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1 OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM
2 RHODE | SLAND

3 Chairman Reed: Let ne call the hearing to order. Good
4 norning. Today the commttee will receive testinony from

5 Ceneral VanHerck, Conmmander, United States Northern Conmand
6 and North American Aerospace Defense Command, or NORAD, and
7 fromAdmral Craig Faller, Commander, U.S. Southern Comrand.
8 General VanHerck is appearing for his first posture hearing
9 in his current command, and Admral Faller is returning to
10 testify as SOUTHCOM Conmander, and this could be your | ast
11  hearing before the coonmittee, Admral. Thank you for your
12 dedicated service to the nation and the Navy. W appreciate
13 it very nuch.

14 I want to thank both of you, indeed, for your decades
15 of service and al so, obviously, thank your famlies for the
16 sacrifices that they have nade to support you. And on

17 behalf of the commttee, | also want you to thank the nen

18 and wonen under your comrmands for their selfless dedication
19 and service to the nation.

20 The security environnent we face today is fundanentally
21 different than even a decade ago. Near-peer conpetitors

22  China and Russia have significantly narrows the

23 technol ogi cal advantages that the U S. mlitary previously
24  enjoyed, and they threaten to contest our mlitary

25 operations across all domains, including | and, sea, air,
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cyberspace, and space. The 2018 Nati onal Defense Strategy
shifted our defense priorities to focus forenost on
strategic conpetition wth China and Russia, but we need to
better define what our objectives are for out-conpeting our
adversaries in this geopolitical rivalry.

CGeneral VanHerck, you are responsible for protecting
t he honel and, and over the | ast year that m ssion has
centered on the response to the COVID-19 pandemic. At the
request of the FEMA, NORTHCOM has depl oyed nore than 2,200
personnel at part of 25 vaccination support teans at 17
sites in nine states, adm nistering nore than 50,000 doses
daily. | understand that FEMA has di scussed with you
ranpi ng up to 100 vaccination support teanms, with the
capacity to vacci nate over 400,000 people per day. This is
in addition to the nore than 30,000 National Guard nenbers
supporting civil authorities across 46 states and 3
territories. General VanHerck, | hope you will share your
views on the challenges in scaling up this effort and any
| essons | earned regardi ng what we need |ong-termfor
addressing future pandem c threats to our nation's health
security.

NORTHCOM i s al so tasked with operating our honel and
ballistic mssile defense, the G ound-Based M dcourse
Def ense system to protect the United States agai nst an

I ntercontinental ballistic mssile attack fromrogue states.
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The threat from North Korea has only grown in recent years,
and | would be interested in hearing your assessnent of what
additional steps can be taken to better integrate our donmain
awar eness and noderni ze our m ssile defense systens,

i ncluding plans for the Next Ceneration Interceptor, and the
so-cal l ed "underl ayer" of mssile defense protection for the
honmel and.

NORTHCOM i s designated as the advocate for capabilities
in the Arctic, and plays a leading role in bringing together
t he conmbat ant commands that share responsibilities for this
increasingly critical region. As Russia and Chi na becone
nore assertive in the Arctic, It is essential that we
devel op a unified response across conbatant commands and
across the interagency, as well as in coordination wth our
allies and partners. GCeneral, | would appreciate any
updat es you can provide on this critical region.

The situation al ong our southern border has
I nplications for both NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM Despite
President Biden's termnation of the declaration of a
nati onal energency al ong the border, and ending of the
di version of funds for the border wall, roughly 3,600
mlitary personnel remain deployed in the region in support
of the Custons and Border Patrol. This raises questions
about what the Defense Departnent's role should be in a

whol e- of - gover nnent response to the situation at the

800.FOR.DEPO

www.trustpoint.one
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

southern border. |In addition, recent weeks have seen an
I ncrease in the nunber of unacconpani ed children arriving at
t he southern border seeking to escape instability and
violence in their hone countries. Wile these children need
to be cared for in a human and safe manner on a case-by-case
basis, | also believe we need to address the mgration
problemat its source, including the conditions causing
adults and children to seek asylum at our border. Admral
Faller, | would be interested in your thoughts on how the
Department can use security cooperation strategically to
build partner capabilities and institutional capacities to
counter the drivers of instability in Central Anerica.
SOQUTHCOM s traditional mssion has focused on
countering the scourge of narcotics and the threat from
transnational crimnal organizations. The growi ng influence
of China and Russia, however, threatens to further
destabilize the region, as these geopolitical rivals take
advant age of corrupt governance in the region to advance
their own strategic interests. China's nmalign financial
I nfluence, and Russian disinformation anplified on Russian-
controll ed Spani sh | anguage nedia outlets, threatens to
under m ne denocratic governnents. And in Venezuela, the
Maduro regi ne, propped up with external support from Russi a,
China, and others, has caused mllions of Venezuelans to

flee into neighboring countries, with Col onbia bearing the
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1 brunt of this exodus. Admral Faller, | aminterested in

2 your assessnent of the threat from near-peer conpetitors in
3 the SOQUTHCOM area, and how we m ght work strategically wth
4 partners in the region to build resilience to China and

5 Russia's nmalign activities.

6 I want to thank you again for being here this norning
7 and | look forward to your testinony. And | also just want
8 to note, for ny colleagues, that there will be an infornal

9 classified briefing by Admral Faller in SD-C217 i medi ately
10 following this session, until 12:30, when we nust cease, and
11 the subject will be the increasing Chinese influence in the
12 SQUTHCOM ar ea.

13 Wth that, |let ne recogni ze Senator |nhofe.
14
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STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES | NHOFE, U.S. SENATOR FROM
OKLAHOVA

Senat or I nhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you
for calling this inportant hearing. | want to al so thank
our two w tnesses, NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM As you know, ny
top priority remains ensuring the effectiveness and
| npl enentation of the National Defense Strategy -- we have
all agreed this is our roadmap. This is what we are
supposed to be doing. It is as true today as it was two
years ago -- which identifies conpetition with China and
Russia as the central challenge to the United States'
prosperity and security.

However, the growi ng influence of China and Russia is
not limted to Europe and the Indo-Pacific. Mst people,
when they think about that they tal k about the South China
Seas and ot her places where there are problens. Both
countries have shown their way that they view the Western
Hem sphere as critical terrain for fulfilling their gl obal
anbitions in challenging the United States. Admral Feller,
China and Russia are expanding their access and influence in
your ACR, through increasing arns deals, mlitary
depl oynents, and econom c¢ and di pl omati c coercion.

At the sane tine, nuch of the drugs poisoning Anerican
cities are comng fromdLatin America through the vast

i1licit networks operated by nmulti-billion-dollar crimnal
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organi zati ons. General VanHerck, you have operati onal
responsibility for the defense of the United States
honmel and. W are facing a lot of challenges fromthe
growi ng Chi nese and Russian mssile capabilities, including
advanced cruise mssiles and hypersonic mssiles. | hope
you wi Il discuss any energing gaps you foresee in our
honmel and def ense and of fer your recommendati ons for
addressing these challenges. Specifically, I aminterested
I n your views on whether waiting another decade for a new
ground- based i nterceptor makes any sense or if we need to
act sooner, given the growing threat from our adversaries.

Meanwhi |l e, we are seeing a new crisis brewng on the
sout hwest border. According to The New York Ti nes,
approximately 78,000 immgrants tried to cross the border in
January. That is double the nunber that were there fromthe
year before. So we know that is happening. W know that
his increasing. W do not have the nunbers yet of the -- |
tried to get themthis norning -- of February. W do not
have t hose nunbers yet, but we will get them and we see
that this thing is getting worse.

| have al ways said border security is a nationa
security, and ny visit to the border in August of '19
confirmed this belief. These new statistics are al arm ng,
so | hope you will address whether NORTHCOM s border support

mssion is sufficient and what we can do to better ensure

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



1 that our laws are enforced.

2 And, you know, we talk around this thing, and nobody

3 wants to talk about it. No one wants to admt it. W have
4 got a new President now and the new President has a

5 different mssion. You know, he wants everyone to |ove him
6 and | understand that. | have a picture here that | want to
7 be made part of the record. This is all these people com ng
8 across illegally, wearing their Biden t-shirts. Now this is
9 going on, you guys. Do not act like it is not. Anyway, we
10 need to face this problem

11 Thank you, M. Chairman.

12 Chai rman Reed: Thank you very nuch, Senator |[nhofe,

13 and now | et ne recognize Admral Faller for his testinony.
14
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STATEMENT OF ADM RAL CRAI G S. FALLER, USN, COVMANDER
UNI TED STATES SOUTHERN COMVAND

Admral Faller: Good norning, Chairnman Reed, Ranking
Menber | nhofe, distinguished nenbers of the conmttee. |
t hank you for the opportunity to testify before you today.
| am honored to be here with ny friend and shi pmate, General
A en VanHerck fromthe United States Northern Conmmand.

Now nore than ever, | feel a sense of urgency about the
gl obal threats we face here in our nei ghborhood, this
regi on, our home. This neighborhood is our hone. It is a
shared nei ghborhood. It is a hem sphere which is of vital
national interest to the United States.

Two of the nost significant threats we face are China
and transnational crimnal organizations. The Chinese
Communi st Party, with its insidious and corrupt influence,
seeks regi onal and gl obal econom c dom nance, in its own
version of a rules-based international order. Qur strategic
conpetition with China is global, not just in the Taiwan
Strait or the South China Sea. China is quickly growing its
I nfluence here, in our hem sphere, working on over 40 port
deal s, dishing out significant |oans for political and
econom ¢ influence, pushing for IT structure, and engagi ng
I n predatory practices like illegal, unregul ated, and
unreported fishing. W have seen nmany of these tactics in

Asia and Africa, and we cannot |let them prevail here in our
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nei ghbor hood.

Transnational crimnal organizations pose a direct
threat to our national security. They traffic in arns,
humans, drugs, and they claimtens of thousands of lives in
Anerica every year. These murderous tactics have resulted
in 43 of the 50 nost violent cities in the world being here
in this hem sphere, and they drive illegal mgration and
they allow bad actors |ike China to gain influence.

COVID-19 has hit this hem sphere hard. According to
the | M/, the economi es of Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean
shrunk 7.4 percent in 2020. The inpacts of the pandem c,

li ke a perfect storm wll alter the hem sphere for years to
cone.

In the mdst of all this, two back-to-back hurri canes
devastated Central Anmerica, causing even greater
instability. The pandem c and these unprecedented storns
struck on top of this already vicious circle of threats,
creating strong push factors for people in the region
seeking a better life, seeking security, to come with their
famlies to the United States. Despite an econony in a
tailspin, nore than five mllion refugees have fled
Venezuela in the illegitimate Maduro regi me. Mduro
continues to cling to power with the support of Cuba,
Russia, Iran, and China.

We cannot face such daunting chall enges al one. The

800.FOR.DEPO
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only way to counter these influences, these threats, is to
strengt hen partnerships. That is howwe wll in the
strategi c conpetition.

| have been inpressed with nations who have worked
shoul der-to-shoulder with us, despite the pandemc, to
counter threats. Nations |ike Col onbia, whose professiona
forces have stepped up in the mdst of the pandemc to
conduct counter-transnational crimnal organizations with
dozens of other nations, and nations |ike Brazil, who sent
their airborne conpany to our high-end training with the
United States Arny at Fort Pol k, Loui siana.

Good nei ghbors are here when you need help, and that is
what the United States did in SOUTHCOM when COVID hit. W
stepped up with our humanitarian assi stance program
contributing over 450 projects in 28 countries. Overall,
the United States is the |eader in humanitarian assi stance
in COVID in Latin Amrerica and the Cari bbean.

SOUTHCOM wor ks every day to build readi ness with our
trusted mlitary and security partners. W do this through
security cooperation. This includes institution capacity-
bui |l di ng, |egal training, education, |IMET, and exerci ses.
We focus on devel oping professional mlitary forces that
know how to fight and use the |lawful use of mlitary force.
We focus on human rights training, Wnen, Peace, and

Security prograns, and NCO devel opnent. Modest investnents
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1 in these prograns and intelligence, surveillance, and

2 reconnai ssance, and our presence, our posture, go a |long way
3 in this hem sphere and will help our partners counter these
4 global threats.

5 Finally, our success would not be possible w thout the
6 nmen and wonen of our SOUTHCOM team W are taking proactive
7 steps to protect them from unacceptabl e behaviors, |ike

8 sexual assault and harassnent, racismand extremism W

9 take these threats seriously. They are a cancer to our

10 readiness, and it is the right thing to do.

11 M. Chai rman and Ranki ng Menber I|nhofe, on behal f of
12 the SOUTHCOM team t hank you for the trust you place in us,
13 and I look forward to our discussion and questions today.
14 [ The prepared statenent of Admral Faller follows:]
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1 Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Admiral. General VanHerck,

2 please.
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL GLEN D. VANHERCK, USAF, COMVANDER,
UNI TED STATES NORTHERN COMVAND AND NORTH AMERI CAN AEROSPACE
DEFENSE COMVAND

General VanHerck: Chairman Reed, Ranki ng Menber
| nhofe, and the distinguished nenbers of the commttee, it
is a privilege to testify with you here today. | am honored
to serve as the Commander of the United States Northern
Command and North Anerican Aerospace Def ense Command, and |
amgrateful to appear alongside Admral Faller, as SOUTHCOM
is a crucial partner in honel and defense.

USNORTHCOM and NORAD are separate commands charged with
the critical mssion of defending the United States and
North America, respectively. USNORTHCOMis the U. S.
geogr aphi ¢ conbat ant conmand responsi ble for the defense of
t he honel and, defense and support of civil authorities, and
t heater security cooperation for Canada, the Bahamas, and
Mexi co. NORAD is the bi-national conmand that provides
aer ospace warni ng, airspace control, and nmaritinme warning
for the United States and Canada.

USNORTHCOM and NORAD s servi cenenbers and civilians are
executing the Secretary of Defense's top priority by
standi ng watch to defend our nation against all threats,
whet her posed by conpetitors, natural disasters, or a
pandem c. Over the last year, NORAD fighters, tankers, and

airborne early warning aircraft responded to nultiple
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i ncursions into our Air Defense Identification Zones,

mul tiple ships sortied under USNORTHCOM Operation Control to
defend our maritinme approaches, and USNORTHCOM synchroni zed
t he Departnent of Defense's support to | ead Federal agencies
as thousands of servicenenbers deployed within the
USNORTHCOM area of responsibility to aid states and | ocal
communities in the fight agai nst coronavirus.

Today, thousands of servicenenbers are providing
| i fesavi ng vaccinations to our citizens. No matter the
threat, we are always ready to defend the lIives of our
citizens and our honel ands.

Ri ght now, as we confront the scourge of this pandem c,
the threats we face and the pace of change in the
geostrategi c environnent continue to advance. W have
entered an era of renewed gl obal conpetition, and this tine
we are facing two peer conpetitors, both nuclear arned. W
must adapt to the chall enges posed by this reality.

Since the first GQulf War, the United States mlitary
has focused on projecting power forward to confront rogue
regi nes, violent extrem st organizations, and other
potential adversaries who threated Anerican interests. W
trusted in our nuclear deterrent and an assured power
project capability, as well as the bl essings of geography,
to prevent an attack on our soil

In parallel, our conpetitors expanded the definition of

800.FOR.DEPO
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conpetition into econom c and informational areas, and have
aggressively advanced their own mlitary capabilities to
hol d our honel ands at risk, both kinetically and non-
kinetically. Those efforts were predom nantly focused on

| ong-range stri ke, inproved delivery platforns, cyber
capabilities intended to circunvent our defenses from al
directions and in all domains, and exploiting a perceived
gap between our foundational nuclear deterrent and our
conventional honel and defense deterrent capabilities.

Concurrently, the rise of transnational crimna
organi zati ons and the subsequent strains on governance and
the instability they create has created additional
opportunities for our conpetitors that they are working to
expl oit today.

We nust out pace our conpetitors by accel erating our own
efforts to transformour culture, investing in our people to
grow both talent within the ranks and counter extrem st and
destructive behaviors anti-ethical to our values. W nust
i nvest early and often in relationships with allies and
partners to develop a gl obal team of |ike-m nded nati ons,
and we nust factor honel and defense into every strategy,
pl an, force managenent, force design, as well as all aspects
of acqui sitions and budget, so we deter in conpetition, de-
escal ating crisis, and defeat in conflict. To do this both

USNORTHCOM and NORAD are concentrating efforts on buil ding
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our capability to deter, and, if needed, defend agai nst
I ncreasi ngly advanced all -domain threats.

Together with the Canadi an Arnmed Forces we are in the
early stages of NORAD noderni zati on and buil di ng additi onal
mlitary capabilities in the Arctic. 1In coordination with
the Mssile Defense Agency, United States Strategi ¢ Comrand,
and United States SPACECOM we are mai ntaining and inproving
our ballistic mssile defense capability.

In order to bal ance our readiness for crisis and
conflict, while also staying in global conpetition, we are
pl acing significant enphasis on |left-of-launch framework.
This framework will increase decision space, uncovering nore
deterrents and de-escal ati on options vice end-ganme defeat.
We are advocating for investnent in all-domain awareness, to
generate a | ayered sensing grid and a | ayered defense
approach that enphasi zes the use of an open sensor data
architecture and machi ne-enhanced processing in order to
achi eve informati on dom nance and deci si on superiority.
Through i nformati on dom nance we will grant deci sion-nakers
I ncreased deci sion space and build flexible response options
to deter, deny, and defeat every threat to the United States
and Canada.

| amgrateful for the trust that you place in United
States Northern Conmmand and NORAD, and both conmmands take

solem pride in our responsibility to defend our honel ands.
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W will forever have the watch
2 Thank you for your support and tine, and I | ook forward
3 to answering your questions.

4 [ The prepared statenent of Ceneral VanHerck follows:]
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Chai rman Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, Ceneral, and
before we begin | want to rem nd ny col | eagues of the
procedur es.

Since it is inpossible to know exactly when our
col | eagues who wll be joining via the conputer arrive, we
will not be follow ng our standard early bird timng rule.
| nstead, we handl e the order of questions by seniority,
alternating sides, until we have gone through everyone.
Once we reach the end, if there is anyone we m ssed we w ||
start back at the top of the list and continue until
everyone has had their turn.

W will do the standard five-mnute rounds. | ask ny
col | eagues on the conputers, and at their desk, to pl ease
keep an eye on the clock, which you should see on your
screens or right before you.

Finally, to allow for everyone to be heard, whether in
the roomor on the conputer, | ask all colleagues to pl ease
mut e your m crophone when not speaking. Thank you.

Admral Faller, again, thank you for your distinguished
service over many years. The Northern Triangle --

Guat emal a, Honduras, and El Sal vador -- is a particular
unstabl e regi on, and many of those who are seeking relief
and novi ng towards our border are comng fromthis area.
Security and human rights have deteriorated there

significantly, increased violence by crimnal organizations

20
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and narcotics distributors. And we can continue to provide
security assistance to these countries, yet corruption
remai ns ranpant and international efforts to build
capabilities are not effective.

I n Honduras, in particular, the corruption appears to
have reached the hi ghest [ evel of the governnent. The
crimnal trial in the Southern District of New York of the
Hondur an President's brother unearthed evidence of the
Hondur an Presi dent and other senior officials taking
mllions of dollars in bribes fromdrug traffickers.
Hondur an security forces are al so docunented as havi ng
engaged in gross human rights violations for years.

Gven all of this, Admral, do we need to reconsider
whet her our approach to security assistance in the Northern
Triangle countries is achieving our national objectives?

Admral Faller: The perfect stormof conditions that

you outlined, Senator, of violence, the inpact of the

pandem c, the inpact of the hurricanes has created untenable

security for the citizens, and that is why we are seeing
this flood of mgrants to our borders.

Qur focus at SOUTHCOM shoul d and remai ns in support of
U S. Governnment hold efforts. Qur diplomats in our
enbassi es, and that security cooperation is a long-term
i nvestment on the professional mlitaries. So institutional

capaci ty-buil di ng, we have a |ongstandi ng human rights
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trai ning programthat has been effective in devel opi ng
forces that know how to use force in a professional manager.

Qur Wonen, Peace and Security Program has proven to be
a gane-changer. Those nations want to nodel and enul ate our
success. Qur NCO devel opnent, our INMET, there is an
appropriate place, noving forward, Senator, for our |ong-
term engagenment with our partners. They nodel their
prof essionalismafter us, and | can trust elenents of the
Honduran and Guatenmal an forces. W vet them W work with
our interagency.

Chairman Reed: It seenms, in those areas, and other
areas around the world, we have invested a great deal in the
mlitary, and we have devel oped effective mlitary forces,
but so much of this is a |l aw enforcenent issue and a
judicial issue. And we do not seem-- and again, this is
out si de your | ane, but a whol e-of -governnent approach woul d
seemto need nore of an investnent in training police, in
providing judicial renedies that are actual, not fictitious.
I s that your view al so? Do we need nore hel p through our
ot her agenci es?

Admiral Faller: One of the successes | have seen is
wat chi ng our ot her agencies actually engage in judicial
training prograns and noving that forward. One of our own
prograns is the Defense Legal Security Cooperation Program

the DIILS program out of Newport, Rhode |sland, where we
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work with partners on how they can devel op and effective
judicial system

| think these prograns are effective, Senator. It
takes tinme to see the results of that effectiveness. But in
t he past year, when there was a | ot of opportunity for our
partner mlitaries to commt human rights violations because
they were deeply involved in helping wwth internal security,
they stayed on the field in a professional manner, and they
di d nodel their professional behavior after the training
t hat we have been able to provide.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you. Ceneral VanHerck, | am
sorry, | have but a few m nutes, but could you give us
qui ckly sort of your takeaways fromthe COVID virus
situation, what fundanental changes we m ght have to make?

General VanHerck: Chairman, absolutely. COVID has
given us great opportunity to reflect and | earn on our
pl anni ng, as we were ready. What we have done is continued
to adapt. What we have found is that the support functions,
t he enmergency support function process through the
I nteragency is crucial, working with I ocal and state
authorities to ensure that we are synced up to provide that
response. W worked closely with DHS. W worked cl osely
with HHS, public health services, to ensure we are ready.

In addition to that, we are going back and changi ng and

updati ng our gl obal pandem c and infectious disease plan to
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ensure that we are ready and have adapted the | essons
| ear ned, Chai rman.

Chai rman Reed: Well, thank you very much, Ceneral.
Thank you both for your service.

Senator | nhofe, please.

Senator Inhofe: Thank you, M. Chairman. You know,
there is a crisis on the border. | think we all know that.
The nunmber of migrants trying to cross nore than doubled in
January 2021 fromthe year prior to that, and the nunber of
m grant children in custody has tripl ed.

Now we have cone a full circle. W do not like to talk
about it. W had weak enforcenent of our inmmgration | aws
under President OGbama, and strong enforcenent under
Presi dent Trunp, and now t he expectation of a weak
enforcenment under President Biden is driving a surge of
illegal mgrants. And that is where | have this picture
here. They are all com ng across the border, you know, they
are comng fast, and they are all wearing Biden t-shirts.

So we have got a problem down there, and | just have to
ask the question. Admral Faller, do you agree that a
strong enforcenent of the immgration |aws serves as a
deterrent against illegal mgration?

Admral Faller: Senator, all nations deserve secure
borders, and our focus has been on the heinous insecurity in

Central Anerica, caused by transnational crimna
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organi zati ons that have no respect for the rule of law, rain
vi ol ence on their population. They market in drugs and
peopl e and guns and illegal m ning, and one of the prine
sources that underwites their efforts is Chi nese noney-

| aunderi ng.

So our focus has been on the source, working with --

Senat or I nhofe: Ckay, but just a specific question.
Do you agree that strong enforcenent of inmgration | aws
serves as a deterrent against illegal mgration?

Admral Faller: The nunber one deterrent that | hear,
when | speak to all our partner nations, is the United
States judicial system | agree, Senator.

Senat or I nhofe: Ckay. And do you agree with that
al so, General? Sinple question.

CGeneral VanHerck: Chairman, as previously stated,
border security is national security. | agree that we nust
consider our laws that are in place. What we are doing
right nowis we are supporting the | ead Federal agency from
NORTHCOM whi ch is Honel and Security, that allows themto
enforce the laws that are on the book. W are providing
support in the formof aviation support, ground support
t hrough detection and nonitoring as well.

Senat or I nhofe: Ckay. But you do agree then --

CGeneral VanHerck: | do --

Senator Inhofe: -- strong enforcenent of those |aws.

25
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1 You can have all the laws on the books you want but if you
2 do not enforce the laws, it is not going to work. Do you

3 agree with that?

4 General VanHerck: | do agree with that.

5 Senator Inhofe: Very good. And Admral Faller, I ama
6 little concerned about sonething in ternms of resources down
7 there. |In your opening statenent, or it was in the witten
8 statenent, | guess it was, you said that you only receive

9 less than 1 percent of all DoD ISR only 1 percent of all

10 DoD ISR Is that right?

11 Admral Faller: Senator, intelligence drives

12 everything. That allows us to have the domai n awar eness

13 that Ceneral VanHerck spoke about, so we can then inform our
14  other interagency partners what the threats are up to. And
15 we have less than 1 percent of the ISR

16 Senat or I nhofe: You know, | read that sone tine ago,
17 and we had a visit. | tried to figure out how that could

18 be. Maybe | am m ssing sonething here. Less than 1 percent

19 of ISR comes into that area, and | do not understand. That

20 is not adequate, right?

21 Admral Faller: Senator, we are short in ISR in

22 intelligence assets and security cooperation, and we have,
23 in general, our posture is thin. W have got to be on the

24 field to conpete, Senator.

25 Senator Inhofe: Mmhmm Yeah, | agree with that.
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You know, | know the border. Back in the days when |
was enjoying life | can renmenber | was a buil der and
devel oper down there. People on the East Coast do not
understand this, but there is an island down there called
South Padre Island. It is actually -- now do not | eave
because you need to hear this -- the island down there is
140 mles |long and one block wide. And | was a builder and
devel oper down there. | know the border, and they talk
about the tough border security and what is necessary.

So | just want you to know | amfamliar with that down
there, and | think it is doing a disservice not to talk
about it. W need to enforce the border. And | do want to
have this picture nade a part of the record at this point.

[ The information follows:]
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Senator Inhofe: Wth that | will yield the floor.

Chai rman Reed: Senator Shaheen, pl ease.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank
you to both of you for your service and for being here this
mor ni ng.

Admral Faller, | want to start with you because |I find
the maps that you have given us and the statistics on these
alarmng, to say the least. On the map that shows Chinese
i nfluence, if you were going to give us a map that said

"United States influence,"” how many, for exanple, countries
could we site that are hosting Anerican infrastructure
projects, and how nmany countries are enjoying training and
mlitary support or other econom c support fromthe United
States, and how many heads of state neetings could we cite
si nce 20157

Adm ral Faller: Senator, our influence is eroding, and
that margin is shrinking, and we woul d be best able to show
that wwth arrows that have downward trends. It is inportant
that we remain engaged in this hem sphere. It is our
nei ghbor hood that proximty matters. And as you pointed
out, the Chinese see that.

We hosted a conference | ast week at SOUTHCOM wi t h our
allies -- UK, Canada, France, and the Netherlands -- who

have significant interest in ensuring a stable, secure

nei ghbor hood. And one of the foreign participants said that
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the region is in alifeboat and it is sinking in the
violence and it is sinking in Chinese influence.

VWhat | hear fromny partners is, "W hear you, Admra
Faller. W knowthat the United States mlitary is the
best. We want to partner with you, but when you are
drowni ng and you need a life ring, you are going to take the
life ring fromwhoever throws it."

Senat or Shaheen: That is disappointing. | appreciate
what you are saying and that was ny reason for the question,
because it is very clear that we are not keeping up in the
way that we should in ternms of influence and support in
Latin America.

Can | ask, when you tal k about -- Senator |nhofe raised
the 1 percent of resources that you have for SOUTHCOM and
one of the operations that you are responsible for is
counternarcotics operations. |In New Hanpshire we have been
dramatically inpacted by the opioid epidemc, and obviously
drugs com ng in across our southern border cone up
Interstate 95 all the way to New Hanpshire and northern New
England. If you were going to define what percentage of
your operations are counternarcotics, can you describe that,
and if you had nore resources would you be able to address
nore of what is happening with the transnational crim nal
organi zati ons?

Admral Faller: Senator, | would like to start by
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t hanki ng t he New Hanpshire National Guard, our state partner
for El Salvador, a critical partner, and National Guard
across our region. That is our nunber one force provider.
They have stayed engaged despite the pandemc in a way that
builds trust and partners, and helps train them \Wat our
real goal is here is to train our partner nations to take
care of their own security problens.

We cannot interdict our way out of the narcotics
problem W have got to get our partners in the gane, and
this past year, despite a pandemic, they actually increased
their performance, their involvenent up to 60 percent of all
our disruptions.

But that is still not enough. W have got to focus on

the source and the destination. And one of the key areas

t hat needs nore enphasis -- and we have really worked hard
this past year with our partners -- is in countering the
noney supply. | talked about the inportance of that, really

getting to break the back of these organizations. And |
woul d that, in that regard, the DEA has cited Chi nese noney-
| aunderi ng as the nunber one underwiter of transnationa
crimnal organi zati ons.

So it has got to be a whol e-of -governnent effort, and
we have got to work to build our partners' capacity.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you, and thank you for

your nice comments about the New Hanpshire National Guard.

30
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| agree, they have had an excellent partnership with E
Sal vador .

CGeneral VanHerck, | only have a little bit of tine
| eft, but | wanted to ask you about the inpact that you are
seeing fromclimte change on the Arctic, which we knowis
nmelting a ot of the ice there and opening up routes through
the Arctic. Wat potential inpact is that having on our
national security, and what do we need to do to respond?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, environnental change is
having a significant inpact, as it creates opportunities and
it also creates vulnerabilities. The question is, are we
postured to seize on opportunities and to defend agai nst
potential conpetition and vulnerabilities. This creates
access, access to resources. Twenty-five percent of
Russia's GDP i s dependent upon resources in the Arctic, and
both Russia and China are trying to establish new norns and
rul es and behavior for international |aw.

| understand the tinme is out here. | would |love to
talk nore to you about this subject.

Senat or Shaheen: | would | ove to hear that, and I
woul d bet if we joined the Law of the Sea Treaty we m ght be
able to better address sone of the influences that China and
Russia are doing. You do not need to respond to that.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Shaheen. Senat or
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W cker, pl ease.

Senator Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman. Admral
Fal l er, could you supplenent, on behalf of Senator Shaheen
and me, the three charts that she nmentioned? There is a
Chi nese influence, Russian influence, and Iranian influence.
Can you get back on the record and just do one that says
"U S. influence"?

Admral Faller: The U S. remains a partner --

Senator Wcker: No. WII you supplenent, on the
record, a chart? | amasking you to do that.

Admral Faller: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Wcker: Ckay. Very good. Let ne ask you
then, Admral, about the involvenent of the Coast Guard in
what you do. | amalso on the Commerce Committee where we
have oversight there, and | have grown concerned that the
Coast CGuard is not sufficiently resourced to conducts its
own m ssions, nuch | ess support what seens to be a grow ng
demand for having Coast Guard units supporting DoD m ssions
to SOUTHCOM and ot her AOCRs.

Do | have correct information there? How nmuch do you
rely on the Coast Guard not just to counter drug and ill egal
fishing mssions but also for theater engagenent with us and
our allies?

Admral Faller: The Coast Guard is a trenendous asset

for us, and they are on the field in a neaningful way. They
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are a top priority for all our partners, building capacity
and countering the threats. Despite the pandemc, the
national security cutters, the fast response cutters, these
are wel |l -manned, well-trained ships, nmaking a difference,
day in, day out, including their aircraft. W could not do
our mssion without the United States Coast Guard. They are
a principal source to counter threats in this hem sphere.

Senator Wcker: Do we have enough ships to neet your
t heater requirenents?

Admiral Faller: W do not. W do not have sufficient
Coast Guards or Navy ships to neet the requirenents. W
need additional assets and pl anes.

Senator Wcker: Ckay. General VanHerck, let's
transition then to NORTHCOM and once again | have the sane
I nterest as Senator Shaheen about the Arctic. | was pl eased
that the previous adm nistration rel eased an updat ed
strategy for the Arctic. | amafraid that we | ag behind our
peers, particularly Russia. |Is that correct?

This year the Coast Guard begins construction of the
first of a newclass if icebreakers, the Polar Security
Cutter. Six total ships have been authorized, a vast
| nprovenent over the two aging ships we have, but a far cry
fromRussia's fleet of 40.

Can you expl ain why icebreaking capability is so

critical, and do you believe it is inportant to advocate for
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CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, yes, thank you, and | agree
wth your assessnent. W are |lagging behind. Wy it is so
i mportant is you have to be on the field to play. It is
about persistence. Not only do we need to have access
t hrough persistence to break ice, to ensure that we can have
Coast Cuard cutters or potentially Navy destroyers or
cruisers in the area, we have to have comuni cati ons as well
for persistence.

| amthankful to the Conmittee for $46 mllion that got
us started with polar communications. North of 65 latitude
it is really tough to communicate. That will get us an
initial start. But | also have a require for fuel north of
Dut ch Harbor, Al aska, which will also contribute to the
persi stence of conpeting in the Arctic.

This is about persistence. W are in conpetition, as |
said in my opening statenent, and to be conpetitive with
Russia and China, specifically in the Arctic, you have to be
part of the on-the-field, if you wll. So it is crucial
that we do that and continue produci ng capabilities that
will allowus to be in the Arctic.

Senator Wcker: So fuel capabilities and
conmuni cations capabilities are now where they ought to be.
Last year the Navy was investigating the possibility of

establishing a new base in the Arctic. Have you been
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i nvol ved in any discussions with the Navy regarding
establishing a permanent base in the Arctic, and how could a
Navy base inprove your ability to execute U S. Arctic
strategy?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, to answer your guestion
directly I have not been involved in any discussions with
the Navy. | am aware of the study that was done for a
potential port, specifically with regards to None, Al aska,
which will get after the requirenent for fuel north of Dutch
Harbor. That report was conpleted by the Arny Corps of
Engi neers and submtted for congressional awareness.

Senator Wcker: Wuld this be hel pful ?

CGeneral VanHerck: Yes.

Senat or Wcker: Do you have an opi ni on?

CGeneral VanHerck: It would be hel pful to neet ny
requi renent to have fuel for that persistence to conpete
with the nations that are interested in the Arctic.

Senator Wcker: Thank you.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Wcker. Now via
Webex, Senator G 1ibrand.

Senator GIllibrand: Thank you, M. Chairman. Adnmra
Faller, as you noted in your witten testinony, Russia has
eagerly fl ooded online communities in Latin Anerica with
di sinformation intended to undermne faith in denocratic

institutions and in the United States. Separately, China is
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i nvesting heavily in information technol ogy that can be
easily mani pul ated by the Chi nese governnent through
di scretion for espionage or cyber intrusions.

Do you feel that SOUTHCOM i s adequately equi pped to do
its part to handle the separate but overl apping risks posed
by these efforts?

Admral Faller: Recently, in a visit to one of our
partner countries, | had the | eader of that country | ean
over and say, "How do | get rid of the Chinese infornmation
technol ogy that was sold to get after the violence in the
city, but then oddly appears outside the U S. Enbassy and
ot her places, which are in the nost secure parts of the
city?" These efforts have got to require a whol e-of -
gover nnent, whol e-of -worl d approach where we offer safe
technol ogy and safe, affordable solutions, noving forward.

For our part, we have really participated with U S.
Speci al Operations Conmand in standing up appropriate

I nformation capabilities to counter in the information

space, and | think that effort is nascent. It is having
sonme effect, but is very small scale, given the volune. In
Russi a al one, they had over 17 mllion disinformation hits

| ast year in social nedia. Qutside Russian |anguage, their
Spani sh | anguage social nedia is their biggest effort, and
they increased it three-fold | ast year, particularly trying

to discredit everything the United States did to help our
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partners recover fromthe pandeni c.

Senator Gllibrand: Admral, as you pointed out
earlier, while China's econom c coercion practices are only
one elenent of its strategy to exert influence in the
region, it is certainly an inportant one. |Is there a way
for SOUTHCOM and other U.S. entities to facilitate
opportunities for econom c engagenent, where we can
hi ghl i ght the benefits of working with the U S. as opposed
to China?

Admral Faller: There are sonme great efforts that
Congress has chanpi oned, the Devel opnental Fi nance Corps and
others, in support of that. | think it is incunbent on all
professionals like nyself to | earn as nmuch about the
econom c el enents as power as possible.

But then to focus on what we do best, which is working
with our partner mlitaries, supplying them professional
trai ning, professional education, and exercise prograns.
They want to partner with us. That is their North Star, and
we have got to have the right security conditions so that we
can have sustai nabl e econom cs. Businesses are fearful when
t hey cannot invest in a safe environnent.

Senator G Illibrand: Understood. General VanHerck, as
the Admral noted, it is clear that one of our biggest
chal l enges in the Western Hem sphere will be China's

t echnol ogi cal engagenent that threatens our security. Are
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we beginning to see any signs that China's grow ng
t echnol ogi cal presence in the SOUTHCOM region is forcing
NORTHCOM to rethink its strategy of howit defends its
domai n, given the close proximty between the two regi ons?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, we |look closely at China's
i nfluence. They are absolutely in the NORTHCOM AOCR,
attenpting to influence in the Bahamas, working through 5G
for exanple, the sanme thing in Mexico. W continue to
defend all domains. NORTHCOM defends our critical cyber
infrastructure with all ocated cyber protection teans, and we
work closely with CYBERCOM and NSA as well. W are the disc
synchroni zer for cyber if there is a need to provi de defense
support of civil authorities. W continually work with
civil authorities as well to assess the needs for honel and
security, as well as other agencies across the governnent.

Senator Gllibrand: Thank you. |In your witten
statenent you indicated Russia and Chi na had devel oped
hyper soni ¢ and nucl ear war head-ti pped crui se m ssiles.
North Korea is also advancing its intercontinental ballistic
m ssile program These weapons put our allies and our own
national security at risk. The current mssile defense is
based at the G ound-Based Interceptor, or GBI, which was
fielded 16 years ago.

Since that tinme we have inproved the system and grown

the size of the available arsenal. Last year, we
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NG system to inprove our defenses.

Wiile | amcl ear-eyed about the threat posed by eneny
states' mssiles, it is currently a tinme of conpeting
priorities, particularly in light of COVID. In your
opinion, can we still rely on the GBI for the foreseeable
future, and two, assum ng we need to push back on the NG
system how long can we rely on the current arsenal ?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, | amconfortable with ny
ability to defend the honel and, including Hawaii, against a
limted state actor such as DPRK, which the systemis
designed for, for the foreseeable future. The key thing is
to maintain the tineline of no |ater than 2028 for NG, to
ensure that we maintain capacity and capability to defend
against a ballistic mssile threat.

Senator Gl librand: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Gl librand. Now via

Webex, Senator Fischer, please.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman. General

VanHer ck, | appreciated our discussion |ast week and | would
like to revisit our conversation on the NG@. Senator
Gllibrand was just touching on sone points of that as well.

When you tal k about the threat that we are facing and
the advancing threat that we are seeing, do you believe that

the additional capabilities that NG w Il provide the
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war fi ghter over our current interceptor fleet are absolutely
necessary?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, | do. It gives us extra
capacity to go against threats that are devel oped that could
exceed our current GBIl inventory. |In addition to that, it
will give us capability, because the threat continues to
advance their capabilities, such as decoys and diversion
wWith that capability. So the N@ is crucial to give us that
capability. It also provides us a foundation for our
deterrence. It provides deterrence by denial. The nuclear
deterrent is the foundation, but the NG and the GBIl give us
deterrence by denial, Senator.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, sir. Also, you and |
di scussed the increasingly capable cruise mssile arsenals
that our adversaries possess and the very real threat they
pose to the honeland. |In your opening statenent you talk a
| ot about the concept of domain awareness. Can you talk
about what that neans for you, howit relates to the threats
that are posed, say, by cruise mssiles?

General VanHerck: Senator, yes. Thank you for the
opportunity. Cruise mssiles challenge our |egacy warning
systemsignificantly. They have generated very | ong-range
capabilities. They can actually shoot cruise mssiles --

t hey, being Russia -- today fromover their honel and, which

wi Il chall enge our |egacy systens.
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W do not want to be in a situation, ny persona
opi ni on, where end-gane defeat is our only option. W need
to get further left, and that starts with domai n awar eness,
| eft of the archer, if you will, before they take off,
whet her that be in a submarine, whether that be in a sea
vessel, or whether that be in a bonber, to have decision
space for our senior |eaders.

Deci si on space starts with that domai n awareness. Once
you take that domai n awar eness, whether that be from
undersea, to space, to cyberspace, and everything in
bet ween, and you use machine |learning and artificial
Intelligence capabilities, what | call information
dom nance, now we are able to get further left and give our
deci si on-nmakers deterrence capabilities beyond the
foundati on, which is our nuclear deterrents, and an end-gane
ki netic attack, which would require a response, very
escal atory in either one, Senator.

Senator Fischer: You know, you are using all sorts of
t echnol ogi es now that you are applying on your
denonstrations that NORTHCOM has conducted in this area. Do
you have ot her exanples you can share with us?

CGeneral VanHerck: Absolutely, Senator. So we have a
program cal | ed Pat hfi nder that we have noved out on over the
| ast year, that takes information data. | ama believer

that the future of conpetition, crisis, and conflict, he or
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she with the data and the information will w n.

What we have taken is an exanple. So you will
remenber, in 2015, when the gyrocopter actually flew down
fromnorth here in the National Capital Region and | anded on
the Capitol |awn, that situation, none of the sensors in the
area, whether they be the NORAD sensors that we have or
ot her sensors al one detected that target. But when we took
t he Pat hfi nder capability and we anal yzed the information,
we took information that was left on the cutting roomfl oor
that was not previously analyzed, there that gyrocopter was.

That is what | amtal ki ng about, information today that
exists in stovepi pes in governnent agencies, even within the
Departnent of Defense, that is not shared nore broadly. W
have to take advantage of data and infornmation going
forward, Senator.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, General.

Admral Faller, Nebraska's RC- 135s are frequent guests
I n your part of the world, and we know that the Air Force is
doing what it can, but there are shortfalls. Last year, you
told the Committee you only have 20 percent of the ISR that
you need, and the bul k of that amount cones from Custons and
Border Protection assets.

As a commander, you said that only 8 percent of
SQUTHCOM s overall 1SR need is net by mlitary assets. |Is

that still the case?
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Admral Faller: Senator, conpounding that 8 percent
figure we received a 46 percent cut to our |ISRrelated
budget this year, in year, so that wll significant
chal l enge our ability to understand the threats of all types
in the hem sphere. Intelligence drives everything.

Senator Fischer: So what gets left on the table as a
result of your inability to get that | SR coverage?

Admral Faller: A significant anount of novenent of
transnational crimnal organizations, our understandi ng of
what our conpetitors are up to -- Russia, China, lran. A
| ot gets left on the table that is contributing to this
violence, that is driving the instability here in the United
States and in our partner nations.

Senator Fischer: And we see their presence growng in
your conbatant conmand area, so | understand the need for
that. Thank you, Admral. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Fischer. Senator
Bl unent hal , pl ease.

Senator Bl unenthal: Thanks, M. Chairman. Thank you
both for your service and for being here today. As you
know, the COVID-19 pandem c has hit the Caribbean and South
America very hard. | amconcerned that we need to conti nue
to stay vigilant against attenpts by Russia, and nost
especially China, to exploit the suffering of our neighbors

to the south to increase their influence in the region.
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Admral Faller, in your posture statenent you stated
that China and Russia are using the COVID 19 pandemc to
gain greater influence in South Arerica. Can you explain
how that is occurring, and what would you reconmend the
United States do to maintain American influence in the
region in the face of that public health threat during that
time?

Admral Faller: The conditions that the pandem c has
caused in Latin Anerica and the Caribbean rival those of the
Great Depression here in the United States. It will take
years for the region to recover. The IMF has estimated it
as the region with the | ongest recovery tine.

W have seen, and there was a New York Tines article
today on this, China particularly nove in with a heavy-
handed mask and vacci ne di pl omacy, that they are using the
vaccines to | everage deals for their IT, their 5G and they
are using it totry to drive a wedge between sone nations
| i ke Taiwan and others in the region. This is indicative of
Chi nese gl obal coercive, insidious behavior. W are seeing
it play out. W need to stay on the field, with a whol e-of -
governnent effort, and once we have taken care of the United
States, be first with a concerted plan to take care of our
nei ghbor hood with the vacci nes here.

Senator Blunenthal: | hear you saying that we need a

much nore aggressive and, frankly, humanitarian effort in
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this part of the world, our neighboring region, in fact,
part of the Western Hem sphere famly, to take care of
people in our own enlightened self-interest.

Admral Faller: Senator, to date | have been very
proud of the U S. CGovernnent effort in PPE and ot her COVI D
rel ated supplies. W are not taking nuch credit for it, but
by far and away the single donator in this hem sphere, and
t he Departnent of Defense using our humanitarian assistance
authorities, we noved out wwth small projects at speed, over
400 projects, $54 mllion, and it nmade a real inpact. But
the next phase is going to be in vaccines and |ong-term
recovery, and we have got to be as aggressive and forward-
| eaning in that phase, | would say particularly in this
hem sphere, because the proximty here matters to the
security of the United States.

Senator Blunenthal: And it is not only a public health
crisis, it is really a very deep-seated econom c crisis
| inked to the pandem c, | hear you sayi ng.

Admral Faller: Senator, in Cctober | traveled with ny
Cvilian Deputy Conmander, Anbassador Jean Manes, a
wonder ful di plomat, great civ-m | relationship, in our
headquarters. We went on our first nultiple-day trip. W
traveled to Central Anerica, Honduras, El Sal vador,
GQuatenmal a, and Costa Rica. And the hollow I ook in the eyes

of our partners, they are struggling to fill their gas tanks
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and find food for their security forces, because of the
stress the pandem c, and the violence, has place. And this
creates real opportunities for our conpetitors who are nore
than willing to step into that violent sauce and take
advantage of it for their own interests.

Senator Blunenthal: And it has ramfications in terns
of generating flow of mgrants, the drug trade, all kinds of
other ram fications that are disruptive to our country,
potentially.

Admral Faller: Yes, Senator.

Senat or Bl unenthal : Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Blunenthal. Senator
Cotton, please.

Senator Cotton: Admral Faller, | want to speak about
the | egal conditions on the ground in the Northern Triangle
-- @uatemal a, Honduras, and El Sal vador. Do the governnents
of those three countries systematically persecute their own
citizens on the basis of race, ethnicity, sex, political
views, religious beliefs, or other such categories?

Admral Faller: Senator, when | go | amlockstep with
our enbassies, and we have got great diplonmats. W do not
see a systematic exploitation. | work with the mlitaries,
and the elenents we work with are vetted and trusted, and |
find they are doing the right thing, whether it is Honduras,

GQuat emal a, or El Sal vador.
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Senator Cotton: Thank you. | think that is a very
| nportant point. The governnents of Honduras and E
Sal vador and Guatemal a do not persecute their own citizens
systematically on the basis of race, sex, ethnicity,
religion, or political views, which is the basis for asylum
and refugee status under our laws. An economc mgrant is
not eligible for asylum They are not eligible for refugee
status. Asylumis designed for people, let's say, a Hong
Konger whose student visa expires and does not want to
return to Hong Kong now that the Chi nese Communi st Party has
cracked down on that country.

The reason we have a crisis at our border is because
Presi dent Biden and his adm nistrati on opened the border and
ended the policies of the Trunp adm nistration that nade it
cl ear you could not make the very dangerous journey across
Mexi co, you could not pay snugglers and traffickers
t housands of dollars to get to our southern border and then
expect to be let in. |If youlet themin, nore will cone.
That is why we have a crisis at the border.

General VanHerck, we have been supporting the
Depart ment of Honel and Security at the border for sone tine
now wi th DoD personnel. The nost maj or adjustnent of
nunbers was in 2018. Is that right?

CGeneral VanHerck: That is correct. In 2018 and this

year we are up to nearly 4,000, total nunbers.
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Senator Cotton: And has the status of the border
changed from 2018 to March of 20217

Ceneral VanHerck: Wen you say "status of the border,"
can you clarify?

Senator Cotton: The conditions there and whether or
not we are closer to having a secure border or do we have a
| ess secure border now than we did when this major personnel
change first started.

Ceneral VanHerck: | would defer to Honel and Security
for the security of the border. W are in direct support of
Honel and Security for that mssion. | can tell you the
nunbers of mgrants com ng across had dramatically increased
here in recent nonths.

Senator Cotton: And what kind of strain does that put
on our personnel at the border?

General VanHerck: Qur personnel being DoD?

Senator Cotton: DoD personnel.

CGeneral VanHerck: DoD continues to provide support to
Honmel and Security and Custons and Border Protection, mainly
in the detection and nonitoring. Total nunmber of 4,000 does
not place an incredible strain on the force, and has not
shown significant strategic readi ness of our ability to
acconpl i sh our m ssions.

Senator Cotton: | have seen sone nedia reports that

suggest in addition to economc mgrants, who are not
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eligible for asylum showing up at our border from Latin
Anerica, that we are now beginning to see foreign nationals
fromother countries in Africa and Asia. To you know edge,
is that correct?

General VanHerck: Senator, | amaware of intelligence
reports that corroborate exactly what you just said.

Senator Cotton: \Wat kind of threat does it pose to
our country that persons mght be traveling fromthe old
world to the new world to join these mgrant flows?

General VanHerck: | believe that we nust continue to
noni t or anybody who has nefarious desires for our country.
Honel and def ense, border security is national security which
equal s honel and defense. There will be people take
advant age of the opportunity to cone across that border.

Senator Cotton: Yeah, | could not agree nore, Genera
VanHerck. | nean, if our border is open, anyone from around
the world could get to Mexico and try to cross our border,
not just to seek a better life here but to harm or
ultimately try to kill our own people. And | go back to
this sinple point: if you let themin, nore will cone.

And the controversy you see in the nedia are m spl aced,
tal ki ng about how faster we are processing mgrants through
these detention facilities, or whether they have enough
showers or beds or cots. |If you do not let themin in the

first place, you do not have to worry about the conditions

800.FOR.DEPO

www.trustpoint.one
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

50

in the detention centers.

The Bi den adm nistration has to reverse course. There
are three sinple solutions. First, it should reapply the
public health declaration under Title 42 to all foreign
nationals, to include mnors, just like the Trunp
adm ni stration did, as the Biden admnistration still does
for adults. Second, it should renegotiate a new m grant
protect protocol with Mexico, which it tore up for no reason
on its first days in office. And third, it should re-enter
a safe third country agreenment with Guatermala. |f you are
seeki ng asylum at our border, there is no reason you cannot
seek asylumin CGuatenala. That was the | esson of the | ast
adm ni stration. Those three things alone will solve our
crisis at the border, and they could all be done tonorrow.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Cotton. Senator
Kai ne, pl ease.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair, and Admral
Faller, | want to follow up on the coments nade about the
border crisis. It is a crisis and there are inportant
things that we nust do. | want to puncture the partisan
finger-pointing that has been done, because it is a crisis,
| think that we all have to solve. The notion that this was
bad under the Gbama adm nistration, fine under the Trunp
adm ni stration, and now bad again is just not realistic.

During the Cbama adm nistration, we worked together in
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Congress on a conprehensive inmgration reformbill that
woul d have poured tens of billions of dollars into border
security. It was bipartisan in the Senate. It could go
nowhere in a Republican-dom nated House. It would not even
get a commttee hearing.

During the Trunp adm nistration, we cane up with a plan
that was bipartisan in February of 2018, that woul d have
protected Dreaners and put $25 billion into border security,
every penny that the President had asked for, and when the
bill was introduced with 16 co-sponsors -- 8 Denocrats, 8
Republicans -- the Trunp adm ni stration, having said that
they would sign the bill -- "You put it on ny desk, | wll
signit,” is what the President told nmany of us -- they
decided, within a day, that they so did not |ike Dreaners
that they were willing to turn away $25 billion in border
security.

W nissed an opportunity in 2013 to put about $40
billion into border security because of a Republican House.
W m ssed an opportunity in 2018 to put $25 billion into
border security because the President did not |ike Dreaners.

Now | do not say that to suggest that the problem at
the border is the fault of one party or another. It is a
chall enge, we all have to deal with it, and we have to find
solutions. And | share ny col | eagues' views that one of the

solutions is putting sone tough laws in place and enforcing
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them | think the asylumrules naybe need to be tightened
up.

I want to correct ny colleague. He asked you a
guesti on about asylumrules, and asked if there was
persecution for another reason, but he left out persecution
based on political status. | can assure you, in the
Northern Triangle, having lived there, there is significant
persecution in the nations in the Northern Triangl e agai nst
political dissidents, against journalists, against
environnmental activists, and there has been a history of
persecuti on agai nst indi genous people. There are sone other
groups -- ny colleague is right. They are not being
persecuted directly now, but political opponents are.

I n Honduras, where | lived, the OAS said, after the
| ast presidential election, that the el ection should be re-
run because they were so corrupt. Instead, the U S
recogni zed the corrupt governnment and then cut off aid to
the corrupt governnent, and then what we see today, as you
said, Admral Faller, is sort of a perfect storm |If we do
not invest in security and econom cs there wll be econom c
refugees, and ny colleague is right, an econom c refugee is
not entitled to asylumstatus. But nevertheless, if we are
not working to pronbte security and econom c i nprovenent,
there is a natural consequence to that.

So we need tougher border security, we need to increase
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i nvestments in security assistance in the region, and we
need to hold authoritarians accountable rather than turn a
blind eye to their m sdeeds. These are things that we can
do and we can do together.

Ceneral VanHerck, | want to ask you a question. Canada
is a pretty good ally of the United States mlitarily,
aren't they?

General VanHerck: Absolutely, Senator.

Senator Kaine: In ny conversations with the Canadi an
Foreign Mnister and the Canadian M nister of Defense, it
has been a sore point wwth themthat the U S. uses national
security waivers against themto inpose tariffs. W have
trade di sputes with Canada over m |k, over |unber products,
over all kinds of things. That is not unusual given the
si zeabl e border that we share. But they expressed to ne a
particul ar concern when the previous adm ni stration |abels
them a national security threat, and they point out, "Hey,
we fight with you in every war. W are side by side with
you in mlitary hospitals, at Landstuhl and el sewhere."

Have you heard a simlar concern expressed,

di ssatisfaction fromthe Canadi an side about U. S. using
national security, labeling thema national security threat
in order to inpose tariffs?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, ny discussions with the

M ni ster of National Defense, the Deputy, and al so the chief

800.FOR.DEPO

www.trustpoint.one
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of the defense staff, | have not been engaged or had that
di scussi on.

Senat or Kaine: GCkay. Thank you for sharing that.
Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kaine. Now via
Webex, Senat or Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairnman. Gentl enen,
good norning. | thank you for both of your continued
dedi cation to our country and for your previous service.

Let me begin. | would like to start with Adm ral
Fall er. Understanding and conbatting Russian and Chi nese
I nfl uence operations truly is critical to our national
security. Senator G Illibrand began this discussion with you
alittle while ago, tal king about what is happening in our
southern regions. Admral Faller, | wuld like to talk a
little bit about what our options are, what the tools are
that are available to you to counteract that m sinfornmation,
and what tools you nmay need right now, or what additional
assi stance you need, in order to be able to counteract sone
of the msinformation that currently is occurring.

Admral Faller: | cannot stress enough the full-court
press that China has on to gain their econom ¢ dom nance in
their version of a world order globally and in this
hem sphere, which I |ook at this hem sphere as the front

| ine of conpetition, and we have to approach that as such,
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as a U S. governnent, across all elenments of power, with the
di plomats and in the |ead, clearly.

MIlitary plays a role. Qur principal nethod to bl ock
Chinese mlitary interests, the PLA, is by staying engaged
with our partners in our exercise program our |NMET program
These are world class. China has tried to copy them They
have tried to replicate Leavenworth in Spanish and
Portuguese. W need to remain the best at what we do and
ensure we provide the volunme that is needed to all ow our
hem sphere partners to be professional and partner with us.

In the IT space, we have to stay engaged to understand
what they are up to. That goes back to intelligence
resour ces.

So | would sumthis up by saying additional
intelligence assets, continued security cooperation, and
I ncreased volune of | MET and exercises, and then enough
assets to stay on the field. That includes our small
speci al operations force teans, which are very effective.
And | ast year we received great support fromthe United
States Arny to put sone small security force assistance
teans in places |like Colonbia and Honduras, which are having
great effect, totrain. And it is only training, not
acconpany, our partners.

Senator Rounds: Thank you, Admral. GCeneral VanHerck,

ri ght now you have got, on a day-to-day basis, you clearly
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have nore individuals trying to cross the border into the
United States. There is no question about that, and clearly
that is sonething which nost certainly, in your supporting
role, will take up a fair part of your day. But at the sane
time you have one of the nost critical responsibilities out
there, defending the honel and agai nst those possibilities of
strategi c attack.

Today we have this discussion going on about the need
for the triad, the continuation of our triad, and also the
need to provide specific defense protection against incom ng
weapon systens. Can you tal k about the connectivity, or the
connecti on between having all three legs of a triad
avai |l abl e and al so needing to still have the ability to
defend the honeland, and if we were to take away any one of
the legs of the triad what that would do, in terns of
I ncreasing the challenge for you of defending the honel and
wWth mssile systens set up to protect agai nst incom ng
weapon systens?

General VanHerck: Sure, Senator. First, the nuclear
deterrent and the triad remains the foundati on of honel and
defense. | would defer to Admral Richard on specifics
about the triad. | know that the triad today was desi gned
for specific capabilities to basically take the cal cul us of
any threat and create deterrence options because of the

flexibility that the triad creates. The npbst reactive
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forces are |CBMs, the npost flexible force is the bonbers,
and certainly the nost survivable force is the submarines.
Each of those contributes significantly to honel and def ense.
We have not had a great power conflict since World War 11,
and the trial and the nuclear deterrent has been part of

t hat .

Wth that said, our conpetitors today are trying to
circunvent the nuclear triad and have devel oped, and st ated
intent, to attack the honel and because they assune they can
be successful to destroy our will, below the nuclear
threshold. | am concerned about having the ability to give
deci si on-nmakers key decision space in that realm but not
al | end-gane defeat.

And so deterrence by denial is what | talk about, and
that is giving options to senior |eaders to create doubt in
a conpetitor or adversary's mnd about their ability to
achieve their objectives with a strike on the honel and,
Senat or .

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. M tine has expired.
Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rounds. Now let ne
recogni ze Senator King via Wbex.

Senat or King: Thank you, M. Chairman, and General, |
would like to follow up on a comrent nmade at the end of her

guesti on by Senator Shaheen, and ask in your professiona
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mlitary opinion, would it be in the interest of the United
States to accede to the Law of the Sea treaty?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, yes, it would be. It gives
us a better posture, a seat at the table, nore credibility
when we work many of the issues that we have to work around
the globe with allies, partners, and potential conpetitors.

Senator King: And that is particularly true in the
Arctic, isn't it? That is where the Russians are staking
clains as we speak.

General VanHerck: Senator, | agree with your
assessnment, and as Russia takes over the Arctic Council in
May, it has never been nore crucial for us, with our |iKke-
m nded nations and allies and partners that we cone to
agreenent to not allow Russia and China to exploit any seans
and gaps.

Senator King: Thank you. | would like to turn for a
nonment to the inmmgration question and the crisis at the
border, which everyone recognizes. Admral Faller, | think
at the begi nning of your testinony you pointed out that
there were significant what | call push factors as well as
t he change of adm nistration, which is a pull factor. But
t he conmbi nation of the inpact of COVID, the two ngjor
hurri canes, and the transnational gangs is nmaking life
i ntol erable for people in those Northern Triangle countries.

Is that not al so true?
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Admral Faller: Senator, | have net with fol ks who
have wal ked all the way to the border and cone back, and
their drive was the violence, the fear for their life, their
| ack of food for their famlies, the insecurity. And in
this past year, we have had that perfect storm of additional
factors, COVID and then back-to-back major hurricanes. The
region is fragile, the conditions are on par wwth our G eat
Depressi on, and our engagenent is critical to help our
partner nations overcone this challenge.

Senator King: It strikes ne that whatever we do on
border security, and | amfully supportive of a secure
border, as long as we have these three countries near our
border that are in such terrible shape, people are going to
continue to try to find ways to escape. | have heard the
term"we need a Marshall Plan" for that region in order to
try to stabilize these countries in terns of their own
internal security, their own economes. Does that ring any
bells for you?

Admral Faller: Senator, | think a Marshall Plan woul d
be a wonderful nodel as we | ook at the entire hem sphere,
really, and | ook at the sources of instability across the
hem sphere. In addition to Central Anmerica we see Haiti,
Cuba, and Venezuela, all sources of illegal mgration to the
United States, and Venezuela alone, 5 mllion mgrants now

have swelled out of their borders. W need the big ideas.
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We need the sustained engagenent of the all-of-nations and
whol e- of -governnent of the United States, and the Depart nent
of Defense plays a role, particularly in that
professionalismand institutional capacity-building so their
security forces do the right thing and contribute to overall
sust ai nabl e security.

Senator King: You nentioned in your testinony the
Russi an and Chi nese di sinfornmati on canpai gns in these
countries. Are they also encouraging mgration as a way to
undernmine the U S.? Do they see this as a weapon, just as
they did with the Syrian migration into Europe several years
ago?

Admral Faller: The disinformation by Russia seeks to
di scredit every act of goodness, and we do many that the
United States provides in the hem sphere. And to the extent
that drives mgration there is no doubt. China seeks their
own influence, their own econom c dom nance, and they seek
clients while we seek friends and partners. | think their
i nformati on canpai gn, best exhibited by a recent visit to a
country where | was asked about the illegal and unregul at ed,
unreported fishing in the region, and | cited the exanpl e of
Chi nese invol venent off of Ecuador, where their fleets
woul d, for great periods of time, go silent and sweep into
t he ecol ogical preserve. And then within mnutes after ny

facts-based statenent, which is based on various credible
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sources, the Chinese proceeded to attack nme and the nedi a.
That is just typical of their disinformation globally,
Senat or .

Senator King: Well, | amout of tine, but | think your
testinony that you (a) do not have adequate | SR resources,
and (b) there are not enough ships to interdict the drugs
that are comng and killing Anericans, including nore than
one a day in nmy home state, is very powerful, and that is
within our control. That is a matter of allocation of
resources, and | hope this comrittee can bring sone pressure
on the adm nistration to allocate adequate resources for ISR
and for interdiction, because we are not even interdicting
the drug shipnents we know about, |et alone finding ones
that additional ISR could provide. So that is sonething
that | hope this commttee can work on.

Gentl enen, thank you both for your testinony. It has
been very illum nating. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator King. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair, and gentl enen,

t hank you so nmuch for being here today and for your service
to our great nation and the nmen and wonmen w thin your
commands. W truly appreciate everything they do for us
every day.

Admral Faller, we had a great conversation |ast week,
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and you really stressed to ne the inportance of our

nei ghbor hood, and I want to continue visiting about that

t oday because we do need to be very aware, and | think this
commttee is, but that we have a | ot of nefarious

I nfl uencers within our own nei ghborhood. And I would |ike
totalk a little bit about those transnational crim nal
organi zations as well as those that maybe infl uencing those

TCGs and where that is comng from

You have provided the placemats for us today -- China,
Iran, Russia. They are all influencers in our neighborhood,
and they are all operating. W see the TCCs as well. They

are operating to our south, and they are bringi ng about $90
billion of revenue annually. That is very concerning to ne.
And then the increase of novenent across our borders is
sonet hing troubling, that we have all been tal king about
today, and we have to nake sure that we are defending that
border and pushi ng back agai nst these influencers.

So let's talk a little bit about the TCOs and what they
are doing in the SOUTHCOM AOR, and are they working
al ongsi de China, Russia, and Iran?

Admral Faller: The trinational crimnal organizations
are just nurderous, violent organizations. They are
mur deri ng people, driving mgration, and they are fuel ed on
corruption. And so when | | ook at the interconnection of

t hese organi zations and the China-Russia players in our
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hem sphere, | |look at corruption as a common elenment. It
fuels both. Then we | ook at |ack of regard for human
rights, and there is a commonality there. And then we | ook
at lack of regard for rul es-based international order, or
rules in general, and there is a commonality there. So
there is an interconnection.

The noney-1| aundering connection is the nost
signi ficant, where Chinese noney-laundering underwites TCGOs
a significant portion, and that is sonething that we are
tracking as part of all interagency effort here in the
United States. And so this corrosive influence underm nes
our denocracies and contributes to the fragility and the
security concerns we have right in proximty to the United
States. Location, |ocation, |ocation drives everything, and
that location is so inportant in this nei ghborhood.

Senator Ernst: So Senator Shaheen was asking about
Chi nese influence. So there is above-the-board operations
going on with China, where they may be engaging in | egal
activities. But then you are saying they engage in these
crimnal activities as well, and under the radar type of
crimnal organi zati ons.

Admral Faller: So the National Defense Strategy and
our Secretary's guidance cites China as the pacing
chal l enge, and | side with what the | NDOPACOM commander

said. It is the nost significant threat we face in the 21st
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century. And we want this conpetition to work out
peacefully and not end in conflict and not be adversari al.
But Chinese, in addition to the illegal, unreported,

unregul ated fishing is involved in illegal mning, illegal

| ogging. They are at |east tacitly supporting the noney-

| aundering. They are using COVID and vacci nes as a hamrer
to further Chinese Communi st Party interests, particularly
to get better deals for Huawei and 5G and to try to drive a
wedge between the remaining countries that support Taiwan,
and the majority of those are here in this hem sphere.

So yes, Senator, their corrosive, insidious influence
I's being felt right here in our nei ghborhood.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, Admiral, and | appreciate
our discussion to that effect |ast week. And Ceneral
VanHerck, in the remaining tinme that | have, we have had a
nunber of our own troops working the southern border, which
| think has been extrenely inportant. They have been
supporting United States Custons and Border Patrol. Are
they still playing a vital role in the defense of our nation
at our southern border?

General VanHerck: Senator, probably answered by CBP
and DHS. My recent visit would tell you that we are playing
arole to enable themto do their |aw enforcenent role by
provi di ng support.

Whien | | ook at the chall enges the transnati onal
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crimnal organi zation create on the border, the synptons
that we are seeing are the mgration, the human trafficking,
the counternarcotics. From a honel and defense perspecti ve,
Mexi co, being in the United States NORTHCOM ACR, and two
maj or transnational crimnal organizations with the Sinal oa
and New Jalisco, we have a national security inperative with
regards to the instability that they create, the tragedies
they create, and the opportunities they create for nefarious
actors such as China or Russia, right on our own southern
border, to have access and i nfluence. And so it concerns ne
very nmuch, Senator

Senator Ernst: Yeah. Thank you, gentlenen, very nuch,
and | appreciate you saf eguardi ng our nei ghbor hood.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Ernst. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Warren via Wbex.

Senator Warren: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman, and
thank you to Admral Faller and General VanHerck for being
here today. W appreciate the work that you are doi ng.

General VanHerck, COVID- 19 vaccinations are well
underway all across our country, and the DoD is hel ping
peopl e get vaccinated. Each day, mllions nore Anericans
are receiving hope in the formof these vaccines as we nove
closer to defeating this pandem c.

But the data show that the vaccines are not reaching
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every community equally. Death rates for Black Anericans
and Native Anericans, Native Al askans are nearly tw ce as
hi gh as the death rates in white communities. But the
vacci nes have di sproportionately gone to white Anericans.
Al t hough vacci ne denographic data are inconplete at this
point, it appears that only about 7 percent of the 65
mllion adm ni stered doses have gone to Bl ack Aneri cans.

So, Ceneral VanHerck, several thousand of the troops
you command have been depl oyed to assist the Federal
Governnent's vaccination efforts. Can you explain how
Nort hern Command nmade deci si ons about the depl oynent of
vaccine teans to ensure that communities of color are
getting the vaccines that they desperately need?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, absolutely. The United
States Northern Conmand does not nake the decision where
teans go. That is done through the FEMA process, and we
answer to their mssion assignnent and go to the | ocations
determ ned by that interagency process.

Senator Warren: Fair enough. Do you know if FEMA is
prioritizing communities of color?

General VanHerck: In ny discussions with the Acting
Director, M. Fenton, they do take all considerations in,

fromstate and |l ocal officials, governors that are asking

for support, and factoring in those specifics, and based on

the need of where the transm ssion rates are the highest
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they do take all that in, fromny discussions.

Senator VWarren: Well, it is hard then to explain why
we are down at 7 percent vaccination rate for Bl ack
Anericans. Can | ask you to commt that in future
di scussions, as you are tal king about how to depl oy these
teans, that you will support meking sure that we are naking
adequat e vaccination efforts in communities of color?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | commt to you that | am
agnostic with regards to where we provi de support, and |
will work closely with the FEMA teamto nmake sure we do
t hat .

Senator Warren: Well, | would like to hear that you
are not agonistic but that you are really commtted to
hel ping in the communities of color that are being hit

har dest, and where we are seeing the highest death rates.

General VanHerck: | apol ogi ze --
Senator Warren: | amsorry. Go ahead.
General VanHerck: | apologize. | amfully commtted.

| thought | said that, the second part.

Senat or Warren: Ckay.

General VanHerck: Absolutely.

Senator Warren: | hope so. | amal so concerned about
reports of Russian m sinformation canpai gns agai nst the
vacci ne that are ainmed at reducing the nunber of Americans

wlling to get vaccinated. Can you just say a word about
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what strategies is Northern Conmand using to conbat this
m si nf ormati on?

General VanHerck: Senator, it is an information and
education canpaign, primarily within our own forces. | am
happy to report to you that we have approxi mately 85 percent
acceptance rate within the conmand. In ny discussions with
the Secretary of Defense and wthin the interagency we have
tal ked and shared the | essons | earned about how to educate
and al so exploit or expose the disinformation. So | think
that is crucial to conmbine both the education aspect and
exposi ng the disinformation.

Senator Warren: Well, thank you. This pandem c has
not affected all Anericans equally. Black and brown
communi ti es have di sproportionately suffered from COvVI D- 19,
and its effects will likely be felt for years. Northern
Command and the Federal Governnent's vaccination efforts
must prioritize the hardest hit comrunities, and | hope that
you w Il continue to work hard to ensure that the vaccine
goes to those who need it nost.

Thank you very nuch, and thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Warren. Senator
Tillis, please.

Senator Tillis: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentl enen,

t hank you for your decades of service.

General VanHerck, | want to go back and just finish, or
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make sure | understood, with respect to any DoD resources
supporting | ocal m ssion objectives around vacci ne
di ssem nation. You are there to basically provide personnel
support after the decisions about where to adm ni ster the
vacci nes, which popul ations should be prioritized. You are
not actively involved in that prioritization process. |Is
that correct?

General VanHerck: Senator, that is exactly correct.

Senator Tillis: GCkay. Thank you. Admral, | had just
maybe an addendumto the request that Senator W cker nade,
following on to Senator Shaheen's comments. This one
graphic that shows China influence, | think what woul d be
hel pful in there is just to show Anerican influence but also
to show the trend lines. M guess is based on a coment you
made, they are trending in the wong direction. So | think
It would just be hel pful, when you provide that graphic, to
show us the heat map on where we really need to nuster nore
resour ces.

On the TCO graphic, you all sumrarized the disruption
in terms of narcotics, | think 313 netric tons in FY 2020.
How does that conpare to FY 2019, and what are the trend
| ines for FY 2021?

Admral Faller: |In overall amounts, Senator, it is
conparable. But what is significant about FY 2020 is the

| npact of the gl obal pandemic. So we know that, for a tine,
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the narco traffickers went to ground and did not push as
much of their product. And then when they did, because a
| ot of border controls were tighter and the nethods of
delivery were harder because econom es had shut down, they
ride their traffics on the backs of the economes so they
were having difficulty getting precursor chemcals and so
on. Wen they did start pushing it, it was in smaller

| oads, in different routes.

What is significant about the DoD s perfornmance, and as
part of the whole-nation effort, really what we do is we
detect and nonitor and pass that off to | aw enforcenent is
that we never step back. W stepped up on the face of
pandem c. And we accounted for a significant increase of
the anmount that we targeted. So while the total anobunt was
the same, our percentage of getting at effective targets was
up, and that was because we did have a nodest increase in
resources throughout the year. The United States Navy
stepped up, at the direction of the Sec-Def, with Navy
ships, additional P8 s, and the Coast Guard sustained their
al ways excell ent support. And what we saw is when the U S
stayed on the field, our partners stayed on the field.

So overall we held the line, as part of the effort. W
w Il never interdict our way out, but we have got to keep
pressure on that part of the supply chain. The Col onbi ans

did their part. They had a record eradication year. Were
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we need to go next is in the finances, into their data, into
t hat source of their power, and really break the center of
gravity of these organizations, and | think we can do that
nore effectively wwth a better, effective targeting and

whol e- of - gover nnent approach here in the U S., and training
our partners to do the sane.

Senator Tillis: Thank you. Sonething that woul d be
hel pful, if you do not have it available |I would al so be
interested in a simlar update on human trafficking
disruption. |If we could just get that subnmitted for the
record | would appreciate it.

At the southern tip of your area of responsibility,
General VanHerck, and Admiral, the northern, what is the
change in posture? Wat is the environnent |ike now as
conpared to, say, this tinme last year? | nean, mlitary
presence -- | know even at the southern border, the
sout hwest border of the United States, we had stepped up
Mexican mlitary presence. How would you summari ze that
today, and then al so the southern Mexico border and our
border states, what is their posture there, trying to manage
fl ow of inm grants noving across those borders, now conpared
to a year ago?

CGeneral VanHerck: | will go first. From Mexicans
perspective, they are trenmendous partners. W have a

fantastic mlitary --

71
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Senator Tillis: Are they nmaintaining the sanme sort of
operations tenpo that they have for the past year or so?

CGeneral VanHerck: They are. They have been great
partners.

Admral Faller: Sanme for CGuatenal a. They are
comritted, they are conmtted to doing the right thing here,
but they are stressed with COVID and the other insecurity by
the transnational crimnal organizations. So their ability
to surge nore in the mgrant problemset is |limted.

Senator Tillis: Thank you. As we nove forward with
fundi ng and NDAA this year | would also be interested in
maybe you submtting for the record key funding flow that
are trending in the wong direction that we should focus on
when we get back to appropriations discussions, and any sort
of authorities you may need in the NDAA. Thank you very
much.

Thank you, M. Chair.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tillis. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Manchi n.

Senator Manchin: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank
bot h of our panelists for their service to our country, and
we appreciate very nuch you bei ng here today.

Admral Faller, | do not think it is possible to
overstate the threats are adversaries are posing in your

area of responsibility and AFRICOM because they know
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what ever investnents they make in South Anerica and Africa
are cheap and will pay dividends in the future.

At the end of February, U S. Arny South finished pre-
depl oynent training for Operation Alano Shield, to prepare
1st Security Force Assistance Brigade personnel for future
m ssions in Col onbia, Honduras, and Panama. |In addition to
our state partnership program s ongoing training and
advi sing, operations like this one are crucial for pronoting
i nteroperability and rel ationship-building in your area of
responsibility.

So ny question would be, what specific training
prograns in SOUTHCOM are you going to develop to increase
the capabilities and the capacity and to further conbat the
growi ng concern for corruption within the ranks of our
partners, and especially with the mgration that we have
going on right now? Can't they play a bigger role in that,
sir?

Admral Faller: Senator, | would like to commend the
West Virginia GQuard, which does fantastic work through the
state partnership programw th Peru, and has been an active
participant in our exercise program You cited the security
force assistance teans that the United States Arny has
devel oped. That is exactly the right capability. It is
small. It is small teams that focus on training, think four

or five people. And our partners want to enul ate the
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prof essionalismof the United States Arny, the United States
Navy, the Coast CGuard, Air Force, Marines, and that is the
way forward, staying engaged on the team on the field, wth
the small teans that train our partners' trainers in the
prof essi onal use of force, that involve Wnen, Peace, and
Security training, that involve human rights training. This
Is the way to go, and we conti nue to enphasi ze and
strengt hen those prograns, Senator.

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, sir. And to General
VanHerck, our current nmjor ballistic mssile defense assets
around the gl obe include the GBVMD, THAAD batteries, Aegis
systens, and PAC-3 mssile capability. As China and Russia
continue to increase their influence abroad I am concerned
that their objectives provide themwth the ability to deny
us access, break apart our relationships, further corrupt
governnents, and ultimately place threats closer to the U S.

However, as we begin to think in terns of hypersonic
threats, geographical |ocation does not nean nuch anynore.
And the inportance of early detection and coordi nation
bet ween the conbatant commandnents becones an even nore
cruci al concern.

So ny question is, as we continue to devel op space-
based sensor |ayers, what role do you see for NORTHCOM and
NORAD in tracking threats in North Anerica as well as

Interfacing with other conbatant commands to track threats

800.FOR.DEPO

www.trustpoint.one
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

75

such as hypersonics?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, wearing nmy NORAD hat, we
are directly responsible for integrated threat warning and
attack assessnent, so that is crucial. W wll continue to
play a crucial role for assessnent of threats to the
honel and, specifically frommssile threats. | am concerned
about the ability going forward to track and assess
hyper soni cs, and so we nust go to space, and in my recent
di scussion just this Friday, talking with Jon H Il at the
M ssi | e Def ense Agency, they are noving out.

What we have to provide is space-based capabilities to
track hypersonics, especially as they nmaneuver, and those
space- based capabilities have to provide fire contro
capability data to systens that will be able to engage
hypersonics. That is crucial for that deterrence by deni al
aspect that | nentioned earlier, that also contributes to
over archi ng deterrence.

Senator Manchin: 1Is there a requirenent for
[ i naudi bl e] at each of our conbatant commands t hat
represents the other commands in order to build situationa
wel I ness to coordinate the efforts?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | believe honel and defense
starts forward, and that nmeans all conbatant commands nust
be engaged and part of the overarching solution for honel and

def ense and m ssil e def ense.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

76

Senat or Manchin: Thank you, General. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Manchin. Let ne now
recogni ze Senator Sullivan.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. Gentl enen,
t hank you for your service. Good to see both of you again.
Admral, it has been a while. Thank you for all you are
doi ng down sout h.

General, | want to focus on sone issues | know that
have al ready been nentioned. First, on mssile defense.
One, | think, a good news story, that does not nake a | ot of
press. But in the last few years this has been a strong
bi parti san support in this commttee, in this Congress, on
bui l ding up our mssile defense | think, in part, because of
the threats from North Korea. However, there have been
chal l enges. R ght now we have 20 enpty silos at Fort
G eely, which makes no sense. Sone estimates are it is
going to be 10 years before we have mssiles in there.

Can you talk to ne about that, and why in the world
aren't we filling those silos as soon as possible?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, nmy goal would be to have
addi ti onal capability and capacity as soon as possible. |
continue to work closely with Jon HIIl at the Mssile
Def ense Agency. My top priority is to stay on tineline, to

field additional capabilities against ballistic mssiles
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that could attack our honel and.

Senator Sullivan: And isn't that in part because there
Is intel that given the rate of what North Korea is
producing in terns of nukes and intercontinental ballistic
mssiles that their capability coul d overwhel m our
capabilities as early as 20257

General VanHerck: Senator, | would Iike to have that
conversation in a classified environment. | remain
extrenely concerned about the capacity of the ballistic
m ssil e def ense system goi ng forward.

Senator Sullivan: And would quickly fielding the NG
hel p with addressing that chall enge?

General VanHerck: The sooner we can field the NG, the
better for addressing that challenge.

Senator Sullivan: There was an article in a defense
medi a news source recently saying that the NG decision is
on the Deputy Secretary of Defense's desk and yet it is
bei ng del ayed. Sone are thinking that she m ght kind of use
this as a budget-cutting tool to say naybe we do not need
it. Is that a good idea to delay this and have the Pentagon
say we do not need NG right now?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | will stay out of the
policy aspect of that.

Senator Sullivan: Wll, you kind of are al ready dunped

into it, so let ne get your personal opinion on that. |Is

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

78

that a good idea for the Deputy Secretary, or the Secretary,
to say let's figure out where we can cut the budget. Let's
cut the budget on the systemthat protect the entire United
States of America froma clear and growing threat. 1s that
a good idea?

CGeneral VanHerck: Again, that is a policy decision.
My perspective is about the risk, and | remain very
concerned about the risk of having a capable ballistic
m ssil e defense system agai nst future capacity changes and
capability changes by threats.

Senator Sullivan: Wuld the risk increase if we cut
the NG program --

CGeneral VanHerck: M assessnent --

Senator Sullivan: |In your personal opinion?

CGeneral VanHerck: In ny opinion, cutting that would
reduce our capability to defend agai nst increased capacity
and capability of any threats.

Senator Sullivan: M. Chairman, this is a huge issue

and | think we, as a cormittee that has been very

bi partisan, need to send a nessage to the Pentagon, |iKke,
hey, fund this now. It is clear it would be a risk to the
country.

Let me turn to the Arctic. | know there have been a

nunber of discussions already. The good news is, in his

confirmation hearing, Secretary Austin, Deputy Secretary Dr.
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1 Hi cks, both said they were committed to this comrittee to

2 fully fund new Arctic strategies -- | think the Arny is

3 going to introduce it today -- with regard to fully funding
4 the different service-oriented strategies.

5 Senat or Wcker tal ked about icebreakers. It is good we
6 are finally building them It is taking too long. There is
7 this leasing option that the Trunp adm nistration was

8 looking at, at the end of the adm nistration, and now t he

9 Biden admnistration is looking at. Do you think that is a
10 good idea to close this icebreaker gap with the opportunity
11 to |l ease icebreakers, get them honeported in Anerica's

12 Arctic, which is Alaska? Wat is your thought on that?

13 General VanHerck: Senator, that is a policy decision.
14 | have a requirenent for capability. | amagnostic to what
15 provides that capability.

16 Senator Sullivan: But you think we need the

17  capability.

18 General VanHerck: Absolutely.

19 Senator Sullivan: Good. So do I. So does this

20 commttee, by the way.

21 Let me ask one final thing. There is going to be a

22 high-level neeting between our diplomats and Chi nese

23 diplomats in Anchorage Thursday and Friday. W talk about
24 Alaska in terns of the Arctic, but as you know, General,

25 Alaska also is critical for the Asia-Pacific, particularly
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as we | ook at dispersing of our forces. W had the PACOM
commander here |ast week tal ki ng about chal | enges, perhaps
in the Taiwan Strait, as early as 5 to 6 years from now.

Now i mportant is it, do you think, that the Chinese,
when they conme to Al aska, see that there is, within the end
of this year, going to be over 100 fifth-generation fighters
based in Al aska, that can get to the Taiwan Strait probably
in 6 hours?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, Alaska is a strategic
| ocation. It is a strategic location for honel and def ense,
sonet hing that we nust preserve and preserve that
capability. | think it is inportant that they see our
capabilities. It is part of our overarching deterrence.

Senator Sullivan: Geat. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Sullivan. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Peters, please.

Senat or Peters: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and,
gent| enen, thank you for your testinony here today and for
your service every day.

General VanHerck, a sel domdi scussed area of the civil
support mssion is chem cal, biological, radiological, and
nucl ear response, and this is good considering the subject
matter, but as |long as supporting units are resourced

appropriately we can be nore assured.
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1 So ny question to you, sir, is, the Coomand and Control
2 CBRN Response El enent B has experienced a cunul ative 25

3 percent decrease in funding over the past 3 years, and |

4 understand these are Title 32 funds, and | know that you do
5 not control those funds. But the effect should at |east be
6 of concern to you because the unit augnents Northern Conmand
7 for CBRN, and DSCA, nore broadly.

8 So ny question to you, General, is, does the decrease

9 for the Guard and Reserve C2 el enent reflect your priorities
10 or those of the Arnmy North and Joint Task Force G vil

11 Support?

12 Ceneral VanHerck: First | would say | renmain confident
13 in ny ability to provide support in case there is an
14 I ncident -- chemcal, biological, radiological -- in the

15 continental United States. And with regards to the specific

16 prioritization, | would say that | need to get further
17 detail on the cut for Title 32. | amnot tracking that.
18 But we are well integrated with state and | ocal authorities

19 and have our capability ready to go, sonme of it on an hour's
20 notice, others on a day's notice. So | amconfident in ny
21 ability to performthat m ssion.

22 Senator Peters: Well, | appreciate that, and you are
23 wlling to take a | ook at that and get back to us? W could
24  follow up with you?

25 Gener al VanHer ck: I wll.
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Senator Peters: | appreciate that. Thank you.

Adm ral Faller, the Southern Conmands takes a
nontraditional approach to intelligence, integrating public
i nformati on with advanced anal ytics, artificial
intelligence, and nmachine learning. M questionis, is this
I n-house RDT&E effort unique to the Southern Comrand?

Admral Faller: The nontraditional efforts that you
speak of, through our special operations force, |ooks at big
data and what the eneny is doing in big data's conmercially
avail able informati on and machine | earning, artificial
intelligence. It is a unique effort that is now being
replicated, and it is a key area that we need to enphasi ze
in our intelligence efforts going forward, appropriately
working within the U S. whol e-of - governnent.

This data, it is data that ny shi pman, General
VanHer ck, tal ks about, and stovepipes in that data that we
create with our own policies have to be broken down so we
can | everage that to understand what the threat is doing.
And certainly our malign actors that are working in this
hem sphere, China and Russia, they do not respect |aws when
they I ook at exploiting that type of data for their own
benefit.

Senator Peters: You nentioned sone of that is being
replicated. Are you aware of sone simlar successfu

met hods wi th other conbatant conmands or the intelligence
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Adm ral Faller: W have a pilot programthat we have
wor ked, to |l ook at cryptocurrency. |In this hem sphere, with
only 8 percent of the world's popul ation, 60 percent of the
cryptocurrency is being | everaged, and that is because of
the plethora of transnational crimnal organizations that
are weaking violence in the hem sphere. So that is a
concern.

So how do we get at that center of gravity to break the
backs of these threats, working with Treasury and ot her
partners, in support of. W are not |ooking to take the
| ead here. W are |looking to play the appropriate role. So
there are efforts, and those efforts are, frankly, funded
every year on the unfunded request or through additional
support from Congress. So we need to appropriately sustain
t hat goi ng forward.

Senator Peters: Thank you. On Thursday, NORTHCOM wi | |
begin G obal Infornation Dom nance exercise, and |
understand that 9 of the 11 conbatant comrands are pl anni ng
to participate in this exercise, which is neant to prototype
and test a set of Al tools, and | know there was sone
di scussi on about Pathfinder earlier. But the intent is to
support joint all conmand and control inplenentation.

So ny question for you, General, is, can you explain

why these types of exercises are absolutely critical to our
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1  nodernization and readi ness efforts and why NORTHCOM i s

2 leading this initiative?

3 CGeneral VanHerck: Absolutely, Senator. Fromthe

4  NORTHCOM and NORAD perspective, we view data and i nformation
5 as a strategic asset. And so we are conducting these

6 exercises to bring everybody together to show the true val ue
7 and inportance of the strategic ability that we can utilize
8 information and data. So we | ook forward to continuing to

9 partner with the conbatant commands, the services, and

10 bringing themtogether to denonstrate capabilities that can
11  not only help us in conflict but, nore inportantly, help us
12 de-escalate in crisis and to deter in conpetition.

13 Senator Peters: Geat. Thank you, General.

14 Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Peters. Senator

15 Cramer, please.

16 Senator Craner: Thank you, M. Chairman. | thank both
17 of you for being here. | appreciate your service, Admral
18 and Ceneral .

19 | amgoing to start with you, Admral, because early

20 on, in a response to a question from Senator |nhofe, you had
21 cited the fact that you only get 1 percent of the ISR, and
22 that was fairly stunning to nme, especially since the Air

23 Force has been trying to retire their RQ4's and cut the

24  production of the M)>9's, two systens that we are very

25 famliar with in North Dakota, of course. They are operated
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gquite effectively out of our state, one by the Air Force and
t he other by our Guard in Fargo.

One of the reasons that they use for wanting to cut
production or retire, and realizing sone of it is that they
want to save noney for new systens, and that is noble. W
need to nmake sone tough decisions about that. But one of
the reasons they use is these platforns are not survivable
i N near-peer conpetition

So ny question to you, Admral, is could you use our
RQ4's and M) 9's in your theater, and is there significant
threat to the survival of these platforns in SOUTHCOW?

Admral Faller: As you nentioned, Senator, we receive
| ess than 1 percent of the DoD ISR, and it is a
prioritization, and there are global chall enges and I
recogni ze how that plays out. But this is a good
environnment in SOUTHCOM for unmanned. W have had, for the
first time ever, an M2 9 through the past year, and we have
Custons and Border Protection M9 as well. And they have
proven their utility because they can stay on station for a
long tinme and stare at the threats. They can also learn, in
general, about the environnment beyond the transnati onal
crimnal organization threat, so we have the understandi ng
that we need to ensure that we are appropriately postured
novi ng forward.

Senator Craner: Thank you, Admral. General, thank
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you for our discussion |ast week. | enjoyed it very mnuch.

| found it very interesting, and | learned a lot, as is
often the case. And one of the things that you and I tal ked
about, of course, was the fact that NORAD and NORTHCOM
participated with the Air Force Research Laboratory in an
over-the-horizon study that included sone testing at Canp

G afton, North Dakota, our National Guard Canp. And that is
part of the OSD Coalition Warfare Programfunded Arctic HF
surveillance program And we were told, of course, that the
results exceeded expectati on.

My question to you is, do you still the need for an
over-the-horizon radar systemand capability, and do you
expect further, nore advanced testing any tine soon?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, ny focus and top priority
I s domai n awar eness, and over-the-horizon radar would
certainly contribute to domai n awareness. M under standi ng
is right now, with regards to the test that you are tal king
about, the current Northern Strategic Approach's study is
with the Air Force. W are waiting for that to conme out. |
tal ked to General Brown on Friday about that. Once that
report comes out we will in a better position to see, on the
way forward, with the Research Lab, or however we are going
to pursue that. But domain awareness is at the top of ny
integrated priority |ist.

Senator Craner: Thank you for that and thanks for that
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answer, and thanks for following up with General Brown.

One ot her question for you, Ceneral VanHerck. There is
alot less mlitary presence between M chigan and Mnt ana,
obvi ously al ong the northern border, than there used to be
during the Cold War, even though, | nean, one could argue
that there are nore threats in the Arctic and fromm ssiles
com ng over the Arctic even than there were during the Cold
Vr .

If there was a threat com ng over the Pole, through
Saskat chewan, say, do have enough fighters, tankers, mssile
war ni ng, mssile defense systens to neet that threat?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, day to day | am confi dent
in my ability to defend agai nst the threat that we have.

Day to day, | ampostured primarily against a 9/11-type of
response. |f indications and warning or a crisis evolved, |
woul d go ahead and ask for additional forces. At that tine,
if | was allocated additional forces or not I would have to
make a broader assessnent in ny ability to defend.

Senator Craner: Well, and as you nentioned, obviously
domai n awareness is the critical aspect of being prepared.
| s the radar coverage for that area nodern enough to track
any threat reliably, do you believe?

General VanHerck: Senator, | renmin concerned about
domai n awareness in the north, with the | egacy North Warni ng

System |If we apply capabilities such as Pat hfinder, that

87

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
Alders On. www.al dersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

88

will increase ny capability. But nore broadly, we need to
get after it wth nore nodern systens, systens not designed
to go after a stovepipe, single domain, single threat. W
need systens capable of going after everything from snal
counter-UAS to ballistic mssiles, that are able to be
efficient and effective.

Senator Craner: Excellent. Thank you. You are both
awesone. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Craner. Now | would
| i ke to recogni ze Senat or Rosen via Wbex.

Senator Rosen: Thank you, Chairman Reed, and | want to
t hank the witnesses for being here and for your great
service to our nation. | would like to speak a little bit
about Hezbollah in the Western Hem sphere, because for
decades Iran's proxy has |ong maintai ned an active presence
In the Western Hem sphere, engaging in terrorist activities,
drug trafficking, and noney-laundering. 1In 1994, Iran and
Hezbol | ah bonbed Jewi sh community center in Argentina,
killing 85 civilians and injuring nore than 300. The
Treasury Departnent has sanctioned new Hezbol | ah-1i nked
operatives and entities in the Western Hem sphere for |inks
to transnational organized crine.

So, Admral Faller, in your witten testinony you
stated that Hezbollah's external operations are responsible

for at |least three high-profile attacks in the region and
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t hree ot her planned operations that were disrupted. Can you
el aborate on the threat that Hezboll ah poses to U. S
Interests in the Western Hem sphere, and if its presence is
growi ng where do you see it grow ng?

Admral Faller: Senator, these threats to right back
to Iran, the single |largest state sponsor of terror in the
world and the long armor Iranian nal feasance is felt
globally and in this hem sphere. Significant Lebanese
di aspora. Lebanese Hezbol | ah recei ves fundi ng support, and
they are intertwined with Iranian state-sponsored terrori st
I n ways that underm ne global security and security in this
hem sphere.

W have seen an increase in presence of Iran activities
I n Venezuela to support the illegitinmate Maduro regine,

I ncreasi ng the readi ness of sonme of their defense systens,
and we have seen the continued involvenent with the diaspora
and econom ¢ fundraising particularly down in the tri-border
regi on, nei ghboring Paraguay, Argentina, and Brazil.

Senator Rosen: Well, you know, you are speaking of the
di aspora that is extrenely inportant. So how can we inprove
i nformati on sharing with our regional partners to identify
and di srupt Hezbollah's activity in Latin Anerica?

Admral Faller: One of the very positive things that |
have seen over the last couple of years is the extent to

whi ch we have increased our information sharing with key
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partners, Brazil and Colonbia. W rely on them they are

| i ke-m nded denocracies, to share informati on so that we
understand the threat. W have expanded that information
sharing significant this year. It is key to noving forward
and it is built on |longstanding trust that we have, that is
borne out of professional mlitary education.

We have security cooperation prograns that work to
buil d professional intelligence services. W do this
t hrough our 3-3-3 program and sustaining those prograns are
very inportant.

Duri ng the past year we have been able to expand,
nodestly, those prograns in cybersecurity, and that wll
really be critical to understanding both the threat that is
posed by Iran and their state-sponsored terrorist
organi zati ons and ot her nation-state actors |ike China.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | would Iike to nove on and
ask General VanHerck a little bit about our COVID response
and support. You have been so terrific. You have depl oyed
Navy hospital ships at the start of the pandemic. You have
cared for coronavirus patients at Arny field hospitals. And
now, of course, President Biden is directing states to open
up vaccination appointnents to all Anerican adults by My
1st.

So | amcurious what your role nmay be in this new

m ssion. How is NORTHCOM generati ng and depl oying forces to
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support the vaccine distribution and adm nistrative m ssion,
and specifically, as nenbers of the mlitary and their
famlies get vaccinated, and once mlitary installations are
covered, do you have coordi nated plans or have you had
prelimnary conversations with local civil authorities to
| everage the capacity you have on the bases and refer to
| ocal communities to get the vaccines depl oyed?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, we work with not only the
| ocal communities, state authorities, and our |ocal bases to

ensure that we follow the DoD s published guidelines al ong

with the CDC as well. And so | am confident going forward
that we will continue to provide that support. W have
worked with the Departnment. | have put in a request for 100

teans, 50 Type 1 teans, the nost capable, capable of
delivering about 6,000 shots per day, and also 50 Type 2
teans. As far as sourcing those, the Joint Staff works with
the services and the departnents to cal culate and conme up
with sourcing solutions. The Secretary approves those and
al l ocates themto nme, and we work through FEMA for the
actual |ocation and m ssion assignnment on how we are goi ng
to continue executing President Biden's nission to get where
he needs to be on 1 July.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Rosen. Senator

Scott, please.
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Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman Reed. Admra
Fal l er, thank you for the conversation | ast week. As we all
know, the fundanental problemin our hem sphere is Cuba.
They are the root of all instability in Latin America. They
terrorize their own citizens, they steal fromtheir own
citizens, and they support dictators in Latin Anerica, such
as Maduro in Venezuela and Ortega in Nicaragua.

How i nportant is it, in your role, for the Cuban regine
to not have resources, to do everything we can as a country
to make sure that the Castro regi ne does not have the
resources to terrorize their own citizens and be involved in
t hese ot her countries?

Admral Faller: |In addition to the nefarious activity
you cite, Senator, Cuba and Russia and China are actively
engaged just mles fromour hone state, and it i s concerning
as we see that relationship going forward. So to the extent
to which we can prevent those kinds of relationships from
devel opi ng and from Cuba enhancing its capabilities, it is
very inportant. One of our assets, one of our real
strategic toeholds in that effort is our naval station at
Guant anano Bay.

Senator Scott: Is it inportant that they do not have
resources?

Admral Faller: | think it is extrenely inportant that

we prevent the Cubans and the communi sts from doi ng what
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they are doing in Venezuel a, where they are keeping Maduro
i n power, and where they are underm ning. W see them
actively undermning free and fair elections in denocracies
across the hem sphere. So yes, Senator.

Senator Scott: Wat is their involvenent in Venezuel a
now, and are they part of provoki ng Venezuel a's aggressi on
agai nst Guyana?

Admral Faller: Cuba's Praetorian Guard keeps Maduro
in power. They are there in the thousands. They own the
intelligence service alongside Russia primarily, and Iran,
and China to a | esser extent. They are supporting,
mai nt ai ni ng Maduro's defense systens and security forces.
And undoubtedly that then gives Maduro the capacity and
capability to rattle the saber and threaten the nei ghbors,
and al so, frankly, allows a safe haven for narco traffickers
and narco terrorists, which is what Venezuel a has becone.

It is hell for its citizens and it is heaven for the
terrorists.

Senator Scott: So what can your comrand do to confront
the reports of illegal shipping activity out of Venezuel a?

Admral Faller: W are actively involved with all of
our interagency partners to track that and | earn as nmuch as
we can about it, and then provide that information to our
di pl omats who can call it out and conme up with solutions

t hat support the whol e-of -governnent efforts to shift
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Venezuel a to a denocracy.

Senator Scott: Have you or our governnent through
sanctions been able to do nuch to stop the flow of oil from
Venezuel a to Cuba?

Admral Faller: The pressure has worked. The Maduro
regi me has been denied resources. But in any of these
things they are very clever. Wen you have no regard for
rule of law and corruption fuels everything you do and you
are supported by nation-state actors |ike Russia and Chi na,
you can circunmvent rules and | aws, and they have been able
to keep the follow up just enough to nmaintain their econony,
particularly the regine's grip on that econony and its
peopl e on |ife support.

Senator Scott: Can you talk a little bit about the
humani tarian crisis, both in Cuba and in Venezuela, as a
result of the Castro and Maduro regi nes?

Admral Faller: Wll, the United Nations Human Ri ghts
Report lays it out. The atrocities that the regi ne has
comritted on the people are beyond conpare in this
hem sphere, and they have created the |largest mgrant crisis
this hem sphere has ever seen, sone 5 mllion mgrants that
have swell ed the services, of all the social services. That
I's why we depl oyed Hospital Ship Confort twce in a year's
period prior to the pandemc. It is a credit to Col onbi a

and Brazil and other denocracies that they have been able to
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handle it as effectively. | conmend them

And simlarly, in Cuba, we have had past m grant crises
and we have a mssion set to prepare with Honel and Security
for that. W have seen a slight uptick this year in
m grants com ng out of Cuba. W are watching it very
cl osely, and undoubtedly, again, it is due to the brutal
econom c conditions and the repression that we see. W
study that intensely in our intelligence and infornmation-
sharing efforts.

Senator Scott: Thank you, Admiral Faller. Thank you,
Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Scott. Let ne
recogni ze Senator Kelly, please.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Adm ral
Faller, you and | had an extended di scussion | ast week about
activity in the region as well as sone of the push factors
contributing to mgration flows that are exacerbating the
chal l engi ng situation at the southern border. | would |ike
to focus on the strength of crimnal organizations in the
regi on.

A recent report by the Center for Strategic and
I nternational Studies found that the countries of the
Northern Triangle | ose nore than 3 percent of their GDP to
organi zed crinme each year. These TCGOs al so contribute to

out si zed hom ci de rates and underm ne gover nance and
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security in the region. The bottomline is they are, in
some ways, better resourced than state actors, and have
proven capable of trafficking guns, noney, drugs, and
people. It is a major problem

G ven these dynam cs, do you feel you have the
aut hority necessary to conduct operations that wll
effectively disrupt their activity in the long ternf?

Admral Faller: As you nentioned, Senator, they
control territory. They are well funded. They have a
strength of close to 200,000 when you | ook across the
region, which is on par with all the police and mlitary
forces in total. So a powerful eneny to host nations'
denocraci es and direct inpact on our honel and defense here
in the United States.

Qur role is appropriately in support, detection, and
noni tori ng, which neans we find out as nuch as we can, and
where we have authorities we pass that off to | aw
enforcenent to interdict, and then we work at buil ding our
host nation partners' capacity. W are short in
Intelligence assets. W have |less than 1 percent of those
assets. W need additional capacity to build our partners
so that they can take care of this problemthenselves. And
we have recei ved about the right anmount of presence, but it

Is inmportant we stay on the field.

An exanple of that is our Joint Task Force-Bravo, which
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1 is a snmall team of about 700 soldiers and airnen and Marines
2 at Soto Cano, Honduras, that can support |aw enforcenent

3 wthlift, wwth sone intelligence, but nore inportantly can
4 rapidly respond. W saw it this past fall with two back-to-
5 back hurricanes, major hurricanes, and we saved hundreds of
6 lives rapidly. Wat that does is it builds trust and

7 actually helps us build the case for these partnerships in

8 sustainable security long term

9 Senator Kelly: Earlier you stressed, and you did

10 again, that the 1 percent of ISR funding goes to SOUTHCOM

11  Is that correct?

12 Admral Faller: It is 1 percent of the overall --

13 Senator Kelly: O the overall.

14 Admral Faller: -- assets and capabilities, Senator.
15 Senator Kelly: But beyond that, if you wanted to ranp

16 up the effectiveness of disrupting their activity, what

17  other resources would you need?

18 Admral Faller: Senator, we have got to cone up wth a
19 nore effective whol e-of -governnent effort in the United

20 States and really get at mapping these networks. W are

21 doing that but it is nascent. It needs nore effort. And

22 then finding the center of gravity, what is key to each

23 organi zation, and then going at, disrupting, defeating or

24 deterring that. And nost of that is |aw enforcenent or

25 judicial or a partner nation effort with SOUTHCOM i n
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support. So we play a critical role but it has got to be
nore holistically designed in the U S. W cannot interdict
our way out of this.

Senator Kelly: Well, thank you, Admral. GCenera
VanHer ck, you nentioned in your testinony the Pathfinder
program as a conplenent to the work done by the Defense
| nnovation Unit, and al so the inportance of being able to
rapidly field capabilities of the future. As Chair of the
Enmergi ng Threats and Capabilities Subconmttee, this is
sonmet hing | have been thinking a | ot about.

Are you looking into technologies like artificial
intelligence to asset in processing the increasingly |arge
vol unmes of data that cone from our sensor systens?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, absolutely. As a matter of
fact, Pathfinder does exactly that, uses machine | earning
and additional capabilities. W nust go down that path to
operate in a tinely and efficient and effective manner.

Senator Kelly: Any sense if our adversaries are doing
the same thing, using these technol ogi es?

General VanHerck: Absolutely, Senator, especially
China. They are actively noving forward with artificial
i ntelligence.

Senator Kelly: And then finally, are there any
research gaps that you see that you think we should be

I nvesting nore in?
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1 General VanHerck: Not specific to research. | would
2 say we nust go to space sooner, and space-based capabilities
3 that give us persistent domain awareness. That is where |
4 would be focusing ny efforts right now.

5 Senator Kelly: Gkay. Thank you. Thank you, M.

6 Chairnman.

7 Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Kelly. Let ne

8 recogni ze Senator Haw ey, pl ease.

9 Senat or Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank you,
10 gentlenen, for being here.

11 General VanHerck, let nme start with you, and let ne

12 thank you on behalf of all Mssourians. [t is great to see
13 a fellow M ssourian here, as before, and we are very proud
14  of you and your service, so thank you for being here.

15 Let's cone back to this question of the border.

16 Custons and Border Patrol issued a new batch of operationa
17 statistics |last week that showed that CBP had encountered
18 nore than 100, 000 persons attenpting entry across the

19 southern border in February. That is about a 200 percent
20 increase over this tine last year. They also show that the
21 nunber of unacconpanied mnors attenpting to cross our

22 border -- that is children -- has doubl ed since January, and
23 the nunber of famly units has nore than doubled from

24  January to February.

25 G ve us a sense of how this surge of mgrants is
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hel ping or hindering the cartels' operations along the

bor der.
General VanHerck: Senator, | am not aware of
necessarily howit hinders or helps. | think it is a

synptom of the transnational crimnal organization problem
that we actually see. As Admral Faller pointed out, you
know, hurricanes, transnational crimnal organizations, al
the nurders, contribute directly to what we are seeing on
t he border, which includes the mgration that you are
al luding to.

Senator Hawey: | think it is today that the Secretary
of Honel and Security said that we are on pace now for a 20-
year high in border encounters, a 20-year record, which is
pretty astoundi ng considering sone of the previous surges we
have seen, for instance in 2014. |Is it fair to say that we

have got a crisis now at the southern border, General?

CGeneral VanHerck: Senator, | will stay out of the
politics of whether it is a crisis or not. It is absolutely
a homel and defense issue that | am concerned about. | am

concerned because it creates opportunities, it creates
vul nerabilities, and we have to be postured for each of
those. The vulnerabilities that it creates for us is
instability, and it creates instability in governance, it
creates instabilities in the rule of law, if you will, in

nei ghboring countries. Those wll be exploited by countries
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such as China, Russia, and Iran. So for ne it is a honmel and
defense and a national security inperative to take a | ook at
t hat .

Senator Hawl ey: Yeah, | think you are absolutely
right. It is also a humanitarian crisis, and I, for one, am
not afraid of the word "crisis.” | cannot understand why
this admnistration is afraid of the word "crisis." And
gi ven the unbel i evabl e humanitari an i ssues we are seeing at
t he border and record surge that we are on pace for, | think
this admnistration's inability to admt that their own
policies are causing this crisis, and the effect it is
having in terns of enboldening the cartels, as you are
saying -- we know that nobody crosses that southern border
w t hout the perm ssion and i ndeed wthout the profit of the
cartels. Nobody. It is a wholly run crimnal enterprise on
the southern end of the border, and this adm nistration's
inability to grapple with that and do something about it I
think is frankly astounding. And we are seeing it just day
on day on day grow worse and wor se.

Let me ask you this, CGeneral. W sent billions of
dollars in security and noney, security assistance, to the
Mexi can governnment over the past 14 years, yet we are
seeing, as you just alluded to, escalating violence. Even
nore drugs headed nort hward. Those drugs nmake their way

into every state of the union, including our hone state, ny
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home state of Mssouri. |In your assessnent, why has our
security assistance to Mexico fallen so short of its
security objectives? | nean, why have not we been able to
achi eve nore, considering the prodigious suns that we have
I nvest ed?

General VanHerck: First, | would talk to Honel and
Security about the problem It is a |aw enforcenent issue,
much of it com ng across the border. But | would tell you
that the Mexican mlitary, we have an incredibly close
partnership and they are doing incredible things down there.

Wth that being said, | think, as Admral Faller
all uded to, we need a whol e-of -governnent strategy. You
know, the arnms that are arm ng these transnational crim na
organi zations cone right here fromthe United States of
Anmerica and they flow south. In addition to that, the noney
that they are creating is being generated by precursors
com ng from Asia, from China businesses and industry, if you
wll, that flows in there.

So we have to take a broader approach to get after
this, which includes a whol e-of -governnent effort and
prioritizing and putting resources to the problem

Senator Hawl ey: Speaking of China, Admral, let ne
cone to you in just the little bit of tine | have got
remai ning. You wote in your testinony that China is

seeking to establish global |ogistics and basing
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i nfrastructure in our hem sphere in order to project and
sustain mlitary power. \What kind of presence do the
Chinese forces nmaintain in the Western Hem sphere today,
that we ought to be concerned about?

Admral Faller: W have to ask oursel ves the question,
why is China trying to achi eve deep-water ports in the
Dom ni can Republic, Jamaica, El Sal vador, Panama -- Panana
Canal is a key strategic ground -- Argentina. They are
usi ng econom c i nfluence and access to set the conditions
for the blue-water navy that they have built.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good. | think we are going to
have cl osed session, aren't we, M. Chairman?

Chairman Reed: W are planning that, yes.

Senator Haw ey: GCkay. | wll have a few nore
guestions for you then. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Hawl ey. Now |let ne
recogni ze Senator Tuberville.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you both for being here today and what you have done for our
honmel and and our hem sphere. General, it has been 20 years
since we have had an attack on our honeland. Thank you for
that, and everybody at NORTHCOM the hard work that you have
done. | very nmuch agree with you, what you said about
out paci ng our conpetitors. | amproud to say that in

Al abama we are working to |l eap ahead in the area of
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hypersonics. W are working very hard on that. And right
now the world's | argest and fastest hypersonic w nd tunnel
I S under construction in Huntsville, and | know they are
wor ki ng at a fast pace.

Admral, | enjoyed our conversation |ast week and |
enj oyed your straight talk. | hope the American people wll
start getting a sense of urgency. You have your hands full
in SOUTHCOM no doubt about it. Between transnational
crimnal organi zations and Russia and China you are a busy
man.

| do believe, for a nonent, that the PRC s plan in our
hem sphere are benign, and | hope that it will not take a
Chinese aircraft carrier sailing between Florida and the
Bahamas for Anericans to wake up to the fact that the CCP
wi sh to dom nate the world stage. | hope it does not take
sonething |ike that.

You know, the work that both of you have done for
SOUTHCOM and NORTHCOM for our nation is incredible,
i nportant to maintaining our strategic mlitary objectives.
Many of the itenms for both of you in the areas of
responsibility strongly inpact ny hone state of Al abamma.

Admral, followi ng the 2018 Nati onal Defense Strategy
Is sonmething | personally believe in a good way to position
our forces to thinking towards the future. Can you explain

how SOUTHCOM i s inportant to this strategy, and
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speci fically, how would you describe China's strategic
objectives in a 5- or 10-year tineline?

Admral Faller: Well, | think China seeks econom c
dom nance globally, and their strategic objective is to be
t he dom nant gl obal power, unquestionably, and they wll do
that in whatever way possible to ensure they have the
preem nence of the Communi st Party.

In this hem sphere it is across all fronts. It is not
just economcs. Typically we think about that and we have
this fallacy that it is just economcs. |In the mlitary
real m they have recogni zed that partners in this hem sphere
cannot afford a | ot of equipnent, so they have upped the
ganme in gifts. And when they do offer mlitary equi pnent it
I's often through corrupt deals that we cannot conpete with

They have replicated our professional mlitary
education. They have ubiquitous IT solutions. They have
created engi neering and cyber scholarships for mlitary
personnel that goes beyond the kind of education and
training that we offer in our | MET prograns. They have
expanded their defense attaché presence. They have at | east
turned a blind eye to a range of illegal activity,
unregul ated fishing, unreported fishing, illegal mning and
|l ogging. And all this is done in an environnent fueled by
corruption, with no regard, or little regard for human

rights, in trying to wite their version of the rules of the
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gane.

We have got to stay on the field to conpete. W do
that well. No one is better than the United States
mlitary, Departnent of Defense. But we have got to work
hard and tirelessly, wwth a sense of urgency that you
nmenti oned, to stay nunber one in the gane and to be the
best .

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. GCeneral, in regards to
our southern border security we hear all the negatives.

What do you think has inproved the nost in the |ast four
years, and then what worries you nost | ooking forward at the
sout hern border?

General VanHerck: | think the coordination between the
Departnent and the interagency with regards to since 2018,
has been probably the biggest inprovenent. Wth regards to
what worries nme nost, it is about having donmai n awareness
and the opportunities and vulnerabilities that | already
tal ked about, in our own Western Hem sphere, for state
actors such as China, Russia, or Iran, in our own
nei ghbor hood, due to instability, due to ungoverned areas
and spaces. So | amsignificantly concerned about what is
going on right here in our own hem sphere and nei ghbor hood.

Senat or Tuberville: Do you think we need a wall?

CGeneral VanHerck: | will stay out of the politics of a

wal | . Border security --
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Senator Tuberville: Not politics. Do you think we
need one?

CGeneral VanHerck: Border security is nationa
security. W need to ensure that we have policies in place,
| aws are enforced to ensure that honel and defense does not
beconme a nore strategic issue fromthe borders.

Senat or Tuberville: Yeah. One thing | noticed
coaching for 40 years and being in education is just the
i nflux of drugs. You know, just take away everybody com ng
across the border, it is just the influx of drugs are
killing our kids. W are |losing 60,000 a year to overdose.
| mean, that right there should be just an alarmthat we
have got to have sonething different.

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, | agree with you.
Actual ly, | believe the nunber this past year was
approxi mately 80,000. That is unsatisfactory, and we have
to get after that. And that is a synptom of that broader
problemthat | tal ked about, transnational crimna
organi zations, that we can apply priority and resources to,
to get after it.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you. Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator Tuberville. Now | et
me recogni ze Senat or Bl ackburn via Wbex.

Senator Bl ackburn: Thank you, M. Chairman. W so
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appreci ate having the hearing today and getting the update,
and Admral Faller, thank you for the tinme that you spent
with ne on the phone | ast week.

CGeneral VanHerck, | want to go back to your statenent
on Pat hfinder, the prototype Pathfinder data anal ytics
project. This is the kind of project that | think attacks
two primary concerns with DoD data streans. One is the
stovepi ping and the other is the need for nodernization.

And many tines | sound like a broken record, if you will, by
tal ki ng about what has happened with DoD through the years
as things have becone so stovepi ped, and the need for this
noder ni zati on, because information is power. W all know
that. But you have to be able to analyze to share and to
make acti onabl e that data.

So ny question for you is, how could the Pentagon
better utilize sonme of these energing technol ogi es such as
artificial intelligence, such as the data that we are
getting via ISR, and the Al that is used by Pathfinder to
really make that information accessible, sharable across
platfornms and divisions, and actionabl e when you are | ooking
at how you inplenent plans for the future, how you change
pl ans based on the information that you are getting?

Ceneral VanHerck: Senator, first | would tell you that
| am encouraged by the joint warfighting concept, which also

has a supplenent for information advantage that will help us
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nove down this.

As far as utilizing the data, | agree, it is a
strategic asset, if you wll, data. W can utilize it to
not only domnate in conflict but to create deterrence day
to day. So, for exanple, as an operational conmander, this
data that is available to me, if | utilize it, with applying
artificial intelligence and machi ne | earning, and then
dissemnate it to key decision-nmakers, | amable to position
forces ahead of a conpetitor or adversary's actions, which
creates deterrence. It is deterrence by denial.

But we nust go faster in the Departnent. Thirty years
ago, the Departnent |led the way with innovations. Today, |
think that paradigmhas flip-flopped to where nuch of
I ndustry and Silicon Valley is |eading the way forward,
especially with regard to data. And so we need to take a
| ook at our acquisition processes, our nodernization
processes, and potentially flip the paradigmto stay
conpetitive.

Senator Bl ackburn: Do you feel |ike that the Pentagon
itself is flexible and agil e enough to make these changes,
utilize this data, make a change in a ganme plan i nmedi ately,
and apply what they are learning fromthat intel?

Ceneral VanHerck: | believe that the Pentagon has
proven, over history, to be incredibly successful in

adapti ng when we need to. It has not always been as fast,
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and that is one of the reasons | talk about it. W have to
have sonme cul ture change.

I would also tell you this may require sonme | ooks at
policy. It may even require sone |ooks at law, to utilize
data differently as we go forward. What we do not want to
do is create capabilities that we can utilize, and the
policies that we have and the | aws that we have do not all ow
us to be successful with the data and the information that
I's avail abl e.

Senator Bl ackburn: Thank you for that. | may cone
back to you for sone specifics.

Admral Faller, we have tal ked a | ot about China this
norni ng and the transnational organizations. But as you
| ook at dealing with China, whether it is through fentanyl
and drugs or Belt and Road or great power conpetition, what
do you not have access to in SOUTHCOM t hat you need?

Admiral Faller: As we have discussed, China is a
gl obal threat and we have got to address that challenge
holistically across the U S. Governnent. |In the SOUTHCOM
ACR we have to be appropriately postured, so we need the
right footprint of forces, working with our enbassies and
our interagency teamto stay engage with our partners. So
additional |ocations for presence, not pernmanent, but access
is really critical noving forward.

Senator Bl ackburn: So it is the teamwrk concept with
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our allies. Correct?

Adm ral Faller: Correct, Senator.

Senat or Bl ackburn: Ckay. Thank you all for that.
Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Reed: Thank you, Senator, very much. And
gentl enen, thank you for your testinony and your service to
the nation. Let ne rem nd ny coll eagues that upon
adj ournment we will imediately nove to SVC-217 for a
classified briefing by Admral Faller about increasing
Chi nese influence in the SOUTHCOM area. There also is a
vote schedul ed for noon, so we will acconplish both. | wll
see you shortly over there, Admral Faller, and CGeneral,

t hank you for your distinguished service at NORTHCOM

No further business before the commttee, | wll

adj our n.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:58 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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