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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE ACTI VI TIES OF THE ALL- DOVAI N

ANOVALY RESOLUTI ON OFFI CE

Tuesday, Novenber 19, 2024

U S. Senate

Comm ttee on Arned Services

Subcomm ttee on Energing
Threats and Capabilities

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 4:30 p.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Kirsten
G llibrand, chairman of the subconmm ttee, presiding.
Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators G| librand,
Peters, and Ernst.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. KRI STEN G LLI BRAND, U. S.
SENATOR FROM NEW YORK

Senator Gllibrand: This hearing will cone to order.
| would like to first thank our wi tness, Dr. Jon Kosl oski,
for testifying. He is our newy appointed Director of the
Al -domain Anomaly Resolution Ofice, or AARO, an office
Congress established in the fiscal year 2022 NDAA, to
i nvestigate the very serious problemof unidentified
anomal ous phenonenon, or UAP.

Dr. Kosl oski comes to AARO fromthe Research
Directorate of the National Security Agency, where he worked
I n areas of optics research and crypto mathematics. He
previ ously served at the DoD Special Comrunications
Enterprise Ofice. W look forward to regul ar engagenents
bet ween you and the Committee.

When uni denti fi ed anonal ous phenonenon enters our
ai rspace we need to know about it. W need to identify it,
but in order to do that we need to reduce the stigma and
credibility chall enges associated with these events. CQur
servi cenenbers, scientists, foreign partners, and the
general public need to know that their reporting, research,
and analysis wll be taken seriously and acted on in good
faith.

In the spirit of transparency, AARO recently rel eased a

consol i dated annual report, just a few nonths after
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rel easing the first volume of a historical record report in
March of this year. These public docunents hel p highlight
the challenges still facing this office, including the |ack
of tinely and actionabl e sensor data, the need to revisit
cases placed in the active archive, and the inportance of
| mproving reporting sources, both in the interagency and
I nternationally.

In this hearing | want to probe a series of specific
I ssues. First, as incidents at Langl ey and el sewhere have
denonstrat ed, unmanned aerial systens, or UAS, continue to
pose significant threats to our national security. 1In
addition to safety of flight issues these UAS create for our
own pilots and air crew, the UAS present clear and
undeni abl e counterintelligence concerns around sone of the
nost sensitive airspace. Wile standard UAS are not part of
AARO s m ssion, your work on sensors at mlitary
i nstallati ons across the country will be critical to making
sure that we have the donmai n awareness necessary to
accurately identify and track these objects. | expect your
office to also pay close attention to any anomal ous
characteristics that these systens could present in the
future.

Second, | look forward to your presentation of three
case studi es denonstrating cases that AARO has resol ved,

i ncl udi ng the GOFAST, which is one of the nost prom nent UAP
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cases. However, | believe it is inportant to acknow edge
ongoi ng public interest in the Nmtz incident, the G MBAL
vi deo, and other prom nent UAP cases, and for AARO to share
what it can about those cases, as well.

It is also inportant that AARO speak to unresol ved
cases and what types of anonmal ous activity have nerited
further analysis. And while | know AARO has gone through a
period of transition over the past year, it is inportant to
share these di sclosures, both resolved and unresol ved cases,
with the public, even when a Senate hearing is not
schedul ed.

Lastly, while sonme have been hesitant to cone forward
to AARO in the past, | hope that potential individuals with
firsthand know edge of unreported prograns view your arrival
in this position as an opportunity for a new start. AARO
was created by Congress to do this work. Congress waives
nondi scl osure agreenents for those who disclose information
to AARO and gave AARO the authority to go and turn over
every rock. | hope those with information to share use this
opportunity so that we, as your Senators who represent you,
can do our j ob.

| ook forward to hearing nore on these issues from Dr.
Kosl oski, and for nenbers to start a dial ogue on this
| mportant topic.

Wth that | would i ke to turn to Senator Ernst for her
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. JONI ERNST, U.S. SENATOR
FROM | OMA

Senator Ernst: Thank you, Madam Chair, and thank you,
Dr. Kosloski. Qur hearing today is about identifying UAPs
and understanding their potential inplications, which could
range from technol ogi cal advancenents to potential threats
to our national security. Are these phenonena tied to
foreign adversaries such as China or Russia, |everaging
advanced technol ogi es beyond our current capabilities, or do
t hey represent unknown scientific phenonena that chall enge
our current understandi ng?

We nust answer these critical questions to ensure that
our national security is not conmpromsed. It is vital that
all agencies work in tandemto aggregate data, identify
patterns, and devel op robust anal ytical frameworks. Qur
ability to detect, track, and respond to UAPs requires the
| at est technol ogy and full cooperation fromall governnent
br anches.

Thanks very nuch, Dr. Kosloski, for your attention to
this matter, and | |ook forward to the val uable insights
that you and AARO can provide to our Committee. And | yield

back. Thank you.
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Senator Gl 1librand:

openi ng st at enent.

TP One

Dr. Kosl oski,
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STATEMENT OF JON T. KOSLCSKI, Ph.D., DI RECTOR, ALL-
DOVAI N ANOVALY RESOLUTI ON OFFI CE

Dr. Kosl oski: Thank you, Chairwoman G | 1|i brand,
Ranki ng Menber Ernst, and distingui shed nenbers of the
Subcomm ttee. It is a pleasure to be here on behalf of the
Department of Defense as the new Director of the All-domain
Anomaly Resolution Ofice. | appreciate the opportunity to
provide a status update on AARO s work and respond to your
guesti ons about unidentified anomal ous phenonena, or UAP.

On behal f of the Departnent and the entire AARO team |
want to say how grateful we are to Congress for its
conti nued support. Unidentified objects in any domai n pose
potential threats to U. S. safety and security. Reports of
UAP activity, particularly near national security sites,
must be treated seriously and investigated with scientific
rigor by the U S. governnent.

By way of introduction, I amJon Kosloski. | ama
researcher at ny core, with an academ c¢ background in
mat hemati cs, physics, and engineering. | have spent nost of
ny career at the National Security Agency |eadi ng advanced
research in the areas of optics, conmputing, and crypto
mat hematics. By nature, | amdrawn to tough scientific
probl ens, which is what brought ne to AARO and t he UAP
m ssi on.

Since | arrived at AARO in August, | have been
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i npressed by the breadth and depth of my team s experience
and the franmework they have established to rigorously
anal yze UAP reports. AARO has taken neani ngful steps to
| mprove data collection and retention, bolster sensor
devel opnent, effectively triage UAP reports, and reduce the
stigma of reporting UAP events. Last year, AARO worked with
DoD s Joint Staff to issue guidance to defense personnel
wor | dwi de on how to report UAP observations, and is working
with the mlitary services regarding inplenentation. AARO
has al so | aunched a public website that features UAP
| magery, case resolutions, material analysis, archival
records, and nore. These are only a few exanples of AARO s
recent progress, and we are just getting started.

To date, AARO has over 1,600 UAP reports inits
hol dings fromacross the U. S. governnent. | wll share a
slide in just a few mnutes with updated UAP anal ytic
trends. You will see that many reports resolve to
commonpl ace objects |ike birds, balloons, and unnanned
systenms, while others |ack sufficient data for conprehensive
analysis. Although only a very small percentage of reports
recei ved by AARO are potentially anonal ous, these are the
cases that require significant tine, resources, and a
focused scientific inquiry by AARO and its network of
partners. It is inportant to underscore that, to date, AARO

has not di scovered any verifiable evidence of
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extraterrestrial beings, activity, or technol ogy.

To acconplish AARO s national security mssion, | have
set three priorities for the office: building strong
partnershi ps, pronoting transparency, and scaling up the
wor k of the office.

AARO cannot do its work alone. Building partnerships
across governnent, academ a, industry, and with the public
Is essential to the success of the office. Strong
cooperation with the mlitary services is particularly
inmportant. We rely on their support to inplenment our
reporting guidance and to anplify the nessage that there
shoul d be zero stignma associated wth UAP reporting.

We also rely on partnerships with the National Labs,
the Ofice of the Director of National Intelligence, FBI
Departnment of Honel and Security, and NASA, all of which play
a role in the whol e-of -governnent effort to address UAP.

Recogni zing the talent and expertise that reside
out si de of governnent, AARO w |l continue to explore new
ways to partner with the acadenmic and scientific communities
to investigate its nost conpl ex UAP cases.

Arelated priority for AARO is transparency. Qur
ability to collaborate with key partners, including the
scientific comunity and the public, relies on infornmation
sharing, to include downgradi ng and decl assi fyi ng UAP-

related information. |In sone cases, it nmay be unclear to
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the public why the DoD classified a piece of information in
the first place. Wy are photos of seem ngly benign objects
such as balloons classified? It is often the case that an
obj ect or phenonenon itself is not a security concern, but
the | ocation, source, or nethod used to capture it is stil
sensitive. Mny cases are difficult to quickly release to
the public but are reported to the appropriate conmmttees in
Congress that are authorized by the | aw or House and Senate
| eadership to receive the information.

It is inportant to note that AARO does not unilaterally
declassify information. Instead, we work with the
originator of a classified record to ensure that
decl assifying that record does not inadvertently harm
national security. This can take tinme. Nonetheless, the
Departnment is commtted to declassifying and publicly
sharing nore information on UAP, while protecting sensitive
sources and nethods. | wll be sharing sone newy
declassified imagery in just a few m nutes.

AARO is al so working closely with the National Archives
and Records Admi nistration to make UAP-rel ated docunents
publicly available in a digitized collection. Manwhile,
AARO continues to reviewthe U S historical record relating
to UAP. We wel cone any fornmer or current governnent
civilian, contractor, or mlitary servicenenber with

rel evant information to reach out to us at ww. aaro. m | .
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My final priority is scaling up AARO s work to match
its mssion. AARO needs to bolster the quantity, quality,
and diversity of data that it acquires and exam nes. This
means tapping into existing data sources within the
I nt eragency whil e deploying AARO s own organi c sensor
capabilities. To the extent that UAP result from domain
awar eness gaps, nore and better data will help us fill those
gaps and hel p us understand what is being encountered.

In closing, AAROis commtted to the highest standards
of scientific integrity. W wll not foreclose on any
expl anation for UAP prematurely. W wll continue to follow
the science and data wherever they lead. W w Il continue
to have an open and frank dial ogue with Congress in settings
li ke these and in classified briefings. W wll continue to
keep you fully and currently informed of all UAP
i nformation, active or historical. And finally, we wll
share as nuch infornmation as possible at the unclassified
| evel to informthe public of AARO s activities and its
findi ngs.

For now | would like to turn to a brief presentation of
UAP trends and cases, and then | woul d be happy to take
guesti ons.

This chart represents the UAP reporting since 1996, and
as has previously been discussed by AARO sensor pl acenent

seens to have caused a bias in our data, both geographic and
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at altitude. And we are working to resolve that bias in
2025, or reduce that bias, through broader engagenents wth
the DoD as well as the I1C and the rest of the governnent,

al so by incorporating broader sensors into our data and

t hrough a public reporting nechanismthat we hope to have
live in md 2025.

On the left side it shows the altitudes, and we w |
see -- it is a bit cut off -- we will see that nost of the
reporting occurs between 15,000 and 25,000 feet. That
happens to be where nost of our sensors are. And the
reporting above and below that is also often comng from
t hose sane pl atforns.

In the center we will see that the resol ved cases have
the vast mpjority being balloons and UAS. W are seeing a
great increase in satellites recently, particularly with the
| aunch of nmega satellite constellations such as Starli nk,
where the satellites are catching what is called satellite
flares or glint off the sun, just after sunset or just
bef ore sunri se.

And on the right-nost we will see the norphol ogy or the
shapes that have been reported. The nmjority have been
lights or orbs. W think that there is going to be an
Increase in the lights with the nega constell ations. But
our nost interesting cases, sonme of which I wll discuss

| ater, our actually the E-shape such as the triangles or the
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cylinders.

And at the bottomwe will see the geographic bias that
| mentioned before, where nost of the reports historically
have been near the governnent sites. This bias has been
reduced recently by reporting fromthe FAA. W now get
weekly reports fromthem And a great thank-you to our
aviators for meking those reports. It hel ps our analysis
quite a bit.

Ckay. A case that we thought would be a transnedi um
case as it was reported, is well-known on the outside, known
as the Puerto Rico case. It was data collected in 2013,
when a Custons and Border Patrol aircraft observed an object
flying near an airport in Puerto Rico. The green line in
this diagramis the track that the airplane was taking, and
those many crossed lines are the directions that the canera
was facing at the tine that the airplane was flying around
the airport. And we wll watch the video in just a nonent.

The orange arrow in the center is where we assessed
that the UAP was actually flying, and transnedi um neans t hat
It goes fromone domain into another. |In this case, it
| ooks like it goes fromthe air into the water and then back
into the air. W assessed that it was actually flying over
the airport the entire tine.

And this video was taken with infrared, and what

appears to be the transnmedium part, where it goes into the
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water, is actually where the tenperature of the water is
equal to the tenperature of the object, and the canera can
no | onger distinguish between the two. It is not that the
object actually goes into the water. So we assessed that
the object, likely a pair of balloons or sky |anterns, was
floating at about 7 knots over the airport and descending to
about 200 nmeters. And this video wll be rel eased, and our
report will be released later this year.

The GOFAST captured the public attention and
congressional attention when it was made public in 2017. It
| ooks |i ke an object flying very fast over the water, very
close to the water. Through a very careful geospati al
intelligence analysis, using trigononetry, we assessed with
hi gh confi dence that the object is not actually close to the
water but is rather closer to 13,000 feet. The diagram here
shows as the platformis flying and capturing the object, if
it is closer to the platformat higher altitude a trick of
the eye called parallax nmakes it |look |ike the object is
novi ng much faster. And so we have witten a detail ed paper
on parallax, released on our website, so that the public can
literally check our math on this anal ysis.

An interesting case, which I do not believe the public
Is famliar with, is captured in 2018 froma UAV flying in
the Mediterranean, watching M. Etna as it was erupting.

And it appears that that object is flying through the plune
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of superheated gas and ash.

This was a rather difficult case to resolve. W had to
pul | in support froma nunber of |IC and S&T partners, and
even reach out to a vol canol ogist. And through very
detail ed 3D nodeling and pi xel -by-pi xel analysis of the
object as it is traversing across the clouds, they assessed
that the object was actually 170 neters away fromthe plune
and not flying through it.

And to be clear, AARO does not believe every object is
a bird, a balloon, or a UAV. W do have sonme very anomnal ous
objects. It is just the nature of resolution. W can only
resol ve things that we understand. So we are now wor ki ng on
addi ti onal products where we can informthe public,

Congress, and others of the objects as we are studying them
rather than once we have resol ved them

Wth that | wll take your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of Dr. Kosloski follows:]
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Senator GIllibrand: Thank you, Dr. Kosloski. |
appreci ate your testinony.

It has been widely reported that individuals claimng
firsthand know edge of unreported UAP prograns have been
reluctant to engage with AARO  What nessage do you have for
t hose individuals, and howw Il you work to gain their
trust?

Dr. Kosloski: | would let themknow that Congress has
gone out of its way to create the organi zati on AARO
specifically to conduct these sorts of investigations and
has uni quely enpowered themto have access to all UAP-
related i nformation, whether that is historic or current.
And we take that responsibility and those authorities very
seriously.

So we have been reaching out to a broader community,
encour agi ng fol ks who had tal ked to AARO personnel in the
past and maybe felt unconfortable, to conme back to us. W
have nmet with several of their interlocuters and a coupl e of
firsthand wi tnesses, and we are naking great progress in
t hose firsthand w tnesses that we have tal ked to do feel
confortabl e com ng back to us. And so we hope that nore
fol ks that do have information would go to wwww aaro. m |,
fill out the form send it to us so we can bring themin for
interviews, and add their information to our investigations.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you. | recently just read
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your report from March, your historic report, and I would
encourage anyone who is interested in this topic to read the
report. Because when | was asked by a reporter about it
they said, "Well, it doesn't show any evi dence of secret
prograns that have aliens.”

That is not how !l read the report. Wat | read in the
report is the U S. governnent took sightings extrenely
seriously over the |ast 75 years, put sone of the greatest
m nd ever to anal yze these cases, because they assessed them
as sone deeply unknown phenonena that may or nay not cause
threats, that may or may not be related to adversaries, but
are certainly sonething that the U S. governnent needed to
know about .

And what | read fromthis report is that we resol ved
nunbers of cases, but in al nost every instance, whether it
was in the '40s, the '50s, the '60s, the '70s, the '80s, the
'90s, the '00s, half the cases were unresolved. So | do not
think this is an exanple of the governnent not taking these
cases seriously. | think this is an exanple of our
gover nnent spending 75 years taking these cases very
seriously.

And interestingly, for the group that put together this
report, they did not have access to any firsthand reporting.
And so from ny perspective, for whistleblowers and peopl e

who want to cone in, please conme in, because the purpose of
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AARO is so that the Senators can do our job to provide
oversi ght, accountability, and transparency. W find it
very concerning that our pilots, that our Navy officers,

t hat peopl e who have sightings of UAPs are denigrated, are
sonehow di sm ssed or disregarded. They need to be

pr ot ect ed.

This is a huge issue for national security because,
nunber one, we do not have domai n awareness, which is very
probl ematic. Nunmber two, we do not have donmin superiority
if we do not understand how different UAPs are flying, what
technol ogy they are using, what their mssion is, what their
purpose is. And at the base |level, we have so nany UAPs
around our bases, around our mlitary sites, around our
nucl ear sites, and it is a deeply disturbing that
adversaries, at a mninmum could be using these
opportunities to spy, to glean intelligence that will harm
our |long-termnational security.

So | amgrateful that you are taking the whistlebl owers
very seriously. | amgrateful that AAROis trying its best
to integrate the private sector, the public into their work.

Interestingly, in this hearing, we heard that the FAA
I s now wor ki ng hand-in-glove, which is very helpful. W
want this public-facing accessibility to be put in place by
2025, so that people can upload their videos, their data,

their reports.
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| have net with people who have followed this issue for
decades, and they have thousands of exanples, thousands of
pi eces of data, that ultimately | want upl oaded into AARO so
you can cross-reference historic information with current
I nformation. Because this group at AARO are the best
scientists that we can find anywhere, and they will do the
work that is needed to be done. So I just want to thank you
for that.

And then with nmy | ast 42 seconds, can you tell us about
any of the cases that nerit further analysis by your |IC and
sci ence and technol ogy partners? Wat is it that nakes
t hese cases anonmal ous? And a | arge nunber of reports are
pl aced in the active archive because AARO does not have
enough informati on. What m ght pronpt you to reopen a case
| i ke that, and do you have any exanpl es?

Dr. Kosloski: Sure. | will start with the active
archive case. That is just the place where we put cases
where we do not have enough scientific information to
resolve themat that tine, but we are always | ooking for
opportunities to correlate themto new cases that cone in,
as the new cases cone in, as well as enrich those cases with
addi ti onal dat a.

We do have one exanple that | am aware of where we were
able to correlate a nunber of observations of interesting

lights in the sky, and eventually we concluded that it was
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mul ti pl e peopl e observing Starlink flares, just as an
exanpl e.

Three cases that nerit analysis that we are working on
ri ght now, one we nmight be in the process of resolving, but
nonetheless, it is still interesting.

The first one was brought to us by a | aw enforcenent
of ficer out West, where he observed a | arge orange orb
floating several hundred feet above the ground, a couple of
mles away. He went to investigate what was going on with
that orb, and as he was pulling up to the | ocation where he
t hought woul d be bel ow the orb, about 40 to 60 neters away
fromsone object, the area was well |it, he saw a bl acker
than black object. He said it was about the size of a
Prius, 4 to 6 feet wide. And as he got 40 to 60 neters away
fromthe object it tilted up about 45 degrees, and then it
shot up vertically, he says 10 to 100 tinmes faster than
anyt hi ng drone he has ever seen before. And it did that
wi t hout making a sound, as far as he could tell frominside
of his vehicle. And just as it left his field of view
t hrough his windshield then it emtted very bright red and
blue lights that illum nated the inside of his vehicle, as
brightly as if sonmeone had set off fireworks just outside
his vehicle, or street fl ares.

So that is anomal ous because of the size of the vehicle

with the great accel eration, and when he cane back to
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i nvestigate that area he found no disturbance of the ground
beneath it. So that is one interesting one.

Anot her one conmes to us from Southeast U. S. There was
a US facility where two cars of government contractors
were |leaving the facility, around 9:00 in the norning. They
| ooked up in the sky and saw a | arge netal lic cylinder,
about the size of a commercial airplane, and it was
stationary. They observed that there was a very bright,
white |ight behind or around the object. The saw it
stationary for 15 to 20 seconds, and then it di sappeared.
Qovi ously, an object that |arge, stationary unless it is a
blinp, is unusual, but then di sappearing, we cannot explain
how t hat woul d happen.

And then the | ast case was interesting. W had an
aircraft that was flying parallel to another aircraft and it
was capturing imgery of it, and a snmall-1o00king object
appeared to fly between the two of them nuch faster than
them Through very careful analysis we think that the
obj ect m ght have actually been further away than the object
that it was videotaping, but it requires very carefu
anal ysis to cone to those concl usions, and we do not have
the netadata to support that yet.

Senator Gllibrand: Senator Ernst.

Senator Ernst: Yes. Thank you, Madam Chair. And Dr.

Kosl oski, you nentioned that you do work with the
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intelligence community. You are working with the FAA. Has
AARO i nvol ved academ a? Have you gone to universities? Do
you have outside organi zations that you are working wth,
and if so, can you wal k us through sone of that
col | aborati on?

Dr. Kosloski: Sure. R ght now nost of our
col |l aborations that are veering towards academ a are with
your university affiliate and research centers associ ated
Wi th universities or with FFRDCs. Qur partnership with
university, | would say, is lacking right now. W have sone
one-of f associations with university professors. However,
that is our fault, and it is largely because of the need to
be classified data. W need to give the professors
sonething to work on before we can really engage them

So we are working significantly on the decl assification
effort. W have hired a nunber of declassification experts,
and we are going to be trying to get cases |like the ones
that | just discussed here declassified so that we can
engage with the universities on a regular basis and provide
themthe data. Talking to a scientist without data is going
to be rather disappointing. So hopefully in 2025, we wll
be increasing those efforts.

Senator Ernst: Al right. WelIl, | appreciate that. |
think there is a huge pool of talent out there that you

shoul d tap into.
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G ven the public's growing concern and interest in
UAPs, how do you bal ance the need for the transparency that
our public is demanding with the potential risks of
reveal ing classified defense informtion?

Dr. Kosloski: Yeah, that is always a concern that is
on the front of our mnds. W want to nake sure that we are
deconflicting both on potential U S. prograns and what the
| C might be tracking for adversarial prograns, as we are
aggregating that information and preparing to share it.
However, oftentines we can renpve the di scussion of the
uni dentified and anomal ous activity fromthe sensitive
I nformation that our partners are concerned with. And that
Is usually going to be the platforns that the information
was collected with, if it is truly anomal ous. And so we
have our partners working alongside in the declassification
of that data.

Senator Ernst: Very good. And then wi thout having to
explain the UAP, what do we need to begin really doing about
t hen? \What precautions can we take? Wat should we be
doi ng about thenf

Dr. Kosloski: | think that renoving the stigmg,
reducing the stigma, is the first step. W need to nake
sure that we are having honest and transparent conversations
about them Because if we are hesitant to discuss them

then it opens the opportunity for an adversary, as you had
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menti oned earlier, Senator Gllibrand, to cone in and
conduct some activity.

So we need to do that, and we need to have nore
persi stent nonitoring and understand that whether it is a
UAP or a counter-UAS issue, that we need to have that
conpl ai n donmai n awar eness around our national security
facilities.

Senator Ernst: Wnderful. Thank you. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

Senator G llibrand: Just a couple of follow up
guestions. W did not discuss in this setting the nost
recent UAP, or UAS, encounter with bases |ike Langley. |
know t hat the incursion by UASs that were publicly nade
avai l abl e through the press that took over 2 weeks was
fairly alarmng to Senators, because there was a question
about what technology they were using, there was a question
about why it was so hard to detect.

Can you speak to how AAROw Il be integrated into the
revi ew of these kinds of cases and how you can be hel pful to
both the intelligence community and the Departnent of
Def ense in analyzing or being able to nore quickly analyze
what is knowabl e and what is not knowable. Because once you
do identify it is a drone, for exanple, it then goes to the
ri ght departnent at DoD or the intelligence community to

assess, deal with, or take down, as the incident m ght be.
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But talk to us alittle bit about what role you can
play, for both the DoD and the I C community in these kinds
of incursions that are happeni ng when we do not know what
tech is being used and we do not understand a flight
pattern, we do not understand how they arrive and depart in
t he way t hey do.

Dr. Kosloski: Yeah. W are generally going to be
supporting themthrough an advisory capacity. As an
organi zation that naturally needs to conduct baseline
experinents of the environnment to see what normal | ooks
| i ke, whether it is balloons, birds, anomal ous activity, or
drones flying through an environnent, we are going to gather
a lot of data that will allow us to characterize an
environnment very well and then detect and foll ow t hose
tracks, hopefully rather efficiently.

There is also a ot of overlap in the type of sensors
that are going to be used for the counter-UAS m ssion and
the UAP m ssion, whether that is active detection |like
radars, or passive like caneras. So as AAROis trying to
push the bounds on detectability for UAP, we are hopefully
going to have best practices that we can also provide to the
counter-UAS, and potentially we m ght have additiona
technol ogi es that we can offer themto support.

Senator Gllibrand: | would like to just address a

little bit of reporting and feedback. As you know, AARO is

26
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required to devel op a mechanismfor the public to report UAP
I nformation. Now that that nmechanismfor current and forner
mlitary, civilian, and contractor personnel has been
establ i shed, can you speak to AARO s plans for a public
reporting nmechanism and how did AARO arrive at this
approach, and were other options considered?

And second, for pilots and operators who have reported
a UAP, what feedback, if any, has AARO provided to these
I ndividuals related to what AARO is doing with their report
and how the report has been resol ved? How does such
f eedback, or |ack thereof, inpact the frequency of UAP
reporting?

Dr. Kosloski: Yeah. The public reporting nechani sm
that we have decided to go with is going to look simlar to
the reporting nmechanismthat we currently have for
hi storical events, where we are going to ask folks to go to
our website, download a PDF form put in the narrative for
their account, and then email that to us wi th acconpanyi ng
media. Usually it will probably be imgery.

W went with that option because we thought, one, we
could do it rather quickly, we could do it efficiently, make
It very cost effective for the taxpayer. But also we think
we can gather all the data that we are going to need to
conduct our analysis. And then we are going to have that

feed into an autonmated processing systemthat wll cross-
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correlate that against all the other public reported cases
as well as the U S. governnent cases.

We did consider a nunber of other reporting nechani sns,
to included automated online fornms as well as cell phone
apps, and we ultimately decided that this would be the
saf est, cheapest, and easiest to maintain in the future,
while protecting the private information of the individuals
who are reporting.

Regardi ng the feedback fromthe result reports, right

now we do not have a good feedback mechanism It is fairly
informal. W are working on building a case nmanagenent
systemthat AAROw Il use at all classification |evels, and

hopefully in that we will be able to provide feedback. As
the case is going through the resolution process -- we have
mul ti pl e phases -- then the fol ks who report that, whether
it is apilot at the classified | evel or soneone potentially
reporting through another nechanism they will get that

aut omat ed f eedback.

And then it is not determned at this point yet how
much information we will be able to include in that feedback
where it is in the process. It will depend on the
classification of the resolution of the case.

Senator Gllibrand: M final question is, is there
anything that you need to tell the Senate that you need from

us, whether it is funding, whether it is support, whether it
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is legislation. |Is there any request that AARO has of us,
or anything else you need to brief us on, for us to be able
to do our job to protect our servicenenbers as well as
integrate public interest and public data and information
into the future analysis efforts of AARO?

Dr. Kosloski: First of all, I want to say thank you
again. | think that the authorities that we have are
remarkable, and I think that we are well-resourced as an
office. The only ask | would have is that you continue to
chanpi on us, particularly with witnesses, encourage themto
come forward and report to us so that we can have a nore
ful sone investigation of the potential historic or ongoing
| egacy prograns.

Senator G llibrand: Thank you so nmuch. Hearing
adj our ned.

[ Wher eupon, at 5:10 p.m, the subcommittee was

adj our ned. ]
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