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HEARI NG TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE POSTURE OF UNI TED STATES
I NDO- PACI FI C COMVAND AND UNI TED STATES FORCES KOREA I N
REVI EW OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR

2024 AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Thur sday, April 20, 2023

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Hon. Jack
Reed, chairman of the comm ttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators Reed, Shaheen,

G llibrand, Blunenthal, H rono, Kaine, King, Peters,
Duckworth, Rosen, Kelly, Wcker, Fischer, Cotton, Rounds,
Ernst, Sullivan, Craner, Scott, Tuberville, Budd, and

Schmtt.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
RHODE | SLAND

Chai rman Reed: Good norning. The Conmttee neets to
receive testinony from Adm ral John Aquilino, Conmmander of
the U S. Indo-Pacific Command and General Paul LaCanera, the
Commander of U.S. Forces Korea. GCentlenen, thank you for
your service to the nation and pl ease convey our thanks to
t he nen and wonen servi ng under your conmmands.

This is a critical tinme for our forces in the |Indo-
Pacific. China's anbition in the region continues to grow,
as does its aggressive behavior. Chinese | eadership seeks
greater power influence around the world, and it is
| everaging a wide range of mlitary, economc, and political
pressures against its neighbors to advance these goals.

As our defense | eaders have made clear, the United
St ates does not seek conflict with China, and strategic
conpetition is not an inevitable march to conflict. America
has | ong been a pacific nation, and we have deep econonic
and security interests in the region.

During today's hearing | | ook forward to di scussing how
our forces can continue to inprove our mlitary posture and
capabilities while al so supporting whol e-of - gover nnent
efforts to conpete effectively in the region

To that end, the Defense Departnent recently raised its

Joi nt Concept for Conpeting, which nakes clear the objective
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of China and our adversaries is to, in their words, "wn
wi t hout fighting." The concept warns that if we do not
adapt to the realities of long-termconpetition, the United
States risks ceding strategic influence, advantage, and
| everage while preparing for a war that never occurs. | am
interested to hear fromour wtnesses how they plan to
utilize the joint capabilities in the Indo-Pacific and Korea
to address these chall enges.

Recogni zing the chall enges in the Indo-Pacific,
Presi dent Biden has requested a consi derabl e funding
I ncrease for | NDOPACOM in the fiscal year 2024 budget. This
includes $9.1 billion for the Pacific Deterrence Initiative,
or PDI, to strengthen the posture, infrastructure, and
capabilities of our forces. |In addition, this PDI
i nvestment will help build the capabilities of our allies
and partners through mlitary-to-mlitary training
exerci ses, freedom of navigation operations, and
I nfrastructure inprovenents. The PDI request is a subset of
br oader departnment-w de investnents to nodernize and equip
the force, nmuch of which is focused on China as the
Department' s paci ng chal | enge.

Qur conparative advantage over China renmi ns our
network of allies and partners in the region and gl obally.

| am encouraged by the progress nmade through AUKUS, our

mlitary partnership with Australia and the United Kingdom
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which is serving as an inportant test case for potenti al
future partnership. The maturation of the Quadril ateral
Security Dial ogue, or Quad, involving the United States,
Japan, India, and Australia, also presents a val uable

f ramewor k.

Further, we have recently seen nonentumin a nunber of
ot her rel ationships throughout the region, including our new
basi ng agreenment with the Philippines, historic cooperation
announcenents between South Korea and Japan, and a
remar kabl e transformati on in Japan's new defense strategy.
It is ny hope that these devel opnents will provide nore
opportunities to engage other regional powers.

However, the nost dangerous flashpoint that could turn
our conpetition with China into a conflict renmains Tai wan.
In the past several years we have seen a surge of aggressive
Chinese mlitary exercises around Taiwan's airspace and
territorial waters, as well as an escalation in conbative
| anguage from Beijing. The world has a right to be
concer ned.

To hel p Taiwan develop its own defense capabilities,
consistent with the Tai wan Rel ati ons Act, the 2023 Nati ona
Def ense Aut horization Act included a package of security
assi stance tools ranging fromforeign mlitary financing to
presi dential drawdown authority. | understand | NDOPACOM i s

continuing to help Taiwan develop its training and
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war fi ghting concepts, and | expect Congress will continue to
support this effort. Admral Aquilino, faced wth these

w de-rangi ng challenges, | would |like to know your
assessnent of | NDOPACOM s preparedness to carry out the
United States' strategy in the region.

As we seek to nore effectively conpete with China, we
nmust al so manage the threat posed by North Korea. North
Korea has conducted nearly two dozen mssile tests this
year, including 1CBMs and cruise mssiles, and has
reportedly stopped its routine mlitary-to-mlitary
comuni cation with South Korea. W also know that KimJong
Un continues to view nucl ear weapons as the ultimte
deterrence against foreign intervention, and intends to gain
I nternati onal acceptance as a nuclear arns state.

The goal of U S. policy remains the denucl earization of
t he Korean Peninsula, but we are not taking an all-or-
not hi ng approach. Instead, the Biden adm nistration has
pursued what it describes as a calibrated, practical
approach to diplomacy with the North, with the goal of
elimnating the threat to the United States. This approach
will require smart and firm engagenment with the North
Koreans, but nore inportantly, it requires coordination with
our allies and partners in the region, particular South
Korea and Japan. GCeneral LaCanera, | would ask for your

views on the partnership between the U. S., Japan, South
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Korea, and other regional partners in addressing North
Korea's destabilizing activity. | would also |ike to know
how your forces are maintaining readi ness through training
exercises with their South Korean counterparts.

| want to again thank the wi tnesses and | ook forward to
your testinony. Let nme now recogni ze the Ranking Menber,

Senat or W cker.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. And | want
to thank both of our witnesses for being here today.

The Departnent of Defense's nobst pressing task renmains
ensuring deterrence of conflict in the Indo-Pacific.
Failure to prevent aggression there would have enornous
consequences. But we have already seen deterrence fail in
Europe. W did not deter Putin frominvadi ng Ukrai ne, and
not doing so has cost the gl obal econony over $1 trillion
thus far, brought untold suffering to the Ukrainian people,
and hei ghtened the threats under which our European allies
live. Qur intelligence comunity predicts that a deterrence
failure in the Indo-Pacific would be nuch, much worse.

W are entering a particularly dangerous period. Xi
Jinping is the nost powerful and ruthless |eader in China
since Chai rman Mao. We know Xi has aggressive intent, and
he is rapidly increasing China's mlitary capability.

Hs ally, KimJong Un, has also inproved North Korea's
capabilities to threaten the continental United States and
our allies. The North Korean dictator has already provided
significant weaponry to Russia's failing fight in Ukraine.
We al so know that Xi and Putin have signed up to a so-called
"No Limts" partnership.

We have a lot of work to do. The fiscal year 2024
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budget request before us is the last one in which
significant prograns and activities could be funded and
fielded in tinme for 2027, the year by which Xi has told the
Chinese mlitary to be prepared to take Taiwan. That is

| ess than 4 short years away.

Al t hough a portion of the Pentagon is operating on a
wartinme tenpo when it cones to supporting Ukraine, | cannot
say the sanme for their focus on China.

Because this Commttee felt that our defense strategy
was not being inplenmented fast enough, the Pacific
Deterrence Initiative was created and requires the I ndo-
Paci fi c Conbatant Commander to provide an i ndependent
assessnment of resources required to neet the challenge in
t hat region.

This initiative has allowed us to start noving our
policies and investnents in the right direction, but this
forward notion has cone in fits and starts. For exanpl e,
| ast year, Congress authorized and appropriated an
additional $100 mllion for planning and design activities
in the Western Pacific. These funds were neant to expand
our basing and logistics footprint in places such as Yap in
M cronesia, Tinian in the Marianas |slands, and the
Phi |'i ppi nes, and el sewhere.

Once again, these initiatives are not fully funded in

this budget. At this pace, it would take 25 years to
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noder ni ze our basing posture in the Western Pacific,
conpared to what we did in 5 years in Europe through the
Eur opean Deterrence Initiative.

Simlarly, |owcost and hi gh-val ue investnents for
allies and partners remain unfunded. W still cannot
effectively share comruni cations and intelligence with
allies and partners.

These are just a few of the inportant enabling
capabilities we need in the Indo-Pacific. W need nuch
nore. For instance, the Pentagon still seens unserious
about buil ding the Guam Defense Systemin a tinely fashion.
There are key space, cyber, electronic warfare, and command
and control technol ogies we nust accelerate as well.

This Comm ttee recogni zes the seriousness of the
conpetition. That is why this Congress |ed the bipartisan
charge to increase the defense budget in |ast year's cycle,
with a set of investnents tailored to our nost significant
operational challenges in the Indo-Pacific. | am hopeful we
can do so again this year. W really have to do so again
this year.

Allow nme to repeat: the wi ndow during which this
Conmi ttee can authorize significant capability to deter
China in the near termis closing. 2027 is a few short
years away, if that is the accurate projection. And | am

not convinced we have treated that date with the adequate
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seriousness thus far. W wll need to prioritize our
defense investnents nore effectively here in Congress.

So, | thank our witnesses. You have quite a job ahead
of you. And we appreciate what you do and want to work with
you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator W cker.

Adm ral Aquilino, please.

10
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL JOHN C. AQUI LI NO USN, COMVANDER,
UNI TED STATES | NDO- PACI FI C COMVAND

Adm ral Aquilino: Chairnman Reed, Ranking Menber
W cker, and distingui shed nenbers of the Conmttee, thank
you for the opportunity to discuss the Indo-Pacific region
wi th you here today.

| deeply appreciate your continuous support to all of
our servicenenbers, governnment civilians, and their famlies
within the Indo-Pacific Command. It is ny distinct honor
and privilege to serve al ongsi de these brave nen and wonen
who sel fl essly execute our deterrence m ssion and defense
m ssions every day. Your support is instrunental in our
ability to acconplish these mssions, but there is nore to
do, and we nust act with a greater sense of urgency.

Every day, USI NDOPACOM works tirelessly to prevent
conflict, not provoke it. War in | NDOPACOM i s not
inevitable, and it is not imm nent. However, this decade
presents a period of increased risk, as illustrated by a
variety of things. First, the illegal, illegitimte war by
Russia in Wkraine. Second, the largest and fastest mlitary
bui | dup and mal i gn behavior of the PRC, including their "No
Limts" relationship and partnership with Russia. Third,
the continuous mssile provocations and nucl ear rhetoric by
the DPRK, and in this theater the threat of violent

extremsmis al so present.
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Qur National Defense Strategy identifies the PRC as the
nost consequential strategic conpetitor to the United
States, and the only conpetitor capable of conbining its
econom c, diplomatic, mlitary, and technol ogi ca
capabilities to nount a sustained challenge to the rul es-
based i nternational order.

"Seize the Initiative" is | NDOPACOM s approach to
execute the National Defense Strategy and acconplish our
defense priorities -- defend the honel and, deter strategic
attacks, deter aggression, and build a resilient joint
force. By design, this approach prevents conflict through
I ntegrated deterrence. It ensure we can fight and wn
shoul d deterrence fail. And it provides the Secretary of
Def ense and the President with options for any conti ngency.

There are four pillars to our approach. First is a
robust theater posture; second, a joint operations canpaign
conprised of lethal, persistent forces forward; third,
technol ogi cally superior capabilities to maintain our
war fi ghting advantages in the near, md, and long term and
fourth, an enhanced network of allies and partners that
whi ch any of our challengers do not have. W respectfully
request your continued support for these four focus areas,
and recogni ze that any delay in one area directly affects
all the others and puts the overall success of our

deterrence efforts at ri sk.

12
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Again, conflict in the Indo-Pacific region is not
I nevi tabl e, but we cannot rest on our past acconplishnents
to secure a future peace. Security challenges threaten our
very way of life as well as the peace, prosperity, and
stability of the rul es-based international order that has
enabl ed that peace for over 80 years.

The investnents we nmake today wll allow future
generations to enjoy the sane | egacy of |iberty our
ancestors entrusted to us, but we do not have the | uxury of
time. W nust act now to preserve this free and open | ndo-
Paci fic.

Chai rman, Ranki ng Menber W cker, thanks again for the
opportunity to appear today, and | | ook forward to your
guesti ons.

[ The prepared statenment of Admral Aquilino follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Admra

CGener al

TP One

LaCanera, please.

Scheduling@TP.One
www.TP.One
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL PAUL J. LACAMERA, USA, COMVANDER,
UNI TED NATI ONS COMVAND / COVBI NED FORCES COMVAND / UNI TED
STATES FORCES KOREA

CGeneral LaCanera: Chairman Reed, Ranki ng Menber
W cker, and the distingui shed nenbers of the Commttee,

t hank you for the opportunity to appear before you as the
Conmmander of the United Nations Conmand, Conbi ned Forces
Conmmand, and U.S. Forces Korea to discuss the current
situation on the Korean Peninsul a.

Korea is as inportant today as it was in 1950, when the
I nternational rul es-based order was first chall enged and
successful |y defended on the Korean Peninsula. Located on
the Asian continent, the Republic of Korea is crucial to
regi onal and gl obal stability. Wen North Korean comruni st
forces invaded South Korea, with the bl essing and assi stance
of the Soviet Union and China, the United States, along with
the 22 nenbers of the United Nations, stood together with
t he South Korean people to expel the aggressors. The Korean
War taught us that we nust always be ready and forward-
postured wth our allies.

To ensure continued peace and stability on the
Peninsula, | have five priorities that are nested wthin the
| ndo- Paci fic Commander's "Seize the Initiative" approach to
ensure free and open | ndo-Pacific.

My first priority is to defend the honel ands, the
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United States and our allies. The Korean War has not ended
-- we are in an armstice -- and the Kimregine has

devel oped capabilities that can reach beyond Seoul, Tokyo,
Washi ngton, D.C., and the capitals of the United Nations
Command Sending States. By defending forward in this
strategic |location we better protect our people and the
Korean people. Defending forward reinforces our iron-clad
comritnent to the Republic of Korea.

My second priority is to strengthen the United States
and the Republic of Korea alliance. W nust never take the
alliance for granted. This is our center of gravity for
deterring the Kimregine. The alliance has effectively
deterred the Kimregine's resunption of |arge-scale
aggression for alnost 70 years, allow ng security and
stability to flourish and the Republic of Korea to devel op
I nto an econom cally prosperous, vibrant denocracy.

In contrast, the Kimregine ignores the needs and

rights of the great majority of its popul ati on and conti nues

to invest its resources into devel opi ng weapons that it uses

at a leverage. External |everage coerces concessions from
the international community. Internal |everage maintains
control of the people and ensures Kimregi ne survival.

My third priority is to prepare for conbat. This is
deci sive. Qur alliance alone cannot deter aggression. Qur

power of resistance deters. Mintaining the highest state

16
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of conbat readiness is our main effort. Because readi ness
I s perishable we nmust continue realistic training in order
to respond to aggression and defend our honel ands.

My fourth priority is to build coalitions to dissuade
aggression in the region. Qur network of allies and
partners with comon interests on the Korean Peninsul a
represents our greatest asymetric advant age.

My fifth priority is to ensure our personnel are taken
care of and prepared to execute our m ssion on the Korean
Peninsula. M ssion first, people always. Qur people
serving on the Asian continent have the extraordi nary
responsibility of providing security and stability
t hroughout the Republic of Korea and Northeast Asia. CQur
focus remai ns taking care of the nental, physical, and
spiritual needs of our servicenenbers, civilians, and
famlies.

Since 1953, the United States and the Republic of Korea
remain ready to deter and respond to North Korean
aggression. Qur nutual defense treaty expresses our conmon
desire to live in peace with all people and governnents. It
al so expresses our common determ nation to defend oursel ves
agai nst external arned attacks so that no potentia
aggressor could be under the inpression that the United
States or the Republic of Korea stands alone in the Pacific

ar ea.
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While the United States and the Republic of Korea
alliance began out of mlitary necessity, it has evolved to
becone the linchpin of stability and prosperity in Northeast
Asia. The soldiers, sailors, airnen, marines, guardians,
civilians, and contractors are proof of our iron-clad
commtment to the alliance and ensure that the authoritarian
regi mes of North Korea, China, and Russia cannot unmake the
i nternational rul es-based order.

Shoul d the Kimregine resune hostilities, with your
continued support we are ready. | amproud to serve with
t hem and honored to represent them before you. Thank you,
and | |look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of Ceneral LaCanera follows:]

18
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very mnuch, gentl eman.

CGeneral LaCanera, your prepared testinony states that
KimJong Un is determ ned to operationalize his nuclear
arsenal and is devel oping a credi bl e second-stri ke
capability. Your testinony also states that w thout outside
influence it is not matter of if North Korea will detonate
anot her nucl ear device but when.

In this situation, do you see China in any way
affecting their decision-making about the inevitability of
anot her nucl ear detonation? And then what is the effect of
the North Korean's having a credible second strike?

General LaCanera: Thanks, Chairman. | think China can
play a spoiler in this. They can be supportive or they can
be non-supportive in what he is doing. Wat we are seeing
right now, in any kind of U N sanctions votes in the United
Nati ons, both China and Russia continue to veto that, and
they continue to work agai nst the things that we are trying
to do to maintain peace and stability.

Chai rman Reed: And with a second-strike capability, |
presune that would i mensely conplicate your --

CGeneral LaCanera: VYes, sir. | mean, it is clear that
he has, in the last, you know, year plus, he has
denonstrated a whol e bunch of different capabilities, all of
which could lead to a second-strike capability. | nmean, he

Is clearly focusing on the theater ballistic mssile
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capability, not just on the Peninsula regionally but
gl obal | y.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you.

Adm ral Aquilino, you have difficult steps to
prioritize in terns of investnents, and one area which seens
critical is the electronic spectrum | nean, to
successful ly conduct operations in the Pacific ideally you
coul d disrupt the comruni cati on of our enem es and al so
their ISR, and at the sane tinme, in a conplenentary fashion,
di sgui se our assets and al so have constant secure
communi cation. Is that, in your view, |ike the nunber one
priority?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Chairman. So if you are
tal king about a prioritized list, the Guam M ssil e Defense
System remai ns the Indo-Pacific's nunber one priority. That
I s based on the honel and defense m ssion that is nost
critical. But imediately behind it, Senator, you tal ked
about the capability to influence the el ectronagnetic
spectrum absolutely. W viewit through this |ens of
deci sion superiority, which neans we need to be able to
operate in contested space, we need persistent battle space
awar eness of all things going on, and we need to be able to
close our kill chains wth the weapons and the network that
allows that to happen, and the el ectromagnetic spectrumis

critical to that.
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Chai rman Reed: Are we putting enough resources in this
budget to accel erate that process and acconplish that task?

Adm ral Aquilino: | amvery thankful for the
Departnent's budget. It certainly is strategy based. It is
certainly focused on the Indo-Pacific. That said, as you
know, Chairman, | have provided an unfunded list as it
applies. The Secretary has got gl obal responsibilities.
And as you have tasked in the authorization |anguage, | am
responsible to provide you with a list of what | NDOPACOV
assesses as the critical capabilities needed to both deter
and defend, and we have provi ded both of those reports, as
directed by law, to help inform

But it has certainly been identified, and ny
requi renents have been fed into the Departnent.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch. Final point,
Admi ral Aquilino, you point out in your testinony, this is
the first tinme in history the United States is facing two
maj or nucl ear powers, so a lot of the theory, a lot of the
i nstitutional arrangenents that we have made reflect the
Cold War, which was a Soviet Union and U S. confrontation.

Just very quickly, how has this changed, to your
t hi nki ng and the thinking of your colleagues in the
Depart nent of Defense?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks again, Chairman. So

certainly the No Limts relationship by President Putin and
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President Xi is sonething we ought to be watching very, very
cl osely, and what does that nean. M partner, General
Cotton, at STRATCOM is the lead for all the strategic

nucl ear portions. As it applies to I NDOPACOV he is a great
supporting partner, and that neans we have to understand
what does that | ook |ike as we manage escal ati on and
delivery deterrence, both conventionally and in the
strategi c nucl ear |ens.

I think what nmakes sense to ne, and | know he woul d
advocate for, and that is the nodernization of our strategic
nuclear triad as a priority threat, to be able to conpete in
t hat new worl d.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch

Senat or W cker, please.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Admral, let nme just make sure | understand. Wth
regard to the el ectromagnetic spectrum that is highly
I nportant, right up there bunping up agai nst the Guam
Initiative. |Is that right?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. | would say it is in
nmy nunber two kind of pile of decision superiority, behind
t he Guam Defense Initiative.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. So in order for us to take care
of that we are going to have to fund sone unfunded

requi renents. |Is that correct?
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Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, for consideration again |
have provi ded the assets and the capabilities | think I
need. There are certainly sone capabilities | have asked
for that provide benefit in the el ectromagnetic spectrumin
order to execute our m ssion.

Senator Wcker: Is it highly inportant that we fund
this, vitally inportant?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, sir. | believe it is.

Senat or Wcker: Ckay. Let ne just ask both of you,
there are sone people who feel our support for Wkraine is
t aking away from our capability and credibility in the Indo-
Pacific, particularly with regard to Taiwan. Admral, you
first and then General. Wat do you say to that?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | do not. The United
States is the only gl obal force capable of managing nultiple
threats. M partner in EUCOMis executing his m ssion sets.
| have not been inpacted at this point as it applies to ny
deterrence mssion. So | do believe we can do both. |
beli eve we have to do both to maintain the peace.

Senator Wcker: W have to do both. ay. GCeneral,
what woul d Ukrai ni an success in this war say to the world
about the situation in the Indo-Pacific?

Ceneral LaCanera: For us, we are taking what is going
on in Wkraine as, you know, |essons |learned, boiling it

down. It does not necessarily translate to what a fight on
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t he Peninsula would look like. | think the support that is
bei ng provided, the | essons |earned conmng off of that, |
think it reinforces how we feel about sovereignty and a
country's right to choose their future.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. Well, let ne then ask you to
enlarge on that. Wat is it to us, what happens in Taiwan
and South Korea? You spoke about an international rules-
based order, and sonetinmes | amtroubled that that
term nol ogy does not get through to the Anmerican peopl e.
What is it to us, living in Virginia and Maryl and and
M ssi ssi ppi and Nebraska and Arkansas that the forces of Xi

Jinping and KimJong Un not succeed in that area?

General LaCanera: | think it is a history |esson for
the Anerican people. | nean, the blood and treasure that we
put forth in World War Il and international rul es-based

order that we established right after that was challenged in
1950. It has been bookended by what is being challenged in
Ukraine right now And | think what it is denonstrating is
that we believe in the sovereignty of a nation, choosing
their future. W believe in denocracy, et cetera.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. Admral, do you see what | am
saying? International rul es-based order -- what is it to us
I n Tupel 0?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So what it neans

I's freedom of navigation. So think of goods and services
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fl ow ng unencunbered t hrough wherever they need to go to get
to the people of the world.

Senator Wcker: Qur ability to purchase the products
we need for everyday life.

Admral Aquilino: | do not knowif it is on the
pur chase side, but when we talk international rul es-based
order it is certainly on the delivery side. So two-thirds
of the entire global econony flow through the South China
Sea and the Straits of Malacca, and if you were to not have
a rules set of orders and there was a country that believed
they could neter, nonitor, task, tax, or inpact that set of
prosperity, that is what it would nean to the people of
America, when you tal k about the international rules-based
order.

The ability to fly anywhere that rules allow. The U S
standing in the region as it applies to being an assured
partner in the vicinity. Those are kind of the stakes and
what it neans when we tal k about the international rules-
based order.

Senat or Wcker: The value of the word of U S. | eaders,
you are sayi ng.

Adm ral Aquilino: Absolutely.

Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator W cker.

Senat or Shaheen, pl ease.

25
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Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, and thank you both for
your service and for being here this norning.

India is a key partner. It is a nenber of the Quad.

It is the only menber of the Quad that maintains such a
cl ose and ongoing relationship with Russia, including
continuing to acquire additional weapons from Russi a.

Are there nore steps we should be taking to discourage
India frommmaintaining that relationship with Russia and
encourage themto adopt nore of the positions of other
menbers of the Quad, Australia, Japan, with us?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So |India has been
a trenendous partner. The partnership is only growing. It
s strengthening. W have simlar security concerns. W
have peopl e-to-people ties. W have certainly deep
relationships with the Indians. They buy our equipnent. W
are interoperable in the mlitary-to-mlitary space. Their
Chi ef of Defence, General Chauhan, and | have a terrific
rel ati onshi p.

So | think what we need to do is keep fostering this.
The worl d's | argest denobcracy with simlar security
concerns, we have to continue to work together in order to
ensure that the United States and India's relationship
grows. W certainly support the increased nmultilatera
aspect of it. So the Quad is not a mlitary agreenent. It

I's an econom ¢ and diplomatic relationship. But the Quad
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nations cone together often to practice and rehearse, and
will continue to do that.

Senat or Shaheen: Well thank you. | agree. | think it
Is very inportant. And as we | ook at the grow ng
rel ati onship between China and Russia, it has an ever-

i ncreasing role to play. So thank you.

Can you speak to how the expanded security agreenent
between the U.S. and the Philippi nes enhances our posture
and how it can serve as a nodel for other nations?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. It is critically
| mportant. So one of five nutual defense treaty allies in
the region, the Philippines, our history goes back a very
| ong way, as everyone knows. The increased EDCA, that have
been concurred to -- and | thank the Secretary for his work
there as we have proposed those sites, that expands the
areas that we can rehearse and exercise wth the
Philippines. But the critical nature of the Philippines,
Its strategic |ocation, and the partnership that we have,
those sites are critical. Mre than likely in next year's
budget you will see and ask to do planning and desi gn work
in those sites. They have just been announced. So there is
no noney in the 2024 budget to start work in those
additional four sites, but you do see other requests to
build up the current sites in the Philippines. And our

operations there, our partnership with the Philippines is
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critical.

Senat or Shaheen: And is that hel pful as we are | ooking
at other partner nations in the region, to be able to show
what is happening in the Philippines? Are they |ooking at
that as sonething that they are willing to consider because
t hey see that agreenent?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | think all the
nations in the region are |ooking at the threat and
realizing they need to take additional actions, the
Phil i ppi nes, as a nodel for how we operate together, but it
is certainly not alone. W are doing the sane thing with
t he Japanese. Ceneral LaCanera is working with the South
Koreans. W are working with our Australian counterparts.
We are doing the sanme with our Thailand alliance.

So it is a nodel, and it is expanding, and we are
| ooking at all nations to deliver those sane capabilities,
together with the United States.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. | really appreciate the
| eader shi p that | NDOPACOM has taken on the Wnen, Peace, and
Security Act, and | think it serves us well all around the
world. But can you speak to the advantage that that gives
us over China, when we are |ooking at how we can engage
wonen nore fully and the contrast that presents to what
China is doing?

Admral Aquilino: Certainly, Senator. So the contrast
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is clear when you think about Xinjiang and the treatnent of
the Uyghurs, and understand that that goes on, you know,

that is a problemset that China has to face, and one of our
asymmetric advantages. So our ability to care for all
peopl e, no nmatter what, and the Wonen, Peace, and Security
Initiative that was begun in | NDOPACOM before ne and that we
conti nue has been hel pful.

As a matter of fact, | was just in Papua, New Cui nea, a
coupl e of nonths ago with nmy counterpart, General oina, and
that is where our next semnar is comng up, followed by one
I n Japan.

So it is about people, it is about respect, it is about
treating people fairly. It is what we stand for in the
United States and we will continue to do those things.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you very nuch. Thank you bot h.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen.

Senator Fi scher, please.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for being here today and thank you for your service to
this country.

Adm ral, on your unfunded requirenents |list you
i ncluded a requirenent for funding to accelerate the
devel opnment of several nunitions, including the FM 6, the
Arny's PrSM weapon system and the Maritime Strike

Tomahawks. What woul d those capabilities provide and why do
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20247

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. So as we al ways
| ook at | essons |earned, certainly one that cane out of the
Ukrai ne conflict was the ability to ensure that our
stockpiles were correct, with the right nunber and the right
types of weapons and capabilities. So in the Indo-Pacific
Command, we have those requirenents identified. W can talk
specific classified if we need to, but bottomline is the
entire Joint Force is required to help deliver effects to
both deter and fight and w n.

So fromthe | and conponent, Maritine Stri ke Tomahawk,
PrSM I ncrenent 2, those capabilities, to enable the MJTF
fromthe Arny, their new formation, the Milti-Domain Task
Force, and fromthe Marine Corps and the Littoral Marine
Regi nent, those are the capabilities that those forces need
to bring with themin the region to do the m ssions
assigned. So that is why | have advocated for those, right
types and right nunbers.

Senator Fischer: R ght. Thank you, because it was a
| esson | earned from Ukrai ne. The much, nuch faster rate
than planned for, especially in expending all those
munitions there. So thank you for including those on the
requi rement |ist.

You al so have on the unfunded priority list a

30
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requi rement for an additional $511 mllion for | NDOPACOM
canpai gning. Wy is canpaigning in the Indo-Pacific
particul arly val uabl e, and what types of exercises or
activities would this additional funding be used for if
Congress woul d aut horize it?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So the delivery of
deterrence through the | ens of | NDOPACOM "Sei ze the
Initiative" approach, campaigning is one aspect of it, and
t hat nmeans persistent forward forces operating with our
allies and partners in the region forward every day.

So when we tal k about our operations and exercises, we
do 120 exercises a year with our allies and partners, but
that is not 365 days. So for the days we are not exercising
| am al so | ooking to ensure that our forces are forward,
prepared, and operating with our allies and partners every
day. That is what those canpai gning dollars are requested
for. That is to pick up the force and nove it forward into
the theater, in places where they can operate with our
allies and partners. And that noney is not to do
mai ntenance. It is not to do depot-I|evel sustainnent. It
is for transportation costs to be able to nove the force and
sustain the force forward.

Senator Fischer: Which is extrenely inportant not just
for the exercises but also for future planning. Correct?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, ma'am
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Senator Fischer: Thank you. Wth AUKUS, the security
partnership that allows us to share significant capabilities
with our closest allies. W hear a great deal about Pillar
1 and the sharing of nuclear propul sion technology wth
Australia, and that is an inportant part of the agreenent.

However, through Pillar 2, the AUKUS partnership all ows
for greater cooperation across nultiple lines of effort.

What do you assess to be the prine areas of opportunity to
I ncrease that coordination and extend partner capabilities
and capacities?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, first, our partnership with
the Australians is so critically inportant, again, a nutua
defense treaty ally. The Australians have shared bl ood and
treasure with us in every fight we have been in for over 100
years. So | conmend ny partner, Angus Canpbell, and all of
the Australian | eadership.

They al so are concerned about the security environnent,
which is why AUKUS is so critical for both peace and
prosperity, as we share submari ne technol ogy and deliver
U.S. Virginia-class submarines, and foll owon types of
submari nes.

But in Pillar 2 there is also a ton of capabilities
that you highlighted. The nost critical, and I think we can
get at fast, there are sone cyber capabilities, there are

space-based capabilities, there are sone undersea

32
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capabilities, and then there is sone work in the form of
artificial intelligence and nmachine | earning. There are
others. Those, | think, have the nost pronm se for near-term
delivery of capability.

Senator Fischer: And the United States is stronger
when our allies are strong as well. Correct?

Adm ral Aquilino: Al ways.

Senator Fischer: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Fischer.

Senator G Ilibrand, please.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you. Admral Aquilino,
| NDOPACOM i s the first conbat conmand to have a Space Force
Regi onal Command Center. Howis U S. Space Force's Indo-
Pacific integrating into | NDOPACOM and can you di scuss how
you build the Guardian skill set into your regiona
exerci ses |like Cobra Gold and Bali katan?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Thank you. | really
appreciate CGeneral Saltzman's team along with CGeneral
Di ckinson to set up the first conmponent at | NDOPACOM So
General Mastalir is ny conponent comrander, and the
criticality of his efforts to synchronize our effects,
undersea, on the sea, above the sea, in space and
cyberspace, is sonething that the U S. can do better than
anybody on Earth. The space conponent is critical. Their

enabling capabilities are extrenely valuable. And working
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with our allies and partners in this domain is also
| mportant.
In Cobra Gold, which is our nost recent exercise, in

Thai | and, we actually put in place a space conponent as a

part of that exercise. W are doing it in Balikatan. It
will be included in all of our upcom ng exercises, wherever
and whenever we can. Talisman Sabre, as well, with the

Australians. Northern Edge as a part of our event. So it
IS now just normal ops.

Senator Gllibrand: Geat. The House Arned Services
Conmittee earlier this week, you noted that the strategy and
approach with regards to the PRC is conpetition and not
contai nnent. Can you expand upon why that difference is
| nportant ?

Admral Aquilino: | think for nme, Senator, the ability
to conpete is really a non-adversarial type of relationship,
which is, | think, what the United States seeks. The PRC
believes we are trying to contain them There is no doubt,
despite the President's comments, the Secretary of Defense's
comments, General MIley's coments, and ny comments. W
seek peace, not to provoke conflict.

So conpetition is inportant. There are things we are
going to agree on. There are things we are not going to
agree on. That is what conpetition |ooks |ike.

Senator Gllibrand: Well, relatedly, last nonth

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

35

Secretary Austin testified before this Coormittee that he

t hought it was inportant that great powers have the ability
to talk to each other and manage crisis. But reports

I ndi cate that his outreach was not answered by the PRC
during the tensions in February over the high-altitude
bal | oon.

Are you engaged wth your counterparts in China's
eastern and southern mlitary districts, and from your
perspective, why woul d such engagenent be inportant?

Admral Aquilino: Senator, | certainly think it is
val uabl e to have rel ationships and be able to have
conversations, whether it is for positive reasons or in
times of concern. So it has been inportant for nme. | have
not had contact with my counterparts, either in the Eastern
Theat er Command or the Southern Theater Command, although |
have had a standing request to have a conversati on now since
| have been in this position.

We have invited our counterparts to the Chiefs of
Def ense Conferences that we do two to three tines a year
virtually, and once a year in person, and we will continue
to seek their attendance to those inportant events where we
can cone together with all of the regional mlitary | eaders
to have conversati ons.

Senator Gllibrand: | would be grateful if you do

establish that contact that you update the Conmttee,
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because this is a priority that we can deconflict.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Gllibrand: Simlarly, the Departnent has
focused on One Health surveillance, neaning an integrated
public health approach considering human and veterinary
di seases, food, and environnental nonitoring, for years,
since well before the pandemc. COVID 19 focused us all on
the intersection well-franed in the One Health concept.

Can you address any prograns or initiatives within
| NDOPACOM based on the One Heal th concept and how t hose are
serving to protect the health and security of the Anerican
peopl e?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. W certainly
support CDC in this inportant initiative. W do not have
any progranms, but what we do have is exercises. So in 2021,
we did an exercise directly focused on this issue. W wll
do it again in 2023, and we will remain |linked with the
I nteragency. Especially in the wake of COVID, the
i nportance, | think, canme to |ight.

Senator Gllibrand: Right, and the fact that we do not
have any working relationship with China nade the work with
regard to COVID s beginnings, mddles, and end really
difficult. So that is why your role is so inportant in
t hese long-termnational security goals.

General LaCanera, KimJong Un has |aunched 12 rounds of
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mssile tests since January. Sonme of these tests happened
close in tinme to our Freedom Shield exercise with South
Korea, but several of the tests predated that exercise. Can
you fill us in on what your assessnment is driving the recent
surge in dangerous activity?

CGeneral LaCanera: His Eighth Party Congress in 2021,
Senator, he laid out a trajectory. He is doing that. Right
now | think he is reacting to our training. Since President
Un has conme in we have increased our ability to not just do
command post exercises but field training exercises.

The chall enge is when we tel egraph the timng of it, it
gives himan opportunity to plan to use that as a reaction
to us. But he is on a course that he set in 2021, and he is
novi ng out on it.

Senator G Illibrand: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senat or
G I1librand.

Senator Cotton, please.

Senator Cotton: Admral, | want to continue along the
| i ne of questioning about Taiwan's capabilities. | know
that there is a backlog of weapons transfers to Taiwan that
has to be addressed. But not every kind of weapon in the
world is backlogged. So while we work on that backl og |

want your professional assessnent of whether an
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appropriation of FMF funds to provide Taiwan w th weapons
that are not backl ogged, weapons such as m nes, mght be
hel pful for them and al so hel pful to increase deterrence in
the Western Pacific.

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. So the delivery
capability to enable our responsibilities under the Taiwan
Rel ations Act is inportant, and to get it to the people on
Taiwan is critical. And the capabilities we have laid out,
t hat we have coordi nated and identified inside the
Departnent, there are many that could be done very quickly.

Senator Cotton: Could you just give us kind of a
handful of the top priorities of what additional FMF funds

could get to Taiwan of weapons that are not backl ogged?

Adm ral Aquilino: | think what | would give you is the
capability set. | cannot tell you which specific ones are
backl ogged.

Senator Cotton: That is fine.

Admral Aquilino: But if you think about anti-aircraft
capability, if you think about anti-ship capability in a
variety of forns, whether they be mssiles, mnes, but those
capabilities would be critical.

Senator Cotton: There is also the possibility of a
Tai wan-focused presidential drawdown. Wuld your answer be
the same for that, that that also could help surge sone of

the capabilities to Taiwan that they need to inprove
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deterrence in the Western Pacific, just |ike FMF funds
woul d?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir, absolutely, and | thank
Congress for taking a look at that, and ultimately for the
presi dential drawdown authority, not only for the authority
to do it but ultimately to backfill it, if possible, is
critical.

Senator Cotton: Ckay. You have al so expressed concern
about the |l oss of any conbat power in the theater. As the
Ranki ng Menber on the Air, Land, Power Subconmittee | have
been particularly concerned about the fact that our Ar
Force is characterized by shrinking inventories and an agi ng
fl eet, going back 30 years now.

| want to be clear | amnot talking about changi ng our
gl obal force posture. | know there has been a | ot of angst,
if you wll, about noving aircraft around fromthe Western
Pacific and from Germany and Al aska. So | am not talking
about that. | amtal king about adding nore capability to
the Air Force as a whole.

G ven the inportance of air power in any Kkind of
conflict scenario in the Western Pacific, would additional
F-15EXs and F-35s in the Air Force inventory enhance your
efforts to deter conflict?

Adm ral Aquilino: It certainly would, Senator,

especi ally when you tal k about the increased capability and
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capacity that mght conme with that. Fifth-generation
advanced and the fourth-generation capability that exists in
the EX, those capabilities would absolutely help deliver
deterrent effects.

Senator Cotton: Thank you.

Ceneral, North Korea continues to devel op new
capabilities and make new threats to the Republic of Korea
and to the United States and other friends. They recently
tested a solid-fueled intercontinental ballistic mssile.
How does that change your assessnment of their capability,
and why woul d that be an inportant advance for North Korea
over their traditional |iquid-fueled mssiles?

CGeneral LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. |t poses sone
chal l enges on the indications and warnings. Again, he laid
out his plan. He is noving towards it. It is continuing to
denonstrate a couple of things. One, he neant what he said,
and two, he is continuing to be able to develop this
capability. Even with sanctions and even with COVI D and
| ockdowns and things |ike that, he has been able to continue
t hi s devel opnent.

Senator Cotton: And why, exactly, does the
i ntroduction of a solid-fueled mssile reduce your
I ndi cati ons and war ni ngs?

General LaCanera: | would rather nove that to a

classified setting, Senator.
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Senator Cotton: Ckay. | think sonetinmes we get kind
of accustoned to these provocations from North Korea and we
overl ook the fact that they are, in fact, inproving their
nucl ear forces capability, and it is not just the sane-old,
samne- ol d.

CGeneral LaCanera: | can assure you | am not
di stract ed.

Senator Cotton: No, | know you are not, but | think
sone people here, and when they see the news in the United
States are, and | think it is inportant that we be m ndful
t hat they are making technol ogi cal progress that is alarmng
in both the nature of their nuclear forces and also the
ranges of their mssiles.

Thank you bot h, gentl enen.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Cotton.

Senator Kelly, please.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Adm ral Aquilino, as we spoke about this norning, |
just want to get a little bit nore detail on the Conpass
Call electronic warfare m ssion. You know, there is no
doubt that the next conflict that we are involved in will be
heavily fought, and potentially won in the el ectromagnetic
spectrum And as our adversaries evolve in their EW
capabilities it is critical that we maintain our conpetitive

edge here by being ready to protect our own assets and al so
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attack our adversaries' capabilities in the electronic
war fare spectrum

So the EC-37B, the new Conpass Call capability that |
wor ked on on this Conmttee to increase the procurenent wll
enhance blue force lethality and survivability. And | am
really proud that this capability is going to be hosted in
Ari zona, at Davis-Mnthan Air Force Base.

So Admiral, what inpact would the Conpass Call have in
| NDOPACOM if a crisis or conflict emerged?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. It is absolutely a
part of our set of capabilities that we believe we woul d
need to enploy. The new capability out of Conpass Call is
critical, along with all of the other el ectromagnetic
support capabilities that cone fromall the services.

Again, this is going to be a joint service fight. The
Conpass Call supports not only the Air Force but the rest of
the Joint Force, so it is critical.

Senator Kelly: And | know you are not an EW guy, you
know, being a former F-14 pilot, who served, by the way,
with ny brother, | think aboard the Ike. But can you speak
specifically about the EC-37B and what critical capabilities
that it can deliver that m ght not be available on any other
pl at f or n??

Admral Aquilino: So to keep it in the unclassified

space, the ability for our force to operate in contested
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space awareness is inportant. And then any capabilities to
do any disruption actions that we would like to take are

| mportant.

Senator Kelly: And has it recently been used in any
exerci ses?

Admral Aquilino: | wll have to get back to you on
that, sir.

Senator Kelly: Gkay. And then, finally, in your
professional mlitary opinion how many Conpass Calls do you
think that your theater, | NDOPACOM needs to ensure bl ue
force survivability if we were to be in a conflict,
specifically with China?

Adm ral Aquilino: Sir, if it is okay I would get back
to you in a classified setting on that.

Senator Kelly: And then, General, can you al so coment
on the necessity for a strong electronic warfare attack
capability on the Korean Peninsul a?

CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. Thank you. | need
that but | also need the ability to train at that [ evel on
t he Korean Peninsula, which we currently do not have, either
on the ROK Air Force or U S. Ar Force side. So we have got
to go off-peninsula to get sone of that training for our
pilots to be able to operate in the EWthreat area.

Senator Kelly: And then, Admral, back to you. On the

43
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United States Navy is specifically with aircraft carrier
battl e groups?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, as we tal ked about there is
a critical inportance for that electronic attack and
el ectroni c support capability. It is inherent and
I nterwoven into the carrier strike group formation. It is
al so used to support the rest of the Joint Force, so those
F-18G G owWers are critically inportant.

Senator Kelly: It is one area where Wkraine is
currently struggling when the Russian electronic warfare
capability is outmatching themat this point. And | think
it is indicative of how inportant electronic warfare is in
any nodern conbat. So thank you, Admral, and thank you,
Gener al .

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly.

Senat or Rounds, pl ease.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentl enen,
first of all let ne begin by thanking both of you for your
service to our country, and your famlies' as well. It is
appreci ated and soneti nes we do not say it enough.

Gentl emen, to both of you, | would like to begin al ong
the sane lines with regard to spectrumissues. There has
been a di scussi on about the separation or the sharing of

certain parts of the electromagnetic spectrum in order for
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But the area in particular that | want to focus on is the
area which is the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz band. It is
especially sensitive because we have already had testinony
by naval officials, including Secretary Del Toro,
specifically regarding the use of that part of the

el ectromagnetic spectrumwith regard to radar.

| would like to continue that |ine of questioning and
provi de each of you an opportunity to discuss the inportance
of the 3.1 to 3.45 portion of the spectrumwith regard to
protecting our forces, and perhaps a little bit of
additional color with regard to how critical that part is
with regard to the physics of that area of the spectrum

Adm ral Aquilino?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, we certainly operate in
that spectrum so as we | ook at the potential sharing and
how we are going to do that, we certainly do not want to
have any place where either our capabilities are inpacted by
ot her use, and as al ways, as good stewards, we do not want
to be inpactful to any other use. So I think we would have
to look at it very closely and figure out how we coul d nmake
It work.

Senat or Rounds: Fair to say that the current radar
systens that our nobst advanced destroyers use i s using radar

systens that operate in that area. Correct?
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Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. There are a variety
of Joint Force capabilities that operate in that spectrum
to include mssile defense, firmat sea, so there are
certainly some critical capabilities there.

Senator Rounds: Does that include the island of
Hawai i ?

Adm ral Aquilino: So the Aegis systemon Kauai, in
Kauai, certainly operates in that spectrum along wth other
m ssil e defense capabilities.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. General ?

CGeneral LaCanera: Senator, | amgoing to have to take
that for the record. That is above ny expertise.

Senat or Rounds: That is fine. Thank you, gentlenen.
| sinply think that it is very inportant that we understand
-- we have an comm ttee which is working right now on
sharing that information. There are sone people that would
like to nove forward with including a sale of that part of
the spectrum and | think it is just sinply not responsible
for us to allow that to happen until after the conplete
report is conpleted in Septenber. That is the reason for
aski ng the question.

Adm ral Aquilino, cyber and space remain critically
| nportant domains to U. S. national security. Could you
briefly explain how you integrate your operations with

CYBERCOM and SPACECOW? And do you believe the fiscal year
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2024 budget adequately supports our ability to effectively
address the growi ng cyber and space threats in the |Indo-
Paci fic?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So | have a space
conponent, as we just tal ked about, and | al so have a cyber
conponent. As a part of our operations devel opnent and
pl anni ng and canpai gni ng those teans are plugged directly
into the physical domains, the ships, the submarines, the
ai rpl anes, the ground forces, and we synchroni ze all those
oper ati ons.

CGeneral Nakasone, General D ckinson, and Genera
Saltzman are great partners. They understand the m ssions
that | have asked, they understand ny priorities, and they
are taking all actions to support our efforts.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. W have tal ked sone about
the use of Iand mnes and other capabilities in which to
shape a battlefield. General LaCanera, can you talk a
little bit about the need to be able to appropriately shape
a battle positioning on land in the Korean Peninsula and the
need to have those battl e-shaping capabilities.

General LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. | nean, the
Demlitarized Zone is probably one of the nost heavily m ned
areas in the world, and to be able to integrate, to prevent,
shape, nove, disrupt the eneny's ability to nove over |and

Is extrenely inportant to the ground force commander.
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Senator Rounds: Do you continue to have di scussions
about the deploynent or the ability to depl oy appropriate,
treaty-appropriate capabilities? And we are talking about
| and mi nes, basically, but those of a nodern era that we can
control in terns of when they are avail abl e and when they
are neutralized?

Ceneral LaCanera: Yes. As we go through on our
exercises, mne clearing and nobility exercises is all part
of the field training exercises that we do, not just in the
digital world but on the ground.

Senat or Rounds: Can you do your m ssion appropriately
W t hout access to those types of tool s?

General LaCanera: | do not believe so.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, sir. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rounds.

Senator Ernst, please.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair. GCentlenen, thank
you very nuch.

Admral Aquilino, let's talk alittle bit about the
| ndo-Pacific. It absolutely is the priority theater and
site of our pacing threat. Thank you for your defense. |If,
GCod forbid, the United States woul d ever cross swords wth
Chi na, the defense of our nation really does depend on you,

so thank you.
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I want to talk specifically, Admral, about the |and-
based systens. DOD reports that China fields nore than
1, 250 ground-launched ballistic mssiles and ground-| aunched
cruise mssiles, with ranges between 500 and 5, 500
kil ometers. How many ground-|aunched m ssiles of that range
does the United States field?

Admral Aquilino: None that | amaware of at this

Senator Ernst: You are right. Zero. And of the
progranms under devel opnent, how many exceed 3, 000
kil ometers, which would be the outer ranges of your area of
responsibility?

Adm ral Aquilino: Sane.

Senator Ernst: Zero. You are right, Admral. Thank
you. And Admral, what mlitary advantages would this gap
provide China with in any future conflict?

Admral Aquilino: Well, Senator, it certainly is in
their strategy and their design is to keep us out of the
theater. So our ability to operate in that space is
critical, as | discussed.

Senator Ernst: And Admral, would you agree that
ground- | aunched theater-range stri ke systens could buy down
sone of that risk in your AOR?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, as we said, the entire

Joint Force would be required both to deter and to fight and
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win if need be. The ability for the |and conponent to
deliver those weapons -- and again, those are articulated in
nmy 1254 Report, as requirenents that | have identified that
we need -- it certainly expands our ability to provide

mul tiple dilenmmas, and they are directly involved in our
appr oach.

Senator Ernst: Miltiple dilenmmas is a good thing. And
Admiral, would you further agree that DoD shoul d study
options for deploying those ground-| aunched, theater-range
strike mssiles in your ACR?

Adm ral Aquilino: So | do not know about the study. |
can tell you we are doing it right now, Senator. So our
exerci ses, our operations as a part of the Milti-Domain Task
Force and the Marine Littoral Reginent, the forces are
preparing when that capability is delivered.

Senator Ernst: Very good. Thanks. And | amglad to
be | eading an effort to build the Rings of Fire in | NDOPACOMV
al ong with Senator Manchin and Congressman Gal | agher in the
House. W feel that that is inmportant for your
capabilities.

Admral, you spoke a little bit with Senator W cker
about some of the Wkraine tradeoffs, and | want to drill
down a little bit on that and be a little nore specific. So
let's tal k about Wkraine as it applies to Taiwan. Has our

support to Ukraine depleted any nmunitions that are needed
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for Taiwan?

Admral Aquilino: Not at this tine, Senator.

Senator Ernst: So a little different fight, alittle
different capabilities that are needed. So just to be very,
very clear, the fight that is ongoi ng between the Ukraini ans
and the Russians, the nunitions that we are providing to
Ukraine at this tine are not degrading capabilities that are
necessary for the fight that m ght occur in Taiwan.

Adm ral Aquilino: That is correct, Senator.

Senator Ernst: Gkay. Thank you. So we do have a | ot
of di scussion about this, ongoing, in the Senate and in the

House. There are those that say we cannot conplete both

m ssions, we should not be helping in Ukraine. | agree with
you, Admral Aquilino, | agree with you, Ceneral LaCanera,
t hat we must mmintain our assistance to Ukraine. It wll

not, at this point, degrade what we are doing as we | ook
t owards the East.

So | want to thank you both for making that very clear
today, and | do hope that other Menbers of Congress
understand this need, and plainly put, it is for the defense
of our nation and our gl obal standing that we ensure success
wi th the WUkrainians, but we also cannot take our eye off the
ball when it cones to any fight that m ght occur, whether it
is North Korea or whether it is China.

So thank you, gentlenen, very nuch for being here.
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Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst.

Senat or Rosen, please.

Senat or Rosen: Well, thank you, Chairman Reed. |
real ly appreciate you holding this hearing. Thank you both
for your service to our nation, for being here today, and |
want to associate nyself with ny coll eague, Senator Ernst,
on how we have to do all of it. Al of our standing, our
safety around the world matters, and | appreciate your
service there.

And so we are going to go right intoit, Admra
Aqui l'i no, and tal k about naintaining our technol ogi cal edge,
because we are all tal king about China. They are |everaging
state funding to accelerate their own mlitary nodernization
efforts across key domamins. They are rapidly advancing in
areas |like Al, robotics, cyber, and, of course, hypersonics.

Donestically, global conpetition for a skilled
wor kf orce, declining investnent in R&D, DOD s contracting
chal | enges, and the STEM wor kforce gap, they are
unfortunately all eroding and they are hurting our
t echnol ogi cal edge over China.

And so it is why | amworking to establish a public-
private partnership programto accelerate the scaling,
production, and acquisition of innovative defense

t echnol ogi es by creating incentives for investnent right

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

here in American snmall businesses working in this space. W
have to be ninble.

So, Admral Aquilino, how m ght a public-private
partnership that spurs private sector investnent and
advanced defense capabilities, how do you think that could
hel p us maintain our technol ogi cal edge with China?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So as |
articulated in ny testinony, the ability for the United
States to go faster to deliver deterrent effects is
critical. The innovation that exists in the United States
I's second to none anywhere on the gl obe, so any actions that
woul d deliver outcones in support of our deterrence effect
woul d al ways be wel cone.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | think using the
| magi nati on and innovation partner is always a good thing.
And anot her place that we really have to do that is our
cybersecurity, and our cybersecurity cooperation, in
particular, wth Taiwan, because we are acutely aware of the
threat that China poses in the cyber domain. China has used
Taiwan as a testing ground for its cyber capabilities, and
its recent cyberattacks have forced Taiwan to harden their
def enses.

So it is why today | amintroducing, wth Senator
Rounds -- he is not here right now -- Senator Rounds and

Congressman Gal | agher, bipartisan |egislation to expand

53

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

mlitary cybersecurity cooperation with Taiwan. So again,
Admiral Aquilino, how do you assess Chi nese cyber threats to
Tai wan and how i s | NDOPACOM wor ki ng to expand mlitary-to-
mlitary cybersecurity cooperation with Taiwan to strengthen
the deterrence and raise the cost of escalation for Beijing?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank, Senator. Again, in
conbi nation with ny partner, CGeneral Nakasone from CYBERCOV
we always | ook to strengthen allies', partners', and
friends' networks so that they are secure and that they can
have a confidence that the things that they are putting out
in their own networks are not being read or inpacted by
ot her nations, and we do that across the theater. So we
certainly have actions undergoing to ensure that.

As a part of our approach in | NDOPACOM and it is a
part of ny unfunded list, is sonething called the M ssion
Partner Environnment. So to talk to those allies and
partners right now, | have 13 separate networks. That is
costly. They are at risk. And what we are attenpting to
deliver is a single pane of glass that allows us to
communi cate securely, in a cyber safe way, with all of our
partners across the region, no natter who, at the |evel at
whi ch we can share.

So we have denonstrated already with one of our
partners, and we will expand that our ability to scope and

scale it. But it is the only way we will be able to operate
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with those allies and partners in a way that gives us
confi dence.

Senator Rosen: | agree with you on the single point of
entry because 13 separate networks | eaves a | ot of points of
vul nerability, too nmuch to nmanage.

In the few seconds | have left, | want to tal k about
your state partnership program |In Nevada, we have the
Nevada National Guard, we have our partnerships with Fiji,
Tonga, and nost recently Sanpba, to support | NDOPACOM s
mssion. | amgoing to go pretty fast here. In the South
Pacific we help you with maritine security and humanitarian
assi stance goal s.

And so given their strategic |ocations, the small
I sland nations, particular again vulnerable to threats from
China. So how can our state partnership program how can it
be | everaged to bolster the cybersecurity progranms in the
| ndo- Paci fic, and the National Guard is?

Admral Aquilino: So we view those rel ationships
t hrough the National CGuard, and General Hokanson is also a
great partner in support of that. As a matter of fact, we
just signed a recent one -- | was at the signing -- in one
of the Pacific islands not |ong ago.

So expandi ng that, building those relationships help
build trust, and all of that |eads towards increased

I nteroperability and capability, in cyber and all the other
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Senat or Rosen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen.

Senat or Budd, pl ease.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, Chairman, and Ceneral,
Admiral, thank you both for being here.

Admral, in very real terns what is the strategic
significance of the Taiwan Strait? And nore broadly, why is
mai ntaining a free and open Indo-Pacific matter to
Aneri cans?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So certainly
Taiwan itself is in a strategic location as it applies to

the transfer of two-thirds of the gl obal comerce around the

world. It matters as it applies to the international rules-
based order. In other words, if a single nation is all owed
to describe what will be allowed to sail, fly anywhere that

t hey choose, that is not what the |ike-m nded nations of the
wor | d have signed onto. There is a coercive potential.
There is increased cost potential. There is insurance hike
potential. | nean, the second-, third-, and fourth-order
effects are enornous. So all of those things are what
matter to the gl obal nations.

Senat or Budd: Thank you for that. You know, when
t hi nk about this, | think about how inportant it is to work

wi th and enpower our allies and our partners to ensure that
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no one nation can dom nate such an inportant region,
mlitarily.

And sticking with you, Admral, | have got a few
guestions | would like to ask about our foreign mlitary
sal es process. And | have asked questions of other
geogr aphi ¢ conmbat ant commanders as well. So | woul d
appreciate, on the first part, just a sinple yes or no, and
then at the end I will give you a chance to expand, if you
will.

Is the current FMS process, is it fast and flexible
enough to neet our foreign partner security needs, in your
AOR? And that is a yes or no. |Is it fast and flexible
enough to neet --

Admral Aquilino: | would like it to go faster.

Senator Budd: So that is a no, | take it?

Does the transfer of U S. defense articles build our
partners' capacity to provide for their own defense?

Admral Aquilino: It does.

Senator Budd: And is the United States still the
security partner of choice in your AOR?

Admral Aquilino: For alnost all of the nations, yes,

Senat or Budd: Thank you. |Is the United States at risk
of losing that security partner of choice status to China?

Admral Aquilino: | think it is an area of conpetition
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that we have to ensure that we execute our roles and nake
sure that we, in alignment with all those |ike-m nded
nations, are noving towards a region that supports the
benefit of all those nations.

Senator Budd: |Is China increasing arns exports to any
countries in your area of responsibility?

Adm ral Aquilino: They are.

Senator Budd: So could you explain how foreign
mlitary sal es challenges are inpacting strategic
conpetition with China in the Pacific?

Admral Aquilino: So the FMS programfor the United
States, Senator, hel ps us ensure that we are interoperable
with |ike-mnded nations. W are certainly not going to
plug in any of the PRC capabilities into our systens. It
buil ds confidence. W have the best capabilities on the
gl obe, also a |l esson learned from Ukraine. So continuing to
share, operate, coordinate, and exercise with those partners
I ncreases their ability to defend thenselves and it
I ncreases our partnershi ps.

Senat or Budd: Thank you. Admral, how confortable are
you with the defense industrial base ability to produce the
muni ti ons necessary to neet your requirenents?

Admral Aquilino: So | amextrenely inpressed with al
the defense industrial base. | would |like themto go

faster.
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Senator Budd: Thank you very nmuch. Chairman, | yield
back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Budd.

Senat or Hirono, please.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admra
Aqui lino and CGeneral LaCanera, thank you very nuch for your
service and for being here. And Admral, always good to see
you.

So when we net recently, Admiral Aquilino, you nmade it
very clear that you are the responsible person for mssile
defense of Hawaii. |In this year's budget request there is
noney for a dual-use radar, and this is a good step forward,
but certainly will not be the | ast.

As the supported commander for the m ssion, do you
bel i eve the services and your fell ow conbatant commanders
are providing you the capabilities you need for the defense
of Hawaii now and into the future?

Adm ral Aquilino: Al oha, Senator. Thank you. | am
absol utely responsi ble for the defense of Hawaii. | am

supported by a variety of great partners. They understand

their roles. They understand the stakes. | certainly have
an added concern since | live there. But bottomline is
Hawaii i s defended, and we will continue to defend it. The

addi ti onal capabilities we have asked for will enhance that

def ense.
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Senator H rono: Thank you. The Conpacts of Free
Associ ation between the U S. and the Republic of the
Marshall |slands, the Federated States of M cronesia and
Pal au are currently up for renewal. You and | discussed the
| nportance of the Conpacts when we net, and they are vital
to our ability to maintain a free and open | ndo-Pacific.

The COFA agreenents include support for COFA citizens
who can cone to our country w thout visas, a very special
category of lawfully present people in our country. So
until the policy changes in the late 1990s, these COFA
citizens had access to Federal benefits. Wile the access
to COFA benefits is not directly within your jurisdiction,
effective Conpacts are critical to our ability to operate in
your AOR

Adm ral, do you agree that strong Conpact agreenents,

I ncl udi ng honoring our commtnents to the people of the
Conpact states and nations, and particularly those who
choose to live in the US., is critical to our ongoing
operations in the |Indo-Pacific?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So the Conpact
Agreenents are absolutely critical to the defense of the
United States. Those are partner nations that we have deep
history ties with. As a matter of fact, the Conpact states,
per capita, send nore servicenenbers to the United States

mlitary than anywhere else. So they have proven to be
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patriots, and they are trenendous friends. So we defend
them|i ke they are our honetown, and we wll continue to do
that. So that is critically inportant.

Now, as you articulated, not in ny |lane, but the United
States takes care of people. Qur ability to ensure the
broad spectrum of human rights and taking care of people is
a part of our DNA, so | certainly support that.

Senator H rono: Thank you very nuch, because as a
totality of the commtnents that we have to our Conpact
nations, the DOD, which very nuch, of course, in our
country, very nuch benefits fromthese Conpacts, that again,
while it may not be in your lane as to their ability to
access Federal benefits, that is a very inportant conponent
of our partnership and our close relations with our Conpact
nati ons.

Adm ral Aquilino, across your theater facilities in
Hawai i, Guam Japan, and Korea are in a state of disrepair,
| npacting our readiness and ability to nobilize forces
qgui ckly. Failing pipes, noldy barracks, intermttent
bl ackouts, and frankly, |ackluster repair facilities run
counter to our mlitary and community needs.

How does the deferred mai ntenance of our
Infrastructure, really resulting in nmassive facility
failures such as at Red HlIl, how does that inpact your

ability to conduct deterrence in your AOR?

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So | as you know,
the infrastructure and support and funding for the service
I nfrastructure cones through service budgets, but when we
took a | ook at the nost recent, specifically the water main
break on Hawaii, | took a | ook through the |Iens of
readi ness, on we ought to be able to identify where we are
concerned, and not just in Hawaii. W did in Korea. W did
it in Japan and the other places throughout the theater, for
me to be able to understand our readi ness.

So we undertook a study. M teamis review ng what
that | ooks |like, and Senator, when we conplete that study |
woul d be glad to cone back and brief you. | have advocated
for those investnents into the infrastructure to deliver the
readi ness we need for the force. But again, | owe you an
answer on that.

Senator Hirono: | think it is really inportant because
as we establish priorities for the DoD and for all of the
services that the deferred maintenance is becom ng ever,
ever larger, and it results in the kind of catastrophes that
cost billions of dollars. So | appreciate your |eadership
on this, and as far as | am concerned we need to have a nuch
better plan on how we are going to keep up with mai ntenance
of all of our facilities across our country, as well as,

i ndeed, the world.

Thank you very nuch.

62
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono.
Senator Scott, please.
Senator Scott: Thanks, Chairnman.

CGeneral LaCanera, thanks for hosting ne |ast

| ndependence Day. | got to neet a |ot of your troops, and a

| ot of themwere fromFlorida, so thanks for doing that.

If North Korea invades and was able to take over South
Korea, would it have any inpact on the American famly?

General LaCanera: Yes, | believe it woul d.

Senator Scott: So if you were going to say, hey, this
Is why we should have troops in South Korea, why we shoul d
make sure that South Korea remains as an i ndependent
country, what would you tell the American public?

Ceneral LaCanera: | would tell it is an inportant
pi ece of ground. It puts us on the Asian continent. It is
a denonstration of our iron-clad commtnent to the region
and peace and stability in the region. | think South
Korea's econony is inportant to our econony, and that
regional stability. And | believe that a challenge to that
woul d have inpacts on the United States.

Senator Scott: Are there any products or services that
woul d be inportant that the American citizen would be
wthout? Wuld it matter to the average person that wants
to go buy sonet hing?

General LaCanera: No. | believe in capitalism and

63
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conpetition, and | amsure they can find anot her product
el sewhere. | think it is nore of an intangible than it is a
t angi bl e.

Senator Scott: Admiral, what would you say about --
woul d you say the sane thing about Taiwan? You know, if
Chi na i nvaded and they were able to win and t ook over
Taiwan, would it have any inpact on Anerican famlies?

Admral Aquilino: Senator, first of all, the
I ntegration of the gl obal economc network is critical, and
there would be nultiple touches on the Taiwan piece,
specifically the high-end sem conductors is critical to many
things we use. So there would be a drastic inpact if we
were not able to replace it in some other way. There is no
doubt about that.

Senator Scott: And do you have any idea of what
percentage of high-end chip are nade in Taiwan and how nuch
of an inpact that would have on cars, any electronics we do?

Admral Aquilino: Al nost all of them and I do not
know what that percentage of inpact would be, but it would
be broad.

Senator Scott: For both of you, for Korea and for
Tai wan, are the governnents of South Korea and Tai wan, are
t hey doing everything they can to defend t hensel ves?

Because it is not the easiest thing in the world to, one,

get to Taiwan, or two, to have the resources to be able to
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defend South Korea. So for each of you, could you just tell

me how inportant it is, and do we have the right resources,

are they doing the right things? | nean, as far as | can
tell, Taiwan -- | nean, what, do they have 8-nonth
conscription? | nean, they have not arnmed their citizens.

| nean, it seens to ne that would be sone of the sinplest
things to do, have a stronger mlitary, armtheir citizens.
The sanme with South Korea.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yeah, Senator. So in the wake of
the Ukraine invasion by Russia | think if you | ook at that
and if you |ook at a variety of other actions that have gone
on in the region, there is a real concern, to include on the
I sland of Taiwan. |f you | ook at Hong Kong, all right, who
Is next? And if you | ook at Ukraine and the |inkage between
Russia and China, there is a real concern.

So | have certainly been encouraged by recent actions
for conscription and other things that have been taken. |
think there is a real seriousness now.

Senator Scott: Is that true for South Korea?

CGeneral LaCanera: | nean, it is alittle bit
conpl i cated because right now we have a bilaterally agreed
upon OPCON transition programto get themto where they
woul d take over one of ny commands, Conbi ned Forces Conmand.
They are on the right trajectory to do that. The agreenent

is that it wll be standards based and not tine based, so we
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are noving in that direction, to make sure that happens.

Senator Scott: So Senator Budd brought up, and | think
sone ot hers have brought up our mlitary industrial conplex
ability to provide weapons. W are way behind, we know, in
Tai wan. What do you think the Federal Governnent ought to
be doing to make sure that our defense contractors nove
faster? Because it will make your |ives easier, especially
in Taiwan, if they had, what is it, $19 billion wrth of
arnms that they have ordered that we have not provided to
t hem

Adm ral Aquilino: Yeah, Senator. Certainly the
President's budget, as it was submtted, has got a conponent
of a multi-year on the munitions piece, wuld be very
hel pful. | think sending that consistent demand signal is
what industry needs. That said, as the npbst innovative
nation in the world, | would hope that the industrial base
could take that, conbined with other actions, and nove
faster.

Senator Scott: Al right. Thank you. Thank you,
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Scott.

Senat or Duckworth, please.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
nmor ni ng, gentl enen.

| have been enphasi zing the inportance of our partners
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i n Sout heast Asia, in particular, with every chief and
conbat ant commander that has cone before this Commttee
today. | think we can do nuch nore to bol ster these key
rel ati onships to support the entire Indo-Pacific region, and
there are sone nations that we have not managed those
relationships in the |ast few decades in a way that we have
I n the past.

In August, | plan on taking several of ny colleagues to
the Philippines, Indonesia, and Thailand, in particul ar,
where we will focus especially on this issue, the many
| nportant opportunities that our nations have to partner
t oget her.

Adm ral Aquilino, in your testinony you highlighted
| NDOPACOM s enhanced exercises with 14 partner nations |ike
| ndonesi a's Super Garuda Shield. But beyond these, you
know, Coral Gold, Garuda Shield, once-a-year, once-every-
ot her-year exercises, in what other ways does your comrand
pl an to deepen cooperation with our allies and partners, in
Sout heast Asia in particular, including those nations that
maybe we have not dealt with on a regular basis, |ike
Vi et nam or Canbodi a, and sone of the other nations?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, thanks, Senator. So the
exercises certainly are a critical conponent, as you know.
My partner, CGeneral Centino, in the Philippines -- as a

matter of fact, | amflying to the Philippines on Wednesday
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to go to an event with himand our Japanese counterpart. W
have agreed to, across the region, the Chiefs of Defense and
nyself, to work towards nore mni- and nulti-lateral sets of
engagenents, whet her they be neetings, tabletop exercise, or
operations, for nore consistent and nore direct ability to
operate the interoperable and to execute our m ssion sets,
all for the defense of the region and to keep it safe.

So we are doing a ton. There are alnbst no events we
do unilateral anynore. Everything is done with allies and
partners.

In Thailand, General Chalernpol is also a good friend
and partner. | went to Cobra Gold kickoff, we spent sone
time together, we laid out what else we could do, and again,
we continue to |l ook for those opportunities.

We are always prepared and pl anning for any HADR
support that m ght be needed. That is us taking care of
humani ty should it happen to any of those partners.

So we are plugged in across the board, and | only see
it getting nore robust and nore effective.

Senator Duckworth: Yeah, | think also there is
intelligence sharing that is inportant. | know that
Si ngaporeans kind of had a cell there that that hel ps wth,
limted intelligence sharing. There are so nuch that you
can do.

My col | eague, Senator Rosen, talked a little bit about

68
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cyber. | infornmed her that in 2021, we actually passed

| egi sl ation that authorized a pilot programthat enhances
cybersecurity partnership wwth our forces, with those of

Vi etnam Thail and, and Indonesia. | am now planning on

I ntroducing legislation to expand this inportant programto
i ncl ude Mal aysia and the Philippines in this year's NDAA

Adm ral Aquilino, can you coment on the val ue of
di rect engagenent with our overseas partners to help build
their cyber skills? You sort of touched on this alittle
bit, but | think it is really critically inportant, beyond
just speaking directly with us, but also sharing with each
other within the region.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yeah, thanks, Senator. Certainly
our ability to share informati on and coordi nate and
cooperate is absolutely dependent on the cybersecurity of
those systens. O herwise, it is just getting to pl aces
where it should not go.

You nentioned the CTIF or the Counterterrorism
Information Force in Singapore. It is also critical that
that sharing gets directly into those facilities to prevent
any violent extremsm multilateral, nulti-nations, to
deliver those effects.

So like | said, General Nakasone has taken great
strengths to ensure those nei ghborhoods have the

cybersecurity they need. Qur investnent in the m ssion
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partner environnent contributes directly through this zero-
trust mndset to ensure we can do it.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you. GCeneral LaCanera, | am
really interested also in U S. -Korea cybersecurity
partnershi ps, and you nentioned this in your testinony. Can
you expand on that a little bit here?

General LaCanera: W are also working with General
Nakasone and his folks, and we are al so working with the
Sout h Koreans. W have our own m ssion partner environnment
networks for us to be able to communicate. It is not only
I mportant when dealing with the South Korean mlitary but
also in the United Nations Command and the Sending States,
and meki ng sure that we can coordinate with those countri es.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you. | yield back, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator Duckwort h.

Senator Sullivan, please.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. Gentl enen,
thank you. | think the country needs to know what an
excellent job both of you two are doing in your respective
theaters, so | want you to hear that fromthis Commttee. |
both of you are doi ng exceptional work for our country.

Last year, in the NDAA, this Commttee, by the way,
unani nously, put in a provision for a floor of 31 anphib

shi ps, 10 bi g-deck anphi bs. The Commandant, a few days ago,
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testified just how inportant that was for force projection,
crisis response, all over the world, for the Marine Corps
and the Navy. How inportant is a robust conpl enent of
anphi bs for your theater, both of you?

Admral Aquilino: So Senator, thanks. The anphi bi ous
ready group as it applies with 3-ship ARGs is certainly
I nportant to our ability to deter as well as our ability to
fight and win. And | have articulated the requirenents as
It exists fromINDOPACOMin to the CNO as part of his
devel opnment approach. Now he owns the whol e gl obe. So
ri ght now our requirenents are net, and we have advocated to
ensure that those requirenents are not divested or they are
sonmehow r educed.

Senator Sullivan: General? Anphibs, force projection,
crisis response, NMEU ARGs?

General LaCanera: Yes. Thanks, Senator. W live on a
peni nsul a. Having that capability available allows ne to
give multiple options or nultiple dilemas to any adversary
who woul d try and di srupt peace and stability in the region.

Senator Sullivan: Admral, we have tal ked about
different kind of deterrence factors with regard to the
CCP' s decision whether or not to invade Taiwan. O course,
there is the ability, which has already been tal ked about
here, for Taiwan to defend itself, which is in the Taiwan

Rel ations Act, the ability for us, if need be, called upon
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by the President to help in that regard with our allies.

But there is also this, what | call a third | evel of
deterrence, which is economc, financial, energy, to put
forward a very conprehensive suite of sanctions with us and
our allies to say to Xi Jinping and others, hey, if you
actually undertake a violent mlitary invasion of Taiwan,
here are the nmassive sanctions that are going to crush your
econony.

When you think about all instrunents of Anmerican power,
the way the Chinese do, how i nportant do you think that
third |l evel of deterrence could be? Because we all want
deterrence. No one wants a war in the Taiwan Strait. But
we also know if it is going to be started, it wll be
started by the Chinese. How inportant is that to | ook at
fromthe | evel of deterrence as well, on mlitary factors?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yeah, Senator. Again, so the
mlitary lens is certainly ny lane as it applies to this,
but as | | ook at the Chinese approach for an all fornms of
nati onal power assault on the international rul es-based
order, | think it is critical that the United States, and it
is also a part of this integrated deterrence strategy the
Secretary has tasked us. So that all fornms of nationa
power have to cone together, and the economc lever is a
pretty big one. So I concur.

Senator Sullivan: Admral, you and I went to Northern
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Edge 2 years ago. |Inpressive. There was a carrier strike
group there, a couple hundred aircraft doing night fighting
In JPARC, really great training for the whole Joint Force.
Can you talk a little bit about how inportant you think
Northern Edge is in Al aska for an exercise that brings
together all of our services but also our allies, and what
we can denonstrate up there in the great state of Al aska?
CGeneral LaCanera: Yes, Senator. So Northern Edge, as
a matter of fact it is going to happen here again this year,
in the not-too-distant future. It is certainly inportant
for us to be able to operate in places that we are
confortable operating. W can train to high-end tactics and
capabilities. That said, all of our exercises are inportant

across the globe. Northern Edge is usually one of our

| ar gest .

Senator Sullivan: General, | was actually out, left
the hearing here for a few hours. | greeted an honor flight
from Al aska. They just arrived -- Wrld War Il vet, Korean
War vet, Vietnamvets. | love doing this. | never mss

when the honor flights come in. W were at the Korean \War
Menorial. | want to publicly, and |I have done it a few
tinmes, you and | have tal ked about, do a shout-out to the
Kor ean governnent and the Korean people who just spent over
$20 million adding a very inportant elenent to the Korean

Wwar Menorial, which is the wall of honor, all the U S. and
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Korean killed in action. | encourage all Americans to go

| ook at that. | want to thank again the Korean governnent,
Kor ean peopl e, because they paid for that. They paid for
that. Pretty special.

How is it going with the new governnent -- | had the
opportunity to neet with the new president recently -- in
terns of their conmtnent to not only defense, but one thing
that | have seen that | ooks very promsing is a new focus on
U. S. -Korea-Japan relations, training. The trilateral aspect
of our defense in Northeast Asia is really inportant. How
do you see that going? And | want to conplinent the new
governnment. They seemto be really putting their shoul der
into that, and | think it helps for our deterrence and
defense in the region. Wat is your view on that?

CGeneral LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. |In the |ast year
we have been able to increase our conbat readi ness and
focus, not just in command post exercises but at the
addition of field training exercise. And we have been able
to bring in two carrier strike groups. W have been able to
do multiple ballistic mssile defense exercises. W talked
about the other exercises that the adm ral does inside of
the theater that we have been able to participate in.

So President Yoon has really been focusing on conbat
readi ness, and as you discussed with the trilateral piece,

the threat is real to the region. KJU when he fires his
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m ssiles, you know, he sends nessages to not only South
Korea but to Japan and the United States on the
capabilities. And | think the President is show ng
tremendous | eadership in the region to nove forward to
secure not just the Korean people but the Anmerican people.

Senator Sullivan: So the trilateral relationship is
deepening and getting better, fromyour perspective?

General LaCanera: It is. Yes, sir.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chairman Reed: Senator Schmtt.

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for your service.

Admral, | wanted to ask, | know there has been sone
di scussion, there is $19 billion wrth of weapons systens
that the Tai wanese have ordered that they have not gotten.
| think you and | share the sane belief that we need to have
a greater sense of urgency with this, as they face a
potential invasion from Communist China. What other weapons
capabilities do you think, that are not going to take that
|l ong, are really inportant for the Tai wanese to have to
defend thensel ves, that could get there in shorter order?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So again, w thout
going into sone specific systens, but again, anti-air
capability, anti-ship capability, delivered in a variety of

means, whether it is mssiles, mnes, or other things. |
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think there are sonme of those that, with sone i nnovative
wor k, could be delivered faster.

Senator Schmtt: Ckay. Admral, a few days ago the
Chi nese Anbassador to the Philippi nes made sone significant
threats agai nst Taiwan and the safety of 150,000 Fili pinos
living in Taiwan. This kind of egregious conmment is exactly
why many countries in the Indo-Pacific are deepening defense
cooperation with the United States, as you are aware.

In addition, China continues to conduct provocative
operations in the South China Sea, harassing Filipino
vessels with I asers and sailing Chinese warshi ps near
Filipino holdings in the South China Sea. There has been a
comm tnent, ny understand, to accelerating capability
devel opnment of the Filipino armed forces during the recent
2+2 nmeeting to include hel ping Manila acquire priority
def ense systens and pl atforns.

Admral, in your view what are the next steps we should
take with the Phili ppines?

Admral Aquilino: So in support of our nutual defense
treaty we are providing a variety of capabilities and
training and actions with the Philippines. | think the
posture initiatives are critical. So for the United States
to be successful in executing our responsibilities for the
defense of the Philippines, those posture initiatives, the

new EDCA sites, and delivering that capability and
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infrastructure is critical. And then we can al ways conti nue
our operation together.

Exercise Balikatan is going on. It is the |argest
event in the region for the | and conponent. W have al so
synchroni zed at sea. And this particular exercise, it is
|l ed by the Marine Corps, but it is integral with the Arny,
the Navy, and the Air Force as a part of Balikatan.

So those continued denonstrations and interoperability
Is the next piece we can do.

Senator Schmitt: And | think it is just such a key and
strategic alliance for us, the Philippines. Wuld you
support -- you nentioned infrastructure -- would you support
a permanent base on the Phili ppines?

Adm ral Aquilino: | think that decision, Senator,
woul d be certainly critical for the Philippines. | do not
think the Philippines are |ooking for permanent U.S. bases.
That is their sovereign territory. | think what we woul d
like to be able to do is operate with themin places that
they would allow us to go at this point in tine.

Senator Schmtt: Okay. Admral and General, M ssouri,
as you both know probably, hosts the entire operational
fleet of the B-2 Spirit bonmbers. Could you both discuss, in
general terns, the significance of the air leg of the
nucl ear triad to your deterrence m ssions?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, sir. Certainly the

7
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foundati onal aspect of our strategic nuclear deterrence lies
in the triad. So the B-2s, the SSBNs and the I CBM4s. That
noderni zed force is critical to ensure that our conventi onal
deterrent is foundationally based. So for the China portion
and the rest of the Indo-Pacific region, it is absolutely
critical, and we denonstrate it, aligned with our STRATCOM
partner, fairly frequently, and CGCeneral LaCanera can talk to
t hat .

General LaCanera: Thanks, Senator. |t poses multiple
dil emmas. We get questioned about our ability on extended
deterrence, and | think it is just another denonstration of
the trenendous capability that we bring to any fight
wor | dwi de.

Senator Schmitt: And what has been the reaction from
our friends and adversaries? Wat have you witnessed is
their reaction to that capability?

Ceneral LaCanera: For us, on the allies side, again,
we are |looking at this fight froma joint, conbined
i nteragency, nultidomain, and this is just another arrow in
our quiver that we continue to denonstrate. Wth the
testing that KJU has been doing and the support that | get
fromAdmral Aquilino, and pushing assets, again, it is just
allowng us to build conbat readi ness, which we have not
been able to do.

Admral Aquilino: And | think for the rest of the

78
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region, Senator, it is also inportant for them The
Australians have allowed us to do two B-2 bonber detachnents
out of Anmberley. So that shows, to ne, that the capability
is inportant for them as well as the rest of the region.
And we operate, whenever possible, to denonstrating that
bonber capability in the theater.

Senator Schmitt: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nmuch, Senator Schmtt,
and gentlenen, thank you. | have one additional question.

W are currently at inpasse in confirm ng general
officers, including, | believe, the 7th Fl eet Comrander.
Adm ral Aquilino, what inpact does this have on your
readi ness and the inpact also on the offices involved in
terns of their whole famly situation and also their
opportunities outside the service?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, thanks for that.
Qperationally, I amgoing to have no inpact because the 7th
Fl eet Commander is not going anywhere until a proper
repl acenent is in place. So | think the real inpact you
articulated, right, it is the personal advancenent, it is
t he personal devel opnent, it is the famly understandi ng and
predictability. Those are the places. So will it hinder
our ability to continue to nmaintain the right people in the
right jobs to be able to then potentially advance and take

the next right job? Absolutely.
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Chai rman Reed: Again, it seens a situation where, for
t he next several nonths, you could get by. But at that
poi nt people who are next in line to step up wll consider
ot her options outside the service. And, in fact, we have
seen this situation in the Navy because of other situations.
Tai | hook froze an entire cohort of officers, other incidents
in the Navy, and as a result, valuable individuals just
could not be pronoted and had to retire. And if this
persists, this will have a serious detrinent on readi ness
eventually. Is that correct?

Admral Aquilino: That is absolutely right, Senator,
or Chairman, and d enn Defense Marine is the other exanple |
woul d think you are inferring to. W did have inpact to
really quality people in a |lot of cases.

Chai rman Reed: General LaCanera, any other comments in
this regard?

CGeneral LaCanera: No. | agree with Admiral Aquilino.
| mean, the general officers that | have, | amnot giving
them up. But again, it does stagnate the next set of
general officers or flag officers that are on current
pronotions lists that are not confirned. So the second and
third or long-termeffects, there wll be inpacts, and then
when do people decide to | eave and you m ght | ose quality.

So |l think there is a potential long term

Chairman Reed: | do too, and | hope that we can nove

80
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qguickly and return to regular order and the custom which is
that individuals who served the nation for 30 years or nore
have been sel ected based on their nerit as mlitary
of ficers, not any other reason, by panels of other mlitary
officers can be confirnmed routinely by the Senate, unless
there is sone particular, specific issue with an individua
candi date. And that is ny hope.

So thank you all, gentlenen, for your testinony today.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:17 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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