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1 OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JONI ERNST, U. S.
2 FROM | OMA
3 Senator Ernst: Wl cone, everybody.
4 The Enmerging Threats and Capabilities
5 neets today to receive testinony fromAdmral Craig
6 Commander of U.S. Southern Command or, as we call it,
7 SOUTHCOM
8 Qur focus will be on the evolving security
9 this theater, as well as SOUTHCOM s efforts to
10 National Defense Strategy.
11 Wl conme to the Admral. Thank you very nuch for
12 here, sir. | certainly appreciate it.
13 Today’s hearing is a continuation of the
14 efforts to provide oversight over National Defense
15 inplenentation. This is an inportant conponent of our
16 efforts to ensure our mlitary is appropriately
17  equi pped, and postured to defend the nation against a
18 growing array of threats.
19 Wil e nuch attenti on has been on countering China
20 Russia in their traditional spheres of influence in
21 and across the Indo-Pacific region, the subcommittee
22 been particularly focused on how t hose nations are
23 increasingly challenging U S. national security
24 not just within their own geographi c boundari es but
25 el sewhere around the world.
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1 Last year, the subcommittee held a hearing with
2 experts to discuss China s expanding presence in
3 the inplications for our interests and those of our
4 partners. It was nmade clear during the hearing that
5 is undertaking a conprehensive and | ong-term approach
6 bolstering its global access and influence, oftentines
7 the goal of undermning the United States of Anmerica.
8 The situation in the western hem sphere is no
9 different. Admral Faller, you highlighted in
10 earlier this year that China has accel erated expansion
11 its Belt and Road Initiative in the western hem sphere
12 pace that may one day overshadow its expansion in
13 Asia and Afri ca.
14 China s strategi c engagenent in the SOUTHCOM
15 bolsters China s geopolitical network at the expense
16 security interests and regional stability. China's
17 to back oppressive governnents such as the Maduro
18 Venezuela and to punp loans into |ocal econonies at
19 unpayabl e interest rates reveal China' s interest in
20 spreading influence and consolidating power.
21 As a result, Latin America has become a fixture
22 China' s anbitions, utilizing econonic coercion to grow
23  support for Chinese foreign policy objectives
24 isolation of Taiwan and the exclusion of the U S. and
25 fromregional discourse. Trade and economc ties
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1 the United States and Latin Anerica are changing with
2 recently surpassing the United States as the main
3 destination for exports fromseveral Latin Amrerican

4 countri es.

5 China is also deepening mlitary and
6 in the region. For exanple, we have seen deepened
7 related cooperation in Brazil, Venezuela, and

8 Chi na has increased arns sales in a manner that

9 U S. and EU restrictions and hinders our ability to

10 integrate with our strategic partners.
11 Meanwhi | e, Russia is also working to expand its
12 influence in region. The Putin reginme seeks to erode

13 influence in the SOUTHCOM area of responsibility and
14  doubl ed down on its efforts to prop up corrupt

15 regines in Venezuel a, Cuba, and Ni caragua through

16 and mlitary assistance. For nmany years, Putin has
17 Latin America as the natural link in the chain making
18 rmulti-polar world, and recent port visits by Russian
19 vessels and the depl oynent of a | ong-range bonber to
20 region highlight Russia’ s efforts to strengthen its
21 reach in the new age of great power conpetition. In
22 just a couple weeks ago, the Admral Gorshkov, one of

23 Russia’ s nost advanced warshi ps, was docked in Havana

24  Har bor.
25 Finally, drivers of mgration, including
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1 corruption, and poverty, place a significant strain on
2 regional governnments and can engender regiona

3 inpacting not only the southern border of the United

4 but providing additional flashpoints for China and

5 exploit at the expense of American soft power.

6 Al'l of this denonstrates clearly that the western
7  hem sphere should be viewed as an inportant front in

8 efforts to conpete with China and Russia and i npl enment
9 NDS

10 | ook forward to your input and your candid

11 of the evolving security dynamcs in this region,

12 how the NDS i nformation is inportant, and how you wi ||
13 allocate SOUTHCOM s limted resources, as well as

14 any challenges that nmay inpair your ability to

15 your m ssion.

16 And thank you again, Admral, for joining us
17 | ook forward to di scussion.
18 | will nowturn it over to Senator Peters, our

19 menber, for your opening statenent.
20
21
22
23
24

25
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1 STATEMENT OF HON. GARY C. PETERS, U.S. SENATOR
2 M CHI GAN
3 Senator Peters: Well, thank you, Madam Chair
4 thank you for holding this hearing at a very critical
5 Events in Latin Anerica are often overshadowed by
6 crisis in the Mddle East and Asia, but stability in
7 SOUTHCOM AOR is clearly critical to our nationa
8 | want to thank our wi tness, Admral Faller, for
9 service and for appearing here today to testify on the
10 inplenentation of the National Defense Strategy in the
11  Sout hern Conmand area of responsibility.
12 It is clear that Russia and Chi na have
13 increased their presence and their influence in the
14 AOR  Chinese investnent has reached unprecedented
15 and Beijing has invested billions of dollars in Latin
16 Anerica as part of its Belt and Road Initiative.
17 often engages in predatory |ending practices that
18 debt traps for small countries and allow Beijing to
19 outsi zed influence in these countries. The projects
20 often econom cally unsustainable, and many countries
21  throughout the world have found thensel ves billions of
22 dollars in debt with no way to repay Beijing.
23 Russia’s econom c influence in Latin Arerica is
24  smaller than China's, but its intentions are nmuch nore
25 pernicious. Russia’ s propaganda nachi ne has been
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1 Latin Arerica with efforts to rai se doubts about the

2 denocratic process and to sow discord in the region.

3 Russia’s state-controlled Spanish | anguage tel evision

4 station spreads m sinfornmation throughout the region

5 seeks to undermne U S. influence in the region.

6 Russi a has al so used cyber attacks to attack

7 institutions. The Center for Strategic and

8 Studies reported, for exanple, that there have been

9 cyber attacks agai nst Col onbia s national voter

10 during the 2018 | egislative el ections.

11 W have al so seen Russia covertly deploy Kreniin-
12 paramlitary groups to Latin Anerica, repeating the

13 of using these forces to advance their strategic

14 abroad wthout having to admt that they have depl oyed
15 mlitary personnel to a specific country.

16 Russia s intervention in Venezuel a has propped up
17  di sastrous Maduro regi me and hel ped deny the

18 the power of interimPresident Guaido. This fits a

19 of an increasingly aggressive Russia seeking to use

20 the tools in its playbook to underm ne the appeal of
21 denocratic process and keep Russian aligned regines in
22  power.

23 And whil e Russian and Chinese influence in Latin
24 America is destabilizing to the region, | think it is
25 inportant to spend a few m nutes on the nost pressing
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1 to denocracy in the western hem sphere, and that is

2 corruption. Corruption is the root cause of mass

3 instability, and inpunity in Central Anerica and the

4 trafficking of illicit narcotics into our country.

5 our strategy focuses on solving the root causes of

6 corruption, then no anount of security assistance

7 Latin Anerican partners will be effective.

8 That is why | am quite concerned that the Trunp

9 adm ni stration has recently decided to cut off al

10 defense USAID and State assistance to CGuatenal a,

11 and El Sal vador, while allow ng defense assistance to
12 countries to continue. President Trunp’'s stated

13 to punish these countries for the mgrant crisis is

14 considered and totally counterproductive to reducing
15 mgration nunbers. Utimately it underm nes our

16 security in the region. Unless we support civil

17 in these countries and hel p i nprove the economc

18 we will never get a handle on the illicit drugs that
19 through these Northern Triangle countries and into the
20 United States.

21 One final note I think is critical for us to

22 that corruption in Central and South Anmerica not only
23 destabilizes the region, but it also provides China

24 Russia with a foothold into these countries as well.
25 Corrupt governnents are nore likely to take |oans from
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1 that allowthemto skimmllions off the top and | eave
2 treasuries enpty. Russia is able to sell arns to

3 governnents that oppress their civilian popul ations

4 violate their human rights. The nore we focus on

5 corruption, the nore successful we will be in

6 the National Defense Strategy in the region

7 And | thank the chair again for holding this
8 and | look forward to the di scussion.
9 Senator Ernst: Thank you, Ranking Menber Peters.

10 Thank you for those openi ng conments.

11 Admral Faller, we will go ahead and start with
12 opening statenent, and then we will nove into
13  Thank you.

14

15
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10

1 STATEMENT OF ADM RAL CRAI G S. FALLER, USN,

2 UNI TED STATES SOUTHERN COVIVAND

3 Admral Faller: Chairman Ernst, Ranking Menber

4 Senators, thank you for the opportunity to testify

5 you today and for the steadfast support you provide

6 and wonen of the United States Sout hern Comrand day in

7 day out.

8 | would like to introduce ny command’ s seni or

9 Sergeant Maj or Brian Zickefoose, ny eyes and ears, who
10 here wth nme today. He is also unabashedly fromthe
11 State of |owa.

12 As | nmentioned in ny witten statenent, | have

13 conmand of SOUTHCOM for 7 nonths. In that tinme, |

14 travel ed extensively throughout Central Anmerica, South
15 Anerica, and the Caribbean to get a firsthand view of
16 opportunities and chall enges that you both

17 These opportunities and challenges directly inpact the
18 security of this hem sphere, our nei ghborhood.

19 organi zations, narcotrafficking, illegal immgration,
20 violent extremsts, corruption, all enabled by weak

21 governance are principal anong those chall enges.

22 The nost disturbing insight, the aha for ne,

23  has been the degree to which the external state

24 Chi na, Russia, and Iran have expanded their access and
25 influence right here in our neighborhood or, as
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Neller put it, inside our interior |ines.

The National Defense Strategy nakes cl ear great
conpetition has reenerged as the nunber one security
chal | enge facing our nation. China, Russia, and
to shape a world consistent with their authoritarian
They are blurring the lines of what constitutes a
t hreat through econom c coercion, the systematic
t echnol ogy, influence canpaigns, and nalicious cyber
activity. They are contesting our mlitary advantage
the traditional domains we fight around the gl obe:
air, sea, space, cyber, and information, plus one nore
i nportant donmmin, values |ike denocracy, sovereignty,
rule of law and human rights. Conpetition is
globally and right here in our neighborhood, the
hem sphere.

W see this nost acutely in Venezuel a where the
security crisis created by Maduro has conmpounded every
single security crisis we face in this hem sphere,
Russia in their own words is protecting their | oyal
to quote, by propping up the corrupt, illegitinmate
regime wwth | oans and technical and mlitary support,
Chi na, as Venezuela's |argest single state creditor,

t he Venezuel an people with nore than $60 billion in
is exporting surveillance technol ogy used to nonitor

repress the Venezuel an people. Iran has restarted

Alderson Court Reporting
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1 flights from Tehran to Caracas and reinvi gorat ed

2 ties. Aong with Cuba, these actors engage in

3 that are profoundly unhel pful for denocracy and

4 stability and counter to U S. interests.

5 How do we counter the threats and seize the

6 opportunities in this hem sphere? How do we counter

7 threats posed by external state actors in Venezuel a

8 across the region?

9 The best way to out-conpete is by focusing our
10 strengths, the strong, enduring ties we have wth our
11 nei ghbors, and from a defense perspective, these
12 to-ml relations are grounded in shared
13 work with each other froma foundation of nutua
14 human rights, and shared interests in regional
15 and interoperability. W reinforce and build on this
16 t hrough training, education, intelligence, and
17 sharing and exercises. Security cooperation is our
18 tool to continue building these strong partnerships
19 the chall enges of our hem sphere into opportunities.
20 Working together, training, and exercising shoulder to
21  shoulder with American mlitary professionals is our
22 conpetitive edge, and no one can nmatch our system
23 W al so need the right, focused, and consi stent
24 mlitary presence day in and day out to go along with
25 training and education. W cannot achi eve positive
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and i nfluence outconmes w thout being on the playing
| will point to two exanples of the positive inpact of
presence, this happening as | speak.

Qur strategi c bonber force and F-16 fighter
fromthe South Carolina Air National CGuard are
the very capabl e Col onbian Air Force. This m ssion
pl ace in conjunction with the 100th anniversary of
Colonbia’s air force and builds interoperability and
readi ness for the United States and for our very
Col onbi an partners while al so denonstrating our shared
resolve in the face of regional and gl obal chall enges.

Near by, the United States naval ship Confort is
Lima, Peru to help our neighbors inpacted by the
crisis in Venezuela. Confort shows the very best of
United States of America and the strong partnerships
inthe world. It is part of our enduring prom se to
nei ghbors in this hem sphere to be a steadfast,
and trusted partner.

We appreciate the continued support of Congress,
commttee in helping us fulfill that prom se. The
team our mlitary and civilian nmenbers and our
appreci ate the support of Congress and we wil |l
honor the trust you placed in us and our fell ow
have placed in us.

| ook forward to your questions. Thank you very

Alderson Court Reporting
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1 [ The prepared statenent of Admral Faller
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1 Senator Ernst: Thank you very nmuch, Admral.

2 What we will do, | will go ahead and start wth

3 couple questions, and we will go back and forth in

4 arrival. Wth that, we will go ahead and get started.

5 free to take as nuch tine as necessary, Admral, to

6 the chall enges and opportunities that you have in

7 So just to start, sir, the National Defense

8 clearly identifies great power conpetition between the

9 United States and, of course, China and Russia as the
10 pressing threat to national security. Gven their

11  presence in your AO the NDS has particul ar rel evance
12 your area of responsibility. So if you could, explain
13 is the role of the U S mlitary as we are conpeting
14 China and Russia in the western hem sphere. \What nore
15 we be doi ng?

16 Admral Faller: Qur focus is to build strong

17 partnerships with very capable -- 27 of 31 nations are
18 denocracies. So we focus on partnerships. And that
19 best way to out-conpete China. Qur partners want to
200 with us. They want the advantage of United States

21 education, training, and exercises and mlitary

22 It is the best inthe world. And so it is up to us to
23 deliver that in a way that is relevant and al so

24 return on investnment for American taxpayers. So that
25 focus.
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Col onbia and Brazil are two very good exanpl es
spend a lot of time. W have traveled to Col onbia on
mul ti pl e occasions. W have been to Brazil. Their
of defense have been to see us. It begins with
sharing and education, frankly, at a person-to-person
and a ml-to-ml| level. W enhance each other’s
awar eness, strengthen our understandi ng of the
and chal | enges, and work on education both in their
and in ours. And | have had the opportunity to go
speak at their institutions. And so that is the

That counters Russia and Chi na best because

t hey cannot conpete with our system They are trying.

are in the area. Everywhere | go, the chiefs of
t he Chi nese have cone. They have offered us free
unlimted travel, an opportunity to go to their
They have taken and replicated our nodel. They have
up Spani sh language training in Beijing. And the
get fromour capable partners is we do not want to
with them W want to continue.

So the best way is to be consistent to offer the

of service and demand that the partners can neet. W

operate at their speed and then also ensure that there

sonmet hing that we give back. And when you neet a new
of defense, for exanple, the new chief of defense in

Sal vador and the new m ni ster of defense in El

Alderson Court Reporting
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both graduates of U S. service schools -- in fact, the
of defense | think has been to five U S. schools, and
m ni ster of defense graduated the Naval War College in
Newport. They are commtted to working with us, not
others, and that is the way we nove forward in a rea
meani ngf ul way, Senat or.

Senator Ernst: Thank you very much.

And just to go a little bit further with that,
firmy believe in those ml-to-m| opportunities,
t hrough training, exercises, or through educati onal
opportunities.

Now, we have spoken -- maybe you can expand a
bit on the lack of opportunity naybe that we have been
to extend to other mlitary nmenbers in attendi ng our
mlitary schools. If you could talk a little bit
sone of those challenges are, whether it is funding or
otherwise, it would be good to hear about that.

Admral Faller: The opportunity to expand our
of ferings of education in our mlitary schools and
in our schools -- and there is a difference, but both
after technical schools and the sonme of the
mlitary -- is the single best investnment we can nake
termto our partnerships. G aduates of our school
go back with an understanding of U S. doctrine, US.

tactics, techniques, and really becone |ifelong

Alderson Court Reporting
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1 The chief of defense in Argentina, for exanple, is an
2 grad of the Arny War Col | ege and very proud of it and
3 just admtted into the Arny War Col |l ege Hall of Fane.
4 that fact is known by the political |eadership in
5 and it is valued. And | find himto be one of ny best
6 generals. He has also been one of ny best strategic
7  partners.
8 Qur |evels of funding that have been provided --
9 the principal source of funding for education cones
10 International MIlitary Education Training, |MET,
11 It is State Departnent-funded that has basically been
12 lined as long back as | can do the math. So then your
13 dollars, in current year dollars, of flat accounts,
14  us |l ess school seats over tine because the schools
15 than what we are able to contribute within the rules.
16 So | have advocated and fornmer defense
17 as well that we would be well served to | ook at an
18 in this. The overall account of the entire Departnent
19 Def ense i s somewhere just north of $100 mllion, and
20 SOQUTHCOM it is about $11 million. And | think I
21 absorb $18 million, a nodest increase. And when you
22 the kinds of nonies we are spending in other areas,
23 a low armount of noney for a high dividend, high
24 | woul d advocate that is an area we could expand.
25 | amglad we are not |ike these others. And I
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1 not dignify by nam ng the names of the countries that
2 in and offer no-strings-attached training. | amglad
3 have vetting and enphasi ze human rights. It is the
4 thing to do. It should be a high bar to go to our
5 W should get a return on investnent fromit. So |
6 do the right things with the way we screen and invest
7 look at the long-termreturn on investnent for both
8 forces. That is an area | think we would do well to
9 Senator.
10 Senator Ernst: Very good. Dollars well spent.
11 you very nuch, Admral
12 Ranki ng Menber Peters?
13 Senator Peters: Thank you, Madam Chair.
14 And again, Admral Faller, thank you for being
15 Admral, we appreciate it.
16 | think it is clear fromthe di scussion that we
17 earlier in ny office, as well as in your testinony
18 provided here at the opening, is that you agree that
19 corruption, |lack of econom c opportunity, violence,
20 really the failure of denobcratic governance in the
21 Triangle is a significant cause for sone of the mass
22 mgration that we are seeing out of these countries,
23 as the drug trade through these countries. |Is that an
24  accurate statenent?
25 Admral Faller: Senator, the connection between
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com
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1 governance, corruption, transnational crimna
2 organizations, and then even the opportunity for China
3 Russia, as you articulated, is significant, and |
4 that the nunber one security threat that we face here
5 this hem sphere because that sanme corruption breeds
6 activity, could breed terror activity, and certainly
7 the kind of dirty deals that other external state
8 come in and thrive on.
9 Senator Peters: So in order to deal with that
10  breakdown of the governance, it would probably make
11 have a whol e- of - gover nnment approach in dealing with
12 that means not just the mlitary operations that you
13 engaged in but also NGO activities that are working on
14 society instructors. | know you have had experience
15 wth sone of the NGOs, particularly in the Northern
16 Triangle. Are they helpful? Do you think that is
17 the approach that we need to take in order to
18 those countries?
19 Admral Faller: Strong institutions and the
20 defense institutions in these countries contribute to
21 whol e- of - gover nnment sol ution, and that is where we
22 W have a program cal |l ed defense institution building
23 gets after that through our Perry Center here in
24 D.C. And so as that plays into a whol e-of - gover nnent
25 strategy across what we call the D Mg, dipl onmacy,
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com
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information, mlitary, and economcs, that is the best
solution long-term And when we play into that with
private sector and NGOs, that is the best way to get
nmost lasting, resilient, long-termresults, Senator.

Senator Peters: So you are saying prograns |ike
State Departnent prograns, in those countries are
important for us in our work to stabilize those areas
hopeful Iy prevent mgration and sone of the drug
that cones out of those countries?

Admral Faller: The integration of all elenents
power is key. | have a civilian deputy who is a full
anbassador fromthe State Departnent. She has former
experi ence, Anbassador Ayal de, and we have a seni or
executive fromUSAID that sits to ny inmediate |eft at
nmeeting as one of nmy nost senior reps so we can figure
how to best integrate it.

Senator Peters: So the Trunp adm nistration
cut off all non-defense aid to the countries in the
Triangle, as | know you are aware of, Quatenal a,
and El Salvador. Did the admnistration consult you
whet her or not that would nake sense?

Adm ral Faller: The pressure that is being
t hese governnents | would offer is good. And the
to cut off is a policy decision, and | amnot nornmally

of policy decisions, Senator. But | advocated and

Alderson Court Reporting
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1 articulated to the defense | eadership the inportant
2 contributions that professional mlitaries from
3 Quatenal a, and El Sal vador have nade, particularly in
4 counternarcotics fight where their special forces are
5 getting after it in a way that is paying dividends for
6 security. And that is why we were able to continue
7 to-ml| engagenent, Senator.
8 Senator Peters: Admral, the Leahy Law bars
9 to security forces who have commtted gross hunman
10 violations, as you are aware. Wuld it nmake sense to
11 corruption to the list that would cut off security
12 assistance, particularly of corruption that enables
13  human trafficking?
14 Admral Faller: Senator, | do not know that |
15 have thought through enough how corruption m ght play
16 Leahy Law. | think the Leahy Law is extrenely
17 It is demanding, rightly so, and it produces units
18 can trust and that we can | ook at and know are doi ng
19 right thing with respect to human rights.
20 Senator Peters: Admral Faller, in the
21 Tinmes” interview from June 26th, 2019, President Putin
22 that, quote, there are no Russian troops in Venezuel a
23 characterized the personnel there as just specialists
24 instructors to train local forces. Yet, nultiple
25 outlets have reported that paramlitary forces |inked
1-800-FOR-DEPO www.AldersonReporting.com
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Wagner group deployed to Venezuela to provide security
Presi dent Maduro. These are the sanme forces, as |

are very aware, that conducted m ssions on the

behal f in Wkraine, Syria, and other countries across

How woul d you characterize the actions of the
and Kremin-linked forces in Venezuela? 1s it just
training, as M. Putin alleges, or is it something
nef ari ous?

Adm ral Faller: Senator, we have consistently
way Russia mani pul ates nedia around the world. At one
in February fromny full Senate Arned Services
heari ng, about a week before the hearing, | was here
pre-hearing office calls, and | cane out of Senator
office to the news that Russian state TV was reporting
presence on the Col onbi a- Venezuel a border, including a
pi cture of sonmeone who was not ne and B roll footage
t anks and pl anes poi sed to conduct an invasion.
that sort of states Russia s approach overall to

There are Russian troops. There are Russian
contractors. Their presence are in the hundreds. 1In
Venezuel a, they are supporting the Maduro regine.
keepi ng Russi an gear operable. They are conducting a
range of activities you woul d expect a foreign power
to prop up their puppet regine.

Senator Peters: Thank you, Admral.
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1 Senator Ernst: Senator Haw ey?

2 Senator Hawl ey: Admiral, thank you for being

3 thank you for your |eadership.

4 Is it fair to say that one key Russian and

5 objective inthe region is to reduce United States

6 and access?

7 Admral Faller: Senator, | think it is. | would

8 differentiate it slightly.

9 | think for Russia that | would characterize as
10 a wounded bear wanting power -- their principal

11 to make the U. S. | ook bad at whatever turn they can do
12 do anything that would blunt a U S. advantage, even if
13 advantage is for the international good and the

14 it is in Venezuel a.

15 For China, they have legitimte economc

16 around the world, and I know we are working hard as a
17 to figure out how those legitimte internationa

18 can actually be played using the rule of law. So they
19 an economc interest primarily. But nmake no question
20  ny research, ny study, the 56 ports that they are

21 on, the extensive IT infrastructure, the extensive

22 are doing in cyber, the space access that they are

23 on, all these that would be characterized |I think by
24 state officials as soft power -- they have hard ai ns.
25 as | saidin earlier testinony this year, they are
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1 the stage for future access and influence that woul d

2 clearly mlitary dinensions.

3 Senator Hawl ey: So just on this last point there
4 China with their ports, with their cyber, wth their

5 devel opnent, you see that as part of a | arger

6 on China's part to ranp up their influence in the

7 also to dimnish ours. 1Is that fair to say?

8 Admral Faller: China has gl obal ainms that

9 beyond economc, and I think we have got to continue
10 conpete China globally, including in this

11 hem sphere.

12 Senator Hawl ey: Thank you for that answer.
13 G ve us a sense of what you think in your
14 | ooks like. What does it |ook for us to out-conpete

15 and what do we need to be doing to neet and turn back
16 strategic ains here?

17 Admral Faller: There are a |lot of security

18 around the world, as have been outlined: North Korea,
19 Russia and their near abroad, China, South China Sea.
20 have to nmake sure that we | ook at those globally, and
21 as a departnent. W have to nake sure that they are
22 resourced globally and resourced to a sufficient |evel
23 that China does not conme in and fill that vacuum when
24 not there. So at a point, you cannot do that and just

25 school house in Carlisle, Pennsylvania and Newport,
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1 | sl and or Montgonery, Al abama, at any one of our

2 war colleges, or at Western Hem sphere Institute for

3 Security at Fort Benning or here in the Perry Center

4 \Washington. At a point, we have got to be in the

5 present. That nmeans U.S. Navy ships, Coast Guard

6 Marine special purpose MAGTAF forces, specia

7 forces, small nunbers. W have in sone cases adequate

8 nunbers now, but if we took reductions -- we n ght

9 for the global fight -- that would have a

10 inpact | think in the long-termability to work with
11 partners.

12 Senator Hawl ey: Are there capability gaps that
13 have currently that you are concerned about that we

14 be doi ng sonet hi ng about ?

15 Admral Faller: | amconcerned. The littoral

16 ship is an excellent platformthe Navy is bringing

17 It has had some growing pains. | amconfident we are
18 to come out of those. The sergeant major and | spent
19 several hours on a littoral conmbat ship in Mayport,

20 recently. It is a capability we need. W do not have
21 The Navy is conmtted to deploying one in October. In
22 the US -- | will not give the name but a ship in

23  And we | ook forward to that. So we do not have a Navy
24  conbatant now, and so that is a capability gap.

25 Intelligence, surveillance, reconnai ssance assets
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1 challenged worl dw de. W need those for nonitoring

2 situation in Venezuela, also for the gl obal

3 fight, the crisis in this nation. That is our nunber

4 asset to detect that flow So we are short assets,

5 Senator.

6 Senator Hawl ey: Thank you for that. That is

7 hel pf ul .

8 Let me ask you about our ml-to-m| contacts

9 which you have already di scussed sone. They seemto
10 your region relatively narrow focused and at the snal
11 level. 1 amjust wondering. Do you feel that our

12 events with our partner nations are focused at the

13 level, and are they having the effect that you think
14  shoul d be?

15 Admral Faller: W do focus at the unit |evel,
16  basic blocking and tackling rightly starts there. But
17 al so have sonme high end exercises with our very

18 partners.

19 So we just conpleted UNITAS, which is the |ongest
20 serving maritinme exercise that the United States has
21 years. This was the 60th year. Qur very capable

22 partners led that and hosted it and were in command of
23 exercise. 12 nations in that exercise fromaround the
24 gl obe, observers fromthe UK and others and ships from
25 Ecuador in a very capable high end exerci se.
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1 At the sanme tine, we had our Forces Conmmando, SO
2 special operations forces, squads working together as
3 in a conpetition also in Chile sinmultaneously
4 So we do have high end exercises. | think there
5 nore we could do to increase the |level and conplexity
6 those and bring nore partners in, and that is one of
7 things we are focused on if there is additional
8 for exercises.
9 Senator Haw ey: Can | ask just one nore
10 Madam Chair?
11 The | ast question just on UNI TAS, since you
12 it, Admral. | understand over 1,700 personnel
13 participated, 12 nations. Can you describe the degree
14 trust anong the nenber nations, the participating
15 alignnment of priorities, things you feel canme out of
16 that you would report on to us?
17 Admral Faller: | attended the opening cerenony
18 had a chance to sit into the pre-sail brief in the
19 a Chilean frigate and went down the line and net the
20 lieutenant who was | eading the diving sal vage and the
21  aggressor force of a 03 |lieutenant who was | eadi ng the
22  opposition force, the commander of the Chilean sub who
23 going to go out and sink the high end Anmerican
24 the M chael Mirphy, naned after one of our Medal of
25 wnners. And you saw a band of brothers standing
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1 the flight deck. It would nake any one of us proud.

2 that is exercise noney, train dollars that is well

3 And that exercise covered everything from HADR to

4 to aterrorist activity, and it was intense.

5 Senator Hawl ey: Thank you.

6 Thank you, Madam Chair.

7 Senator Ernst: Thank you.

8 Senat or Shaheen?

9 Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, Madam Chair.

10 And thank you, Admral Faller, for being here
11 You nentioned the shortfall in the gl obal

12 counternarcotics effort, and as | am sure you are

13 opioid crisis inthe U S was responsible for nore
14 47,000 deaths in 2017. And nuch of those substances
15 through Mexico. Heroin grown in South Anmerican

16 particularly Colonbia, is trafficked to the U S. by
17 sea. And it has a real inpact on the entire country,
18 know. In New Hanmpshire, we have the second hi ghest
19 related overdose deaths in the nation.

20 So can you talk a little bit about what you are
21 to coordinate with State governnents and the U S. on
22 effort?

23 Admral Faller: The drug crisis is a national
24 crisis, Senator. It is that easy to get drugs in and
25 other illicit commodities that can cone al ong those
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1 networks. It is a significant focus of ours.
2 And as | nentioned in a previous question, there
3 insufficient resources dedicated. W are working as
4 we can with the Coast Guard. It is a prem er agency,
5 they are working hard. They have dedicated tw ce the
6 of cutters to the effort than what they commt in
7 annual gl obal plan, which shows the |evel of
8 And our Navy has stepped up to conmit nore.
9 Joint Interagency Task Force South in Key West,
10 know, is the premer center and, with about 1.5
11  the budget, gets about 90 percent of the drugs headed
12 the country, cocaine which is principally comng from
13  Col onbi a.
14 So we are working as hard as we can wth our
15 across the U S. interagency, principally in the Joint
16 | nt eragency Task Force South, and in the commttees
17 Washington, D.C. to | ook at ways to be nore effective
18 put nore resources and intelligence and thought into
19 i nterdiction problem
20 It is also a supply problemand a demand probl em
21 that regard, | would have to say that Col onbi a has
22 up in a significant way, and while the statistics that
23 cite do not reflect that because of the tine |ag, what
24 been published and made public for 2018 since
25 Duque has taken over is a significant increase in
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eradi cation, nmanual eradication, a significant
Col onbi an partner interdiction, a significant increase
t he Col ombi an forces’ contact with the
the terrorist groups that deal in this.

And so working with our partners, both in the
i nt eragency and our other host nation partners, 40
of our interdictions right now are by these partner
that we train and work with Col onmbia. And | nentioned
al ready the very capable forces of El Sal vador,
and Guatenmala. | would have to add in there Panama
Costa Rica have stepped up

But nore can be done, and we are dedicated to
because there is still way too nuch drugs that are
t hrough and getting to this country, Senator.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you very nuch.

| want to switch subjects now. | amlooking at a
contract award document fromthe Defense Logistics
for February of 2018. And one of the projects
here is for a contingency nmass mgration conplex at
Station Guantananp Bay, and it is a $23, 164, 000 fi xed
contract for construction of that nass mgration
It includes site shaping for tents, concrete pads for
headquarters. It goes on to tal k about mass
system various infrastructure requirenents.

Are you aware of this contract, and have you been
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1 of any discussions about what that mass mgration
2 going to be used for? Is it going to be used for
3 of mgrants fromour southern border to Guantanano
4 Admral Faller: Senator, one of our mssions is
5 able to handle any kind of mass migration event that
6 SOUTHCOM m ssion. And we have experienced that in the
7 wth some mgrants from Cuba and Haiti
8 Part of the naval station -- there is a field, a
9 of the naval station at Guantananp Bay that is an
10 field that could be subject to any kind of weather
11 conditions, mud. And so to get that field to a
12 if we had a mass migration, as | nentioned from Cuba
13 Haiti, we could keep the migrants on cenent pads
14 in the nmud and have power and water for sanitation
15 go. W did not currently have adequate facilities for
16  nunbers that we would estimate in those worst kind of
17 mgrations.
18 So | have been down to | ook at the progress. |
19 there at the start of the work. W rk is ongoing. W
20 supervising it.
21 W al so run an annual training drill. W
22 our Arny South soldiers there to wal k through the
23 and control and the interagency coordi nation that may
24 required. So | amvery nuch involved in the details.
25 is for a projected future mass mgration event. There
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been no di scussion or no order given to nme to prepare
site for any kind of southwest border flow

Senat or Shaheen: Are you aware of any
have been held that you may not have been given a
order, but have you been part of -- or do you know of
di scussi ons that have been held to nove southern
m grants there?

Admral Faller: No, Senator. Nobody has had a
di scussion wth ne to that effect.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

Senator Ernst: Senator Hi rono?

Senator Hi rono: Thank you, Madam Chair.

| would like to follow up on the questions that

Shaheen just asked.

So she referred to a $23 million --
Senat or Shaheen: It is over $23 mllion. It is
$24 million.

Senator Hirono: $24 mllion contract to house

mgration -- people as a result of mass mgration. So

is that noney for? Is it just what? | do not
Is it not going to go to put sone buildings up in this
that you are tal king about at Guant anano Bay?

Admral Faller: Senator, we currently have a
operation principally for Cuban mgrants, and there

small flow of mgrants that cone from Cuba --
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1 Senator Hrono: This noney is for mass
2 do not think we are tal king about Cuba or Haiti.
3 Admral Faller: So the current facilities are
4 i nadequate to hold any nore than a few hundred. And
5 worst case plans based on historical analysis or sone
6 of future event -- it could be a weather-rel ated event
7 would call for a larger infrastructure footprint that
8 hold into the tens of thousands. And so that is what
9 is based on. It is based on electrical
10 sewage, water, power, concrete pads, sone sanitation
11  buildings. It is a very spartan canp, though,
12 Senator Hirono: Admral, are you saying that
13 noney is not for the purposes of noving sone of the
14 fromthe Northern Triangle countries to Guantanano
15 Admral Faller: That is correct, Senator, not
16 Senator H rono: So any news reports that say
17 there is a potential for housing these people at
18 Bay woul d be m staken?
19 Admral Faller: | have seen the sane news
20 Senator, but the program noney and the project we are
21  overseeing and the mi ssion we have is for mass
22 not the southwest border.
23 Senator Hrono: So you have not gotten any order
24 there is no direct order, no discussion about sending
25 fromthe Northern Triangle to Guantanano Bay. But if
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an event occurs or such discussions occur, would you
this commttee know?
Admral Faller: Senator, | assure you |l would if
was a di scussion or an order that | had in that
Senator Hirono: GCkay, because of course with
and thousands of people comng fromthe Northern
our facilities are bursting at the seans and there is
guestion that there is an acknow edgenent that sone of
def ense assets m ght be put to use to house these
Sol think it is a matter of great concern for us.
So page 1 of your testinony -- you talk about the
i npact of interstate conpetition with China and
are capitalizing on the instability within your AOR
China, as you know, is a primary threat in the |Indo-
ACR, but they are, of course, increasingly turning to
countries, including -- they spread a wi de net.
What inpact has China's activities on Southern
had with your relationships with partner nations?
you know, China is very busy trying to insert
into having influence with our partner countries in
area. So is it making it harder for you to retain
i nportant relationships with our partner countries?
Admral Faller: Qur partners still want and view
a partner of choice, and our schools, education, and

everything is preferred.
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1 | think the challenge cones in if we do not have
2 speed, the quantity, or for sone reason we are not
3 be able to provide the partnership. And so fromthat
4 respect, when a nation -- I wll give you one exanple,
5 Senator. | amsitting with -- | amhaving ny third
6 tea with one of the | eaders froma capabl e Cari bbean
7 nation. And | do not start out asking about China. |
8 asking about the things that are nutual threats, how
9 perceive them | have a lot to learn in ny tour. But
10 get to China, whether they bring it up, | will bring
11 And then | will be blunt and ask what is China
12 you, and this particular chief of defense said they
13 nme $23 million last year. | said, well, what did you
14 with it? Just $23 million. Here is cash. | |ooked
15 security cooperation card, and | think my total sum of
16 assi stance was $1.5 million, which | thought was
17  adequat e.
18 And so we are not going to conpete in volune. W
19 to conpete in quality and speed of rel evance.
20 that may be fast, sonetines slow based on what the
21 needs.
22 And so that does make it chall enging, though.
23 mllion. And the chief of defense said, well, | did
24 any IT wth that, Admral. | amlike, well, okay.
25 nean, there are only so nmany uniforns you can buy for
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mllion. So you did something with it. | get it. It

hard to turn down cash. That is the challenge that we

conpeting wth.

And sone of the partners are turning it down.

Senator Hirono: One wonders for how | ong can
down what m ght be basically free noney.

So are China and Russia also involved in the
Triangle countries?

Admral Faller: So it is different per country,
try to always break them apart and go country by
The previous | eadership in El Salvador had a little
di fferent view about China and changed directions. |
the new | eadership is much nore pro-U. S. and really
to partner. | nentioned their chief of defense and
of defense, and that is including both Russia and
And | see the sanme in Honduras and Guatenmala. Froma
perspective, they stuck by Taiwan and the U. S.
and Honduras have. So | think it is different, but
and China are in there. And they are trying to nake
i nroads, and they will take every opportunity to nove
we are not.

Senator Hrono: So it sounds as though, with
of conmpetition, your presence, whatever we can do to
up our relationships is a constant thing for you. So

doing it.
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1 Thank you, Madam Chair.
2 Senator Ernst: Admiral, we will go ahead and do
3 second round of questioning. | think our nenbers have
4 additional questions they would |ove to hear your
5 on.
6 W talked a little bit about Argentina during
7 office call and sone of the deep space tracking
8 that are there. |If you could in an unclassified
9 this room can you el aborate on the assessed purpose
10 facility and the threat that it is posing to our
11 and to other assets that we have here?
12 Admral Faller: China is working in space around
13 gl obe and across all elenments of space. | think our
14 on space is exactly right because we have to stay
15 this area. They are |ooking for access points. They
16 found themin South Anerica, and Argentina is
17 one. The extent to what China is doing and the degree
18 mlitary activity at that site is extrenely concerning
19 the security of the United States.
20 Senator Ernst: And can you expound on what is
21 inpact to the United States?
22 Admral Faller: China has the ability to have a
23 global view of all space activities, and that could
24 ganut of offense and defense. So beyond that, we
25 togoto a different setting, Senator.
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1 Senator Ernst: Absolutely. Thank you. |
2 that.
3 Qut side of China and Russia -- we spent a | ot of
4 visiting about them But Iran and |ranian proxies do
5 long history in South Anerica and in the western
6 There was the 1994 bonbing of a Jewi sh center in
7 and the presence of Hezbollah-affiliated fund raising
8 activities across the region.
9 And how woul d you characterize their presence in
10 hem sphere, and what are their primary objectives?
11 Admral Faller: Ilran continues to be the nunber
12 state sponsor of terror around the world, and their
13 of mml feasance is everywhere. And we have seen that
14 recently in their attacks on tankers. They have at
15 two attributable terror attacks here in this
16 right here in Washington, D.C. where they attenpted to
17 the Saudi anbassador to the United States really
18 bl ocks of where we are sitting and their state-
19 terror attack in Argentina. And there are active
20 connections between the Iranian regi ne and Lebanese
21 Hezbol | ah fund raising activities throughout the
22 watch these closely. There is also Iranian
23 Islam c centers with very dubi ous and questi onabl e
24  throughout the hem sphere that has considerable ties
25 known terror activities in lran. And we keep our eye
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1 this, and we work closely with our capable partners
2 Brazil and Argentina to share information about these
3 threats.
4 Senator Ernst: And in your estimation then,
5 elenments that exist in this hem sphere -- are they
6 of hindering U S. objectives?
7 Adm ral Faller: W have seen what Iran is doing
8 and day out, Senator, in the Arabian GQulf, in Yenen,
9 Saudi Arabia, in the UAE, what they have done here in
10 past. And so | do not put nmuch stock in their good
11 intentions going forward. And so | think we have got
12 eye on this one as best we can with the resources we
13 Senator Ernst: Thank you, Admiral.
14 Il wll yield back nmy tine.
15 Senat or Peters?
16 Senator Peters: Thank you, Madam Chair.
17 | amgoing to pick up on a question that the
18 asked you about the dommins. You have tal ked about
19 space donain, but the other domain that we need to be
20 focused on is cyber, in particular Chinese activities
21  the world in that area.
22 Coul d you expl ain what the Chinese may or may not
23 doing in Latin Anerica to expand their cyber
24 Admral Faller: Start with the crisis in
25 So the Maduro-nade crisis there, which now pushed out
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1 mllion mgrants -- unfortunately, it is affecting
2 region -- is being aided, abetted by Russia, Cuba, and
3 lesser extent but a significant one, China. And the
4 that | nmentioned in nmy opening statenment -- China is
5 and | nentioned this as well -- involved in enabling
6 for the Maduro regine.
7 We | ook broadly beyond that. The attractiveness
8 infrastructure and the safe city/smart city concept
9 infrastructure can provide surveillance opportunities
10 security forces is being actively pursued by a nunber
11 inportant partners in the region. W have been very
12 actively involved with our interagency partners to
13 the risks, and on a ml-to-m!| and security force
14 partners -- they get it. And they have been able, in
15 cases, to articulate to their |eadership to slow or
16 sone projects.
17 But they turn to us and say what is our
18 Just like was nmentioned about the noney, Senator
19 menti oned at sone point you do need resources. They
20 say, hey, we need IT infrastructure. Wat is the
21 alternative that will cone forward that we can
22 Ohaml-to-ml level, we are working on sone
23 security cooperation packages with CYBERCOM sone of
24 first-ever security cooperation packages with partners
25 have asked al nost everywhere we go -- the partners
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do nore in this area. And we have made sone visits to
some assessnents, and with the support of Congress, we
going to cone forward with sonme 333 packages that w ||
training, education, and cyber infrastructure in a

ml realm It is the first ones ever we are pushing
coupl e of our very capable partners.

And so that has got to be our response, and that
anot her reason why we need to -- when | talk nore
about being there and being consistent, that is one of
areas we are going to | ook noving forward and t hat
both of us on cyber defense. But China is there in a
way, Senator.

Senator Peters: And China uses cyber not just to
wWth security issues, surveillance issues to prevent
but also to keep track of their popul ation and, sone
argue, to mani pul ate the popul ati on and get them nore
compliant with the regine.

Do you believe Latin Anerican governnents are
moving in that direction with the assistance of the

Admral Faller: Senator, when | talk to our
about the U S. versus China, | said, ook, | am not
bash China. | amnot here to even ask you to nmake a
| am here to tal k about what is inportant to you and
inportant to us, and I think I know where you cone

where you honor and respect denocracy, rule of |aw,

Alderson Court Reporting

42

www.AldersonReporting.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1-800-FOR-DEPO

rights, and sovereignty. | look at those sort of four
representative variables. And | said | |ook at the
conpetition that you m ght do business with, these
external state actors, and | know where we stand. W
not the perfect people, but we work really hard at
good in this country and particularly in our mlitary.
make m stakes, but they are usually honest m stakes.
where we stand on those four variables. | also know
the conpetition stands on those four variables. So
buy into a product, are you prepared to buy in what
cone wth what kind of rule of |aw, what kind of
human ri ghts?

| do not see currently an indication that people
buying into that in a way that is corrupting them or
themto stray fromtheir commtnent to us and their
commtnent to professionalism On a ml-to-ml [|evel,
not. But it concerns nme when you | ook [ ong-term when
| everage yourself, and you | ook down the I|ist,
human rights, rule of |aw

Senator Peters: Thank you, Admral.

Senator Ernst: Senator Shaheen?

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

Admral, as | amsure you are aware, in 2017
Trunp signed into | aw t he Whnen, Peace, and Security

whi ch mandates that we prioritize the inclusion of
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1 conflict negotiations and security structures and in
2 negotiations.
3 Can you tal k about how SOUTHCOM i s i npl ementi ng
4 | aw and how you see it hel ping you to acconplish your
5 mssion?
6 Admral Faller: Master Chief Stacey Arin is ny
7 advisor, sort of the alter ego to the command sergeant
8 here. She was at our full Senate hearing. She is out
9 actually on a field trip working on this.
10 So when we | ook at professionalism what it takes
11 a professional force -- and | think that is
12 people want to partner is we are professional.
13 forces are legitimte. Professional forces respect
14 rights, rule of law. They al so respect talent and
15 equal opportunity to cone in and conpete irrespective
16 you are, what you do, and whether you are a fenale or
17 male. And so that is what our approach is and how we
18 about it.
19 So ny conmmanders conferences that | have -- we
20 big one comng up in August in Brazil for all the
21  Anmerican countries. That will be a focus point of the
22 discussion with our counterparts and how t hey work
23  how we work with them And we have actually had
24 fromsone of our partners to say how did you, the
25 States, work through the integration of putting wonen
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1 teamon conbat ships at sea. And so that is one of

2 projects we are taking on with one of our partner

3 right now So they are receptive to it.

4 We appreciate the act because it cane with

5 that help us to sponsor training courses. W hosted

6 first course where we are training the trainers. So

7 all the conbatant commands at SOUTHCOM and | ki cked

8 course off. It was the afternoon of nmy first day in

9 actually. And we are |looking to kind of nove this

10 in practical ways that deliver conbat capability. And
11 actually think it does -- | know it does -- delivers
12 capability.

13 Senat or Shaheen: Well, | think it is also

14 point out that there is a grow ng body of evidence

15 shows what a difference it nmakes to have wonen at the
16 in conflict resolution and peace negotiati ons where we
17 if wonmen are part of those negotiations, they are nore
18 30 percent likely to last for |onger than 15 years.

19 | think for all kinds of reasons, including the ones
20 you cite, it is very inportant for us to see this | aw
21  inplenented. Thank you very nuch

22 Thank you, Madam Chair.

23 Senator Ernst: Senator Hirono?

24 Senator Hirono: Thank you.

25 Admral, the Joint |Interagency Task Force South
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1 detect, nonitor, and stop drug trafficking. And |ast

2 only 6 percent of known drug novenments were

3 Can you clarify for me? You nentioned it in your

4 response to one of the questions that 40 percent of

5 interdictions are by our partner countries. So that

6 percent of the 6 percent of the drugs that are

7 So when President Trunp declared a nationa

8 to fund his border wall, he announced he woul d pul

9 mllion fromthe Departnent of Defense s drug

10 program That is the programthat we are talking

11 So how are the funds in this drug interdiction

12 used to address drug trafficking? And if these funds
13 diverted to build a border wall, how would this inpact
14 ability to conplete your drug interdiction efforts?
15 Admral Faller: Senator, the Joint I|nteragency
16 Force South, as you nentioned, currently led by a

17 CGuard two-star, is key to this effort, and they are

18 great job with about 1.5 percent of the overal

19 counternarcotics funds for the entire U S. Governnent
20 about 90 percent of all the cocaine. Still, it is not
21  enough. As you cite, 6 percent.

22 The policy decision on how the border security is
23 is not sonmething that | aminvolved in. W have not
24 cut in our funding for the counternarcotic fight. So
25 however that noney is flowed, we have received the
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t hat we have needed and do need to fight the fight
are in. W do need nore assets. That does cost
the principal problemthat we face has not been a
of the counternarcotics noney. W appreciate
support in that. Thank you.

Senator Hrono: Carify for ne that this $2.5
-- you are not going to mss it if it goes away?

Admral Faller: If it went away, if we |lost the
fromour counternarcotics fund, we would mss it. |
it was a long answer to we have not had a cut in our
counternarcotics funding.

Senator Hrono: Well, it may happen the way
goi ng.

So considering that, since the President is
about diverting this noney for a wall which, by the
not going to help in terns of your drug interdiction
because nost of your drugs cone through the regul ar
entry, not where a wall wll be.

You noted in your testinony on page 2 that this
your AOR, is the largest source of illicit drugs and
mgrants to the United States. And you note further
you are working with your partners to address shared
chal l enges and threats in this area, including weak

governance, corruption, transnational crimna

organi zations, and the flow of illicit drugs. And you
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1 that you are | ooking forward to discussing the nature
2 this activity in detail and how you are working with
3 partners to address these issues.
4 So can you give ne an exanple of how you are
5 wth your partners to go after all of these, the weak
6 governance, corruption, and, you know, all the litany
7 things?
8 Admral Faller: It is ateameffort, and it is a
9 list, Senator, as you point out. Qur principal
10 within the Departnent of Defense is our NORTHCOM So
11  Ceneral O Shaughnessy and | are in constant
12 about how we ensure there is no seam between the
13  Mexi can border and how we view and track these
14 So at its heart, these are intelligence-driven
15 challenges. So what are the drivers of the mgration?
16 are the key crimnal organizations that are invol ved
17 illicit trafficking, whether it is people, arns, drugs
18 prey on the weak governance? And so sharing
19 wth our partners, building their capacity to
20  their own environnent, and then taking that
21  building into packages that we pass to partner
22 enforcenent and our own | aw enforcenent is key because
23 of these challenges involve action by other governnent
24 entities working very closely with Honel and Security
25 information that we know when we know it about m grant
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1 caravans or illicit drugs.
2 Senator Hrono: And really, Admral, to make an
3 inpact, you have to have a long-termconmmtnent to
4  addressing these issues, corruption, as | said, the
5 litany. And it does not help when you have $450
6 that is taken away fromparticularly the Northern
7 countries. It does not help. | think you have to
8 acknow edge that.
9 Thank you, Madam Chair.
10 Senator Ernst: Thank you.
11 | appreciate the subcommttee’ s participation in
12 today’'s activities.
13 Adm ral Faller, thank you very nuch for being
14 representing our nen and wonen of SOUTHCOM so aptly.
15 truly do appreciate your service to our nation
16 Thank you, Sergeant Maj or Zickefoose, for being
17 well.
18 To you and your team we appreciate the great
19 that you have provided for all of us.
20 And with that, this hearing is cl osed.
21 [ Wher eupon, at 4:03 p.m, the hearing was
22
23
24
25
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