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1 NOM NATI ONS:

2 JASON A. ABEND, TO BE I NSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE

3 DEPARTMVENT OF DEFENSE;

4 BRADLEY D. HANSELL, TO BE DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF

5 DEFENSE FOR | NTELLI GENCE AND SECURI TY;

6 LUCAS N. POLAKOWSKI, TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF

7 DEFENSE FOR NUCLEAR, CHEM CAL, AND Bl OLOG CAL DEFENSE

8 PROGRAMS; AND

9 LOU S W BREMER, TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
10 FOR SPECI AL OPERATI ONS/ LOW | NTENSI TY CONFLI CT

11

12 Thur sday, August 6, 2020

13

14 U S Senate

15 Comm ttee on Arnmed Services
16 Washi ngton, D.C.

17

18 The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:04 a.m in
19 Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Janes M
20 | nhof e, chairman of the commttee, presiding.
21 Menbers Present: Senators |Inhofe [presiding], Wcker,
22 Fi scher, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Tillis, Sullivan, Craner,
23 Scott, Bl ackburn, Haw ey, Reed, Shaheen, G I i brand,
24 Bl unent hal, H rono, Kaine, King, Heinrich, Warren, Peters,
25 Manchi n, and Jones.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES M | NHOFE, U. S
SENATOR FROM OKLAHOVA

Chai rman I nhofe: The nmeeting will conme to order.

We neet today to consider the nom nations of M. Jason
Abend, to be Inspector General of the Departnent of Defense;
M. Brady Hansell, to be Deputy Under Secretary of Defense,
Intelligence and Security; M. Lucas Pol akowski, to be
Assi stant Secretary of Defense, Nucl ear, Chenical,

Bi ol ogi cal in Defense Prograns; and M. Louis Brener, to be
Assi stant Secretary of Defense, Special Operations.

We thank everyone for being here today. Let ne just
briefly say who these people are. And | think we have a
great bunch that is certainly qualified for the m ssions
that they're nom nated for.

M. Abend, you're presently the Senior Advisor to the
U.S. Custons and Border Protection, and you have extensive
experience |l eading the investigations as part of the
| nspector General's offices for the Federal Housing Finance
Agency and the U. S. Departnent of Housing and Urban
Devel opnent. You' ve been a forner Secret Service Agent with
the wi nner of the 2015 Council of the Inspector Generals
Award for Excellence.

M. Hansell, you are currently an Associate Director of
the Boston Consulting Goup in its North Anerican public

sector, having previously served as the Special Assistant to

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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the President for National Security Affairs and as Seni or
Director for National Threats -- Transnational Threats on
the NSC staff. As a Special Forces officer, you conmanded
the force teamon the ground in Afghanistan

M. Pol akowski, prior to your recent service as
Managi ng Menber of the Everest Technol ogy, LLC, you served
as a Senior Intelligence Support Oficer with the CIA.  You
al so have a 36-year career of distinguished service in the
US Arny, culmnating as the Deputy Director for U S.
Strategi ¢ Command for Conbati ng Weapons of Mass Destructi on,
and retiring as the Major Ceneral in the United -- Arny
Reser ve.

M. Brener, you have a 20-year civilian career in
finance and capital managenent. [In 2007, you were appointed
by President George W Bush to be a Wite House Fellow, and
| ater served on the Honel and Security Council, where you
were an aut hor of the 2007 National Strategy for Honel and
Security. Prior to that, you served for years as a Navy
SEAL.

So, we have a great bunch here.

Gentlenen, it's standard, we have the -- sone required
guestions that are -- questions. So, |I'mgoing to ask these
guestions and ask each one of you to respond vocally. Ckay?

Have you adhered to applicable |l aws and regul ati ons

governing the conflict of interest? Al four of you.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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[AIl four witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman I nhofe: Ws that four? GCh, okay.

W1l you ensure that your staff conplies with deadlines
establ i shed for requested conmuni cations, including
guestions for the record in hearings?

[All four witnesses answered in the affirmtive.]

Chai rman I nhofe: WII| you cooperate in providing
wi t nesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

[AIl four witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman I nhofe: WII those w tnesses be protected
fromreprisal for the testinony and briefings?

[All four witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman I nhofe: Do you agree, if confirned, to appear
and testify before this commttee?

[AI'l four witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman I nhofe: And do you agree to provide
docunents, including copies of electronic fornms and
comuni cation, in a tinmely manner when requested by a duly-
constituted commttee, or to consult with the conmttee
regarding the basis for any good-faith delay or denial in
provi di ng such docunents?

[All four witnesses answered in the affirmative.]

Chai rman | nhofe: Have you assuned any duties or

undertaken any actions which woul d appear to presune an

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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out conme of this hearing?

[All four witnesses answered in the negative.]

Chai rman I nhofe: Well, | don't have to tell you guys,
this is a serious time, a threatened tine we're in. This
hearing, | think, is very significant at this tine.

Senat or Reed.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE

| SLAND
Senator Reed: Well, thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman.
| want to thank you and -- for having this hearing, also

wel come our nom nees, and also their famlies who are
wat chi ng, supporting them

| would be rem ss, however, if | would -- once again
did not take this opportunity to rem nd nmy coll eagues that
the adm nistration recently disregarded our constitutiona
role of advice and consent with respect to the appointnent
of M. Tata to the Departnent of Defense, when it was clear
t hat he would not receive confirmation fromthis body. This
is an abuse of power that continues to disturb me and shoul d
cause us all consternation about the appropriate role --
constitutional role of both the President and the United
States Senate. And | would hope that the adm nistration
woul d be taking actions to rectify and to prevent any
further erosion or disruption of the appropriate role
between the United States Senate and the adm nistration.

| had the opportunity, gentlenen, to talk with nost of
you, | think, previously.

M. Abend, | want to thank you for our conversation
You have extensive experience as an investigator, but you
have never really had the experience as an I nspector

General, which is, | think, a specific and a very, very

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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sophi sticated operation. You' ve been a Special Agent. You
served in many areas, but you've never served in the
mlitary, in the Departnment of Defense. And you're being
asked now to be the Inspector General for the Departnent of
Def ense. And again, we acknow edge your skill as an

i nvestigator, but you will be |eading 1600 professionals in
jobs that transcend investigations. They're very conpl ex
operations when it comes to the Departnent of Defense and to
the I nspector Ceneral's operations.

Al so, in 2008, we passed the |Inspector Ceneral Reform
Act, and one of the functions was the creation of a Counci
of Inspector Generals on Integrity and Efficiency, or it's
called the CAE. One of their roles is to nake
reconmendations for appointnents to |G positions. And your
nom nation is the only recent |G nom nation that was not
submtted for a recommendation. And so, we have no input
fromthe Council. And again, | think that is an unfortunate
detrinment to you, and we are |acking the advice and the
i nsi ght of the Council.

M. Hansell, you've been nom nated to serve as the
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence/ Security.
| believe your service to the Arnmy and the Speci al Forces,
on the National Security Council, and as nanagenent
consultant in industry provide you wth val uabl e and

rel evant experience for the position. |In your answers to

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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the conmttee's advance policy questions, you consistently
enphasi zed the i nportance of coll aboration and coordi nation
to the effective performance of the duties of the office,
and | appreciate this perspective very nmuch. The Ofice for
t he Under Secretary for Defense for Intelligence/Security
nmust be focused on providing intelligence support to our
warfighters and security services for all components of the
Departnent of Defense.

M. Pol akowski, you have been nom nated to the position
of Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear, Chem cal, and
Bi ol ogi cal Defense Prograns. As a forner chem cal officer,
you have an experience in defendi ng agai nst chem cal and
bi ol ogi cal weapons. That know edge will be inportant as you
oversee the Defense Departnent's expertise in these areas,
particularly in the Departnment's role in the whol e-of -
governnent effort to devel op a vacci ne agai nst the
coronavirus. M. Polakowski, if confirmed, another major
part of your portfolio will deal with nuclear matters. You
wi || have acquisition oversight, along with the Departnent
of Energy's Nuclear -- excuse ne -- National Nuclear
Security Adm nistration, on the reduction schedules for the
nucl ear warheads. You will also be involved wth managi ng
t he Nucl ear Weapons Council, which is the joint DOD DOE body
to coordinate these efforts. | have concerns about your

expertise in nuclear matters, since you have great

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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experience in chem cal and biol ogi cal weapons, and | would
hope, and I know, that you will focus a great deal of your
attention in getting up to speed with respect to nucl ear
matters.

M. Brener, you are nom nated to be the next Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and Low
Intensity Conflict, or the ASD SOLIC, a critically inportant
position tasked with the oversight of, and advocacy for,
Speci al Operations Forces, in addition to other policy
responsibilities related to counterterrorism irregular
war fare, counternarcotics, and building partner capacity.
| f confirnmed, you will be charged with conpleting | ong-
overdue actions to enable the Ofice of the ASD SCLIC to
fulfill its service-like responsibilities related to Speci al
Operations Forces. The Departnent has fallen short of the
cl ear mandate provided by the Congress nearly 4 years ago
and the efforts to hire qualified personnel, update
Department gui dance to integrate SOLIC into the
deci si onnaki ng bodies. Al of this nust be accel erat ed.
Unfortunately, several high-profile m sconduct incidents in
recent years have led to questions about the professionalism
and ethics of our Special Operators. | opposed, as |
i ndi cated to you on the phone, the President's inappropriate
intervention in several war-crinmes cases |ast Novenber, and

remai n concerned about the nessage such actions send to our

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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troops, the Anerican people, our allies, and our

adversaries. |I'mparticularly interested in the conments
you nade regardi ng Chiefs Edward Gal |l agher, and |I'Il| address
t hose during our questioning. | believe the ASD SCLI C needs
to be a person who is not only wlling to advocate for
SOCOM but al so hold each nenber to the highest standards of
conduct, and not appl aud those who abandon those standards.

| look forward to the testinony of all the nom nees.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator Reed.

As a rem nder, we're going to be joined -- sone of our
menbers will be coming in via conputer, and | hope it's
going to work better than it did |ast Tuesday.

And |"'mgoing to take the opportunity here to make up
for a problemthat existed | ast Tuesday. That is that
Senator Cotton was on, but was not able to talk. So, we're
going to give himtw ce as nuch tine, w thout objection

We're going to hear now fromthe nmenbers, in order of
-- starting with M. Abend, and then Hansell, then
Pol akowski, then Brener. And we'd |like to suggest you can
make your remarks brief, because you'll be getting a |ot of
guestions during the process of this.

So, we'll start with you, try to keep our -- brief.
And, M. Abend, you're recogni zed for your opening

stat enent.

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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STATEMENT OF JASON A. ABEND, NOM NATED TO BE | NSPECTOR
GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

M. Abend: Good norning, M. Chairman, Ranki ng Menber
Reed, and di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee and their
staff. | amgrateful and deeply hunbled to be before you
today for consideration of ny nomi nation to be |nspector
CGeneral of the Departnent of Defense.

| would like to thank the President for his nom nation
and for ny incredible famly, friends, and coll eagues who
have brought nme to this day. And, nost especially to ny
wife, Valerie, who net ne on a blind date 20 years ago, and
has stood by ne ever since. She inspires nme every day. M
amazi ng children, who are constant rem nders for why I
continue this great career in public service. M parents,
who instilled in nme an early |ove of country, and nost
especially ny father, who is the proud product of Arny ROTC
and its Signal Corps. M longtine friends and nentors, Ken
and John, who, over decades, have selflessly given
t hensel ves to ne.

If confirmed, | will have the high honor and privil ege
of serving al ongside 73 other Federal |nspectors CGeneral, as
wel | as the 1600 extraordinarily skilled professionals of
t he Departnent of Defense Ofice of Inspector CGeneral. It
is a huge responsibility I would not take lightly, but one,

if confirmed, I will gladly accept.

11

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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| nspectors General are center stage at today's nost
i nportant matters, and none nore so than the DOD O G In
addition to overseeing the Departnment of Defense's
activities around the gl obe, they are here at hone facing
t he pandem c, including broad oversight with the Pandem c
Response Accountability Conmittee and the Gover nnent
Accountability Ofice to oversee the Federal investnent in,
and response to, the COVID-19 pandemi c.

Congress has appropriated $10.6 billion to the

Departnment of Defense for prevention, preparation, and

response to COVID-19, as well as a separate $20 million
appropriation to the 1G for oversight of the sanme. |If
confirmed, |I'mconfident that ny over-two decades of diverse
managenent and oversi ght experience will serve ne well in

| eading the DOD O G Having served as a Special Agent with

two other Ofices of Inspector Ceneral, as well as with the

U S. Secret Service, | have | ed conplex investigations into
civil, crimnal, and enpl oyee m sconduct. Through these
experiences, | wtnessed firsthand how fraud, waste, and

abuse negatively inpacted governnent prograns, services, and
ultimatel y our taxpayers, and how sustai ned oversi ght and
preventative corrective actions are critical to the
ef fective operations of our governnent.

In closing, in many of ny neetings with both you and

your staff, we discussed the inportance of independence and

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

13

of transparency. | stated then, and publicly reaffirm now,
my conmtmnent to chanpion both of these val ues w t hout
reservation and w thout exception. |If confirmed, | wll
exercise ny responsibilities, as | have throughout ny
career, by gathering and followi ng the facts, wherever they
| ay, analyzing the data objectively, and applying the |aw
wi t hout favor or preconception.

| want to thank you, M. Chairman, Ranki ng Menber Reed,
and nenbers of the commttee, and | | ook forward to
answeri ng your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Abend foll ows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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STATEMENT OF BRADLEY D. HANSELL, NOM NATED TO BE
DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR | NTELLI GENCE AND
SECURI TY

M. Hansell: Chairman | nhofe, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee, thank you for the
opportunity to appear before you today, and for your
consideration of nmy nom nation to be Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense for Intelligence and Security.

| appreciate the trust and confidence the President and
Secretary Esper have placed in nme, and amtruly grateful for
the opportunity to serve again, if confirned.

My journey to this hearing roomtoday began with
| essons learned in ny famly at an early age, the val ue of
service and the love of our country. M grandfather was a
sailor in the Pacific during Wrld War Il. M father and
uncl e were both naval officers, a submariner and a P-3
pilot. M brother, Brian, is an Active Duty Marine officer
and a F-35 pilot, who hinself married a Marine naval flight
officer. M other brother, Mchael, and his wife are both
DOD civilians serving the Navy as ny nother-in-law did. For
three generations, ny famly has sworn to protect and defend
the Constitution, as | nyself have had the honor to do
mul tiple tines.

Each chapter of nmy career has hel ped to uniquely

prepare ne for this role. As a Special Forces officer,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)
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was both a consuner and collector of intelligence.
Downr ange, | saw firsthand how tinmely and accurate
intelligence affects the fidelity of mlitary strategy,
operations, and risk to force. As a Senior Director on the
Nati onal Security Council staff, | had an opportunity to
work closely with the interagency to coordinate
governnmentw de efforts enhancing our collective security.
In this role, | was rem nded daily how essential integrated
intelligence is to supporting national policymking and its
i npl enentation. And now, as a | eader on the Boston
Consulting G oup North American Public Sector Team | work
to bring conmercial best practices to governnent probl ens.

| approach ny nom nation with a clear focus on the
criticality of defense intelligence and security efforts in
support of the National Defense Strategy. These efforts are
essential to ensure that the United States retains a
strategi c advantage in the conpetitive and contested
environnments we face today. The foundational mlitary
intelligence necessary to inform great-power conpetition,
and the technol ogy and environnent in which it wll occur,
i S paranount.

Wth programcosts to neet these threats incredibly
hi gh, and the cost of misallocation even higher, the prem um
on intelligence informng prudent investnent acquisition is

at an alltine level. Furthernore, as nmalign activity from

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

17

adversaries short of arned conflict continues to rise, the
timely and accurate intelligence required to inform/leaders
and warfighters alike in response is critical.

Lastly, ensuring we are fully | everaging protecting our
nati onal security innovation base will remain a significant
i nperative. The defense intelligence and security
enterprise nust continue aggressively seeking comerci al
partnerships to retain our innovation advantage while at the
sane tinme protecting this advantage agai nst a grow ng range
of adversarial attenpts to infiltrate and underm ne our
sources of strength. If confirmed, | ook forward to
supporting these crucial efforts and serving the nmen and
wonen of the defense intelligence and security enterprise.

In closing, |"'mcommtted to working closely with this
commttee and other conmttees of jurisdiction to provide
the informati on needed to carry out oversi ght
responsibilities.

Thank you for your tine today, and consideration of ny
nom nation. | |look forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Hansell follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF LUCAS N. POLAKOWBKI, NOM NATED TO BE
ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR NUCLEAR, CHEM CAL, AND
Bl OLOG CAL DEFENSE PROGRAMS

M. Pol akowski: Thank you, Chairman |nhofe, Ranking
Menber Reed, and nenbers of the commttee, as you consider
my nomi nation to be Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Nucl ear, Chem cal, and Biol ogical Defense Progranms. | am
honored to be considered for this inportant position, and it
iIs a great privilege to appear before you today.

| wish to thank President Trunp and Secretary Esper for
this opportunity and their confidence in nme and support for
nmy nomni nati on.

| amvery appreciative of ny famly, who have supported
me during ny |ong career of past governnment service,
especially ny children and ny sister, who, unfortunately,
coul d not be here today.

| am here today desiring to continue to serve our
Nati on and our national defense in the nuclear, chemcal,
and bi ol ogi cal defense areas. After nmy comm ssioning at the
Citadel, | served the majority of ny 36-year Arny career
def endi ng our Nation agai nst the scourge of weapons of nass
destruction. | believe ny career to date has both prepared
me and given ne great insight into the ASD and CB portfolio,
and a sound appreciation for the needs of the warfighter and

the joint force in both acquiring and sustaining nuclear,

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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chem cal, and bi ol ogi cal defense capabilities.

During these tinmes, | regard nodernizing our nuclear
deterrent and its associated National Nuclear Security
Adm nistration infrastructure as critical to our Nation's
security and preserving our Anmerican way of life. M
previ ous senior-|leader tours at both U S. Strategi ¢ Command
and at the Joint Staff developed in ne a deep understandi ng
of U S. Strategic Conmmand' s nucl ear deterrence m ssion and
the Joint Forces' roles in preventing, countering, and, if
needed, defendi ng our Nation agai nst weapons of nass
destruction. If confirnmed, | pledge to focus on noderni zi ng
our nuclear triad, building on the partnership the
Department of Defense has with the NNSA, inproving counter-
WVD prograns, and conpleting destruction of the remai nder of
our | egacy chem cal weapons stock pile, on tinme and wthin
budget. If confirnmed, | pledge to work with the Congress in
these efforts, and to enhance our conmuni cation and
cooper ati on.

Thank you again. 1'Il look forward to your questi ons.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Pol akowski follows:]

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF LOQUIS W BREMER, NOM NATED TO BE
ASS| STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SPECI AL OPERATI ONS/ LOW
| NTENSI TY CONFLI CT

M. Brener: Chairman |Inhofe, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di stingui shed nenbers of this conmttee, it is an honor to
appear before you today as the President's nom nee for
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and
Low Intensity Conflict.

| want to thank the President and the Secretary of
Def ense for this opportunity. |If confirmed, it will be ny
hi ghest professional honor to again serve al ongsi de the nost
capabl e and honorable fighting force in the world.

| would like to begin by recognizing ny amazing wfe,
Brooke, and son, WIIl, who are watching froma | ocation
nearby. Their unconditional |ove and support nmakes this all
possible. To nmy son, if | amconfirned, the | ong hours and
time apart will be the hardest on you. For that, | thank
you. | couldn't be any nore proud.

| would like to thank my brother, Steve, ny sister,
Tamry, ny extended famly, and countless friends and
nei ghbors and nmentors whose counsel and support throughout
nmy career have been inval uabl e.

Most of all, I'd like to thank my parents, Lou and
Carol Brener. They are watching from ny honetown of Bossier

City in the great State of Louisiana. Because of their
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sacrifice, | have lived the Anerican Dream M/ nom was a
West Virginia coal mner's daughter. She grew up in a
"holler" with no running water. M dad enlisted in the Air
Force at 17, and served 20 years in uniform They taught ne
the i nportance of faith, hard work, and | ove of country.
Mom and Dad, thank you, and | |ove you.

The national security challenges we face are conpl ex
and rapidly evolving. The rise of great-power conpetition
with China and Russia has dramatically increased the stakes
of the gane, and the nyriad threats we face from rogue
regi mes and nonstate actors persist. The consequences of
failing to deter great powers is the potential for total
war. This is the challenge of our l|ifetinmnes.

The National Defense Strategy articul ates a sober
assessnent of these threats and a path forward to address
them | am encouraged by the alignnent of the Congress and
t he Departnent behind the NDS. | support it without
reservation.

Since 9/11, U S. Special Operations Conmmand has | ed our
gl obal fight against terrorism |In so doing, they have
perfected their craft. They are unmatched gl obally, |ethal,
and agile. The return on investnent for the U S taxpayer
has been i nreasurable. Qur battlefield prinmacy has caused
our terrorist adversaries to adapt. They are networked and

di stributed. They |everage technology to recruit and
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radi cal i ze synpathizers to |aunch attacks from outsi de and
i nside our borders. China and Russia seek to underm ne our
conpetitive advantage by investing heavily in asymretric
capabilities in the realns of disinformation, cyber, space,
hypersoni cs, and undersea. They challenge us in the gray
zone between conpetition and conflict, often using proxies
to do their bidding while also building their conventi onal
capabilities.

VWiile SOCCOMw || always lead in counterterrorism it is
-- it has a critical role to play under the NDS. This
requires a concerted, long-terminvestnent in how we
organi ze, train, and equip the force. Building on the
decades-1ong focus on counterterrorismw || al so address
energent threats posed by great powers in the principal
challenge -- is the principal challenge facing U S. Speci al
Operations Command. It is not a transition fromone to the
ot her, but an adaptation to confront both. Under the
| eadership of General Carke and his predecessors, this
process is well underway. |If confirmed, it wll be ny top
priority.

SOF nust dominate in the gray space through the
instruments of irregular warfare to erode our adversaries
power and influence. W nust invest smartly in
revol utionary technologies -- artificial intelligence,

unmanned systens, 5G and others -- and we nust be a gl oba

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

25

| eader in the information domain.

Al of this nust be grounded in SOF's total comm tnent
to ethics. |If confirned, | will address head-on the nora
and | egal failings that have surfaced within the ranks in
recent years. These actions betray the very principles we
fight for and erode the sacred trust of the Anerican people.
They al so tarnish the | egacy of the vast nmgjority who have
served so honorably, fromOSS in Wrld War 1l to SOF today.
| give you ny conmmtnent to enact all necessary reforns, in
partnership with the Commander of U. S. Special Operations
Conmmand.

And through all this, it's critical that we safeguard
the well-being of the force and the famlies. The |ast few
decades have put them under trenendous strain. Taking care
of our people is nonnegoti abl e.

Thank you again for your time and considerati on.
| ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Brener follows:]
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Chai rman | nhofe: Ckay. Thank you very much, M.
Br ener .

And we're going to start our 5-mnute rounds of each
menber. 1'd like to ask you to try to hold it to 5 m nutes,
because we have a lot of interest, and, of course, we have
four of the witnesses before us. Five mnutes, except for
Senator Cotton. |'ve already explained that. He can have
nore time, if he wants it.

But, I"mgoing to start mne with M. Pol akowski. |
can't think of anyone who's in a better position to assess
what we need for our NNSA with -- than you, and the
background that you have and you bring to this commttee,
which | appreciate very nuch. As Assistant Secretary of
Def ense for Nuclear, Chem cal, and Biol ogi cal Prograns, you
woul d be designated Staff Secretary for the Nucl ear Wapons
Council. That neans that you would be responsible for
ensuring coordi nati on between DOD and t he National Nuclear
Security Adm nistration on all nucl ear nodernization
prograns, funding requirenents, and policy.

Let me ask you a question. Do you believe that DCD,
acting through the Nucl ear Weapons Council, should provide
gui dance and assistance to the NNSA as it develops its
budget each year?

M. Pol akowski: | do, Senator.

Chai rman I nhofe: Can you think of any reason why you

26
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woul dn' t ?

M. Polakowski: | can't. | see the NNSA supporting
t he Departnent of Defense in its m ssion.

Chai rman I nhofe: |If confirnmed, what would you think if
you were prevented from even seeing the NNSA budget unti
after it was finalized for subm ssion to Congress?

M. Pol akowski: | think that would be a m stake and
woul d severely inpair not only our existing triad, but our
noder ni zation efforts, going forward in the future, and, in
fact, could potentially jeopardize our national defense --

Chai rman I nhofe: That would be a disaster, wouldn't

M. Pol akowski: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman I nhofe: | believe that's -- and that's
exactly what sone people would Iike, and specifically sone
in the Departnment of Energy.

The Nucl ear Weapons Council is currently conposed of
si x Under Secretaries or equivalent general officers, five
from DOD, and one from NNSA. Recently, sone have proposed
to elevate the Council to the Secretary |evel and
designating the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of
Energy as co-chairs.

Now, let ne read that. | think I kind of stunbled
t hrough t hat.

The Nucl ear Weapons Council is currently conposed of
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si x Under Secretaries or equivalent general officers, five
from DOD, and one from NNSA. Recently, sone have proposed
el evating the Council to the Secretary |l evel and designating
the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of Energy as co-
chairs.

What woul d be your opinion of this proposal?

M. Pol akowski: | think that's a m stake, and | woul d
not support it, Senator.

Chai rman I nhofe: Wuldn't that put the Secretary of
Ener gy where he coul d have the veto power?

M. Pol akowski: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you

Senat or Reed.

Senat or Reed: Well, thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman.

Let me al so associate nyself with your comrents which
you directed to the Doctor with respect to the role of the
Departnment of Defense in crafting the budget between DOCE and
DOD. So, thank you, M. Chairman, for your |eadership.

M. Brener, we had an opportunity to chat on the phone.
| raised the issue of Chief Gallagher. You pointed out that
you had made comments, but they were in the trial phase,
before the conclusion of the trial, and they were generally
about due process, about everyone getting a fair process.
And | -- we agree with that.

But, the President's actions cane after the due-process
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phase, and that rai ses one question. Do you believe that,
first, an individual mlitary nenber, particularly a Speci al
Operat or, should be held accountable for m sconduct?

M. Brener: Senator, wthout question, m sconduct
shoul d never be tolerated within the SOF enterprise or DOD,
wit |arge.

Senator Reed: Do you believe that Chief Gallagher,
after the due process given to himby the mlitary justice

system was he held accountabl e appropriately for his

conduct ?

M. Brener: Senator, | know he was convicted of posing
with an 1SIS warfighter. | don't condone that activity. It
has no place in the SOF enterprise. | know the President
wei ghed in on the matter. |It's his prerogative as the
Commander in Chief. | think that authority that's invested

in himhas been exercised by nmany presidents over tine.

Senat or Reed: But, the question still remains. Do you
bel i eve that Chief Gallagher was hel d accountabl e
appropriately under due process by the mlitary for his
conduct ?

M. Brener: Senator, | knowthe mlitary did its part
t hrough due process and the UCMI. They found himguilty of
posing with the I1SIS fighter. The ultimte adjudication of
that went to the President's desk. |I'mnot privy to the

counsel that he was provided. |'mnot even privy to the
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details of the case. So, |'ve got no further conment.

Senator Reed: Well, what nessage does the President's
action send if, in fact -- your conments were about due
process, and there's -- | wll accept those as fair comments
-- but, the due-process argunents have -- were resol ved.

There is a possibility that the nessage that was sent, not
only in this context, but the context of at |east two other
incidents, where a infantry |ieutenant was pardoned who had
ordered his troops to kill civilians, where a Special Forces
officer was in a process of adjudication when he was
pardoned. Does that send a nessage to our troops and to the
world at large that this behavior is acceptable rather than,
as you initially indicated, unacceptabl e?

M. Brener: Yeah, | understand the concern, Senator.
And, wi thout question, we hold our warfighters to a very
hi gh standard. |If | amconfirnmed in this position, | wll
ensure those standards are appropriately enforced. 1It's
al ways going to be the President's prerogative as the
Commander in Chief to weigh in on those issues. And again,
|"mnot privy to the counsel that he's provided in that
pr ocess.

Senator Reed: And just a final point. GCeneral d arke
has undertaken a significant study of the culture of the
Speci al Operations, because incidents like this -- and sone

not as serious, but incidents |like this have cropped up.
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Are you concerned about, as you go into this job, your role
of inplenenting those changes so that the culture is
i mproved?

M. Brener: Yes, Senator. |'ve read that report. |
was actual ly encouraged by it, even nore encouraged by the
fact that I know CGeneral C arke and his staff are proceedi ng
to i mpl ement those key findings. There were 16 key findi ngs
under a nunber of different categories. | wll
whol eheartedly support that effort and do ny role in
assisting himwth that.

Senat or Reed: Thank you.

M. Bremer: Thank you

Senator Reed: M. Hansel, one of your responsibilities
with the Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency,
whi ch has gotten nore and nore responsibility each day since
it has to protect our -- the contractors and all of the
enterprise fromintrusion by foreign powers,
cyberintrusions, nmultiple intrusions, | just would |ike you
to give us a sense that you will focus your attention on
maki ng sure this agency is up to speed. Can you do that?

M. Hansell: Yes, Senator, and certainly recognize the
inmportant role it plays in securing our supply chain, and
countering continual efforts by our adversaries to exploit
vul nerabilities in the supply chain, and | ook for weaknesses

in our security protocols.

31
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Senat or Reed: Again, thank you

And, M. Pol akowski, you have extraordi nary experience
as a chem cal weapons officer, which is going to cone in, as
| indicated, extrenely fortunately, given the chem ca
i ssues and the biological issues we're facing. One area
where | think you agree that you will spend a little nore
time, extra study, is nuclear policy. Do you have, sort of,
a sense of how you're going to get up to speed as fast as
possi bl e?

M. Pol akowski: | do, Senator. | plan to, if
confirmed, and with ny staff, and go over to update nyself
on what has occurred in the recent past, and, npst
importantly, what are those pressing issues that are com ng
up inmmedi ately, as well as the long term and then branch
out and work very closely with my NNSA col | eagues, the
Deputy Secretary -- I'msorry -- Deputy Adm nistrator for
Def ense Programs, Dr. Verdon, as well as the Adm nistrator,
Li sa Hagerty -- Gordon-Hagerty.

Senat or Reed: Thank you.

And, M. Abend, you' ve had a career dedicated to public
service, and you' ve done it with admrable skill and
dedi cation and patriotic commtnment. W appreciate that
very much

In your newrole, you're going to be in a very

difficult position. That is, you're going to have to be

32
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sort of keeping tabs on your bosses, nore or |less, the
Secretary of Defense, senior mlitary officers, et cetera,
who potentially mght outrank you. | assune that you're not
only prepared to do that, but you see that as one of the
nost significant responsibilities of an I1G which is to
speak truth to power every day, even if that person happens
to be the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of State or
the Secretary of anything else. |Is that a fair assessnent?
M. Abend: Yes, Senator, it is. | think one of the

great aspects of nmy background is that | don't cone fromthe

Departnment of Defense. It nmakes ne an i ndependent arbiter
of fact, and not comng with any |legacy bias. | don't
belong to a service. | don't belong to a conmponent. It's

critical to talk truth to power. That's one of the key
roles of an Inspector General. So, if confirnmed, you have
my conmtmnent that that will be the way that | organi ze the
office, run the office, and report out of the office, sir.

Senator Reed: And reporting to the Congress, when
appropriate, and to others, individuals, when appropriate,
correct?

M. Abend: Yes, Senator.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman | nhofe: By WDbEx, Senator Wcker, you are

recogni zed.
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Senat or Wcker: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And t hanks, to the witnesses, for their willingness to
serve the governnent.

M. Abend, let nme just follow up on the interesting
exchange between you and Senator Reed just now. | think you
nmenti oned an inportant perspective there. But, also, you
bring 20 years of experience in offices of Inspector
CGeneral, the Federal Housing Finance Agency O G as well as
t he Departnment of Urban Devel opnent O G  And, of course,
you nentioned, in your testinony, you intend to be a | eader
in rooting out waste, fraud, and abuse. |It's harder to
find, as we've seen over tinme, than you m ght think
There's certainly no line itemthat we can cut for waste,
fraud, and abuse. It has to be identified. It has to be --
you have to convince others that this particular spending
is, indeed, wasteful and abusi ve.

What experience do you think, in these other agencies,
you'll be able to bring to the Departnent of Defense to save
us sone noney there? Because we're going to actually need
to spend nore noney defending Anerica. And, to the extent
we can save noney where it is being spent ineffectively, we
can do a better job of securing our freedom and our
security.

M. Abend: So, thank you, Senator, for that question.

One of the primary aspects of the Inspector CGeneral's
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office is obviously to do econony and efficiency reviews of
progranms and operations. And one of those critical elenents
is to review, constantly, how expenditures such as contract
oversi ght are being conducted. One of the critical elenents
| think that we can all agree on is that, for exanple,
mlitary -- privatized mlitary housing was not executed
well. It's a-- not only a wellness issue for our mlitary
servicenmenbers and famly, but it's a critical failure in a
gover nment program

Aspects of ny background that coul d address savi ngs
woul d i ncl ude | ooking at prograns as they're being stood up,
identifying, early and often, how we can acconmodate to save
noney, and then ferreting out fraud, waste, and abuse
t hroughout, with proper mtigation techniques. There's a
| ot of roomfor inprovenent, obviously, throughout the
entire enterprise, and I"'mcommtted to hel ping with that
effort.

Senator Wcker: And could you give us your assessnent,
so far, of the audit of the Departnment of Defense? A
massi ve undertaking, but if you' d tell us, in a few m nutes
remai ni ng, how you see that is going, and how you coul d
contri bute.

M. Abend: Sure. So, the Departnent of Defense's
consol idated audit is an absolutely gigantic undertaking.

The Departnent spends about a billion dollars a year on the
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effort. The Departnment of Defense O Gis in charge of
ensuring that the 23 consolidated financial statenents can
come together. | think that, over the last 2 years it's
been conducted, there has been incredible gromh in the
ability to identify the universe of transactions, and al so
identify performance areas that could be inproved, including
the financial services and auditing conponents inprovenents,
the I T systens, and as well as the data conpliance neasures.
| think that there is absolutely roomfor inprovenent on how
that audit can be conducted, but the DOD O G has been doi ng
an incredi ble job managi ng the i ndependent public
accountants, their staff as well, and working with the other
conmponents and servi cenenbers to get that job done.

Senat or Wcker: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairnman.

And | yield back.

Chai rman | nhofe: Senator Shaheen.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Brener, | appreciated the exchange you had with
Senat or Reed about the inportance of responding to the SOCOM
Conpr ehensi ve Review, which found -- and |I'm quoting, here
-- "a SOCOM cul ture overly focused on force enpl oynent and
m ssi on acconplished that creates the context or situations
all owi ng for m sconduct and unethi cal behavior to devel op
within the SOF enterprise,"” end quote.

You have a nunber of interesting -- have had a nunber
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of interesting social nedia posts, where you featured

di sparagi ng corments about Denocratic candi dates, where you
have pictures -- had pictures with a nunber of

personalities, sone of whom have been discredited, including
a man naned M1 o Yiannopoul os, who lost his job -- or
resigned at Breitbart after he defended pedophilia. So, as
you think about the role that you will play in responding to
t hat SOCOM Conpr ehensi ve Revi ew, how do you expl ain sone of
your past social nedia posts and activities, which | assune
you woul d agree with ne are not the kind of nodel we want to
hold up to our Special Operations Forces?

M. Brener: Yes, Senator. Listen, those were posts
that | regret. They were flippant. They were in ny
capacity as a private sector. | amnow down to Linkedln on
social nedia. And, you know, people that know ne and have
wor ked with nme over the last 30 years, both in uniform and
in the private sector, know that |I'ma serious person. |'m
a businessman, |I'ma national security professional. | plan
to take that body of work and experience to the enterprise.
Ethics is a very big thing. ['ve lived it inuniform 1've
lived it outside of uniform |'ve relieved people, as a

commander and as a chairman of a conpany, for unethica

behavior. So, | take these issues very serious, and ny
oversight role, as it relates to ethics, wll be a top
priority.
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Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. | appreciate that.

Can you tell me if you're still a managing director at
Cer berus Capital ?

M. Bremer: | am

Senat or Shaheen: And if you are confirnmed, do you plan
to divest from Cerberus?

M. Brener: Yes, Senator. |'ve gone through an
extensive ethics review and agreed to nmake a nunber of
different divestitures as part of that review. There are
sone findings in ny ethics agreenent, after a detailed
review by the Ofice of Governnment Ethics, where they felt
the investnments that | held did not pose a conflict for this
particular post. |If I'mever involved in a matter, a
particular matter that involves any equities what soever
across ny portfolio, I will either recuse nyself or divest,
as appropri ate.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

And | woul d ask you the sane thing about Tier 1, which
has been reported to be a conpany that trained sone of the

i ndi vi dual s who were responsi ble for the nurder of Janmal

Khashoggi. Are you still involved in Tier 1? And, if
confirnmed, will you agree to divest from any invol venent
t here?

M. Brenmer: Yes, Senator. |I'mon the board. | do not

have any interest in Tier 1 Goup. And, if confirnmed, |
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woul d be stepping off and resigning fromthat board and al
ot her boards of Cerberus.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

M. Pol akowski, if confirnmed, you're going to be
responsi bl e for devel oping policies and recommendati ons on
nucl ear weapons, as you've testified. As you know, the New
START Treaty expires in 2021, and the adm nistration is
still considering whether to call for the 5-year extension
that the Treaty allows. Can you share your thoughts on
whet her you think we should extend the New START Treaty and
what benefits it provides to our national security?

M. Pol akowski: Well, if confirnmed, I will, of course,
defer to the Departnent of State and to the Under Secretary
for Policy. But, with regards to nyself as a private
citizen and as a professional, we live in a very, what |
consi der, dangerous tine. W have two near- peer
conpetitors, Russia and China, who have been noderni zi ng
very rigorously over the -- over these past years, while we
have not. And we are in a precarious state now. In fact,
there are thousands of systens that are not covered by the
exi sting New START Treaty that are quite concerning,
believe, to the Anerican public as well as the
adm ni stration.

Nevert hel ess, there are benefits with the Treaty

itself. Both nations have foll owed the Treaty provisions.
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And, fromwhat |'ve heard in previous testinony from

previ ous Strategi ¢ Command comranders, as well as other
senior leaders in the Joint Force, is that they do get val ue
fromthe existing verification provisions. So, I'll be
happy to expound any further on that.

But, just like is going on right now, |I believe there
is roomfor inprovenent in the Treaty itself to enconpass
nore systens that potentially threaten our Nation and
increase the strength of the verification enforcenent regine
associated with perhaps a renegotiated treaty.

Senat or Shaheen: |'m-- ny tinme is up, so | wll
submt a further -- a followp question for the record. |
think we would all agree that further inprovenents would be
hel pful. | think the question is, What is lost if we can't
get those inprovenents and we |lose the ability to extend New
START?

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator Shaheen.

Senat or Rounds.

Ch. No. Wat? See if he wanted to go.

Senat or Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman.

First of all, | want to thank all of you for your
servi ce.
M. Brener, | enjoyed our conversation a few weeks ago,
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especially your views on maintaining Special Operations
Forces standards while recogni zing these warriors for the
truly awe-inspiring contributions they have nade to our
Nation's security.

| want to follow up wth you, though, on the discussion
we had on the C ose Conbat Lethality Task Force. Secretary
Mattis established this task force and believed that the
personnel policies, training, and equi pnent that we provide
to our close-conbat forces have not kept pace with ngajor
advances in technology: human factors, science, and tal ent
managenent. | agree with his thinking on this issue. These
are the forces who have accounted, historically, for nearly
90 percent of the casualties, yet constitute 4 percent of
the force. Many of them are Special Operations Forces. Can
you provide the conmttee with your perspective on this task
force and the inportant work that it is doing?

M. Brener: Senator, | -- thank you for the question.
| al so enjoyed our discussion, and couldn't agree nore about
the inportance of this task force. The stat that | was
going to share is the exact stat that you just shared, that
front-line conbat units are responsible for 90 percent of
the fatalities of DOD. And so, if we don't get it right at
t he edge of the battl espace, then we're not doing our job as
overseers of the enterprise.

It comes down to technology. You know, increasing the

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

42

lethality of the force -- | think the task force is working
on sort of a 600-neter-fromthe-edge-of-the-battl espace sort
of a directive. Conmes down to night vision, snart

muni tions, the right sort of weaponry. | think we need to
constantly invest in that. W need to iterate it, nake sure
we're giving our front-line soldiers, to your point, many of
whom are SOF, the best that's out there fromboth the
commercial and military industrial conplex to do their jobs.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, sir.

M. Pol akowski, our Chairman has nade it pretty clear
the concern that this commttee has regarding |ong-term
pl anni ng, | eadership, and the responsibilities between the
Departnment of Energy and the Departnent of Defense. I|f we
are going to upgrade and continue the nodernization of our
nucl ear conmand and control, it is absolutely essential that
this issue be cleared up, and be cleared up as soon as
possi ble. Wuld you agree with that, sir?

M. Pol akowski: | do. | -- there has been a | ot of
progress, on the | eadership side, with U S. Strategic
Command, as well as the Under Secretary having significant
responsibilities.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, sir.

M. Abend, | comrend you in your interest in serving as
the DOD IG | think one of the challenges we have working
i n Washi ngton and representing people back honme, like in ny
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home State of South Dakota, is a concern that is expressed
to us on a regular basis, that what happens in Washi ngton
does not reflect the beliefs and values of a ot of the rest
of Anrerica. And, in that regard, they believe that, while
they el ect us to nmake decisions, that the vast majority of
t he decisions that are nade are nade by unel ected
bureaucrats, and that sonetinmes they go w thout control.
And the one thing that they ask of us on a regul ar basis,
tinme and tinme again, is that we do everything we can to
regain control and to understand clearly what does happen
within very, very large departnents, ones in which we expect
executi ve-branch enpl oyees to be responsible, but, at the
same tinme, that we have a responsibility to exercise due
diligence when it conmes to their oversight. You becone a
tool, a very inportant tool, in that battle.

| appreciate the fact that you' ve nmade it clear that
you are fromthe outside, that you are not fromthe inside
of the Pentagon. And | think that is an opportunity for
you. And | guess the only thing that I would ask of you,
sir, is the commtnent that, when you | ook at reports, and
when you | ook at concerns that may come up, that you | ook at
themfromthe eyes of a citizen sitting sonepl ace el se,
out si de of Washington, D.C , and ask the question whether or
not they would believe that the contracts that are being

revi ewed, that the actions of individual departnents within
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t he Departnment of Defense or wwthin the offices, whether or
not they would neet the standards of what a taxpaying
citizen would consider to be a fair use and an appropriate
use of those resources. And | think that's the comm t nent
that you're trying to make, but | just want to make it clear
that | really think you are on the front line, and you can
provide our citizens with a confidence that sonebody, on a
daily basis, is looking out for their interests, as well.

Your thoughts, sir?

M. Abend: Senator, | couldn't agree nore. That is
the primary responsibility as an Inspector Ceneral, is to
ensure not only that citizens have transparency in their
governnent through our reporting to them and that that
reporting is objective, thorough, and tinely, but also that
it'"s witten in plain English so they can interpret the
facts of it. DOD OG has a great history of doing so,

i ncl udi ng the Consolidated Financial Analysis that they put
out. It's very easy to understand. And I'mcommtted to
ensuring that that continues forward, and that, when
accountability is due, that accountability is handed down,
as wel | .

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Bl unent hal
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Senator Blunenthal: Thanks, M. Chairnman.

M. Abend, you and | tal ked on the phone about the
vul nerability of Inspectors Ceneral, and the critical role
they play that, in effect, makes them vul nerable. This
adm ni stration has, unfortunately, seen a high turnover --
just yesterday, the departure of another Inspector Ceneral
at the Departnent of State. Wiat will you do to nmake sure
t hat your i ndependence is safeguarded agai nst any ki nd of
I nterference?

M. Abend: Senator, any request that cones towards ne,
whether it be fromthe Wite House, Congress, or the public,
will be treated the sanme way, independently, objectively,
and through the analytic |l ens of an Inspector General.
Nobody has preference, in ny book.

Senat or Blunenthal: The kind of turnover we've seen,
largely the result of the President firing Inspectors
CGeneral w thout cause, has severely underm ned effective
oversight and, in fact, the role of the Congress as well as
t hose I nspectors CGeneral. And when you and | spoke, |
mentioned that | have introduced, with Senator Warren, a
nmeasure called the CORE Act that would forbid the firing of
| nspectors Ceneral w thout cause. It would provide rights
of action to those Inspectors CGeneral, as well as to others,
against illegal firings. Have you reviewed that
| egislation? And wll you support it?
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M. Abend: Senator, | have reviewed the |egislation.
At this tinme, | would like to, you know -- | would like to
pause on whet her or not | could support your exact
| egislation until | would have a chance to discuss that with
t he other professionals at the Defense Departnent |nspector
General. | think that the content of the |egislation, the
concept of protecting Inspector Generals' independence is
critical. | think all Inspector Generals should be
permtted to investigate to the full conpletion of their
investigation without interference, bar none. The specifics
of that legislation and the inpact it would have on the
long-term-- | think, on the long-termresponsibilities for
all Inspector Cenerals, | just don't want to see a situation
where the | G community becones a sense of sovereignty. |
want to ensure that there's also oversight of that, as well.

Senator Blunenthal: WII|l you commt that you wll
review it and conme back to ne with a position, hopefully
supporting it?

M. Abend: Senator, as we discussed on the phone, |
think we had a very transparent and honest conversation, |
wi || absolutely have those discussions with you and cone
back to you with a deci sion

Senator Blunmenthal: M. Hansell, over the |ast few
days, nmenbers of this commttee and ot hers have received

classified briefings about foreign threats to the security
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of our election. These briefings and the docunents we've
been shown have been absolutely chilling. | find them
shocki ng and appalling. Wuld you agree with ne that the
Aneri can peopl e need and deserve to know nore about these
security threats?

M. Hansell: Senator, | certainly agree that the
foreign malign activity ainmed at underm ning our denocratic
process will continue. And | personally believe the best
disinfectant for msinformation is sunlight and woul d work
to informthe threat.

Senator Blunenthal: WII you authorize steps to be
taken to declassify sonme of this information, as nuch as
possi ble, in fact, of this information?

M. Hansell: Senator, at this time, | don't have
access to the classified informati on to make an i nforned
opinion on that. However, | do think a principle, in order
to counter disinformation, is education of the electorate as

wel | as policynakers.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, again, 1'd |ike you to cone
back, and I will put questions in the record on this issue,
as to a neans to declassify this information. | think the

need to know for Americans is urgent. They deserve it.
Let me just say, finally, as | did at the last hearing,
| continue to be really deeply di smayed and outraged by the

installation of General Tata as Acting Deputy Under
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Secretary of Defense Policy. |It's an evasion of
congressional scrutiny. It makes these proceedi ngs a sham
and a nockery. As the Ranking Menber has indicated, others
on this conmttee share that view, | believe. |'mnot sure
what | will do, or we will do. | certainly am now
di sinclined to oppose every nom nee, especially at this |late
stage of this adm nistration, for any position in the
Department of Defense. Wat other neasures may be possi bl e,
|"'mnot commtting to do at this point. Ohers have
mentioned putting a hold on nomnees. |'mnot prepared to
take that step right now But, this appointnent was done in
such bad faith, with such disrespect, |I think that sone
response by this conmttee i s necessary.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman I nhofe: Thank you

Senator Cotton's recognized for his tinme, plus
additional time to make up for our blunder of 2 days ago.

Senator Cotton: | just want to say, for the record, it
wasn't the Chairman's blunder. He is the cutting-edge
t echnol ogi cal early-adopter on this commttee.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator Cotton: So, M. Chairman, | appreciate that.
| won't take a full 10 minutes, though. Maybe we shoul d get
TimKaine, with his fancy little small conputer there, to

run technol ogy for ne.

48
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[ Laught er. ]

Senator Cotton: M. Brener, | want to go back to
sonet hing that you said in your exchange with Senat or
Shaheen. You tal ked about taking responsibility as a
| eader, both in your mlitary service and in the private
sector, tal ked about relieving people. Could you just give
an exanple, fromyour time in the Navy, of an instance where
you had to nake those kind of hard deci sions?

M. Brener: Yeah, Senator. | don't want to go into
great detail on a personnel matter, but, effectively, in a
real -world situation as a conbat |eader, | was in a position
where | had to make a decision on the conbat effectiveness
of ny platoon versus what | saw was a | apse of good order
and di sci pline anongst the ranks. | nmde the tough choice
and sent sonebody back to headquarters. And, you know, the
-- I think it's a -- it's a good | esson, here, because that
i ndi vidual learned a | esson, and he went on to have a very
stellar career, naval special warfare. But, to nme, this is
the sort of |eadership that we need at the | ower |evels of
the ranks. SOF has a distributed operational force, so, you
know, culture and ethics can't just cone fromthe top; it
has to start on day one when a SOF operator cones into the
enterprise, because that SCOF operator may be operating in a
two-man or a four-man unit soneplace, you know, in Africa,

and if they don't have ethics as a core principle that
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guides their daily actions, then it could |lead to bad
behavi or.

Senator Cotton: And that's a nessage that you want al
of our troopers to hear, down to the | owest |evel, that
that's the standards you will expect, should you be
confirmed to this job, not just at the high levels, but down
to junior officers and NCOs, as well.

M. Brener: Absolutely, Senator.

Senator Cotton: You'll be working with sone of the
country's finest troopers. W hold all of our soldiers,
sailors, airnmen, marines to the highest of standards, and I
believe they're the best anbng us as a people. But, in our
Speci al Operations Forces, we have, | think, an even higher
standard. And nmany of these units' creeds or nottos suggest
that those standards apply not just to being nentally alert
and physically strong, but norally straight. And is that
t he nessage that you want our Special Operation Forces to
hear today from you?

M. Bremer: Yes, it is, Senator. |If confirnmed, that
wi || be the standard.

Senator Cotton: Thank you

M. Pol akowski, | want to return to a conversation you
were having earlier about the New START Treaty. And | just
want to punctuate a couple of points on that. | believe

that Treaty has many flaws, but | think two of themare
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fundanmental. It only covers about half of Russia's nuclear
arsenal, and China is not bound by it. So, on the first
poi nt, do you believe it's in the interest of the United
States and our allies to include all of Russia's nuclear
weapons in any kind of an extension of the New START Treaty,
whet her you call those weapons tactical or battlefield or
| owyield or what have you?

M. Pol akowski: | do. That would be an objective of
any treaty negoti ations.

Senator Cotton: Okay. And then the second flaw that |

mentioned is that it only covers Russia. It has a very
out dat ed Col d War approach to nuclear arns control. Yes,
Russia still has, by far, the larger arsenal than does

China, but China is rapidly nodernizing and expanding its
nucl ear arsenal. And if we continue with this nodel of
sinply bilateral treaties between the United States and
Russia, | fear that, in a relatively short order, the United
States could face nuclear overmatch with Russia and China's
arsenal s conbi ned agai nst ours. So, do you believe it is in
the best interest of the United States to abandon that
bil ateral approach and nove to a trilateral approach, where
we are making treaties with our two nmai n adversaries that
have nucl ear weapons?

M. Pol akowski: Senator, | would prefer to refrain

from enconpassi ng both together. | do think that we need to
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address both nations. As you nentioned, and as | brought up
earlier, the nodernization by both nations really concerns
ne. And China has their own obligations under the Nucl ear
Non-Proliferation Treaty to negotiate in faith to reduce
and, hopefully, eventually elimnate nuclear weapons. So,
they do have a Il egal obligation to cone to the table, either
bilaterally or nultilaterally. And so, it would be prudent
for us to include themin any negotiations.

Senator Cotton: Thank you. And, for the record, do

you commt your full support to the nodernization of the

nuclear triad -- air, |land, and sea?
M. Pol akowski: | do.
Senator Cotton: And do you conmt your full -- or ful

support for the production of 80 plutoniumpits per year?
M. Pol akowski: | do.
Senator Cotton: | want to turn, finally, to the
Nucl ear Weapons Council. W've -- it's already been
di scussed. If confirned, you'll be deeply involved in the
operations of the Council. Do you agree that close

coordi nati on between the Departnent of Defense and the NNSA

t hrough the Council is essential for effective managenent --
M. Pol akowski: | do.
Senator Cotton: -- of nuclear nodernization? And you

agree that an essential conmponent of that coordination is

the ability of the Departnent of Defense to advise and guide
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in the preparation of the NNSA budget ?

M. Pol akowski: Yes. And the Nuclear Wapons Counci
really has legal responsibilities to coordinate and approve
t heir budget subm ssion.

Senator Cotton: If DOD didn't participate in that
budget process for the NNSA, what do you think would be the
i kel y consequences?

M. Pol akowski: Uncontrolled spendi ng, and, nopst
inportantly, our Nation's deterrent would suffer

Senator Cotton: Thank you

M. Chairman, | yield back ny tine.

Chai rman | nhofe: Ckay.

Via WebEx, we have Senator Hirono.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| ask the follow ng two questions of every nom nee who
appears before any of ny conmttees. We'Ill do this very
qui ckly, going down the line, starting al phabetically with
M. Abend, and then M. Bremer, M. Hansell, and then M.
Pol akowski .

First question. Since you becane a |egal adult, have
you ever nade unwanted requests for sexual favors or
commtted any verbal or physical harassnent or assault of a
sexual nature?

M. Abend: No.

M. Brener: No.

53
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M. Hansell: No.

M. Pol akowski: No.

Senator Hirono: Sane question. Have you ever faced
discipline or entered into a settlenent related to this kind
of conduct?

M. Abend: No.

M. Brener: No.

M. Hansell: No.

M. Pol akowski: No.

Senator Hirono: Thank you

This is a question for M. Abend. The President has
repeatedl y taken actions to underm ne, weaken, and even fire
| nspectors Ceneral when their investigations uncover
wr ongdoi ng or potential wongdoing wthin his
admnistration. 1In fact, a recent -- within the -- a 6-week
period, four |IGs have been fired. And your immediate
predecessor at the DOD, should you be confirnmed, resigned
after being denoted. And you did testify that the -- of the
i nportance of the independence of the |Inspector Ceneral.
You woul d be overseeing 1600 people within the -- your shop
in DOD. So, are you willing to stand up for the truth, even
if it means being targeted by the President for doing so,
M. Abend?

M. Abend: Yes, Senator. | definitely am That's

been a concept of operation in every position that |'ve had.
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|"ve al ways been excepted service, and so | don't fear that.
|"mgoing to follow the facts where they | ead and apply the
| aw exactly howit's witten

Senator Hrono: Yes. So, you certainly will be held
to that, because your -- as | said, your imrediate
predecessor was denoted and resigned after that.

For M. Brener, you testified earlier that, if
confirnmed, you will ensure due process is followed for those
who are accused of m sconduct. When nost servicenenbers are
returned to their services for adjudication of their cases,
such as in the Gall agher case, how exactly woul d you do that
if you are not in the service chain of command?

M. Bremer: Senator, what | would advocate for is due
process. If I'"'mnot in the chain of command to effectuate
that, then -- you know, then | would have |imtations around
that. But, fromnmy perspective, all U S. citizens should be
af forded due process. And those that go forward are
warfighters that are putting their lives on the line to
protect the sane rights and liberties we have in this
country, should also be afforded due process.

Senator Hrono: Yes. Wll, that didn't quite happen
with -- M. Brenmer. They -- he went through the process,
and then the President intervened, which is highly unusual.
And | hope that that's not the kind of practice that you

consi der to be usual --

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

56

Anot her question for you. You' ve been asked these
sorts of questions, but let ne go into it. Several
i ncidents involving Special Operations Forces have nade
headl i nes during the past year, fromthe Eddi e Gal | agher
case, to the Special Operations hazing incident in Africa
that led to a soldier's death, to a SEAL team sent hone from
Irag due to a deterioration of good order and discipline.
And whil e the Special Operations Conmand's recent
Conpr ehensive Ethics Review did -- didn't reveal any
system c issues, | remain concerned about the Speci al
Qperators acting with inpunity. Additionally, the
President's words and actions since granting clenmency to --
Gal | agher have nade pronoting a culture of integrity in the
US mlitary nore difficult. You did say that this is
sonet hing you woul d address. |1'd like to know. Describe
some of the first steps you will take inprove the culture
and reinstate trust in our Special Operation Forces as the
civilian responsible for the oversight of the -- Special
Oper ati ons Comrand.

M. Brener: Yeah. Thank you, Senator.

It's a problem and it's got ny attention. You know,
our American taxpayers expect Special Operations troop to
uphol d the highest |evel of ethics and conduct on the
battl efield.

Senator Hirono: Well, I'"mrunning out of tine, so can
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you nane one --

M. Brener: Yes.

Senator Hirono: -- step you would take first?
M. Bremer: Yes. | would --

Senator Hirono: -- [inaudible].

M. Brenmer: -- Senator.

The first thing | would do is work with the conmander
of U S. Special Operations Conmand to see, through the
i npl enmentation, the key findings in the Conprehensive
Review. | think it's very inportant. It's multifaceted.
There were 16 reconmendati ons that cane out of that --

Senator Hirono: Thank you. Thank you

Now, you did nention that Russia is engaging in
di sinformati on, and you, | think, would acknow edge that
they're doing that with regard to our upcom ng el ecti ons.

So, do you think the President has taken the necessary steps
to thwart Russia's disinformation in this upcom ng el ection?

M. Brener: Senator, is that question for ne?

Senator Hirono: Yes. M. Brener.

M. Brener: Yes. Yeah, Senator, that's outside of ny
purview for the position that |I'm nom nated for, overseeing
Special Operations. | just don't have sufficient
information to give you a thoughtful answer on that.

Senator Hirono: Wll, you hope that the President is

doing the things he needs to be doing, right?
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M. Brener: | certainly --

Senator Hirono: Thank you

M. Brener: -- expect that he is.
Senator Hirono: WIlIl, he's not.
Thank you.

M. Brener: Thank you, Senator

Chai rman | nhofe: Ckay.

Senat or Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair.

And, gentl enen, thank you very nuch for your
willingness to serve our great Nation.

And, M. Brener, thank you very nmuch. W had a very
heal thy conversation |ast week. | truly appreciate it. And
your -- the expression you had of your |eadership vision --
and you have answered, many tinmes over, sone of the
guestions | was going to direct to you about the culture and
how we can really professionalize the force and ensure that
our SOF conmmunity is adhering to the highest standards that
we truly expect of them So, thank you very nuch for that.
| won't ask you to answer that today. You' ve answered it
many tinmes over

But, what | would like to ask about is sonething el se
that we had a conversation about, and that is one of the key
prograns | ocated at SOCOM And that's the Preservation of

the Force and Fam |y and that task force. | firmy believe
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inthis. And this task force has a critical mssion to
ensure the wel |l -being of our Special Operations Forces
warriors, their support personnel, and, of course, their
famlies. And you know that the SOF depl oynents are uni que
in scope and their requirenments. And we've |earned the hard
way that we nust rebuild the resilience of our Speci al
Operations Forces and their famlies -- a very inportant
part of the organization -- not only physically, but also
psychol ogically, spiritually, and socially. Do | have ny
comm tnment fromyou today -- your commtnent that you wll
continue to support the POTFF progranf?

M. Brener: Absolutely, Senator. If confirmed, | am
an avid supporter of that program It's very inportant for
the force and our famli es.

Senator Ernst: And can you descri be sone of the steps
t hrough POTFF that you see could be very hel pful to SOF and
to SOCOM in general?

M. Brener: Sure. So, the POTFF programis
multifaceted. |t focuses on not just physical well-being,
but also nental well-being, spiritual well-being, and well -
being of the famly. It involves the Care Coalition and the
support that that provides to famlies when operators are
depl oyed overseas, helping themto return and reintegrate
into the famly. So, there's a nunber of different aspects

of that programthat | think have really taken the pressure
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of f the sustai ned conbat deploynents to the conmunity.

Senator Ernst: Yes. And we know that they have a
very, very tough cycle of deploynents. And so, we want to
make sure that we are keeping not only our operators and
support personnel at their finest, but also their famlies,
and keeping themin the fold. So, thank you, M. Brener. |
truly appreciate it.

M. Brenmer: Thank you

Senator Ernst: M. Abend, |ast year, | saw down with
representatives fromthe DOD IG the Arny |G and the
National Guard |G regarding two | owa cases involving sexua
assault and reprisal. Each case was with each respective I1G
for a total of over 798 days and 749 days. One sat with the
DOD | G for 255 days before being transferred to the Arny |G
| don't believe that this is acceptable. This is not the
tinmeline we expect fromour IGs, and certainly for those
t hat have suffered from sexual assault and that reprisal
So, if confirmed, would you conmit to |ooking at the
standards used to determ ne whether or not a conpl aint
warrants a full investigation, and if they are being fairly
appl i ed?

M. Abend: Senator, any individual that cones forward
with an allegation should be treated nuch better than that.
Absolutely, I"'mcommtted to review ng the tineliness,

t hor oughness, and objectivity of the reporting, and ensuring

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

61

that it gets out to the proper decisionnmaking authorities
correctly. Nobody that suffers through that kind of action
shoul d have to wait that amount of days. |'mnot famliar
with the individual case, but, if confirnmed, | prom se you
"1l look into it.

Senator Ernst: Thank you. And, if the DOGis not
adequat el y manned, trained, and equipped to carry out their
m ssions, will you notify us inmediatel y?

M. Abend: Senator, |I'mcommtted to do that.

Senator Ernst: Ckay, thank you.

And if you have any potential resource shortfalls and
ot her issues, also, wll you commt to letting us know
i mredi at el y?

M. Abend: Yes, Senator, I'll do that.

Senator Ernst: Thank you very much. | appreciate
that. These are issues that are very significant,
especially to those survivors of assault and other actions.
So, we want to nake sure that those cases are being
conpl eted as qui ckly as possi bl e.

And, with that, M. Chair, | yield back.

Chai rman I nhofe: Thank you, Senator Ernst.

Senat or Kai ne.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair.

And, to the witnesses, thank you for your service to

the country, and your willingness to continue serving.
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M. Brener, | want to foll ow up on questions that
Senat or Shaheen asked you. When did you join Cerberus
Capi tal Managenent ?

M. Brener: | joined Cerberus, Senator, in January of
2015.

Senat or Kai ne: January of 2015. Wen did you becone a
board nenber of the board of the Tier 1 G oup?

M. Brener: |'mnot exactly sure of the date. | would
say it was probably around 2017. But, |'d have to conme back
to you with an actual date.

[ The information referred to follows:]

Senator Kaine: |If Tier 1 Goup operates -- the board
operates with comrttees, have you ever been a chair of any
of the commttees of the Tier 1 G oup board?

M. Brenmer: | have not, Senator.

Senat or Kai ne: Have you ever been an officer of the
Tier 1 G oup?

M. Brener: | have not, Senator.

Senator Kaine: How large is the board of the Tier 1
G oup?

M. Brener: Very small. | believe we've got five
directors on the board.

Senat or Kaine: Public reports suggest that the nane of
the Tier 1 Goup used to be Aggressive Training Sol utions.

|s that correct?
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M. Brener: Senator, it's the first tine |I've heard
that nanme. |If there's history that |I'munaware of, |'mj ust
not, sir.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you for that.

Reports al so indicate that Cerberus either owns the
Tier 1 Goup or affiliates of Cerberus own the Tier 1 G oup.
| s that accurate?

M. Brener: Yes, it is. |It's owned through the fund,
Senat or .

Senator Kaine: M. Brener, in March of 2019, a few
nont hs after the assassination of Jamal Khashoggi, who was a
Virginia resident who worked as a journalist with the
Washi ngton Post, the Washi ngton Post ran a piece by reporter
David lIgnatius. [It's titled "How the Mysteries of
Khashoggi's Murder Have Rocked the U. S.-Saudi Partnership.”
The date of the article of March 29, 2019.

M. Chair, I'dlike to introduce it for the record.

Chai rman | nhofe: Wthout objection.

Senat or Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair.

[ The information referred to follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Senator Kaine: 1In the article, M. Brener, |'m going
to just read a section that | want to ask you about. "The
Khashoggi story is a lesson in how U.S. -supported
intelligence and Special Operations capabilities can be
m sused by other countries. That's the starkest concl usion
that energed fromthis reporting anong these previously
undi scl osed findings. Sonme nenbers of the Saudi Rapid
| ntervention Goup that was sent to |Istanbul received
training in the United States, according to U S. and Saudi
sources. The Cl A has cautioned other governnent agencies
that sonme of this Special Operations training mght have
been conducted by Tier 1 G oup, an Arkansas-based conpany,
under a State Departnent license. The training occurred
bef ore the Khashoggi incident as part of ongoing |iaison
with the Saudis, and it hasn't been resuned."

Are you aware of that public reporting, M. Brener?

M. Brenmer: Senator, this is the first tinme I've heard
of this article,

Senat or Kaine: Wre you aware -- separate fromthe
article, were you aware of clains that had been nade t hat
menbers of the Saudi Rapid Intervention Goup that were sent
to Istanbul to assassinate Jamal Khashoggi m ght have
received training by Tier 1 G oup?

M. Bremer: | was not aware of that.

Senator Kaine: Do you know whether Tier 1 G oup has
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conducted any internal investigation to determ ne whet her
Saudi s that had been trained by the Tier 1 G oup
participated in this?

M. Brener: Not to ny know edge or recollection,
Senator. | knew -- | do know that we train Saudi nationals
as part of our engagenents with the Kingdomas an allied
nation. W train other nations, as well. But, | have no
know edge of that.

Senat or Kaine: So, until today, you had not been aware
that an all egati on had been made that a conpany on which you
sit as a director, with a small board of directors, had
potentially been involved in training Saudis who were
participants in the assassination of Jamal Khashoggi ?

M. Brener: Senator, | don't have any recollection of
that. There is a possibility that we did have a di scussion
about it. [It's a nunber of years ago. | could go back and
check ny records and conme back to you on a nore specific
answer. But, to my recollection, |I do not recall internal
di scussi ons on that.

Senator Kaine: |'masking this partly because Janal
Khashoggi was a Virginia resident, but I'malso asking to
sort of probe, in a | eadership position, and being a
director of a corporation, especially a snall one with a
smal |l board, if there are public allegations of this kind --

and the Washi ngton Post piece is not the only one -- it's
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reported in the Chicago Tribune, it's been reported in
Arkansas papers, it's been reported internationally -- that
Tier 1 Goup-trained Saudis were involved in the

assassi nation of Jamal Khashoggi, it would seem i ke that
woul d be the kind of public news that m ght nmake an

organi zation say, "W should at |east check and see whet her
this is true." But, | just want to be clear about it. As
of today, you do not know whether the Tier 1 G oup has
conducted any investigation to determ ne whether there's any
truth to these nmultiple public reports.

M. Brener: Senator, | will give you ny commtnent to
go back and check the record on this. It's ny recollection
that we have not, but | may be m staken. So, we have a
culture of conpliance at Cerberus. That culture is pushed

down into our portfolio conpanies. So, as | sit here and

think about it in realtime, you know, | think it's probably
likely that we did do sone sort of investigation. | just
don't recall the specifics of that. But, | will definitely

cone back to you wwth a nore ful sone answer.

[ The information referred to follows:]

Senator Kaine: | will ask questions for the record
about whether there was an investigation; and, if so, what
it disclosed.

Thank you.

And, M. Chair, | yield back.
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Chai rman I nhofe: Thank you

Senat or Craner.

Senator Craner: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank all of you for being here.

M. Brener, wanted to follow up on sone of the
di scussi ons we've had previously. Cbviously, as a fornmer
SEAL, you're nore than slightly famliar with the inportance
of good ISR And this year, the Departnent of Defense has
tried to elimnate sonme of the platforns to make room for
other ISR capabilities related specifically to the near-peer

adversaries. And we're in this shifting tinmefrane. You're

all -- we're all very famliar with that. But, as a former
SEAL, do you have concerns about the -- about this
transition and the gap that -- for exanple, in North Dakot a,

we have -- the MQ9s, the RQ4s are two of the platforns
that our airnmen fly and utilize. Are you concerned at all,
as | am that we don't have a plan for the mddle and -- in
this -- is it less inportant that we do?

M. Brener: Senator, it's certainly an inportant
issue. | don't have any particular know edge on what the
plan to make that plan is for that transition. | wll say
that ISRis very inportant to the battl espace, and
specifically to SOF, who tends to be out on the edge of that
battl| espace. So, | think ensuring that we have eyes and

ears in the areas that we operate is inportant. | do have
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confidence that the Departnment will get this right.
Qobviously, we're transitioning and adapting our enterprise
for both the counterterrorismm ssion set and near-peer
conpetition. So, we need assets in other geographies
outside of traditional CT m ssion sets. So, beyond that, |
have no ot her, you know, know edge about the issue.

Senator Cramer: And maybe -- and | appreciate that.
And | think North Dakota and North Dakotans and all of us,
we want to be part of the solution, certainly not part of
t he probl em because we know where we need to get. W --
you know, we'd love to be able to get there faster. But,
we' re concerned about the transition. And I would | ook
forward to working with you, and would | ove, of course, as
al ways, and with everybody, |ove to have you cone to North
Dakot a, see sone of our capabilities, both at the Guard and
at the Air Force, and even in the private sector, as it
relates to ISR platforns, UAS, and -- would welcone that, if
you'd come and visit us.

And, M. Hansell, simlarly -- | nean, you're -- you
know, you're former Special Ops. You understand the
i nportance of ISR Are you confortable with the decreases
in capacity with sone of the | egacy systens that are being
cont enpl at ed?

M. Hansell: Senator, as we di scussed on the phone,

certainly aware of the progress nade in the Departnment to
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align SR resources to NDS priorities. And, fromny own
time in conbat, certainly recognize the rightful insatiable
demand by commanders for ISR as it increases m ssion success
and, equally inportantly, reduces risk to force. |If
confirmed, | would certainly work to bal ance this alignnent
to NDS priorities with the ongoing requirenent to neet
conbat ant conmmander | SR demand.

Senator Cranmer: So, | don't remenber if you and
di scussed this on the phone, or not, but, if not -- | always
have to do this for the benefit of the Senator from Al aska,
remnding themthat it's cold in North Dakota, too, and we
border two Canadi an provinces and are close to the North
Pole. So, with regard specifically, then, to that domain,
the Arctic domain, do you have any thoughts about ISR in
that domain, and the role northern bases could play?

M. Hansell: | think, Senator, as we pivot |SR support
to NDS priorities, of note is Chinese and Russi an increased
activities -- Chinese scientific, economc, and security
activity in the Arctic since joining the Council, and
Chi nese and Russi an exploration of the northern seaways.

And so, | think -- as | think about ISR related to the
Arctic is coverage for Chinese and Russi an great-power
conpetition, it's certainly sonmething that woul d be wei ghed.

Senator Craner: Well, M. Pol akowski, as |long as |

have a couple of mnutes -- of course, North Dakota has two
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of the three legs of the nuclear triad. Submarines don't

have a lot of value in the mddle of the North American

continent, but -- if they did, we'd love to have all three
-- but, anyway, we have two of the three. And we -- | know
you get this, probably, a lot, but -- maybe it's nore of a

statenment than a question. W share the concern about the

tinmeline for nodernization. W're all commtted to it. |I'm
-- you know, | know the Chairnman showed you the Bl ue Book,
the NDS, and he rem nds us -- when he's rem nding you, he's

really remnding all of us of the priority of the NDS. And
we appreciate that.

So, just any thoughts you m ght have on sticking with
the tineline for nodernization, particularly of the ground-
based strategic deterrent, as well as the B-52
noder ni zati on. Just know we're with you, and then if -- |
woul d just open the floor to your thoughts.

M. Pol akowski: | think the planning and deliberations
t hat have been nade so far with regards to the delivery
platforns, as well as the work by NNSA on both the warhead
side as well as infrastructure, are all well planned.
They're very challenging. W not only have to noderni ze,
but we al so have to sustain what we have in place today.

As Admiral Richard recently nentioned on a Wb talk,
he, basically, was very enphatic. Whatever we can do to

accel erate things, he would wel cone. So, one of the areas

www.trustpoint.one 800.FOR.DEPO
www.aldersonreporting.com (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Trustpoint.One = Alderson.

71

that 1'mgoing to be focused on, considering all the nornal
bal ancing that one has to do in terns of progranms, is, Were
can we, wherever possible, accelerate? And, of course, that
is also going to take the cooperation of the Congress,
because, w thout funding, both for the Departnent and NNSA
we won't get there.

So, | think we have a good plan. NNSA has a good
roadmap in their area. And hopefully, with all the
chal | enges ahead, we can very closely | ead and nanage the
enterprise so we get to where we need to be, a strong, safe,
and effective deterrent that will continue to last for the
decades to cone.

Senator Cranmer: As with everything we've tal ked about,
the transition is the challenge. And you won't have nuch
argunent in this commttee.

Thank you all. | look forward to supporting you all.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator Craner.

Now, via WebEx, Senator King.

Senat or King: Thank you, M. Chairmn.

M. Brener, I'd like to follow up on Senator Kaine's
line of questioning. And having served on a nunber of
corporate boards nyself, it's hard for ne to believe that a
nmenti on of your conpany by nane in a colunmm by David
| gnatius, one of the leading foreign affairs commentators in

the country, would not cone to your attention or to the
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attention of the board, and the inplication that your
conpany was somehow i nvolved in the training of those who
nmur dered Jamal Khashoggi. And you're telling us here today
that you only -- at first you said you had no recoll ection
of it, and then you said, "Well, maybe there was sonething."
Wuld you like to clarify this matter? It just -- | find it

incredibly hard to believe that a five-person board of this

conmpany woul d not have had a fire drill when this allocation
ar ose.

M. Brener: Yeah. Senator, listen, | -- you know, to
be absolutely clear on the issue, | just don't recall the
specifics about it. I'mnot trying to hide any

i nvestigation that we may have done, or not done.
Under st andi ng how we approach these sort of things is -- has
me sort of thinking that it's very likely that we did do
some formof investigation, |likely even had a di scussion at
the board level. | can go back and | ook at the details on
that and provide that to both you and Senator Kaine, in ful
di scl osure. It's just that, you know, I'minvolved in a | ot

of different corporate matters, a |lot of different boards.

And that particular instance, | cannot recall the specifics
about it.
Senator King: Thank you. And I'Il -- 1 know Senat or

Kai ne's going to foll ow up.

You're in a unique and, | think, very inportant
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position right now, as you, yourself -- | think the termyou
used, "noral and legal failings in recent years" in SOCOM
And as a former SEAL with credibility in that community, it

seens to ne you have a very terrific opportunity to try to

deal with this -- what appears to be potential problens of
culture. | hope you'll take advantage of that. And I think
you' ve testified here that that is your intention. [Is that
right?

M. Brener: Yes, Senator, it is. Thank you. Thank
you for those comments. If confirnmed, | will absolutely
take | ead on this.

Senator King: Thank you.

M. Abend, you're taking a very difficult job, a very
i nportant job. | consider Inspector Generals anong the nost
inportant jobs in the U S. Governnment. Because of the size
and, in the case of the Defense Departnent, often secrecy,
the public really doesn't have nuch visibility as to what's
going on. Unfortunately, in recent years, the life
expectancy -- the job life expectancy of an | nspector
CGeneral is about the sane as a squirrel trying to cross
Pennsyl vani a Avenue, down the street, here. | really hope
you' I I think hard about the obligation you have to the
country, and the fact that your oath, when you're likely
confirmed and sworn in, is to the Constitution of the United

States and to the | aws under which you will be operating,

73
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not to any particular President or Menber of Congress or
Secretary of Defense. Do you -- is that the way you see it,
M. Abend?

M. Abend: Senator, that's exactly the way | see ny
obligation. |[|'ve sworn that oath several tines in ny
career, and | abide by it each and every tine. I'ma
zeal ous advocate for the truth. | have advocated on behalf
of victins ny entire |aw enforcenent career. | wll
advocate on behal f of the Departnent's best interests
t hroughout this one, as well. There's no deterrence from
that. That's the m ssion.

Senator King: Thank you. | appreciate that. And I
take you at your word. | think you may be tested, and
hope that you will renmenber your testinony here today when
t hat happens.

M. Hansell, tal king about intelligence, normally the
custonmer of the intelligence agencies is the President, the
Secretary of Defense, or the CIA the policynaker, sonetines
Menmber of Congress. | would argue that every 4 years, your
custonmer is the American people, because, when they vote on
Novenber 3rd, they are the decisionnmakers, they are the
pol i cymakers, and they need and deserve your intelligence
about information involving foreign actors that nmay
influence -- or try to influence our election. WII you

push for the declassification, when possible? And I
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under st and about sources and net hods, but | think you need
to think about who is your customer. And every 4 years in
Novenber, your customer is the American people. Do you view
it that way, M. Hansell?

M. Hansell: Senator, as you alluded to, part of ny
responsibility, if confirmed, will be secure our classified
informati on and our sources and nethod. However, as |
stated earlier, | do believe that the best disinfectant for
m sinformation is the sunlight, and certainly, if confirned,
woul d work with the broader intelligence community and the
DNI's office to determ ne what is appropriate for
decl assifi cati on.

Senator King: | think you're absolutely right in that
view, and | hope you wll hold toit. And look forward to
supporting your confirmation.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator King.

A squirrel crossing Pennsylvania -- that was good. |
i ke that.

[ Laught er. ]

Chai rman | nhofe: Senator Warren is comng, via Wb --

Senator Warren: |'mhere. |'mhere, M. Chairman
Can you hear ne?

Chai rman | nhofe: You are recogni zed.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman. | appreciate
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M. Abend, the Defense Departnent |Inspector Ceneral is
one of the nost inportant 1G positions in all of governnent.
And, if confirnmed, you will lead an office of nearly 1500
investigators, auditors, other staff that are going to be
responsi bl e for investigating waste, fraud, abuse across the
Departnment, whose budget accounts for half of all Federal
di scretionary spending. Now, this job requires soneone wth
experience in | eading | arge organi zati ons and overseei ng
hi gh-profile investigations, as well as sonmeone who can
exerci se strong i ndependence.

So, M. Abend, in the past three -- the past three
Def ense Departnment 1Gs all came in this role having been |IGs
at other smaller agencies. Have you ever been an | nspector
CGeneral for any Federal or State agency?

M. Abend: No, | have not, Senator.

Senator Warren: Well, President Trunp has already
fired or renoved five Inspectors General this year al one,

i ncluding the I G whom you' ve been nom nated to replace. It
seens clear to nme that the President doesn't believe

| nspectors General should be investigating his

adm ni strati on.

Now, despite your obvious |ack of experience, | know
you're going to say that you are commtted to being

i ndependent and resisting political pressure. And, frankly,
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it's easy to say that in a confirmation hearing when you
want the big pronotion. So, instead of asking you that, |
just want to get nore specific.

The President has al ready shown an interest in using
mlitary forces to quell peaceful protests. He did it right
here in Washington's Lafayette Square just 2 nonths ago.
It's an abuse of power, and it's a disturbing m suse of our
mlitary. |f the Departnent of Defense | eadership allowed
mlitary forces to deploy to Anerican cities in response to
peopl e who were exercising their First Arendnent rights, is
t hat sonet hing you woul d consi der investigating?

M. Abend: Senator, anytine there's an expenditure
that i nvolves the Departnent of Defense that falls under the
purvi ew of the Inspector CGeneral's office, in that
hypot hetical situation there's an expenditure being
appropri ated towards the novenent of troops or whatnot, and
that would fall under consideration for review by the
| nspector General's office.

Senator Warren: (Good. | appreciate that. You know, |
hope we never see another Lafayette Square or simlar
i ncident again, but | amglad to hear you say that such a --
an episode may |lead to the rise of an investigation.

You know, | appreciate your past public service, and |
know that you would tell us that you're going to be

i ndependent, but |I'm concerned that the President has picked
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you for this job precisely because he believes that you wl|
not stand up to him So, let nme just be really clear about
this. Over the past several nonths, the President has
repeatedly worked to delegitimze the upcom ng el ections.
He' s depl oyed Federal troops to exercise force against
peaceful forces. And |ast week, he proposed del aying the
el ection. Failing to take these actions seriously is a

m st ake for both Denocrats and Republicans. W need

wat chdogs at the DOD who wi || saf eguard our denobcracy, even
if it means preventing the President fromturning the
mlitary into his own personal mlitia.

Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator Warren

Senat or Hawl ey.

Senat or Hawl ey: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Thank you all for being here.

M. Pol akowski, let me start with you. M ssouri, as
you know, is the proud honme of the Kansas City National
Security Canpus, which does extraordi nary work producing the
non- nucl ear conponents of the NNSA s warhead prograns. Can
you give ne a sense -- and | think Senator Cotton touched on
this earlier, but I think it's inportant enough to revisit
it -- how do you think the Nucl ear Weapons Council should

support the preparation of the NNSA s budget so that we can

78
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ensure that the facility in Kansas City and others like it
get the resources that they need to neet DOD requirenments?

M. Pol akowski: Well, the Council needs to be able to
do exactly what the | aw has charged themto do: coordinate
and approve NNSA's budget proposal, and al so track that
t hrough the process, through the Congress, so that, in the
end result, NNSA gets the budget that it needs to deliver
and support the Departnent of Defense for its mission.

Senat or Haw ey: Do you support noderni zi ng the NNSA' s
production conplex in order to support the prograns and
priorities laid out in the 2018 Nucl ear Posture Revi ew?

M . Pol akowski: Absol utely.

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good.

M. Hansell, let ne ask you about the National
CGeospatial Intelligence Agency, which is building a new
canpus in St. Louis, on the other side of ny State, that
wi |l host many of the agency's nost inportant functions and
capabilities. Can you give nme a sense of how you see this
canpus, and the NGA nore broadly, contributing to the
Departnment of Defense's shift away from counterterrori smand
t oward great-power conpetition?

M. Hansell: Senator, if confirmed, | would help
manage that trade space between our enduring intelligence
requi renents and the new prioritization of NDS efforts.

Specifically to the NGA facility and broader NGA assets,
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would say it's critical -- these intelligence investnents
are critical in order to informthat great-power
conpetition, to identify additional gaps that nm ght be
requi r ed.

Senator Hawl ey: Very good.

Let me ask you, M. Hansell, about a related security
issue. | introduced |egislation, back in March, that woul d
prohi bit all Federal enployees, including DOD enpl oyees, DOD
personnel, from downl oadi ng or using the app Ti kTok on their
devi ces, on Federal devices. Can you give ne a sense of
your understandi ng of what security dangers this app,

Ti kTok, poses to DOD enpl oyees, and why it's inportant that
DOD personnel not use Ti kTok on governnent devices?

M. Hansell: Yes, Senator. |I'mcertainly aware of the
security threat from Ti kTok application, and currently it's
not on the list of approved applications for Departnent
personnel and network. Furthernore, though, relative to the
threat from ByteDance and Ti kTok, | would say it's the
Departnent's role as an interagency player in the broader
CFIUS review specifically, and, if confirnmed, would
participate in that.

Senator Hawl ey: Based on these -- the risks that
you're aware of with the Ti kTok app and, as you point out,
DOD s own actions now in prohibiting personnel fromusing it

-- | believe, actually, the Departnent went so far as to
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di scourage DOD personnel frompermtting their own
dependents' m nor children fromdownl oading it on persona
devices -- in light of what you know about this, do you

agree that TikTok ought to be prohibited on all governnent

devi ces?
M. Hansell: Senator, my purview would be both
informng them with the CIO-- in conjunction with the CQ

for DOD policy, but certainly would work with my interagency
col | eagues for a broader governnent policy.

Senator Hawl ey: Let ne just -- to broaden the aperture
just alittle bit, TikTok, of course, isn't the only
application that has -- that conmes with sonme sort of tie to
Beijing that could potentially pose security risks for DOD
personnel, or for civilians, for that matter. |If you're
confirmed, how will you make sure that other applications
t hat have Chi nese ownership or Chinese influence are kept
of f of DOD-issued devices?

M. Hansell: Senator, | think actions simlar to what
we outlined for TikTok would be applicable. | think,
specifically to the Chinese threat, though, is to ensure
that a principle we follow when constructing are efforts so
that they are aligned across the entire range of the val ue
chain, fromvery early research and devel opnent through the
entire defense industrial base that supports traditional

pl ayers that devel op and deliver warfighter capability.
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It's that managenent of information across the defense
intelligence base that's a vulnerability.

Senat or Hawl ey: Very good, thank you.

M. Abend, let nme, in ny few remining nonents here,
ask you about your responsibilities, if confirmed. You
woul d be responsi bl e for overseeing investigations of waste,
fraud, and abuse in Afghani stan reconstruction. Can you
gi ve me sone exanples now of waste, fraud, and abuse in the
Af ghan reconstruction effort that you know of and find
particularly worthy of attention?

M. Abend: Senator, as you're aware, the Departnent of
Def ense I nspector General is the lead I1G for all oversight
in freedom - -

The reconstruction efforts are headed up through the
SI G Af ghani stan Reconstruction Ofice. W would be
deconflicting and col |l aborating with them on those efforts.

Specific exanples that | read through the reporting,
you know, include sonme construction contracts and sone
bri bery incidences. But, it would be incunbent upon us to
make sure that there's a clear focus for the taxpayer that
every dollar allocated is being spent for its intended
pur pose, and not wast ed.

Senator Hawl ey: |'ve got sone additional questions for
you, M. Abend, about that. M tine is expired here, so

"1l give those to you in the record. And then sone
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guestions for you, M. Brener, that | didn't get to, but
"1l have for you in the record, as well.

Thank you all for being here.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator Haw ey.

Senator G 11 brand. She is via WebEx.

Senator Gllibrand: M. Chairman, |'mgoing to pass to
the next person. |'mjust getting ny conputer together.

Chairman I nhofe: Al right. W'Il conme to you next.

After that -- before that, it would be Senator Jones,
vi a WebEx.

Senat or Jones: Thank you, M. Chairman.

And t hank you, to all our w tnesses today, for your
past service and your willingness to serve in the capacities
in which you're -- been nom nat ed.

M. Pol akowski, 1'd like to ask you a little bit about
your background. Your biography states that, while joining
inthe -- serving in the Arny, you hel ped stand up the
St andi ng Joi nt Force Headquarters for Elimnation. And,
while you' ve got a very inpressive background, there has
been sone concern about your |ack of nuclear experience for
this particular position. So, I'd like for you to just talk
to the commttee a little bit about how, with your career,
and particularly on the Standing Joint Force for --

Headquarters for Elimnation, how you -- experience prepared
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with regard to the nucl ear aspect has prepared you for this
upcom ng position.

M. Pol akowski: Senator, |I'ma strong | eader, with
significant technical aptitude, and |'ve worked the issues
of nucl ear, chem cal, and biol ogi cal defense over ny 36-year
car eer.

During ny last 3 years in the Arny, ending in -- with
ny retirement in 2016, | worked at U. S. Strategi c Command.
| worked directly for the commander, Adm ral Haney, and |
al so was dual -hatted, working as the Deputy Director for
STRATCOM Center for Countering WWD.

At STRATCOM | was involved as the main point of
contact for, not only the STRATCOM Center, but also the
St andi ng Joi nt Force Headquarters on STRATCOM s strategic
and operational planning, their -- | participated in al
their global series of exercises, and al so provided input
with regards to their strategic targeting planning process.
| was a frequent TDY-er to STRATCOM headquarters. |
interfaced very heavily with the staff.

Wth regards to the Standing Joint Force Headquarters,
nost of the focus of that headquarters when | was at Fort
Bel voir was getting the U S. mlitary ready for a potenti al
conflict on the Korean Peninsula. And part of that charge
was to do planning in case U S. forces and our coalition

partners ever had to go and seize chem cal, biological, and
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nucl ear sites in North Korea, to either prevent attacks from
occurring or to prevent the proliferation of those naterials
el sewhere. So --

Senator Jones: | think that's good, M. Pol akowski .
Thank you very much. | appreciate -- | don't nmean to cut

you off, and I may ask you to do nore for questions for the

record. But, I'm-- ny time's running out a little bit.

So, | want to get to a simlar question to you, M.
Hansel . Again, inpressive career, and | appreciate it very
much. But, there's a -- I've got a little bit of concern

about your lack of intelligence-specific experience. So, if
you woul d, could you just describe for the commttee
specifically what experience or training you ve received to
prepare and qualify you to assune the role of Deputy Under

Secretary of Defense for Intelligence?

M. Hansell: Yes, Senator.
As |'ve stated in nmy opening, Senator -- statenent --
as a Special Forces officer, | was both a collector and a

consuner of intelligence, and famliar with intelligence at
the tactical edge. As a Senior Director on the National
Security Council, | was privy to interagency efforts in the
intelligence space. A part of -- portion of ny
responsibilities on the NSC within the confines of ny
portfolio was coordi nation anong intelligence agencies to

better integrate efforts towards supporting strategic

85
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priorities.

Senat or Jones: Thank you, sir.

M. Brener, there were reports that you had presented a
plan to replace troops in Afghanistan with mlitary
contractors. Could you talk about that a little bit, and
what -- and describe for the commttee what your -- what you
believe is the appropriate role for private security
contractors in Afghanistan or in other areas of active
service?

M. Brener: Senator, we own a portfolio conpany called
DynCorp, and DynCorp provides very inportant support to our
war fi ghters downrange in a nunber of different geographies,
mai nl y around | ogi stics and mai ntenance. | think that's the
sort of role the private mlitary contractors have in
overseas conbat operations, supporting U S. troops abroad.

Senator Jones: All right. Thank you. Thank you, sir.

Thank you, M. Chairnman. Appreciate it.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you

Senator G I librand, by WbEXx.

Senator G Ilibrand: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

M. Brener, the | ast two decades has seen an enor nbus
transformation in our mlitary. This is nost evident when
we | ook at the expanded role of our Special Operations
comunity that assuned new duties all over the world. Your

service as a Navy SEAL occurred before this transformative
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period. So, do you feel you are qualified and possess the
necessary experience to |lead future efforts, given that you
have worked nostly in the financial sector during this new
era of Special Operations?

M. Brener: Yes, Senator, | do. The 20 years that
|"ve been out of the conmmunity, 1've certainly kept a foot
in national security, but the body of work and the
devel opnment of experience that | had is very applicable,
especially as it relates to the organize, train, and equip
functions of the office that is very clearly intended for
the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations to
oversee. | appreciate that congressional intent. |It's
clear that the -- this position is nowintended to reside
between the U. S. Special Operations commander and the
Secretary of Defense. And so, I'mused to that sort of
oversight role at the board level, |ooking into how noney is
spent, the efficacy of programs, and a nunber of different
skillsets in the private sector that are very applicable to
the oversight role in this position.

Senator G Illibrand: The Special Operations conmunity
-- in particular, the Navy SEALs -- have seen a nunber of
scandal s recently. Gven this current inmage, do you believe
that you are the right person to reformthe Speci al
Operations community and rehabilitate its cul ture?

M. Brener: | do, Senator. | share your concern.
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It's gotten a lot of air tinme here today. It's a
significant issue, and it needs to be addressed head-on. |
understand the enterprise, the SOF enterprise, having cone
out of service as a SEAL. And it's a good starting point,
because | understand how t hese organi zati ons are task-
organi zed. | understand how t hey have i ndependent cul tures.
And | understand how the training pipelines, if you get them
right, can involve training and ethics froma very early
part of an individual's service. You know, ny perspective
on this is, when sonebody shows up to the quarterdeck at
BUD)S or shows up for day one of the Arny SFQ course, ethics
shoul d be a big part of their training. They should start,
on day one. It should be inculcated into the DNA of every
SOF operator. And it's going to take a concerted effort
over multiple years to sort of turn this narrative around.
Because, ultimately, it tarnishes the vast majority of
Special Operators that are out there doing their work
honorably. And we just can't allow that to happen.

Senator Gl librand: Thank you

M. Abend, | want to talk a little bit about
whi st | ebl owers. As you know, the 1G Act and the | aw
protecting Federal contractor enpl oyee whistlebl ower states
that an |1 G cannot expose a whistleblower's identity in the
course of an investigation unless the |G deens it necessary

or essential to carry out the investigation. Do you believe
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it's ever acceptable for an 1Gto expose a whistleblower's
identity in the course of an investigation? And, if yes,
when is that acceptabl e?

M. Abend: Senator, | think that the critica
i nportance to keep confidentiality of whistleblowers is --
it's paranmount for the whistleblower program s success.
Wthout the ability of enployees, contractors, mlitary
servi cemenbers, intelligence cormunity nenbers to come
forward wth informati on and not fear reprisal, the
whi st | ebl ower program would just crunble upon itself. |I'm
commtted to protecting the identities, pursuant to the IG
Act, all the way through, pursuant to the law, and to
ensuring that people can cone forward and report fraud,
wast e, and abuse.

Senator G Illibrand: As the Senior Policy Advisor for
U.S. Custons and Border Protection, have you ever been
involved in any way in CBP s deploynent of personnel to the
protests in Washington, D.C., Portland, Oregon, or any other
city?

M. Abend: Senator, when | was -- received the
nom nation, | stepped back fromny day-to-day duties, and
was not involved in any of those actions.

Senator Gllibrand: Gay. And if, as Inspector
Ceneral, you were to investigate and then find reasonabl e

grounds to believe that these statutes have been viol ated by
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Pentagon officials in the context of ongoing protests, do
you commt to reporting those findings to Congress and to
t he public?

M. Abend: Senator, | commt to reporting the results
of those investigations, if they were undertaken, pursuant
to the law, and to the commttee, as well.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman | nhofe: Thank you, Senator G I!librand

| believe there are no nore nenbers seeking recognition
at this tinme, and | would ask Senator Reed, Do you have any
further comments?

Senator Reed: No, M. Chairman.

Chai rman I nhofe: Al right.

Let ne just nention, M. Polakowski, this -- the --
this year, the NNSA assessed it would need just roughly
$19.9 billion to acconplish its mssion, and, during the
budget process, DOE, Departnent of Energy -- that's

Secretary Brouillette -- and OVMB cut that request down by 2-

and-a-half-billion dollars to 17-and-a-half-billion dollars
wi t hout consultation to -- with DOD. Now, |uckily,
President Trump -- in fact, we were all there, and appeal ed

to him nenbers of this commttee, as to the need that has
been i npressed upon us for our -- to adequately have the
nucl ear capability that we need at this tinme. And so, the

Presi dent believed us, and he took it back up to where it
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was, another 2-and-a-half-billion dollars.

Now, since that time, | think -- | know Secretary
Brouillette's a very effective |obbyist, and all of a sudden
the request that the President had, to go back up to 19.9
billion, was reduced back down to the original anount,
reduced by about 2-and-a-half-billion dollars.

Now, | would say that you are probably one of the nost
knowl edgeabl e persons in this field. And so, | would |ike
to ask you. The question is, Have you had a chance to
assess the budget that we're tal king about now? And having
gone up from 1l7-and-a-half to roughly 20 billion, and then
back down again, what would be your assessnent as to the --
where we should be in that budget process for this year?

M. Pol akowski: Senator, the budget needs to be
restored to what the original NNSA budget proposal was.

That was a very deliberative process by the Nucl ear Wapons
Council, with input fromthe conbatant conmand. A |ot of

t hought was put into that. And if that budget is not
actually provided to NNSA, they will not be able to deliver
on their warhead acquisition prograns, and they will not be
able to do their infrastructure plans in accordance with our
noderni zati on schedule. |It's got a significant and severe
inmpact if it remains the way it is.

Chai rman I nhofe: | couldn't think of a better answer

for that, and | appreciate very nmuch your background, your
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knowl edge, and your willingness to conme forth in ful
honesty as to what our needs are. There's nothing nore
i mportant that we're dealing with than that nucl ear
capability. And I think we all understand that.

Let me thank all four of you for your tinme this
nmorning. |'mlooking forward to serving with you.

Thanks so mnuch.

We are adj ourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:03 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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