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1 OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
2 RHODE | SLAND

3 Chai rman Reed: Let ne call the hearing to order, and

4 this norning the conmttee neets to consider the nom nation
5 of Admral John Aquilino to be the next Commander of U.S.

6 Indo-Pacific Command, or | NDOPACOM Admiral, we thank you

7 and your famly for your willingness to serve in this

8 inportant position. W welcone your wife, Laura, and your

9 daughter, Jessica, along with your colleagues fromthe

10 Pacific Fleet. Thank you very mnuch.

11 You have nost recently served as the Commander of the
12 U S. Pacific Fleet, an experience that wll serve you well.
13 The I ndo-Pacific has energed as the Departnent of

14 Defense's priority theater. As Admral Davidson highlighted
15 at his posture hearing earlier this nonth, the region wl|
16 be hone to two-thirds of the world' s popul ati on and generate
17  two-thirds of the gl obal econony in the next 10 years.

18 Maintaining U S. |eadership in this consequential region

19 wll take a concerted, whol e-of-governnment effort, but the

20 U.S. mlitary, specifically INDOPACOM w |l play a centra

21  role.
22 Secretary Austin has appropriately |abeled China as the
23 "pacing threat" for the U S mlitary. | agree wth experts

24  who have stated that China is a |long-term chal | enge that

25 nust be "managed" rather than "solved." Part of managi ng
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1 our strategic conpetition with China and ensuring a free and
2 open Indo-Pacific is the need to maintain a strong presence
3 in the region and a credi ble conventional deterrent to

4 mlitary aggression.

5 For this reason, in |ast year's National Defense

6 Authorization Act, the commttee created the Pacific

7 Deterrence Initiative, or PDI. The PD is intended to

8 better focus Defense Departnment resources on key military

9 capabilities, reassure U S. allies and partners, and send a
10 strong signal to the Chinese Communi st Party that we are

11 commtted to defending U S. interests in the Indo-Pacific.
12 Maintai ning nonentum behind the PDI will be a key focus of
13 this commttee as we begin work on this year's National

14 Def ense Aut horization Act. Admral Aquilino, we | ook forward
15 to hearing your views on how the PDI can be used to bol ster
16 U S mlitary presence and conventional deterrence in the

17  region.

18 China and the U S. have a shared goal of avoi ding

19 unnecessary and costly arnmed conflict. Last week's U S. -

20 China diplomatic neeting in Alaska was not without its

21  chall enges, but provided an inportant opportunity for us to
22 engage China, express our concern with China' s conduct in
23 the region and around the world, and reiterate our

24 commtnent to the region. W should |ook to build upon | ast

25 week's neeting by establishing nore robust neans of
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mlitary-to-mlitary conmunication, particularly to avoid
m scal culation in a crisis. W should al so seek greater
cooperation with China when it is in our interest, including
in areas like climate change, the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction, and counterterrorism

Ef fectivel y managi ng our conpetition with China al so
requires that we continually invest in our relationship with
allies and partners. The |ast few weeks have denonstrated
just how central these relationships are to the Biden
adm ni stration's approach to the region. On March 12,
Presi dent Biden participated in the first-ever |eader-|evel
neeting with other nenbers of the Quad -- Japan, Australia,
and India. Just |ast week, Secretary of Defense Austin and
Secretary of State Blinked held in-person neetings wth
their counterparts in Japan and South Korea. Admral
Aqui l'ino, we |look forward to your views on how t hese
al l'i ances and partnershi ps can be strengthened and how we
can attract new partners across the region.

Per haps our nost inmediate security challenge in the
region is North Korea. W nust approach this chall enge
cl ear-eyed and in cooperation with our regional allies and
partners, nost notably Japan and Sout h Korea, who are nost
directly threatened by KimJong Un's belligerent behavior.
While we maintain significant sanctions pressure on North

Korea, we nust al so pursue diplomacy with the goal of
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1 achieving a formal noratoriumon nuclear and mssile testing
2 in the near-term Admral Aquilino, | would appreciate your
3 views on the regional threat posed by North Korea and the

4 prospects for greater trilateral cooperation between the

5 United States, Japan, and South Korea on m ssile defense and
6 other issues.

7 Admral, if confirnmed, you will |ead | NDOPACOM at an

8 incredibly consequential time, and we thank you again for

9 your willingness to serve.

10 And now |l et ne recogni ze the Ranking Menber, Senator

11 I nhofe.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U. S. SENATOR FROM
OKLAHOVA

Senat or I nhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral
Aqui lino, we are real pleased to have you, and noving into a
position where you are certainly the person nost qualified
for that position. Wth over 1,150 carrier arrested
| andi ngs and 5, 000 hours of flying tine, | think that you
have spent a lot of tinme on the sea but also a lot of tine
inthe air. And | have to say that | may have tw ce the
hours you have, but you have twice the mles | had.

Secretary Austin and Deputy Secretary Hicks said China
Is the pacing threat for our mlitary, and General Ml ey
said the Pacific is the nunber one regional priority. W
all understand this. This admnistration is saying the
ri ght things about pushing back on Chinese aggression, but
t he key indicator of whether or not we are serious about
this conpetition with China will be what we do with the
def ense budget top line, the great growh. The words do not
have real neaning.

The top line of the defense budget and the amount of
funding for the Pacific Deterrence Initiative will be the
Bi den adm nistration's first and nost inportant nessage to
China. Wat we do and do not do to deter China in the
mlitary domain will underride and determ ne the success or

failure of diplomatic, economc, and information efforts as

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



1 well. Sinply put, if you fail to invest in defense, and as
2 aresult fail to deter China's use of mlitary force in the
3 Indo-Pacific, nothing you do in those areas wll really

4 matter. Admral Aquilino, if confirnmed as commander of

5 | NDOPACOM you would be on the front lines of the mlitary

6 conpetition with China. There nust never cone a day when

7 the | eaders of the Chinese Communi st Party decide today is
8 the day they can achieve their goal by using mlitary force.
9 At the beginning of March, General McMaster told us

10 that since the 1900s Chi na has undertaken the |argest

11 peacetinme mlitary buildup in history. This ranp-up in the
12 past decade, when China increased real purchasing power in
13 the defense sector by $200 billion. Meanwhile, primarily
14 during the Ghanma adm nistration, Anmerica cut sone $400

15 billion of purchasing power from our defense spending. As
16 China was quietly increasing investnents in defense, many
17 U. S. leaders naively assuned when China joined the WO in
18 2001, that it was integrated in the gl obal econony, sonehow
19 this would nake the Chi nese Comrunist Party friendlier and
20 nore open to the West. And | predicted it would not, and |
21  was right. The result of that bad assunption is American
22 mlitary advantage and the credibility of our deterrence has
23 eroded, and cones to erosion.

24 So we have got a problemout there, and you are going

25 to beright inthe mddle of that, and we are anxious to
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make sone really good things happen. As General MMaster
told us, Taiwan nmay represent the nost dangerous flash point
for war, and when Adm ral Davidson was asked what the npst
likely target of the Chinese mlitary action would be in the
next 5 to 10 years, he said, "I would say Taiwan is the
first." So we know where our problens are, we appreciate
your service, and |look forward to this hearing.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator |Inhofe. Nowlet ne
recogni ze Senator Hirono to introduce the adniral.

Senator H rono: Thank you very much, M. Chairman, and
| very much appreciate your remarks and Ranki ng Menber
I nhofe's remarks in recognizing the inportance of the Indo-
Pacific region.

Qur country faces an array of chall enges and
opportunities in the Indo-Pacific region, and AORs
stretching fromthe west coast of the United States to the
western border of India, and fromthe North Pole to
Antarctica, covering about half of the Earth's surface.

At a tinme when we are confronting an increasingly
aggressive China and | ooking to deepen our defense ties with
allies in the Indo-Pacific, it is inperative we have an
experienced | eader at |ndo-Pacific Command capabl e of
nmeeting the urgency and sensitivity of the noment. Wth

this in mnd, | would like to introduce and enthusi astically
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endor se today's nom nee, and, of course, welconme his famly,
Adm ral John C. Aquilino, to serve as the next Commander of
the U. S. Indo-Pacific Command.

Admral Aquilino's 37 years of Navy service,
hi ghl i ghted by command of the U S. Pacific Fleet and the
U.S. Naval Forces Central Conmand, nmake himwell suited for
this newrole. Since assum ng command of the Navy's Pacific
Fl eet in 2018, | have seen how the admiral and his
| eadershi p team at PACFLEET have worked to ensure the
readi ness of the fleet to protect the security of our
nation. From his headquarters at Pearl Harbor, "Lung"
Aqui lino, as he is affectionately known to those under his
command, has gui ded the 140,000 sailors and civilians of the
Pacific Fleet to neet chall enges and opportunities
present ed.

| have to admt, Lung is such an unusual nicknane, and
| had to ask how he got it. It was coined years ago by his
fighter pilot buddies who thought his |ast nane sounded |ike
Aqual ung, and with that the nane Lung was born.

Lung's nessage of, quote, "deter, assure, conpete, and
win," end quote, is the right nessage for | NDOPACOM t oday.
| have gotten to work with Admral Aquilino during his tine
I n Hawaii and know first-hand he believes in the power of

wor ki ng together to find whol e-of -governnent sol utions, the

| nportance of our alliances and partnerships, and the
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i nperative for a well-trained and postured force.

| have appreciated the interactions Admral Aquilino
and | have had on issues of inportance to Hawaii and the
Pacific region, including the strategically vital Red Hil
Bul k Fuel Storage Facility. |[In operating the Red Hil
Facility, the Navy has a critical responsibility to protect
CGahu' s drinking water and keep the community updated. The
adm ral knows the inportance of transparent and open
conmuni ty engagenent .

Adm ral Aquilino also has a personal appreciation of
the significance of Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard to our
comunity. The shipyard is our |largest industrial enployer,
Wi th thousands of mlitary and civilian workers who support
our forces and broader in the Pacific region to advance our
strategic interest. Admral Aquilino participated in
shipyard visits with Senator Kaine, former Senator Perdue,
and ne over the past 2 years.

As evi denced t hroughout his years of service, Admral
Aqui | ino has denonstrated a deep understanding of Hawaii's
strategic inportance to our national security, and he
advocates for capabilities and nurtures relationships to
hel p Hawaii fully realize its role in America's continued
access and influence in the |Indo-Pacific.

If you speak to those who serve in his command, you

will find Admral Aquilino has deep and abiding care for his
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sailors, civilians, and their famlies, by working to
instill an environnment of dignity and purpose. This skil
was evident in Admral Aquilino's actions after a gunman
took the |lives of Roldan Agustin and Vincent Kapoi Jr., and
seriously injured another man during the horrific shooting
at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard on Decenber 4, 2019. Admral
Aqui lino paid special care to the famlies of the victins
and the shipyard conmunity during this intense tine of
grief. A few nonths ago, he organized a nenorial service
mar ki ng the 1-year anniversary of the tragic event, and
i nstall ed a permanent nenorial plaque to honor the Iives and
service of M. Augustin and M. Kapoi Jr.

| am confident that after today's hearing ny coll eagues
Wil join nme in supporting Admral Aquilino's nomnation to
| ead | NDOPACOM

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono.

Adm ral, you are recognized for your opening statenent.
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL JOHN C. AQUI LI NGO, USN, FOR
REAPPO NTMENT TO THE GRADE OF ADM RAL AND TO BE COMVANDER,
UNI TED STATES | NDO- PACI FI C COMVAND

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you very nuch, Senator Hirono,
for that kind introduction. Congratul ations on your
selection as the chair of the Seapower Subcommttee. It has
been ny pleasure to work with you these past 3 years, and
fromall the sailors in the Pacific theater and their
famlies | would |ike to thank you for your constant
support. Thank you very nuch, ma' am

Thank you, Chairnman Reed, Ranki ng Menber |nhofe, and

commttee nenbers for this opportunity to appear before you

today. | am both honored and hunbled to be here as the
nom nee to lead U. S. Indo-Pacific Conmand. It is a great
responsibility. | am honored to President Biden's nom nee

for this inportant position.

| would also like to thank Secretary Austin, General
MIley, Acting Secretary Harker, and Admral Gl day for
t heir support and confidence.

| woul d not be here today wi thout the | ove and support
of my famly. M wfe, Laura, and ny ol dest daughter,
Jessica are here with ne today, and ny daughter, Lisa, was
unable to attend fromLos Angeles. Like every mlitary
famly, they have endured many sacrifices and they

tirelessly advocate for mlitary nenbers and their famlies.

12
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They set a trenendous exanple of service to our nation, and
| am proud of each of them

Also wth ne here today are nenbers of ny Navy famly,
and they are led by Fleet Master Chief JimHonea. He is ny
ri ght-hand man and he personally cares for over 140,000 Navy
sailors and their famlies in the Pacific Fleet every day.

Il would be remss if |I did not highlight ny constant
adm ration and respect for the nmen, wonen, civilians, and
famlies of our joint force, who faithfully serve, many
depl oyed as we speak to defend our nation and protect our
way of |ife. It has been ny greatest privilege to have
served al ongside them for 37 years.

The Indo-Pacific is the nost consequential reason for
Anmerica's future and remains the priority theater for the
United States. Residing here are four of the five security
chal l enges identified in the Departnent of Defense -- China,
Russia, North Korea, and violent extrem st organizations.
The I ndo-Pacific region al so experiences frequent natura
and man- made di sasters, the negative inpacts of climte
change, rapid popul ation growh, drugs and human
trafficking, and, of course, disease and pandem cs.

O all the threats we face, Secretary Austin was very
cl ear when he stated, "China is our pacing threat." To neet
this challenge, it will take all elenents of national power,

wor ki ng together and with a sense of urgency. Together wth
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our allies and partners, our professionally trained and

| ethal joint mlitary force, postured forward will provide
the deterrence required while enabling diplomacy froma
position of strength to ensure peace, stability, and
prosperity for all in the region.

The Pacific Deterrence Initiative is a strong exanpl e
of the effort required to conpete and win. | thank the
comrittee for your |eadership and your vision in
establishing PDI. These efforts are foundational to
ensuring a free and open | ndo-Pacific.

As the Interim National Security Strategic Quidance
points out, Anerica's fate is intertwned with events beyond
our shores. @ obal peace and prosperity depend on our
presence in the Indo-Pacific. |If confirmed for this great
responsibility I ook forward to working with this commttee
as we advance our shared national security objectives while
continuing to serve al ongside Indo-Pacific's nen and wonen
to acconplish this inportant m ssion before us.

Thanks, Chairman Reed, Ranki ng Menber |nhofe, and to
the commttee. | look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of Admral Aquilino follows:]

14
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, sir. Let ne point
out, for the benefit of ny colleagues, that if we get a
quorum | will interrupt. W have thousands of mlitary
nom nations we would |like to pass out of conmttee. And
al so since this is a hybrid hearing, we will not be
following the early bird rule. Instead, we will handle the
order of questions by seniority, alternating back and forth.

This nmessage is getting a little old but let ne reiterate
it.

W will do the standard five-m nute rounds. | ask ny
col | eagues on the conputers, and at their desk, to observe
the five mnutes. And then, for everyone to be heard,
pl ease mute your m crophones if you are not speaking.

Thank you very nuch, Admral, for your testinony, for
your di stingui shed service, and the service of your famly.

One of the nost inportant aspects in any theater is
joint warfighting operations. W fight as a team not as
I ndi vidual platforns or individual services. And | know the
Joint Staff and | NDOPACOM have been working on joint
operations, joint techniques and nodels. COVID has
interrupted that a bit. Can you give us kind of a status,
from your perspective, of how we are doing in integrating
our forces?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Thanks. So there are

two initiatives. Admral Davidson, along with the Joint

15
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Staff, is working on a joint warfighting concept. Those
focus areas are designed to specifically ensure that the
joint force is integrated, that command and control that is
requi red exists, and on top of that, fromthe Indo-Pacific

position, it has the ability to also expand to our allies

and partners. It is extrenmely inportant, and if confirned,
Senator, | will continue those efforts. They are that
| mportant.

Chai rman Reed: Can you briefly prioritize what are the
key el ements? M/ notion would be if you cannot comruni cate
effectively then you cannot do nuch. But your sense of what
the priorities are, and are they budgeted in that order, or
do we have to do sone work collectively?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, the Pacific Defense
Initiative | think is kind of the poster child for what the
capabilities and things look like in prioritized order, and
again, | thank the commttee for that support. Those
capabilities, as | see them are force protection, there is
the ability to conmand, control, and communicate in the
m ssion partner environnment, then there is the ability
needed to train both with the joint force and our allies and
partners, and that |inkage between the ranges, from Guamto
Hawaii to Alaska to the west coast of the United States,
PMITEC, is absolutely required.

Additionally, there is | SR capabilities needed. There
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are long-range joint integrated fires capabilities that are
needed. And underpinning all of that is the need to be able
to execute logistics across that great distance.

Chai rman Reed: So we have a ways to go, frankly, to
get to the point where you are satisfied. |Is that fair?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, again, | think PD is
foundational, but it will take a |onger-term sustai ned
i nvestment to be able to generate the deterrence required.

Chairman Reed: And a final point on this issue. First
of all, integrating Arny, Navy, and Air Force is tough. |
woul d assune integrating our allies is even nore chall enging
because of obvious differences in | anguage and ot her
equi pnent, et cetera. Is that fair?

Adm ral Aquilino: That is absolutely fair, sir, but it
Is also extrenely inportant. W operate with our allies and
partners each and every day, so it is certainly not a hurdle
we cannot get over, and it is critically inportant.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. You nentioned this has to
be a whol e-of -governnment effort, not just a mlitary effort.
And within our partners, particularly the Quad, are there
i ssues that we can rally around, issues like climte change
and other issues like that? |Is that sonething that your
State Departnent and col | eagues are tal ki ng about ?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, there are many areas where

we certainly cooperate across a whol e-of -governnment approach
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-- economc, diplomatic, informational, legal, as well as
mlitary. Al of those efforts will be required to do the
deterrence needed, and if confirnmed | amcertainly

i nterested in working across the interagency to achieve that
goal .

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nmuch. Just a fi nal
question here. | think we have cone to realize that we were
overly optim stic about China's role in the world for
several decades, when we saw it as sinply an econom c power
that would conme into the world stage with a benign, not
mal i gn, attitude, and that has changed. The danger today
m ght be overestimating China, of not seeing sone of their
vul nerabilities. Can you coment upon sone of the
shortcom ngs you see or sone of the weaknesses that m ght
not be expl ored?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. Certainly we have
seen the largest mlitary buildup by China. That does bring
wth it certain vulnerabilities, whether it be training,
command and control and operations across a broader scale.
And again, if confirnmed, I will |look through that lens to
see where we can really have sone effect to deter.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Admral. Before |
turn it over to Senator Inhofe | amrequired to ask
guestions of the nom nee, and | have been rem nded by ny

staff to do so. Just like the nmaster chief, | do what | am
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Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Reed: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outcone of the
confirmati on process?

Admral Aquilino: No, sir.

Chai rman Reed: Exercising our |egislative and
oversight responsibility makes it inportant that this
committee, its subcommttees, and other appropriate
comm ttees of Congress receives testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe Executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirned, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree, when asked before this
commttee, to give your personal views, even if your views
differ fromthe adm nistration?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Reed: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic communications in a tinmely manner

when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or

ot her appropriate comrittees of Congress and to consult with

t he requestor regarding the basis or any good-faith delay or

19
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denial in providing such records?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Reed: WII| you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of reports, records, and other information,
including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Chairman Reed: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
request s?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Chairman Reed: WIIl those wi tnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisals for their testinony at briefings?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Admral. Senator
| nhof e, pl ease.

Senator Inhofe: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.
Let me draw on your experiences as a fighter pilot. It has
been concerning to ne for quite sone tine the criticism of
our F-35 that we hear, froma lot of people. | wll not
even nention the sources, but it is something that really
bot hers ne, when you stop and think about what we do not
have in ternms of fifth-generation fighters. Admral

Davi dson's testinony, and this is way back in March, to the
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House Arned Services Conmmttee, he said that our adversaries
are already developing or fielding fifth-generation
fighters, that we know from our own gam ng and enul ati ons
that fifth-generation fighters are a gane-changer.

Now as a fighter pilot, kind of explain why the F-35,
as a fifth-generation fighter, is so critical to deterring,
and, if necessary, defeating China's uses of mlitary force,
and in your opinion, why it is inportant to the ability to
fight and win inside the first and second island chains. |
can renenber when we had the F-22, and we tal ked about the
fact that it was a fifth-generation fighter. W started out
we were going to have 700 of them W ended up getting 200.
| renmenber that very well and the criticismthat | had at
that tinme, and we have had the sanme problens now. And yet
now we know it is a different ganme now, because our
conpetition has fifth-generation fighters. Wat are your
t houghts on that?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. As you know,

t he Chi nese Communi st Party has generated sonme capabilities
in the region that are designed to keep us out. Sone refer
to those as A2/ AD, and when we tal k about them we tal k about
operating in contested space. Fifth-generation airplanes,
and beyond, are required to be able to generate a | ethal
force and posture it in a place where it is needed to

generate the deterrence that | nentioned.

21
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1 Senator Inhofe: Are your concerns like mne in terns
2 of the attacks on the F-35 and what our capacity would be if

3 we becane weak in that area?

4 Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, | would be concerned
5 if we lessened our capacity of fifth-generation airplanes.
6 | think they are needed to w n.

7 Senator Inhofe: Mmhmm Okay. As General MMaster

8 told this commttee, and this is a quote, "Taiwan may

9 represent the nost dangerous flash point for war." He went
10 on to say because of that very real threat, quote, "it is
11  immensely inportant to keep forward-positioned capable

12 forces in the Indo-Pacific."

13 So, Admiral, | have been co-chairman of the Taiwan

14 Caucus for quite a while and | have been concerned that a
15 Chinese invasion of Taiwan would represent the hardest test
16 fromU S. mlitary response tine. Can you talk about why
17 the U S. forward-positioning forces are so inportant, and
18 what do you nean by forward-positioning, and where do the
19 forces need to be?

20 Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | agree with

21  General MMaster's discussion on the nost dangerous concern
22 is that of a mlitary force against Taiwan. To conbat that,
23 the forward posture west of the International Date Line is
24 how Admiral Davidson describes it, and | concur with that.

25 Forces positioned to be able to respond quickly, and not
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just our forces, those forces conmbined with the

i nternational community, with our allies and partners, those
nations with conmon val ues, those two things would position
us very strongly for the deterrence required.

Senat or I nhofe: GCkay, good. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Inhofe. Now let ne
recogni ze Senat or Shaheen.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman, and Admral
Aqui I i no, congratul ati ons on your nom nation and thank you
very much for your service to this country.

| am a big supporter of the |legislation that was signed
into law in 2017, the Wnen, Peace, and Security Act. It
was | egislation that | sponsored, and | think having a
governnent -w de strategy to include wonen in all aspects of
our security decisions is very inportant.

| npl enentation at DoD i s underway, and, in fact,

USI NDOPACOM has played a really inportant role inplenenting
the legislation, hosting the first gender insecurity
cooperation course in January of 2020. USI NCOPACOM al so
hosted two operational gender advisor courses to train
personnel to serve as advisors. Can you talk about why you
think it is inportant to have this kind of |egislation and
how you woul d continue the work that Adm ral Davi dson has
begun?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Thanks. Again, this
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is one of our asymmetric advantages, the Wnen, Peace, and
Security Initiative. Admral Davidson took it extrenely
seriously and he inplenented his own programaligned with
the | arger program that really stepped out in the form of

t he exanple you nentioned. And those have events are even
nore broad than that. And if I amconfirnmed, m'am | would
continue those efforts and work to expand them It hel ps
for other nations to understand and align with the val ues
that we believe in, human rights, and it is a great
initiative. |If confirmed, | would certainly continue that.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. Wen you tal k about
the asymmetric advantage that it gives us, can you describe
that a little better?

Adm ral Aquilino: | would say it is a focus. Wen we
think of a nmenber of the mlitary sitting in front of you,
that the entire focus is mlitary, but it is not. There are
cultural aspects. There is sharing of values. There is
education, training, schooling. All those things are
resident inthe mlitary lines of effort. So that is why |
view them as asymetri c.

Senat or Shaheen: Thanks very nuch. Mich of the
di scussion today, and in this commttee, when we are tal king
about | NDOPACOM has focused on China. But, in fact, Russia
continues to also engage in malign activities in the region.

And we saw General Austin, when he was in India |last week,

24
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tal ki ng about India's planned purchase of Russia' s S-400
def ense system which is a concern for us because of the
I nsights that it gives Russia into our technol ogy.

Can you tal k about how we bal ance still getting al ong
with our allies and the efforts that Russia has underway,
and in particular, do you have any thoughts about India and
the S-400 and what we can do there to address that?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. As Senator Hirono
identified, half the gl obe enconpassed in the |Indo-Pacific.
Sevent een hundred m | es of Russian coastline in that region.
So we watch and we will continue to conpete with Russia in
the Pacific.

That said, Indiais really aterrific partner, and as
we have seen fromthe recent Quad discussions, | think the
I nportance of India and the rest of the nations in the Quad
wi |l increase.

W are at a bal ance, however. India has had a |ong-
standing relationship with the Russians for security
cooperation and for mlitary equipnent. So we will have to
wor k through this, and one of the ways we can do that,
again, if confirmed, I would work to continue to encourage
India to | ook at and consider U S. equipnment. Nunber one,
It is the best. Nunber two, it generates interoperability
and makes it easier to work together, and I think we shoul d

encourage India to do that through all the el enents of
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nati onal power and see where that goes.

Senat or Shaheen: And should we sanction India if they
acquire the S-4007?

Admiral Aquilino: Ma'am | think | would | eave that to
the policynakers to determine if that is a path. | think we
certainly shoul d understand where we are with India, and I
think potentially the encouragenent angle in providing
al ternatives m ght be a better approach.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. And | am al nost out of
time, but | just wanted to raise one other issue with you,
and that is the nmysterious brain injuries that have conme to
be known as the Havana Syndrone, which have affected our
di pl omats and ot her personnel, not just in Cuba but also in
China. Are you aware of the chall enges around these
injuries, and can | just urge you to take the attacks
seriously and respond if you have any personnel that you
come in contact with who say that they have been harned by
t hese kinds of attacks?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. | amaware. | wll
certainly treat it seriously, if confirned, and the care and
wel fare of our servicenenbers, their famlies, to include
the diplomatic corps, is certainly of interest, and I w |l
keep an eye on that, if confirned, and nmake recommendati ons
as we see what the causes m ght be.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you very much. Thank you, M.
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Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
W cker, please.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,
let's tal k about the size of our fleet and the capability.
And | want to quote Admiral Davidson earlier this nonth,
before this commttee, when asked about the gap between the
Chi nese and U. S. naval forces. He said, quote, "If we don't
make changes in our posture forward, the Chinese wll have
greater capacity than us."

G ven what you know about China's rapid naval buil dup
and projected growh, do you believe our naval forces still
present a credi ble deterrent to Chinese aggression in the
regi on today, and what do you say to that projected 5 years
fromnow, sir?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. Fromny current
seat | would to highlight that the United States Navy is the
nost powerful, greatest navy on the planet, still, despite
nunbers. That said, as you have highlighted, the Chinese
are increasing their capability and capacity and cl osing
t hat gap

So | would like to thank CNO G lday for his efforts in
I dentifying the 30-year shipbuilding plan that identifies
the need for a larger, nore |lethal, networked and ready

force to be able to conpete today, as you have highlighted.
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Senator Wcker: Do you support that plan, advanced by
G | day?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Wcker: And do you agree with the statenent by
Adm ral Davidson a few days ago?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Wcker: Let's ask then about carriers
specifically. What kind of carrier presence is needed in
the Western Pacific, and does the Navy have enough carriers
to support those needs?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, currently the Navy is in
alignnment with the aw of the |and of 11 carriers. And as
you know, today's carrier strike groups are a trenendous
formof deterrence, and that is globally against al
conpetitors. You see that by the continued requests for
additional carrier deploynents, and | believe we need to
have persistent presence by all of the joint forces, to
I nclude carrier strike groups west of the International Date
Li ne.

Senator Wcker: Well, okay. W have conplied with the
| aw of the land at 11, but is that enough, though? Just
tell us. W need to know. W can change the |law of the
land i f we get up enough votes.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir. | think currently that

the size of that force is correct, unless additional
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chal | enges show t hensel ves.

Senator Wcker: And so tell us about the Ford. There
have certainly been sone hiccups and slips. But where is
t hat program now, and what do you think about that vesse
goi ng forward?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | am supportive of the
Ford. W took a |lot of great, new technol ogies. W have
put theminto that carrier. It is the first of the class,
and if you go back through history you will find we have
chal | enges when we go first of a class. | amconfident that
the Navy will overcone all of those challenges, and | know
my counterpart of the East Coast is working to get Ford
depl oyed as soon as possi bl e.

Senat or Wcker: Have they pretty nuch already overcone
nost of those challenges or are there still -- you say
"wll.” | mght have expected you to say that we have
over cone those chal |l enges.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. | would argue al nost
all of those have been conpleted. Al but two of the
weapons el evators are repaired, as | understand it, and we
are certainly through all those technol ogi cal chall enges.
The next thing you should see wll be Ford depl oyed.

Senator Wcker: And lastly, | joined Senator Inhofe in
stressing the United States' friendship and support for

Taiwan. Wuld you like to see greater official coordination
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between our mlitary and that of Taiwan, and if so, what
measures do you think could be taken in the near future to
strengthen this critical partnership?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | think our
operations and efforts through all of those training
exercises are currently in accordance with the Taiwan
Rel ati ons Act, the three comruni ques and the six assurances,
which is the current policies. Should we choose to change
t hose policies we could have a conversation on what m ght be
expanded as it applies today.

Senator Wcker: But you are declining to give your
opi nion as to whether you would like to see greater
cooperation between our mlitary and Tai wan.

Adm ral Aquilino: Sir, we do many things wth Taiwan,
agai n, under those current policy guidelines. W do
exercises. For the Navy it is called Blue Sea. And we do
have interactions that contribute to the defense of Taiwan.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Wcker. Now via
Webex, Senator G 1ibrand.

Senator GIllibrand: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,
| want to discuss further | NDOPACOM s utility with
addressi ng sone of the human rights and humanitari an
chall enges in the region. As we all know here, our

conpetition with China wll also include a conpetition of
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values, and | believe this is a great opportunity to connect
with our allies in showcasing our values, to support human
rights and human security.

What changes do you foresee nmaking to | NDOPACOM s
humani tarian role while al so ensuring our work coal esces
wi th that being done by Australia, New Zeal and, and ot hers?
And whil e we have a nunber of key allies in the region, sone
nore reluctant in this space than others. How will you use
| NDOPACOM s influence in the region to inprove coordination
wth reluctant allies? And last, in the case of countries
| i ke Myanmar where a denocratic backsliding is clearly
occurring and where there are conplex security dynam cs, how
woul d you work with our allies to approach this issue, as
| NDOPACOM s commander ?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | think you
hi ghl i ght ed, again, the key advantage that the United States
has in the region, and that is our relationships with our
allies and partners, all of those based on our val ues.
Li ke-m nded nations continue to work together, and as you
descri bed, humanitarian assi stance and then response to
natural disasters is sonething that we nonitor, track,
mai ntai n every day, whether they be earthquakes, eruptions,
t sunam s

And there are many exanples in history of those things

t hat we have done. | think back to the tsunam 1 n Banda
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Aceh, I ndonesia in 2004, when the USS Lincoln showed up on
the scene to rescue and adm ni ster support to thousands of

| ndonesi ans. And we are prepared to do that every day. As
you know, the region hosts the Ring of Fire, and is

preval ent to those events. Continued engagenent with those
allies and partners, and as soon as they need help we are
prepared to respond. And, if confirnmed, |I will continue to
ensure that we are ready to do that with our allies and
partners.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you. Admiral, as you
menti oned in your statenent prior to the hearing, it is the
conmmander's responsibility to set a culture that prevents
sexual harassnent and sexual assault, and you referenced the
array of tools in the commander's toolkit to carry out this
duty.

Wul dn't you agree that a skillful commander shoul d be
able to acconplish this mssion wthout convening authority?
After all, a very small percentage, approxinmately 3 percent
of commanders ever need to invoke convening authority or
have the responsibility to i nvoke convening authority and
are still required to create a culture that is inhospitable
to harassnent and assault.

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, we rely on our commanders
every day to ensure that they take care of their personnel.

The sanctity of the chain of command is critical to ensure
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that mlitary operations can be executed. It is also
critical to ensure that the unit is prepared and ready.
There is certainly no place in our mlitary for sexual
harassnment, discrimnation, or any other formthat nakes us
I neffective.

I know the Secretary of Defense is executing an
I ndependent study. If confirnmed, | would certainly like to
see the results of that study. But | amopen to any options
that it identifies that would make us nore effective in this
rol e.

Senator G llibrand: Well, obviously that 90-day
comm ssion will provide sone guidance on this issue. But
with regard to your view, given that 97 percent of
conmmanders do not have convening authority for general court
martials, do you agree it is not necessary to naintain good
order and discipline?

Admral Aquilino: M am-- Senator, | would have to
| ook at that a little nore deeply and understand the
percentages that you identified. The convening authority
still runs through the chain of command, as | am aware, but
like | said, | would be certainly open to anything that does
nore and is nore effective at taking care of our
servi cenenbers and their famlies.

Senator GIllibrand: Well, just for clarity, convening

authority for general courts martial is for 06's and above,
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and obvi ously you have | ower-ranki ng conmanders nore juni or
to 06's and above, and they have to maintain good order and
discipline within their unit, for each |evel of command,
before you get to a colonel and above. Do you agree with

t hat ?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator G Illibrand: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senat or
Gllibrand. And now via Webex, Senator Fi scher.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you, Admral. It is good to see you again today.

One of the issues that you and | spoke about when we
net | ast week was the evol ving dynam c between I ndia and
China. The deadly skirm shes between | ndian and Chi nese
troops underscored the high | evel of tension along the
border, and China has nmade no secret of its anbition to
encircle India wwth mlitary and econom c influence.

As | NDOPACOM conmmander, how woul d you approach this
dynam c, and what do you see as the future of the U S -India
mlitary cooperation?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. The work with
India, the Quad, as well as all the allies and partners in
the region continues to be the strength, and it highlights

our ability to ensure that the entire force, the entire
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regi on understands the cooperation and the alignnment with
I nternational norms, standards, rules, and | aws.

The work, or the effort that India has taken on to
protect their northern border I think is noteworthy. The
fact that the PRC has decided to instigate that skirm sh on
the northern border is noteworthy to all of us. So the
strength of nmultilateral operations within India and with
all allies and partners is certainly a nmechanismto add to
our deterrence in the region.

Senator Fischer: You know, you spoke about the
[i naudi bl e] of international |laws by China along the border
with that skirmsh. W also see their island-building
canpaign in the South China Sea and their use of the debt
trap di pl omacy that they have el sewhere.

What do you believe are China's goals with regard to
this border region in India?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. | think the
goals are to supplant U S. security |leadership in the
region, overall, whether they be in the South China Sea or
on the northern border of India and generate a change to the
i nternational rules beyond what the nations all agree to,
under the 1982 UNCLOS treaty, and ultimately to change those
rules to the benefit of the PRC.

Utimately, it would change the view of the region from

t hose who believe in a free and open Indo-Pacific to those
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cl osed I ndo-Pacific.

Senator Fischer: If | could ask you nore about the
I slands in the South China Sea. The President of China, in
2015, stated, quote, "Relevant construction activity that
China is undertaki ng does not target or inpact any country,
and there is no intention to mlitarize," end quote. Wuld
you agree that this is a false statenent, that it has been
proven fal se?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, | would. It has
certainly been evident to me that when we listen to the
words that cone fromthe PRC we have to | ook at not just
words, and listen to words, we have to | ook at deeds. And
your exanple of the islands in the South China Sea are

probably the best exanples. Al of those islands have been

mlitarized, whether it be with mssiles, jamers, but it is

I n exact opposition to what has been said.

Senator Fischer: Wat capabilities and projections of
power has China gained fromthose facilities that they have
constructed?

Admral Aquilino: It certainly expands the footprint,
and we tal ked before about contested space. It makes it
easier for the PRCto be able to operate further fromtheir

coast --

Senator Fischer: Do you think the United States should

36
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continue the Freedom of Navi gation m ssions in and around
t hese disputed territories that they have?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Fischer: | amsorry. D d you say yes, you
woul d support that?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Now via
Webex, Senator Hirono.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral, |
ask the following two initial questions of all nom nees who
cone before any of the commttees on which | serve, so here
are the questions.

Si nce you becane a | egal adult, have you ever nmade
unwant ed requests for sexual favors or commtted any verba
or physical harassnment or assault of a sexual nature?

Adm ral Aquilino: No, Senator.

Senator H rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenent related to this kind of conduct?

Adm ral Aquilino: No, Senator.

Senator Hirono: Admral, it was a pleasure and a
privilege to introduce you today to the conmttee.

Presi dent Biden and Secretaries Lincoln and Austin have
taken several steps in recent weeks to engage with our

partners and allies in the Indo-Pacific. |In particular, |
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want to highlight the President's call with our Quad allies
-- Australia, Japan, and India. |If confirnmed, what steps
wll you take in your new role to strengthen our
partnerships with the Quad nations?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator, and thanks very
much for the kind introduction again.

As you heard ne state many tines, the allies and
partners that we have are clearly an asymretric advant age,
as the PRC has, | would argue, only one ally or partner, and
that is North Korea. So we would continue to work towards
i ncreased nultilateral operations, if |I am concer ned.

Agai n, the Quad we tal ked about would be an exanple of only
one of those. W do many things with the ASEAN nations. W
do things with our Japanese counterparts and our Korean
counterparts in the formof mssile defense, and | think,
again, if confirmed, we would continue to expand those
efforts and operations to work together on a broader scale.

Senator Hirono: Admral, | know that we have a very
i nportant partnership with South Korea, but they are not
part of the Quad. | ama little bit curious and concerned
that they are not, but can you assure ne that they are
definitely in the mx of the relationships that you consi der
very inportant in that part of the world?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Certainly one of five

treaty allies in the region. Qur relationship with South
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Korea, they are a linchpin as part of the alliance. Their
capabilities, the equipnent that they have, we are extrenely
I nteroperable. There is currently an exercise that is going
on right now, that we continue to train and build readi ness
wth the South Koreans. As it applies to the Quad, that
woul d have to be discussions with the other three nenbers to
determne if they would like to pull those in. If not,
there are many other opportunities to generate additiona
multilateral events with the South Koreans.

Senator Hrono: | know that you are aware that many of
us are very concerned about the issue of sexual assault and
harassnent in the mlitary, and | just want to note that we
will continue to focus on this, and we are, of course, aware
of the DoD Sexual Assault Comm ssion, and | would certainly
hope that you will pay nuch attention to the reconmendati ons
made by the comm ssion, because the issue of sexua
harassnment and assault continues to plague our mlitary.

And | know that Senator G llibrand al so questioned you about
t hat .

Regardi ng the PDI, Adm ral Davidson's new PDI report
called for significant increases in spending across all
lines of the PDI effort. Do you believe the increase in
spendi ng proposed in Admral Davidson's PDI is sufficient to
deter our adversaries in the region?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. As | have |ooked at

39
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1 PDI, Admral Davidson's strategic, very thoughtful approach,
2 aligned with this commttee, has identified the foundati onal
3 capabilities needed to do deterrence, and it would have to

4 Dbe sustained to ensure that we can execute this on a | onger
5 term

6 Senator Hrono: Admral Davidson |isted the Aegis Guam
7 Defense System @DS, as his top priority in the PD, but

8 simlar Aegis Ashore facilities in Romania and Japan have

9 had del ays and been over budget. Wth that, do you believe
10 the cost and tinme estimates for deploying of GDOS are

11  accurate, and will GDS al so be your nunber one priority in
12 this region?

13 Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, it certainly would be a top
14 priority -- 170,000 U. S. citizens on Guam over 20,000

15 servicenenbers that force protection is absolutely required
16 for. | amnot aware of the different cost conparisons of

17 the overrun, but if confirmed | will certainly |look into

18 that, ma'am and determne. It is not the first one we have
19 put in, so | would hope there would be sone | earning, and

20 the ability to stay on cost and schedul e woul d be easier.

21 Senator H rono: Thank you, and | realize | think | am
22 running out of tinme, but I amvery concerned about our

23 mssile defense structure. So | will continue to work with
24 you, should you be confirnmed, of course.

25 Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman.
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Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hirono. Senator
Cotton, please.

Senator Cotton: Admral, thanks for your appearance,
t hanks for your service, and congratul ati ons on your
nom nation. | want to talk a little bit nore about Taiwan,

and | want to very nuch get your professional mlitary

advice. Taiwan is a very vibrant denocracy -- a very
vi brant denocracy -- and we respect our denocratic partners
| i ke Tai wan.

But I want to hear fromyou about why Taiwan is so
critical froma mlitary and strategic standpoint. Wy
woul d Beijing so desire to have Tai wan annexed to the
mai nl and, and how would it conplicate your mlitary planning

If Beijing did invade and annex Taiwan? Strictly froma

mlitary and strategic standpoint. | do not want to talk
about protecting Tai wanese denocracy. | amclear on that
and | know you are as well. Froma mlitary and strategic

standpoint, why is it so inportant to Beijing that they
annex Tai wan?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. As you know, they
view it as their nunber one priority. The rejuvenation of
t he Chi nese Communi st Party is at stake, very critical as
they ook at the problem Froma mlitary standpoint, the
strategic location of where it is, as it applies to the

potential inpact of two-thirds of the world's trade,
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certainly a critical concern.

Additionally, the status of the United States as a
partner with our allies and partners also is at stake,
shoul d we have a conflict in Taiwan. So those two reasons
are really the strategic main concerns that | would see.

Senator Cotton: What would it nean for the PLA s
enhanced capabilities if they were able to turn Tai wan
essentially into a mlitary base, if they were able to base
aircraft and ships on the island if Taiwan, much Iike you
di scussed earlier with those islands they have got in the
Sout h China Sea. Wat advantage would that give to thenf

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, certainly it would extend
their reach. It would extend the contested environnent. It
woul d threaten our allies and partners -- think the
Philippines. And it extends their reach initially away from
their coast and to challenge the entire region, all allies
and partners and friends.

Senator Cotton: You spoke earlier about continuing
Freedom of Navigation Qperations in the South China Sea,
despite those mlitarized, manmade islands. |[|f Taiwan were
annexed to the mainland and the PLA navy were based there,
woul d you be able to continue Freedom of Navigation
perations in the South China Sea, or is the fact that
Taiwan sits right at the top of the South China Sea

significantly inpede those operations?
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Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, we would still execute
those operations. It certainly would be at greater ri sk.

Senator Cotton: And then speaking about the point you
made about our allies, if you were sitting in a treaty
partners capital, conducting mlitary planning, say Tokyo or
Seoul, or for that matter sitting in any Southern Asian
capital and thinking the United States m ght support you in
the face of Chinese aggression, if we stood idly by while
Chi na i nvaded Tai wan and annexed it to the mainland, how
woul d you feel ?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, that was nmy second point.
It certainly would inpact the credibility of the United
States as a partner in the region.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. Last week, Admral
Davi dson testified that he thinks the PLA may have the
capability to effectively invade Taiwan in as soon as 6
years, nmaybe less. Do you agree with that view?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, there are many nunbers out
there. | know Admiral Davidson said 6 years. You have to
ask himwhere he made that assessnent. There are spans from
today to 2045. My opinion is this problemis much closer to
us than nost think, and we have to take this on, put those
deterrence capabilities like PDI in place, in the near term
and with urgency.

Senat or Cotton: | share that view It is not a 2045,
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it is not a 2030 problem | suspect it may not even be a
2026 probl em

Froma mlitary planning point of view, what is the
best time of year, given light, weather, and sea conditions,
for the PLA to launch an invasion of Taiwan? |Is it the
m ddl e part of the spring?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, sir, that is certainly a better
time as it applies to sea state and environnental s.

Senator Cotton: Do you recall when the Sochi Wnter
A ynpi cs ended in 20147

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Senator Cotton: February 23rd. Do you recall when
Russi a i nvaded Cri nea?

Adm ral Aquilino: | do not have the date, Senator. |
apol ogi ze.

Senator Cotton: February 27th, 4 days later. The
Beijing Wnter A ynpics end February 23rd of next year.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Senator
Kai ne, pl ease.

Senator Kaine: Thank you, M. Chair, and Admral
Aqui I ino, congratul ations on the nom nation. | enjoyed our
conversation. | enjoyed visiting you in Hawaii |ast year
W th Senator Hirono.

Senator Hi rono was asking you questions about the Quad,

and | have been very interested in this since we started to
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hear about it at this comrittee a nunber of years ago. |
was intrigued that the first-ever head of nation neeting of
t he Quad was about vacci nes, and even though nost of the
di scussi on about the Quad has been in the arnmed services
hearing, this first big initiative wth the heads of states
was about fundi ng vacci ne devel opnent in India, that could
be used to vaccinate the Indian popul ati on but al so coul d be
used to produce vaccines that could be used throughout the
region. And that nade ne want to get your perspective on,
if we are thinking about our national security challenges in
t he | NDOPACOM how nmuch of our thoughts should be about a
whol e- of - gover nnent approach rather than just an arned
servi ces approach?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. W need to engage
W th every aspect of national power to be able to conpete
agai nst the PLA. So whether it be diplomacy, whether it be
scientific, whether it be informational, every aspect has an
ability to generate deterrence, extend the cooperation with
our allies and partners, and that is one exanple. Fromthe
mlitary perspective this |last year, the Quad, or in the
formof India, Japan, the United States, and Australi a,
executed Exercise Malabar. So the cooperation of those
nations currently has and needs to expand across all
el enments of national power.

Senator Kaine: | have always said to wtnesses here
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about the Quad is that if the Big 12 can have ten teans, and
the Big 10 and A 10 can have 14 teans each, there is no
reason a Quad cannot have nore than four nations. And so |
woul d encourage us to al ways broaden our reach in that way.

Mssile attacks on U. S. forces in Irag over the past
year have shown a | evel of precision that our forces have
not experienced during much of the early years of the gl obal
war on terror, and so the attacks display both accurate and
devastation but also the vulnerabilities of our systens to
defend against them Any conflict in PACOMis guaranteed to
see a W despread use, in ny view, of precision guided
m ssi |l es agai nst both bases and ships. Do you think there
I s adequate attention paid in current budgeting for nedium
and | ong-range air defense weapons?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | think the Pacific
Deterrence Initiative has identified a need that you just
articulated, to ensure that we can protect our force. It is
conbined with not just mssiles but the ability to integrate
and the ability to command and control them as well as tie
those with our allies and partners. It would give us a
broad ability to protect and defend all of our citizens, and
sailors, soldiers, airmen, Coast Guardsman, and Mari nes.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you for that. The Navy is in the
early stages of replacing the F-18 Super Hornet with a

program cal | ed Next Generation Air Defense, which | guess
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goes by two acronynms, NGAD or F/ A-XX. Were do you see gaps
energing in our current fleet structure of F-18s and F-35s
that have to be addressed by a new platformlike the NGAD?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. The
capabilities that are needed against this conpetitor need to
be nore technol ogically advanced. To Senator |nhofe's
questions, the need for fifth-generation aircraft has been
identified and is needed to enter and operate in those
contested spaces. And NGAD or F/A-XX | think is our next
step to advance the technol ogy and provi de even nore
capability to be able to operate in those contested spaces.
It is very inportant, and the Navy is currently working on
t he devel opnent of the air wing of the future. So think of
those carrier strike groups we tal ked about before being
even nore lethal, being able to enter and operated in those
contested spaces. It is critical to the deterrence needed.

Senator Kaine: Do you have a sense of the tineline for
when NGAD may cone online in the | NDOPACOW?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | do not have a sense of
t hat exact date. | think they are |ooking at 10C in 2030 or
2031.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kaine. Now let ne
recogni ze, via Webex, Senator Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,

47
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first of all let ne just say thank you very much for your
service and your famly's service to our country. |

appreci ated the discussion that we had | ast week and believe
that you are the right person at this tine, in this critical
posi tion.

A coupl e of thoughts. Nunber one, | want to go back
and visit just a second an issue that Senator Hirono brought
up, and that is Guam W did not really get into it, but
would you talk with us a little bit about just how critical
Guamis in terns of any of our strategies with regard to
this ACR Right now, part of the discussion has been how do
you defend Guam what are the options available? | know
that Adm ral Davidson had reconmmended, and Congress did not
agree |last year, with the funding for the GS, the Guam
Def ense System

But I would Iike your thoughts on it as well, because
it seenms to me that without that in place we | eave, as you
i ndicated, literally thousands of our own mlitary nen and
wonen at ri sk.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. Guam as we al
can agree, | think, is an incredibly strategic |ocation in
the I ndo-Pacific. It is west of the International Date
Line, the ability to host over 20,000 of our U S. forces to
be able to respond if needed, and the force protection for

t hose servicenenbers, famlies, as well as the 170,000 U. S.
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citizens is critical.

Adm ral Davidson highlighted the need for 360-degree
coverage. He also highlighted the need for those systens to
be in place by 2025. It goes back to our point of near term
and with a sense of urgency.

So | certainly believe we need that capability, and if
confirmed | | ook forward to working with you to ensure we
can get it in place.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. | agree, and | think as
Senator Cotton indicated in his remarks nost certainly tine
Is of the essence, and we cannot sinply sit back and just
say this is just sonething that we can put off for another
day.

An area that | think is going to continue to be an item
of discussion | think in your ACR, just |like in any other
place in the world, the DoD s cyber strategy, which was
publ i shed in Decenber of 2018, charges DoD to defend
forward, shape the day-to-day conpetition, and prepare for
war. We have experienced highly sophisticated attacks
within the cyber domain fromthe Iines of both Russia and
China in the past, and nost recently we have seen sone ot her
capabilities, with the nost recent attacks on business and
sone of our governnental entities as well.

Can you di scuss how you view this threat fromthe

perspective of the | NDOPACOM and how you woul d approach it
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t hrough the | enses of strategy, operations, and exercises?
What exercises are you doing, and how do you fill this in?
| mean, when we tal k about the issues of cyber it is the

| east expensive part of defense, and yet it inpacts all of
the other domains -- air, |land, sea, and space.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. As we have seen,
many of our conpetitors are operating at the |level short of
war through the cyberspace domain that you identified. It
Is critically inportant. In many cases it is an indicator
of followon events that we m ght see. And, if confirmed, |
t hi nk our focus needs to be on, nunber one, the strongest
def ense possible to ensure that those conpetitors are unable
to take advantage of that space, and conbined with that it
I's inportant that we have those sane conversations with our
allies and partners so that they are just as defended and we
do not provide an alternative path for anyone to enter in
our cyber domai n.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. One last itemthat | just
wanted to bring up that | think, when we tal k about fifth-
generation aircraft and the need for nore of them and
particularly right now we are tal king about those that could
be used within the carrier-based fleet that we have got.

But we have also got the B-21 comng online and w ||
probably be operational well before the next-gen fighter

systens will be available. The B-21, which would be based

50
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i n safe bases, South Dakota and Texas, is the knock-down-

t he-door type of a systemwhich basically wll slow down our
adversaries who think that they may very well be safe froma
carrier-based operation because of their |and-based defense

systens that they have in place, specifically China.

Could you talk a little bit about the integrated need
and capabilities that the B-21 would bring in the Indo-

Paci fic region?

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. | just want to
hi ghl i ght before it was a specific Navy question that |
answered, but that said it will obviously take the entire
joint force to be able to conpete. Again, as it applies to
where m ght be the best place | would | ove to see the
results of the Secretary's posture review, that gl obal
posture review, and if confirnmed, to see what does that nean
and how does it inpact the Indo-Pacific.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rounds. Let ne
recogni ze, via Webex, Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. | want to
foll ow up on Senator Rounds' questions, Admiral. | can
guarantee you that at this very nonent, hundreds, if not
t housands of very smart software engi neers and hackers are
in China, attenpting to figure out how to conprom se our

command and control systens, our |IRS systens, our force
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projection software. | cannot stress nore to you the
urgency of being prepared for this. Al of our
preparations, all of our noney, all of our systens are
useless if we cannot comunicate with themor, on the other
hand, if they are rendered inert by a cyberattack.

So | hope that you will see this as an extrenely high
priority. You should be having people trying to hack your
own systens to determ ne how safe they really are.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. It truly is
i nportant, and the word "urgency” | use frequently as it
applies to all aspects of the m ssions assigned,
additionally in cyberspace. And we actually have cyber
aggressor teans that execute the role that you just

described, and | believe it is worthwhile to ensure we

expand those tests, if you will, into all of our operations
and exercises. Sir, and if confirmed, | wll continue to do
t hat .

Senator King: Thank you. One of the things that
worries nme are the continuing friction, if you will, in the
Sout h China Sea and the potential for an accident, for an
accidental conflict. Do we have ml-to-m | conmmunications
established with the Chinese, a kind of red phone, where you
and your counterpart in China can have direct conmunication
If there is, for exanple, a Chinese fighter jet flies too

close or actually clips a destroyer in the South China Sea
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on a Freedom of Navi gati on m ssion?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. | do not have a
direct communication with my counterpart. | know Admral
Davi dson has advocated for that ability at his level, and |
know t he chairman does have a connection that he can
utilize. If confirmed, | would continue to advocate for
that connection to ensure there is an ability to de-escal ate
if there were an event, and the ability to not let it go out
of control. | think that communi cati on nmechani sm coul d be
effective if that connection was wi th sonmeone who had
deci si on-maki ng aut hority.

Senator King: | appreciate your interest in pursuing
that. | think it could be critically inportant.

Law of the Sea, you nentioned what the Chinese are
doing in the South China Sea in terns of planes. The
Russi ans are doing simlar things in the Arctic. Do you
believe it is in the national interest for this country to
enter into the Law of the Sea treaty?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, | do.

Senator King: And | have asked every flag officer that
has appeared before this cormmttee that question, just
pretty much regularly for the last 8 years, and | have never
gotten a negative answer. Wiy do you think it is inportant
that we be part of this treaty structure?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, there are really two main

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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1 reasons. Nunber one, as the group gets together it would be
2 certainly beneficial if we had a seat at the table when

3 there were discussions occurring as it applied to potenti al
4 adjustnents and the interpretations of those international

5 laws. The second reason, it puts us in an increased

6 position of credibility. W adhere to the UNCLCS treaty in
7 our operations, and it woul d nake our position nmuch stronger
8 if we were signators.

9 Senator King: | appreciate that, Admral, and hope to
10 persuade ny col | eagues of those argunents, indeed.

11 | mentioned the urgency of the cyber threat. | think
12 another urgent concern is vulnerability to hypersonics. Do
13 you see that as an issue that we really need to be

14  accel erating our defensive, not only our hypersonic capacity
15 but our ability to defend agai nst hypersonic attacks,

16 particularly since forward-deployed carrier strike groups,
17 for exanple, are part of the essence of our deterrence.

18 Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, absolutely. It is the
19 next step. It is capabilities that our conpetitors are

20 pursuing, and | see we need to pursue both offensive

21 capability in the form of hypersonics and defensive

22 capabilities.

23 Senator King: Thank you, Admral. | appreciate your
24  answers and |l ook forward to voting for your confirmation.

25 Thank you, M. Chairnan.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

55

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King. Senator
Ernst, please.
Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair, and Admral,

t hank you very nuch for being here today and for your

w llingness to continue to serve our great country. To your
wife, as well, Laura, welcone. It is good to have you here,
Jessica, as well, and to your Fleet Master Chief. You

al ways need a battl e buddy when you conme to Capitol Hill.
So thank you all for what you do for the nen and wonen that
serve within your fleet, and to those that will be serving
upon confirmation in the Indo-Pacific Command as well.

So we have tal ked a nunber of issues today, and ny
col | eagues have highlighted a | ot of issues. Al of these
are nesting together quite well. | amgoing to dive in a
little bit nore, just a bit on China. But last week we did
di scuss sonme of the major influencers in the region, of
course China, but then we al so see the Russian influence, we
see the Iranian influence, and North Korea as well.

So what are your thoughts on the Iranian influence
first, within | NDOPACOVM? W are seeing them work al ongsi de
North Korea in | ogistical areas such as munitions. |Is this
alarmng to you, and what other threats or concerns n ght
you have wth the Iranians engagi ng i n t he | NDOPACOM AOR?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. Certainly

contributions in the formof energy support that exceed the
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UN Security Council resolutions is concerning. Again,

provi ding capability that we woul d be concerned about in the
formof technology transfer, whether it be mssile

t echnol ogi es, nucl ear capabilities. Al those would
negatively inpact the region and negatively inpact all of
the allies and partners.

Senator Ernst: So it is definitely sonething that we
need to keep an eye on. Correct?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, ma'am

Senator Ernst: Thank you, Admiral. And as well, we
have tal ked about China and why it is inportant then that we
have interoperability capabilities with our regional
partners and our allies. Sone of the things we have
menti oned today, Senator Kaine brought up mssile defense.

O hers have tal ked about hurmanitarian assistance. Are there
ot her capabilities, whether it is hard infrastructure or

muni tions, things of that nature, or other soft capabilities
that we can work on as well with our partners that would
enhance our partnership in that region?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, and again, the
capabilities are across the spectrum It is critical that
we have allies and partners to support, whether it be
| ogi stics, whether it be access, whether it be conbi ned
i nteroperability in the formof operations. Every aspect of

it is inportant. | do not think there is one piece that you
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can | eave out and be effective and be able to generate the
det errence needed.

Senator Ernst: One of the soft capabilities that China
does tend to offer, or benefits that China offers to a
nunber of those countries in that region is training
capabilities. They offer that assistance to many of our
partners. Can you stress to us how inportant the | MET
programis?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Again, it is one of
t hose additional areas beyond operations and exercises that
all ow us to connect and get to that access, training, and
| nprovenent of our allies and partners. GCeneral Rudd
supports all of the conponents currently, and in nmany cases
he is the lead effort as it applies to being able to get
access and get in and train our allies and partners. So it
Is extrenely inportant. W have got to continue | MET, and
if confirmed, I will continue to stress that.

Senator Ernst: Fantastic. And as part of those
training opportunities as well and other types of
capabilities operating in the gray zone are our speci al
operations forces. And can you describe what role you woul d
see our SOF playing in the | NDOPACOM conmand ar ea of
authority, and what role that they m ght have in pushing
back agai nst Chi na?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, the SOF team plays an
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i nportant role across all aspects in the entire spectrum
Currently, their leading role is in the information space,
as a part of Joint Task Force Indo-Pacific, currently

| ocated in Singapore. So while they touch every aspect of
the spectrum they are leading a role in a couple of

di fferent pl aces.

Senator Ernst: Thank you. My tinme is expiring so |
will stop there, but Admral, thanks once again for stepping
up to this nomnation, and I |ook forward to confirmng you.
Thank you very much, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Let ne
recogni ze, via Webex, Senator Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman. And Admra
Aqui l'i no, thank you for being here today. Congratul ations
on your nom nati on.

So the Indo-Pacific represents the nost consequenti al
and challenging region of the world for the United States
and our national security, and as Commander of U.S. I|ndo-
Paci fic Conmand you will be responsible for overseeing U S
forces in the region. One of your top priorities wll be
contending with China and its grow ng influence, both
regionally and gl obal ly.

Earlier this nonth, Admral Philip Davidson, the
current Commander if | NDOPACOM testified that the greatest

danger to the United States is the erosion of conventional
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deterrence agai nst China. He warned that w thout credible,
conventional deterrence, China nmay be enbol dened to take
action and supplant U S. interests in the region.

Do you agree with Adm ral Davidson that the erosion of
conventional deterrence is the greatest danger to the United
States in the region?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Warren: So Admiral Davidson al so warned that
Chi na was on course to double their nuclear stockpile this
decade, and he agreed with a claimby one of ny coll eagues
that if China quadrupled their nuclear stockpile they could,
quote, "have nucl ear overmatch against the United States."
Now | want to |look into the nunbers on this. Last year's
report on China's mlitary power shows that their stockpile
of operational nuclear warheads is only in the | ow 200s, far
fewer than the approximately 3,800 in the United States'
active stockpile.

So, Admral, are you aware of any evidence that
suggests that China intends to quadruple its nucl ear
stockpile in this decade?

Admral Aquilino: Senator, | think what | would say is
there are many opi nions on what those nunbers are. | think
t he nunbers you quoted are accurate with regard to today.
What | would say is we see China increasing at a rate that

Is faster than anyone previously believed, their nuclear
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stockpile. So while | cannot directly, at this point,
understand their intent or what their end target is, they
are increasing. |If you were to | ook at what they have done
with their conventional force, | would see no reason why |
woul d expect anything other than to have themcontinue to

i ncrease their nuclear capabilities and aspirations.

Senator Warren: So let ne just ask that from maybe a
different point of view | understand what you are sayi ng,
and | appreciate it, but even if they did quadruple their
stockpile, China would still have fewer warheads than the
U.S. has currently deployed. |Is that right?

Admral Aquilino: If it were to quadruple today, that
woul d be accurate. Yes, ma'am

Senator Warren: (Ckay. So from your perspective, as
t he Commander of Pacific Fleet and the i ncom ng | NDOPACOM
Commander, woul d you agree that credible, conventional
deterrents are still the best way of protecting U S
interests in the Indo-Pacific region and avoiding a conflict
wi th Chi na?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. That conventi onal
deterrents to avoid crisis or conflict is certainly the main
effort, as | would see it, if confirned.

Senat or Warren: Ckay. Thank you, Admral. |
appreciate your cooments on this. China presents the

greatest geopolitical challenge to the United States since
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the end of World War Il, and it is critical that we face
this challenge with clear eyes. And distorting the threat
to justify building nore nuclear weapons at hone is not a
reci pe for success here.

So | look forward to your confirmation and | | ook
forward to working with you to advance areas of shared
Interest. Thank you very nuch. Thank you for being with us
t oday.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Tillis, please.

Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairman, and Admral,
congratulations to you and to your famly and your teamfor
your nomnation. | would like to start just by asking a
general question. About a week ago, naybe a week and a hal f
ago we got an update from NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM on China's
engagenent, primarily in Latin and South Anerica. Can you
give nme a quick rundown within your area, or your future
area of responsibility in terns of China' s rel ationships,
say, today, as conpared to 5 or 10 years ago, ostensibly
econom c or non-mlitary engagenent, but we all know there
is amlitary dinmension to al nost everything that China
does. So just a quick rundown of the areas of greatest
concern.

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. | spoke to Admra
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Fall er | ast week, after he testified. | think the nain
point that cones out is China is a global problem Wen you
tal k about their areas of influence and what does it nean
globally, there are economc efforts that are underway by
China across the globe. There are mlitary efforts
underway, and, you know, it furthers their reach. It would
all ow access, logistic support intime of crisis. So all of
those things are a bit concerning. And for allies and
partners across the gl obe, they have to understand what that
nmeans.

Senator Tillis: Thank you. A nunber of ny coll eagues
have covered the fifth-generation F-22, F-35, the inportance
of those progranms. The one question | had, | think with
General Berger, there is sone thought in the future of the
Marine Corps force design of reducing squadrons from16 to
10 aircraft, | think. Wat is the rationale behind that,
and what inpact could that possibly have in your area of
operation?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | think Genera
Berger, in his fornmer position as the Conmmander of Marine
Forces Pacific, he got a front-line view of the main concern
for the next generation, if you wll. And | appreciate his
efforts to restructure, to take on adjusted m ssion sets,
and to ensure that his forces are contributing to

det errence.
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1 | would like to highlight that all of the service

2 chiefs are on board with the sane set of concerns. So |

3 appreciate and admre the work done by CNO G | day, by Chief
4 C.Q Brown, by General MConville, and by General d arke.

5 Senator Tillis: And actually I may have tine for two
6 questions. The 360 m ssile defense systemin Guam has been
7 raised, as the top unfunded priority. Do we have our

8 priorities in order? Do we just sinply have the resources
9 todoit? In your opinion, why is it that we have this

10 unfunded priority, and what should we do about it?

11 Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | think Admra

12 Davidson and | highlighted the right priority order as

13 needed to foundationally begin to identify and show t hat

14 credi ble deterrence that is needed i nside, or west of the
15 International Date Line. There are a variety of opinions
16 that there may be a better system that there is an

17 integrated air mssile defense problemvice just a ballistic
18 mssile defense problem So | think those are the different
19 conpetition voices.

20 VWhat | believe is there is a need in the near termto
21 defend against all of those threats, froma 360-degree

22 standpoint, and if that answer is Aegis, | amabsolutely

23 supportive. |If there is a better answer that can be

24 delivered in the near term | would be ready to listen to

25 that, if confirmed. But that is how !l see it.
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Senator Tillis: One other question on the F-35
program Several of our allies are participating in that
program W understand the mlitary significance of it.

But to what extent has that engagenent been hel pful, froma
di pl omati c perspective?

Admral Aquilino: Senator, it is always hel pful when
our allies and partners are operating wth the sane stuff we
are. It absolutely makes us nore interoperable. It opens
up opportunities for logistic sites, supply cooperation, and
ot her events like that, that just continue to expand our
rel ati onshi p and nmake us nore effective in operations.

Senator Tillis: Thank you, Admral. M. Chair, if |
had nore time | would ask the admiral if the Aqual ung

ni cknanme was inspired by the breathing apparatus or the

Jethro Tull album but I will |eave that for the record.
Thank you.
Chai rman Reed: Thank you very much, Senator Tillis.

Let ne now recogni ze Senat or Peters.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,
t hank you for your service. Good to see you here wth us
t oday.

Admral, the Marine Corps has been inplenenting its
Force Design 2030 plan to support operations as a lighter,
much nore maneuverable force, as you are well aware. For

exanpl e, they have tal ked about divestnent of tanks in favor
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of joint light tactical vehicle equipped with sone |ong-

range precision nunitions. Have you been nonitoring the

Marine Corps' progress, and if so, what are your thoughts
about this approach?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. Commandant Ber ger
Is extrenely thoughtful, as the fornmer head of the Marine
Corps in the Pacific, he has seen first-hand. | think his
structure and approach is correct. It will really help to
generate deterrence that we continue to tal k about today, in
the formof whether it be surface-to-air capability, anti-
ship capability, and the ability to expand the conpetitive
space froma |land domain into a nostly maritine domai n.

So his site picture is correct, and hopefully he can
keep that plan on track. |t would be better, under the
sense of urgency needed to deliver sooner rather than | ater.

Senator Peters: Very good, Admral. Thank you. When
Admi ral Davi dson appeared here 2 weeks ago, | questioned him
on a strategy focused heavily on conventional deterrence
woul d fare against China's three-pronged strategy of
unrestricted warfare, given that its efforts are undertaken
bel ow the threshold of armed conflict. And I think this
al so applies to our partnerships. The type and cali ber of
security systens we are providing should certainly reflect
our mutual threats that we all have.

So ny question is, to what extent do you believe our
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security assistance should include cybersecurity assistance
or neasures to enhance resiliency against information
war f ar e?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, it should absolutely
include it. First, a strong defense agai nst the cyber
probl enms that exist. Wthout a doubt, resiliency -- and I
woul d go one step further, the potential for reconstitution.

Senator Peters: Admral, on March 4th, Admira
Davi dson i ntroduced his investnent plan of needed
capabilities for | NDOPACOM and this plan includes over $2
billion for space-based radars. And as you know, the
Chinese are rapidly launching I SR satellites to better
noni tor the | NDOPACOM and | ast week they |aunched anot her
trip of Yaogan-31 satellites. | think this is the third
| aunch since January 29th of this year.

It is clear that we nust inprove our capability and
capacity to nonitor the region fromspace, and there are
certainly a nunber of innovative comrercial conpani es out
there, such as Orbital Effects, of Ann Arbor, M chigan,
which is quickly launching radar satellites with the
necessary capabilities, and quite frankly, they are doing it
at a fraction of the cost of traditional governnent efforts
to address national security threats.

Adm ral, do you support the use of these capabilities

to nore quickly and cost-effectively address this chall enge?
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Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. You highlighted the
extrenme build-up in the space domain, and that is certainly
concerning. Any ability to increase capability, capacity,
resiliency in the space domain would be of benefit, and if
confirmed, | would support that.

Senator Peters: Right. Admral, the Departnent of
Defense is currently developing a training programto enable
servi cenmenbers and civilian enpl oyees to better understand
and better identify foreign malign influence canpai gns and
cyber exploitation, generally, as it is targeting nenbers
and their famlies. So ny question to you, sir, is to what
extent have you contended with these issues at the Pacific
Fl eet, and how wi |l you informyour approach to | NDOPACOM
personnel related to this issue?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, ny teamreviews ny profile
I n the cyber domain, and over the past 6 nonths they have
renmoved over 250 false sites that are claimng to be nme. |
think that gets to the indication that this is a persistent
threat, as was nentioned before, |ow cost, and we have to be
on our gane. W have to understand what it nmeans and
continue to defend against it.

Senator Peters: Thank you, Admral. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Peters. Let ne

recogni ze Senator Scott, please.
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1 Senator Scott: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you,

2 Admral, for your service. | had the opportunity to serve

3 inthe Navy and it was a great experience. They did not pay
4 me nuch, though. O course, | was 18 and | had no

5 experience too. They shouldn't have.

6 Do you believe that it is clear that we have got to

7 prevent Communist China fromcontrolling Taiwan, that it

8 would be a strategic necessity for the United States to nake
9 sure Taiwan renmains not controlled by Communi st China, and
10 the loss of Taiwan woul d devastate our ability to counter
11 the aggressive actions of Comuni st China?

12 Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Again, the policy

13 identifies that through the Taiwan Rel ati ons Act we support
14 the defense of Taiwan. Three comuni ques and si x

15 assurances. It would negatively inpact our standing in the
16 region if that were to happen, and it would chall enge the
17 rest of our allies and partners in the U S., negatively

18 inpacting our ability to operate freely in that area.

19 Senator Scott: Wen you | ook at what Comruni st China
20 has done with Hong Kong, why haven't they been even nore

21  aggressive with Taiwan, do you think?

22 Adm ral Aquilino: | do not know how to answer that

23 one, Senator, judging fromintent. | think what | would

24 articulate is we have seen aggressive actions earlier than

25 we anticipated, whether it be on the Indian border or
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whether it be in Hong Kong or whether it be against the
Uyghurs. W have seen things that | do not think we
expected, and that is why | continue to tal k about a sense
of urgency. W ought to be prepared today.

Senator Scott: | introduced the Taiwan |nvasion
Prevention Act to end the U S. strategic anbiguity about
Taiwan. | believe it is tine for the U S to say clearly
that we will not, absolutely not allow Comrunist China to
I nvade and subdue Taiwan, and that both Tai wan and the
United States need to invest in the resources, weapons,
training, and strategic dialogue to ensure that Xi
under stands that he has nothing to gain fromusing force
agai nst Tai wan.

It is not calling for their independence, only that we
need to neet the threat that Xi has announced through his
aggressi ve actions. \What are your thoughts on this?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, the current policies have
been able to keep the status quo in place now for a nunber
of years. | would be open to, and hope to be, if confirned,
I ncluded in any conversations should we decide to change or
adj ust that policy. W would have to ensure we understand
the risk and be extrenely thoughtful if we were to go down
t hat path.

Senator Scott: Wat else do you think we need to do to

make sure that Xi doesn't decide to i nvade Tai wan? What
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shoul d we be doing that we are not doing right now?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | think an increase in our
forward deterrent posture, as identified by Adm ral Davi dson
in the Pacific Deterrence Initiative is a great first start.
But capable, lethal forces west of the Date Line, to be able
to respond on extrenely short notice, conbined with
synchroni zation with our allies and partners to ensure that
all understand that that is not wwthin the best interests of
anyone in the theater.

Senator Scott: Do you think we have the right
resources so Taiwan will not get overwhel med by the coercive
acts of Communi st Chi na?

Admral Aquilino: Senator, | amreally encouraged by
the actions of Taiwan in accordance with the Tai wan Def ense
Act with regard to the capabilities that they are
purchasing, with regard to the indigenous capabilities that
they are pursuing, all for the defense of where they |ive,
and that has to conti nue.

Senator Scott: Do you think Japan is doing enough to
get prepared for the aggressive actions that Conmuni st China
clearly is threatening for the region, to the region?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Japan is the
cornerstone of the alliance in the region. | think they
have wat ched all of the events you and | tal ked about a few

m nut es ago, and they understand what does that translate as
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it applies to them |If you were to think of the Senkaku

I sl ands, | believe that they are concerned. | amextrenely
happy with the interoperability, coordination, and

rel ati onship we have with the Japanese. | think it is a
strong, as | said, cornerstone to the foundation in
executing deterrence in the region.

Senat or Scott: Thanks for your service. Thanks, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Scott. Senator
Manchi n, pl ease.

Senator Manchin: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you, Admral, and first of all, thank you for your service,
and | want to thank your famly for supporting your service.
| knowit is a famly event and an affair.

Sir, one of Admral Davidson's top priorities is a
m ssi on partner environnent that woul d serve as a common
platformfor our partners in the Pacific to work
col l aboratively in a cyber domain. Do you share the urgency
of pronoting greater interoperability of the cyber
operations with our allies and partners in the Pacific?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, absolutely. The m ssion
partner environment generates synchronization, the ability
to command and control beyond just the cyber domain. So
think 1SR, think coordination operations of planning, al

the way to execution. It is absolutely critical.
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Senat or Manchin: Have you had to coordinate with Cyber
Command in your past? Have you worked with themin the
past ?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, at the Pac Fleet |evel |
have a support organi zation in cyber, but | do not
personally coordinate directly with Cyber Command. That is
Adm ral Davidson's role. |If confirnmed, | certainly would.

Senator Manchin: Qur current major ballistic mssile
def ense assets in the | NDOPACOM i ncl ude Thaad i n South
Korean and Guam Aegis systens in service with U S. naval
assets in the Pacific and the Japanese navy, and Patri ot
m ssile capability in South Korea and Japan. Wth Japan's
uncertainty on Aegis Ashore construction, we are at an even
greater disadvantage to sustaining a credible mlitary
deterrence agai nst our conpetitors.

So where do you assess the greater vulnerability exists
when it cones to missile defense in the Pacific, and how do
you plan to fix these?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, the mssile defense concern
I s throughout the theater.

Senator Manchin: Sure. | think nostly with Japan
pul I i ng back because of public support, pulling out of the
Aegis. \Were do you see -- that troubled ne, being the
great ally that they have been, all of a sudden public

opi nion, and they pull out of the defense that | think is
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needed for their own country.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Again, | think what
t hey have done is they decided to rel ook at whether Aegis
Ashore is the right answer. They certainly are partnered
wWth us in the formof their Aegis destroyers. | think we
have a shared responsibility and requirement to protect
forces in Japan, and | |look forward, if confirnmed, to work
with the Japanese to try to get to the right answer for
t hem

Senator Manchin: Are you aware of any assi stance being
of fered by | NDOPACOM to provide community engagenent in
Japan to help relieve or ease the public concerns, at this
point in time? |If not, it mght be a good position for you

to take on that one.

Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. | amunaware in ny
current seat. If confirmed, | would ook to work with the
M ssi |l e Def ense Agency to ensure -- and | would be surprised

i f Admral Davidson was not having those conversations with
hi s counterparts.

Senat or Manchin: Okay. And speaking of Admra
Davi dson, back in 2018, during his confirmation hearing,
Chi na was al ready capable of controlling the South China Sea
and any scenario short of war wwth the US. Here we are 3
years later, and we have heard repeated testinony that China

has increased its naval forces, its coast guard and ot her

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

74

param litary forces.

So what is stopping themright now from exercising
their capability whenever they feel like it, of controlling
t he Sout h Chi na Sea?

Admral Aquilino: The U S. joint forces in the region,
Senator, the partner nations?

Senator Manchin: W are strong there. W have not
done anything to deter it. They have taken these little
outcrops and nade theminto magjor mlitary bases.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yeah, | would sonewhat disagree with
t hat we have not taken any action. | think if you | ooked at
the events we have executed over the past couple of years --
and I will speak fromny role as the Pacific Fleet
Commander, multiple dual-carrier strike group operations in
the South China Sea, the nbpst FONs and Taiwan Strait
transits that have been executed in recent years, nultiple
bilateral and nultilateral operations with our partners and
allies, all in the South China Sea | think would highlight
that we can and will continue to operate there.

Senator Manchin: | did not mean that in a detrinenta
way. | nmeant that in saying that they have taken snal
outcrops and continually enlarge those into a mlitary
confine, if youwll. W, or no one else, seemto be able
to stop that or prevent that or took any actions before they

got to the size they are now and to the operability they

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

75

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. W certainly have not
changed their desire nor intent nor ability to execute the
| argest mlitary build-up we have seen in a while.

Senator Manchin: So is it safe to say that basically
unl ess we are going to have a major presence, as you j ust
outlined, in the South China Sea, then they will have tota
control of that?

Admral Aquilino: | think that credible forward
presence, again, not just the United States but with allies
and partners, is the best deterrent option to ensure that we
can keep that space free and open.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, sir, and | | ook forward to
your confirmation and |ook forward to voting for you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Manchin. Now let ne
recogni ze, via Wbex, Senator Bl ackburn.

Senator Bl ackburn: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
so much for allow ng [audio mal function] for being generous
with your tinme. W appreciate that and appreci ate your
service to our country.

| want to talk with you just a little bit about China
and our Chinese counterparts. You know that sone deterrence
and the Pacific Deterrence Initiative, these are things that
are inportant to ne, and our diplomats had a contentious

encounter last week in Alaska. Beijing's Foreign Affairs
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Chief, Director Yang, this was his statenent: "The U. S.
does not have the qualification to say that it wants to
speak to China froma position of strength.”" And if
Congress fully funds the Pacific Deterrence Initiative at
the | evel s proposed in Admral Davidson's assessnent, and
listening to you this norning it sounds as if you are in
conpl ete agreenment with that, talk to us about how we
comruni cate that we believe we hold that position of
strength in communicating with Beijing.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. | think what
you described is what conpetition |ooks like in the future.
Actions that we would take to ensure credi ble deterrence,
the desire to not have conflict by the actions and
operations that we execute and understanding that there are
things that we will do that our conpetitor will not find
very good for them So | think we have to be ready and have
to understand what does that conpetition space | ook |Iike and
continue to execute those things that will allow us to keep
t he status quo.

Senator Bl ackburn: Well, and | think probably, too,
that you woul d agree that keeping these budgetary top |ines
that are going to give you what you need should be a
priority as we | ook at our | NDOPACOM initiatives.

Let me ask you this. Okay, when you |ook at PD,

conmbi ned conmand, control networks, and the m ssion partner
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environment, in relation to interoperability and the needs
of our regional security partners, and we | ook at this

t hrough the I ens of cyber, through the | ens of technol ogy,
tell nme what concerns you about China's aggressiveness in
this great power conpetition when it conmes to technol ogy, to
hardware, to setting standards, to infrastructure, to their
cyber capabilities.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So the key with
the mi ssion partner environnent is that it absolutely nust
be cyber secure. W would not benefit fromallow ng the PLA
to be able to infiltrate that network. So all the benefits
that it provides, for interoperability, for conmand and
control, for resilience and reassurance, the concern would
be the cybersecurity of that environnent, and it woul d have
to be top on the list of priorities as it were devel oped.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Well, in that regard what about the
vul nerabilities that are associated with cloud conputing and
I nt egrated systens?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So those
t echnol ogi cal advances, | think while they identify
vul nerabilities al so have opportunities. So as we shift and
t ake advantage of those things, again, we have to nake sure
that they are cybersecure and unable to be infiltrated.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you. Just a quick yes or no

fromyou. Should we be increasing our bilateral
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Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, we should continue to
execute those things that we do with Taiwan, and shoul d
there be a policy shift, again, if confirned, | hope to be
I n those conversations, we do exercise wth Taiwan, we have
visits with Taiwan, we have consultations. Al of those are
contributing to Taiwan's defense.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Thank you. Thank you, M.

Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator. Let nme now
recogni ze Senator Duckworth via Wbex.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman. Adm ral
Aquilino, | appreciate our call last week and | am gl ad we
were able to discuss sone of the biggest challenges that you
face if you are confirnmed, including inproving our |ogistics
capabilities and capacity in the | NDOPACOM r egi on.

In addition to agreeing that our |logistics enterprise
I s absolutely foundational for having a conbat-credible
deterrent, | feel that we were very much on the sane page
about the need to strengthen our partners with the various
nations in the region. You and | have both heard our
regional partners say that they want a greater U S. presence
In the Indo-Pacific so that they have alternatives to the
Communi st PRC when it cones to trading and security

partners. But the tragic nurders of eight people in Atlanta
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| ast week, six of them of East Asian descent, highlighted a
di sturbing trend of an increasing violence and hate towards
Asi ans and Asian Anericans in this country, particularly

t hose of East Asian descent.

Regardl ess of the stated notive for |ast week's
shooting, there is no arguing that cities across the country
are reporting a drastic increase in violent crines and
discrimnation targeting nmenbers of the AAPI conmunity. It
Is also not hard to see a correlation between the stark rise
an anti-Asian bigotry and our fornmer conmmander in chief,
Donal d Trunp, blatantly using hateful and racist |anguage,
such as calling the coronavirus the "Kung Flu" or the

"Chinese virus," long after such term nol ogy has been deened
| nappropriate and harnful .

Shocki ngly, Trunp spread such bigotry despite the FBI
producing a report, as early as March 2020, that included a
clear and chilling assessnment. And | quote, "Hate crine
I nci dents agai nst Asian Anericans likely will surge across
the United States due to the spread of coronavirus disease,
endangeri ng Asian Anerican communities.” And just |ast
week, Gallup released a poll that found, over the past year,
t he percentage of Anericans who consider China to be the
United States' greatest eneny today rose from 22 percent in

February 2020 and 45 percent when neasured | ast nonth.

Let ne be clear. There is a difference between
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expressing opposition to the Communi st Chi nese governnent's
aggressive economc and mlitary practices, which |

absol utely support opposing them and ignorantly blam ng
Asi an peopl e, especially those of East Asian descent, for

t he coronavirus pandemc. Blamng the AAPI community for a
public health crisis is racist and wong, and | am

I ncreasingly concerned that it will hurt our relationship
Wi th our partners in the Indo-Pacific region.

Adm ral Aquilino, when Anerican | eaders nake raci st
stat ements about Asians, and Anmerican citizens participated
in anti-Asian hate, how does it harmthe United States'
credibility and reputation in the Indo-Pacific region? And
pl ease make sure to address how such bigotry and raci st
vi ol ence underm nes our relationships wth our allies and
partners who may al ready be facing chall enges in defending
our presence in their respective nation states as views and
attitudes towards the U S. evolve with the younger
gener ati on.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator. To your first
poi nt, and you and | have had this conversation,
prof essionals talk logistics, so all of our efforts in the
regi on are underpi nned, and the rel ationships with our
partners and allies will certainly be required to help us
set up this enabling network and support our |ogistics

I ssues. So thanks for that.
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To your second point, what | owe, and what we all owe
our incredibly brave servicenenbers is a safe, confortable
pl ace where they can work and execute the oath that they
have taken. So there is no place in our ranks for any type
of discrimnation. Wether it be against Asians, whether it
be race, creed, color, you nane it, it is just conpletely
unacceptable, it degrades from our readiness, and, if
confirmed, | can tell you it wll not be tolerated.

Senat or Duckworth: So how does the rise in hate crines
agai nst Asian Anericans and hateful rhetoric at the top
ranks of governnment, and the absolute |ack of representation
at the very top ranks of the Biden adm nistration of AAPIs
In secretarial positions or higher levels, affect our
relationships in the | NDOPACOM regi on? | nean, you are
going to be going in there trying to nake alliances with
folks in the | NDOPACOM regi on, and yet we have Asi ans bei ng
shot down, and we have even Menbers of Congress targeting
Asian Americans with hate rhetoric. How does that affect
your job, trying to develop relationships in the region?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, our relations in the region
are critical. | have and will continue to say that. As a
diverse mlitary, we continue to ensure that our values are
understood. | believe our allies and partners understand
that when they talk with us that we speak froma position of

shared values. And as | said, if confirnmed, I wll do
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a part of how the Indo-Pacific operates.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you. | have every confi dence
in your commtnent to diversity, Admral, and you have shown
that in your service and you have shown that in your
conversations with ne, and | thank you for continuing to be
a |l eader, both in the mlitary but also when it conmes to
diversity in that mlitary that we both |ove. Thank you

| yield back, M. Chairmn.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Duckworth. Senator
Haw ey, pl ease.

Senat or Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral,
good to see you. | appreciated our conversations, and
congratul ati ons on your nom nati on.

I want to start by revisiting sonmething that you and |
tal ked about at sone | ength when we visited, which is the
situation in Taiwan. Both Deputy Secretary H cks and
Adm ral Davidson have testified that the U S should
maintain the ability to defeat a fait acconpli scenario in
Taiwan. Do you agree with that?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Hawl ey: Do you think the Departnent shoul d
also prioritize preparations for a Taiwan scenari o so that
we will be able to deter China from attacki ng Tai wan, shoul d

they attenpt to do so?
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Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. That credible
deterrence forward is absolutely required with the correct
forces, the right magnitude of forces, and the readi ness of
t hose forces.

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good. The Deputy Secretary and
Admi ral Davi dson have also testified that a strategy of
denial is essential for deterring Chinese aggression.
Secretary Austin said the sanme thing to ne in response to a
guestion that | had for himfor the record. Do you agree
with that, that a strategy of denial is essential for
deterring China?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator.

Senator Hawl ey: Let ne ask you about a question that
you were posed earlier by one of ny colleagues. You were
asked about the inportance of conventional deterrence in the
| ndo-Pacific. But | just want to get clear on your views
here. The necessary of conventional deterrence, which |
think we agree on, does not nean that nuclear deterrence has
any less of arole, doesn't it? | nean, wouldn't you agree
that our nuclear deterrent provides a critical backstop to
our conventional deterrent, and that both are necessary to
be able to effectively deter China?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, absolutely. |If | gave
t hat inpression then | apol ogi ze.

Senator Hawl ey: You also said earlier today that the
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1 threat of a Chinese invasion in Taiwan is nuch closer to us
2 than nost think. You and | tal ked about this at sone

3 length. Is it fair to say that this threat, what you said
4 earlier, "much closer to us than nost think," is it fair to
5 say that this threat could materialize well before 2035, or

6 sone of those very later dates that fol ks have put out

7 there?
8 Admral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, | believe it could.
9 Senator Hawley: And is it fair to say that we need to

10 act nowif we are going to prevent this threat from

11  materializing in the future?

12 Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator, absolutely. A strong
13 posture forward, linked with our allies and partners |

14 believe is the | eading path for prevention.

15 Senator Hawl ey: Very good. Reports have indicated

16 that Taiwan's upcom ng Quadrenni al Defense Review is going
17 to enphasi ze the need for Taiwan to adopt an asymretrica

18 defense posture. This, again, is sonething you and |

19 visited about. Can you just give us a sense, why is it so
20 inportant for Taiwan to invest in asymretrical capabilities,
21 especially those that are | ow cost, high inpact?

22 Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, as we discussed a bit, the
23 resources they have require themto be spent in the correct
24  manner to have the nost effectiveness against the possible

25 threat. | am encouraged by sone of those capabilities that
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t hey have purchased, and | am encouraged by the capabilities
that they are investing in, in an indigenous fashion, for
their defense. The exanple | would give you is the harpoon
system | thought it was very thoughtful and the right
capability, for one exanple.

Senator Hawl ey: \What can the United States do to help
encourage Taiwan to adopt a nore asymetric defense posture
as qui ckly as possible?

Admral Aquilino: | think it is a part of the Taiwan
Relation Act. Ofering the right capabilities with the
right support is the best way to ensure that they certainly
understand all of their options, they get to nake their own
choi ces, but by providing credible, realistic options with
reconmendati ons woul d be hel pful.

Senator Hawl ey: Let ne ask you about sonething el se we
di scussed on the phone. The Guam Defense Act has been
| NDOPACOM s top unfunded priority for the last 3 years.

Just generally speaking, give us a sense of why Guamis so
important, froma mlitary operational standpoint.

Admral Aquilino: It is certainly in a strategic
| ocati on, west of the International Date Line, distant
enough to be able to protect our forces, nuster our forces,
and as you know, there are over 20,000 servicenenbers on
GQuam So conbined with the 170,000 Anerican citizens, we

certainly are responsible to protect those people. But the
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strategic location is critical to be able to provide forces
quickly in the area we need them

Senator Hawl ey: Let nme just ask you, finally, the Quad
appears to be formng the basis for a regional coalition to
stand up to Chinese aggression. How do you see the Quad
contributing to deterrence in the Indo-Pacific, now and in
the future?

Admral Aquilino: | think it is extrenely inportant
when you |l ook at India as the world's | argest denocracy,
conmbi ned with three other nations of shared val ues and
beliefs. Wen an organi zati on of that magnitude cones
together it would generate concern for anyone with an
opposi t e opi ni on.

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good. Thank you, Admral. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hawl ey. Senat or
Sul l'i van, please.

Oh, excuse ne. Senator Rosen via Wbex. Excuse ne.
Senat or Rosen, pl ease.

Senator Rosen: Thank you, M. Chairman. | appreciate
it. And | thank you, Ranking Menber. And | want to thank
you, Admral, for your service, for your willingness to
continue to serve and step up and take on this extrenely
i nportant role in our national defense. | really appreciate

t hat .
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And | would Iike to talk a little bit about maintaining
our technol ogi cal edge, because at the heart of China's
mlitary noderni zation efforts of course there is Beijing's
i nvestment in next-generation mlitary capabilities. | know
we have tal ked about that earlier in the hearing, when | was
in the room And we want to close that technol ogi cal gap.
China is maki ng advances in critical areas like artificial
intelligence, cyber, robotics, hypersonics, and they are, at
the sane tinme, rapidly procuring conmmercial technol ogies
that can be used for mlitary purposes.

So do you believe that China has achieved technol ogi cal
parity wwth the U S. in its operational systens, and are
there any areas that you are concerned about that they have
out paced us?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | do not believe
t hey have achieved parity. | think they have a desire in
the technological world to increase and ultimately to gain
an overmatch. | think it is extrenely inportant that we do
not | et that happen.

So one of our conpetitive advantages is our ability to
do S&T research and keep that technol ogi cal edge, and we
have to continue to do that.

Senat or Rosen: And so if you are confirned, how woul d
you incorporate this increasingly technol ogi cal nature of

warfare into our domains of warfare, into joint coalition
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exercises, |ike we do, of course, nmany of themin the Nevada
and, of course, around the world.

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So if confirnmed |
think there is a |ot of opportunity to be able to do that,
as you highlighted, the efforts that are executed at both
the Nellis ranges and the Fallon ranges are places where we
certainly experinment and try to work to get to those
i nproved technol ogi cal advantages. | think that it is
applicable across the entire region to ensure we can devel op
tests and ultimately inplenment those advanced capabilities.

Senator Rosen: Well, | could not agree with you nore.
| amproud of all the training that we do in Nevada. But |
know that this training requires inproved skill sets --
retraining, inproving training, and, of course, new training
for young nmen and wonen who are joining our mlitary.

And so how are you planning to recruit and retain,
build up that workforce that we are going to need within
| NDOPACOM particularly in these areas of technol ogy?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. So the services
have that responsibility as a part of their Title 10
taskings. If | were confirnmed | would highlight to the
service chiefs certainly what is needed in an increased
technol ogical footprint, and if you |look froma Navy
perspective, currently the CNO does a great job at

recruiting and retaining the best. It is getting extrenely
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conpetitive across the workforce to recruit and retain, and
all of the services are doing a really good job at
mai ntai ning that capability and advancenent.

Senator Rosen: | am pleased to hear that. | have
Instituted a bill that was in the NDAA | ast year, about
addi ng a cyber track to our Junior ROTC program and
hopefully that will build up our force.

But | would like to, in the |ast remaining mnute or
so, talk a little bit about the state partnership program
O course, this initiative |links our states' National Guards
with the armed forces. W cooperate, it is a nutually
beneficial relationship, and I know t hat | NDOPACOM nai nt ai ns
ten of these SPP relationships. So in Nevada, our Nevada
Nati onal Guard, we have existing partnerships wwth Fiji and
Tonga to support I NDOPACOM s mission in the South Pacific.

Can you tal k about how you are going to work with
Nati onal Guards and these partnerships, of course, to be
sure that they know what you are planning, going forward, so

they can prepare and plan to conplete their mssion sets by

I nproving the skill sets of our National Guard as well?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. It is extrenely
i nportant. You know, | have had a chance to work with Ken
Hara, the head of National Guard in Hawaii, and it conti nues

to pay dividends. As it applies to foreign partners, it is

just as helpful, and if confirnmed, | would continue to
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execute those ten partner |inkups and | ook for additiona
opportunities, because | think there are sone there.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you very nuch. | yield back.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator. Now let ne
recogni ze Senator Sullivan, please.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. Adnmral,
good to see you again. | appreciated the opportunity to
have anot her discussion, and | | ook forward to nore
di scussion going forward. Congratul ati ons on your
nom nati on.

| want to just talk a little bit about Al aska and the
Pacific. Have you been to the great state of Al aska?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | have not yet been, but |
wll cone and visit Al aska at first opportunity.

Senator Sullivan: Good. W need to get on that, and |
amgoing totalk a little bit of the reason why.

| was just honme. | just got back. You know, there was
alot of fireworks with this U S.-China neeting in
Anchorage. | had the opportunity to neet with Secretary
Bl i nked, National Security Advisor Sullivan, and Kurt
Canmpbel |, who is also doing a really good at the NSC, right
after the neeting. | was glad to see our Al aska-based
mlitary on Thursday. Wen the Chinese were approachi ng we
wer e doi ng sone exercises with F-22 Raptors there, right

around the hotel, give the Chinese delegation a little view
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of what is in Al aska.

As you know, we are going to have over 100 fifth-
generation fighters, F-22s, F-35s, by the end of this year,
and then on Friday, when the Chinese are still in Al aska,
the Air Force announced four new tankers, KC-135s, going to
Al aska.

The previous Secretary of Defense called this
conbi nati on tankers, 100 fifth-gen fighters, giving our
country extrene strategic reach. These fighters could be in
the Taiwan Strait, if they are supersonic, within 5 hours.

These forces are actually OPCOMto PACOM as you know,
I n Alaska. Wat do you see as the role of these conbat -

credi ble forces fromAl aska play within the Indo-Pacific,

given that you will be in command of thenf
Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | have to correct
a previous statenent. | said | would visit Al aska. | have

to say, if confirmed | would visit Alaska at first
opportunity, so Senator Reed, | apol ogi ze.

The forces in Al aska are critical for both the defense
of the honel and, Senator, as you know. They support the
different ACL levels in the event of either Russian bonber
flights and would be critically needed as a surge force in
time of either crisis or conflict, as you clearly identify.

Senator Inhofe identified the capabilities needed in

fifth-generation to be able to enter that contested space,
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to fight and win. So | agree with all those comments that
you mnade.

Senator Sullivan: Let ne, real quick -- and sorry to
interrupt, but | have got a couple nore questions. There is
oftentines, and you have nentioned it already, this kind of
delineation west of the International Date Line as the
delineation for PACOM But as you know, Admral, the
further north you get, the International Date Line in sone
ways does not nmatter, just so | amkind of aware of your
geogr aphy, your recognition of geography. W have a |ot of
forces in Alaska, a lot of forces in Hawaii, a |ot of forces
In Australia. Wich of these are closer to Korea and Japan
-- our forces in Hawaii or our forces in Al aska?

Adm ral Aquilino: Well certainly Al aska woul d be
cl oser to Korea and Japan.

Senator Sullivan: That is correct. Yeah. And how
about Australia versus Al aska, closer to Korea and Japan?

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, Senator. Alaska is closer.

Senator Sullivan: Yeah. A lot of people do not know
that, believe it or not. So it is not just International
Date Line, it is how north you are and how cl ose you are.

So keep that in mnd. You are going to be in charge of
t hese, and you are going to get confirmed, and | amgoing to
strongly support it.

Your recommendations are going to be inportant. This,
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| believe, is going to certainly be viewed now, going
forward, as the nost inportant conbatant conmand that we
have anywhere around the worl d.

In 2015, President (banma and President Xi Jinping stood
In the Rose Garden, and President Xi Jinping prom sed the
President of the United States and the American peopl e not
to mlitarize the South China Sea. D d President Xi Jinping
keep that prom se?

Adm ral Aquilino: No, Senator, he did not.

Senator Sullivan: He did not. Not even close. Wat |
refer to as "promse fatigue,"” right. The Chi nese nake
prom ses over decades. They rarely keep those prom ses.
Prom se fatigue -- we are sick of it.

It was wdely reported, and this commttee followed it
cl osely, that because of this we said let's do Freedom of
Navi gati on Operations. As a matter of fact, your
predecessor said we need to do it. John Kerry, then the
Secretary of State, said, "No, we have a good climte deal
in Paris, with the Chinese no-FONOPS." Wis that a good idea
to exchange FONOPS for a vague prom se on the Paris clinmate
accords?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, just so you know, | am
unaware of that agreenent.

Senator Sullivan: Assune that happened, because it

did. Was that a good idea, from Secretary Kerry?

800.FOR.DEPO

www.trustpoint.one
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

94

Admral Aquilino: Wat | would say is we have
conti nued FON operations.

Senator Sullivan: No, no, no. W did not then. Trust
me. This commttee was pressing for it. W would not do
them Was that a good idea -- vague prom ses and the Paris
climate accords from John Kerry and the Chi nese for no
FONOPS in the South China Sea for at |east 2 years?

Admral Aquilino: Well, Senator, | think FONOPS are
i nportant. They identify our link to the need for
i nternational order through normal rules and standards.

Senator Sullivan: Was that a good idea? Assune that
happened. Assune that coul d happen one nore tine. Let's
say John Kerry has got another role, and says, "I have got a
good comm tnent fromthe Chinese. They just want us to not
do FONOPS t hrough the Taiwan Strait." Wuld that be a good
| dea?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, | think FONOPS have served
us well over the past 3 years since | have been at the
Pacific Fleet.

Senator Sullivan: So you would not agree with that
idea if Kerry put it forward again.

Adm ral Aquilino: | think we --

Senator Sullivan: You are going to be asked.

Adm ral Aquilino: -- | think we should continue

FONOPS, Senat or.
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Senator Sullivan: In the South China Sea and the
Taiwan Strait.

Adm ral Aquilino: Yes, sir.

Senator Sullivan: Regardless of commtnents from China
on vague climte change commtnents that they m ght get from
John Kerry.

Admral Aquilino: | think that we should continue
t hose operations to assure our allies and partners and
ensure we can operate anywhere international |aw all ows.

Senator Sullivan: Good. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan. Senator
Tuberville, please.

Senat or Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Best for
|l ast. Put a football coach |ast.

| have been inpressed. | have been in all these
neetings for the last 2 nonths and I aminpressed. Thank
you for your service and your famly being here. They are
very inportant. And what a job you have got in front of
you, just sitting and listening to all the things going on
in our world. Huge job.

You know, | have heard all the questions about Taiwan
and China and all the things that go on. You forgot one,
and we know about it, and we are going to be trusting you

for that. It is inportant that we fight through the climte
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change and the diversity and all the things going on. |
believe in that. You know, | was a football coach. | nean,
you have to plug all that in.

But we need to build a team You need to build a team
because we are getting ready to go in waters unknown over
the next few years, with the noney that the CCP is putting
in, and the things that we are going to have to prepare for.

One thing I want to know, and | amgoing to vote for
you. | believe, you know, you are ready to go, to turn it
over to you and protect our world, not just our country. |
just want to know, are you going to be able to stand up and
fight, you know, this adm nistration for nore noney? W do
not need to be cutting. W need to be adding. And are you
wlling to say to us today that you are willing to fight,
you know, for what you believe in, in terns of adding on to
@Quam for instance.

You know, we have not added anything, hardly, in the
| ast 10 years. W need to recapitalize. WII you prom se
that you will fight for that noney that we need for our
mlitary?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, thanks. So if confirnmed |
will provide nmy best mlitary advice and recommendations to
request those things that are needed, to do the m ssion that
| woul d have been assigned. And if that is the case, | wll

give it absolute straight, with conviction, on what |
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believe is the right way forward.

Senat or Tuberville: Well, to nme our freedom and our
liberty and our famlies and our kids and grandki ds depend
on it, that we nmake sure that we defend not just this
country but our allies and the world, because these people
over there that we are getting ready to deal with, that you
know, that you have seen, you know, they do not play fair.
They steal everything that we have got. You know, we
develop it and they steal it, and it does not cost them near
as nuch.

Do you think that is fair? W just saw what we went
through with the pandem c. You know, we shi pped everything
over to China. They nake everything that we do. And now we
are scranbling to try to figure out how to handl e the next
pandem c. Hopefully it does not conme along. Are we the
sane way in the mlitary? Have you seen that? Do we have
the capabilities to build what we need in this country right
now?

Admral Aquilino: Senator, | think we do. | think
what we have | earned over the past 10 years is we do have to
protect those advantages, technol ogical trade secrets, and
advant ages that we have. So we should be aware that
conpetitors will intend to try to take it, and we have to be
able to secure it and defend it.

Senator Tuberville: You know, as Marines are operating
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in smaller units in the Pacific, how do you plan to fl oat
medi cal support? You know, the Mercy and the Confort, they
are large, you know, and they are slow to deploy. Wuld a
smal | er, Ford-based hospital ship capable of quicker and
faster engagenent, do you think that would be better served
for what you all do in the Pacific?

Adm ral Aquilino: Senator, we have done a | ot over the
| ast 3 years on generating a concept of operations, howto
ensure we can provide nedical support to our forces in tine
of crisis and conflict. And it |ooks a lot different when
you | ook at an area that covers half the gl obe and nost of
It has water on it.

We are | ooking at all options to be able to quickly
pick up, care for, and return our forces, joint forces, that
may have been wounded. One of those things that is being
| ooked at is a different formof hospital ship than we are
used to, and if confirmed, will continue to | ook at those
ot her options and what m ght be the best way.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah, | think it is inportant,
because we are in a different part of the world, and we | ook
at -- of course, | amfrom Al abama, and we have Huntsvill e.
We build all the mssiles and the rockets and have 800
def ense contractors. W build ships and boats down in
Mobi |l e, that hopefully you have seen sone. | think the LCS

or whatever, made out of alumnum a little different.
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But, you know, | ama comon-sense guy, and | just want
us prepared, you know. And | see you are going to be hit
fromall different directions and | just hope when you are
confirmed that you are ready, you are willing. | just hope
you are able to get what you need to protect this country
and protect our kids and our grandkids from future attacks,
because they are com ng, and you are going to be the first
| i ne of defense.

So again, thank you for your service and thank you for
everything that you have done, and the things that you are
going to do for us in the future.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.

Senator Sullivan would |ike to ask one question.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. |t m ght
be a series of one questions. No, | amjust kidding. It is
going to go back to the PDI. Admiral, | amsure you saw

t hat when Adm ral Davidson was here, just 2 weeks ago, he
t al ked about the full funding, $4.6 billion of the PD was
sonet hing that would be critical in halting the erosion of
our nation's conventional deterrence in the | NDOPACOM

region. He actually said, quote, "PD is the foundational
approach to advancing capabilities and capacity while

strengthening our allies and partnership for an integrated

joint force west of the International Date Line." | already
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an artificial construct that does not really fully reflect
the force posture, particularly as you go north.

But the question is, given that he has been public
about it, given that you have been public about it, given
that this conmttee actually passed, in a very strong
bi parti san way, the initiative of the PDI |ast year, in the
NDAA, what nessage does it send to China if we have a
robust, top-line defense budget that fully funds the PD as
you and Adm ral Davidson have requested? And alternatively,
what nessage does a declining defense budget and not funding
the PDI send to China?

Adm ral Aquilino: Thanks, Senator. | do believe it
sends a strong nessage that the entirety of governnent and
the United States is focused on the chall enge that we have
identified as it applies to the Western Pacific. | do agree
that the initial funding |ast year -- and | thank the
commttee for all of their work, $2.2 billion to start. |
think "foundational" is the right word. This is not a one-
trick pony. It is going to take sone sustainnent to ensure
we can generate that credible deterrence and keep it going.

Senator Sullivan: And just again | ask two questions.

Alternatively, if that is not funded, that $4.6 billion,
which is what the Admiral has requested, and you, | believe,

support, and this commttee supports, by the way, in a

100
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bi parti san way, what kind of nessage would that send if we
do not do it, we, the Federal Governnment, we, the Biden

adm nistration, to be frank, if we do not do it, despite the
fact that the PACOM conmander has said we need to do it?
What ki nd of nessage woul d that send?

Admral Aquilino: | think it is the wong signal,
Senator, a lack of commtnent and a lack of ability to
foll ow through on what we believe is needed.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan. Admral,
t hank you for your devoted service to the nation and the
Navy, and the profound support of your famly and your
col |l eagues fromthe fleet. Please convey to all of the nen
and wonen of your conmand our deepest and profound
appreciation for their work. W look forward to noving
forward wth this nom nation.

Wth that, the hearing is adjourned, and I will rem nd
nmy coll eagues that a vote is pending right now Thank you
very nmuch, Adm ral

Adm ral Aquilino: Thank you, Senator.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:59 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



	Printable Word Index
	Quick Word Index
	$
	$2 (1)
	$2.2 (1)
	$200 (1)
	$4.6 (2)
	$400 (1)

	0
	06's (2)

	1
	1,150 (1)
	10 (9)
	100 (2)
	11 (2)
	11:59 (1)
	12 (2)
	14 (1)
	140,000 (2)
	16 (1)
	170,000 (3)
	18 (1)
	1900s (1)
	1982 (1)
	1-year (1)

	2
	2 (5)
	20,000 (3)
	200 (1)
	2001 (1)
	2004 (1)
	200s (1)
	2014 (1)
	2015 (2)
	2017 (1)
	2018 (3)
	2019 (1)
	2020 (3)
	2021 (1)
	2025 (1)
	2026 (1)
	2030 (3)
	2031 (1)
	2035 (1)
	2045 (2)
	22 (1)
	23 (1)
	23rd (2)
	250 (1)
	27th (1)
	29th (1)

	3
	3 (6)
	3,800 (1)
	30-year (1)
	360 (1)
	360-degree (2)
	37 (2)

	4
	4 (2)
	45 (1)
	4th (1)

	5
	5 (4)
	5,000 (1)

	6
	6 (3)

	7
	700 (1)

	8
	8 (1)
	800 (1)

	9
	9:31 (1)
	90-day (1)
	97 (1)

	A
	a.m (2)
	A2/AD (1)
	AAPI (2)
	AAPIs (1)
	abiding (1)
	ability (24)
	able (32)
	absolute (2)
	absolutely (16)
	accelerating (1)
	access (5)
	accident (1)
	accidental (1)
	accompli (1)
	accomplish (2)
	accords (2)
	accurate (4)
	Aceh (1)
	achieve (2)
	achieved (2)
	achieving (1)
	ACL (1)
	acquire (1)
	acronyms (1)
	Act (10)
	Acting (1)
	action (3)
	actions (10)
	active (1)
	activities (1)
	activity (1)
	acts (1)
	add (1)
	added (1)
	adding (3)
	addition (1)
	additional (5)
	Additionally (3)
	address (4)
	addressed (1)
	addressing (1)
	adequate (1)
	adhere (1)
	adhered (1)
	adjourned (2)
	adjust (1)
	adjusted (1)
	adjustments (1)
	administer (1)
	administration (6)
	administration's (2)
	ADMIRAL (251)
	admiration (1)
	admire (1)
	admit (1)
	adopt (2)
	adult (1)
	advance (4)
	advanced (3)
	advancement (1)
	advances (2)
	advancing (1)
	advantage (7)
	advantages (5)
	adversaries (3)
	advice (2)
	advisor (2)
	advisors (1)
	advocate (2)
	advocated (1)
	advocates (1)
	Aegis (8)
	affair (1)
	Affairs (1)
	affect (2)
	affectionately (1)
	Agency (1)
	aggression (6)
	aggressive (7)
	aggressiveness (1)
	aggressor (1)
	ago (10)
	agree (26)
	agreed (1)
	agreeing (1)
	agreement (2)
	Agustin (1)
	air (8)
	aircraft (4)
	airmen (1)
	airplanes (2)
	Alabama (1)
	alarming (1)
	Alaska (19)
	Alaska-based (1)
	album (1)
	align (1)
	aligned (2)
	alignment (2)
	alliance (2)
	alliances (3)
	allies (51)
	allow (4)
	allowing (2)
	allows (1)
	ally (2)
	alongside (3)
	alternating (1)
	alternative (1)
	alternatively (2)
	alternatives (2)
	aluminum (1)
	ambiguity (1)
	ambition (1)
	America (2)
	American (6)
	Americans (5)
	America's (3)
	amount (1)
	Anchorage (1)
	Angeles (1)
	angle (1)
	Ann (1)
	annex (2)
	annexed (3)
	anniversary (1)
	announced (2)
	answer (6)
	answered (1)
	answers (1)
	Antarctica (1)
	anti (1)
	anti-Asian (2)
	anticipated (1)
	anxious (1)
	AOR (3)
	AORs (1)
	apologize (3)
	apparatus (1)
	appear (3)
	appearance (1)
	appeared (2)
	appears (1)
	applicable (2)
	applied (1)
	applies (11)
	appreciate (15)
	appreciated (4)
	appreciation (2)
	approach (14)
	approaching (1)
	appropriate (2)
	appropriately (1)
	approximately (2)
	Aqualung (2)
	AQUILINO (162)
	Aquilino's (3)
	Arbor (1)
	Arctic (1)
	area (9)
	areas (12)
	argue (2)
	arguing (1)
	arguments (1)
	Armed (7)
	Army (1)
	array (2)
	arrested (1)
	articulate (1)
	articulated (1)
	artificial (2)
	ASEAN (1)
	Ashore (3)
	Asian (10)
	Asians (4)
	asked (6)
	asking (2)
	aspect (4)
	aspects (5)
	aspirations (1)
	assault (6)
	assess (1)
	assessment (3)
	assets (2)
	assigned (2)
	assistance (6)
	associated (1)
	assume (4)
	assumed (2)
	assuming (1)
	assumption (1)
	assurances (2)
	assure (3)
	asymmetric (5)
	asymmetrical (2)
	Atlanta (1)
	attacking (1)
	attacks (9)
	attempt (1)
	attempting (1)
	attend (1)
	attention (2)
	attitude (1)
	attitudes (1)
	attract (1)
	audio (1)
	Augustin (1)
	Austin (8)
	Australia (6)
	authoritarian (1)
	authority (8)
	Authorization (2)
	available (2)
	avoid (2)
	avoiding (2)
	aware (11)

	B
	B-21 (3)
	back (15)
	backsliding (1)
	backstop (1)
	bad (1)
	balance (2)
	ballistic (2)
	Banda (1)
	base (2)
	based (3)
	bases (3)
	basically (2)
	basis (3)
	battle (1)
	beginning (1)
	begun (1)
	behavior (1)
	Beijing (5)
	Beijing's (2)
	beliefs (1)
	believe (32)
	believed (1)
	believes (1)
	belligerent (1)
	beneficial (2)
	benefit (4)
	benefits (2)
	benign (1)
	Berger (3)
	best (12)
	better (11)
	beyond (5)
	Biden (6)
	Biden's (1)
	big (4)
	biggest (1)
	bigotry (3)
	bilateral (2)
	bill (1)
	billion (6)
	bipartisan (2)
	bird (1)
	bit (14)
	Blackburn (7)
	blaming (2)
	blatantly (1)
	Blinked (2)
	Blue (1)
	Blumenthal (1)
	board (1)
	boats (1)
	bolster (1)
	bomber (1)
	border (8)
	born (1)
	bothers (1)
	brain (1)
	branch (1)
	brave (1)
	breathing (1)
	briefers (2)
	briefings (2)
	briefly (1)
	bring (3)
	broad (2)
	broaden (1)
	broader (3)
	brought (2)
	Brown (1)
	buddies (1)
	buddy (1)
	budget (5)
	budgetary (1)
	budgeted (1)
	budgeting (1)
	build (9)
	Building (2)
	buildup (3)
	build-up (2)
	Bulk (1)
	business (1)

	C
	C.Q (1)
	caliber (1)
	call (3)
	called (4)
	calling (2)
	campaign (1)
	campaigns (1)
	Campbell (1)
	capabilities (42)
	capability (15)
	capable (5)
	capacity (9)
	capital (2)
	Capitol (1)
	care (6)
	cares (1)
	carrier (8)
	carrier-based (2)
	carriers (3)
	carry (1)
	case (2)
	cases (2)
	Caucus (1)
	causes (1)
	CCP (1)
	central (3)
	certain (1)
	certainly (45)
	cetera (1)
	chain (2)
	chains (1)
	chair (6)
	chairman (86)
	challenge (10)
	challenges (15)
	challenging (2)
	chance (1)
	change (11)
	changed (2)
	changes (2)
	charge (1)
	charges (1)
	Chief (6)
	chiefs (2)
	child (1)
	chilling (1)
	China (96)
	China's (12)
	Chinese (31)
	choices (1)
	choose (1)
	cities (1)
	citizens (5)
	civilian (2)
	civilians (3)
	claim (1)
	claiming (1)
	clarity (1)
	Clarke (1)
	class (2)
	clear (8)
	clear-eyed (1)
	clearly (5)
	climate (8)
	clips (1)
	close (4)
	closed (1)
	closely (1)
	closer (7)
	closing (1)
	cloud (1)
	CNO (3)
	coach (2)
	coalesces (1)
	coalition (2)
	coast (7)
	coastline (1)
	co-chairman (1)
	coercive (1)
	coined (1)
	collaboratively (1)
	colleagues (12)
	collectively (1)
	colonel (1)
	color (1)
	combat (2)
	combatant (1)
	combat-credible (1)
	combination (1)
	combined (8)
	come (11)
	comes (7)
	Comfort (1)
	comfortable (1)
	coming (2)
	COMMAND (30)
	Commandant (1)
	COMMANDER (17)
	commanders (4)
	commander's (2)
	comment (1)
	comments (2)
	commercial (2)
	commission (3)
	commitment (4)
	commitments (2)
	committed (2)
	Committee (31)
	committees (3)
	common (2)
	common-sense (1)
	communicate (4)
	communicating (1)
	communication (4)
	communications (2)
	communiques (2)
	Communist (14)
	communities (1)
	community (8)
	companies (1)
	compared (1)
	comparisons (1)
	compete (6)
	competition (12)
	competitive (3)
	competitor (2)
	competitors (6)
	complete (2)
	completed (1)
	completely (1)
	complex (1)
	complicate (1)
	complied (1)
	complies (1)
	components (1)
	compromise (1)
	computers (1)
	computing (1)
	concept (2)
	concern (10)
	concerned (10)
	concerning (4)
	concerns (6)
	concerted (1)
	concur (1)
	conditions (1)
	conduct (2)
	conducting (1)
	confidence (2)
	confident (2)
	confine (1)
	confirmation (6)
	confirmed (44)
	confirming (1)
	conflict (10)
	conflicts (1)
	confronting (1)
	Congratulations (8)
	Congress (5)
	congressional (1)
	connect (2)
	connection (3)
	consequential (4)
	CONSIDER (5)
	constant (2)
	construct (1)
	constructed (1)
	construction (2)
	consult (1)
	consultations (1)
	contact (1)
	contended (1)
	contending (1)
	contentious (1)
	contested (7)
	continually (2)
	continue (38)
	continued (4)
	continues (4)
	continuing (4)
	contractors (1)
	contribute (1)
	contributing (3)
	contributions (1)
	control (10)
	controlled (1)
	controlling (3)
	convening (6)
	conventional (13)
	conversation (3)
	conversations (6)
	convey (1)
	conviction (1)
	cooperate (3)
	cooperation (11)
	coordinate (2)
	coordination (4)
	cornerstone (2)
	coronavirus (3)
	corps (5)
	correct (8)
	correlation (1)
	cost (7)
	cost-effectively (1)
	costly (1)
	Cotton (13)
	Council (1)
	counter (1)
	counterpart (3)
	counterparts (5)
	counterterrorism (1)
	countries (2)
	country (15)
	couple (4)
	course (15)
	courses (1)
	court (1)
	courts (1)
	coverage (1)
	covered (1)
	covering (1)
	covers (1)
	COVID (1)
	Cramer (1)
	create (1)
	created (1)
	credibility (4)
	credible (12)
	creed (1)
	crime (1)
	Crimea (1)
	crimes (2)
	crisis (6)
	critical (21)
	critically (4)
	criticism (2)
	Cuba (1)
	cultural (1)
	culture (2)
	curious (1)
	current (9)
	currently (12)
	cut (1)
	cutting (1)
	cyber (20)
	cyberattack (1)
	cybersecure (1)
	cybersecurity (2)
	cyberspace (2)

	D
	D.C (1)
	Dakota (1)
	danger (3)
	dangerous (3)
	Date (13)
	dates (1)
	daughter (3)
	Davidson (27)
	Davidson's (7)
	day (8)
	days (2)
	day-to-day (1)
	deadlines (1)
	deadly (1)
	deal (2)
	debt (1)
	decade (3)
	decades (2)
	December (2)
	decide (3)
	decided (2)
	decision-making (1)
	decisions (1)
	declining (2)
	deeds (1)
	deemed (1)
	deep (2)
	deepen (1)
	deepest (1)
	deeply (1)
	de-escalate (1)
	defeat (1)
	defeating (1)
	defend (10)
	defended (1)
	defending (2)
	Defense (53)
	Defense's (1)
	defensive (2)
	definitely (2)
	degrades (1)
	delay (1)
	delays (1)
	delegation (1)
	delineation (2)
	deliver (1)
	delivered (1)
	democracy (4)
	democratic (2)
	demonstrated (2)
	denial (3)
	Department (6)
	depend (2)
	deploy (1)
	deployed (4)
	deploying (1)
	deployments (1)
	Deputy (3)
	descent (3)
	describe (2)
	described (3)
	describes (1)
	design (2)
	designed (2)
	desire (4)
	desk (1)
	despite (4)
	destroyer (1)
	destroyers (1)
	destruction (1)
	deter (8)
	determine (5)
	Deterrence (40)
	deterrent (7)
	deterrents (2)
	deterring (3)
	detrimental (1)
	devastate (1)
	devastation (1)
	develop (3)
	developed (1)
	developing (2)
	development (2)
	devoted (1)
	dialogue (1)
	differ (1)
	difference (1)
	differences (1)
	different (11)
	dignity (1)
	dimension (1)
	diplomacy (4)
	diplomatic (5)
	diplomats (2)
	direct (2)
	directions (1)
	directly (3)
	Director (1)
	Dirksen (1)
	disadvantage (1)
	disagree (1)
	disasters (2)
	discipline (3)
	discrimination (4)
	discuss (4)
	discussed (3)
	discussion (8)
	discussions (3)
	disease (2)
	display (1)
	disputed (1)
	distance (1)
	distant (1)
	distinguished (1)
	distorting (1)
	disturbing (1)
	dive (1)
	diverse (1)
	diversity (3)
	divestment (1)
	dividends (1)
	documents (1)
	DoD (3)
	DoD's (1)
	doing (11)
	domain (11)
	domains (2)
	Donald (1)
	double (1)
	doubt (1)
	drastic (1)
	draw (1)
	drinking (1)
	drugs (1)
	dual-carrier (1)
	Duckworth (6)
	due (1)
	duties (1)
	duty (1)
	dynamic (2)
	dynamics (1)

	E
	earlier (10)
	early (4)
	earthquakes (1)
	Earth's (1)
	ease (1)
	easier (3)
	East (4)
	economic (7)
	economy (2)
	edge (2)
	education (1)
	effect (1)
	effective (5)
	Effectively (4)
	effectiveness (1)
	Effects (1)
	effort (9)
	efforts (17)
	eight (1)
	either (2)
	electronic (1)
	elements (4)
	elevators (1)
	emboldened (1)
	emerged (1)
	emerging (1)
	emphasize (1)
	employees (1)
	employer (1)
	emulations (1)
	enable (1)
	enabling (2)
	encircle (1)
	encompassed (1)
	encounter (1)
	encourage (4)
	encouraged (3)
	encouragement (1)
	endangering (1)
	ended (2)
	endorse (1)
	endured (1)
	enemy (1)
	energy (1)
	engage (4)
	engagement (7)
	engaging (1)
	engineers (1)
	enhance (2)
	enhanced (1)
	enjoyed (2)
	enlarge (1)
	ensure (29)
	ensuring (3)
	enter (5)
	entered (1)
	enterprise (1)
	enthusiastically (1)
	entire (7)
	entirety (1)
	entities (1)
	environment (8)
	environmentals (1)
	equipment (4)
	equipped (1)
	Ernst (9)
	eroded (1)
	erosion (4)
	eruptions (1)
	especially (2)
	essence (2)
	essential (2)
	essentially (1)
	established (2)
	establishing (2)
	estimates (1)
	et (1)
	event (4)
	events (8)
	evidence (1)
	evidenced (1)
	evident (2)
	evolve (1)
	evolving (1)
	exact (2)
	example (11)
	examples (2)
	exceed (1)
	exchange (1)
	excuse (2)
	execute (10)
	executed (5)
	executing (2)
	execution (1)
	Executive (1)
	exercise (3)
	exercises (9)
	Exercising (2)
	exist (1)
	existing (1)
	exists (2)
	expand (7)
	expanded (1)
	expands (1)
	expect (1)
	expected (2)
	expensive (1)
	experience (3)
	experienced (3)
	experiences (2)
	experiment (1)
	experts (1)
	expiring (1)
	explain (1)
	exploitation (1)
	explored (1)
	express (1)
	expressing (1)
	extend (3)
	extends (1)
	extent (3)
	extreme (2)
	extremely (15)
	extremist (1)
	eye (2)
	eyes (1)

	F
	F/A-XX (2)
	F-18 (1)
	F-18s (1)
	F-22 (3)
	F-22s (1)
	F-35 (5)
	F-35s (2)
	face (4)
	faced (1)
	faces (1)
	facilities (2)
	Facility (2)
	facing (1)
	fact (7)
	fail (2)
	failure (1)
	fair (8)
	fait (1)
	faithfully (1)
	Faller (1)
	Fallon (1)
	false (3)
	families (11)
	family (11)
	family's (1)
	Fantastic (1)
	far (1)
	fare (1)
	fashion (1)
	faster (2)
	fate (1)
	fatigue (2)
	favor (1)
	favors (1)
	FBI (1)
	February (4)
	Federal (1)
	feel (3)
	fewer (2)
	fielding (1)
	fifth (2)
	fifth-gen (1)
	fifth-generation (11)
	fight (7)
	fighter (7)
	fighters (7)
	figure (2)
	Fiji (1)
	fill (1)
	final (2)
	finally (1)
	find (4)
	Fire (1)
	fires (1)
	fireworks (1)
	first (18)
	first-ever (2)
	first-hand (2)
	Fischer (10)
	five (3)
	five-minute (1)
	fix (1)
	flag (1)
	flash (2)
	Fleet (19)
	flies (1)
	flights (1)
	float (1)
	Flu (1)
	flying (1)
	focus (7)
	focused (3)
	folks (2)
	follow (2)
	followed (1)
	following (2)
	follow-on (1)
	follows (1)
	FON (1)
	FONOPS (6)
	FONs (1)
	football (2)
	footprint (2)
	force (31)
	Forces (42)
	Ford (4)
	Ford-based (1)
	foreign (3)
	foresee (1)
	forgot (1)
	form (12)
	formal (1)
	former (4)
	forming (1)
	forth (1)
	forward (30)
	forward-deployed (1)
	forward-positioned (1)
	forward-positioning (2)
	found (1)
	foundation (1)
	foundational (6)
	foundationally (1)
	four (3)
	fraction (1)
	frank (1)
	frankly (2)
	free (4)
	Freedom (6)
	freely (1)
	frequent (1)
	frequently (1)
	friction (1)
	Friday (1)
	friendlier (1)
	friends (1)
	friendship (1)
	front (3)
	front-line (1)
	Fuel (1)
	full (1)
	fully (4)
	funded (1)
	funding (6)
	funds (2)
	further (4)
	furthers (1)
	future (11)

	G
	gain (2)
	gained (1)
	Gallup (1)
	game (2)
	game-changer (1)
	gaming (1)
	gap (3)
	gaps (1)
	Garden (1)
	GDS (4)
	gender (2)
	General (15)
	generally (2)
	generate (11)
	generated (1)
	generates (2)
	generating (1)
	Generation (5)
	generous (1)
	geography (2)
	geopolitical (1)
	getting (6)
	Gilday (4)
	Gillibrand (9)
	give (12)
	Given (8)
	gives (2)
	giving (1)
	glad (2)
	global (6)
	globally (3)
	globe (4)
	go (12)
	goal (4)
	goals (2)
	goes (3)
	going (38)
	good (26)
	good-faith (1)
	gotten (2)
	governing (1)
	government (4)
	governmental (1)
	government's (1)
	government-wide (1)
	GRADE (2)
	grandkids (2)
	gray (1)
	great (15)
	greater (10)
	greatest (7)
	grief (1)
	group (2)
	groups (4)
	growing (1)
	growth (3)
	Guam (14)
	guarantee (1)
	guaranteed (1)
	guard (4)
	Guards (2)
	Guardsman (1)
	guess (1)
	Guidance (2)
	guided (2)
	guidelines (1)
	gunman (1)
	guy (1)

	H
	hack (1)
	hackers (1)
	half (4)
	halting (1)
	hand (1)
	handle (2)
	happen (4)
	happened (2)
	happy (1)
	Hara (1)
	harassment (6)
	Harbor (3)
	hard (2)
	hardest (1)
	hardware (1)
	Harker (1)
	harm (1)
	harmed (1)
	harmful (1)
	harpoon (1)
	hate (5)
	hateful (2)
	Havana (1)
	Hawaii (8)
	Hawaii's (1)
	Hawley (14)
	head (3)
	headquarters (1)
	heads (1)
	health (1)
	hear (4)
	heard (5)
	hearing (13)
	heart (1)
	heavily (1)
	held (1)
	help (6)
	helpful (4)
	helps (1)
	hiccups (1)
	Hicks (2)
	high (3)
	higher (1)
	highlight (7)
	highlighted (12)
	highlights (1)
	highly (1)
	Hill (3)
	Hirono (18)
	history (3)
	hit (1)
	hold (1)
	home (3)
	homeland (1)
	Hon (3)
	Honea (1)
	Hong (2)
	honor (1)
	honored (2)
	hope (8)
	hopefully (4)
	Hornet (1)
	horrific (1)
	hospital (2)
	host (1)
	hosted (1)
	hosting (1)
	hosts (1)
	hotel (1)
	hours (3)
	House (1)
	Huge (1)
	human (5)
	humanitarian (4)
	humbled (1)
	hundred (1)
	hundreds (1)
	Huntsville (1)
	hurdle (1)
	hurt (1)
	hybrid (1)
	hypersonic (2)
	hypersonics (3)

	I
	idea (6)
	identified (10)
	identifies (3)
	identify (5)
	identifying (1)
	idly (1)
	ignorantly (1)
	II (1)
	IMET (2)
	immediate (1)
	immensely (1)
	impact (9)
	impacting (1)
	impacts (2)
	impede (1)
	imperative (2)
	implement (1)
	Implementation (1)
	implemented (1)
	implementing (2)
	importance (8)
	important (44)
	impressed (2)
	impression (1)
	improve (2)
	improved (2)
	improvement (1)
	improving (3)
	inappropriate (1)
	inaudible (1)
	incidents (1)
	include (7)
	included (2)
	includes (1)
	including (4)
	incoming (1)
	incorporate (1)
	increase (7)
	increased (5)
	increases (1)
	increasing (6)
	increasingly (3)
	incredibly (3)
	independence (1)
	independent (1)
	India (22)
	Indian (3)
	India's (1)
	indicated (3)
	indication (1)
	indicator (2)
	indigenous (2)
	individual (2)
	Indo (3)
	Indonesia (1)
	Indonesians (1)
	INDO-PACIFIC (36)
	Indo-Pacific's (1)
	INDOPACOM (29)
	INDOPACOM's (6)
	industrial (1)
	ineffective (1)
	inert (1)
	infiltrate (1)
	infiltrated (1)
	influence (9)
	influencers (1)
	inform (1)
	information (5)
	informational (2)
	infrastructure (2)
	Inhofe (16)
	Inhofe's (2)
	inhospitable (1)
	initial (2)
	initially (1)
	Initiative (13)
	initiatives (2)
	injured (1)
	injuries (2)
	innovative (1)
	in-person (1)
	insecurity (1)
	inside (2)
	insights (1)
	inspired (1)
	installed (1)
	instance (1)
	instigate (1)
	instill (1)
	instituted (1)
	integrate (1)
	integrated (7)
	integrating (3)
	intelligence (1)
	intend (1)
	intended (1)
	intends (1)
	intense (1)
	intent (3)
	intention (1)
	interactions (2)
	interagency (1)
	interest (7)
	interested (2)
	interests (4)
	Interim (1)
	International (17)
	interoperability (7)
	interoperable (2)
	interpretations (1)
	interrupt (2)
	interrupted (1)
	intertwined (1)
	intrigued (1)
	introduce (3)
	introduced (2)
	introduction (2)
	invade (4)
	invaded (2)
	invasion (4)
	invest (4)
	investing (1)
	investment (3)
	investments (1)
	invoke (2)
	IOC (1)
	Iranian (2)
	Iranians (1)
	Iraq (1)
	IRS (1)
	ISLAND (3)
	island-building (1)
	islands (6)
	ISR (3)
	issue (9)
	issues (11)
	item (2)
	its (12)

	J
	Jack (2)
	JAMES (1)
	jammers (1)
	January (2)
	Japan (16)
	Japanese (4)
	Japan's (1)
	Jessica (3)
	jet (1)
	Jethro (1)
	Jim (1)
	Jinping (3)
	job (5)
	JOHN (8)
	join (1)
	joined (2)
	joining (1)
	joint (19)
	Jong (1)
	Jr (2)
	judging (1)
	junior (2)
	justify (1)

	K
	Kaine (10)
	Kapoi (2)
	KC-135s (1)
	keep (14)
	keeping (1)
	Kelly (1)
	Ken (1)
	Kerry (6)
	key (7)
	kidding (1)
	kids (2)
	Kim (1)
	kind (13)
	kinds (1)
	King (9)
	knock-down (1)
	know (60)
	known (2)
	knows (1)
	Kong (2)
	Korea (16)
	Korean (2)
	Koreans (2)
	Kung (1)
	Kurt (1)

	L
	labeled (1)
	lack (3)
	land (5)
	land-based (1)
	landings (1)
	language (2)
	large (1)
	larger (2)
	largest (5)
	lastly (1)
	Latin (1)
	launch (2)
	launched (1)
	launching (2)
	Laura (3)
	law (7)
	laws (4)
	LCS (1)
	lead (4)
	leader (2)
	leader-level (1)
	leaders (3)
	leadership (4)
	leading (3)
	learned (1)
	learning (1)
	leave (4)
	led (1)
	legal (2)
	legislation (4)
	legislative (1)
	length (2)
	lens (3)
	lenses (1)
	lessened (1)
	lethal (5)
	level (6)
	levels (3)
	liberty (1)
	life (1)
	light (2)
	lighter (1)
	Like-minded (1)
	linchpin (1)
	Lincoln (2)
	line (14)
	lines (5)
	link (1)
	linkage (1)
	linked (1)
	links (1)
	linkups (1)
	Lisa (1)
	list (1)
	listed (1)
	listen (3)
	listening (2)
	literally (1)
	little (16)
	live (1)
	lives (2)
	located (1)
	location (4)
	logistic (2)
	logistical (1)
	logistics (6)
	long (3)
	longer (1)
	longer-term (1)
	long-range (2)
	long-term (1)
	look (38)
	looked (3)
	looking (3)
	looks (2)
	Los (1)
	loss (1)
	lot (13)
	love (3)
	low (3)
	lower-ranking (1)
	Lung (3)
	Lung's (1)

	M
	ma'am (7)
	magnitude (2)
	main (5)
	mainland (3)
	maintain (6)
	Maintaining (4)
	maintains (1)
	major (4)
	making (2)
	Malabar (1)
	malfunction (1)
	malign (3)
	man (2)
	managed (1)
	managing (2)
	Manchin (13)
	maneuverable (1)
	manmade (1)
	man-made (1)
	manner (2)
	March (6)
	Marine (5)
	Marines (2)
	maritime (1)
	marking (1)
	martial (1)
	martials (1)
	mass (1)
	Master (3)
	materialize (1)
	materializing (1)
	matter (4)
	McConville (1)
	McMaster (3)
	McMaster's (1)
	mean (10)
	meaning (1)
	means (3)
	meant (1)
	measured (1)
	measures (2)
	mechanism (2)
	medical (2)
	medium (1)
	meet (4)
	meeting (7)
	meetings (2)
	meets (1)
	Member (6)
	Members (9)
	memorial (2)
	men (6)
	mention (1)
	mentioned (9)
	Mercy (1)
	message (9)
	met (2)
	Michigan (1)
	microphones (1)
	middle (2)
	might-equals-right (1)
	miles (2)
	militarize (2)
	militarized (2)
	military (68)
	military-to-military (1)
	Milley (2)
	mil-to-mil (1)
	mind (2)
	mine (1)
	minute (1)
	minutes (2)
	miscalculation (1)
	missile (15)
	missiles (4)
	mission (12)
	missions (2)
	mix (1)
	Mm-hmm (1)
	Mobile (1)
	models (1)
	modernization (1)
	moment (2)
	momentum (1)
	money (4)
	monitor (3)
	monitoring (1)
	month (4)
	months (3)
	moratorium (1)
	morning (2)
	motive (1)
	moving (2)
	multilateral (4)
	multiple (2)
	munitions (3)
	murders (1)
	muster (1)
	mute (1)
	mutual (1)
	mutually (1)
	Myanmar (1)
	mysterious (1)

	N
	naively (1)
	name (3)
	nation (6)
	National (20)
	nations (12)
	nation's (1)
	natural (2)
	nature (3)
	Naval (8)
	Navigation (5)
	Navy (19)
	Navy's (1)
	NDAA (2)
	near (6)
	near-term (1)
	necessary (5)
	necessity (1)
	need (43)
	needed (23)
	needs (4)
	negative (2)
	negatively (4)
	Nellis (1)
	nesting (1)
	network (2)
	networked (1)
	networks (1)
	Nevada (4)
	never (2)
	new (9)
	next-gen (1)
	next-generation (1)
	NGAD (4)
	nickname (2)
	no-FONOPS (1)
	NOMINATION (12)
	nominations (1)
	nominee (4)
	nominees (1)
	non-military (1)
	normal (1)
	norms (1)
	North (11)
	NORTHCOM (1)
	northern (3)
	notably (1)
	note (1)
	noteworthy (2)
	notice (2)
	notion (1)
	NSC (1)
	nuclear (12)
	number (15)
	numbers (5)
	nurtures (1)

	O
	Oahu's (1)
	oath (1)
	Obama (2)
	objectives (1)
	observe (1)
	obvious (1)
	obviously (3)
	occurring (2)
	offensive (1)
	offer (2)
	offered (1)
	Offering (1)
	offers (1)
	Office (1)
	officer (1)
	official (1)
	oftentimes (1)
	Oh (1)
	Okay (7)
	OKLAHOMA (1)
	old (1)
	oldest (1)
	Olympics (2)
	once (1)
	online (2)
	OPCOM (1)
	open (9)
	OPENING (2)
	opens (1)
	operability (1)
	operate (7)
	operated (1)
	operates (1)
	operating (6)
	operation (2)
	operational (5)
	operations (29)
	opinion (6)
	opinions (2)
	opportunities (7)
	opportunity (9)
	opposing (1)
	opposite (1)
	opposition (2)
	optimistic (1)
	option (1)
	options (6)
	Orbital (1)
	order (9)
	organization (2)
	organizations (1)
	organized (1)
	ostensibly (1)
	ought (1)
	outcome (1)
	outcrops (2)
	outlined (1)
	outpaced (1)
	overall (1)
	overcome (3)
	overestimating (1)
	overly (1)
	overmatch (2)
	overrun (1)
	overseeing (1)
	oversight (1)
	overwhelmed (1)
	owe (2)

	P
	Pac (1)
	PACFLEET (1)
	Pacific (38)
	pacing (3)
	PACOM (4)
	page (1)
	paid (2)
	pandemic (3)
	pandemics (1)
	paramilitary (1)
	Paris (3)
	parity (2)
	Part (15)
	participated (3)
	participating (1)
	participation (1)
	particular (2)
	particularly (7)
	partner (11)
	partnered (1)
	partners (51)
	partnership (5)
	partnerships (6)
	Party (5)
	pass (1)
	passed (1)
	path (4)
	Patriot (1)
	pay (3)
	PDI (20)
	peace (4)
	peacetime (1)
	Pearl (3)
	pending (1)
	people (8)
	percent (4)
	percentage (2)
	percentages (1)
	Perdue (1)
	permanent (1)
	persistent (2)
	person (2)
	personal (2)
	personally (2)
	personnel (5)
	perspective (7)
	persuade (1)
	Peters (8)
	Philip (1)
	Philippines (1)
	phone (2)
	physical (1)
	pick (1)
	picture (1)
	piece (1)
	pilot (3)
	PLA (5)
	place (12)
	places (2)
	plague (1)
	plan (9)
	planes (1)
	planet (1)
	planned (1)
	planning (6)
	plaque (1)
	PLA's (1)
	platform (2)
	platforms (1)
	play (3)
	played (1)
	playing (1)
	plays (1)
	please (16)
	pleased (2)
	pleasure (2)
	plug (1)
	PMTEC (1)
	point (15)
	points (1)
	Pole (1)
	policies (3)
	policy (4)
	policymakers (1)
	poll (1)
	pony (1)
	population (3)
	posed (2)
	position (15)
	positioned (1)
	positions (1)
	possible (5)
	possibly (1)
	poster (1)
	posture (11)
	postured (2)
	potential (4)
	potentially (1)
	power (11)
	powerful (1)
	practices (1)
	PRC (6)
	precision (3)
	predecessor (1)
	predicted (1)
	preparations (2)
	prepare (3)
	prepared (8)
	presence (9)
	Present (2)
	presented (1)
	presents (1)
	President (9)
	President's (1)
	presiding (2)
	pressing (1)
	pressure (1)
	presume (1)
	pretty (2)
	prevalent (1)
	prevent (3)
	Prevention (2)
	prevents (1)
	previous (2)
	previously (1)
	primarily (2)
	prior (1)
	priorities (5)
	prioritize (2)
	prioritized (1)
	priority (13)
	privilege (2)
	probably (3)
	problem (8)
	problems (3)
	process (1)
	procuring (1)
	produce (1)
	producing (1)
	production (1)
	professional (1)
	professionally (1)
	professionals (1)
	profile (1)
	profound (2)
	program (10)
	programs (1)
	progress (1)
	projected (2)
	projection (1)
	projections (1)
	proliferation (1)
	promise (5)
	promised (1)
	promises (3)
	promoting (1)
	proposed (2)
	prospects (1)
	prosperity (2)
	protect (13)
	protected (1)
	protecting (2)
	protection (3)
	proud (2)
	proven (1)
	provide (9)
	provided (1)
	provides (2)
	providing (6)
	public (6)
	published (1)
	pull (2)
	pulling (2)
	purchase (1)
	purchased (1)
	purchasing (3)
	purpose (1)
	purposes (1)
	pursuant (1)
	pursue (2)
	pursuing (3)
	pushing (2)
	put (8)
	puts (1)
	putting (1)

	Q
	Quad (18)
	Quadrennial (1)
	quadruple (3)
	quadrupled (1)
	qualification (1)
	qualified (1)
	question (12)
	questioned (2)
	questions (14)
	quick (4)
	quicker (1)
	quickly (6)
	quietly (1)
	quite (4)
	quo (2)
	quorum (1)
	quote (11)
	quoted (1)

	R
	race (1)
	racist (4)
	radar (1)
	radars (1)
	raise (1)
	raised (1)
	rally (1)
	ramp-up (1)
	range (1)
	ranges (3)
	Ranking (5)
	ranks (3)
	rapid (2)
	rapidly (2)
	Raptors (1)
	rarely (1)
	rate (1)
	rationale (1)
	reach (5)
	readiness (4)
	ready (9)
	real (5)
	realistic (1)
	realize (3)
	really (18)
	REAPPOINTMENT (2)
	reason (6)
	reasons (2)
	reassurance (1)
	reassure (1)
	recall (2)
	recapitalize (1)
	receives (1)
	recipe (1)
	recognition (1)
	recognize (12)
	recognized (1)
	recognizing (1)
	recommendations (5)
	recommended (1)
	reconstitution (1)
	record (3)
	records (4)
	recruit (2)
	recruiting (1)
	Red (3)
	reducing (1)
	Reed (47)
	refer (2)
	referenced (1)
	reflect (2)
	regard (7)
	regarding (2)
	Regardless (2)
	region (64)
	regional (7)
	regionally (1)
	regularly (1)
	regulations (1)
	reiterate (2)
	rejuvenation (1)
	related (2)
	relation (2)
	Relations (3)
	relationship (7)
	relationships (10)
	released (1)
	Relevant (1)
	relieve (1)
	relook (1)
	reluctant (2)
	rely (1)
	remaining (1)
	remains (2)
	remarks (3)
	remember (2)
	remind (1)
	reminded (1)
	remiss (1)
	removed (1)
	rendered (1)
	repaired (1)
	repeated (1)
	replacing (1)
	report (3)
	reported (1)
	reporting (1)
	reports (3)
	represent (3)
	representation (1)
	represents (1)
	reprisals (1)
	reputation (1)
	request (1)
	requested (4)
	requestor (1)
	requests (3)
	require (1)
	required (13)
	requirement (1)
	requires (2)
	rescue (1)
	research (1)
	resident (1)
	Residing (1)
	resilience (1)
	resiliency (3)
	resolutions (1)
	resources (5)
	respect (2)
	respective (1)
	respond (5)
	responding (1)
	response (4)
	responsibility (9)
	responsible (2)
	rest (2)
	restructure (1)
	result (2)
	results (2)
	retain (2)
	retaining (1)
	retraining (1)
	return (1)
	review (3)
	reviews (1)
	revisiting (1)
	rhetoric (2)
	RHODE (1)
	right (28)
	right-hand (1)
	rights (3)
	Ring (1)
	rise (2)
	risk (3)
	robotics (1)
	robust (2)
	rockets (1)
	Roldan (1)
	role (20)
	Romania (1)
	Room (2)
	rose (2)
	Rosen (8)
	ROTC (1)
	Rounds (9)
	Rudd (1)
	rule (1)
	rules (4)
	rundown (2)
	running (1)
	runs (1)
	Russia (7)
	Russian (3)
	Russians (2)
	Russia's (1)

	S
	S&T (1)
	S-400 (3)
	sacrifices (1)
	safe (5)
	sailors (5)
	sanction (1)
	sanctions (1)
	sanctity (1)
	satellites (3)
	satisfied (1)
	saw (4)
	saying (3)
	says (1)
	scale (2)
	scenario (3)
	scene (1)
	schedule (1)
	schooling (1)
	scientific (1)
	Scott (10)
	scrambling (1)
	SD-G50 (1)
	sea (26)
	Seapower (1)
	seat (3)
	second (5)
	secret (1)
	secretarial (1)
	Secretaries (1)
	Secretary (16)
	Secretary's (1)
	secrets (1)
	sector (1)
	secure (2)
	security (22)
	see (38)
	seeing (2)
	seek (1)
	seen (12)
	selection (1)
	Senate (2)
	SENATOR (329)
	Senators (1)
	send (5)
	sends (1)
	seniority (1)
	Senkaku (1)
	sense (9)
	sensitivity (1)
	Seoul (1)
	series (1)
	serious (1)
	seriously (4)
	serve (14)
	served (4)
	service (26)
	servicemembers (7)
	Services (7)
	serving (1)
	set (4)
	sets (4)
	setting (1)
	settlement (1)
	Seventeen (1)
	sexual (8)
	Shaheen (9)
	shape (1)
	share (2)
	shared (6)
	sharing (1)
	shift (2)
	ship (3)
	shipbuilding (1)
	shipped (1)
	ships (3)
	Shipyard (5)
	Shockingly (1)
	shooting (2)
	shores (1)
	short (3)
	shortcomings (1)
	shot (1)
	show (2)
	showcasing (1)
	showed (1)
	shown (3)
	shows (1)
	sick (1)
	signal (2)
	signators (1)
	signed (1)
	significance (2)
	significant (2)
	significantly (1)
	similar (2)
	Simply (4)
	Singapore (1)
	sir (20)
	sit (1)
	site (1)
	sites (2)
	sits (1)
	sitting (4)
	situation (1)
	six (3)
	size (3)
	skill (3)
	skillful (1)
	skirmish (2)
	skirmishes (1)
	slips (1)
	slow (2)
	small (2)
	smaller (2)
	smart (1)
	Sochi (1)
	SOF (2)
	soft (2)
	software (2)
	soldiers (1)
	solutions (1)
	solved (1)
	somewhat (1)
	soon (3)
	sooner (1)
	sophisticated (1)
	sorry (2)
	sounded (1)
	sounds (1)
	sources (1)
	South (31)
	SOUTHCOM (1)
	Southern (1)
	space (13)
	space-based (1)
	spaces (3)
	spans (1)
	speak (5)
	speaking (4)
	special (2)
	specific (1)
	specifically (4)
	spectrum (3)
	spending (3)
	spent (2)
	spoke (4)
	sponsored (1)
	SPP (1)
	spread (2)
	spring (1)
	squadrons (1)
	stability (1)
	Staff (4)
	stage (1)
	stages (1)
	stake (2)
	stand (2)
	standard (1)
	standards (3)
	standing (2)
	standpoint (6)
	stark (1)
	start (4)
	started (2)
	State (7)
	stated (4)
	STATEMENT (10)
	statements (1)
	STATES (32)
	status (4)
	stay (1)
	steal (2)
	step (4)
	stepped (1)
	stepping (1)
	steps (2)
	stockpile (7)
	stood (2)
	stop (3)
	stopping (1)
	Storage (1)
	straight (1)
	Strait (4)
	strategic (17)
	strategically (1)
	strategies (1)
	strategy (7)
	strength (5)
	strengthen (3)
	strengthened (1)
	strengthening (1)
	stress (3)
	stressing (1)
	stretching (1)
	Strictly (1)
	strike (5)
	strong (9)
	stronger (1)
	strongest (1)
	strongly (2)
	structure (4)
	study (2)
	stuff (1)
	Subcommittee (1)
	subcommittees (2)
	subdue (1)
	success (2)
	sudden (1)
	sufficient (1)
	suggests (1)
	suited (1)
	Sullivan (24)
	Super (1)
	supersonic (1)
	supplant (2)
	supply (1)
	support (31)
	supporter (1)
	supporting (2)
	supportive (2)
	supports (2)
	sure (8)
	surface (1)
	surface-to-air (1)
	surge (2)
	surprised (1)
	suspect (1)
	sustained (2)
	sustaining (1)
	sustainment (1)
	synchronization (2)
	Syndrome (1)
	system (7)
	systems (12)

	T
	table (1)
	tactical (1)
	Taiwan (60)
	Taiwanese (1)
	Taiwan's (2)
	take (17)
	taken (8)
	talk (25)
	talked (14)
	talking (4)
	tankers (2)
	tanks (1)
	target (3)
	targeting (3)
	Task (1)
	taskings (1)
	team (7)
	teams (3)
	techniques (1)
	technological (11)
	technologically (1)
	technologies (3)
	technology (6)
	tell (4)
	ten (3)
	tend (1)
	tension (1)
	term (5)
	terminology (1)
	terms (6)
	terrific (1)
	territories (1)
	terror (1)
	test (1)
	testified (5)
	testify (1)
	testimony (5)
	testing (1)
	tests (2)
	Texas (1)
	Thaad (1)
	thank (151)
	Thanks (31)
	theater (6)
	the-door (1)
	thing (3)
	things (27)
	think (103)
	thinking (2)
	thinks (1)
	third (1)
	thought (3)
	thoughtful (4)
	thoughts (8)
	thousands (5)
	threat (15)
	threaten (1)
	threatened (1)
	threatening (1)
	threats (5)
	three (4)
	three-pronged (1)
	threshold (1)
	Thursday (1)
	tie (1)
	ties (1)
	Tillis (8)
	time (28)
	timeline (1)
	timely (3)
	times (1)
	tirelessly (1)
	Title (1)
	today (28)
	today's (3)
	Tokyo (1)
	told (4)
	tolerated (1)
	Tonga (1)
	toolkit (1)
	tools (1)
	top (14)
	top-line (1)
	total (1)
	touch (1)
	tough (1)
	track (3)
	trade (2)
	trading (1)
	traditional (1)
	trafficking (1)
	tragic (2)
	train (4)
	trained (1)
	training (12)
	transfer (1)
	transits (1)
	translate (1)
	transparent (1)
	trap (1)
	treat (1)
	treaty (6)
	tremendous (2)
	trend (1)
	trick (1)
	trilateral (1)
	trip (1)
	troops (1)
	troubled (1)
	truly (1)
	Trump (2)
	Trust (1)
	trusting (1)
	try (4)
	trying (3)
	tsunami (1)
	tsunamis (1)
	Tuberville (7)
	Tuesday (1)
	Tull (1)
	turn (3)
	twice (2)
	two (11)
	two-thirds (3)
	type (3)
	types (1)

	U
	U.S (43)
	U.S.-China (1)
	U.S.-India (1)
	ultimately (4)
	UN (1)
	unable (3)
	unacceptable (1)
	unaware (2)
	uncertainty (1)
	UNCLOS (2)
	undermines (1)
	underpinned (1)
	underpinning (1)
	underride (1)
	underscored (1)
	understand (17)
	understanding (2)
	understands (2)
	understood (1)
	undertaken (2)
	undertaking (1)
	underway (4)
	unfunded (3)
	unit (2)
	UNITED (29)
	units (1)
	unknown (1)
	unnecessary (1)
	unrestricted (1)
	Un's (1)
	unusual (1)
	unwanted (1)
	upcoming (1)
	update (1)
	updated (1)
	urge (1)
	urgency (10)
	urgent (1)
	use (6)
	useless (1)
	uses (1)
	USINCOPACOM (1)
	USINDOPACOM (1)
	USN (2)
	USS (1)
	utility (1)
	utilize (1)
	Uyghurs (1)

	V
	vaccinate (1)
	vaccine (1)
	vaccines (2)
	vague (3)
	values (9)
	variety (1)
	various (1)
	vehicle (1)
	verbal (1)
	versus (1)
	vessel (1)
	vibrant (2)
	vice (1)
	victims (1)
	view (12)
	viewed (1)
	views (7)
	Vincent (1)
	violence (2)
	violent (2)
	virus (1)
	vision (1)
	visit (4)
	visited (2)
	visiting (1)
	visits (2)
	vital (1)
	voices (1)
	vote (2)
	votes (1)
	voting (2)
	vulnerabilities (5)
	vulnerability (2)

	W
	want (26)
	wanted (2)
	wants (1)
	war (7)
	warfare (4)
	warfighting (2)
	warheads (2)
	warned (2)
	Warren (8)
	Washington (1)
	watch (1)
	watched (1)
	water (2)
	waters (1)
	way (13)
	ways (4)
	weak (1)
	weaknesses (1)
	weapons (5)
	weather (1)
	Webex (9)
	week (14)
	weeks (4)
	week's (3)
	welcome (3)
	welfare (1)
	well (35)
	well-trained (1)
	went (2)
	West (11)
	western (3)
	whole-of-government (5)
	Wicker (13)
	widely (1)
	widespread (1)
	wife (3)
	willing (3)
	willingness (4)
	win (5)
	wing (1)
	Winter (2)
	witnesses (3)
	women (9)
	word (2)
	words (4)
	work (29)
	worked (2)
	workers (1)
	workforce (2)
	working (11)
	world (14)
	world's (3)
	worries (1)
	worthwhile (1)
	wounded (1)
	wrong (2)
	WTO (1)

	X
	Xi (6)

	Y
	Yang (1)
	Yaogan-31 (1)
	Yeah (4)
	year (12)
	years (26)
	year's (3)
	yield (2)
	young (1)
	younger (1)

	Z
	Zealand (1)
	zone (1)



