Stenographic Transcript
Before the

COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES

UNITED STATES SENATE

TO CONSIDER THE NOMINATIONS OF:
HONORABLE MELISSA G. DALTON TO BE UNDER SECRETARY
OF THE AIR FORCE; DR. DOUGLAS C. SCHMIDT TO BE
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION; AND
DR. APRILLE J. ERICSSON TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Tuesday, January 23, 2024

Washington, D.C.

ALDERSON COURT REPORTING
1029 VERMONT AVE, NW
10TH FLOOR
WASHINGTON, DC 20005
(202) 289-2260
www.aldersonreporting.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF: HONORABLE MELI SSA G DALTON
TO BE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE Al R FORCE, DR DOUGLAS C.

SCHM DT TO BE DI RECTOR OF OPERATI ONAL TEST AND EVALUATI ON;

AND DR, APRILLE J. ERI CSSON TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF

DEFENSE FOR SClI ENCE AND TECHNCLOGY

Tuesday, January 23, 2024

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services,

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m,

I n Room 50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Jack Reed,
chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed [ presiding],
Shaheen, Gl librand, Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, King,
Warren, Peters, Manchin, Duckworth, Rosen, Wcker, Fischer,
Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan, Craner, Scott, Tuberville, Millin,

Budd, and Schmtt.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR
FROM RHODE | SLAND

Chai rman Reed: Good norning. The commttee neets
today to consider the nom nations of Ms. Melissa G Dalton
to be Undersecretary of the Air Force, Dr. Douglas C
Schm dt to be Director of QOperational Test and Eval uation,
and Dr. Aprille J. Ericsson to be Assistant Secretary of
Def ense for Science and Technol ogy.

I thank the nom nees for their careers of service to
the United States and their willingness to assune these
i mportant roles. | would also like to wel cone the guests
and famly nenbers who are with us today.

Ms. Dalton, | welconme your husband, Jason. Dr.
Schmdt, | welcone your partner, Karen. Dr. Ericsson, |
wel cone your partner, Aaron, your daughter Arielle, and
other famly nenbers, your nother particularly, who are
here today.

Ms. Dalton, you have been nom nated to serve as the
Undersecretary of the Air Force. Your decades of
experience in defense policy, including your current role
as Assistant Secretary of Defense for Honel and Defense and
Hem spheric Affairs and prior role performng the duties of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Strategy, Plans and
Capabilities will serve you well in this position. |If you

are confirmed, you will face a nunber of pressing
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chal l enges for the Air Force.

The service has operated at a high tenpo for the past
two decades, supporting around the clock operations in the
M ddl e East and around the world. This high operating
tenpo has challenged Air Force |eaders to adequately invest
I n noderni zation efforts.

Wth China posing new, unprecedented challenges to our
air power in the Indo-Pacific and energi ng technol ogi es
| i ke hypersoni c weapons and unmanned aerial vehicles
creating new threats around the world, the Air Force nust
adapt quickly to stay ahead.

In particular, the Air Force nust continue to
strengthen and inprove its acquisition systemin order to
field new capabilities to match the speed of technol ogical
change. The next Undersecretary will need to take steps to
ensure that the Air Force has a secure and reliable
i ndustrial base and a trained and qualified workforce.

I would like to know your plans for addressing these
chall enges for the Air Force. Dr. Schmidt, you are
nom nated to be the Director of Operational Test and
Eval uation, or DOT&E. This position is responsible for all
operational and live fire review, testing, and eval uation
activities.

You bring a wealth of experience in mlitary

t echnol ogy devel opnent, having held key | eadership roles at
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Dover, Vanderbilt University, Carnegie Ml lon, and other

Governnent and industry organi zati ons.

There are a nunber of challenges that wll require
your attention within the Departnment. |In particular, you
wi |l be responsible for updating the Departnent's agi ng

test infrastructure and capabilities to prevent falling
behi nd our conpetitors.

Key to this effort will be addressing gaps in the size
and expertise of the DOT&E wor kforce, particularly in areas
such as software devel opnent, cybersecurity, and data
analysis, as well as integrating new tools such as
artificial intelligence and machine learning to help the
test enterprise do their jobs nuch better.

You will also be tasked with inproving the data
avail able within the testing community, including access to
data rights and intellectual property, which are critica
to nore effectively test and eval uate weapon systens,

I ncl udi ng cyber vulnerabilities. | |look forward to hearing
how you wi || address these chall enges.

Finally, Dr. Ericsson, you have been nom nated to be
the first Assistant Secretary of Defense for Science and
Technol ogy, or ASDS&T. This position was established in
the Fiscal Year 2023 National Defense Authorization Act and
will report to the Undersecretary of Defense for Research

and Engi neeri ng.
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As the first nom nee for this position, you will be
responsi bl e for establishing the office and codifying its
roles and responsibilities. The ASDS&T wi Il have purvi ew
over DOD basic research, DOD | abs, small business
I nnovati on research prograns, and the devel opnent of
ener gi ng technol ogi es, including advanced materi al s,
bi ot echnol ogy, 5G quantum sci ence, and hypersonics.

Dr. Ericsson, you are emnently qualified for this
position having served in top technol ogy | eadership
positions at NASA for nore than 30 years, including your
current role as New Busi ness Lead, Instrunent Systens and
Technol ogy Division at the Goddard Space Flight Center.
You will have a pivotal role in shaping the office and the
powers of the ASDS&T.

| would like to know your vision for the position,

I ncl udi ng how you plan to advance the goal of delivering
war W nning capabilities to our nation's warfighters, as
well as maintaining and grow ng the Departnent's STEM
wor kf or ce.

Thank you again to all of our nom nees. | |ook
forward to your testinonies. Let me now recogni ze Ranki ng

Member, Senator W cker.
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STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR FROM
M SSI SSI PPI

Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. Today, we
are here to consider three nom nees for inportant roles in
t he Departnent of Defense. | welcone the nom nees and
their famlies, as the chair did.

The Air Force and Space Force both possess
i nsufficient capacity and capability to neet their grow ng
m ssion sets. This is the case even as we march toward a
state of maxi mum vul nerability in the Pacific.

The | ast confirnmed appointee to the post that M.
Dal ton has been selected for failed to focus on this
chall enge. He created a division in our mlitary instead
of prioritizing readi ness and nodernization. |f M. Dalton
is confirmed, | hope she will not do the sane.
Regrettably, her performance in her position gives ne
pause.

Wi | e she has been at the post, the Departnent of
Def ense was caught flat footed as a Chinese surveillance
bal | oon traversed the continental United States and flew
over mlitary sites. Wen Congress sought nore
i nformation, she, along with others in the Departnent,
evaded Constitutionally authorized oversight.

Nearly a year |later, we are still |earning new facts

about that episode. | amalso concerned about Ms. Dalton's
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handl i ng of the Pentagon's responsibilities in our

Sout hwest ern border. At one point, the Departnent of

Def ense was spendi ng $130, 000 every day to store, instead
of use, border wall construction materials.

They had al ready been manufactured, they were ready,
and yet we were spending $130, 000 every day to store them
Meanwhil e, illegal immgration broke records. Later, we
found out that the Departnent of Defense had initiated a
process in which these panels woul d be auctioned for
pennies on the dollar, a clear effort to circunvent
ener gi ng Congressional intent as the Finish It Act was
bei ng added to the NDAA

That Act was added to the NDAA. It is now the | aw of
the land. Ms. Dalton also failed to deliver the honel and
def ense pl anni ng gui dance until the end of 2023, over a
year after the release of the National Defense Strategy.

This track record casts a shadow on this nom nation
but on top of it all, she has virtually no experience with
the Air Force. M. Dalton needs to address what she wil|
bring to this position and what she has | earned fromthe
m stakes in the current and prior roles.

Now briefly, M. Chairman, if confirned, Dr. Ericsson
woul d help keep the U S. mlitary technology a step ahead
of our adversaries. The Pentagon relies on Anerican

universities for early stage research and devel opnent, but
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today it works primarily with major universities in just a
few States.

| hope Dr. Ericsson wll advocate for the Depart nent
of Defense taking advantage of the talent, capabilities,
and expertise found at research institutions fromcoast to
coast, not just a select few And then, with regard to Dr.
Schmdt, if confirmed, he will have his work cut out for
him This role has grown and is now responsi ble for the
certification of all mddle tier acquisition prograns.

These prograns increase the speed at which the U S.
prototypes and fields new systens, and they use novel
testing nethods for certain software acquisition pathway
progranms. These are exciting devel opnents, but new systens
often require new processes.

The testing conmmunity could find it challenging to
support the iterative testing these systens require,
particularly where the |Iines between devel opnent and
fielding are blurred. So, | look forward to hearing how
Dr. Schmdt will pronote best practices and support rapid
acqui sition pathways in this ever changing area.

So, thank you all for being here, and | | ook forward
to your testinony.

Chai rman Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, Senator
Wcker. Now, | would call upon, Dr. Schmdt for his

openi ng statenent.
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STATEMENT OF DOUGLAS C. SCHM DT TO BE DI RECTOR OF
OPERATI ONAL TEST AND EVALUATI ON

Dr. Schmdt: Chairman Reed, Ranking Menber W cker,
and esteened nenbers of the commttee, | am honored that
Presi dent Bi den nom nated ne as the Director of Operationa
Test and Eval uati on.

I would like to express ny gratitude to the President,
Secretary Austin, and Deputy Secretary Hi cks for their
consideration. | would also |ike to acknowl edge ny famly,
i ncluding ny parents, retired Navy Captain Raynond Schmi dt
and Roberta Schmdt, ny partner Karen Perry, and nmy son
Branson Schm dt for their unwavering support. M
rel ati onship to national security spans ny entire life.

My parents net after ny father received his comm ssion
in the United States Navy and was stationed at the National
Security Agency, where ny nother and her father worked. M
prof essi onal involvenent with national security spans for
decades, marked by extensive work in researching,
devel oping, and testing United States mlitary systens.

| have eval uated software product lines for m ssion
conmputing systens in mlitary aircraft, assessing the
reliability of the avionics, and cockpit functions. | have
| ed national efforts at the Defense Advanced Research
Proj ects Agency devel opi ng, validating, and verifying

technol ogi es applied in mssion critical systens, including
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naval shi pboard conputing environnents and Air Force tine
critical targeting systens.

| have overseen cybersecurity and software testing
initiatives at the Software Engi neering Institute, working
closely with the Air Force as a nmenber of their Scientific
Advi sory Board on a variety of topics, including assessing
Air Force cyber situational awareness readi ness, as well as
aircraft sustai nnment and testing efforts.

| have al so perforned i ndependent technical
assessnents for the United States M ssile Defense Agency,
Sentinel Program and Long Range Standoff Program And
nost recently, | have | ed research and devel opnent efforts
focused on responsible and reliable application of
generative augnented intelligence in defense acquisition
syst ens.

If confirmed to this critical role, ny forenost
commitnment would be to accurately assess the effectiveness,
suitability, survivability, and when necessary, the
|l ethality of defense systens created for our dedicated
war fighters.

This comm tnment underpins the United States' vital
role of deterring conflicts and ensuring national security.
As we navigate the evolving | andscape of warfare marked by
advanci ng capabilities, both our owm as well as our

adversaries, our capacity for operational test and

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

eval uati on nust evolve in tandem

Integrating operational test and eval uation throughout
t he devel opnent |ifecycle of our acquisition prograns is
paranmount. This approach allows us to assess our weapons
systens under realistic conbat conditions, optimze the use
of taxpayer resources, and inplenent cost effective
enhancenents to achi eve peak performnce.

Transparent reporting of test outcones is critical for
our nation, since it fosters a culture of continua
I nprovenent that reaffirnms our arnmed services as the
worl d's preem nent fighting force. |If confirmed, | commt
to ensuring the Ofice of Operational Test and Eval uation
delivers independent, accurate, and authoritative
assessnent of defense system performance, both for your
benefit and for Secretary Austin.

Adapting our operational test and eval uation
strategies for future warfare necessitates both increnental
| nprovenents and groundbreaki ng i nnovations built on
col l aborati on anong a diverse set of stakeholders. This
transformation requires a reliance on a highly skilled test
and eval uation workforce, as well as cutting edge
I nfrastructure, nethods, and tools.

Toget her, these assets wll enable a faster and nore
efficient assessnent of defense systens under realistic

operating conditions. But to achieve this objective, we
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need to integrate various digital technol ogi es such as high
fidelity nodeling and simulation tools, as well as testing
conducted on live fire ranges and in | aboratory settings.

This integration will instill confidence in our
war fighters, provide operators wth valuable insights into
systemusability, assist in verifying, validating, and
accrediting digital nodels, and identifying vulnerabilities
beyond the limts of today's technol ogi es and nodel i ng
simul ati on tools.

If confirmed, | amcomritted to fostering robust
col l aborations with our research and engi neering comunity,
acquisition progranms, arned services, and internationa
partners. Together, we will strengthen the Departnent's
capacity to provide robust warfighting capabilities to the
Joint Force, while ensuring effective oversight,
transparency, and value for taxpayers.

| ameager to fulfill my responsibilities by
col l aborating with -- closely with key stakehol ders,
i ncl udi ng Congress, the Departnent, the services, and
I ndustry partners. It would be ny privilege to contribute
to this vital mssion as the Director of Operational Test
and Eval uation. Thank you, and | | ook forward to your
questi ons.

[ The prepared statenment of Dr. Schm dt follows:]

12
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Dr. Schm dt.

Secretary Dal ton,

TP One

pl ease.
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STATEMENT OF HON. MELI SSA G DALTON TO BE UNDER
SECRETARY OF THE Al R FORCE

Ms. Dalton: Chairnman Reed, Ranking Menber Wcker, and
di sti ngui shed nmenbers of the commttee, it is an honor to
cone before you today and be considered as President
Bi den's nomi nee for Undersecretary of the Air Force.

I want to thank President Biden for ny nom nation, as
wel | as Secretary Austin, Deputy Secretary Hi cks, and
Secretary Kendall for their confidence in nme. | also w sh
to thank ny famly, friends, and nentors for their
encour agenent, particularly ny husband and true North,
Jason, ny two amazing children, Jacob and |Isabel, and ny
parents Anne and Ravi.

My father chose to make this country his own as an
immgrant fromlindia. He and ny nother inbued within ne a
deep respect for the foundational values of our great
nation. | cone froma famly commtted to public service
and have been drawn to it since | was 22 years old. | am
honored by the prospect of serving as the Undersecretary of
the Air Force.

| began ny career at the Departnent of Defense as a
civil servant during the Bush Adm nistration and served for
a decade in several policy and intelligence roles. | then
spent six years at the bipartisan think tank, the center

for Strategic and International Studies.
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| was honored to return to DOD on January 20th, 2021,
as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Strategy, Plans and Capabilities as a nenber of the Biden-
Harris Adm nistration. Since March 2022, and with the
Senate's confirmation, | have served as the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Honel and Def ense and Hem spheric
Affairs.

Di sti ngui shed nenbers of the conmttee, the People's
Republic of China, DOD s pacing challenge, is the United
States' nobst consequential strategic conpetitor and the
nost pressing chall enge facing the Departnent of the Air
For ce.

As part of the teamthat devel oped the 2022 Nationa
Defense Strategy and M ssile Defense Review, and as the co-
| ead i n devel opi ng the Nucl ear Posture Review, | understand
the chall enge the PRC presents and the role that the Ar
Force and Space Force have in neeting that chall enge.

Under Secretary Kendall's | eadership, substantial work
i s already underway to nodernize the Air Force and Space
Force. Secretary Kendall has called for re optimzing for
great power conpetition, and if confirmed, | would | ook
forward to hel ping hi machieve that vision. | have a track
record of effectively driving NDS aligned priorities
forward in DOD

| led the devel opnent of the first update to DOD s
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cl assified honmel and def ense policy guidance in a decade,
signed by Secretary Austin, focused on the PRC pacing

chall enge. A second chall enge facing the Departnent of the
Air Force is nuclear nodernization, follow ng decades of
focus on other priorities.

If confirmed, | would | everage ny experience co-
| eadi ng the NPR to ensure the Departnent of the Air Force
i's maki ng the necessary investnents to maintain a safe,
secure, and effective nuclear deterrent. G ven the nucl ear
threat | andscape, it is vital for the United States to
i nvest in nodernizing the nuclear triad as the bedrock of
our national defense and for our extended deterrence
commtments to our allies.

If confirmed, | would steward two | egs of the nucl ear
triad. Finally, and nost inportantly, the Departnent of
the Air Force faces challenges to recruitnent and retention
of talent in the Air Force while al so harnessing the
opportunity of grow ng the Space Force. If confirned, |
woul d prioritize these issues.

We can build exquisite capability, but w thout taking
care of service nenbers and their famlies, we wll not
succeed in achieving our ains. As the DOD agency
coordi nation | ead for anomal ous health incidents, | have
wor ked across OSD and the mlitary Departnents to better

synchroni ze nedical care for affected DOD personnel and
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research into the types of technol ogies that could cause
adver se physiol ogi cal effects.

If confirmed, | would bring the sane focus and
dedi cation to enhancing recruitnment and inproving quality
of Iife and service for our Airnen and Guardi ans. W have
a fundanental responsibility to provide the best support
for our service nmenbers and their famlies to honor their
service and sacrifice.

I would like to conclude by saying that | have a deep
appreciation for this conmttee and its role. In ny
current position, | amproud to have briefed and testified
bef ore Congress over two dozen tines.

If confirmed, | commt to consulting with you
regularly and providing tinely and accurate information to
advance our nation's priorities in an active, bipartisan,
transparent, and cooperative manner. | have |ong viewed
Congress as a partner, and | will continue to do so in ny
current position and if confirnmed as Undersecretary of the
Air Force.

Thank you for your consideration. | |look forward to
your questi ons.

[ The prepared statenent of Ms. Dalton foll ows:]
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Chai rman Reed:

Eri csson, please.

TP One

Thank you, Secretary Dalton.
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STATEMENT OF APRILLE J. ERI CSSON TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Dr. Ericsson: Good norning. Chairman Reed, Ranking
Menber W cker, and distingui shed nenbers of the commttee.
Thank you for your consideration of nmy nom nation as the
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for Science and Technol ogy.

| am deeply honored by the trust and confi dence pl aced
in me by President Biden, Secretary Austin, and
Undersecretary Shyu. | want to express ny gratitude to ny
famly, several who have travel ed here today, including ny
not her, Karee Ericsson, ny siblings, Trina and Dawn, and ny
daughter, Ariel.

| also want to acknow edge ny trusted nentors, former
NASA Adm ni strator Maj or General Charlie Bol den, current
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center Deputy Director Second
Li eutenant Cynthia Simons, and fornmer Assistant Secretary
of the Navy Executive Oficer Buddie Joe Penn. Your
support has been inval uabl e.

My journey traces back to ny grandparents who m grated
from Bar bados, Montserrat, and Saint Croix. | inherited
their passion for learning and tenacity for action. |
spring froma famly of educators, engineers, craftsnen,
civil servants, and service nenbers of the U S. Navy and
Arny. | was raised in New York and Canbridge, cities

enriched with varied people, places, and ideas.
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An early school experience |aunched ny journey to this
monment. In first grade, | watched two Anerican heroes wal k
on the nmoon. Filled with dreans of exploring and studyi ng
the universe, | was inspired to pursue aerospace
engi neering and attended MT.

Wiile at Howard University, ny MT advisor, Dr. Sheila
Wdnall invited nme to attend her confirmati on hearings for
the Secretary of the Air Force. Further inspired, |
focused on co-opi ng at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center.

My interest in aerospace and astronaut training took
flight. It fueled and propelled ne to earn a Master’s and
Ph.D. in nechanical engineering. | was initially unaware
when nomi nated by the President that if this -- if | was
confirnmed to the position, | would be the first Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Science and Technol ogy. | hunbly
assert that setting precedents is confortable territory for
me.

Today, | feel grounded by ny educational foundati on,
ny robust experiences. M CV includes being a STEM
educator, board | eader in academ a and science, a technical
managenment | eader at NASA for nore than 30 years.

In ny roles as engineer, scientist, technol ogist,
program manager, new busi ness | ead, policymaker, and
anbassador, | have remained m ndful that as we innovate,

design, and build, we nust devel op inpactful, cost-

20
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effective, and reliable solutions for the knowl edge and the
security of the entire world.

In my work, | have contributed groundbreaki ng
di scoveries |like the Big Bang theory, black holes,
gravitational waves, and nodeling and nonitoring clinmate
change, and the sun's radiation, and finally, the Mon and
Mars expl orati on.

These scientific contributions, along with nmy ongoi ng
wor k in infusing advanci ng manufacturing, incorporating
i nnovati ve sensor and detector technol ogies for m ssions
| i ke the Janmes Webb Space Tel escope, accel erating the use
of CubeSats in aerospace vehicles, and grow ng quantum
capabilities closely aligned with the Departnent of
Defense's critical science and technol ogy areas.

If confirmed, | would pursue ny vision to share the
techni cal success stories of DOD s essential workforce and
their STEM ecosystem partners, though this would profoundly
| npact our service nenbers norale, grow public confidence,
encourage snall busi nesses, and inspire a recruit stream

I would al so focus on broad STEM outreach across the
gl obe to inspire, hire, train, and retain the next
generation of engineers and scientists. This is essential
for the growh of our entire mlitary workforce. | am
eager to | everage ny in-depth experience of supporting

smal | businesses to deliver conpetitive technology to the
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Depart nent .

My vision for SBIR, STTR woul d provi de opportunities
for small business innovators to bridge the Valley of Death
and deliver the rewards of our Governnent's investnents,
all while securing our innovative technol ogy.

In this conplex and rapidly evol ving security
environnment, mny vision ains to boost our technical
advant ages by shepherdi ng our critical and emerging
t echnol ogi es, and strengtheni ng our industrial
manuf act uri ng base, and protecting our intell ectual
property.

If confirnmed, I will ensure the work of ny portfolio
Is always aligned with the National Defense Strategy, and |
will prioritize vital disruptive technol ogies |ike
hyper soni ¢ weapons, artificial intelligence, and quantum
conputi ng.

Reflecting on ny tinme at NASA, | amgrateful for the
honor and privilege of doing what | |ove. The new
opportunity would allow ne to continue nmy Gover nnent
service. Today, | hunbly step forward, conmtted to
pivoting ny diplomatic talents, academ c networKks,
techni cal know edge, and experience to grow our workforce
In the service of the Departnent of Defense.

| am equi pped to identify technol ogy gaps, safeguard

our innovative technol ogy, balance risk, and rapidly
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transition novel systens to our Soldiers, Sailors, Airnmen,
Marines, and Guardians. | greatly respect the commttee's
bi parti san appr oach.

| commt to sustaining regular and transparent dial og
with Congress, for we share the sane goal, deterring our
adversaries and nmai ntaining the nation's security. Thank
you for this opportunity, and I |ook forward to your
guesti ons.

[ The prepared statenent of Dr. Ericsson follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Dr. Ericsson. | have a
series of standard questions for civilian nom nees. You
may respond in unison. Have you adhered to applicable | aws
and regul ati ons governing conflicts of interest?

Dr. Schmdt: Yes.

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Dr. Ericsson: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taking
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outconme of the
confirmati on process?

Dr. Schmdt: No.

Ms. Dalton: No.

Dr. Ericsson: No.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversi ght responsibilities nakes it inportant that this
commttee, its subconmttees, and ot her appropriate
comrittees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
Branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirmed, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

Dr. Schmdt: Yes.

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Dr. Ericsson: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,

docunents, and el ectronic communications in a tinely manner
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when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or

ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult
with the requester regarding the basis for any good faith,
del ay, or denial in providing such records?

Dr. Schmdt: Yes.

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Dr. Ericsson: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other informtion,
including tinely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

Dr. Schmdt: Yes.

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Dr. Ericsson: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to Congressional
request ?

Dr. Schmdt: Yes.

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Dr. Ericsson: Yes.

Chairman Reed: WIIl those wi tnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

Dr. Schmdt: Yes.

Ms. Dal ton: Yes.
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Dr. Ericsson: Yes.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch. Secretary
Dalton, did you play any role in what happened with the
border wall material?

Ms. Dalton: No, Senator, | did not.

Chairman Reed: Now, well who nade those deci sions?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, on day one of the Biden
Adm ni stration, the President issued an Executive Order to
halt the construction of the border barrier wall.

The deci sion then on what to do with the materials
fell to the Defense Logistics Agency after it decl ared
those materials as excess property.

Chai rman Reed: And are you aware of why they nade the
decisions they did to that process?

Ms. Dalton: Chairman, ny understanding is that DLA
followed the | aw required by the Federal property
managenment regul ations. The material was first offered to
four different entities, per the DLA process, for it to be
t hen decl ared as excess.

First to DOD, then to other Federal Departnents and
agencies, then to State and | ocal governnent agenci es and
nonprofit organizations. And finally, as a |ast chance
opportunity, for the entities previously described to claim
the materials.

At each stage of that process, all declined to take
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the materials, including the State of Texas.

Chai rman Reed: So, you woul d know who deci ded the
price of any of these materials at any tine?

Ms. Dalton: No, Senator, that does not fall in ny
portfolio.

Chai rman Reed: You responded to a letter witten by
Republ i can col | eagues, and why did you do so, since it
appears you had no real responsibilities for the di sposal
of the material ?

Ms. Dalton: Chairnman, because there was a
Congressional inquiry addressed to ne on the actions that
t ook place, and because | take the oversight role of
Congress incredibly seriously as a Senate confirned
official, | felt menbers of this commttee who wote the
| etter deserve a thorough response.

And so, | asked ny team and undertook a fact finding
m ssi on across the Departnent, working with other
conponents that do have oversight over these processes and
mat eri al s and have the deci sion making responsibilities in
this matter to get answers to the questions that had been
posed to nme in the letter.

| collected that information, the best avail abl e that
we had at the tinme, and used that to provide a response to
the letter.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. Dr. Schmdt, Al is rapidly
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encr oachi ng upon everything we do. And how will you try to
integrate Al in our testing, particularly the JADC2 system
which is, we hope, the critical interface between all of
our services? You can bring that closer too.

Dr. Schmdt: Chairman Reed, | have worked extensively
with artificial intelligence over many years, and it is a
very prom sing and also a very chall engi ng technol ogy.
Wth respect to systens that are enmerging for Kill-Wbs,
si xth generation fighter airplane prograns, the JADC2
envi ronnment .

It is crucially inmportant that those systens be able

to use advanced for "intelligent techniques,"” smart

t echni ques, autononous techniques. W are already doing
quite a bit with artificial intelligence in a |lot of our
systens for conputer vision, but being able to test those
systens is going to involve many chal |l enges.

If I amconfirmed in this position, | will continue to
work with other parties at the DOD, such as the Chief Data
and Information Ofice, and the CAOs office to ensure that
we are able to use artificial intelligence in a responsible
but effective way.

And this includes being able to provide training and
expertise for the DOD staff, as well as ensuring that the

systens we put in the field that use Al do so in a way that

won't cause nore harm t han good.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, doctor. Dr. Ericsson, one
of the key challenges you have al ready nentioned is
I ncreasi ng the STEM wor kforce and inproving their skills
and retaining that talent, because one of the things we
find is that when soneone works successfully, that they are
bei ng offered quite astoundi ng pays outside. So, could you
give us an idea of what you would intend to do?

Dr. Ericsson: Thank you, Senator, for that question.
| am very passi onate about our future STEM workforce. They
are our nost valuable asset for the cultivation and the
current recruitnment of the next generation.

| say we should inspire, hire, train, and retain. Not
only should we be concerned about who is entering the
wor kf orce and maintaining it, but we also want to nake sure
that we retain them | say, let's cast a wwde net. First
of all, 50 percent of our population is wonen, so it is
very inportant to be inclusive in including wonen in those
careers.

We often focus on HBCUs. Historically black coll eges
and universities provide us with 25 percent of the African
Americans in the STEM di sciplines, so therefore it is
really inportant to tap into those sources as well.
Personally, what ny interns fromthe summer -- | had 17
different interns fromall over this country, many of them

fromthe States that you represent.
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It is very inportant for us to consider these diverse
t hought s because we have uni que experiences fromthe
environnents we are grooned in, and it wll ultimately be
very inportant ultimately to have themin our workforce so
we can deliver the best technol ogy for our troops.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Dr. Ericsson.
Senat or W cker, please.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. Secretary
Dal t on, you answered a standard question that the chair
asks every nom nee about tinely responses to questions for
the record and al so other inquiries.

| have a letter fromyou here dated August 1st,

t hanking ne for ny letter of March 15th. So, | wote you,
i n consultation with other nenbers of the conmttee and
staff on March 15t h.

So, it is April, My, June, July, and half of July
then, that long to get ne a letter dated August 1st. Do
you consider that a tinely response?

Ms. Dalton: Thank you, Ranking Menber Wcker. | take
ny responsibilities as Senate confirnmed official very
seriously, and that includes providing you and ot her
menbers of Congress with a tinely response. For the letter
I n question, as | described to the chairman --

Senator Wcker: Ckay, well, if you will, you don't

have to repeat what you said, because | have very little
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time. Let me just say | don't consider that a tinely
response.

And also, it was an inaccurate response. It says in
par agraph three, a decision on the disposition of the
remai ning materials will be nmade in accordance with
applicable aw and policy. W considered that such an
unsati sfactory answer that the entire Republican nenbership
of this commttee sent a letter directly to the Secretary
of Defense, Lloyd Austin.

And we didn't wait forever to get that |etter done
either. Later on, that nonth, we sent the letter. And in
response to that, we find out that on August 1st, when you
wote the letter, it said a decision wll be nmade, the
deci sion had actually been nade and title to the property
was transferred to Iron Planet, which is a broker that
sells off excess property by the end of April 20283.

Now, we wrote you on March 15th, and sone nonth and a
hal f | ater, when perhaps this decision could have been
st opped, the Departnent -- sonewhere in the Departnent the
deci sion was made to transfer these already built portions
of the wall to a third party to auction off at pennies on
t he dol | ar.

Do you concede that the statenent you nmade in your
| etter about a decision going to be nade, will be nmade, was

I naccur at e?
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Ms. Dalton: Senator, the August |etter was based on
the information collected fromother conponents across the
Departnent of Defense, and it was the best avail able
information that we had at the tine.

Senator Wcker: \Who gave you incorrect information?
| would like to know.

Ms. Dalton: It was drawn from several conponents
across the Departnent, to include the Defense Logistics
Agency, the Departnent of the Arny, Acquisition and
Sust ai nmrent. There are a nunber of conponents that have
roles to play in this matter, Senator.

Senator Wcker: Wll, you know, this is actually
enbl ematic of the way this conmttee, mnority or mgjority,
has been treated, and nenbers of the House and Senate have
been treated during this Adm nistration.

A lengthy, lengthy tine to answer a question. And of
course, the chair's standard questions say tinely. But
that many nonths to answer this, to tell us that a decision
is still going to be nade -- we find out that a nonth and a
hal f after we brought this to your attention, they had tine
enough to then nmake a decision to sell these val uable
portions of the border wall for pennies on the dollar.

To nme, it is unsatisfactory, and it is just |like the
-- it is just like the way your Departnent and your office

did wth regard to the Chinese spy balloon. You said, you
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take your oversight responsibilities seriously, and you

-- after our letter, you entered into this |long fact-
finding process. |t doesn't appear that you did that with
regard to all of the questions, regarding NORAD s | ack of
established identification, characterization, and handof f
procedures.

And so, ny tine is expired here, but | just find your
performance in your previous role so unsatisfactory that |
have real doubts that it is going to get any better in an
enhanced role. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Wcker. Senat or
Shaheen, pl ease.

Senat or Shaheen: Good norning to all of our nom nees.
Congratul ati ons on your nom nations and thank you for your
w | lingness to continue to serve this country.

Dr. Schm dt, Pease National Guard Base in New
Hanpshire, the 157th Air Refueling Wng, was the first
National CGuard base to get the KC-46 refueling tanker.
That was in 2019, we received our first plane. W are
still waiting for the new renote vision systemto work in
t hat tanker.

As | understand, you will be the person who wl|
continue to foll ow whether that renpte vision systemgets
conpl eted properly. Do you commt to staying on top of

that and keeping this commttee and nme infornmed about what
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Dr. Schmdt: Yes, Senator, absolutely.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Dr. Ericsson, in New
Hanpshire, we have a regenerative center called Region
Vall ey in Manchester that is working on regenerative
medi ci ne and has gotten significant contributions fromthe
Departnent of Defense.

W al so have at VAE a new m croel ectronics center that
was designated as a sem conductor manufacturing facility by
the CHI PS and Science Act. They received a significant
grant.

Can you tal k about how you envision | everaging these
ki nds of tech hubs and the CH PS and Sci ence grant
recipients to ensure that our investnents in sem conductor
manuf acturing are done well and that we use the innovation
that is happening there in a way that benefits the -- our
security?

Dr. Ericsson: Sure, Senator. Thank you for those
guestions. | just wanted to nention that it is because of
the Pease Air Force Base that | actually ended up in

aerospace engi neering during a visit as a high school

st udent.

So, the CHIPS Act is -- | nust say thank you to the
commttee for invoking the CHIPS Act. It is understanding.
$52 billion is a critical investment and a critical enabler
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for us to be able to actually produce m crochi ps on our
-- in our United States regions.

It is, fromny understanding, we are investing
sonmething like $400 mllion over five years because we do
recognize it will take time to build a lab to fab regional
facilities. Mcrochip electronics are in everything that
we utilize.

And we saw during the pandem c that it was
particularly inpactful because we were not able to provide
t hose resources from outside of our borders, and it was
al nost crippling to our econony.

So, of course, | will commt to nmaking sure that these
t hings continue to grow. You nentioned one that | was not
aware of in your State, but | |ook forward to working with
t hat biotech partner and growi ng those capabilities which
are very inportant and critical to delivering to our
war fi ghters.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. Secretary Dalton,
| nmentioned the Pease 157th Air Refueling Wng received the
first KC-46. Part of the reason that happened was because
of the Air Force's active association structure, which
al l ows our National CGuard nmenbers to work with active duty.

During the pandem c, we lost that -- virtually that
entire active duty conponent. Fortunately, those folks are

back. But can you speak to why that structure is critical

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

36

and why it will be inportant to preserve that as we | ook
goi ng forward?

Ms. Dalton: Senator Shaheen, thank you for the
guestion. In ny current role, I know how val uabl e the
National Guard is for our national defense and how t hey can
support a range of m ssions for the Departnent of Defense
working in |ockstep oftentinmes with our active duty forces.

| have seen that even at the Sout hwest border over the
| ast year. Wth regards to the specific case you
mentioned, while | amnot famliar with the particulars in
ny current status, if confirned, | would certainly |ook
forward to |l everaging the attributes of both the Nati onal
@Quard and the active duty, how we can bring them together
for total force integration, to ensure we are | everaging
t he conparati ve advant ages across the force as we nove
forward on noderni zati on.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, | hope we will continue where
those -- that collaboration is working well, as it is in
the 157th, that we will continue that force structure in a
way that allows those units to continue to operate. And |
hope that you will look at that very closely and ensure
that that happens. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
Rounds, pl ease.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. First of
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all, thank you, all of you, for your service to our
country. | would like to begin just a -- Dr. Schm dt, what
do you think the biggest challenges are that we face with
regard to the ability to test and to anal yze just exactly
where our systens are at today? Wat is the shortcom ngs

t hat we have to address?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator, sone of the key chall enges, as
| am sure you are aware, are in cybersecurity. Qur
adversaries have very sophisticated capabilities
of f ensi vel y.

Qur systens are getting nore conplicated, and they are
only as strong as the weakest |ink, so nmaking sure that we
have the appropriate capabilities and workforce and tools
to conduct advanced red team assessnents is crucially
| mportant.

There is also a big challenge in terns of these new
generation CONOPS, concept of operations, such as Kill-Wbs
and JADC2, which involve coordination between nmany
different sensors and shooters where the whole is greater
than the sumof its parts. Very inportant we have that
capability.

As you can inmagine, very difficult to test. So, we
have to nmake sure once again, we have the right people with
the right skills and the right test equipnent in order to

be able to ensure those systens work as desi gned.
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Senator Rounds: W are not there right now, are we?

Dr. Schmdt: It is a continual process, and if
confirmed, | commt to working very hard to nmake sure we
get the right assets to address those chall engi ng i ssues.

Senat or Rounds: An ongoi ng process.

Dr. Schmdt: Absolutely.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. Dr. Ericsson, right now
there is a sonetines they woul d suggest a Valley of Death
wth regard to the ability of small firnms to be able to
step up into the high technol ogy areas and get past those
first couple of nonths to years before their products are
actually comng to market or bei ng nade avail abl e.

Can you talk a little bit about our needs here with
regard to those startup conpani es and what we coul d perhaps
do to allow nore of themto be successful in bringing their
products to market?

Dr. Ericsson: Senator Rounds, thank you for allow ng
me to tal k about sonething that | have been working on at
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center for sone years, and across
t he agency as well.

There are really three conponents to the Valley of
Death that | want to expand upon. There are nore than one.
There is partnerships and opportunities to work
strategically to support our partners.

And then we nust have patience. Technol ogy does take
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a while to develop. Wen | nentioned there were nore than
one, there are the early phases. If we don't identify
those requirenents early and bring in the potential |ong
termpartners, we end up struggling to nmake sure that we
get what we want when we enter those | ater phases in our
devel opnent, or what we call technol ogy readi ness |evels.

There is also this aspect of test as we fly, as we
say, and here we say test as we fight, because you really
do want to test this new innovative technology in the
environnment that you envision for it later. So not kind of
havi ng those, oh wait a minute, we didn't do this exactly
right and then have to take sone steps back.

That of course needs resources and noney. And then
there is this step when you are potentially commercializing
or mass producing. Oten small businesses don't have that
capability and we ultimately need to get thousands of them
to our troops.

So, it isreally going to be inportant to help to
educate and to counsel snall businesses along the way. |
think that is one of the nost inportant aspects. And then,
on our side of the business where we really | ook at the
cycles of funding -- sonetines small businesses get to that
m | estone and then the funding is not there because of
ei ther our phasing in our Congressional awards or other

t hi ngs that kind of hold us back.
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So, if we could be able to | ook at sone of those
things, we will be able to help themto ultimately deliver
what we need for our --

Senat or Rounds: ©OCh, we -- |look, we look forward to
wor king with you to get that done.

Dr. Ericsson: Thank you.

Senator Rounds: Secretary Dalton, your nom nation to
be the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Honel and Def ense
passed the Senate Arnmed Services committee by a voice vote.

You were not controversial. Since that time, two
I temrs have happened that now call into question that
confidence. The Ranking Menber has identified very clearly
the concerns with regard to the way that you responded to
the i ssue of naterial at the Southern border, how it was
handl ed, the assurances that were made that this was going
to be handl ed in accordance to law, and yet it had al ready
been conpl et ed.

It was not forthright to the commttee. It really
chal | enged t he confidence that many of us had expressed in
supporting your nom nation to begin with. You have sone
work to do to regain that confidence. Let ne ask about
another item and that is with regard to the Chinese spy
bal | oon, which entered our airspace through Al aska, com ng
across Canada, back into the United States again.

This was under your watch. Were you in the Iine of,
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or were you in the direct chain of conmand with regard to
t he decisions that were nmade not to shoot the balloon down
until after it had |eft American airspace?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | was one of the officials
advi sing Secretary Austin. The best mlitary advice to not
shoot down the balloon over U S. territory cane fromU. S
senior mlitary officials.

Senator Rounds: Ckay, look, I -- this is an area
whi ch you will be challenged on, on this particul ar one
because it is a question of judgnment and recomendati ons
being made. | think between now and the tinme that a vote
I's held on your nomnation, | think you have got sone work
to do to regain the confidence of a |lot of the nenbers on
this coonmttee. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rounds. Senator

Bl unent hal , pl ease.

Senator Blunenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman. Thank you
all for your service and your willingness to continue to
serve. M. Dalton, | have read reports that Ukrainian

pilots are now flying F-16s with instructors.

The Ukrainian Air Force spokesnman, Yuriy |hnat,
apparently told Wkrainian TV broadcasters that Ukrainian
pilots are now flying with those instructors. Could you
pl ease indicate how many Ukrainian pilots are flying and

when they would be ready to actually fly F-16s in conbat in
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def ense of Ukraine?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you for the question. And
the United States, and specifically the Departnent of
Defense, is commtted to supporting Ukraine in its fight
agai nst Russia and its invasion of UWkraine. On the
speci fic question that you raise, | don't have the
particul ar details to answer today but | would be happy to
follow up to provide that information.

Senator Blunenthal: Could you do that within the
week?

Ms. Dalton: Yes, Senator.

Senator Blunenthal: And | think you understand the
question. | would |like details on when these pilots are
going to be ready, how many are now flying, what the status
of the training is both in the United States, apparently in
Arizona, and in Romania, and other countries where they may
be under instruction.

You make reference in your testinony and again in the
answers to specific questions to steps you would take to
recruit and retain pilots, one of the great chall enges
right now. Can you be nore specific about why the Air
Force faces that shortage?

Qovi ously commercial demand for pilots is very nmuch a
factor. But also, what can be done to strengthen

recruitnent and retention?
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Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you for raising this
guestion. And if confirmed, this would be a priority area
of focus for ne, specifically on the pilot shortage. It is
due, as you noted, to a conbination of factors.

It is the conpetitiveness of the commercial airline
i ndustry and the pay and benefits that they offer. It is
the availability of instructors for the sinmulators that are
needed to train pilots. And it is also the training
aircraft availability.

So, all of those factors com ng together nmake it quite
chal | engi ng right now to produce enough pilots. But I
understand that the primary Air Force is working to address
that, and you would have ny commtnent to enable that as
wel | .

More broadly for recruitnment, | think there is a
nunber of things that we can do to strengthen the Air
Force's recruitnment approach. One is to ensure that we are
maxi m zing the full suite of outreach tools through social
medi a, both traditional and nontraditional forns.

| understand the Departnent of the Air Force is
established an e-recruiter cell and is doing a ot nore
di gital engagenent to try to reach hard to reach
communi ti es across the nation.

But my approach would be to | everage best practices,

cone up with innovative solutions, and establish new
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woul d 1 ook forward to working with you to address it.

Senat or Blunenthal: Thank you. | would |ike to ask
all the nmenbers of the panel this question. Consistently
and constantly, we hear about the [ack of capacity in our
defense industrial base, whether it is 155 mllineter
shells or artillery or drones.

We hear about shortages of skilled nmanpower, other
kinds of limtations on our defense industrial base. Wat
do you think is necessary to increase that capacity?

Dr. Ericsson: | will kind of -- thank you for that
opportunity to provide input here. It is again inspiring,
hiring, retraining, and then retaining our current
wor kforce. | think once you have set that exanple of
retai ning and showng howit is a great place to work, it
IS exciting, an opportunity to really help our country, |
think that that has often been what captures soneone's
attention as they begin to | ook for a job.

| ook at prograns |ike the SMART program which
offers funding for students working as interns as well and
then they cone and work by giving back their tinme. It is
simlar to what we call co-op or the pathways program for
t he Federal agencies. So, sonething of that nature would
really help us to grow those ranks.

Senator Blunenthal: Any others?

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

Dr. Schmdt: Sure. Yes, Senator. So, | will just
focus very quickly on one area. W need to find ways of
being able to | everage our expertise in comercial software
to bring it to the defense industry base in reliable and
effective and safe ways.

Qoviously, that is a challenge because they don't test
the systens quite the way we do often. So being able to
make sure that the testing and eval uati on conmunity can
apply the appropriate testing techni ques, tactics, and
tools to nake sure the conmercial software works
effectively in our mlitary systens is crucially inportant.

Senator Blunenthal: M tine has expired, so | wll
wel cone any ot her thoughts any of the w tnesses have on
that point in witing. Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Bl unent hal
Senator Ernst, please.

Senator Ernst: Yes. Thank you, M. Chair. And good
norni ng, Secretary Dalton, Dr. Schmdt, and Dr. Ericsson.
It is very nice to have you all here today and thank you
for your service to our great nation.

Ms. Dalton, we are going to follow on with a thene
that you have heard from many of the nenbers already today.
And that is, starting with the crisis at our Southern
border. So, you may have noticed in the news we have a | ot

of candidates that came through Iowa. Many of themare
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tal ki ng about the issues that are really inportant to
Americans. Top two issues, one is the econony, and the
other is the crisis at the Southern border.

So, Ms. Dalton, in your tinme as the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Honel and Defense and Hem spheric
Affairs at the Departnent of Defense, she played a key role
in the Departnent's plans regardi ng the di sposal of unused
border wall construction materials to protect the honel and.

And at the end of DOD s disposition process to
transfer these materials, there were about -- no, exactly
14,795 steel tubes remaining. Do you know how nuch the
taxpayers initially paid for these unused naterial s?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you for raising this
really inportant challenge, which is the crisis at our
Sout hern border. In ny tine as Assistant Secretary, | have
conducted regular visits to the Sout hwest border to
understand the strain that is being placed on our States,
| ocal authorities, and border patrol.

And just in Fiscal Year 2023, the Departnent of
Def ense has provided $608 nmillion in border security
support to DHS and counter-narcotics support to DHS and
ot her Federal Departnents and agenci es.

Senator Ernst: But the question would be, do you know
how nuch the materials cost?

Ms. Dalton: So, for the specific materials, Senator,
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| know that in our August letter that was seeking to be
responsive, collecting information from across the
Departnent because this is not in ny portfolio, I
understand fromthe Defense Logistics Agency that at that
time, it was $130, 000.

Senator Ernst: GCkay. That was to safeguard those
materials. The actual cost to the taxpayers for those
materials was $4.4 million. And then with the disposition
t hrough the DLA, do you know how nuch t he Depart nent
auctioned them off for?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | would have to defer to the
Def ense Logi stics Agency because they are the | ead
proponent in the Departnent of Defense for this issue. It
Is not in nmy portfolio, Senator.

Senator Ernst: So, | guess | amstruggling to
under st and because nmaybe your portfolio doesn't include
def ense of the honel and?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, it includes defense support of
civil authorities, which is when the Departnent of Honel and
Security sends requests to the Departnent of Defense for
support, we evaluate those requests to determne if they
are legal, if it is appropriate use of the U S mlitary
per posse comtatus, if it is going to inpact training and
readi ness for our U S mlitary given our warfighting

primary m ssion, and then we provide those recomendati ons
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based on the input of conponents across the Departnent of
Defense to the Secretary of Defense for a decision. | have
no role to play, Senator --

Senator Ernst: So civil authorities are not used in
constructing border materials or would not have any regards
for securing our Southern border?

Ms. Dalton: W have not received a request fromthe
Department of Honel and Security to use DOD forces in that
manner. And so, that request has not cone through ny
of fice.

Senator Ernst: Okay. So based on the information
that was provided to us by the Departnent of Defense, back
to the original question, the materials were actually sold
to a private buyer for $156, 000.

So, | understand you are saying it is not under your
portfolio and yet you responded to a letter that was sent
in regards to this. So, | guess you can understand why the
committee is having a hard tinme understandi ng how you are
sayi ng sonebody else is in charge of this, and yet you are
responding to a witten request from Congress.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | was sent a letter from severa
menbers of Congress, and because | am a Senate confirned
official, | take that very seriously.

Al though this issue is not in ny portfolio, I went on

a fact finding mssion wwth ny teamto collect inputs from
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across the Departnent of Defense fromthose that have
oversi ght and responsibility for this issue in order to
answer the questions that | received --

Senator Ernst: Okay. | appreciate that. | am
runni ng out of time. So, what | want our taxpayers to
understand though, is it seens that we have a nunber of
different entities within the Departnent of Defense that
are conpletely sil oed.

And while you are doing a fact finding m ssion, you
know, across the board and going to other Departmnents, you
didn't take the time to question and followup in a tinely
manner. It did take about five nonths to respond to that
letter.

You sinply could have responded, since you take
Congr essi onal oversight very seriously, you could have
responded back to the chairman or back to the ranking
menber stating that this belongs to another entity within
the Departnent of Defense. But you did go on that fact
finding mssion, taking some of that responsibility upon
your sel ves.

And unfortunately for our taxpayers, we now say that
these materials have been sold for pennies on the dollar,
about $0.03 for every dollar that the Federal Government
spent on it, and yet we have sone additional auctions that

are comng up where people are reselling the nmaterials that
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times as nuch as what they paid to get those tubes fromthe
Federal Governnent.

So, there is a big schene going on here where people
are making a ton of noney off of the taxpayers. And so, we
have got to get to the bottomof this. | appreciate your
answers in the follow up five nonths after the letter was
sent, but nore to follow. Thank you. Thank you, M.

Chai r.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Senator
Hi rono, pl ease.

Senat or H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. And
congratul ations to each of our nom nees. Welcone to your
famlies. | ask the followng two initial questions
relating to a nomnee's fitness to serve for all of the
nom nees who cone before any of ny commttees on which |
Sit.

And we wll start with Dr. Schm dt and just go right
down the line. Since you becane a |egal adult, have you
ever made unwanted requests for sexual favors or commtted
any verbal and physical harassnment or assault of a sexual
nat ure?

Dr. Schmdt: No.

Ms. Dalton: No.

Dr. Ericsson: No.

50
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Senator Hi rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenent related to this kind of conduct?

Dr. Schmdt: No.

Ms. Dalton: No.

Dr. Ericsson: No.

Senator Hirono: For all of you, cruise hypersonic and
bal listic mssiles continue to present a conplex threat,
particularly in the | NDOPACOM ACR

And the Departnent of Defense's approach to mssile
defense in this region is split across nultiple
organi zations, including Mssile Defense Agency, Space
Devel opnent Agency, the Air Force, | NDOPACOM and NORTHCOM

Thi s begs the question of whether there is duplication
of effort or stovepipes in the technol ogy devel oped
-- technol ogi cal devel opnent required for this inportant
m ssion. For all of you, how would you work across
agencies to ensure that the Departnment of Defense is
devel opi ng the nost advanced solution to our mssile
def ense chal | enges?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator, it is very inportant that we
have effective mssile defense, particularly for the new
generation of hypersonic mssiles.

Speaki ng from an operational testing perspective, |
woul d worked very closely with nmenbers of the Test Resource

Managenent Center as well as the service labs in order to
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make sure we had the appropriate environnments, the | ong
range test corridors for doing the testing, to make sure
that we have the appropriate sky based assets, such as sky
range to be able to test the information effectively, and
al so make sure that the workforce, both in the operational
testing community and other parts, have the appropriate
skills and resources to do their job effectively, if
confi r med.

Senator Hi rono: Senator Dalton.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you. And | appreciate you
hi ghlighting this critical issue. Having worked on the
m ssil e defense review, | know how vital it is for us to
address the mssile defense for our honel and and across
regi ons of great inportance.

| understand that the Departnent of the Air Force is
-- the acquisition authority for air cruise mssile defense
of the honel and has been working with OSD Acquisition and
Sustai nment to determ ne the appropriate acquisition and
managenent activities that are necessary to integrate the
collective efforts across the Departnent.

And t he success of the Joint Force can only cone from
the full integration of resources and capabilities. That
starts with defining what our priorities are that flow from
our strategic guidance docunents such as the MDR and the

NDS, and then pulling those through our program budget
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revi ew process every year. And so, you have ny comm t nent
to do that.

Senator Hirono: Since the Air Force is the entity,
but we have all these other entities involved, and when
t hat happens, there is a tendency for people not to be
getting together. So, ny expectation is that should you be

confirnmed, this is an area m ssile defense, and

particularly of course with regard to Hawaii, is an area
that you will pay attention to.
One nore thing for you, Secretary Dalton. | was at

Joi nt Base Pear| Harbor H ckam and | saw the disrepair of
the H ckam Airfield parking ranp, which endangers the Air
Force readiness -- inpacts AF' s ability to project power
from Hawai i .

Now, we need all of the services commtnment to ensure
infrastructure will support m ssion readiness. And | found
that was just totally unacceptable that these ranp areas
are -- cannot support the kind of planes, the planes that
we need to take off should there be any -- anything
relating to, for exanple, Taiwan.

So, Ms. Dalton, very briefly, how do you intend to
address infrastructure across the Air Force? And | would
really like to see a request and | eading up to the next
NDAA about the -- in particular with regard to the ranp

situation at H ckam
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Ms. Dalton: Senator, | agree with you that we need to
ensure that we have resilient and operable infrastructure,
particularly for the Indo-Pacific given the PRC pacing
chall enge. And the runway that you highlight is one of
those critical nodes for our access basing and overflight.

And so, if confirmed, you have ny commtnent to ensure
that we are nmaking the necessary investnents to ensure that
we have resiliency in our infrastructure to neet our
oper ati onal objectives.

Senator Hrono: M tinme is up, but M. Chairmn, |
just want to nention. For Dr. Ericsson, | amvery glad
that you are so focused on the need to support STEM
particularly for wonmen and mnorities, because we are not
payi ng attention to, |I would say, 50 percent of our
popul ati on.

And | actually have a bill that would support and
pronote STEM education for wonen and mnorities, and that
bill happens to be in the Judiciary commttee, but
obvi ously, you have a lot of famliarity with how i nportant
STEM backgrounds are for our hiring purposes and the people
that we need for DOD so that we can keep our conpetitive
advant age.

So, should you be confirned, | amreally going to be
very interested in what kind of progranmmatic things you are

going to pursue to nmake sure that in your, what we call in
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Hawai i , kul eana, your area of responsibility, that you are
very much pronoting STEM for wonen and mnorities. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono. Senator
Tuberville, please.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks
for being here today. Huge responsibility. | think we all
hopefully well understand here and your position that we
all -- we don't work for a President, we don't work for a
party, we work for the taxpayers and the citizens of this
country.

| have been here three years. W are going on $1
trillion a year budget in the mlitary. The biggest threat
to our national security is going to be our debt. W wll
be at $40 trillion before we knowit. And so, you all have
huge responsibilities protecting our country, building the
best mlitary ever, and also making sure that we are able
to afford it in the future.

Dr. Ericsson, | am proud of what you have been sayi ng
about STEM | am from Al abama, Huntsville. You have been
in Huntsville several tinmes being at NASA. W are huge in
t he ESOP busi ness, you know, enployee owned snal
busi nesses.

What are your thoughts about those? And again, ny

t houghts of just know ng what | know about Huntsville, with
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400 or 500 of them we couldn't survive. You know,
anything to do with NASA and m ssile defense, if we didn't
have the small busi nesses and take care of them make sure
that they are conpetitive.

Dr. Ericsson: Senator Tuberville, thank you for
acknow edgi ng our Huntsville facilities. | have al so had
the fortune of having an Al abama student this year working
with me, an intern. | wote 17 different recomrendati ons
for him and he is nowin grad school.

So, it is critical, the snmall business. | believe
that America is built on the back of small businesses. W
don't get to big without small, right. And so, for ne, it
has been sonething that | have been very vehenently, you
know, supporting because that comunity is -- and it is
just so inportant.

So, ny ideas are to listen, learn, and share, to
create roadshows and workshops to help small businesses
t hrough this onerous process that they often have to i nvoke
on to just get selected, and then al so hel ping themthrough
the valleys of death that we have identified.

It is critical that we are ultimately going to provide
ot her sources of resources |ike venture capitalism
commercial industry, partnering with themto naybe bring
that to bid and manufacture.

So, | look at several different ways that we hope we
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t he i nnovative technol ogy we need.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you. Secretary Dalton, |
amsure you are fed up a little bit with this border wall.
W all are. | know people in Al abama that just bought
border wall for $0.10 on the dollar, $300,000 worth for
$30,000. Razor wire for $0.20 on the dollar.

The Anerican taxpayer, | nmean, we are all in this
together. They don't deserve this. They don't deserve to
pay this top dollar and then | ose noney on sonethi ng that
we probably shoul d be using anyway.

And you are getting ready to go into a job that is
going to control $200 billion in the Air Force. And as you
get into this job, if confirnmed, hopefully you will | ook
back going, hey, | have got to do a better job. \Wether it
Is ny responsibility or sonebody else's, we all see what is
goi ng on.

And so, we have got to protect our country. W got to
protect the taxpayer. Dr. Ericsson, what is your
assessnent of the defense systens that we have sent to
Ukrai ne and Israel, the success that we have had? Wat is
your thoughts?

Dr. Ericsson: Senator, did you nean to direct that
Dr. Schmdt --?

Senator Tuberville: | nean, Dr. Schm dt, Dr. Schm dt,

57
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yes.

Dr. Ericsson: Thank you.

Dr. Schmdt: Senator Tuberville, | have not had a
chance to understand yet, because | haven't been confirned,
what we are actually providing to Ukraine. But if
confirmed this position, | will take a very careful | ook at
that, especially fromthe point of view of ensuring that
the systens that we do provide are effectively -- are
effective, suitable, survivable, and lethal. And would be
happy to neet with you and your staff.

Senat or Tuberville: The one thing | want you to | ook
into is that recently I net wth sone sailors, sone naval
of ficers that have been on sone of these ships, shooting
down sone of these drones in the Red Sea.

And their concern is we are spending $1 million on a
m ssil e shooting down a $5,000 drone. And that is
sonmething we can't afford. So eventually we have got to
get to the point where -- we understand that we don't need
to | ose any vessel.

We got to nmake sure that we protect ourselves. But we
al so need to be able to identify and use the right things
that we need to use that are not costly, because as | said,
we are getting close to $1 trillion. Wat is your thoughts
on that?

Dr. Schm dt: Senator Tuberville, that is an
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| ot of work on lighter weight, cheaper, yet still effective
weapon systens such as directed energy. Many of those
weapon systens are based on advanced R&D.

| would be very commtted, if confirnmed, to making
sure the testing procedures we used for those systens, nake
sure that they are, in fact, capable of doing their job at,
as you nentioned, a fraction of the cost in order to
protect the warfighters who are in harm s way.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. And one other thing I
just want to say real quick is saving noney, but we spent a
| ot of noney, and we need to have the best, | wll say
that. But, for 10 years we have been trying to build this
KC-46, and we continue to give a conpany a second and third
and fourth chance.

Talking to Admral Aquilino in the Indo-Pacific, we
need a | ong range tanker. W have got to have -- and to
continue to give a conpany second, third, fourth, fifth
chances to build sonething that it obviously can't build,
we need to sonetinmes | ook at another alternative.

So, hope you would do that well, you, Secretary
Dal ton, you, Dr. Schm dt when you get in your position.

Dr. Schmdt: Absolutely, Senator, yes. | wll do
t hat .

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you, Chairman.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.
Senat or Ki ng, please.

Senator King: | want to follow up on Senat or
Tuberville's questions. It is actually worse than he said.
The missiles that we are using to shoot down a $2, 000 drone
cost $2 to $4 mllion apiece. That is like shooting a duck
with a howtzer.

And we are woefully behind on the issue of directed
energy. Dr. Ericsson, that is one of the areas where we
have -- hypersonics and directed energy, we have |ost the
race, or we are badly losing the race.

There is a ship now, to you Dr. Schmdt, there is a
ship called USS Preble that has directed energy capability.
It isin San Diego. It ought to be in the Red Sea. Don't
you think the Red Sea would be a good place to test the
ship right now rather than on who knows what in the
Pacific?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator, | don't have enough know edge
to know what state of readiness that systemis in. But to
your point, the faster we can get these systens to the
fight and make sure they are going to work when they get
there, the better.

Senator King: Well, ny understanding is that this
shipis intesting and training in San Diego. Then it is

going to Japan. | hope you will take back to the
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Departnment that maybe it ought to go to the Red Sea, so we
are not spending $2 nmillion for every bullet that we are
firing at $2,000 Houthi drones.

Dr. Ericsson, hypersonics and directed energy. W got
a lot of catch up to do. This should be a hair on fire
urgent priority. Do you agree?

Dr. Ericsson: Senator, yes | do. | am always excited
when | hear about hypersonics, and | am hopi ng that maybe
some of the technol ogy we are devel opi ng at NASA,
particularly with the X-59, if there is ways that we can
i nfuse that and bring together the two different agencies,
the Departnent of Defense and our agency to maybe further
t hat technol ogy.

Senator King: WlIl, the other piece is defense
agai nst hypersonics. That is another place where we have
fallen down. Chinese hypersoni c advantage renders a | ot of
our forward deploynent strategy in the Pacific ineffective
If we don't have a defense against their hypersonic
mssiles. | hope defense against hypersonics is a high
priority as well.

Dr. Ericsson: Yes, sir. | wll definitely -- it is
part of ny portfolio to nake sure we transition that
critical technology early. And so, | wll work with
-- across the Departnents to help us do that.

Senator King: | would like to see urgency here. Now,
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you mentioned several times about snmall businesses. W
have had testinony before this conmttee, and | have tal ked
to a nunmber of small businesses in the tech sector, that
have sinply given up doing business with the Departnent of
Def ense. Too nuch bureaucracy, too nuch forns, too nuch
tinme.

So, if you are serious about tapping the energy and
i nventiveness of our small businesses, that has got to
change. And | would urge you to set up sone kind of
listening programto find out where the bottl enecks are,
where the problens are.

Wiy is a 12 person engineering firmthat's on to
sonmet hing i nportant sinply not going to bother comng to
the Departnent of Defense? Wich, is that sonething that
you think you m ght be able to undertake in order to try to
find why smal |l er businesses aren't doing business with us?

Dr. Ericsson: Senator, you know how they say great
mnds think alike? WlIlIl, that is actually what | have in
mnd. | amlooking forward to having roadshows and
opportunities to have workshops, and to listen and | earn.

| understand that sone of the problens that the
Departnent of Defense has with their SBIR STTR prograns
are very simlar to what we have experienced i n NASA and
those are sone of the things that we were able to do.

So, bringing those | essons |earned to this conmunity
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woul d be an asset, | think, which is valuable, if | amto
be confirned.

Senator King: | would | urge you to do that. And |
woul d suggest you think about how do we nake fewer fornms,
how many pages have to be submtted, how big is the RFP. |
don't have it with ne, but the RFP for a new handgun was
this thick. W have got to be thinking about setting
reasonabl e requi renents.

Dr. Schmdt, as far as testing, your concern, a |ot of
testi nmony we have had with regard to the Chinese approach
to these things, |ike hypersonics, is they are not afraid
to fail. SpaceX has that sane phil osophy. They learn from
failure. W seemto have this idea that every test has to
be successful .

| hope that you will think about and | ook at the way
t he Chi nese conduct their R&D, which involves testing,
testing, testing, failing, failing, failing, and then
getting it right. Rather than a focus entirely on every
test has to work. Do you see ny point?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator King, having worked in
comrerci al software technol ogy for decades, the fail fast,
| earn fast nodel is sonmething that | amvery deeply aware
of and appreci ate.

Naturally, we also have to bal ance that w th making

sure we don't harmthings when we test, but that is where
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particul ar technol ogy advances in high fidelity synthetic
envi ronnments and nodel i ng and sinul ati on environments where
we can fail repeatedly and learn fromour |essons w thout
necessarily putting people in harns way.

Senator King: Final question. Secretary Dalton, KC
46, the 101st Refueling Wng in Bangor, affectionately
known as the MAINEi acs, could use those airplanes. W have
got to get themout there.

We have got to have that technology of air supply, of
fuel supply. W are facing a gap if we don't get this
right. So, | hope that continued pressure is being put on
Boeing to solve the visual problemand to get those
airplanes out there, and | hope to see sone of them going
t o Bangor .

Ms. Dalton: Senator, first of all, ny nomis from
Bangor, so | have a special corner of ny heart for Bangor.

Senator King: Congratulations --

Ms. Dalton: But --

Senator King: You just got ny vote.

[ Laughter.]

Ms. Dalton: To the point, for the KC-46, this is
vital for us to be able to win the war with that refueling
capability.

It provides, you know, also opportunities as we | ook

at the strategic basing process to see what are the
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requi rements, what can line up in ternms of the installation
to support those requirenents.

And so, you do have ny commtnent to |look at this
particular issue set to make sure we are neeting our
obj ecti ves.

Senator King: Thank you. Thank you all very much.
Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King. Senator
Budd, pl ease.

Senator Budd: Thank you, M. Chairman. And thank
you, and good norning to the nom nees for being here.
Secretary Dalton, thanks for being in ny office | ast week.
| got a few questions. Appreciate a sinple yes or no, when
able, so that we can get through all these.

So, in your current role, you have direct
responsibility for policy and planni ng oversi ght of defense
support of civilian authorities, including the mlitary
support of the Departnment of Honel and Security at the
Sout hwest border. That is correct?

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Senator Budd: R ght. Thanks. So, in our discussion,
you nmentioned taking nultiple trips to the Sout hwest border
in the |ast year and wtnessing firsthand the inm gration
crisis. |Is that correct?

Ms. Dal ton: Yes.
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Senator Budd: So, in our neeting, you acknow edged
that there is, in your words, sonme utility in enploying
barriers at the border. |Is that correct?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, as part of a system of border
security --

Senator Budd: Let's try to stick to a yes and no, if
you coul d.

Ms. Dalton: As part of a system of border security
managenent, in ny personal view, | believe a border barrier
can --

Senator Budd: So, | amjust going back to, in our
neeting, you did acknow edge that there is sone utility
enpl oyi ng barriers, correct?

Ms. Dalton: As part of a system of border security
managenent .

Senator Budd: So, | take that as a yes. So, it
shoul d cone as no surprise to anyone that enploying
barriers would help redirect the novenent of |arge groups
of people to ensure econony of force.

And if Border Patrol is able to deploy nore
effectively, then DHS demand for DOD support woul d
ultimately go down. And it seens that would be in
everyone's best interest. Do you agree with that, it would
be in everyone's best interest if DHS demand for DOD

support ultimtely go down?
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Ms. Dalton: Senator, | believe that if DHS was fully
resourced for its mssion, its statutory lead role in
border security, then we could reduce the denmand on D)D.

Senator Budd: And that woul d be good, correct?

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Senator Budd: Ckay. So, it is why nmy coll eagues and
| are concerned about the Adm nistration's decision to
auction off border wall materials rather than install them
and actually and help -- actually help Border Patrol do
their job. And | have been there. W tal ked about that.
| have seen the materials feet away fromthe intended wall.

So, what really concerned ne, though, was when |
asked, given your border visits, whether you had either
advocated personally for a change in policy regarding the
use of border wall materials, or even been part of any
conversation internally to do so? And you stated, and |
guote, "it is not nmy job to advocate for a change in
policy. It is ny job to inplenment what the Adm nistration
tells nme."

Now, Secretary Dalton, you have been nom nated to
serve as the nunber two civilian in the Air Force and that
posi ti on demands i ndependent judgnent and | eadership. So,
when faced with tough decisions, including the ones you may
di sagree with, are you just going to do what those over you

tell you to do, or should we expect different?
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Ms. Dalton: Senator, the President nade a day one
decision to halt construction of the border wall. | ama
menber of the Admnistration, and so | ampart of the team
that is inplenenting his policies across the board.

The border barrier issue and the disposition of
materials does not fall into ny portfolio. |If confirmed as
Undersecretary of the Air Force, the job would be to advise

Senat or Budd: | understand, but you have taken it

upon yourself to go on personal fact finding mssions,

whi ch you said a few questions ago. So, | appreciate the
| ati tude that you do have. | w sh you woul d have used sone
her e.

So, | want to change gears, Secretary Dalton. | have

been a strong advocate for not letting the fighter capacity
gap between the United States and China continue to grow.
W spoke briefly about that.

So, what do you think is the proper tactical fighter
inventory mx that the Air Force should maintain? And what
Is the right mx of fourth and fifth generation aircraft
that we should maintain, while at the sane tine, we are
I nvesting in sixth generation?

Fighters are in demand around the world, not just for
a potential China fight. So, what are your thoughts there?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, well, first of all, thank you so
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much for your support at Seynour Johnson. And | did enjoy

our conversation about the support that your State is

provi di ng.
If confirmed, | would | ook forward to supporting
Secretary Kendall in his vision to re optimze the

Departnent of the Air Force for great power conpetition,
and that includes |ooking at the Force Design for the Air
Force and the Space Force going forward to ensure that we
strike the right bal ance between noderni zi ng our
capabilities, but also being ready for any contingencies
that we may face today or in the current security

envi ronnment goi ng forward.

There is a balance to be struck there. It is a
strategy that is not without risk, but it is far riskier to
find ourselves in a conflict with the PRC and not have the
right capabilities to operate in a congested environnent.

Senator Budd: Thank you. | yield.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Budd.
Senat or Warren, please.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman. And
congratulations to all of our nom nees, and wel cone to your
famlies.

Dr. Schm dt, you have been selected to head up the
testing office that was created to provi de Congress and the

public with the unvarni shed truth about whether the planes

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

70

and tanks and ships that servicenenbers operate are safe
and effective. There is no greater responsibility.

I n Novenber, a V-22 OGsprey crashed during a training
accident in Japan, killing eight, including one of ny
constituent, Staff Sergeant Jake Glliher. An
i nvestigation is currently underway, but we already know
that the Gsprey has had a troubled history of safety
probl ens. The job of the testing office that you would
head up is to bring those concerns to light and to help
prevent future accidents like this one and save |ives.

One of the ways that the office is supposed to do that
I's through its annual report. Wile we need to keep our
nost sensitive secrets classified, this commttee often
sees DOD using designations like, "controlled uncl assified

information,"” to keep the public in the dark, neaning that
the information is not actually classified, but the
mlitary wants to keep the information away fromthe
public, nonethel ess.

Dr. Schmdt, if confirmed, do you conmt to ensuring
that the testing offices report inforns the public as nuch
as possi bl e about the problens that we need to fix in order
to make sure that our weapons are safe?

Dr. Schmdt: Yes, Senator, to the nmaxi nal extent

possi bl e.

Senator Warren: That is what | want to hear. You
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know, defense contractors and even our mlitary services
soneti mes have other priorities, |like making the testing
process faster or glossing over problens, to keep these
weapons prograns on schedule. But the testing office is
supposed to be an i ndependent referee.

If the testing office determ nes that a weapon is
unsaf e, you have an obligation to say that you can't
recommend buying nore of it, even if we have al ready spent
billions of dollars on it and even if the contractors are
poundi ng on your door, pressuring you to give your stanp of
approval .

So, Dr. Schmdt, do you prom se that you will cone to
this commttee and tell the public if you conclude that a
systemis not safe for our service nenbers to operate?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator, the independence of this office
is crucially inmportant, and I will do everything and work
Wi th you and your conmttee as nuch as possible to nake
sure we get the systens to fight that work and saf eguard
our servicenen and wonen.

Senator Warren: And you will cone to this commttee
if you feel like there's inappropriate pressure on your
of fice?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator, if | see inappropriate issues
that | amnot able to address through ny owmn neans, | wll

come and discuss themw th the commttee.
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Senator Warren: Al right. Because ensuring the
safety of our service nenbers nmeans standing up for
transparency and agai nst any pressure that would conprom se
the integrity of the testing process, it is essential that
your conduct be above reproach.

Even the appearance of bias in your assessnents of the
safety of our weapons prograns would be a nortal wound to
your office and to your ability to advocate for our service
menbers.

| do not ever want us to have to tell another mlitary
famly that we ask their son or their daughter to buckle
into a piece of equi pnent that we knew was unsafe. Thank
you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren. Senator
Mul I'i n, please.

Senator Mullin: Thank you, M. Chairman. Ms. Dalton,
| did enjoy visiting with you, and actually, all three of
you all in the office.

And | asked you this question why you are in there,
and | would like for you to be as precise as possi bl e.
Coul d you pl ease explain in roughly 60 seconds why you are
gqualified to be the Undersecretary of the Air Force?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | have deep appreciation for our
service nmenbers. And though |I have not worn the uniform

nysel f, | have been on the sane teamw th them since |I was
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22 years old, and | have famly nenbers that have al so
served.

If confirnmed, | would work with officers and enli sted
| eaders to ensure that we are providing the best possible
care and support for our Airnen and CGuardi ans that they
certainly deserve. | also wanted to share just a very
short story.

In 2010, when | was a career civil servant, | turned
down an opportunity at the Wiite House to serve on the
Nati onal Security Council to deploy as a civilian advisor
to Af ghani stan because | believe that is where ny country
needed nme the nost at that tine.

And as a defense civilian, | thought it was inportant
to understand what it was like to work in an operational
command in wartinme. In ny over 20 years in defense, | have
| earned that civil mlitary dialog is vital to provide the
best possible options and potential solutions to the
Secretary of Defense and the President. And in our
denocracy --

Senator Mullin: M am what | amtrying to do here is

Ms. Dalton: -- Senator, we are fortunate to have
civilian oversight of the mlitary.
Senator Mullin: Ckay. Listen, | amtrying to give

you as nuch | eeway as possible for you to describe why you
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are qualified to be the Undersecretary of the Air Force. |
understand the duties, and | will read it pretty plain.

Here are the duties and responsibilities, responsible
for the affairs of the Air Force, Space Force, including
organi zi ng, training, equipping both services for the
wel fare of approximtely 700,000 active duty guards,
reserves, civilian, and personnel.

Oversees an annual budget of nore than $173 billion in
direct strategies, policy devel opnent, risk managenent,
pur chasi ng of weapons, technol ogy investnent, and human
resource managenent. | amjust |ooking for qualifications.
You didn't give ne any qualifications, you gave ne your
hi story, your story.

But what makes you qualified to be the Undersecretary
of the Air Force? W are at a serious, critical tinme right
now in this country, and we need the best and the
brightest. And | am sure you are great, and | am sure you
are extrenely bright, but are you the best to be the
Undersecretary of the Air Force? | don't see it.

And not -- that is no stab. | amjust saying that at
a time when we are training over transitions fromfuture
fighters, fromaircraft, fromweapons systens, we are
getting at transition out of the war on terror going into
conventional warfare, we are behind in a |ot of systens

that we are trying to get to.
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The Air Force plays a pivotal role in this. The
National CGuard is getting divested of aircraft on a daily
basis wwth nothing in reserve for the interval to pick up.
That is a direct reflect to our honeland. And the
Undersecretary is going to be involved in all this wth
decision making. And | am having a very hard tinme to see
your qualifications on this. This is why |I gave you tine
to explainit.

And you go into a story about being on the sanme team
and about, you know, you turned down a position to
-- another political position to be able to run in and to
be, you know, sent to Afghanistan, which | don't underm ne
that at all. | just don't see how that nakes you
qualified. It doesn't nake you a bad person, | just don't
think you are the best person for the job right now.

And that is what we are | ooking for right now W are
trying to recruit the best and the brightest nen and wonen
to join our arned services to begin with. W need to know
that they had the best and the brightest |eading themtoo.
And unfortunately, | don't feel like that is you. | yield
back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Miullin. Senator
Peters, please.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. M. Dalton

as | believe you know, the Air Force has recently announced
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that Selfridge Air National Guard Base in Mchigan wll
receive a future squadron of 12 new KC-46 refueling
tankers, which will replace an aging, fleet of tankers that
we currently have.

I think this announcenent certainly denonstrates
Selfridge's trenmendous value to the Air Force, but it also
ensures that Selfridge wll continue to play a key role in
securing our national defense for decades to cone.

And while | amthrilled, and folks all around the
Selfridge Air National Guard Base are thrilled with the
deci sion, we are also, all of us together in a strong
bi parti san way, are commtted to nmaking sure that we can
have a future fighter mssion to replace agi ng A-10s that
are currently stationed there.

So, with this in mnd and in the formal basing
announcenents we had with Secretary Kendall, he expressed
in no uncertain terns so that Selfridge in no way is
precluded fromgetting a fighter m ssion, even though we
have just received this KC 46 m ssion and an increase in
aircraft, we are still will be considered for future
fighter m ssions.

And so, ny question for you ma'amis, if confirned,
will you maintain the Air Force's ongoing conmmtnent to
ensure that Selfridge is not precluded fromconpeting for a

future fighter m ssion?
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And will you also conmt to ensuring that Selfridge is
fully, fully considered for future fighter basing m ssions?

Ms. Dalton: Senator Peters, first of all, thank you
and to your State for hosting Selfridge and the trenendous
capability that it has afforded the A r Force.

Going forward, | know the Departnent of the Air Force
I's looking at bringing new capabilities online and its new
requi rements are therefore defined. W have to | ook at
what is the right fit for any given installation and
wor ki ng through the strategic basing process to ensure that
we have got analytic rigor to back that up that is
repeatabl e no matter what basing | ocation that the
Departnent is | ooking at.

So, if confirned, you have ny comm tnent to have an
open conversation and ongoing dialog with you, with the
| ocal authorities, wth the installation commander as the
Air Force reviews what requirenents we have goi ng forward,

I f confirnmed, and to ensure that we have got the right
mat ch for any given base to include Selfridge.

Senator Peters: WlIl, very good. M. Dalton, as you
know, the Indo-Pacific is certainly the DOD's priority
conbat ant theater right now.

The return of great power conpetition as a threat to
the United States is on full display that we watch every

day wth China and Russia trying to alter the rul es based
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i nternational order.

And this theater conmes with sone uni que chal |l enges and
significant challenges that you are well aware of,
requiring both strategic and versatile aircraft |ike the
KC-46 that will be stationed at Selfridge Air and Nati onal
Guar d.

So, with this in mnd, wuld you pl ease share for the
comrittee the role that the KC-46 are going to play in the
| ndo- Paci fic and as part of the broader national security
strategy and why these are going to be essential aircraft
for decades to cone.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you. And as you
hi ghli ghted, the PRC is our nbst consequential strategic
conpetitor.

And it is with a great sense of urgency that we need
to nove forward to ensure that we are investing in the
capabilities that can deter aggression, and if called upon,
to fight and win the nation's wars.

The fact of the matter is, in any given scenario, our
tanker refueling capability is vital for us to be able to
conduct and sustain operations over great distances that we
may find ourselves in and certainly in the |Indo-Pacific.

And so, | understand that the Departnent of the Ar
Force is noving out on the nodernization efforts for the

KC-46, and al so to ensure the uninterrupted
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recapitalization of current capabilities so that we don't
have a gap in being able to deliver for our warfighting
capability.

And if confirnmed, you have ny commtnent to review
that Force Design and to ensure that we continue to neet
the noment in terns of the capability that needs to be
del i vered.

Senator Peters: Right. WlIl, thank you. Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator Peters.
Senator Schmtt, please.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, M. Chairman. | want to
direct ny questions to Secretary Dalton. You have
mentioned in your opening statenent that you promsed to
tinmely account -- to in a tinmely manner account for
I nformati on.

You want to provide information to this commttee.
That is a statenent about what you intend to do. But I
t hi nk what has been brought out in this commttee thus far
IS you haven't done that.

And so, when you are before this conmttee for a
pronotion, all we can do is |ook at your track record and
that isn't your track record. And on an issue that, by the
way, is not sone footnote in a white paper. W are talking

about the border wall that has been the topic of nuch
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conversation in this country for a long tine. And | know
you have your prepared statenent.

And | find it perhaps nore alarm ng that your response
I's, you keep saying it is not in your portfolio. Wth all
due respect, you are the Assistant Secretary for this
-- actually for honeland defense. And if that doesn't cut
it, I can't -- so in Mssouri, in nost places in the
country, $130,000 is twi ce the anbunt an average famly
makes in a year.

Under your watch, we were paying to store these
materials $130,000 a day. |In any other tine in this town,
prior to now with the new cycle so fast, that would have
been a scandal. But the idea that we are just supposed to
wi sh this away now by saying it is not on your portfolio
falls short.

So, either you knew, and you didn't do anythi ng about
it, or you didn't know, which is what you are saying, unti
the letter cane before you and then you engaged in your
fact finding mssion, which perhaps is nore concerning.

And then after that, in the letter, you say, well, we
are mtigating those costs now. It is not $130,000 a day,
it is $160,000 a nonth because we are selling this off.

So, to add insult to injury, by one account, one
contractor, one conpany was able to purchase $4.4 nillion

worth of steel tubes for just $156,000. Do you think
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t axpayers?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, you have ny conmtnent for any
resources that fall under ny portfolio that --

Senator Schmtt: No, no. GCkay. Forget about your
portfolio. Wat is in your portfolio. W have established
that you don't take responsibility. | amasking you, is
that a good deal for taxpayers?

Ms. Dalton: No.

Senator Schmitt: Okay. And so, now we are in a
situation -- and by the way, it is worth pointing out too,
In the auction of these materials, it has been reported
that they are purposely not to be referred to as anything
related to Trunp, Mexico, or the controversial border wall.

So, | think it is inportant for the Anerican citizens
to understand that this is being described to contractors
on this auction, | guess, that they are referred to as
steel tubing and sticks for industrial construction.

Ma' am do you think that is obfuscating what is happening
here of the selling off of these materials, to not be
honest about what is actually happeni ng?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | did not wite the way that
t hat was descri bed, so | would have to defer to those that
that did. | believe that we need to provide transparency,

certainly to Congress and to the Anerican people, on al
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matters related to national defense.

Senator Schmtt: So, | think, innm limted tinme, |
just want to say, it is not personal, but | think what you
are gathering fromthe tenor of these questions, you are
bei ng nom nated for the nunber two civilian position at the
Depart ment of Defense.

That has enornous responsibility. And the idea that
everything that is bad or on such an issue that is high
profile -- the American people want our border to be
secure. They also want us to be good stewards of their tax
dollars. Neither one of those things are happening. It is

sort of the worst of all worl ds.

And now this Adm nistration is actually, | guess,
starting to construct a border wall -- parts of it. But
the idea that your unw llingness to sort of account for

this and take responsibility to ne is a nuch bigger issue,
because there is going to be sonething that happens where
this conmttee and the United States Senate or Congress has
to rely on you being forthcom ng.

You have shown that you won't be take responsibility,
you have shown that you won't be, in a very dangerous tine.
And you were charged with a very inportant job that had to
do with our Southern border, and your response tine and
time again was, | have no responsibilities here whatsoever,

and that is unfortunate. | yield back.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Schmitt. Senator
Rosen, pl ease.

Senat or Rosen: Well, thank you, Chairnman Reed. |
appreciate you holding this hearing. And | really want to
t hank the nom nees for being here today, for your
wi | lingness to serve and do these jobs here and our
country.

| want to talk a little bit about, just swtching
gears altogether, our nental health resources and support
systens, because we know how i nportant they are. It is
critically inmportant for our service nenbers, particularly
in my State of Nevada, for those facing the high
operational demands at installations |ike Creech and Nellis
Air Force Base, right.

So, given the unique chall enges of these Airnen,
Quardi ans, and their famlies encounter, including the
crews at chief -- they fly at renotely piloted aircraft,
they fly the drones, they fly in overseas conbat.

More needs to be done to ensure that they have
adequate nental resources -- are available for that type of
work. They are not in the theater, but they are, right.
They may be piloting from Nevada.

So, Secretary Dalton, if you are confirnmed, how would
you further strengthen nmental health support systens wthin

the Departnent of Air Force? And specifically, what
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ensure that our Airnen and CGuardians, as well as their
famlies, have better access to nore robust support as the
mssion is -- newer mssions, right, with technol ogy?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you so much for raising
this vital issue. And | believe that service nmenbers and
their famlies deserve the best possible care for their
service and sacrifice to our country. Health care is also
| nportant for readi ness of the force.

And whet her you are flying drones out of Creech Air
Force Base or you are deployed in the Indo-Pacific, there
are uni que stressors that may be particular to the
i ndividual, to the unit, and we need to be cogni zant of
that variation across the force.

And so, | believe that we need to take deliberate
efforts to destigmatize nental health. So, you know, there
is nore that certainly can be done in that regard. | know
the Departnent of the Air Force is working to inplenent the
Brandon Act, working with Congress and OSD to i npl enent
t hat .

| think that will go a long way to providi ng nore
program ng and access for those that are experiencing
mental health issues. And we need to | ower the barriers
for those that are seeking help as well, to ensure tinely

access, to ensure that resources are targeted for the
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parti cul ar individual.

And al so, given the national shortage of nental health
providers, we need to be able to connect the right people
in the right place. So, you have ny commtnent, if
confirmed, to address this.

Senator Rosen: | want to keep on this just a little
bit because | want to tal k again about the renotely pil oted
crews, like at Creech. They are eligible to receive nenta
heal th servi ces.

But for them for them when they hang up their
uniformand | eave the service, there is no identifier on
their record for their conbat operations, although they are
flying the plane in conbat operations.

So, they don't get to, they aren't allowed to receive
their guaranteed nental health services through the VA
And of course, in Fiscal Year 2024, the NDAA included ny
anendnent that requires, report establishing a conbat
status identifier so that RPA crews, well, they have
sonmething to justify their need for nmental health services
fromthe VA once they conplete their tine in service.

So, if confirmed, how would you seek to rectify this
ki nd of uni que probl enf

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you for highlighting the
uni que features that are facing our service nenbers serving

at Creech. And you have ny commitnent, if confirned, to

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

86

understand what nore we can do in ternms of creative
solutions to ensure that there is equitable access to
nmental health progranms and resources.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | amgoing to nobve on now
to Dr. Ericsson and tal k about naintaining our defense
t echnol ogi cal edge, because our gl obal conpetition,
declining R&D, contracting chall enges, and the STEM
wor kf orce gap, well, these are just a few of the
| npedi nrents that we know are erodi ng our technol ogi cal edge
over our adversaries, particularly China.

Conpoundi ng these issues is a |lack of avail able and
easy, accessible private capital to support defense focused
smal | busi ness, which has stunted growth and innovati on
across our country.

So, Dr. Ericsson, if confirnmed, you would oversee an
extensive portfolio that includes a small business
i nnovati on research and snmal |l busi ness technol ogy transfer
prograns, both of which are crucial for fostering
i nnovati on across the defense sector.

So, can you tal k about how this public, private
partnershi p nodel hel ps scal e defense contracted smal |
busi nesses? W have a |ot of those in Nevada. And what
can you do to ensure that that is continued, and their
conti nued success?

Dr. Ericsson: Senator Rosen, thank you for kind of
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this role. And if |I have confirmed, | amcomitted to
really supporting the small businesses. It is sonething
that | have been doing for sone tinme at the NASA CGoddard
Space Flight Center and for the agency.

I mentioned before that it actually is the backbone of
our country, and that is why it is such a critical
conmponent. They offer unique ideas in these snal
busi nesses. And what | seeis, is it really -- listening
to them and hearing the issues that have really sort of
retarded their ability to do it in a tinely fashion.

Utimtely, we want to transit these -- transition
t hese conponents, or what we say at NASA, infuse theminto
our mssions. | want to also be able to really reach out
to the younger generation, graduate students who have that
ability to apply for the SBTR prograns as well. | had one
in your State this sumrer, Abraham Castada, and he was from
Nevada. He also had issues with the nental capacity with
his fam |y nmenbers.

And so, | amvery sensitive to how we treat our
peopl e, and how we can infuse them and partner with the
STEM ecosystem that you nentioned. So, | hope that | | ook
forward to really working with you in your State and
reapi ng sone of the awards from Nevada.

Senator Rosen: Well, thank you. W don't get enough
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of those awards. And so, we | ook forward to you comng to
Nevada and tal king to our businesses, so we can contribute
as well. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen. Senator
Scott, please.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. M. Dalton, the
350 Spectrum Warfare Wng, activated in 2021, will be a
critical player in the fight agai nst conmuni st China. They
currently have over 330 positions to fill that they can't
because they don't have the m ssion space to allow these
people to work. So, can you tell nme what you are going to
do to rectify that?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you so much for the cal
| ast week, and thank you for hosting of the Spectrum W ng,
as well as your considerable support fromthe State of
Florida for space operations.

As we di scussed, Senator, given the contested
operating environnent that we find ourselves in, and
certainly would find ourselves in a conflict with the PRC
it is absolutely critical that we both have the --

Senator Scott: Let nme stop you just for a second.

Ms. Dalton: Yes.

Senator Scott: You can just give ne -- what are you
going to do to fix it? That is one issue. That is all

really care about.
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Ms. Dalton: Senator, you have ny conmitnent to dig
into the particulars, if confirmed, and to work with you on
a pat hway forward.

Senator Scott: Okay. Can we just go back. Wen you
were secretary -- Undersecretary of Honeland Security, did
you feel responsible for the border?

Ms. Dalton: | did, Senator, and that is why |I have
made repeated visits there.

Senator Scott: So, did you ever tell Secretary
Mayor kas that he was doing a crappy job?

Ms. Dalton: No, Senator.

Senator Scott: So, do you think -- does it bother you
that 70,000 people are dying of fentanyl overdose in the
country?

Ms. Dalton: It does very nuch.

Senator Scott: Wat did you do? You sold off
property. You didn't build the wall. W got terrorists
cone across our country. W got crimnals across our
country. W have many people cone in unvetted. You are
t he Undersecretary of Honel and security.

It is the biggest issue in nmy State. | can't imagine
what it is like in Texas or Arizona right now. You are the
Undersecretary, and | have not heard one thing you say
today that you took any responsibility for what happened.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, since | have been Assi stant
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Secretary for Honel and Defense and Hem spheric Affairs,
Secretary of Defense has authorized 2,500 National CGuard
personnel year over year in support of DHS at the Sout hwest

border. He has al so authorized 1,500 active duty personnel

Senator Scott: Go through the nunbers --

Ms. Dalton: as a surge |ayer.

Senator Scott: That happened -- | nean, if you, if
-- like I ama business guy. |If in business, if it didn't
wor k, you do what -- you change sonething. The nunbers are

not getting there. The nunbers aren't going down. You are
responsible for this. You are the Undersecretary, and you
are responsi ble. And nothing got better.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, it is the responsibility of the
Departnment of Honel and Security for border security.

Senator Scott: Gkay, so what is your responsibility?
Did you have none?

Ms. Dalton: | receive requests fromthe Departnent of
Honmel and Security on how t hey needed the Departnent of
Def ense to support them

And | provide options to the Secretary of Defense on
pat hways that are |legal, that are appropriate per posse
comtatus for our forces, and do not negatively i npact
trai ning and readi ness.

Senator Scott: So, and -- but you never told
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Mayor kas, you never told anybody el se that they weren't
doing their job?

Ms. Dalton: No, Senator.

Senator Scott: Just, why not? | nmean, you | ook at
the nunbers just |ike we do. You got a famly. You care
about your famly.

Ms. Dalton: | do very nuch.

Senator Scott: Yes. | nean, so why wouldn't you say
sonet hi ng?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | have attended nmany neetings in
terns of the Departnent, in the interagency, focused on
what i s happeni ng at the Sout hwest border.

| have routinely visited there. 1In fact, just two
weeks ago was down in San Di ego where unfortunately we see
a nunber of special interest mgrants com ng through the
bor der .

| have taken this incredibly seriously in ny role.
There are limts to what | can do per statute fromthe
Depart ment of Defense --

Senator Scott: But you didn't say anything. | nean,
you said you didn't -- you never said this is not working.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, it is not within ny purviewto
make changes to our -- over a border security policy. That
falls to the Departnent of Honel and Security.

Senator Scott: So, Undersecretary of Honel and
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Def ense, right?

Ms. Dalton: Assistant Secretary of Honel and Def ense
and Hem spheric Affairs.

Senator Scott: | mean, just | ook at the nunbers.

Look at the ook at the crimnals, the terrorists, the
dr ugs.

And so -- and then -- like, do you feel responsibility
to give us information, and then you -- it took forever to
even get information on what you were selling off. Doesn't
t hat bot her you?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, if |I may, on that point, it does
bot her ne because | take ny responsibilities as Senate
confirmed official very seriously.

| am di sappoi nted that we have not net the
expectations clearly of this body or of Congress. W are a
| earni ng organi zation at the Departnent of Defense, and you
have ny commtnent going forward in this role, and if
confirnmed as Undersecretary of the Air Force, to do better.
To provide tinely and accurate informati on when Congress
requests it.

Senat or Scott: Thanks.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Scott. Senator
Manchi n, pl ease.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, Chairman. Thank you all

for your service and wlling to continue to serve.
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Dr. Schmdt, this is for you. Directly, you oversee
the operational testing and next generation of weapons.
And the war in Ukraine, now the conflict in Israel, United
States, we have transferred significant anmounts of our
personal nunitions stockpile to Ukraine to stand forces,
and you know, of course, |Israel wants our assistance al so.

| am just asking, do you believe that | eaves us in
this untenabl e position where we m ght be stockpiling short
oursel ves for our national defense?

Dr. Schmdt: So, Senator, mnmy understanding in the
role of Director of Operational Testing and Eval uati on,
woul d be in the position to assess any systens that we my
provide to our allies and our coalition partners.

| amnot sure if it would fall within ny purviewto
deal with stockpile issues, but clearly, our stockpile and
maki ng sure that those capabilities are effective and
| ethal are very inportant as well, so | would nake sure to
foll ow that.

Senator Manchin: Maybe this is -- better -- doctor,
In recent war ganes -- you have probably seen the outcone
of recent warganes that we have showi ng that basically we
only have an eight day supply if China, if we engaged --

Dr. Schmdt: That is correct.

Senat or Manchin: 1s that concerning?

Dr. Schmdt: Very concerning, indeed. Yes. Yes,
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Senat or .

Senat or Manchin: Can you produce nore?

Dr. Schmdt: | amsorry?

Senator Manchin: Can you produce nore -- are we
capabl e of producing nore?

Dr. Schmdt: | amsure, Senator, we would be capabl e
of producing nore and in ny position, if confirnmed, we need
to make sure that whatever we produce is going to be
survi vabl e and | ethal when used in conbat.

Senator Manchin: M. Dalton, | would also like to
stay with the topic of current stocks of weapons to support
supply of allies or replace themas rapidly as we can with
our new next generation systens we are needing for our own
st ockpi | es.

Two perfect exanples are the Arny Tactical Mssile
Systenms, which is ATACMS, and the Dual Purpose | nproved
Conventional Minitions, which is DPICMs. Both are due for
ei ther replacenment or disposal, but it took so long for
themto basically be put in to use in Wkraine. Can you
explain that or why it took so long to transfer that in?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you for highlighting the
critical need for rejuvenating our approach to our
muni tions stockpiles, given the nultiple crises in which
our allies and partners are engaged in around the wrld and

what that neans for us going forward. | believe there is a

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

95

| ot of | essons |earned that --

Senator Manchin: No, | am saying, your input right
now -- if we are going to get rid, | will use the DPI C\Vs
-- | nmean, the ATACMS. They are like 1.2 mllion we had
stockpiled, and we are going to get rid of them-- it took
us a long tinme to get those back into where we agreed to
send X amount to Ukrai ne who needs them desperately.

That type of decisions, knowi ng what we are going to
deplete in the stockpile that we are not using themand are
never going to use them Rather than di sposing of them
giving themto our allies who need them desperately. That
I's the concern.

Il will give you another one. The agi ng unmanned
aircraft like the M9, the Reaper, they can be used as
di sposabl e assets to target ground ship based Russian anti -
aircraft equi pnent which allow manned Ukrainian aircraft a
fighting chance.

However, the request hasn't been taken seriously by
the Departnent. Has it been brought to your attention?

Ms. Dalton: It has not.

Senator Manchin: Could you raise that to that |evel?
The Reaper as we know it has a trenmendous platformto
deliver a lot of the weapons that we have avail able that we
are not going to use.

And it would help themtrenendously within this. And
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for some reason, | have been bringing to people's
attention. Can't get it up towards a concern.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | would be happy to |l ook into

Senator Manchin: W will give you nore of that to
your peopl e.

Ms. Dalton: Thank you.

Senator Manchin: And, to Dr. Ericsson, | would say
this. | have been bringing civilian and mlitary
| eadership to West Virginia throughout ny entire Senate
career to highlight our academ c prograns, our workforce,
and DOD owned Al |l eghany Ballistics Laboratory.

Unfortunately, the Departnent continues to spend an
awful lot of taxpayers’ noney and going into high cost
living areas. Qurs is not a high cost living area. And if
you don’t, just ask the FBI. They put their whole outfit
in Carksburg, West Virginia and it has been the best
return on investnent they have ever nade.

So, | am asking, do you have -- would you cone to
visit West Virginia and try to bring sone of those
resources to a quality of life they would enjoy and a | ow
cost of living, which I think the Departnent woul d enjoy
spendi ng | ess noney on?

Dr. Ericsson: Senator Manchin, thank you for your

time and getting to know you. As | nentioned during our

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

97

neeting, | amconmmitted to West Virginia. | have a mn
chapter fromthe Nesby Junior National Society of Black
Engi neers that partner with nme, and so | amcommtted to
your region. | definitely would | ook forward to comng to
view nore of the capabilities you have.

Senat or Manchin: W have a | ot of success stories

there and | think it would be worthwhile to take a visit to

show what is being produced right nowwith these -- with
sone of these sophisticated systens that we do -- it is a
blessing -- it is really unbelievable. But also, the FB
operation. | think you would enjoy that too.

Dr. Ericsson: | appreciate that --

Senator Manchin: Thank you all. Appreciate it very

much. Thank you --

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Manchin. And thank
you, Senator Cramer, for your patience. You are
recogni zed.

Senator Craner: M patience results in ny learning a
|l ot nmore, M. Chairman. And it has been fascinating, so
thank you all. Quickly, there is not one dam thing that
anybody prepared for ne that | amnot ready to tal k about,
because so many ot her things have cone up that | want to
tal k about.

And | don't have time to get a |lot of answers, but |

do want to nention to Dr. Ericsson and Dr. Schmdt, | want
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to put a finer point on the discussion you had with a
coupl e of ny coll eagues, and especially Senator King,
regardi ng nore appropriate counterneasures to these drones
that are comng at our mlitary nen and wonen.

The final point is, last night | went over to Walter
Reed, and | nmet with the famly of a North Dakota sol dier.
It was with Chief Warrant O ficer Garrett Illerbrunn is his
name. His parents were there. His wife, Lorna, who was
al so an arny aviator. He was injured on Christmas Day in
Erbil. | think it was attack nunber 115 or sonething |ike
that, that finally got a few of our guys. And he is
recovering over in Walter Reed.

And the one thing Lorna told ne that | could say, she
sai d, please check into why there is not a better
counterneasure. Now, this is a hero herself, married to a
hero with a seven year old little boy. And they are
t hi nki ng, where is our Governnent when 115 tines snall
drones cone after us and one gets through, and now they are
dealing with this.

So, | amjust illustrating that point for Chief
Warrant Officer Illerbrunn and his famly, and all of the
peopl e that he represents. W have got to do better than
firing mssiles at them Secretary Dalton, | had several
things on I SR and other things | wanted to visit with you,

but we m ght have to get back together, frankly.
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And | appreciated your visiting with me before. But
your response regarding the spy balloon to Senator Rounds
causes nme to just want to drill down a little bit nore.

You said you clearly were in the val ue chain of advisors.

When did you first |earn about the spy balloon, and
what was your initial advice to Secretary Austin?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, Secretary Austin first |earned
of the PRC spy balloon on January 27th, and | |earned about
it the sane day.

Senator Craner: \What was your initial --

Ms. Dalton: My initial advice was that we absolutely
needed to understand what capabilities were on the PRC high
altitude ball oon. NORAD, NORTHCOM was tracking it and
characterizing it. But we needed to get to the bottom of
what it was doing, what its intentions were.

Senator Craner: So hereis -- to nme, here is the
bi gger question, given your role. Wy didn't -- why was
there never an internal review? Wy didn't you initiate an
internal review of all the policies, the processes, the
siloing of the various, you know, the intelligence
agenci es, and NORAD, and DOD, and all of that?

In the absence of that, we did it. This conmttee put
in the NDAA a review. Did it ever occur to you, this is
somet hi ng maybe we should dig into a little bit and see

where our failings are?
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Ms. Dalton: Senator, in fact, we have incorporated
that in the devel opnent of our honel and defense policy
gui dance over the last year. It was signed by Secretary
Austin in Decenber.

It has benefited fromthe | essons |earned fromthe
PRC s experience, and there are anple | essons to be gl eaned
fromthat in ternms of what we need to do for our air and
-- the honeland in ternms of NORAD noderni zation, and a
nunber of other elenments that | could discuss in a
cl assified environment.

Senator Craner: But ny point isn't that you didn't
benefit trenmendously fromthe reviewthat it was initiated
by this conmttee and put it into law Wy didn't -- why
wasn't that instinctive to do that?

And in answering that, as | go into ny final mnute, |
woul d add to that, now that you have had the review, now
that you have seen the review, now that you have thought
about this and been chal |l enged, what woul d you do
differently if you knew on that date, Decenber 27th, what
you know now?

What m stakes were nmade that you -- that you nade,
per haps, in your counsel to the to the Secretary that you
woul d i nprove on?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | --

Senator Craner: It is okay to have been wong then,
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you know. A correction is what we are | ooking for.

Ms. Dalton: Thank you. And we are all human. But
the -- | think the benefit of having the investnents to
come i n NORAD noderni zati on would allow us to better
characterize these types of threats sooner, and then to be
able to devel op options for policynmakers and certainly for
the secretary and the President.

The other big | esson learned for ne is that as soon as
we have threats that are actionable, policy decisions
before they are made public, or any other DOD activities
that we owe oversi ght answers to Congress, that we need to
provide that in a tinely fashion.

And | understand that we have fallen short, based on
what | have heard from nenbers today, and we w ||
i ncorporate that into our response is going forward.

Senator Craner: Well, that is a comon thene
t hroughout all of the services, throughout, you know, the
entirety of ny existence here for sure is, not getting back
tous inatinely matter. But ny point was nore about the
crisis itself. Wat would you -- would you do anyt hi ng
differently, now?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, | think that we, as a conmunity,
coul d have had better national |evel integration at the
| ocal level. What | saw in the early days of the PRC have

was that we were very well wired for responding to
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And, you know, that is the day to day existence for
def ense supportive civil authorities. But it hadn't been
since WNI that we had had an incursion over US. territory
froma foreign adversary.

And so, you know, getting -- that national to Federal,
State, and | ocal integration happened, but | think in real
time, we could have been nore expeditious about it, and we
will do so going forward.

Senator Craner: Thank you for that. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Craner. Senator
Gl librand, please.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Secretary Dalton, congratul ati ons on your nom nation. And
t hank you for your service to the Departnent thus far,

i ncl udi ng your engagenent on the support for the anomal ous
heal th incident reviews. As DOD s lead for the AH cross-
functional team can you describe those efforts for the
comm ttee and where you see themgoing in the future?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you so much for your
support for the AH -CFT so that we can ensure that we are
provi ding the best possible support to DOD personnel and
other U. S. Governnent personnel that have reported such

i ncidents. There have been three lines of effort that we
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First and forenost is taking care of our people,
ensuring that they have the nedical and holistic support to
navi gate through their physiological or nental health
effects. The second is one that we have been pursuing
gquite robustly with Congress's support, and thank you for
that, is research into the types of technol ogi es that m ght
be causing these types of physiol ogical effects.

That is happening across nmultiple arns of the DOD
research enterprise to include the service | aboratories, to
i ncl ude DARPA and NSA. And then the third Iine of effort
has been on adaptati on.

If this is to be a future of the operationa
envi ronnment going forward, how does the Joint Force need to
adapt to those realities, and what can we be building in
ternms of force protection, in terns of other neasures to
ensure that they can operate through that type of
di sruption.

Senator G Illibrand: Thank you. W continue to hear
war ni ngs about the ability of the PRC to target our
critical infrastructure.

Not only does this infrastructure provide critica
services to Anericans across the country, but things |ike
el ectricity, water ports are al so necessary to nobilize

Amrerican mlitary mght in the event of a crisis.

103

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

104

G ven that nost of the infrastructure belongs to non-
Federal entities, it is essential that the DOD work with
those entities and other Federal agencies to ensure the DOD
Is able to execute its mssion whenever it is called to do
so. And it is your responsibility as Assistant Secretary
for Honel and Defense to oversee DOD s m ssion assurance and
responsibilities.

Understanding that this is an open venue, what do you
see as the nost significant challenges to DOD' s work in
this space? How would you characterize your relationship
W th sector risk nmanagenent agencies?

Are they providing the cooperation you need to ensure
DOD interests are protected? Wat is your assessnent of
the work of the Critical Infrastructure Defense Anal ysis
Center, and what is your relationship with non-DCD critica
operators | ook |ike?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, first of all, | want to thank
you for your support of our efforts on defense critica
i nfrastructure, the conversations we have had with you and
your staff, and your advocacy for the resourcing that the
Department needs to be able to do the analysis through the
Cl DAC for exanple, but also | ooking to work across
comm ttees.

Because we cannot succeed in building the resiliency

of our defense critical infrastructure and protecting those
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nost critical nodes for our warfighting m ssions wthout
t he cooperation of other Federal Departnents and agenci es.

So, thank you so nmuch for that cross commttee support
too. In ternms of what we have been focused on, it is
really prioritizing where are the nost critical -- defense
critical infrastructure nodes for our warfighting m ssions,
and how can we nobilize resourcing internal to the
Departnment for the areas that we own and control to address
and develop risk mtigation and build resiliency for those
nodes.

And then | ooking outside the wire, how do we need to
bui | d partnershi ps? How do we need to declassify or reduce
the classification of sensitive information to provide to
the private sector, to State and |local authorities, to
ot her Departnents and agencies to help us do that risk
mtigation?

There is, of course, nore that we could discuss in a
classified venue. | amdelighted that we did get the
honmel and def ense policy gui dance signed by Secretary
Austin, because that will provide us with a real driver
going forward to focus the Departnent's efforts on DCl.

Senator GIllibrand: Could you speak to your
relationship or outreach to the private sector?

Ms. Dalton: Absolutely, Senator. So, as the sector

ri sk managenent agency for defense critical infrastructure,
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we convened the Government Coordinating Council for the
defense industrial base, and we al so convened the GCN
Sector Coordi nating Council neeting with defense industr
base partners, bringing together both worlds. That has
been an opportunity to share cybersecurity best practice
to share our prioritization framework, and identify next
st eps together.

Senator G Illibrand: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you -- Senator Duckworth,
pl ease.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
nmorning to our witnesses and thank you all for appearing
today. M. Dalton, we talked a little bit about
aer onedi cal evacuati on.

Evacuati ng our wounded troops, like all other
| ogi stics functions, would prove difficult in the |Indo-
Paci fic, should a conflict arise. And a conflict in the
region would force our militaries flying anbul ances to
reckon with thousands of mles of open ocean. DOD woul d

not have full service health facilities within the |ndo-

106

I al

S,

Pacific region. The nearest would be Guam and then Hawaii .

And there would be chall enges transporting and cool
medi cal supplies in a contested environment. Successful

and professional aeronedi cal evacuation saved thousands

I ng

and
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t housands, tens of thousands of our troops lives in Iraq
and Afghanistan. | am concerned that the vast distances
within the Pacific would affect capacity for |ifesaving
aeronmedi cal evacuation in the region by basically making
t he gol den hour i npossi bl e.

If confirmed, Ms. Dalton, how would you prioritize the
Air Force's investnents in aeronedi cal evacuation
capabilities in the Indo-Pacific? And what ideas do you
have for expandi ng and extendi ng the gol den hour for
service nmenbers wounded in potential conflict in that
regi on?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you so much for neeting
with ne |ast week. And | enjoyed our conversation on this
and other quite inportant topics. | think you highlight an
area where, frankly, in the Departnment overall, and | have
seen this in nmy current role, we are not investing the
ri ght amount of attention, given, as you illustrated, how
we have seen the strain on our nmedical corps and capability
in wartine.

And given the conplexity of what we would find in the
| ndo-Pacific, we need to dig further into this. | have
seen in my current role, sone of the scenarios in which we
may be called upon in the honeland to defend the Anmerican
popul ation, to provide defense in support of civil

authorities, and to protect power forward that may actually
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draw upon critical capability in areas |ike nedical.

And we need to do nore scenario based work to
under stand, what are those requirenents across those
di fferent demand signals and how are we going to source
that. So, | think that type of approach could be quite
useful for other mlitary Departnents, to include the
Departnent of the Air Force, to take on board to have a
scenari o based approach to stress testing the capability
and capacity shortfalls that may exi st.

And so, if confirned, | would | ook forward to taking
t hat anal ytically based approach.

Senat or Duckworth: | also think and | would urge you
to consider involving our allies in those scenario based
approaches as wel |.

Ms. Dalton: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. Preparing for the
possibility of conflict in the Pacific would require the
DOD to invest in critical infrastructure and installations
wi thin the region.

So, continuing this conversation, our adversaries
coul d di srupt our sustai nment operations in the region by
damagi ng or destroying airfields, fuel storage, and
mai nt enance facilities. It is critical that we
recapitalize strategic assets and bases in the region to

make them nore resilient and ready for contested
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environment, including making themnore resilient to
climat e change.

Ms. Dalton, how inportant is it for the Air Force to
i nvest in your critical infrastructure and installations in
the Indo-Pacific to prepare themfor the effects of climate
change, to inprove their energy security, and also to
harden t hem agai nst kinetic strikes?

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you. And this is an area
where | believe, again, nmy current experience can be
hel pful in bringing a lens forward for the Departnent of
the Air Force, if confirned.

As you note, particularly in the Indo-Pacific, there
are a nunmber of stressors facing our critica
i nfrastructure and our installations. Wether it is
operating through a contested environnent, given the cyber
and space chal l enges that we potentially see fromthe PRC
or the effects of extrenme weat her, storm surge, you know,
unprecedented storns and typhoons hitting key | ocations
t hat have subverted our ability to conduct exercises, we
need to take a holistic view at what that security
envi ronnent means for installations and ensure that we are
building in resiliency to our critical infrastructure going
f orwar d.

That is then conpounded by the great distances that we

have to field and project power in a contest wwth the PRC
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And so, |ooking for energy efficient, renewabl e energy
sources that could be potentially pre-positioned in certain
| ocations as part of our logistics chain, | think these are
all different avenues that we need to explore, and | would
certainly look forward to doing that, if confirned.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. Yield back, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senat or
Duckworth. Senator Sullivan is trying to make his way
here, and we are going to allow hima few mnutes to do
that. But we have a vote on, so at sone point, I wll have
to close the hearing.

But et ne ask a question. Dr. Schmdt, we are
| earning quite a bit fromthe Wkrainian conflict, where
they are inprovising, using techniques, and creativity. |
assune we will start doing the sane things.

And how will you help expedite that by testing or by
validating the credibility of these spontaneous, ad hoc
devel opnent s?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator -- Chairman Reed, one of the
nost val uabl e things we have at our disposal in the
operational testing evaluation field is data and access to
dat a.

What we are getting fromconflicts around the world,

this includes the Red Sea, the @Gulf of Aden, from Ukrai ne,

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

111

and so on is trenendous anount of data about how systens,
our systens, our adversary's systens, our allies' systens
are behavi ng.

And taking that data, and being able to analyze it,
and make sense of it, and then turn it into actionable
courses to nake our systens nore effective, suitable,
survi vabl e, and when necessary, lethal is critically
| mportant.

So, | think, if confirmed for this role, naking sure
we have the right investnents in technol ogies and training
for the workforce to be able to nmake sense of that data
woul d be crucially inportant. And WUkraine is just one
pl ace where that woul d be val uabl e.

Chairman Reed: In a related issue, we are noving into
digital testing techniques, which, at |east conceptually,
coul d repl ace the physical testing of systens, platforns,
etcetera. Wat is your sense of our position now and our
progress forward?

Dr. Schmdt: Senator, this is a big passion of mne,
nodel i ng, sinulation, digital technologies. W clearly
have nade a | ot of progress in this space. There is a |ot
that remains to be done. One of the great things that we
get wth synthetic environnents is the ability to test with
threat densities that are next to inpossible to achieve

out si de of actual conflict.
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And it also provides us with a way of being able to
test our systens w thout subjecting the servicenen and
wonen to actual harmduring the tests. Having said that,
live fire testing is crucially inportant in order to be
able to give the service people conpetent systens actually
wor K.

So, | would be in favor of continuing to invest in
live testing to get the information, and then nake sure we
feed it back effectively into our nodels.

Chairman Reed: No, | think you are exactly right.
You |ike to know it shoots and noves before you get init,
I n my experience.

Dr. Schmdt: Absolutely, Senator. Yes.

Chai rman Reed: And then, at this point, let ne
recogni ze Senator Sullivan. And, because of the vote
pendi ng, Dan, we wll try to hold it to five m nutes.

Senator Sullivan: Yes. Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Thanks for holding the hearing open. | want to focus
primarily on, Ms. Dalton, position.

And, you know, the State of Al aska, ny State, plays a
really, really critical role in a whole host of areas in
terms of our mlitary. | like to say we constitute three
pillars of Anerica's mlitary mght. W are the
cornerstone of mssile defense.

So, all the ground based mssile interceptors that
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protect the whole country are in Alaska. Al the radar
systens that protect the whole country are in Al aska. W
are the hub of air conbat power for the Arctic. 1In the

| ndo- Paci fic, you probably know we have over 105th
generation fighters based in Al aska. There is no place on
the planet Earth that has 100 conbat coated fifth gen
fighters, but ny State does.

And then we are a platformfor very well-trained
expeditionary forces can get anywhere in the world -- the
Nort hern Hem sphere within 7 to 8 hours because of our
strategic airlift. The Arny redesignated the 11th Airborne
D vision in Al aska, Arctic Tough Airborne D vision.

So nowthe US Arny is two airborne divisions, M.
Chai rman, 82nd and the 11th. Good conpetition between our
great Army airborne divisions. But the one thing | wanted
to -- so that is very inportant. | think everybody
recogni zes that.

We are al so becom ng a kind of l|ogistical hub for
Arctic operations with the building of a strategic port in
Nonme. An icebreaker is being built hone stationed in ny
State. But the big issue | want to talk to you about are
gaps in terns of domain awareness with regard to defense of
the country.

Anything that is going to attack the United States,

Chi cago, New York Cty, Mam, it doesn't matter, is going
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to come over and through Alaska. You know, that is just
physics. And in terns of energing threats |ike
hyper soni cs, unmanned aerial systens, advanced ballistic
and cruise mssiles, and we saw, even sl ow novi ng Chi nese
spy balloons, they are all going to cone over Alaska first.

O course, | don't want themto hit nmy State, but I
don't want themto hit ny country either. So, in terns of
gaps in our capability to counter these --

Chai rman Reed: Excuse ne, Senator Sullivan, may |
i nterrupt?

Senator Sullivan: Yes.

Chairman Reed: | have a call with the CENTCOM
Conmander. | would, now, at the conclusion of your
testi nony, conclude the hearing.

Senator Sullivan: GCkay. Sounds good, M. Chairman.
Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: And thank you to all w tnesses for
your excellent testinony.

Senator Sullivan: So, | guess, ny main question is,
how do we upgrade our domain awareness and ability to
def end our nation through what we currently don't have in
Al aska, which, as you know, is a big gap.

| nmean, we don't have -- | nean, we don't tal k about
it, but right now, hypersonics is sonething we are not

being able to defend against. But a lot of that is going
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to take place in ny State, as you know -- or, a, do you
agree with ne? Hopefully you do.

But, b, what are we doing to close those gaps? And
those are really inportant because the Air force is going
to play the critical role.

Ms. Dalton: Senator, thank you so much for raising
this vital capability gap, frankly, that | believe we have
ri ght now.

This has been an area of focus that the Commander of
NORTHCOM and | have been digging into with regards to NORAD
noder ni zati on, |ooking at how we can inprove all domain
situational awareness, how we can strengthen command and
control, how can we invest in capabilities to deter
aggression and be ready to fight and win the nation's wars?

How can we be investing in research, devel opnent, and
testing and evaluation? | know col | eagues here at the
table also have a role to play, if confirned.

We have devel oped a joint plan with the Canadians to
hel p drive forward the conbine -- or joint approach that we
are taking with them when it conmes to NORAD noderni zati on.
But frankly, Senator, far nore, needs to be done. And so,
| amgrateful for the support of Congress for the over the
hori zon radars.

That investnent, along with other capabilities, are

going to be quite inportant for NORAD nodernization. As
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wel | as the reauthorization of the Section 130i authority
for counter UAS. And just as a note, Senator, | had an
opportunity to travel to Alaska last March and was really
struck by the trenendous capability, as you wal ked t hrough.

Had an opportunity to visit Eielson and see the
consi derabl e power projection capability of the F-35s, Fort
Geely for mssile defense, and up to C ear Space Force
Base for the LDR And, you know, Billy Mtchell's, quote,
think, carries on in terns of he who hol ds Al aska, hol ds
t he worl d.

| was really struck to see a map, it is unclassified,
that you can reach just about every strategic |location in
the world fromAl aska within 5 to 10 hours. And so, you
have a commtnent certainly in ny honel and defense role,
and if confirmed, as Undersecretary of the Air Force to
work with you on these priorities.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. Thank you. | -- you
nmenti oned Ei el son, Cear, Fort Geely. It is about 40
below in all those places right now, so it is tough duty
too, right. So, we need to support our mlitary up there.
| amgoing to keep my word here to the chairman and gavel
out here in a coupl e seconds.

| do want to just get your commtnent. Wen the
NORTHCOM Commander was here, he nade a conmi tnent during

his confirmation hearing. And you have tal ked about NORAD
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nmoder ni zati on.

We have great, you know, allies in terns of Canada.
The one thing, though, Canada, to be perfectly blunt, and I
asked themin a hearings like this, has -- not been good on
I's actual ly defense spending, right.

And | got the commtnent fromthe i ncom ng NORTHCOM
Commander when he neets with his Canadi an counterparts, and
in your NORAD role, | would Iike you to make the sane
commitnent to talk to the Canadi ans and say, hey, cone on.
It is a dangerous world, right. The United States can't be
pul ling the weight for everybody.

Canada has spent about 1.2 percent of GDP on defense.
They are supposed to be spending 2 percent mninumas a
NATO nenber. They consistently don't hit that. Their
prime mnister has indicated he has no plans to hit that.

It is really pathetic. And in terns of North Anerican
defense, they often just rely on us.

They don't do anything on mssile defense. They rely
on us. And | think hopefully, Iike the NORTHCOM Commander,
you will commt to us -- and this is a bipartisan issue, by
the way. | was over at the NATO sunmt with three
Republ i can Senators, three Denocrat Senators.

We had all the | eaders who aren't hitting their 2
percent commtnents |ike, hey, cone on, joke is over. It

Is a really dangerous world, folks. W got gl obal
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commtnents the United States does, but the Canadi ans need
to step up, and certainly in NORAD noderni zati on.

So, if confirnmed, in those discussions, can you
commt, |ike the NORTHCOM Commander did, to have a frank
di scussion with Canadians that it is -- you know, neet your
obligation. It has only been 10 years at |east since all
the NATO | eaders had said, we are going to hit the 2
per cent GDP.

Prime M nister Trudeau thinks that was a suggestion
not a commtnent, and it | ooks |i ke Canada i s not even
close. And it is -- it is not good.

Ms. Dalton: Yes, Senator. | commt to that.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. GCkay, on behalf of the
chairman, | want to thank all the w tnesses and their
famlies and supporters here. And for now, this neeting is
adj our ned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:58 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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