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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. THOM TILLI'S, U S. SENATOR
FROM NORTH CAROLI NA

Senator Tillis: Good afternoon. The Personne
Subconmittee will cone to order.

The subcommittee neets today to mark up the origina
bill, the National Defense Authorization Act of 2019. W
will hold this commttee markup in open session.

I’ m confident that we can publicly conduct our business
wi t hout disclosing classified information or adversely
i npacting the process. In this regard, though, | ask that
any senator wishing to offer an anendnent or raise an issue
of a classified nature defer that to the full conmmttee for
consi derati on.

Wil e the subcommittee neeting is open, the entire
contents of the markup vote are subject to anendnent
t hroughout its consideration by the Armed Services Conmmttee
and are therefore enbargoed until the passage by the ful
comrittee and the report to the Senate.

Many nenbers remai n concerned about the proliferation
of Department of Defense report requirenents that have nmade
their way to the NDAA and that few of these reports assi st
this commttee in performng its necessary oversight of the
Depart nent of Defense. Unnecessary reports are a waste of
time and taxpayers’ noney, sonetinmes costing hundreds of

t housands of dollars to prepare. For that reason, our
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staffs have worked together to mnimze the nunber of report
requirenments included in this bill.

Before we begin, | want to thank Ranki ng Menber
Gllibrand for her hard work on this subcommttee. W
wor ked together in a bipartisan manner to draft this year’s
Personnel mark, and | appreciate her dedication to our

service nenbers and their famlies.

Finally, I want to thank the Personnel Subcommittee
staff -- Sean O Keefe, Gary Leeling, John dark, Katie
Magnus, and Al Edwards -- for their hard work and dedi cati on

t hroughout this process.

We have before us today a | egislative package that
contains 92 legislative provisions, 20 itens of specia
interest, and two budget itens. Since the details of the
| egi sl ati ve package were briefed to the staffs of the
committee nmenbers last week, | will [imt ny comments to
only a few of the highlights.

Key aspects of this markup include authorizing a 2.6
percent pay increase or pay raise for menbers of the
uni formed services. It authorizes targeted increases in
mlitary and end strength. It introduces the nost
conprehensive reform of the Defense Oficer Personne
Managenent Act since its inception in 1980, which includes
key provisions to better align officer managenent with the

objectives included in the National Defense Strategy.
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It clarifies authorities for the Director, Defense
Heal th Agency, to manage military nedical treatnent
facilities with a focus on total force readi ness and
operational nedical force readiness. It requires a new
organi zational framework of the mlitary health systemto
provi de better support for conmbatant commanders. |t
requires a three-year pilot programto mnimze early opioid
exposure and to prevent opioid msuse and abuse. | m ght
add there that sone of that was instructed by field hearings
that we’ve done in preparation for the commttee nmark.

It requires TRI CARE Pharnmacy Programto share
information with state prescription drug nonitoring
prograns, again sonething that we’'re hearing fromthe VA,
the DOD, and fromthe private sector that will be very
hel pful .

It authorizes $40 mllion in supplenmental inpact aid to
| ocal educational agencies with mlitary-dependent children,
and $10 mllion in inpact aid for schools with mlitary-
dependent children with severe disabilities.

It establishes policies and procedures on sexual
harassnent in the Departnent of Defense Education Activity
Schools. It authorizes a pilot programon prevention of
child abuse, and training on safe child care practices anong
mlitary famlies. It establishes nmultidisciplinary teans

for mlitary installations on child abuse and donestic
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1 viol ence, and establishes a new punitive article in the
2 Uni form Code of MIlitary Justice prohibiting donestic

3 vi ol ence.

4 It authorizes provisional or interimsecurity

5 cl earances for DOD child care workers, and it expands

6 authority for non-conpetitive appointnents of mlitary

7 spouses by Federal agencies.

8 These are only a few of the highlights of the
9 | egi sl ati ve package that we present for markup today. As I
10 i ndi cated earlier, your staffs have been fully briefed on

11 t he provisions contained in the package.

12 At this point | want to offer Ranking Menber G IIibrand
13 the opportunity to nake an openi ng statenent.
14
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STATEMENT OF HON. KI RSTEN G LLI BRAND, U.S. SENATOR
FROM NEW YORK

Senator G llibrand: Thank you, Senator Tillis, for
your | eadership and collegiality and coll aborative efforts.
| want to thank you and your staff for continuing the
subcomm ttee’s biparti san approach again this year under
your | eader shi p.

W have held a nunber of inportant and thoughtful
hearings this year on TBI, intimte partner violence, and
child abuse within the ranks, and officer managenent reform
| believe on balance this markup is a good starting point
for a debate and di scussion about how we best serve our nen
and wonmen in uniform and particularly |I’m pleased that the
mar k i ncludes provisions that begin to address the issue of
intimate partner violence and child abuse in the ranks,
including two provisions fromthe Mlitary Protect Act that
Senator Tillis and I introduced which requires the service
secretaries to establish and nmaintain nultidisciplinary
teans on child abuse and intimate partner violence at
mlitary installations; two, establishes a pilot program
provi di ng universal honme visits to new parents as a neans of
reduci ng child abuse and negl ect.

Additionally on this issue, there are provisions in the
mar k that establish a new punitive article in the UCM

prohi biti ng donestic viol ence, encouraging the training of
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all mlitary first responders, nedical personnel,
i nvestigators and prosecutors to understand the occurrence
of TBI resulting fromintimte partner violence; urging DOD
to work with a Federally funded research and devel opnent
center to conduct anonynous surveys of mlitary famly
menbers to better understand the preval ence of intimte
partner violence and child abuse and neglect in the
mlitary; allowthe mlitary court systemto i ssue and
enforce mlitary protective orders as a neans of protecting
survivors and ensuring that dangerous individuals are
tracked in civilian | aw enforcenent databases; and require
the Departnent of Defense to share Federal jurisdiction over
juvenile crimes on installations, including juvenile sexua
abuse, with surrounding states, giving victins and children
wi th probl emati c behavi or resources and counseling that they
need and deserve.

This year’s bill also includes provisions that wll
i nprove the lives of our mlitary famlies by nmaking it
easier for mlitary spouses to find enploynent. Earlier
this year | was proud to join Senator Kaine as an origina
co-sponsor of S. 2379, the MIlitary Spouse Enploynent Act of
2018. Several of the bill’s major provisions are included
in the Chairman’ s personal mark, including an expansion of
the availability period of online mlitary One Source

programfor mlitary famlies, inprovenent of My Career
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Advancenent Programfor mlitary famlies, and an expansi on
of authority for non-conpetitive appointnents of mlitary
spouses by Federal agencies. These and other neasures in
the bill will help ensure that nore mlitary spouses are
positioned to seek full enploynent.

The markup al so includes other provisions that |
strongly support, including applying the protections of
Title I X of the Education Arendnents of 1972 to K-12 school s
on mlitary bases so they can nore effectively address
di scrimnation and harassnment between students; requiring
these K-12 schools to craft a new policy conbatting sexua
harassnent anong students that provides at |east sone |eve
of protection afforded by Title I X in our colleges and
universities; authorizing $40 mllion in supplenental inpact
aid and $10 mllion in inpact aid for severely disabl ed
mlitary children to address clusters of underserved
disabled mlitary children. Both of these anpbunts match
| ast year’s authorizations.

Aut horizing a pay raise to the service nenbers, which
we’' ve now done every year since 1986; increasing
constructive credit for specialized training and experience,
i ncludi ng for cyber for appointnents up to the grade of
colonel so that we’'ll be able to nake sure we recruit people
we need; and encouraging the services to use their existing

personnel authorities to attract and retain personnel for
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the cyber m ssion force, particularly for those in the

Reserve and National Guard.

This is the beginning of a |long process, and | | ook
forward to working with you nore, Senator Tillis, here and
inthe full committee. | know we both want to end up with a
good bill that supports our nmen and wonmen in uniform and

their famlies.

| also want to thank your staff -- Eric Swabb, Al
Edwar ds, Sean O Keefe, Katie Magnus, Bo Prosh, Joey Nel son -
- for your cooperation and effort. | also want to thank
Mnority staff John Clark and Gary Leeling for their hard
wor k.

Thank you.

Senator Tillis: Any other nenbers wishing to nake a
st at enent ?

[ No response. |

Senator Tillis: Thank you all.

Traditionally, the subconmttee has used the Chairman’s
mark as the markup vehicle. Wthout objection, we will use
the Chairman’s mark as the markup vehicle, subject to
amendnent .

It has been the practice of the Arnmed Services
Comm ttee that any amendnment addi ng funding nust al so be
acconpani ed by an offset. The total funding |evels for

mlitary personnel and Defense health prograns authorized by
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the subconmttee mark are consistent with the President’s
budget request. Accordingly, if any senator proposes an
amendnent that would increase spending, the amendment nust
al so have an offset to pay for it.

W' ve actually processed 46 anmendnents to the
Chairman’s mark that have been cleared by both sides. |
think that’s a significant nunber, and we appreciate all the
work on the staff to nake that happen, and cooperation with
t he nmenbers.

The package has been provided to all nmenbers, and it is
in front of you. Now, in the script it says | will now go
about listing all 46 amendnents, but | do believe that al
of you have the handout in front of you, and if you would
prefer for me not to read every anendnent nunber, every
title, and every sponsor’s nane, W thout objection, we'll
have you refer to the attachnent.

W t hout objection, these anendnents to the Chairnman’ s
mark wi |l be adopted by the subconmttee.

Are there any other amendnents?

[ No response. |

Senator Tillis: [1'll entertain a notion that the
subcomm ttee adopt the agreed-to anmendnents as a part of the
Per sonnel Subconmm ttee nark.

Is there a second?

Senat or Warren: Second.
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Senator Tillis: A second having been heard, all in
favor say aye?

[ Chorus of ayes. ]

Senator Tillis: Al opposed, say no?

[ No response. ]

Senator Tillis: The ayes appear to have it.

The ayes do have it. The notion is agreed to.

| now nove that the recommendations of the subcommittee
be reported to the full commttee and that the staff be
authorized to draft the bill report |anguage inplenenting
agreenents reached today, and to nake necessary technica
and conform ng changes.

|s there a second?

Senat or McCaskill: Second.

Senator Tillis: A second having been heard, all in
favor say aye?

[ Chorus of ayes. ]

Senator Tillis: Al opposed, say nay?

[ No response. ]

Senator Tillis: The ayes appear to have it.

The ayes do have it. The notion is agreed to.

Is there any other business to cone before the
subconmi ttee today?

[ No response. |

Senator Tillis: Before we conclude, again | want to
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1-800-FOR-DEPO

recogni ze Senator Gl librand once nore for her work as the
Ranki ng Menber of the subcommttee and express ny
appreci ation for our partnership

| al so appreciate the active participation of other
menbers during a nunber of the subcomm ttee hearings. |
think it was very hel pful, and | appreciate you allocating
the tine to do it.

As |’ve said before, we’ve always set the standard for
bi parti san cooperation, and | think we’ ve done that again
this year.

Thank you all very much for your participation.

The subcommittee i s adjourned.

Senator Gl librand: Thank you.

[ Wher eupon, at 2:45 p.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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