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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE POSTURE OF UNI TED STATES | NDO-
PACI FI C COMWAND AND UNI TED STATES FORCES KOREA | N REVI EW OF
THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2026 AND

THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Thur sday, April 10, 2025

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m,
I n Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Wcker, Fischer,
Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan, Craner, Scott, Budd,
Schmtt, Banks, Reed, Shaheen, G I librand, Bl unenthal,

H rono, Kaine, King, Peters, Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, and

Sl ot ki n.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: The hour of 9:30 has arrived and
this hearing will conme back to order. W have already had
a classified part of the hearing, beginning at 8 a.m

But at this point, we hold a hearing on U S. |ndo-
Paci fic Conmand and U.S. Force Korea. At the outset, |
woul d li ke to thank Adm ral Paparo and CGeneral Brunson for
t heir distinguished service to our country.

Last year at this hearing, | stated that the bal ance
of power in the Indo-Pacific was shifting in China's favor.
Since then, the Chinese Conmuni st Party has significantly
I ncreased its coercive activity toward Taiwan and the
Phili ppi nes. Last week, the Chinese conducted an exercise
called Strait Thunder 2025A. This exercise denonstrated
the extent to which the People's Liberation Arny coul d
execute a maritime bl ockade of Taiwan and pummel it with
m ssile strikes. As China conducts nore exercises wth
Taiwan in mnd, it also escalates the rhetoric against the
i sland. Last week, a Chinese mlitary officials called
Taiwan's denocratically elected president a "parasite.”

The Chi nese have al so substantially increased their
harassnment of our Filipino allies. China' s vast Maritine
MIlitia, backed by the PLA Navy and Chi nese Coast Cuard, is

usi ng increasingly aggressive tactics to advance its
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expansive clains in the South China Sea. The Second Thomas
Shoal remains a major flashpoint. Chinese maritine
mlitias have tried to keep the grounded Filipino Navy
ship, the Sierra Madre, from being resupplied. Secretary
Hegseth recently visited the region. | was pleased to see
that he reaffirnmed our Miutual Defense Treaty with the

Phili ppines, remnding the world that the treaty applies to
attacks on the Filipino arnmed forces anywhere in the South
China Sea. Even so, it is clear that the Chinese have been
enbol dened by 4 years of weakness during the past

adm ni strati on.

There i s another reason China has becone so confident
inits malign schenes. Xi Jinping has steadily nodernized
his mlitary, and that hardware has nmade hi m nore brazen.
Chi na boasts the world' s largest navy. It also has an air
force that is capable of denying the U S. air superiority
in the First Island Chain. W wll certainly want to ask
about that, gentlenmen. |Its mssile force can saturate our
t heater defenses. China has been expanding its nucl ear
arsenal at a pace that far outstrips our own. Miltiple
STRATCOM conmander s have called China's growh
"breathtaking." In just a few short years, Beijing has
built nore intercontinental ballistic mssile [aunchers
than the United States. Meanwhile, our own nodernization

prograns | angui sh from past negl ect.
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But China is not the only urgent threat in the |Indo-
Pacific. The Biden adm nistration chose to ignore North
Korea. It allowed KimJong Un to increase his nucl ear
arsenal and project his mlitary into the European theater
to aid Vladimr Putin in Russia' s war against Ukraine. Kim
Jong Un has abandoned the goal of unification of the Korean
Peninsula -- and again, we wll want to tal k about that --
and has declared South Korea to be the principal eneny.

The North Korean nuclear and missile arsenal continues to
grow and diversify, with the rogue nation adopting a
strategic doctrine that enbraces nuclear first use.

Kimw Il surely seek renmuneration for his support to
Moscow. The Russian technology transfers and mlitary
assi stance Kimreceives will help himto further strengthen
his strategic mssile forces. The continued denonstrations
of Russia, China, and North Korea aligning and cooperating
shoul d be of great concern to all in the West. This
concern should then lead to action. If we are to maintain
gl obal peace and stability, we nmust continue taking steps
now to rebuild our mlitary and reestablish deterrence.

As | noted in nmy Peace Through Strength report | ast
May, it is tine to make a generational investnent in our
nati onal security -- and | do believe that viewis
bi partisan. W nust be able not only to deter and defeat

the People's Liberation Arny, but also to nmaintain
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deterrence in other theaters. Qur adversaries, |ed by
Beijing, are playing a global gane. W nust be smarter and
nore agile than they are across the board.

Last year, | NDOPACOM s unfunded requirenents |i st
totaled $3.5 billion. This year's unfunded requirenent
list was $11 billion, and virtually none of that was funded
under the full-year CR  This is unacceptable, and al so, |
hope we are going to get from everyone an accurate and ful
assessnent of the various unfunded requirenents. W need
real growth in the fiscal year 2026 budget request, in
addition to a historic defense reconciliation package.

We need nore survivable | ong-range nunitions, nore
assured U.S. command and control systens, and an inproved
ability to counter China's increasingly capable cyber and
space systens. W need a whol esal e overhaul of our
| ogi stics infrastructure and a rapid depl oynent of unmanned
systens. We need a renai ssance in our canoufl age and
deception prograns, and we need a drastic inprovenent in
our shipbuilding. The risk is sinply too high for us to
avoi d nmaki ng these changes.

So | ook forward to hearing our distinguished and
wel | -infornmed wi tnesses and having a candi d conversation
about what this commttee and this Senate and this Congress
can do this year to address these chal |l enges.

Senat or Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman.

Adm ral Paparo, Ceneral Brunson, welcone. Thank you for
appearing today, and pl ease convey our thanks to the nen
and wonen servi ng under your commands and defendi ng us.

This is a challenging tinme for our forces in the |Indo-
Pacific. China is deploying a wide range of mlitary,
econom c, and political pressures against its neighbors
whi | e aggressively challenging Arerica's | eadership in the
region. The United States does not seek conflict with
Chi na, but we have deep economi c and security interests in
the I ndo-Pacific that nmust continue to be protected through
strong deterrence and smart conpetition.

Several nonths ago, | traveled to Guam South Korea,
and the Philippines to assess our posture in the region. |
observed a nunber of joint mlitary exercises, net with
allied | eaders, spoke with foreign business | eaders, and
i nspected our mlitary infrastructure. Overall, | was
i npressed with our progress, particularly the devel opnent
of our partnership with the Philippines and the renarkabl e
ener gi ng partnership between Korea and Japan. These
rel ati onshi ps should inspire us to redoubl e the devel opnent
of networks like the Quad, AUKUS, and ASEAN as we bring

ot her nations into our security cooperation efforts.
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| ndeed, as countless U S. mlitary | eaders and dipl omats
have told ne, the key "asymmetric advantage" our nation has
over China is our network of allies and partners.

Wth that in mnd, I amconcerned that the Trunp
adm ni stration is quickly unraveling nuch of the progress
we have made. Many observers fear that President Trunp nay
shrink the U S. troop presence in Korea and Japan, reduce
our mlitary exercises with both nations, and scal e back
pl ans for our Joint Force Headquarters in Japan, despite
the fact that Korea and Japan contribute significantly to
burden sharing and hosting our forces. Although the
Presi dent has tenporarily suspended tariffs agai nst our
cl osest allies and partners, the last few days have
undoubt edl y sown seeds of doubt about Anerica's stability
and trustworthiness, feelings that would be anplified if
the President decides to reinstate the sanctions after 90
days. In addition to dismantling Anerica's soft power
tools like the U S. Agency for International Devel opnent,
Presi dent Trunp's actions serve only to push our friends
away fromus, and that is not appropriate.

Adm ral Paparo, Ceneral Brunson, you engage w th our
foreign partners every day, both as a matter of diplomatic
| eadership and mlitary necessity. | aminterested in your
views on how tensions with our allies would di sadvant age

your forces and Anerican interests in the region.
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Adm ral Paparo, Taiwan renains the nost dangerous
flashpoint in our conpetition with China. W have seen a
recent surge of aggressive Chinese mlitary exercises
around Taiwan's airspace and territorial waters, and the
world has a right to be concerned. |In several consecutive
Nat i onal Defense Authorization Acts, this Commttee has
provi ded new security assistance tools to hel p devel op
Taiwan's capabilities and strengthen our own posture. In
particular, the Taiwan Security Cooperation Initiative and
the I ndo-Pacific Canpaigning Initiative should enabl e
greater support and training for Taiwan, and facilitate
| NDOPACOM s i ncreased exercises and freedom of navigation
operations, consistent wwth the Taiwan Rel ati ons Act.
However, your comrand has once again had to divert ships
and aircraft for prolonged and intensive operations in the
M ddl e East. Admral Paparo, | would Iike to know your
assessnent of | NDOPACOM s readiness to carry out your
m ssions, as well as United States' broader strategy in the
regi on.

Key to Anerica's success in the Indo-Pacific is the
posture of our forces in South Korea. As | nentioned, | am
encouraged by the recent progress we have seen in the
trilateral relationship anong South Korea, Japan, and the
United States, and | hope that devel opnents |ike these w |

provi de nore opportunities to engage ot her regiona
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partners.

As we do so, we nust continue to manage the threat
posed by North Korea. W know that KimJong Un continues
to view nucl ear weapons as "the ultimate deterrent agai nst
foreign intervention,” and he intends to gain internationa
acceptance as a nuclear-arned state. North Korea's
relationship with Russia also continues to grow, especially
in light of North Korea sending troops and weapons to
support Putin's invasion of Ukraine, and KimJong Un is
|l i kely receiving technical assistance from Russia for
m ssile and nucl ear capabilities. General, | would
appreciate your view on the current threat fromNorth
Korea, and how your forces are maintaining readi ness
t hrough trai ning and exercises with their South Korean
counterparts.

Thank you, again, to our witnesses. | look forward to
your testinonies. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. W wll now recognize
each of our panelists for opening statenents. And Ceneral
Brunson, you went first in the closed session. Wuld you
like to do that again?

CGeneral Brunson: M boss says yes, so | do. Thank

you for giving ne at least the illusion of choice.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL XAVI ER T. BRUNSQN, USA,
COVMANDER, UNI TED NATI ONS COVMAND/ COVBI NED FORCES COVIVAND/
UNI TED STATES FORCES KOREA

General Brunson: Chairman W cker, Ranking Menber
Reed, and di stingui shed nmenbers of this Commttee, thank
you for the opportunity to speak to you today. | am
honored to appear before you for ny first posture hearing
in front of this Commttee as the Conmander of United
St ates Forces Korea, Conbined Forces Command, and United
Nat i ons Conmand.

| would like to take a nonent just to sinply thank you
all for your steadfast |eadership, your friendship, and
your critical support to our servicenenbers, their
famlies, our civilians, and the contractors who support us
around the globe. But | especially want to thank you for
your continued tinme and attention to the people of the
Republic of Korea and the soldiers, sailors, airnen,
GQuar di ans, and Marines who serve there on the peninsul a.

I would also like to thank the Korean people right now
for their continued resilience through chall enges and hard
times. | would like to thank themfor their dedication to
our alliance, and I would also like to thank themfor their
conti nued provision of an environnent that allows us to
build, sustain, and retain the readi ness that we devel op on

t he peninsul a.

10
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In ny career, every opportunity that | have had to
| ead our nation's nen and wonen has been an honor. It is a
privilege to serve al ongside Adm ral Paparo, our friends,
our partners and allies in the region, working to
strengthen our ties to further security, freedom and
prosperity anongst the nations. For over 75 years, we have
I nvested our national treasure in the Republic of Korea,
and remain the last U S. fighting force on the continent of
Asi a.

The return on investnent of U S. forces being
stationed in Korea is not nmeasured only in dollars but in
terns of access, forward-basing, and during partnerships
and deterrence. In 2024, the DPRK focused on advanci ng
their cruise mssile and Hypersonic dide Vehicle research
and devel opnent prograns, |aunching 47 ballistic mssiles
with 1 failed satellite launch attenpt. KimJong Un al so
has two highly publicized visits to nuclear sites, and over
t he past year and a half, DPRK has exported nunitions and
troops to support Russia, denonstrating the ability to
provi de external support while simultaneously advancing
donmestic capabilities.

In the comng year we expect the DPRK to further
devel op hypersonic and Multiple I ndependently Targetable
Reentry Vehicle, MRV, capabilities to conplete his 8th

Party Congress goals. KimJong Un's | eadership has shifted
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focus fromreunification to declaring sovereignty. This
change i s evidenced by the hardening of DPRK s southern
border, the rejection of reunification discussions, and the
destruction of unification nonunents and buil di ngs.

The DPRK continues to build its nucl ear weapons
programnms, and boasts a Russi an-equi pped, augnented,
nodernized mlitary force of over 1.3 mllion personnel.

Lastly, DPRK s cyber threat is increasingly
sophi sticated, as denonstrated by the recent theft of
approximately $1.5 billion in cryptocurrency.

In contrast to that, | would speak to the ROK-U. S. -
Japan trilateral efforts, which are bearing nmuch fruit, not
only in ballistic mssile defense but in training and
r eadi ness devel oped on the peninsul a.

I thank you all for allowing nme again to appear before
you. | look forward to your questions, and thank you.

[ The prepared statenent of CGeneral Brunson follows:]
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Chai rman W cker:

TP One

Thank you, General.
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL SAMUEL J. PAPARO JR., USN
COMWANDER, UNI TED STATES | NDO- PACI FI C COMVAND

Adm ral Paparo: Chai rman W cker, Ranki ng Menber Reed,
and di stingui shed nenbers of the Commttee, thanks very
much for the opportunity to appear.

Wth nme, over ny right shoulder, is United States
| NDOPACOM Seni or Enlisted Leader, Fleet Master Chief
Speci al Qperations Dave Isom This is his last hearing.

He is retiring after 38 years of selfless service as a SEAL
and Special Operator.

Speaki ng of asymmetric advant ages, the NCO Corps of
the United States of Anerica is one of the Joint Force's
absol ute asymmetric advantages. Fleet Isoms |eadership in
this critical duty has been exenplary. It has been
I ndi spensable to my own transition as the Commander of
USI NDOPACOM  He has been indi spensable to ne personally.
| honor his service.

In a region that is honme to over half the Earth's
surface and half the operational joint force, | NDOPACOM
faces a confluence of challenges. China' s unprecedented
aggression and mlitary nodernization poses a series threat
to the honel and, our allies, and our partners. In 2024,

t he People's Liberation Arny denonstrated grow ng
capabilities through persistent pressure operations, wth

mlitary pressure agai nst Taiwan increasing by 300 percent.
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China's increasingly aggressive actions near Taiwan are not
just exercise. They are rehearsals. And while the PLA
attenpts to intimdate the people of Taiwan and denonstrate
coercive capabilities, these actions are backfiring,
drawi ng i ncreased gl obal attention and accel erating

Tai wan's own defense preparations.

As Ceneral Brunson said, North Korea's devel opnent of
advanced nucl ear weapons and ballistic mssiles pose a
direct threat to our honeland and our allies, and are
executing a deepeni ng cooperation with Russia.

Russia's growing mlitary cooperation with China adds
anot her | ayer of conplexity, creating a conpounded
chall enge with a deepeni ng cooperation anong Chi na, Russi a,
and North Korea, and China's and Russia's Pacific fleet is
a gromh enterprise.

USI NDOPACOM deters these chal | enges to regi onal
stability in conpetition and crisis while maintaining the
availability to prevail, but that margin is eroding, as the
Chai rman and Ranki ng Menber have di scussed.

In 2024, we conducted 120 joi nt exercises, anong them
20 major joint exercises, including not just the U S. Joint
Force but allies and partners. W continue to strengthen
the relationship with Japan, South Korea, Australia, the
Phi l'i ppi nes, India, Taiwan. he ASEAN nations, Pacific

I sl and countries, and, in fact, European partners are
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active in the theater.

As the first priorities, we nust be dom nant in space
an across the information environnent, |everaging
capabilities to counter the PRC s command, control,
intelligence, surveillance, reconnai ssance, and targeting
conplex. This will enable us to gain a non-Ilinear
advant age over potential adversaries, in fact, to maintain
and i ncrease the non-linear advantage.

To mai ntain credi ble deterrence, | NDOPACOM require
addi ti onal sustained investnent in |ong-range survivable
fires, in integrated air and mssile defense, in force
sustai nnent, wth an enphasis on autonony and Al-driven
syst ens.

China is outproducing the United States in air,
mssile, maritinme, and space capability and accel erating
these. | remain confident in our deterrence posture, but
the trajectory nust change. The Pacific Deterrent
Initiative should counter the China threat by investing in
key readi ness and capability which would, in fact, if
funded, advance the intent of this initiative and deliver
maj or posture inprovenent. Deterrence renains our highest
duty. However, that nmust be backed up by the real
capability to prevail in conbat.

The Joint Force remains confident, resolute, and

determ ned to prevail.
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Thank you for your attention.

forward to the questions.

17

Thank you. | | ook

[ The prepared statenent of Adm ral Paparo foll ows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you both for your testinony
and for your service. Let's start with General Brunson.
Just quickly yes or no. North Korea continues to expand
Its nucl ear weapons arsenal. Correct?

General Brunson: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: And they continue to expand their
delivery systens of nuclear weapons. |Is that correct?

General Brunson: Yes, sir.

Chairman Wcker: Okay. You know, you never know
whet her to believe what you read in the newspapers and see
on the nedia, but there are reports that sonme mdl eve
officials in the Pentagon are considering reduci ng our
mlitary presence on the Korean Peninsula to focus instead
on the China threat in defense of the U S. honeland. If
our strategy in Korea is to deter war and win it if we have
to, would that be a good or bad idea?

General Brunson: Senator, Chairman, to reduce the
force becones problematic, and I will not speak to policy.
But what we do provide there, sir, is the potential to
| npose costs in the East Sea to Russia, the potential to
| npose costs in the West Sea to China, and to continue to
deter against North Korea as it currently stands. | am
trying to focus right now on the capabilities necessary to
do all those things, that we m ght participate routinely in

the campaign that ny boss is fighting, which is to prepare,
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deter, and then prevail in conflict, should it conme. But
the forces in Korea play an inportant role. 1In over 75
years they have done the sane.

Chairman Wcker: Admral, a significant reduction of
our mlitary presence on the Korean Peninsula, good or bad?

Adm ral Paparo: Inherently it would reduce our
ability to prevail in conflict.

Chai rman Wcker: And for both of you, would a
conflict on the Korean Peninsula likely involve China?

Adm ral Paparo: M belief is that there would be a
risk that it would involve China and woul d have to be
conducted carefully if it were so. And so that risk has
got to drive our cal culus.

Chai rman Wcker: And Ceneral Brunson?

General Brunson: Sir, our preparedness woul d prevent
themfromentering in any conflict, because of the
potential to take themoff their own party goals.

Chai rman Wcker: GCkay. Wo wants to take the
guestion about the air superiority of the PRC over ours in
that theater?

Adm ral Paparo: Chairnman, the People's Republic of
Chi na have an order of battle of 2,100 fighters, an order
of battle of over 200 H 6 bonbers, and they are producing
fighters at a rate of 1.2 to 1 over the United States.

Furthernore, their advanced |ong-range air-to-air mssiles

19
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al so present a trenmendous threat. |f you do not hold the
hi gh ground along the first island chain you are vastly
limted in your ability to operate. | think everybody
knows the inportance of the high ground. So ceding air
superiority is not an option if we intend to maintain
capabi l ity agai nst our adversaries and the ability to
support our allies.

Chairman Wcker: Admral, is it a fact that China is
now capabl e of denying U. S. air superiority in the first
i sl and chai n?

Adm ral Paparo: Yeah, | give themhigh nmarks in their
ability to do that. | have sone gane, too. And air
suprenmacy is the conplete mastery of the air. Neither side
will enjoy that. But it will be ny job to contest air
superiority, to protect those forces that are on the first
i sl and chain, such as 3rd Marine Expeditionary Force, and
al so to provide windows of air superiority in order to
achi eve our effects.

Chai rman Wcker: Admiral, KimJong Un is not
notivated by charity in hel ping Russia in Ukraine. Wat
does he expect back? What is he likely to get back?

Adm ral Paparo: Chairman, he expects concessions. He
Is doing it order to gain concessions, and those
concessi ons woul d be noderni zation of their air defenses,

specifically the M G 29, the SU 27, advanced heal th of
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their surface-to-air mssiles, quieting technology for
their submarines, additional help in order to instantiate a
ballistic mssile submarine, as well, and then likely
propul sion hel p and potentially even help with the reentry
vehicles for their burgeoning nucl ear program

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. Thank you. W will take
another round. Let ne just make sure that people
under stand Ceneral Brunson. You are USA Commander, United
Nati ons Command, Conbi ned Forces Command, and United States
Forces Korea. You do not answer at all to the United
Nat i ons headquartered in New York Cty, do you?

CGeneral Brunson: No, sir. Those authorities go
through the Chairman to the Secretary of Defense and then
on to the President.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. Totally different
organi zation. Thank you very nuch, and the distinguished
Ranki ng Menber is recogni zed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman.
First, et nme begin by thanking the Command Master Chief
for his dedicated service to the nation. Thank you, Chief.
And | et nme associate nyself with Admral Paparo's comrent
that our asymmetric advantage, one of the keys is our
nonconm ssi oned officers.

General Brunson, you have indicated the inportance of

our forces on the Korean Peninsula. Can also el aborate on
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t he support and the magnitude of the burden-sharing that
t he Sout h Koreans contribute to us?

General Brunson: Yes, Senator Reed. So first | would
like to say that forward presence provides unmatched
access, unmatched deterrence, at mninmal cost conparatively
speaki ng, by other forces that are stationed forward. W
recently received help fromthe Departnment of Defense with
our tour nornalization, which brings tours in Korea on part
wi th other OCONUS | ocations, which changes our exposure to
the regi on and our understandi ng of the adversaries
t her ei n.

I would also say that 2,100 U S. conpani es have ties
to the Republic of Korea. That is 450,000 jobs that are a
part of that. That is a piece that |I think is critical to
know and under st and.

And | would also say that we receive about half a
billion dollars a year in Korean-rel ated construction.

That builds the brand-new school on Pyeongtaek at Canp
Hunphreys, that builds additional towers to house our
famlies in quality housing, that also builds SCIFs for us
right now in the Republic of Korea that we m ght be able to
do the inmportant work to stay tied to | NDOPACOM

| would also like to say that in kind, the overal
contribution in the past fiscal year was about 1.4 trillion

won, which works out to be close to a billion dollars'
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wort h of support that we receive in kind.

I would al so nention the continued and grow ng
mai nt enance repair and overhaul facilities that exist on
t he East Sea and the West Sea, that we have utilized nost
recently to bring the Wally Schirra back out of an
overhaul, and | ooking better than ever. The Cesar Chavez
al so visited recently.

But there is a lot that we get. Sone of it is fiscal
and nonetary. Qhers of it is materiel that is
i rrepl aceabl e.

Senator Reed: All right, General Brunson, again, in
previ ous National Defense Authorization Acts we have
establ i shed a manpower floor of 28,500 troops as a
denmonstration of our unwavering conmtnment to the U S. -
Republic of Korea alliance, and al so the strategic reasons
you said. Wuld you suggest we include such | anguage
agai n?

General Brunson: Yes, sir.

Senator Reed: Thank you. And Adm ral Paparo, can you
gi ve us your perception, as the overall conmander, of the
val ue of the South Korean forces to us and the presence of
our troops on the peninsula, together with the
contributions they are naking, the South Koreans.

Adm ral Paparo: Ranking Menber, in addition to the

el ements | aid out by General Brunson, Korea nakes
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significant contributions outside the Korean Peninsula, and
that is in their participation in nmultilateral exercises,

i ncl uding Pacific partnership anong nany others. And so in
the ability of that force to deter conflict, the ability of
that force to avoid fromhaving two conflicts at once, by
dint of the strength of the capability, and by what they
are doing in the trilateral relationship wth Japan, that
growing trilateral relationship with Japan, and on their
path to becone a gl obal pivotal state, they are a key
partner in the Western Pacific, with a purview that goes
far beyond just the Korean Peninsul a.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, sir. | nentioned
I n ny opening statenent that currently you have forces that
have transferred into CENTCOM the Carl Vinson carrier
group. Open sources suggest six B-2 bonbers, Diego Garcia
wi th supplenentary tankers. What effect do these have on
your capabilities?

Adm ral Paparo: Presently, for Carl Vinson, we do
have George Washi ngton com ng out of Yokosuka very shortly,
and Nimtz is at sea. But we have to maintain a high state
of indications and warning so that we can get those forces
back if there is a crisis with greater exigence than there
Is one in the CENTCOM AOR. And | owe the Secretary and the
Presi dent constant vigilance on this, and a constant

awar eness of that force's ability to FLET, which is a sign
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to USI NDOPACOM its Carl Vinson strike group, and a Patri ot
battalion if need be they return to the | NDOPACOM t heat er
for a higher priority threat.

Senat or Reed: Thank you very much, gentlenmen. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed. Senator
Cot t on.

Senator Cotton: GCentlenen, welcone back. Admral,
let's take a step back to first principles. W have talked
a lot here about the threat that China poses Tai wan and
what you are doing to try to address that threat. | would
li ke you to explain why that threat is so severe. Sone
peopl e m ght | ook at the map and say, well, Taiwan is a
small island, and it is really far fromus, and it is
really close to them and China has marched into Tibet in
t he past, and they have marched into Hong Kong in the past,
and that was bad, and they should not have done those
things. But it did not lead to a Wrld War, and it did not
| ead to a Great Depression.

On the other side you have got one of your ancestors,
so to speak, Douglas MacArthur, who said at the dawn of the
Korean War that "the dom nation of Taiwan by an unfriendly

power woul d be a disaster of utnost inportance to the

United States.” He was speaking then, as we do today, of
Communi st China. lan Easton, a Naval War Col | ege professor
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and one of the mlitary's | eading experts on Taiwan, says
that "it's possible that the Chinese invasion of Taiwan
woul d cause a 21st century version of the G eat
Depression.” And the faned investor, Ken Giffin, put it
nore bluntly: "It's an imedi ate G eat Depression.”

So why is it that Taiwan is different? Wy is Taiwan
such a hot flashpoint? Wy could it |lead not only to a
catastrophic war but also a gl obal G eat Depression? Wy
shoul d Americans care about an island on the other side of
t he worl d?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Cotton, that |ast point is
quite salient. Many a research organi zati on postul ate that
conflict in the Western Pacific over the Taiwan gquestion
would result in a 25 percent GDP contraction in Asia, and a
knock-on effect of 10 to 12 percent GDP reduction in the
United States of Anerica, with unenploynent spiking 7 to 10
poi nts above base, and likely 500,000 excess depths of
despair above base, as well.

And this is just the inportance of the regional
stability to the world econony and its effect on people's
lives. And this is viewed as a function of freedom of
navigation. It is a function of the world dependency on
sem conduct or s.

In the longer term for the United States, our

strategic center of gravity is our network of alliances and
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partners. The sumtotal of 350 mllion peoples' talent,
130 mllion Japanese, 130 million Filipinos, 25 mllion
Australians, not to nention 500 mllion in Europe, as well
as partners across the gl obe.

The knock-on effect of the brittleness of that network
of alliances and partnerships neans that sonme of the states
could confer and submt to the PRC s node of exploitation
enroute to their |ong-range goal of setting the rules of
the world and reaping the benefits of that.

And then finally, sone nations in the area of
responsibility will submt, but others it would never
happen, just because of the historic tensions. And in that
case, the proliferation question cones to mnd, with
nucl ear-arned states that are treaty allies with the United
States, and mninmal warning for |aunch anong those nucl ear
states. It is a vital interest for the United States.

My job is to have a force ready to nake those choi ces.
You know, | don't make the choices on whether or not it is
I mportant or not. | amexplicating howit is. And ny job
is to present those options to the commander in chief to be
ready to fight and w n.

Senator Cotton: And to be clear, a lot, of not all of
t hose consequences, would foll ow whatever the outcone of a
conflict over Taiwan, whether China succeeds in going for

the jugular or fails, or there is sonme kind of indecisive
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outconme. Sinply having the conflict over Taiwan, which is
such a center of gravity in the nodern econony, could |ead
to many of the consequences you just outlined.

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir. | cannot quote the source.
| will later. But nost of the things | have studied
i ndi cate that Anmerican intervention would have that inpact.
A successful American intervention would potentially do so.
So still a grave result, but half as grave with savings of
a lot of human m sery.

Senator Cotton: So the key then is to prevent the war
from happening in the first place. W do not want to be in
a situation where we have to win a war over Taiwan. W
want to stop it from happening, and the way to do that is
through strong mlitary and resolute, confident |eadership.

What do you need nost, that you do not have right now,
to deter that conflict from happening in the first place?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, counter-C5lSR capabilities
I n cyber, space, counterspace, to ensure that the United
States can see, understand, decide, act, assess, |learn
faster than the PRC can, to enhance our ability to blind,
to deceive, and to destroy the adversary's ability to see
and sense. And then, in addition, the requirenent to
effect those long-range fires and effects that nmake the
Joint Force effective in attacking centers of gravity, the

platformthat they ride on, the sustainnent that sustains
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them absolutely key and critical foundation. And then the
critical infrastructure across the theater that enables the
force to reach the principles of expanded nmaneuver and puts
geography on our side, which it is.

Senator Cotton: Thank you.

Senator Fischer: [Presiding.] Thank you, Senator
Cotton. Senator Hirono, you are recogni zed.

Senator H rono: Thank you. Welcone Adm ral Paparo.

It is always good to see you. Thank you for your
| eader shi p.

VWi | e successive admi nistrations have identified China
as the pacing threat and the Indo-Pacific as the priority
theater, you still identified $11 billion in unfunded
priorities this past year. You tal ked about just now the
| nportance of deterrence, because a conflict over Taiwan
woul d have nmssive negative effects. |Is sonme of this $11
billion having to do with the deterrence that you tal ked
about regarding Tai wan?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, Senator Hirono, thank you
Absolutely right. Deterrence nust be backed up by the rea
capability to fight and win. The United States of America
enj oys key advantages in space, counterspace, command and
control between the Karman |line and the surface, and
under sea dom nance. But that margin is shrinking, and we

must regain the margin and increase the margin. And that
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ability to fight and win is what will make sure that our
adversaries do not execute any aggression to do so.

Senator H rono: \What would happen if this very large
funding gap is not addressed in this year's NDAA?

Adm ral Paparo: The trajectory that | am di scussing
continues. The Joint Force has an eroded capability to
prevail. It manifests itself in |ost people, in |ost
capability, in lost noney, and in lost tine, and it confers
to the confidence of the PRC and inherently erode
deterrence as they see, nore and nore, they see the
potential of their prevailing in the conflict thensel ves
and achieving their goals by aggression.

Senator H rono: Admral Paparo, by the way, thank you
for explaining to this Conmttee the inportance of the
Tai wan situation, because often | get asked, why shoul d our
country care about Taiwan, so thank you for that.

Regardi ng the dismantling of USAID and the inpacts on
us, whenever the United States creates a void, such as by
ending foreign aid such as through USAID, it has an i npact
on our asymetric advantage, which al so includes our
partners and allies. How does ending foreign assistance
prograns and other regional aid efforts inpact | NDOPACOM s
security cooperation m ssions and the comand' s
relationship with partners in the region?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, those other instrunents of
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national power are very inportant and they are critical to
our ability to fight and win. M understanding is that
USAID i s under review, and | continue to advocate for it.
The | oss of that, the PRC woul d see the opportunity and
they would seize it, and they frequently do. \Werever they
see a void, they fill it in, in order to confirmnore

I nfl uence to their own national power.

Senator Hirono: So indeed if China is our pacing
threat, we know that every tine we create a void in any
part, particularly in the | NDOPACOM area, including, by the
way, providing assistance to our conpact nation friends,
that China just steps right in and fills that void.

Ceneral Brunson, you raised an inportant point in your
openi ng statenent regardi ng North Korea hackers stealing
$1.5 billion, and probably nore, in cryptocurrency to fund
their mlitary. And at the sane tine, the Justice
Departnment has di sbhanded a team of prosecutors targeting
crypto crines. Does that concern you?

CGeneral Brunson: Good norning, Madam Senator. First,
that does not bother nme at all. Wat | amthinking about
is all the instrunments of mlitary power that have to be
brought to bear to stop illicit activity. That is only one
of the illegal things they are doing. W have tal ked a | ot
about what is North Korea getting fromRussia. One of the

things they are getting is the ability to circunvent
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sanctions, and that theft is a piece of that. M am | am
al so encouraged by the fact that we can see what is going
on.

Senator H rono: Do you have an awareness of
Department of Justice's teamthat targeted, basically was
able to prosecute to the tune of billions of dollars crypto
crimes? Are you aware of that team highly successful
team that is being di sbanded?

General Brunson: Yes, ma'am | am aware of that team
However, | believe that we have the instrunents to continue
to proceed to prosecute these crines.

Senator H rono: That is sonewhat reassuring, but I
think that with all of the crines that are going on in the
crypto space, | think that we should not be di sbandi ng any
efforts that we have in that space.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, Senator H rono. Senator
Ernst, you are recogni zed.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you
for being here, Admral Paparo and General Brunson. Chief,
good luck to you in your retirenment. Thank you so nmuch for
your service.

I will go ahead and start with | NDOPACOM Admral,

t hank you so nmuch. As you have clearly laid out for the

Commttee today, the Indo-Pacific is grow ng very
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dangerous. It is extrenely conplex. Qur deterrence
depends not just on our warfighting capability but also on
the ability to sustain our operations. | started ny career
as an engi neer, becane a transporter, and ended ny career
as a logistician -- not a big, sexy topic here in this
Committee, but it is absolutely necessary that we talk
about it. If we wish to win the fight, we have got to
sustain the fight.

So, Admiral, what gaps still exist in our theater
| ogi stics network that put our forward posture at risk?

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator. Significant
gaps in sealift. First, the conbat logistics force in
total is about 60 percent of the actual requirenents. W
account for that by hiring Consol tankers and by
contracting other capabilities. But when the unforgiving
hour cones, the only ships that we will be able to commit
to areas to put into harmis way will be "gray ships,"” and
as | utter these words, 17 of those conbat |ogistics force
ships are laid up for lack of manpower.

In addition, | discussed in the previous conmttee, we
have to have many millions of pounds of fuel, of jet fuel,
in the air for every capability. So our tanker fleet is
bel ow what we need. W account for that for sone contract
air services, as well. But once again, those sane factors

obtain, you have to have a "gray tail."
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And then, finally, just cargo |ift and the nunber of
short tons of G 17 lift. For instance, just having noved a
Patriot battalion into the CENTCOM AOR, it took 73 C 17
| oads to nove that Patriot battalion.

Senator Ernst: Seventy-three.

Adm ral Paparo: Wat is that?

Senator Ernst: Seventy-three.

Adm ral Paparo: Seventy-three of one battalion of a
force elenent. So our lift requirenents nust be paid
attention to. And | share your passion for sustainnment.
That is what won World War |I1.

Senator Ernst: Absolutely. So those |ogisticians,

t he mai nt enance dudes and dudettes that are out there,
wor ki ng every day to make sure that our warriors are able
to fight the good fight. So with that, you tal ked about
contractors, and we use them extensively. But how can
Congress help accelerate the i nprovenents necessary in

| NDOPACOM when that hour cones?

Adm ral Paparo: Well, | think we have got to get at
the problens of why we do not have enough conbat | ogistics
force, and that is shipbuilding, why we do not have enough
| abor, and those are | ooking hard at pay and incentives in
order to recruit and retain those people, rates of
production, and diversifying the tanker fleet is key. And

then continuing on to find alternatives of |ift capability
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that we can order into harms way. And then over top of
all of this, we are incorporating artificial intelligence
tools wth conmand and control tools so that it is not an
on-demand system but so that we are executing that

absol utely indi spensable joint function as effectively as
we possibly can. You know, we are an Al -enabl ed
headquarters, and that is inportant too. But you cannot Al
your way out of a materiel deficiency.

Senator Ernst: Right. | agree conpletely, and we
need to spend nore tine on this topic. But just very
briefly, General Brunson, | apologize. | have got 30
seconds. W rely heavily on allies, neighbors, friends --
they are force nultipliers -- but so do our adversaries.
We have heard that there are North Koreans now that are
fighting the fight over in Ukraine. Can you tell us, what
are the North Koreans |earning fromthis experience, and
what will they take back to your region?

General Brunson: M am | have said several tines
now, in several hearings, that we cannot confuse the
tactical |essons that they are learning with strategic
benefit. Wat we have got to understand is that they have
gone over, they have done sone things, there has been
strategi c novenent, there has been operational maneuver
that they are learning sone things. But it is the

technology that is comng back in that is a threat to the
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Republic of Korea and the world.

Senator Ernst: Wnderful. Thank you, gentlenen, very
much.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Senator
Ki ng, you are recogni zed.

Senator King: Thank you, Madam Chair. General
Brunson, w thout our presence on the Korean Peninsula would
Ki m i nvade the South?

General Brunson: Sir, | would tell you that | do not
beli eve he would. But what | would tell you is he would
t ake advantage of ot her weapons and systens that he has,
conventional, to limt the Republic of Korea's great growh
t hat has taken place over the past 75 years. | think that
if we look at the hardening that has occurred on his border
at the present tine, the fences have been raised, mnes
have seated in the Demlitarized Zone. | think that what
we see is --

Senator King: Wy is he doing that? |s there any
threat that the South Koreans are going to invade North
Kor ea?

CGeneral Brunson: Sir, | think it is as nuch about the
t hi ngs that he has broadcast in open source that he is a
sovereign nation. He is not |ooking to work at
reunification. He has blown up all the means of industry

in the DWV.
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Senator King: | thought you said in your opening
testinony he is not tal king about reunification; he is
tal ki ng about one whole country. Doesn't that inply an
I nvasi on of the South?

General Brunson: No, sir. He considers hinself
sovereign north of the MDL, sir, which he clainms is his
sout hern boundary now.

Senator King: So he has accepted the boundary, in
whi ch case if you testified he would not invade, then why
are we there?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, | do not think it is a
matter of whether he will invade or not. | think that
these intentions to cordon off North Korea could very well
be tenporary. So to say will he invade or won't he invade,
you know, we are tal king about probabilities. Wth the
| oss of the force on the Korean Peninsula there is a higher
probability that he woul d i nvade.

Senator King: Well, that was ny expectation when |
asked that question. | would assune that if we were not
there it would encourage himto take steps to try to
cripple the South.

Adm ral Paparo: | think it is essential. W have a
treaty ally. It is the nunber 10 econony in the world.

Qur econom es are very much intertwined. KJU s intentions

could shift with the wind, and he has built a mlitary that
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is designed to inpose trenendous costs directly on South
Korea. It is very inportant we maintain that deterrence
post ur e.

Senator King: | agree, and to the extent that the
Sout h Korean econony is sonehow affected or dim nished,

t hat woul d be agai nst our interest because of the
rel ationship that we have.

CGeneral Brunson: Yes, Senator, and | m sheard you.

So please forgive ne. But as | nentioned previously, 2,100
U.S. conpanies tied to the Republic of South Korea, 450,000
j obs, as well.

Senator King: Thank you. this is sort of an
intelligence question, General Brunson, but |I know you have
intelligence. | did not nmean that the way it sounded. |
know you have access to intelligence assets. Howis that?
Better, yeah.

Do the North Koreans know the extent to which they are
bei ng screwed by the reginme? W have all seen the fanous
picture of no lights in North Korea and South Korea is full
of energy and prosperity. Do the North Koreans have any
i nkling of the way that their opportunities in life are
bei ng di m ni shed by this regine?

General Brunson: Senator, | would answer that, having
fully listened to the question that | mght answer it

correctly this tine, I would fully answer that by | ooking
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at the forces that they sent to Ukraine, to that fight.
Absol utely died-in-the-wool ideal ogues who are tied to and
believe in that reginme that exists there. | think a great
many of the people are not witting to what is going on
there, but the elites, as long as he nmintains control of
the elites.

There was a recent article that tal ked about the
things that he is doing to circunvent sanctions and ot her
things, to continue to bring |uxury goods into his country.

Senator King: Those |uxury goods do not go to the
peopl e.

General Brunson: No, sir. The point | ammaking is
that as long as he can sort of provide a palliative to the
elite, the other folks will not. There is no way that they
get conmunications in or out. One of the things that was
comng fromthe NGOs going to the north was radi os, and
those things then begat feces balloons and garbage ball ons
back to the Sout h.

So | would say that the rank and file, everyday
peopl e, other than those within his Special QOperations
Units, are not witting to anything outside of their
country.

Senator King: That certainly is ny inpression.
Admral, final question. |If we pulled back in terns of our

support for Ukraine, would that incentivize Japan, South
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Korea, to develop their own capacity, including a nuclear

capacity?
Adm ral Paparo: Senator, | amignorant of the policy.
| do not know the policy that is going on. It is another

theater. But | will say that Russian failure --

Senator King: | amsorry. Did | say Ukraine? I
meant Tai wan.

Adm ral Paparo: Ckay.

Senator King: |f we w thdrew our support from Tai wan,
woul d that incentivize Japan and South Korea to devel op
i ndependent capacity including the possibility of nuclear
weapons?

Adm ral Paparo: M/ assessnent is yes.

Senator King: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chairman Wcker: [Presiding.] Admral, go ahead and
answer that question with regard to Ukrai ne.

Adm ral Paparo: So | amin the Indo-Pacific so | do
not have perfect know edge of the ongoing.

Chairman Wcker: | understand.

Adm ral Paparo: But ny assessnent, and it is, to a
very deep extent, backed in the intel record, is that
Russi an failure and/or Russian success has the effect of
deterring or enbol dening the People's Republic China, and
t hey have al ready taken notice of the trenendous costs that

Russi a has endur ed.
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Senator King: M. Chairman, thank you for that,
because that is a question | would have asked if | had had
anot her 10 seconds. Thank you.

Chairman Wcker: And it only took us 59 seconds.
Thank you very nmuch. Senator Scott, you are recognized.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. | thank both of
you for what you do. Thank you for the nen and wonen you
serve with.

So Adm ral Paparo, how nmuch of your tinme do you spend
trying to anticipate or counter actions by Communi st Chi na?
Adm ral Paparo: Senator Scott, that consunmes ny
duties, which is a constant stare, the constant anal ysis of
intelligence course, of open-source sources, and then the

physi cal novenent on the ground, to be able to see and
understand, to anticipate, and to be able to pace their
actions that |look to coerce Taiwan and to denonstrate the
prospect of settling the matter by force, and nunber two,
their encroachnent on treaty allies in the Philippines as
wel | as encroachnment on partners in the South China Sea,
with their excessive and illogical clainms and their nine-
dash line claim

Senator Scott: And their continuing ability to build
shi ps, airplanes, weapons, all these things, does that
cause you to spend nore tinme and noney?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes. Yes, sir, absolutely. They
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build conbatants at the rate of 6-to0-1.8 to the United
States. And | could go through every force elenent that we
are tal ki ng about.

Senator Scott: Before they joined the Wrld Trade
Organi zation and before we allowed themto basically sel
what ever they wanted to this country, did they have a
mlitary that you had to spend a ot of tinme worrying
about ?

Adm ral Paparo: Just by dint of the weight of the
civilization we worried about it. You know, we have had to
worry about this now since 1949. But it is step-Ievel
change. In the |ast 20 years they have increased their
mlitary 10- to 15-fol d.

Senator Scott: So if they did not have the econony
t hey have, which is conpletely created by selling goods and
services to the Anerican citizens, they would not have the
resources that you would have to spend your tine and noney
to try to counteract.

Adm ral Paparo: The society has grown greatly. That
was a matter of design for the international comunity.

But unantici pated was the aggression and the buil dup that
f ol | oned.

Senator Scott: So your life would be better if no

Ameri can bought any Chi nese product or used any service and

no Anerican dollar went to Communi st Chi na.
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Admral Paparo: | will say that China's inability to
punp resources into its national defense enterprise, which
I's bolstered by its trade position, is a direct corollary
to the success of their business nodel.

Senator Scott: So would you recommend Anerican
citizens stop buying Chinese products and stop using
Chi nese services?

Adm ral Paparo: | would recommend that we build
greater resilience and that we beat them on narket
principles. And so | do not want to go beyond ny remt as
amlitary officer.

Senator Scott: Al right. Let's talk about naval
readi ness and specifically the G 130s. The Marine Corps
and Air Force are 100 percent recapitalized on the C 130s.
The Navy needs over 30 C-130s, and you have to program for
this critical tactical airlift platform The Navy now, |
t hi nk, only has one under contract. Does that concern you,
and should we be doi ng sonet hing about it?

Adm ral Paparo: As discussed with Senator Ernst,
sustainnent is, in fact, what won the Second World War.
That is what our woul d-be adversaries believe and have
studied. And everything that confers to our ability to
execute lift, that G130 is one of a kind. Wth its short
field operations, with its capacity, it remains absolutely

rel evant and i ndi spensabl e today. And we cannot negl ect
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Senator Scott: Do you think there is a role for dual -
use, uncrewed airlift capabilities in a contested |ogistics
envi ronnment ?

Adm ral Paparo: | think, you know, the precept of
unmanned i s never send a human being to do sonething that a
machi ne can do. And so inherently, we are noving in that
direction, and I would welcone the ability to execute that
lift. And it would also give ne the ability to diversify
the places that we do bring snmaller payl oads into
si mul taneously snal | er maneuvering units, and woul d enhance
our ability to sustain by the speed it would confirm

Senat or Scott: General Mahoney testified before the
Readi ness Subconmm ttee that only 13 of 32 anphi bi ous shi ps
are ready. How does the state of the anphibious fl eet
i npact your ability to do your job?

Adm ral Paparo: The anphibious fleet is
I ndi spensable. You know, the whole principle of sustaining
and noving a force, ships exist to nove people, mass, and
energy fromone place to the other place efficiently. And
our anphi bious force is under-resourced and not ready
enough.

Senator Scott: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senator

Shaheen.
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you both for your service and for being here today.

Adm ral Paparo, | think I understood you to say in your
openi ng statenment that we nust be active across the

i nformati on environment. So one of the things that has
happened in the last nonth is that we have stopped -- we
have pulled the plug on Voice of America and Radi o Free
Asia. W had a hearing in the Foreign Relations Conmttee
earlier this year where it was pointed out to us that China
is spending over a billion dollars a year -- billion with a
B -- oninformation systens and efforts to provide ms- and
di sinformati on across the regi on and across the worl d.

So what are we doing to counter that, and how does the
| oss of sonething |ike Radio Free Asia affect our ability
to counter what the PRC is doi ng?

Adm ral Paparo: China and its Political Wrks
Division and its United Front is incredibly active,
effective, and untruthful in the information space, and the
delivery of truthful information, really bolstered by free
speech, having respect for everybody and everybody's
ability to discern truth fromlies, is absolutely vital.

We do have an effort that is where Special Operations
Command is nested within this unit, with their
capabilities, to execute information operations, but it is

focused in the mlitary space as it should be, given the
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fact that we are in the mlitary. But in my opinion, we
must work hard to counter PRC m sinformation and

di sinformati on, and our own principles of free speech
greatly enable us to have faith in people to be able to
suss out truth fromlies.

Senat or Shaheen: And can you tal k about why that
matters when we are tal king about mlitary conflict?

Adm ral Paparo: It matters because in order for us to
achieve the effects of expanded maneuver, our network of
alliances and partnerships is the strategic center of
gravity of the United States of Anmerica. And so,

I nherently, because governnents are accountable to the
peopl e they serve, that public opinion wll have a great
beari ng on whether or not those allies and partners are a
party to enable a coalition, because the bigger the
coalition, the greater legitinmacy, the greater capability,
the greater access spacing and overflight.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Cearly we need to do
better.

CGeneral Brunson, South Korea and Japan recently
renewed negotiations with the PRC toward free trade tal ks
t hat have been stalled since 2012. | am concerned that the
tariffs that have been announced and w t hdrawn, then
announced and wi thdrawn are pushing our allies toward

cl oser trade and integration with countries |ike China, and
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cooperation perspective, do you see any chall enges that
woul d be posed by renewed econom c tal ks between China and
our closest allies in Asia?

General Brunson: Ma'am | will answer by what | am
seeing on the peninsula right now M concerns would be ny
hackl es would raise, if you wll -- and |l wll let ny boss
answer for the wider region -- if we were not continuing to
nove al ong the pathway for the bilaterally agreed upon
OPCOM transfer. |If we were not able to nove on that path
by way of econom c chal |l enges facing the nation, that would
bother nme. |If we had inpacts that led to | esseni ng human
and procedural interoperability, coupled with technol ogi cal
i nteroperability being |l ost, that would concern ne.

Senat or Shaheen: And | think Admral Paparo made a
very good case on the econom c circunstances earlier, in
response to Senator Cotton's question. But | want to ask a
followup on this with respect to the political dynamcs in
t he Republic of Korea, which you referred to in your
openi ng testinony. The denocratic process is playing out,
but we expect an election. And are there concerns that,
dependi ng on the outcone of that election, that it wll
affect our relationship with ROK?

General Brunson: M am the realities of the region,

where Korea sits, the adversaries which they can inpose

47

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

48

costs upon, is going to keep us in good stead, going
f orwar d.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you bot h.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Senator Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairman. And again, thank
you all both for being here. Good to see you again.

So | ast weekend, a fresh rotation of fighter units
arrived at Kadena Air Base, including the 336th Fighter
Squadron from Seynour Johnson Air Force Base. Can you
speak to their mssion while deployed and how they fit into
the | arger strategy, Admral?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Budd, good norning. Kadena
Air Force Base and the wing there is a critical, nobile,
dynam c capability that is just not fixed in Kadena but has
the ability to nove throughout the area of responsibility
under the principles of agile conbat enploynent. And so
this is our on-point contact |layer, inmrediate ability to
| npose costs, inmediate ability to achi eve epheneral air
superiority in the AOR, and it is a foundation on which the
| arger forces that would flowin, in the event of a
conflict, rests. And the Fifth Air Force, of course, is
t he headquarters in Yokota, with the wing in Msawa and the
Wi ng in Kadena, so it is absolutely crucial.

Senator Budd: Thank you for that. And, heaven

forbid, I nmean, we hope this never happens, but shoul d
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deterrence fail in the region does the Strike Eagle have a
role to play that cannot be acconplished by other fighters?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir, it does. And, | nean, with
F- 15EX com ng on board, and what that portends with its
dom nant electronic warfare capability in addition to the
al ready dom nant el enments of range, speed, sensors, and
payl oad of the "M ghty Eagle" -- | ama forner Eagle pilot
nysel f, on exchange -- but w thout being a honmer for it,

I ndi spensabl e.

Senator Budd: Thank for that, and I will swtch gear
alittle bit. Can you both el aborate on the denmand for
Speci al Operations Forces and how you are currently
resourced to neet those demands? General, we will start
with you in Korea.

General Brunson: Sir, Special QOperations Conmand
Korea is augnented within our headquarters by sone very
particular intelligence assets, | would call them that
hel p us to best see, sense, and understand on the peninsul a
itself. SOCKOR is commanded presently by one-star Nationa
GQuard officer. A very capable formation in terns of
ensuring that our partners around the region, not just the
Koreans but all forces that conme to the peninsula to train,
mai ntai n great awareness of not only the region but the
di screet activities that m ght occur should they need to

happen. Mbst recently in the Wst Sea, we were able to,
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during Freedom Shield, conduct an air assault, while being
in the daytinme. It allowed us to take the Korean forces
and bring themto a higher state of readi ness than they had
achi eved previously.

Senator Budd: Thank you, General. Admiral, you have
t al ked about previously being underinvested in SO-. Do you
care to expand on that?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, currently have a
counterterror operation that is ongoing in the South
Phili ppi ne |Islands, QOperation Pacific Eagle. In addition,

t he Special Operations Forces are a critical contributor to
our counter command and control information, surveillance,
reconnai ssance, and targeting efforts. In addition,

Speci al Operations Forces actively augnent and are a part
of our intelligence collection, and this is all
notw t hstanding the immediate ability to do sone of the
nore traditional roles as direction action. So | have been
wor ki ng closely with General Fenton on this to be able to
define to himexactly how much Special QOperations Forces

t hat we have.

But | believe that we want -- well, | know | want, and
we need nore, and | can gain a lot of early |everage and a
| ot of deterrent capability with nore SOF.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Admral. General, does the

i ncreased mlitary cooperation between DPRK, Russia, and

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

China concern you as it relates to containing escal ati on on
t he Korean Peninsula? And if so, what does that nean for
the role of SOF in prevention?

CGeneral Brunson: Well, it does worry ne. It worries
me by virtue of the fact of the things that | am seeing
that SOF hel ps us to see, whether that be with them
operating their own UAS or whether that is them doing
operations in the region. Mst recently, during Freedom
Shield, we saw Chinese ships violate and cone across the
Northern Limt Line in the West Sea, and in the East Sea we
had viol ation of the Korean Air Defense Identification Zone
by the Russians. And seeing themwork together, along with
the information, what was going on in the information
environnment, SOF hel ps nme to counter sone of those things.

Because what happened was North Korea said, "Hey, they
need to stop these illegal exercises, working together with
the U S. and the ROK com ng together."” And then you had
these two other adversaries take actions in the region,
whi ch have to be countered. And | do not nean countered in
a kinetic fashion, but there are non-kinetic things that
that SOF corps allows us to do, that we might counter in
the informati on space and ot her domains to continue on with
our m ssion.

Senat or Budd: Thank you bot h.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Budd. Senator
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Kai ne.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you, M. Chair, and thanks to
our witnesses. Admral Paparo, | would like to direct this
guestion to you. The discussion has had an awful |ot, as
it should, about North Korea, about China. | want to ask
you about the cooperation that we are seeing sonme of our
adversari es engage in.

So in the | NDOPACOM tal k about joint activities
bet ween Russi a, China, and North Korea and the grow ng
cl oseness of the relationship and the threats that pose to
the work that we do with our allies.

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator Kaine. It is a
transactional synbiosis where each state fulfills the other
state's weakness to nmutual benefit of each state. You
know, a for-instance is that China has provided 70 percent
of the machine tools and 90 percent of the |egacy chips
t hat have enabled Russia to rebuild its war nmachine. And
then comng back to China is potentially submarine quieting
hel p as well as other help in sone of the areas where
Russia i s strong.

In addition, you have North Korea that are sending
t housands, maybe hundreds of thousands of artillery shells
and thousands of KN-24 short-range mssiles to Russia wth,
as General Brunson said, the expectations of concessions

com ng back in the formof air defense, surface-to-air
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mssile help, quieting, help with their Kilo submarine
fleet, and so forth.

And then finally, in the physical space, this | ast
sumrer, a saw the | ongest-range joint patrol of PLA navy
and Russian Pacific fleet formation in the Bering Sea. And
so they are deepening their ability to operate together,
and they are denonstrating that by going further afield and
I n bigger formations.

Senator Kaine: Quickly, I just would like to ask for
your inpression of the inportance of AUKUS franmework in the
| ndo- Paci fi c.

Adm ral Paparo: AUKUS is going to confer a
gener ati onal advantage on both countries, but | cherish the
advantage it confers on the United States of America. So |
will say, first of all, the ability to operate out of
Stirling, in Submarine Rotational Force West in Stirling,
gives the Anerican submarine force an Indian OQcean port.

It gives us the ability to range the Indian GCcean w t hout
limtation in the Straits of Ml acca, the Lonbok or the
Sunda Strait. It is a straight shot to the South China
Sea, closer and faster than Hawaii; San Di ego; Bangor,

Mai ne. And then Australia's contribution into the defense
i ndustrial base, a $3 billion investnent in the submarine
def ense industrial base.

Senator Kai ne: Yeah, and i nmagi ne Congress having that
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Australian workforce. It would be a very tough discussion
her e.

Adm ral Paparo: It would be worth it.

Senator Kaine: It would be worth it, but the fact

that the Australian Parlianment nade that investnent in the
U. S. workforce denonstrates the degree to which they are
concer ned about Chi na.

Let ne just do one last thing here. | have filed a
resolution, with a nunber of ny colleagues, to turn off the
gl obal tariffs inposed by the President |ast week, which
are now sonmewhat on pause. There is still a 10 percent
tariff. | amnot going to ask you about the policy.

But | just want to point out one of the reasons |
filed the notion. Primarily it is because it is a tax
i ncrease on Anmerican consuners. But | do not think we
should treat allies badly. Use Australia as an exanpl e.
You tal k about how AUKUS is very inportant. The President
has inposed a tariff on Australia. W have a trade surplus
with Australia, not a deficit. W have a trade surplus
wWith Australia. So why put a tariff on their products?

How about other allies? Japan, 25 percent tariff on
Japan. Wiy 25 percent? The neasure of the tariff was not
Chinese trade barriers. It was the trade deficit that we

have with Japan, neasured by deficit in goods. It did not
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add in services, all these trade deficits actually get
narrow because the U S. is such a great exporter of

servi ces.

But even if there is a trade deficit in goods with
Japan, of course there is. W buy nore of their stuff than
they buy of our stuff. Qur population is three tines the
si ze of the Japanese population. So yes, we buy nore
Japanese goods, wth 340 mllion people, than 120 mllion
peopl e buy of American good. So we are going to punish
themfor that? It nakes no sense.

The primary | filed the challenge is because I do not
want to tax American consunmers with a big national sales
tax. But the tariff strategy that punishes allies is no
way to be strong in an international world where the U S.
has built allies over decades, that provide sone of our
greatest edge, qualitative edge, against our adversaries.

So that is just an editorial coment, but thank you
for your --

Chairman Wcker: It surely is. And under the First
Amendnent you are entitled to that. But | did not hear a
guestion so we wll nove along to Senator Duckworth.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman, although
| do endorse ny colleague fromVirginia s editori al

statenment. Admiral Paparo, Ceneral Brunson, thank you for
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bei ng here today and for sharing your assessnent of our
posture, capabilities, and readiness in the |Indo-Pacific.
one of ny major priorities. Everyone knows | am TRANSCOM s
bi ggest advocates, so | cannot go through a posture hearing
| i ke this wthout asking questions about the |ogistical
environment that we will face if our nation's darkest days
cone and we nust fight a war in the Pacific.

Preparing for the difficult realities of |arge-scale
conflict is not only critical for the "Fight Tonight"
scenario but it is also key to deterrence. W nust
denonstrate to our adversaries that we have the capability
to sustain a fight, if necessary, even as they seek to
contest that, to make it clear that such a war woul d be
costly for all of us. And | applaud both of your efforts
to inprove the logistical readiness of the force and with
our allies and partners, but | do think there is nore to
do.

And | amgoing to start off with nedial readiness. W
must inprove our ability to provide |ifesaving care to
wounded servi cenenbers, including to regional hospital
access and effective aeronedi cal evacuation. W have
partners in the ROK, in Thailand, in the Philippines, that
have nedical facilities that neet U S. hospital
certification standards. Those are opportunities for us to

devel op those rel ati onshi ps.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

57

The I ndo-Pacific's vast distances, |ogistical
chal | enges, and maritinme environnment present a nuch | ess
perm ssive environnment for the nedical mssion than the
gl obal War on Terror did. And as | have said before, |ong
gone is the gol den hour, and we nust do conprehensive
pl anning to ensure that our warfighters have foreign
nmedi cal facility access in the Indo-Pacific.

This is why | secured a provision in the fiscal year
2025 NDAA to establish an Indo-Pacific Medical Readiness
Program Adm ral Paparo, General Brunson, as you inpl enent
this program what are the prinmary barriers that hinder the
necessary nedi cal cooperation, and how can this Commttee
hel p as you begin that effort?

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator Duckworth. |
strongly endorse your viewpoint and | also strongly endorse
what is essentially a concept of operation within what you
are saying, which is put the nedical expertise of our
allies and partners to ensure that that can augnent what
our own nedi cal providers can execute.

So one is MEDEVAC capability in order to get to the
| ocation, the agreenents to do so, the ability to practice
and exercise, so it is not the first tinme that we do it if
t he unforgiving hour cones. So | think some of the
barriers are physical, and that is lift, nedical |ift,

MEDEVAC |ift, and then sonme of the barriers are, | should
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say, authorities. And we hope for nore authorities to be
able to broaden our ability to plan for bringing to bear
the nmedical capabilities of our allies to care for the
wounded in conflict. So thank you.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. GCeneral Brunson?

General Brunson: Ma'am one of the things that you
know, and | know you are full well aware of this, is our
health care conmes fromthe community.

Senat or Duckworth: You have the only agreenent in the
ROK, yep?

General Brunson: Yes, ma'am So we get trenendous
anmpunts of care there. Wat we are trying to do at All good
Hospital at the present tine is have greater access to
PROFI S doctors routinely. | need themto be on the
peninsula in times other than crisis or conflict. In
conpetition, we want to bring themto the peninsula, so
that they better understand the nedical | andscape and what
m ght be required of them

We are also | ooking to UN Command. There are several
nations that provided hospitals during the Korean conflict.
W want the Italians to come back with their hospitals
again. W want the Dutch to cone back with their hospitals
again, as well. And those things, we think, we then
provide to the greater | NDOPACOM fam |y, that we m ght be

anot her resource used in tinme of conflict.
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Senator Duckworth: Thank you. | want to pivot to the
critical platforns we need to project and sustain forces in
a contested | ogistical environnent, especially our sealift
fleet. Admral Paparo, do you agree that | NDOPACOM woul d
benefit fromthe ability to surge replacenents of naval
auxiliary vessels or to conduct battle damage mai nt enance
of these vessels within the region, closer to the point of
need?

Adm ral Paparo: Strongly, | urge for that, Senator.

Senat or Duckworth: Because | am concerned that in a
war, naval auxiliary vessels would be easy targets. W are
going to have to fight our way in and fight our way out.
What can we do to help you with that effort?

Adm ral Paparo: Well, as we enhance our protection
capability, we enhance our ability to see/understand the
operational environnent, to build w ndows of opportunity to
execut e sustai nnment capability, you know, nine classes of
supply, nedical, and so forth, in those areas. So first it
Is just the quantities, the quantities of TA/ Kes, Aos, the
guantity of "gray tails,"” C17s, tankers. That is
critical, and then the ability to exercise it.

Senator Duckworth: \What about close sustainnment with
our allies, |ike Japan or the ROK, of those vessels,
because they certainly have the capabilities, especially

the auxiliary vessels.
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Adm ral Paparo: Wen we gane this we frequently rely
on one another to do this. And then while operating at
sea, sonetines, actually, the necessity of having one | eads
us to use a Japanese oiler, or for an Anerican oiler to
refuel a coalition ship. And so we have to be able to sum
all of those sustainment capability anbng us, have the
authorities to do so, so we can turn to it with alacrity.
But | would be nore confortable with our own ability, to
contribute to that effort with U S. capability.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Senator Kaine: [Presiding.] The nonentary substitute
Chair recogni zes Senat or Rosen.

Senator Rosen: Well, thank you, nonmentary substitute
Chair. Thank you actual Chair, Senator Wcker, and of
course, Ranking Menber Reed, for holding, of course, a
really inportant hearing. | want to thank Adm ral Paparo
and General Brunson for your service, for your support and
your care in everything that you do. Thank you. Thank
you.

So |l want to talk a little bit about attacks on
digital infrastructure by the PRC. Admral, our grow ng
concern about the vulnerability of Taiwan's digital
i nfrastructure is highlighted by the frequent attenpted

sabot age of undersea internet cables. These events are
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part of a larger trend of gray zone operations, where
actions short of war, often involving non-mlitary forces
or proxies, are used to exert pressure or destabilize
regions. The PRC s reckless, coercive, and aggressive
activities pose a threat to denocracies around the gl obe,
and its sabotage of those undersea cables has energed as a
particularly alarmng tactic.

These cabl es are essential for our gl obal
comruni cations, transmtting around 95 percent of gl obal
internet traffic. They facilitate financial transactions,
bol ster our security and the security of our partners and
allies.

Admral, while sone experts view incidents |ike the
damage to Taiwan's undersea cables as nerely a test or | ow
| evel enhancenent, others warn they could be part of a
broader Chinese strategy to prepare for future coercion or
even invasion of Taiwan. So given this, what do you see is
the actual threat these incidents pose to U S. nationa
security, and what steps is the U S. taking to effectively
counter these digital threats?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator Rosen, you know, as ever you
are quite astute in identifying this threat. Most
certainly that is an elenent of the intention and an
el enment of the design. They would do so likely with People

Arnmed Forces Maritine MIlitia, which enables themto
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execute this operation wi thout potentially signaling an
intent to go to war, but by weakening the information
enterprise of the states over whomthey are executing
aggr essi on.

And | think, well one, | think the first is the
ability to penetrate froman intelligence standpoint and to
be there in the | ocations where they woul d be ot herw se
cutting those cables in order to deter that activity.
Second of all is the resilience to have ot her redundant
net wor ks that enabl e those states and their partners,
including the United States -- Guam Hawaii, and so forth -
- to achieve what we need to do in the information
environnent, and that is proliferation in low Earth orbit,
and not just one single constellation but nultiple
constel | ati ons.

Senator Rosen: Tal k about how we can hel p Tai wan
bol ster its digital infrastructure. Wat do you think we
can do to help them be sure?

Adm ral Paparo: Yeah, | think training themto be
able to -- | should not say training them but enabling
themto build that resiliency that is required, that if we
are unsuccessful in our efforts to thwart their cable-
cutting that there are other spectra and ot her neans for
I nformati on technol ogy, so they have the proper bandw dth

to prioritize those functions that they have to within that
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bandwi dt h and | atency that you get out of low Earth orbit,
m ddle Earth orbit, anong the nmany comrercia
constellations that are going into orbit.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | want to talk a little
bit about North Korean support to Russia, because we see a
growi ng alliance between North Korea and Russi a,
particularly in the context of the ongoing war in Ukraine.
It presents new challenges for us in the United States and,
of course, for our allies.

So we know North Korea is providing troops and
munitions to Russia, and the partnership has potential to
fuel the conflict and challenge the global order. It
rai ses concerns about the effectiveness of existing
di pl omatic strategi es and economn ¢ sanctions.

So to both of you, the partnership between North Korea
and Russia poses a serious threat to global stability. In
each of your views, how should the U S. respond to North
Korea's mlitary assistance to Russia, and what diplomatic
or mlitary strategies should we pursue to prevent further
destabilization, not just there but within the
i nternational community? General, we will start with you.

General Brunson: Senator, one of the things that we
have to do is what we are doing presently. W have got
forces there, on the peninsula, that can inpose costs on

them W also maintain lines to continue comuni cation so
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that we m ght not have mscalculation in the region wit

| arge, whether that be on the MDL or across the Northern
Limt Line and the West Sea. | think that we have to
continue to try to communi cate out, but make sure that we
are always prepared in the event of a m scal cul ation.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. Admral?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, hundreds of thousands of
artillery shells, thousands of KN-24 m ssiles, and manpower
Is leaving North Korea wth the intent of gaining
concession back. So first, exposure in the internationa
community is one, which is to not be shy about exposing
t hi s naked aggression, using all instrunments of national
power to inpose costs on individuals to build the deterrent
fromthis activity.

And then, as General Brunson has tal ked about earlier,
bei ng wary of what is com ng back, and to be able to be in
generations of overmatch with what is comng back, if it is
submarine quieting, if it is air defense, if it is mssile
technology. But it is an area we need to work really hard.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | appreciate it. | yield
back.

Chai rman Wcker: [Presiding.] Thank you very nuch.
Senat or Banks.

Senator Banks: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,

great to see you again. | enjoyed our visit in ny office
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| ast week. And we tal ked about SLCMN quite a bit. But I
wanted to ask you in this setting, SLCM N, as we tal ked
about, will be one of the best tools to deter China in the
Pacific. But can you talk a little bit about the
capability gaps that it fills, why it is so inportant to
| NDOPACOWP

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator. First, | ama
strong advocate of SLCM N at the soonest possibility, just
because of the doubt that it inposes, the potential to
execute tactically. You know, presently there is a gap
bet ween | ow t onnage and hi gh tonnage, on which the United
States, that gap is a critical vulnerability, from 400
kil otons and below. And it gives us a choice of either
sui ci de or surrender when we have to default straight to
strategic weapons. So it gives us the ability to close
that asymmetry. It al so i nposes doubt throughout the
force, and woul d change the cal cul us of aggression
I nherently, just because of the nature of those weapons.

We use nucl ear weapons every single day because they
deter, and we use them by not using them by having them be
a potential deterrent. And | amquoting Dr. Brad Roberts
on that, who is quite expert.

Senator Banks: Can you talk for a m nute, how does
that affect the Chinese m ndset or decision-nmaking? How

does it deter thenf
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Adm ral Paparo: It raises the costs and the
I nplications of attacking any unit, because it raises the
stakes. So inherently it provides nore stability on each
si de, because there is not an asymetry to exploit.

Senator Banks: As you know, |ast year's NDAA directed
the Navy and the NNSA to deploy SLCM N no | ater than 2034.
That is 9 years fromnow Part of that delay cane fromthe
Bi den admi ni stration saying that SLCM N was not needed. Do
you agree that there needs to be stability and a conm t nent
from Congress, the DoD, and the Navy to SLCM N to speed up

that process and get it here before the 2034 deadl i ne?

Adm ral Paparo: | agree. 2034 is too late. Sooner,
pl ease.
Senator Banks: Good. | agree with that, as well.

Admiral, the Arny says that it will field a | ong-range
hypersoni ¢ weapon with the U S. Arny Pacific Forces this
fall. That would be the first U S. hypersoni c weapon that
we have put into the field. Howw Il this new hypersonic
capability help you deter China, as well?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, the nature of a hypersonic
weapon is to close, in tine, any actor's kill chain, and if
your adversary can strike you five tinmes faster than you
can strike your eneny, then it incentivizes first strikes
with this capability. So, you know, the coin of the realm

in the 21st century is speed. Wo does things faster w ns.
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So the ability to close distance and execute before
counter-fire can cone, the ability to execute and then nove
in order to thwart counter-fire, and your ability to act on
epheneral intelligence for a target, to be able to reduce
that cycle tine fromfind, fix, target, track to engage.
Hypersonic is critical to that, and it is an asymetry t hat
exists right now, and we nust close it soonest with all

el ements of hypersonics, including the Navy's Conventi onal
Pronmpt Strike, which is also not noving fast enough for ny
| i ki ng.

Senat or Banks: Let's talk about that for a mnute.
How nmuch nore will it help you when the Navy deploys its
hyper soni ¢ weapon t 00?

Adm ral Paparo: | nean, it is step-level change in
our ability to gain early | everage in any engagenent and
really any conflict.

Senator Banks: Very good. Thank you. | vyield.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. | think Senator Kelly is
next .

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral, you
were just discussing SLCM and | do understand the need and
desire for a tactical option in theater certainly provides
a certain level of deterrence. | get that. One concern |
have wi th upgrading Virgini a-class submarines with this

capability is how it inpacts the conventional kinetic

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

68

effect of that submarine. Admral, would you agree one of
our areas of overmatch wth the Chinese is in our submarine
attack force?

Adm ral Paparo: | strongly agree, Senator.

Senator Kelly: Do you have any concerns about the
magazi ne depth for conventional torpedoes, if we were to
add a tactical nuclear capability to Virginia-class
submari nes?

Adm ral Paparo: Inherently it would occupy sone of
the vertical launch systemthat would be in a Virginia-
cl ass submarine, so there would be a cost.

Senator Kelly: It would be a cost involved. And do
agree that the likelihood of using a tactical nuclear
weapon is significantly less than the |ikelihood of using a
conventional torpedo?

Adm ral Paparo: Most certainly. There would be a
very high threshold to enploy it.

Senator Kelly: And are you concerned with having to
take Virginia-class submarines tenporarily out of the fleet
and out of the AORin order to refit this capability?

Adm ral Paparo: M assessnent is that there are ways
where we can do it quickly. However, you know, | would
rather not |lose the availability of the platform

Senator Kelly: And how about the anpbunt of security

that woul d have to be put on the ship and how that affects
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the overall operation of the conventional attack role for
the Virginia-class subs?

Adm ral Paparo: M assessnent is we have done it
before. You and | lived in that Navy. And | amin favor
of executing it and noving fast on the security
requirenent.

Senator Kelly: Al right. WlIl, thank you. | do
understand the need and the deterrence factor. | am
concerned that we m ght go down a path and we find out,
especially in a conflict, that, boy, | w sh we had, that
each of these Virginia-class subs were full of conventiona
round. So thank you for that, Admral.

And CGeneral Brunson, there is recent reporting that
the United States is considering wthdrawi ng as many as
10, 000 troops from Eastern Europe, which would signal to
Putin our commtnment to our allies and partners in that
theater is waning. Additionally, EUCOM handed control of
the key logistics hub in southeast Pol and over to other
NATO forces, again highlighting this idea of wavering U S
commtment to our allies.

And to underpin all of this, there are runors within
the DoD that the Departnment will direct a reduction of U S.
presence in South Korea or retask these forces to focus on
the threat from China. So General Brunson, | acknow edge

you cannot comrent on the policy -- | understand that --
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but froma strategic | ens what inmpact would a force
reduction or a retasking of forces have on your ability to
deter North Korean aggression?

General Brunson: Senator Kelly, the 28,500 troops
that we have in the Republic of Korea are responsible
whol |y for preserving peace on the peninsula, in the
region, in northeast Asia. They are a critical conponent
to ballistic mssile defense in the region. They are a
critical portion of hel ping the | NDOPACOM conmmand see,
sense, and understand in the north and to deter a great
many adversari es.

The NDT that we share with Republic of Korea does not
mention an adversary. That has al ways been the way it is.
Shoul d an adversary arise, the troops that are there are
prepared well, along with our Korean allies, to neet any
m ssi on.

Senator Kelly: And do you feel your force is the
right size?

General Brunson: For the m ssions as given, yes.
Senator Kelly: And what do you assess the inpact
woul d be to our relationship with South Korea and partners
in the region if we downsized the force on the peninsul a?

CGeneral Brunson: What | think we ought to do,
Senator, is renenber that there is diplomcy and defense on

the peninsula currently. W share the uni que focus of
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being able to | ook at our partners eye-to-eye. W recently
received instructions to nove assets. W were able to talk
t hrough those things. So we have got to nmake sure that we
use strategic clarity to explain what is being asked of our
f orces.

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you, General. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

Senator Schmtt: [Presiding.] That would be ne for

right now, so |l will recognize nyself.

Adm ral Paparo, it is great to see you. | always
appreciate your testinony. It is very clear-eyed, to the
poi nt .

So | have | ong been very concerned about the Chinese
presence in the Panama Canal and what they m ght be able to
do with that if, heaven forbid, something were to happen
Coul d you just elaborate a little bit on how the closure of
that -- let's just assune that would happen -- the closure
of that or an interruption in it availability, how that
woul d affect the flow of both conbatants and support
vessel s to the region.

Adm ral Paparo: Good norning, Senator. | nean,

I nherently the geography, you know, the alternative being
all the way south around the Horn, that is about a 2-week
transit. Think about how critical it is to get forces on

front, when the PRC s intention is a short, sharp war that
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provides a fait acconpli to the international comunity.
And so inherently, anything that slows us down over tine
and di stance is bad for us.

Now consi der that all of the shipbuilding in the
United States of Anerica is east of the Panama Canal, but
t he preponderance of the threat is in the Pacific. And
that just shows the inherent logic of the requirenent for
t he Panama Canal as ever

Senator Schmtt: Yeah, and | think, yes, the concerns
that we had when it, | think, m stakenly sort of given
away, are even nore concerning now as our orientation, |
think, shifts to the Indo-Pacific in a nore neani ngful way.

Ceneral Brunson, it is good to see you. | wanted to
ask you, and | know that Adm ral Paparo got a question
somewhat related to this, but concerns about airlift
capabilities, and we do not have enough aircraft, and many
of our G 130s do not have the survivability in a contested
environnment. Could you speak a little bit to the current
limtations we woul d have supporting forces in the Korean
Peni nsul a, given our current inventory?

General Brunson: It is just the anpbunt of -- as we
| ook at tipfit flows, sustainnment, and those things that
are required to prosecute, in the KTOit is why we have
begun to nove. It is the recognition of that is why we

have begun to nove with a conbined | ogistics command. It
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is why we have begun to | ook at how can we set the theater
now, |ooking at the stores of nunitions, sone of which wll
expire soon. How do we get those replaced, and in quick
fashion, so that we do not provide drain for sustainnment
things in order to prosecute the canpai gn.

| amreadily aware of the fact that | amfighting
until help conmes. That is what we are expected to do there
nysel f and the Republic of Korea forces as well as the
forces apportioned to UN Conmand. We are fighting until
they get there. So a great many of the exercises that we
do, Senator, are all aimed at understandi ng what nagazi ne
depth needs to be resident on the peninsula, so that we do
not have to count on external support com ng too, so that
we mght not drain fromthe overall effort.

Senator Schmitt: But it is fair to say that a | ot of
t hose plans that are being drawn to account for that are
meant to address the fact that we probably do not have the
i nventory that we need right now |Is that fair to say?

General Brunson: That would be accurate, and we are
chal | engi ng those assunptions every day, Senator.

Senator Schmitt: Al right. GOkay. Admral Paparo, |
wanted to go back to you. | think it is related as far as
mai nt enance and availability and execution in the |Indo-
Pacific. There was recently | think a big wwin for the U S

and our allies wwth the tanker m ssion in South Korea, and
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then we are also seeing this obviously with submarine

mai nt enance in Australia. To you, what is the next big
step? Because you have articulated, |I think rightly, that
speed is going to matter, but the logistical hurdles in the
vast expanse of the Pacific, | think it is hard for people
toreally actually put their mnd around it until you put a
map up, and you see just the expanse.

So what is the next big step to address those
| ogi stical challenges for us?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, first enrich the kind of
work that we are doing in our partnership yards. So beyond
the standard voyage repairs is to do deeper, deeper repairs
for our forward-depl oyed naval force is one step. And then
if we can get into this space of production of that
capability, of enhancing the Korean worl dw de ship
capacity, which is |I think 23 percent of global total is
built in Korea. Japan is 15 percent of gl obal
shi pbuilding. The United States of Anerica is 1 percent of
shi pbuilding. This confers inmedi ately to speed.

So nore nmai ntenance bei ng executed at these partner
yards, where it makes sense, and then the next step, | have
heard a lot of talk about this fromall throughout
governnent, which is to avail ourselves of our partners
uni que shi pbuil di ng expertise, and then while we regain our

own shi pbui |l di ng expertise in the United States.
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Senator Schmitt: Thank you. Senator Peters.

Senator Peters: Thank you. Gentlenen, thank you for
bei ng here today, and certainly thank you for your service
to our country.

Adm ral Paparo, as you know, exercise Northern Strike
in Mchigan brings over 6,300 participants fromall across
the United States as well as our international partners, to
M chigan's National All-Domain Warfighting Center. It is
the | argest training area east of the Mssissippi. |n past
briefings before this Commttee you di scussed the
i nportance of exercise Northern Strike to | NDOPACOM and
particularly our ability to cooperate with our partners in
t he region.

Coul d you el aborate on your prior comments and di scuss
the inportance of Northern Strike to supporting | NDOPACOM s
m ssi on, please?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, w thout giving nore of the
details of what is executed on Northern Strike, it is a key
point of |leverage. And | have this, even fromny
interlocuters, who report that those personnel that
returned from Northern Strike are changed. And so |
treasure it, and I want nore of it, and | want to expand
it, and | thank the state of Mchigan for their diligence
init.

Senator Peters: Well, that is great to hear. | am
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happy to hear that, and yeah, you will know that | am
actual |y cosponsoring a proposal for the NDAA with Senat or
Slotkin to make Northern Strike permanent, and fundi ng
permanent, and | certainly |look forward to working with
menbers of this Conmittee to do that, and your words of
encouragenent | hope will help that process nove al ong.

General Brunson, as you know, Russia is strengthening
mlitary ties with North Korea through a nutual defense
pact, troop deploynents to the Ukraine, and efforts to
noderni ze North Korea's conventional forces. Meanwhile,
China is nmounting a pressure canpai gn on Sout h Korea
t hrough political interference, economc pressure, maritine
di sputes, cyber operations targeting critical
I nfrastructure, and the |list goes on.

So ny question for you, sir, is howis USFK adapting
its force posture or training to counter the hybrid nature
of threats, including mlitary, cyber, and disinformtion
that is now posed by both Russia and China in this region?

General Brunson: Yes, Senator. One of the things
that | believe in the future, whether it is in conpetition,
conflict, or crisis we have got to be able to do, is we
have got to be able to protect, we have got be able to
sustain, and we have got to recogni ze that our posture,
whi ch entails our organization and a host of capabilities,

has all got to be in the right place. Part of doing that
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is by utilizing the assets that are di sposable and the
authorities inherent in other nations that cone to join us
on the peninsul a.

So to sort of keep this clean, if you wll, we are
able to | everage the Special Operations Forces within the
Republic of Korea. W are able to | everage our own forces,
whet her that be a mlitary information support teamthat
operates inside enbassy spaces, or whether it us using
them along wth our J-39, to ensure that we are not only
har deni ng access to ports but we are also testing all our
l'i ne.

As you know, Senator, we fight off of the CENTRI X-K
network. It is inportant that we stay on that network with
cyber defense teans and then encourage our partners to do
the sanme thing, which is what we are doing right now to
ensure that we limt access to our networks, protect our
I nformation properly, and | ook at those whol e host of
threats and how we m ght counter them on the peninsul a.

Senator Peters: Very good. Fromyour perspective, is
there a risk that China and Russia could coordi nate actions
on the peninsula to distract or perhaps divide US.
attention fromother strategic challenges, including Taiwan
or Ukraine? How concerned are you about that?

General Brunson: | am concerned about that fromthe

perspective of how they mght enlist the DPRKto aid in
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some form of subterfuge, nefarious activity, or anything
el se that m ght happen in the region to keep us from
focusi ng whol eheartedly on the m ssion of | NDOPACOM i n
mai ntaining a free and open I ndo-Pacific.

Senator Peters: Thank you. Admral Paparo, Congress
created the Pacific Deterrence Initiative in fiscal year
2021 Nati onal Defense Authorization Act to strengthen our
mlitary capabilities and partnerships in the Indo-Pacific
region. The PD is ained to boost deterrence agai nst China
by investing in force posture, in logistics, mssile
defense, allied cooperation.

Sir, could you share sone specific exanples of how PDI
fundi ng has inproved the U S. force posture or our
readi ness and what steps can we take to enhance or fully
operationalize PDI?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, an exanple is the Joint
Fires Network and our ability to nove fast in order to
execute the fires function anong Joint Fires faster. CQur
mat eri el inprovenents throughout the theater have enabl ed
us to nove faster. And enhancing Pacific Deterrence
Initiative, U S. |Indo-Pacific Command is an advisor to the
process. The services choose which elenents that they do
is Pacific Deterrent Initiative. And as the AORIis 53
percent of the world, alnobst any Joint Force el enent that

is acquired is applicable to the Pacific.
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So nore agency for United States | NDOPACOM and abl e
to close the seans throughout the service, would enhance
the already good effect of Pacific Deterrent Initiative.

Senator Peters: Geat. Thank you. Thank you agai n.

Chai rman Wcker: [Presiding.] Thank you. Senator
Sul l'i van.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Gentl enmen, Admral, CGeneral, | want to first begin by

t hanki ng you for your decades of service, both of you. You
both do a great job. | think sonetines we do not always
say that. The sane with your staffs.

| have shown this chart to many, many, many fol ks here
in the last few nonths. This is the action that is
happening in the North Pacific, Admral, as you know, up in
the Arctic. Very, very aggressive Russian and Chi nese
actions into our ADAs, into our EEZ. And the unprecedented
el ement of this is the joint task force nature. Russia and
Chinese joint strategic bonber task forces last sumrer in
our ADAs. Every sunmer now, |ast 3 years, we have joint
Russi an and Chi nese naval task forces in our EEZ, very
aggressive, pushing out, you know, Al askan fishernmen from
their grounds. So everybody has testified we need nore
i nfrastructure up there.

Admral, you, in a classified hearing, said we need to

reopen this very strategic port, Navy base, ADAC. By the
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way, | did a little geography test. It is over 1,000 mles
west of Hawaii. Most people have no clue about that. It
Is also the gateway to the Arctic. NORTHCOM Conmander has
testified we need to reopen ADAC. The CNO has testifi ed.
Why do you think ADAC is so inportant, Admral?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, it is a further western
poi nt whi ch woul d enable, and along with Erickson, in order
to gain tine and distance on any force capability that is
| ooking to penetrate. Russia's Pacific fleet in Russia
frequently takes that Great Crcle route through Al aska.

Senat or Sullivan: Yeah.

Adm ral Paparo: And it would enable up to 10X the
maritinme patrol reconnai ssance aircraft coverage of that
key and increasingly contested space.

Senator Sullivan: So you testified in the classified
heari ng you think that we should reopen that. Just now
that we are in an uncl assified hearing, do you want to say
that in an unclassified setting too?

Adm ral Paparo: W should reopen ADAC, and we shoul d
enhance the ability to operate out of Erickson.

Senator Sullivan: So thank you on that. It has 3
piers, two 8,000-foot runways, a big hangar, 22 mllion
gal l ons of fuel storage, one of the biggest fuel storage
depots anywhere on the Planet Earth. The CNO just sent a

teamup there -- Navy, the State of Al aska, the Al eut
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Corporation -- and the NORTHCOM Conmmander just reached out
to ne 2 days ago, saying they are going to have a final
report conpleted in the next 2 weeks on a low, nedium to
hi gh reopeni ng scenario. Can you conmt to this Commttee
to work with NORTHCOM Conmander to get that report out in
t he next 2 weeks?

Adm ral Paparo: | commt.

Senator Sullivan: And then you also have plans, with
regard to Northern Edge, in terns of that really inportant
exercise, using ADAC. Can you talk a little bit about
that, to the extent you can in an unclassified setting?

Adm ral Paparo: The United States Air Force's concept
of agile conbat enploynent is the neans by which we achieve
nore dynam sm anong the force. So the Eleventh Air Force
is based in Alaska. That is an assigned force to the
Uni ted States | NDOPACOM

Senator Sullivan: Eleventh Air Force, with over 100
fifth-generation fighters up there.

Adm ral Paparo: The preponderance of | NDOPACOM s
fifth-generation fighters is in Alaska. So we wll be
exercising the agile conbat enpl oynent concept in this
sumrer's Northern Edge exerci se.

Senator Sullivan: And ADAC is going to be part of
t hat ?

Adm ral Paparo: They will operate out of ADAC.
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Senator Sullivan: Geat. Let ne nmention one other
thing. You know, when the President, after his election,
he actually put a statenent out saying, "W want to ensure
Al aska gets increased defense investnents as we fully
rebuild our mlitary, especially as Russia and China are
maki ng nmenaci ng noves in the North Pacific." So that is a
quote fromthe commander in chief.

I know I have raised this with you, but it is alittle
bit of an issue just in ternms of the urgency. As I
menti oned, the State of Al aska, the Al eut Corporation that
is the Great Al aska Native corporation that owns the | and
there, and the U S. Navy were at ADAC a coupl e of weeks
ago, doing a site assessnent. They are going to get that
to us soon. The Aleut Corporation | have tal ked about --
and these are great patriotic Americans, Al aska Natives,
served at higher rates in the mlitary than any ot her
ethnic group in the country -- they would love to do a dea
with the Navy, 99-year | ease or sonething |like that.

But you know who checks in with them once a year,

Admi ral , about | easi ng ADAC?

Adm ral Paparo: | would guess it is not a friendly
power .

Senator Sullivan: It is not. It is a Chinese
shi ppi ng conpany that is certainly, in nm view, a front

conpany for the PLA. So how enbarrassing would it be to
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t he Pentagon or the Navy -- these guys would never do it.
The Al eut Corporation is all patriotic. But let's assune
they were not, and sonehow they signed a 100-year | ease
with a, quote, "Chinese shipping conpany” that is always
out there | ooking at ADAC, do you think that would be
enbarrassing for the U S. Navy and the Pentagon?

Adm ral Paparo: On substance I think it would be bad,
because this is the nodus operandi in the Belt and Road
Initiative. |magine having the Belt and Road Initiative
i ncl ude Al aska.

Senator Sullivan: And one of the nbst strategic ports
in the world.

Adm ral Paparo: Anen.

Senator Sullivan: So we have a sense of urgency on
this, and I |ook forward to working with you and the

Commttee, M. Chairman, on this inportant issue. Thank

you.
Chai rman Wcker: | sense a sense of urgency.
Senator Sullivan: Yes, sir.
Chairman W cker: Senator Bl unent hal .
Senator Bl unenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for your service. Admral, | want to ask you sone

guesti ons based on your extraordinarily inpressive
experience as an aviator as well as conbatant conmmander.

W are building new aircraft carriers, at huge expense.
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Are you concerned about their vulnerability in light of the
I ncreased Chinese capabilities that you nentioned in your
testinmony -- Al, cyber, hypersonic mssiles? M guess is

t he everyday Anerican sees an aircraft carrier as a huge
sitting duck out there in the mddle of the Pacific. Are
you concer ned?

Admral Paparo: It is a noving duck with the ability
to defend itself, unique anong airfields as a nobile
capability. It is not uniquely vulnerable, but it is
uni quel y val uabl e, and the PRC seeing that val ue have nade
it a focus, because they have every other fixed, |and-based
targeting conplete. Its value lay in the enornous variety
and the enornmous mass of fires. So it is not nore uniquely
vul nerable to the PRC. It is nore uniquely threatening to
the PRC, which is why they are working so hard to strike
it. And | hear people say, well, in war ganes we | ose
these aircraft carriers. The war ganes nust have a
terrible Paparo sinmulator, because | am going to put them
into harms way judiciously, and when they can strike, and
it will be ny job to return those aircraft carriers to
their home bases after they have done their duty.

So | amno nore concerned about aircraft carriers than
| am about destroyers, submarines, squadrons, W ngs,
battal ions, reginments. But those fires, the mass of fires

that they bring are absolutely uni que, step-level change
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above any other particular single unit. And you pay ne to
find ways to protect those aircraft carriers, along with
everything else that is in the Joint Force. For every one
maritinme-oriented mssile there are eight others that are
designed to strike |and targets.

And so | note that. You know, this topic comes up
frequently. But you have ny opinion on it, is that instead
of waxing into a culture of, well, we should give up on
this capability, no, we should do sonething about it. And
we are doing sonething about it, and that is well-included
in ny integrated priorities list that | presented to the
Committ ee.

Senator Blunenthal: | think that answer is extrenely
conpel ling, and thank you for it.

Turning to subnmarines and asking the sanme question in
a different form are submarines nore vul nerabl e today
than, say, 3 years ago, 5 years ago, because of those
advanced detection and counterneasures that the China or
ot her adversaries could have?

Adm ral Paparo: The PRCis growing in their
capability on anti-submarine warfare, which I would expect
themto do. | respect themfor doing it. They are nore
vul nerabl e than they have been before, and that equally
confers the responsibility for the conmand, to take the

steps that gain nore margin. | nean, the United States has
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a generational |ead on undersea warfare, and it renains
critical, absolutely one of ny highest priorities.

The i ntroduction of quantum conputing could well
enhance the PRC s ability to flood the zone and to target
submari nes and to take that away. They are pushing sensors
into the sea to find them They are working very hard to
find them and they are working very hard to counter them
| have an equal duty to protect those and to preserve the
unusual , the outsized conbat capability of those
submarines, and | take a simlar view of refusing to quit
on a unique capability.

And on that front, if | |eave the space between the
surface and the Karman |line, our adversaries are going to
flood that space with capability and becone even nore
effective agai nst our submarine force.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, | thank you for both of
t hose answers, which again, |I find very persuasive. W
cannot quit on those weapons platfornms. W just need to
make them nore capable and stronger, and | | ook forward to

wor king with you on that m ssion. Thank you very much,

Admiral. Thank you both for your service to our nation.
Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, all. Senator Slotkin
will beinin just a nonent. Let nme ask you, in a follow

up to Senator Blunenthal's |line of questioning on

subnmari nes, we still need a | ot nore submarines, do we not?
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Adm ral Paparo: | strongly agree. W have to
I ncrease our production rates. W have to invest in the
submari ne industrial base. W have to increase the rates
of the nunber of submarines, and we have got to increase
the availability of our submarines.

Chai rman Wcker: And you had a val uabl e exchange with
Senat or Banks about nucl ear weapons. And | understood you
to say they are useful to us every day because of their
deterrent effect. |Is that correct?

Adm ral Paparo: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: And al so, just because we do not
often hear about this, the doctrine of the United States,
for years, has been not to rule out a first strike. |Is
that correct?

Admral Paparo: | affirmthat.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. Thank you very nuch. Senat or
Sl ot ki n.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you. Apol ogies for being
| ate. Welcone. dad to have you here.

| would just like to tal k about strategy vis-a-vis
China and Taiwan. | am sure you have gotten a | ot of
guestions on this. | amtrying, as the co-chair of the
bi parti san Tai wan Caucus, to understand what our approach
s, given that we talk about the Chinese threat, right, to

Tai wan, we tal k about that we are in a period of
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vul nerability, right. W want to make sure to be
particularly watchful about what is going on in Chinese
mlitary intentions. But at the sane tine, we are calling
I nto question the commtnents by allies and partners, who
we woul d need, | think, in any Taiwan conti ngency scenari o,
right. | think even the Trunp admnistration's interim
Nat i onal Defense Strategy tal ks about the inportance of
allies and partners. And | have seen public reports from
CSIS and others that say that actually if there was a war
with China over Taiwan, if they tried to take over Tai wan,
we coul d not manage that situation to satisfaction if
allies and partners were not with us in that fight. That
we are so far away, the tyranny of geography, what we

al ways tal k about.

And | am just concerned that our approach to allies
and partners is threatening the very thing that | think we
believe in, on a bipartisan basis, on this conmttee, that
we need to have a nuscul ar deterrent approach.

So can you tell ne about the value of allies and
partners to whatever you need to do in that region,
understanding we are in an unclassified space, and the
dependence we have on ot her nations hosting our forces,
all owi ng operations fromtheir land. Can you walk ne
t hrough it, please?

Adm ral Paparo: Senator, good norning. Allies and
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partners have an outsized effect. It is the strategic
center of gravity of the United States of Anmerica. And by
havi ng access basing and overflight with our allied
partners we have the ability to achieve the principles of
expanded maneuver, and that is to have nultiple attack
vectors across nultiple domains. Were our adversary woul d
potentially just be focused on the one point, there would
be threats comng fromnultiple points. It confers

| egitimacy on the force. It confers greater access basing,
overflight, freedom of novenent of the force. And then to
the extent that allies and partners are participating in
the operation, it enhances your fires capability, as well.
So all across those front allies and partners are critical.

You do pay ne to build a plan that does not fall on
the | oss of a partner, but the cost, the bill cones in the
form of people, capability, noney, and tinme. The nore
partners and allies that we have, the less it wll be to
bill across those four domains.

Senator Slotkin: So | guess ny confusion cones with
ny view -- again, ny view as a Senator here -- that this
Administration is inplenenting a strategy of cozying up to
our adversaries and kicking our allies in the teeth. And I
say that as soneone who is a border state and lives right
next to Canada. You know, we can go to a concern in

Canada. The idea that we need partners to nmake deterring
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Chi na af f ordabl e and approachabl e, but that we are going to
attack our allies, put significant tariffs, on again, off
again, on these allies, we are going to humliate themin
public, speak badly and speak ill of them i ncluding
countries we share intelligence with, is, to ne, the nost
strategic thing | have seen in a national security approach
to China.

So for all sonmeone clains they care about deterring a
mlitary threat from China, if your approach -- and thank
you for your incredibly articulate description of how our
allies and partners are the center of gravity, your words.
| believe it to ny core -- | cannot, for the life of ne,
say wth a straight face that for all the huff and puff
this Adm nistration puts on about China that they actually
give a crap about deterring them because then you would
not be alienating all the allies and partners who live
around Chi na.

And | am watching the Chinese put in a base in
Canbodia. Sounds like a terrible vulnerability for us that
other allies and partners are cozying up to China.

So | deeply appreciate the work that you do. W
depend on you. W need you all to do your work well. But
for the life of me |I think whatever bravado this
Adm ni stration has about China, the play is actually being

underm ned every day by the way that they kick our allies
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in the teeth.

| yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Slotkin. That
concludes the hearing. W appreciate the testinony, both
in the closed session and in this open session. And with
that this hearing is adjourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:37 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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