Assembly (3)
	assessed (1)
	assessment (2)
	asset (2)
	assigned (1)
	assignment (2)
	ASSISTANT (20)
	associated (4)
	Association (1)
	assumed (1)
	assure (1)
	asymmetric (2)
	Atomic (3)
	at-risk (1)
	attack (2)
	attempting (1)
	attendance (1)
	attention (5)
	attitude (1)
	attract (1)
	attrition (1)
	augmented (1)
	August (1)
	AUKUS (9)
	Australia (8)
	Australia's (1)
	authorities (2)
	Authority (2)
	authorized (2)
	available (1)
	aviators (1)
	avid (1)
	award (1)
	awards (1)
	aware (1)
	Ayatollah's (1)

	B
	back (8)
	backbone (2)
	background (3)
	backlog (2)
	bad (2)
	Bagley (1)
	balance (2)
	balanced (1)
	balancing (1)
	ballistic (2)
	Banks (1)
	barge (2)
	barges (1)
	barrier (1)
	Base (7)
	based (7)
	basic (1)
	Basin (2)
	basis (2)
	beach (5)
	beaches (2)
	beautiful (1)
	began (2)
	beginning (1)
	begins (1)
	begun (2)
	believe (10)
	believed (2)
	beneficial (1)
	benefit (3)
	benefits (1)
	best (9)
	better (4)
	beyond (1)
	big (6)
	bigger (1)
	bilateral (1)
	Bill (2)
	billion (2)
	billion-dollar (1)
	billions (2)
	biological (1)
	bit (4)
	Black (4)
	Blumenthal (1)
	Board (2)
	body (2)
	bolted (1)
	bomb (1)
	bomber (1)
	bonus (2)
	bonuses (2)
	Boozman (2)
	borders (1)
	born (2)
	brain (1)
	branch (3)
	brass (1)
	breadth (1)
	break (1)
	bridging (1)
	briefed (1)
	briefers (1)
	briefings (4)
	brimming (1)
	bring (8)
	bringing (2)
	brings (1)
	broad (2)
	broader (8)
	broadly (1)
	brother (2)
	brought (3)
	Budd (11)
	budget (1)
	build (4)
	builder (1)
	Building (4)
	burden (1)
	burdensome (1)
	bureaucratic (5)
	bureaucrats (1)
	burn (1)
	business (4)
	Businesses (1)

	C
	C-130 (1)
	cadets (1)
	cadre (1)
	Caine (1)
	California (1)
	call (1)
	called (5)
	can-do (1)
	capabilities (5)
	capability (1)
	capably (1)
	capacity (6)
	capital (1)
	Capito (2)
	Capitol (1)
	capture (1)
	care (3)
	career (20)
	careers (2)
	cargo (3)
	Carolina (8)
	carrier (3)
	carriers (1)
	carry (1)
	carrying (1)
	cases (2)
	catastrophes (1)
	catastrophic (1)
	Catoosa (4)
	Caucus (1)
	causes (1)
	celebrated (1)
	cemeteries (1)
	Center (1)
	centers (1)
	central (1)
	century (2)
	certain (1)
	certainly (8)
	certainty (2)
	certification (1)
	Chair (1)
	chairing (1)
	chairman (72)
	chairmanship (1)
	challenge (7)
	challenges (11)
	champions (1)
	Chance (1)
	change (7)
	changed (2)
	changes (2)
	changing (1)
	channel (5)
	chaos (1)
	charged (3)
	chief (6)
	child (2)
	children (1)
	China (1)
	Chris (1)
	cited (1)
	cities (1)
	citizens (2)
	citizenship (1)
	city (1)
	CIVIL (25)
	civilian (9)
	civilians (4)
	claims (1)
	clarity (5)
	class (3)
	classified (5)
	classify (1)
	cleanup (2)
	clear (4)
	climate (1)
	close (3)
	closely (2)
	closer (1)
	closest (3)
	cloth (2)
	Coast (2)
	coastal (3)
	coasts (1)
	Cochran (4)
	Cochran's (1)
	cockpit (3)
	code (1)
	collaboration (3)
	collaborative (1)
	colleague (1)
	colleagues (5)
	collectively (1)
	College (2)
	Colonel (28)
	combat (3)
	come (3)
	comes (3)
	comfort (1)
	coming (5)
	Command (2)
	commander (2)
	commanding (1)
	commend (2)
	comments (1)
	commerce (2)
	commercial (1)
	commissaries (1)
	commit (17)
	commitment (2)
	commitments (4)
	committed (1)
	Committee (38)
	committees (2)
	Committee's (3)
	common (2)
	communicate (1)
	communicating (1)
	communication (2)
	communications (2)
	communities (9)
	community (5)
	compensation (2)
	competition (2)
	competitive (3)
	competitiveness (1)
	complete (3)
	completed (2)
	completely (1)
	completes (1)
	completing (1)
	complex (6)
	complexity (1)
	compliance (1)
	complies (1)
	complimentary (1)
	component (1)
	comprehensive (3)
	compress (1)
	comprised (1)
	compromising (1)
	computer (1)
	concentrating (1)
	concern (1)
	concerned (2)
	concerns (3)
	conclude (1)
	concludes (2)
	conclusion (2)
	concur (1)
	conditions (1)
	conduct (1)
	conducting (1)
	conducts (1)
	confidence (1)
	confident (1)
	confirm (1)
	confirmation (4)
	confirmed (44)
	conflict (1)
	conflicts (1)
	confront (2)
	confronts (1)
	confusing (1)
	congrats (1)
	congratulations (7)
	Congress (12)
	congressional (2)
	Congress's (1)
	connected (1)
	conscious (1)
	conservation (1)
	CONSIDER (4)
	considerable (2)
	consideration (4)
	considered (2)
	constituents (1)
	constructing (1)
	construction (2)
	consult (1)
	contained (1)
	contamination (2)
	contemplating (1)
	continue (13)
	continued (3)
	continues (3)
	continuing (2)
	control (11)
	conventionally (1)
	cooperate (1)
	cooperation (3)
	coordinate (4)
	coordinating (1)
	Coordination (7)
	core (4)
	corner (1)
	Corps (43)
	Corps's (6)
	correct (9)
	cost (2)
	Cotton (9)
	Council (1)
	count (1)
	counterparts (2)
	counter-terrorism (1)
	countries (4)
	country (21)
	County (8)
	couple (1)
	course (10)
	Court (1)
	covered (1)
	cower (1)
	Cramer (1)
	crave (1)
	create (2)
	creative (1)
	creators (1)
	credible (1)
	crews (1)
	critical (18)
	critically (5)
	crossing (1)
	crucial (2)
	cum (1)
	current (8)
	currently (7)
	cut (2)
	cyber (3)
	cycle (1)

	D
	D.C (1)
	dais (1)
	Dakota (1)
	damage (1)
	damaged (1)
	danger (1)
	dangerous (4)
	dangers (1)
	data (10)
	date (6)
	daughters (1)
	Dave (1)
	day (5)
	days (4)
	deadlines (1)
	deal (2)
	dealing (1)
	deals (1)
	dealt (2)
	debris (3)
	decade (1)
	decades (1)
	decision (4)
	decisions (1)
	declare (1)
	decreased (1)
	dedicated (1)
	deeper (1)
	deeply (1)
	defeating (1)
	DEFENSE (38)
	defenses (1)
	defer (1)
	define (2)
	defined (2)
	defunct (1)
	degree (1)
	degrees (1)
	delay (2)
	delays (1)
	delegate (2)
	delegating (1)
	Delegation (2)
	deliver (5)
	deliverables (1)
	delivering (2)
	delve (2)
	demands (3)
	demonstrates (1)
	denial (1)
	Department (26)
	depend (3)
	deployable (1)
	deployed (1)
	depth (4)
	DEPUTY (7)
	described (2)
	deserve (2)
	design (4)
	desire (1)
	desk (2)
	desks (1)
	despite (1)
	detailed (1)
	details (4)
	detect (1)
	detecting (1)
	detection (1)
	detectors (1)
	deter (5)
	determination (1)
	determine (1)
	deterrence (7)
	deterrent (2)
	devastate (1)
	devastated (1)
	devastating (5)
	develop (3)
	developed (1)
	developing (1)
	development (3)
	devote (1)
	difference (3)
	different (4)
	difficult (2)
	diligence (1)
	diplomatically (1)
	dire (1)
	directing (1)
	direction (7)
	directive (1)
	director (2)
	Dirksen (1)
	disagreement (1)
	disappointed (1)
	disaster (7)
	disasters (9)
	discretion (1)
	discuss (1)
	discussion (1)
	discussions (2)
	dismantled (1)
	disposal (1)
	disposed (1)
	disposition (1)
	disruptive (2)
	distinction (1)
	distinguished (3)
	distributed (1)
	district (1)
	doctorate (1)
	documentation (1)
	documenting (2)
	documents (1)
	DOD (2)
	DOE (3)
	doing (5)
	dollar (1)
	dollars (4)
	domains (1)
	dozens (1)
	DR (36)
	drain (1)
	drastically (1)
	draw (1)
	dredge (1)
	dredged (1)
	Driscoll (1)
	due (3)
	durable (2)
	duration (1)
	duties (2)
	duty (5)
	dying (1)

	E
	earlier (1)
	earliest (1)
	early (1)
	earned (1)
	easement (4)
	East (2)
	easy (1)
	Ebbing (1)
	economy (2)
	ecosystem (1)
	edging (1)
	Education (2)
	educational (1)
	effect (1)
	effective (4)
	effectively (1)
	effort (2)
	efforts (8)
	eight (2)
	either (1)
	Eleanor (1)
	electronic (1)
	element (1)
	elite (1)
	elusive (1)
	embarked (1)
	emblematic (3)
	embraced (1)
	emergency (8)
	emphasize (1)
	Enabling (1)
	endeavor (2)
	ends (1)
	enduring (2)
	Energy (17)
	enforced (1)
	engineer (1)
	Engineering (5)
	Engineers (32)
	English (1)
	enhancing (2)
	enjoyed (2)
	enrich (1)
	ensure (15)
	ensuring (5)
	entering (1)
	enterprise (2)
	entire (6)
	entirely (1)
	entities (2)
	entity (2)
	environment (9)
	environmental (3)
	EPW (1)
	equally (2)
	equipment (1)
	equipped (1)
	equities (1)
	equity (1)
	Ernst (1)
	especially (4)
	essentially (1)
	establish (1)
	established (1)
	establishment (1)
	esteemed (1)
	ethic (1)
	European (1)
	evaluation (1)
	evasive (1)
	event (1)
	eventually (1)
	exacerbating (1)
	exact (3)
	exactly (1)
	examine (1)
	example (2)
	examples (1)
	excellence (1)
	excess (1)
	exciting (1)
	exclusively (1)
	execute (1)
	execution (1)
	executive (3)
	exercise (1)
	Exercising (1)
	exist (1)
	existence (1)
	existential (1)
	existing (2)
	exists (2)
	expand (2)
	expanded (2)
	expansion (1)
	expected (2)
	experience (11)
	experiences (1)
	expertise (4)
	experts (2)
	expire (1)
	expired (2)
	explore (1)
	exploring (1)
	explosive (1)
	exposed (1)
	exposure (6)
	express (1)
	expressed (3)
	exquisite (1)
	extended (1)
	extensive (2)
	extent (1)
	extreme (2)
	extremely (1)

	F
	F-35 (1)
	face (2)
	faced (1)
	faces (1)
	facilities (1)
	facility (3)
	facing (3)
	fact (6)
	factors (1)
	facts (1)
	fail (1)
	failing (1)
	faith (1)
	faithfully (1)
	fall (4)
	falling (1)
	familiar (1)
	families (4)
	family (7)
	family's (1)
	fan (1)
	far (2)
	farmers (1)
	fashion (1)
	fast (2)
	faster (1)
	father (4)
	feasible (1)
	federal (13)
	feed (2)
	feeds (1)
	feel (1)
	feet (4)
	Felix (1)
	fellowship (1)
	felt (1)
	FEMA (2)
	fenced (1)
	fencer (1)
	fertile (1)
	field (8)
	fields (2)
	field's (1)
	fight (3)
	fighter (1)
	fighting (1)
	figure (1)
	final (1)
	finally (1)
	financial (1)
	find (6)
	finite (1)
	fired (1)
	firm (1)
	first (16)
	firsthand (3)
	Fiscal (1)
	Fischer (16)
	Fisher (1)
	fissile (1)
	five (3)
	five-minute (1)
	fix (1)
	flag (2)
	fleet (1)
	flight (2)
	flood (15)
	flooding (3)
	floods (3)
	floor (1)
	Florida (13)
	Florida's (1)
	flow (1)
	flows (1)
	fly (4)
	flying (1)
	focus (10)
	focused (5)
	focuses (1)
	folks (2)
	follow (4)
	followed (2)
	following (1)
	follow-on (2)
	follows (3)
	foot (1)
	footing (1)
	FORCE (61)
	forced (1)
	forces (2)
	Force's (3)
	Ford (1)
	Ford-class (1)
	Foreign (5)
	forever (3)
	form (1)
	formative (1)
	former (4)
	Formerly (3)
	Fort (1)
	forth (1)
	fortunate (7)
	forward (40)
	foundation (2)
	founding (1)
	four (3)
	four-star (1)
	Framework (5)
	frankly (1)
	freely (1)
	freeze (1)
	fresh (1)
	friend (2)
	friends (5)
	front (1)
	frustrated (2)
	FUD (1)
	FUDS (3)
	fuel (1)
	fulfill (1)
	full (3)
	fullest (1)
	full-time (1)
	fully (3)
	functions (3)
	funding (1)
	funds (1)
	further (1)
	furthering (1)
	future (9)

	G
	gaining (2)
	gap (1)
	gears (1)
	general (6)
	generals (1)
	generate (2)
	generation (3)
	Gentlemen (5)
	George (1)
	Getting (4)
	Gillibrand (1)
	give (10)
	Given (10)
	gives (2)
	glad (1)
	glide (1)
	global (1)
	globe (3)
	go (11)
	goal (3)
	goals (3)
	God (1)
	goes (2)
	going (22)
	Golly (1)
	good (18)
	goods (1)
	gotten (1)
	governing (1)
	government (21)
	governments (1)
	governor (1)
	grade (1)
	graduate (3)
	graduates (1)
	graduating (1)
	grandchildren (1)
	grant (1)
	grateful (1)
	gratitude (1)
	great (11)
	greater (2)
	greatest (3)
	greatly (1)
	grew (2)
	ground (3)
	grounds (1)
	group (3)
	grow (1)
	growing (2)
	grown (1)
	guarantee (1)
	Guard (11)
	guardians (4)
	guidance (3)
	Gulf (1)
	guy (1)
	guys (2)

	H
	Hagerty (9)
	Hagerty's (2)
	hails (1)
	half (3)
	hands (3)
	happen (3)
	happening (2)
	happens (1)
	harbor (1)
	hard (3)
	harm (1)
	harness (1)
	haste (1)
	hazardous (1)
	hazards (1)
	head (1)
	headquarters (1)
	health (1)
	hear (3)
	heard (6)
	hearing (11)
	heart (3)
	heartbeat (1)
	hearts (1)
	Hegseth (3)
	Helene (4)
	helicopters (1)
	help (5)
	helped (1)
	helping (7)
	herd (1)
	High (6)
	higher (1)
	highlight (1)
	highly (4)
	Hill (1)
	historic (1)
	historically (1)
	history (4)
	hit (2)
	holdups (1)
	hole (1)
	holes (1)
	home (4)
	Homeland (2)
	homes (1)
	Hon (3)
	honor (2)
	honored (3)
	hope (15)
	horrible (1)
	hospital (2)
	hosted (1)
	hosting (2)
	hosts (1)
	Hot (1)
	hour (1)
	House (2)
	House's (1)
	housing (1)
	huge (4)
	humanly (1)
	hundred (1)
	hundreds (2)
	hundred-year (1)
	hung (2)
	Hurricane (9)
	hydroelectric (1)
	hydrological (2)
	hydropower (1)
	Hyman (1)

	I
	IAEA (3)
	identical (1)
	ideologies (1)
	ideology (1)
	IEA (1)
	ignored (1)
	illicit (1)
	immediate (1)
	immediately (2)
	impact (5)
	impacts (1)
	impeding (1)
	impending (1)
	implement (1)
	implementation (1)
	implemented (1)
	implications (1)
	importance (10)
	important (25)
	importantly (1)
	improve (2)
	improvement (1)
	improvements (1)
	incentive (1)
	include (3)
	included (1)
	includes (4)
	including (15)
	incorporating (2)
	increase (8)
	increased (1)
	increasing (3)
	incredible (3)
	incredibly (3)
	incumbent (1)
	indiscriminate (1)
	individually (1)
	individuals (4)
	Indo-Pacific (2)
	inextricably (1)
	influx (1)
	information (6)
	infrastructure (13)
	infrastructure's (1)
	Initial (2)
	initiative (2)
	initiatives (1)
	injuries (1)
	inland (5)
	in-laws (1)
	innovative (1)
	input (1)
	INSERT (5)
	inside (2)
	inspiration (1)
	inspirational (1)
	installation (2)
	installations (4)
	Institute (1)
	instructors (1)
	insufficient (1)
	integral (1)
	intelligence (4)
	intend (4)
	intended (1)
	intensity (1)
	intent (3)
	intention (2)
	interagency (1)
	inter-agency (2)
	intercontinental (1)
	interest (2)
	interested (2)
	Interesting (2)
	interestingly (1)
	interests (7)
	interface (1)
	international (11)
	introduce (1)
	introducing (1)
	invaluable (1)
	invest (2)
	invested (1)
	investments (3)
	involved (6)
	involves (1)
	IPT (2)
	Iran (6)
	Iranian (3)
	ISLAND (1)
	Israel (1)
	issue (16)
	issued (1)
	issues (13)
	issue's (1)
	it'll (1)
	its (15)

	J
	JACK (1)
	Jacksonville (1)
	Japan (1)
	Jasper (1)
	JCPA (2)
	Jefferson (1)
	job (11)
	John (2)
	joined (3)
	Joint (3)
	judgment (1)
	Junior (2)
	jurisdictional (1)

	K
	Kaine (4)
	Katrina (6)
	keenly (1)
	keep (2)
	keeps (1)
	Kelly (7)
	key (6)
	kids (1)
	kind (2)
	kindness (1)
	kinds (1)
	King (18)
	Kingdom (2)
	knew (1)
	know (38)
	knowledge (1)
	known (1)
	knows (1)
	Korea (3)
	Korea's (1)

	L
	laboratories (3)
	laboratory (4)
	land (8)
	landfall (1)
	landowners (2)
	language (1)
	large (2)
	largest (2)
	late (2)
	latest (3)
	laude (1)
	Laughter (1)
	law (2)
	laws (1)
	layered (1)
	layoffs (1)
	lead (7)
	leader (2)
	leaders (3)
	leadership (8)
	leading (5)
	leads (2)
	learned (1)
	learning (3)
	led (3)
	left (1)
	legacy (1)
	legislation (2)
	legislative (5)
	legitimate (1)
	levees (1)
	level (2)
	levies (1)
	licenses (1)
	lies (1)
	life (7)
	lifespan (1)
	lifetime (1)
	lifetimes (1)
	light (1)
	limit (1)
	limitation (1)
	line (1)
	linked (1)
	listen (1)
	literally (2)
	little (10)
	little-known (1)
	live (1)
	lives (3)
	local (9)
	location (2)
	locations (8)
	locks (2)
	long (7)
	longer (2)
	longest (1)
	longstanding (1)
	long-term (1)
	longtime (1)
	look (39)
	looked (1)
	looking (5)
	loose (1)
	Los (1)
	loss (1)
	lost (1)
	lot (10)
	Louisiana (4)
	lower (1)
	luck (1)

	M
	ma'am (2)
	Magazine (1)
	magna (1)
	maintain (3)
	maintained (1)
	maintenance (1)
	major (4)
	makers (1)
	making (7)
	manage (1)
	managed (4)
	management (5)
	managers (1)
	managing (3)
	manifested (1)
	manner (3)
	MANPOWER (7)
	Maria (1)
	Mark (1)
	Mary (1)
	masked (4)
	Massachusetts (1)
	match (1)
	material (7)
	materials (8)
	matter (3)
	matters (4)
	MATTHEW (3)
	mean (3)
	means (3)
	measurable (1)
	measure (1)
	media (3)
	medical (1)
	meet (7)
	meeting (4)
	Meink (3)
	Meinks (1)
	Member (14)
	Members (12)
	membership (1)
	memorandum (2)
	memories (1)
	men (1)
	mention (1)
	mentioned (6)
	mentored (1)
	mentoring (1)
	merit (1)
	messes (1)
	met (3)
	Michelin (1)
	Midwest (3)
	Mike (1)
	mile (4)
	miles (1)
	military (17)
	mind (1)
	mindset (1)
	mindsets (1)
	minimizing (1)
	minor (1)
	minute (1)
	minutes (1)
	missile (3)
	mission (10)
	missions (11)
	MISSISSIPPI (13)
	Mississippi's (1)
	Missouri (6)
	mistake (1)
	mitigate (1)
	mitigating (1)
	Mobile (1)
	mobility (1)
	models (2)
	modernize (2)
	modernizing (1)
	moment (1)
	moments (1)
	moment's (1)
	momentum (1)
	monetary (1)
	money (3)
	Montana (1)
	month (2)
	months (2)
	Moore (1)
	morale (2)
	morning (5)
	mother (2)
	move (7)
	moved (2)
	movement (2)
	moving (4)
	Mullin (7)
	multi-billion (1)
	multilateral (1)
	mutual (1)
	mutually (1)

	N
	Naples (2)
	NAPOLI (38)
	nation (19)
	NATIONAL (29)
	nations (3)
	nation's (7)
	native (2)
	NATO (1)
	natural (7)
	Naval (12)
	navigable (1)
	navigate (1)
	navigation (7)
	Navy (6)
	Navy's (1)
	NDAA (2)
	near (2)
	nearly (1)
	Nebraska (2)
	necessary (2)
	neck (1)
	need (21)
	needed (2)
	needs (7)
	negative (1)
	negotiations (1)
	Nellis (2)
	nerd (1)
	Nevada (7)
	never (3)
	new (15)
	newest (1)
	Newport (1)
	news (1)
	Nicely (1)
	Nicole (1)
	night (5)
	nightmares (1)
	nine (1)
	NNSA (8)
	NNSAs (1)
	NNSA's (1)
	nominated (13)
	nominating (1)
	nomination (4)
	NOMINATIONS (3)
	nominee (2)
	nominees (7)
	non-federal (1)
	NONPROLIFERATION (27)
	Nonstate (2)
	non-state (3)
	norms (2)
	North (12)
	Northport (1)
	note (2)
	notice (4)
	noticed (1)
	nourishment (1)
	NUCLEAR (86)
	nuclear-powered (5)
	number (13)
	numbers (1)
	nurse (3)
	NUWC (1)

	O
	objective (1)
	obligations (1)
	observant (1)
	observe (1)
	obviously (4)
	occurred (2)
	occurring (1)
	oceans (1)
	ocean's (1)
	offers (1)
	Office (20)
	officer (4)
	officers (4)
	offices (3)
	Ogallala (1)
	Ohio (1)
	Oklahoma's (1)
	old (2)
	once (5)
	ones (2)
	O'odham (2)
	open (3)
	opened (1)
	open-ended (1)
	OPENING (6)
	operate (2)
	operating (1)
	operational (1)
	Operations (3)
	opinion (2)
	opportunities (1)
	opportunity (5)
	opposite (1)
	option (1)
	order (5)
	orders (1)
	ordinance (2)
	organization (10)
	organizations (3)
	original (2)
	originally (2)
	OSD (1)
	ought (2)
	outcome (1)
	outcomes (1)
	outline (1)
	outside (4)
	outsized (2)
	overlook (1)
	oversaw (1)
	overseas (1)
	oversee (1)
	overseeing (4)
	oversees (1)
	oversight (7)
	owe (1)
	ownership (2)
	owns (1)

	P
	Pacific (1)
	pain (1)
	paperwork (1)
	parallel (1)
	part (7)
	participating (1)
	particular (1)
	particularly (6)
	parties (2)
	partner (1)
	partners (8)
	Partnership (2)
	partnerships (1)
	parts (3)
	passed (2)
	passing (1)
	passion (1)
	patchwork (1)
	path (1)
	patriot (2)
	patrol (3)
	patterns (1)
	pay (1)
	peace (3)
	Pentagon (6)
	people (22)
	percent (8)
	perception (1)
	performed (2)
	performs (1)
	period (1)
	permit (2)
	permitting (6)
	persistent (1)
	person (2)
	personal (3)
	personally (1)
	personnel (7)
	perspective (4)
	Petersburg (1)
	pharmacist (1)
	picked (1)
	piece (1)
	Pillar (4)
	pilot (9)
	pilots (11)
	Pinellas (8)
	pipeline (1)
	pits (1)
	place (5)
	places (3)
	Plains (1)
	plan (5)
	planning (4)
	plans (2)
	plant (1)
	plants (1)
	platforms (3)
	play (5)
	played (4)
	player (1)
	plays (1)
	please (1)
	pleased (1)
	pleasure (2)
	pledge (1)
	plus (1)
	point (8)
	pointed (1)
	pointing (1)
	policies (4)
	policy (10)
	political (1)
	politically (2)
	poorest (1)
	port (9)
	portfolio (1)
	ports (3)
	pose (1)
	position (15)
	positions (1)
	positive (3)
	possible (4)
	possibly (2)
	Postgraduate (1)
	potential (1)
	potentially (2)
	power (4)
	powered (2)
	pPrtions (1)
	pre (1)
	precisely (1)
	preclude (1)
	predator (1)
	predicate (1)
	predominantly (1)
	premier (1)
	prepared (5)
	presence (1)
	Present (4)
	preservation (1)
	President (19)
	presiding (2)
	pressure (1)
	presume (1)
	presumption (3)
	Pretty (2)
	prevent (5)
	prevented (2)
	preventing (2)
	prevention (3)
	previous (2)
	previously (1)
	primarily (1)
	primary (6)
	Prince (1)
	principal (2)
	priorities (1)
	priority (2)
	private (4)
	privilege (2)
	privileged (1)
	privy (1)
	probably (2)
	probationary (1)
	problem (4)
	problems (7)
	process (7)
	processes (4)
	procurement (1)
	produce (1)
	producing (1)
	product (1)
	production (1)
	products (6)
	professional (2)
	professionals (1)
	profound (2)
	program (16)
	programs (3)
	progress (5)
	progression (1)
	project (1)
	projections (2)
	projects (16)
	project's (1)
	proliferation (3)
	promote (2)
	promoting (1)
	proper (2)
	properly (1)
	property (2)
	Propulsion (4)
	prosperity (2)
	protect (1)
	protected (2)
	protecting (1)
	protection (6)
	protocol (1)
	proud (2)
	prouder (1)
	prove (2)
	provide (10)
	provided (2)
	provides (7)
	providing (6)
	prudent (1)
	Public (15)
	pun (1)
	purely (1)
	purge (1)
	pursuant (1)
	pursuing (1)
	pursuit (1)
	pushing (1)
	put (4)

	Q
	qualification (1)
	qualified (3)
	quality (5)
	question (20)
	questioning (1)
	questions (6)
	quick (3)
	quickly (3)
	quite (3)
	quoted (1)

	R
	RA (1)
	radiation (1)
	radioactive (2)
	radiological (8)
	rails (1)
	raised (4)
	ranchers (1)
	range (8)
	Ranking (8)
	ranks (1)
	rapidly (2)
	rate (1)
	rates (1)
	rating (1)
	reached (2)
	reaches (1)
	Reactors (5)
	read (5)
	readiness (4)
	reading (2)
	ready (6)
	real (4)
	reality (1)
	really (5)
	reason (2)
	reasons (2)
	receive (2)
	received (1)
	recognition (1)
	recognize (1)
	recognized (2)
	recognizing (2)
	recommendations (2)
	reconciliation (2)
	record (7)
	records (7)
	recover (2)
	recovery (2)
	recruiting (7)
	recruitment (2)
	recurring (1)
	red (4)
	redheaded (1)
	reduce (4)
	reductions (1)
	Reed (19)
	referred (2)
	reflect (1)
	Refueling (1)
	regard (5)
	regarding (2)
	regardless (2)
	regime (3)
	region (1)
	regional (1)
	regular (1)
	regulations (1)
	regulatory (4)
	related (9)
	relates (2)
	relating (1)
	relations (4)
	relationship (1)
	relationships (2)
	relatively (1)
	relatives (1)
	relevant (1)
	reliability (1)
	reliable (1)
	relieving (1)
	relish (1)
	rely (4)
	remain (2)
	remains (1)
	remarkable (1)
	remarks (1)
	remediation (3)
	Remote (2)
	removal (2)
	remove (2)
	removing (1)
	rendered (1)
	renourishment (2)
	repair (1)
	repairs (2)
	reports (3)
	represent (2)
	representatives (2)
	representing (1)
	Republicans (1)
	reputation (2)
	requested (2)
	requester (1)
	requests (1)
	require (8)
	required (2)
	requirement (1)
	requirements (3)
	requires (1)
	requiring (2)
	researchers (1)
	RESERVE (9)
	resides (1)
	resiliency (4)
	resilient (1)
	resolve (1)
	resource (3)
	resources (8)
	resourcing (1)
	respect (4)
	respectfully (1)
	respectively (1)
	respond (3)
	responders (2)
	responding (3)
	response (14)
	responsibilities (7)
	responsibility (6)
	responsible (5)
	responsive (3)
	rest (5)
	restoration (2)
	result (2)
	results (1)
	retaining (1)
	retention (5)
	retire (1)
	retired (4)
	retiring (1)
	reverberating (1)
	RHODE (1)
	RICHARD (6)
	Rickover (1)
	riding (1)
	right (22)
	ring (2)
	rings (1)
	risk (2)
	risks (1)
	Rita (3)
	river (14)
	road (1)
	roadblocks (1)
	Roanoke (1)
	Rock (5)
	rocky (1)
	Roger (2)
	role (23)
	Room (3)
	roots (1)
	rose (1)
	Rosen (9)
	ROTC (1)
	roughly (4)
	Rounds (10)
	row (1)
	RSL (1)
	rules (2)
	run (1)
	runs (2)
	Russia (2)
	Ruth (3)

	S
	Sackett (1)
	safe (1)
	safeguarding (3)
	safeguards (3)
	safer (1)
	safety (2)
	sailors (1)
	sale (1)
	salesman (1)
	Saltzman (1)
	Sandy (1)
	Santa (2)
	save (1)
	saving (1)
	saw (3)
	saying (1)
	says (2)
	scene (1)
	schedule (1)
	schedules (1)
	Schmitt (1)
	Schmitt's (1)
	School (5)
	schoolhouse (1)
	schooling (1)
	schools (1)
	science (7)
	scientific (1)
	scientists (2)
	Scott (15)
	SD-G50 (1)
	sea (2)
	season (1)
	seat (1)
	second (1)
	SECRETARY (29)
	section (1)
	sector (1)
	secure (2)
	securing (3)
	SECURITY (23)
	see (20)
	seeing (1)
	seeking (5)
	seeks (1)
	seen (4)
	Senate (15)
	Senator (185)
	Senators (3)
	senior (3)
	sense (2)
	Sensing (2)
	series (2)
	serious (1)
	seriousness (1)
	serve (11)
	served (13)
	serves (1)
	service (15)
	Services (7)
	serving (4)
	set (2)
	sets (4)
	setting (1)
	severe (1)
	Shaheen (1)
	shaken (1)
	shape (1)
	share (5)
	shared (1)
	she'd (1)
	Sheehy (1)
	Sheehy's (1)
	Shelby (4)
	Shelley (1)
	shining (1)
	shipyard (1)
	Shirley (1)
	short (2)
	shortage (3)
	shortages (1)
	shortly (1)
	show (1)
	shut (1)
	siblings (1)
	sides (3)
	signed (1)
	significant (3)
	signs (1)
	similar (1)
	simply (3)
	simultaneously (1)
	sir (10)
	sister (1)
	sit (1)
	Site (4)
	Sites (12)
	sitting (1)
	situation (3)
	skill (1)
	skilled (4)
	skills (1)
	sleep (1)
	slow (1)
	small (4)
	Smith (1)
	smuggling (1)
	softball (1)
	solely (1)
	solution (2)
	solve (3)
	solves (1)
	somebody (1)
	someplace (1)
	somewhat (1)
	soon (3)
	sorry (1)
	sounds (1)
	sources (1)
	South (2)
	Southern (1)
	Southwest (2)
	sovereign (1)
	Space (15)
	spanning (1)
	special (1)
	specialists (1)
	specialty (1)
	specific (3)
	specifically (3)
	speed (2)
	spend (1)
	spending (1)
	spent (7)
	spirit (1)
	spokesperson (1)
	sponsors (1)
	spread (5)
	Springs (1)
	St (1)
	stability (2)
	staff (12)
	staffed (1)
	staffer (1)
	stage (1)
	stakeholder (1)
	stakeholders (4)
	stand (2)
	standard (2)
	standards (4)
	start (3)
	started (2)
	Starting (2)
	starts (1)
	State (38)
	STATEMENT (13)
	statements (1)
	States (19)
	state's (1)
	station (1)
	stationed (1)
	stay (2)
	stayed (1)
	staying (2)
	step (1)
	stepchild (1)
	stepping (1)
	steps (1)
	stimulants (1)
	stop (1)
	stops (1)
	storm (5)
	storms (4)
	story (3)
	straits (1)
	strategic (7)
	strategies (1)
	strategy (1)
	streamline (1)
	streamlining (1)
	strength (1)
	strengthening (2)
	stretching (1)
	strides (1)
	strive (1)
	strong (4)
	strongly (1)
	structure (2)
	students (1)
	study (4)
	stuff (1)
	stupid (1)
	subcommittee (2)
	subcommittees (2)
	submarine (4)
	submit (2)
	subs (3)
	substandard (1)
	sufficient (1)
	suggest (1)
	Sullivan (1)
	superintendent (1)
	Superstorm (1)
	supervision (1)
	supply (1)
	support (7)
	supporter (2)
	supporting (3)
	supportive (2)
	Supreme (1)
	sure (17)
	surface (1)
	surge (1)
	surges (1)
	surprise (1)
	surrounded (1)
	surrounding (2)
	sustain (1)
	sustainable (1)
	swath (1)
	system (3)
	systemic (1)
	systems (4)

	T
	tables (1)
	tackle (1)
	take (13)
	taken (2)
	talent (5)
	talk (9)
	talked (6)
	talking (4)
	tape (4)
	task (2)
	taught (1)
	taxpayer (1)
	teaching (1)
	team (11)
	teams (4)
	Tech (2)
	technical (5)
	technically (1)
	technicians (1)
	technologies (9)
	technology (4)
	teen (1)
	tell (1)
	TELLE (70)
	Telle's (1)
	temporary (3)
	tender (1)
	TENNESSEE (3)
	Tennessee-Tombigbee (1)
	tenure (1)
	term (1)
	terms (7)
	territory (1)
	terrorism (1)
	terrorist (4)
	terrorists (2)
	test (6)
	testify (1)
	testimonies (1)
	testimony (5)
	testing (2)
	Thad (4)
	Thank (133)
	thanking (2)
	thanks (3)
	theory (1)
	thing (5)
	things (10)
	think (23)
	thinking (2)
	Thomas (1)
	thoroughly (1)
	thought (2)
	thoughtful (1)
	thoughts (1)
	threat (6)
	threats (5)
	three (6)
	tide (1)
	tie (1)
	time (26)
	timelines (1)
	timely (6)
	times (1)
	timing (1)
	today (20)
	Tohono (2)
	told (2)
	tolerance (1)
	tomorrow (1)
	Tonopah (1)
	tons (1)
	tool (2)
	tools (2)
	top (3)
	topic (1)
	total (1)
	totaling (1)
	totally (2)
	touching (1)
	toughest (1)
	tour (1)
	touring (1)
	tours (1)
	town (3)
	towns (1)
	town's (1)
	toxins (1)
	TPP (2)
	traditional (1)
	traffic (3)
	train (1)
	trained (1)
	training (10)
	trajectory (1)
	transfer (1)
	transferred (1)
	transition (1)
	transitioning (1)
	transparency (2)
	transparent (1)
	treated (2)
	treaties (1)
	tremendous (1)
	trend (1)
	Tribal (3)
	tribe (1)
	tribes (1)
	tried (1)
	trillions (1)
	troops (1)
	trucked (1)
	trucks (1)
	true (6)
	Trump (7)
	Trump's (4)
	trust (2)
	try (1)
	trying (1)
	Tuberville (11)
	Tuesday (1)
	tugboats (1)
	Tulsa (1)
	turn (7)
	turned (2)
	Tuscaloosa (1)
	two (13)
	types (3)

	U
	U.S (19)
	UK (1)
	unacceptable (3)
	unbelievable (1)
	underappreciated (2)
	undergoing (1)
	undergraduate (1)
	Undersea (1)
	understand (8)
	understanding (5)
	understood (1)
	unequivocally (1)
	unexploded (2)
	unfamiliar (1)
	unfortunately (1)
	uniform (6)
	unique (1)
	United (16)
	units (2)
	University (3)
	University's (1)
	unlock (1)
	unmanned (1)
	unmasked (1)
	unmatched (1)
	unspecific (1)
	untangling (1)
	upgrades (1)
	upholding (1)
	UPT (1)
	uranium (1)
	urge (1)
	urgency (5)
	usage (1)
	use (6)
	usually (1)
	Utilized (1)
	utmost (6)

	V
	VA (1)
	valid (1)
	valuable (2)
	value (2)
	various (2)
	vast (1)
	vegetation (1)
	verbal (1)
	verification (4)
	verify (1)
	verifying (1)
	vessel (1)
	veteran (2)
	Veterans (6)
	victory (1)
	view (2)
	viewpoints (1)
	views (1)
	vigilant (1)
	vigorous (1)
	vigorously (1)
	Virginia (12)
	vision (2)
	visit (6)
	visiting (4)
	vital (1)

	W
	waiting (1)
	waits (1)
	wake (1)
	waking (1)
	want (21)
	wanted (4)
	war (1)
	warfare (2)
	Warrior (2)
	warriors (1)
	wars (1)
	wash (1)
	washed (1)
	Washington (7)
	waste (1)
	watched (1)
	watching (4)
	water (13)
	Waterway (1)
	waterways (14)
	way (12)
	ways (1)
	weapon (4)
	weapons (21)
	weather (4)
	wedding (1)
	week (3)
	weekends (1)
	weeks (1)
	welcome (8)
	well (32)
	we're (18)
	West (5)
	Western (3)
	westward (1)
	wetlands (1)
	we've (10)
	White (3)
	Whitney (1)
	Wicker (53)
	wife (6)
	wildfires (1)
	William (1)
	willing (1)
	willingness (4)
	win (1)
	window (1)
	Wing (2)
	wish (2)
	withstand (1)
	witnesses (13)
	woke (1)
	woman (1)
	women (1)
	wonderful (2)
	woods (1)
	words (1)
	work (33)
	worked (5)
	workers (1)
	workforce (4)
	working (36)
	WORKS (23)
	world (12)
	world's (1)
	worn (1)
	worst (1)
	worth (1)
	wound (1)
	wrangled (1)
	Wright (1)
	write (1)

	Y
	year (8)
	years (30)
	yield (4)
	Yokosuka (1)
	young (6)
	younger (1)





