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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF: MR MARC J. BERKOW TZ TO BE
ASS| STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SPACE POLI CY; DR JOSEPH
S. JEVELL TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SCl ENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY; MR JAMES R CAGGY TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY
OF THE DEFENSE FOR M SSI ON CAPABI LI TIES; AND MR. BRENDON P.
ROGERS TO BE ASSI STANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FOR ENERGY,

| NSTALLATI ONS AND ENVI RONMENT

Tuesday, Cctober 28, 2025

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:32 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Conm ttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker
[ presiding], Fischer, Rounds, Ernst, Scott, Tuberville,
Mul I'i n, Budd, Banks, Sheehy, Reed, Shaheen, G 1i brand,
Bl unent hal , Hirono, Kaine, King, and Kelly.

Al so Present: Senator MCorm ck.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER F. W CKER, U.S. SENATOR

FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: A quorumis now present. W'IlIl cone
to order. | ask the commttee to consider a |list of 3,475
pending mlitary nomnations. |Included inthis list is the

nom nati on of General Kenneth S. W/l sbach, U S. Air Force
for reappointnment to the grade of general and to be the
chief of staff of the Air Force. Al of these nom nations
have been before the conmttee for the required | ength of
time.

Is there a notion to report these 3,475 pending
mlitary nomnations to the Senate favorably?

Senator Scott: So noved.

Chairman Wcker: |Is there a second?

Senator Scott: Second.

Chairman Wcker: Al in favor say aye.

[ Chorus of ayes.]

Chairman Wcker: And the notion carries. This
executive session is now adjourned. But that doesn't nean
peopl e can | eave.

The hearing is now in session to consider the
denom nations of Mark J. Berkowitz to be Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Space Policy, Dr. Joseph S. Jewell to be

Assi stant Secretary of Defense for Science and Technol ogy,
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M. James R Caggy to be Assistant Secretary of the Defense
for Mssion Capabilities, and M. Brendon P. Rogers to be
Assi stant Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installations
and Environnent.

| wel cone our wi tnesses today and thank them for being
here. The American people need public servants to step up

and hel p us deter our enemes. W face a threat environnent

nore dangerous than any since World War 11. | say this at
al nrost every hearing because it bears repeating. In such
challenging tines, |I'mgrateful that these individuals have

answered the call to serve.

Space is an increasingly contested domain. Peer
adversaries, China and Russia, have been rapidly advancing
their capabilities to challenge U S. dom nance and di srupt
our space-based assets. As these nations invest heavily in
anti-satellite weapons and electronic warfare, the United
States nmust nove with urgency to stay ahead. M. Mark
Berkowi t z has been nom nated to serve as Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Space Policy. |If confirmed, he will play a
critical role in devel oping policy. That policy nust ensure
our space systens are not only nodern and resilient, but
al so fielded on tinelines that match or out pace our
adversaries. W sinply cannot deter war with China if we do
not have dom nance in space. Qur national security depends
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on mai ntaining strategic advantage in that domain and
requires forward | eani ng | eader shi p.

Dr. Jewell is nomnated to be Assistant Secretary of
Def ense for Science and Technol ogy. The depart nment
currently faces bureaucratic bottlenecks when it works to
transition technology into fielded weapons systens. |f
confirmed, Dr. Jewell would help renove those
inefficiencies. Additionally, he nust ensure that our tech
research is properly secured fromtheft by our adversaries.
Research security is paranmount, whether it's been conducted
at a federally funded research and devel opnent center, or at
affiliated universities that work on behal f of the
depart nent.

M. Caggy is nonminated to be Assistant Secretary of
Def ense for Mssion Capabilities. [If confirnmed, he wll
| ead broad portfolio. His office would coordinate
experinentation canmpaigns to help integrate innovative
weapons into the joint force. Those efforts will help us
field new systens nore quickly. [|'d like to understand his
views on how the departnent can nore effectively bridge any
i nteroperability chall enges across di verse weapon syst ens.

And finally, the departnent cannot project power if it
does not have facilities to do so. M. Brendon Rogers has
been nom nated to serve as Assistant Secretary of the Navy
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for Energy, Installations and Environnent. |f confirned, he
woul d oversee Navy facilities as the departnent inplenents
crucial reforms, including the need to nmaintain a 4 percent
pl ant repl acenent value by 2030. Again, let nme say that if
confirmed, he would oversee Navy facilities as the
departnent inplenents crucial reforns, including the
statutory need to maintain a 4 percent plant replacenent

val ue by 2030.

I think ny ranking nmenber will enphasize that if it
needs to be, we nust invest in our facilities so that our
service nmenbers and defense civilians are not working,
living in decrepit conditions. So there's a reason that we
put that in our Senate passed legislation. The Navy is at a
pi votal point when it comes to both privatized housing as
wel | as unacconpani ed barracks. The departnent has begun
al l ocating the proper resources to these initiatives, but
the assistant secretary position nust hold contractors
accountabl e for privatized housing. At the sanme tinme, the
of fi ce hol der nust ensure safe and adequate unacconpani ed
housing. | look forward to hearing how M. Rogers intends
to tackl e these chall enges.

And with that, | turn to ny friend and col |l eague,

Ranki ng Menber Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHCDE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Thank you very nmuch M. Chairman and |
want to wel cone our witnesses to the hearing today.
Congratul ate you on your nom nations. | also wel conme your
famly and your friends who are here today to support you
and al so wel cone ny col |l eague, Senator MCorm ck. Thank you
for joining us.

And M. Berkowitz you are nom nated to be Assi stant
Secretary of Defense for Space Policy. This is a denandi ng
and strategically vital role responsible for overseas space
and m ssile defense policy, The Space Force and Space
Command. Both space and missile defense sit at the
forefront of our national security challenges, especially as
space becones increasingly a contested domain. Russia and
China continue to devel op and denonstrate counter space
capabilities that threaten U.S. and allied mlitary and
civilian systens.

This position is responsible for guiding policy to
ensure freedom of action in space, strengthening deterrence,
and guarantee that space-based assets effectively support
the joint force. |If confirnmed, you would al so oversee
policy for the President's Golden Done Initiative, an
anbitious effort to defend the honel and from advanced
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mssile and drone threats. | would |ike to hear your views
on deterring adversaries in space, your perspective on
coordi nati on between the Space Force and the Nati onal
Reconnai ssance O fice, and your assessnent of what can
realistically be achieved under CGol den Done, given its
scope, cost, and relationship to our nucl ear deterrent.

Dr. Jewell, you are nom nated to be Assistant Secretary
of Defense for Science and Technology. This is an inportant
role at the intersection of research, innovation, and joint
capabilities. |If confirnmed, you would oversee the
departnent's entire science and technol ogy portfolio from
defense | ab and reverse universities, to small busi ness
i nnovati on prograns, and energi ng technol ogi es such as
guant um bi ot echnol ogy, advanced nmaterials, and hypersoni cs.

This position is also essential to sustaining the
departnent's scientific and engi neeri ng workforce, the
peopl e who turn research into war w nning capabilities.
However, |'mconcerned that this adm nistration's workforce
reductions and proposed budget cuts threaten to holl ow out
our | abs, federally funded research and devel opnent centers,
and university affiliated research centers underm ni ng our
technol ogi cal edge. Dr. Jewell, | would like to know how
you woul d shape this position to protect the Departnent of
Sci ence and Technol ogy Enterprise, sustain its workforce,
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and defend our research base at | eading universities.

M. Caggy, you are nom nated to be the first Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Mssion Capabilities, a new and
consequential role created to better integrate technol ogy,
concepts, and systens to neet the demands of joint war
fighting. This position reflects the urgent need to nove
faster and nore coherently from concept to capability to
stay ahead of pacing threats. |If confirnmed as Assi stant
Secretary Defense for Mssion Capabilities, you would
devel op and support future war fighting concepts, close
capabi l ity gaps, strengthen engi neering authorities, and
drive engagenent across the joint force.

Thr ough m ssi on engi neering, prototyping, and
experinentation, your office can help shape the future of
joint operations. M. Caggy, | would Iike to know how you
intend to define this position, accelerate delivery of new
technol ogies to the war fighter, and expand m ssion
engi neering principles across the departnent.

Finally, M. Rogers, you are nom nated to be Assistant
Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installations and
Environnment. This position is responsible for the
managenment and oversight of all Navy and Marine Corps
installations worldwide. |If confirmed, you'll be chall enged
to inprove the departnent's energy resilience, mlitary
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construction, PFAS renediation, climte adaptation, and
environnmental stewardship. |In particular, you'll need to
ensure that both privatized housing and enlisted barracks
continue to receive rigorous oversight to mnimze the
problenms that mlitary famlies and mlitary personnel
experi ence.

And as energy demand grows, | would like to know how
you plan to expand the Navy's use of non-defense funded
mechani sns to i nprove energy resilience and reduce cause
across the force. Again, thank you to our nom nees. | |ook
forward to your testinonies. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed. Senator
McCormick is here to introduce M. Rogers. | think what
we'll dois we'll hear that introduction and then hear M.
Rogers' opening statenent. After that, Senator Banks w ||
i ntroduce Dr. Jewell and Senator MCormick will be excused
if he desires to. And then we'll hear Dr. Jewell, M.
Berkowitz, and M. Caggy.

So, Senator MCorm ck, we are delighted that you' ve
joined us today and we're interested in hearing your

I nt roducti on.
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STATEMENT OF HON. DAVI D MCCORM CK, U.S. SENATOR FROM
PENNSYLVANI A

Senator McCorm ck: Good norning, Chairnman W cker.
Thank you, Ranking Menber Reed, and distingui shed nenbers
and friends on this great commttee. |It's really an honor
to be here today to introduce ny friend Brendon Rogers, a
former Navy Seal, term Senior financial executive as the
Trunp admi nistration's nom nee as Assistant Secretary of the
Navy for Energy, Installations, and the Environnment.

Now, over the course of a three-decade distinguished
career, Brandon has denonstrated exceptional |eadership in
i nvest ment managenent, the investnent world, and al so as an
officer inthe United States Navy. He currently serves as
the Chief operating officer and partner at BDT and MSD
Partners, a prem er nerchant bank with over 60 billion in
assets under managenent. There, his | eadership has been
i nstrumental in integrating two firnms, BDT Capital Partners
and MsSD Partners into a unified enterprise driving
exceptional alignnment and inproving financial transparency.

He's really a visionary in data technol ogy and
organi zati onal design, and he's overseeing the firms
roll out of cutting-edge busi ness processes, all good
preparation for this inportant job. Throughout his career
as a chief operating officer and investnent portfolio
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11

manager, Brendon | ed operations inproved accountability,
process integration and cost efficiency, while always
supporting busi ness grow h.

Now, as relevant, before his tine in the private
sector, Brendon served 10 di stingui shed years as a Navy SEAL
officer rising to the rank of Lieutenant Comrander. His
mlitary record includes command roles in Europe, Africa,
and the Pacific | eading high inpact special operations and
international training mssions. He's a graduate of the
United States Naval Acadeny, Go Arny, and Harvard Busi ness
School. Brendon's career reflects a consistent pattern of
uniting teans, optimzing performance, and successfully
navi gati ng conpl ex organi zations. He'll have that
opportunity if confirmed in the Navy.

Hi s di stingui shed career nmakes hi m exceptionally
gqualified to represent the Trunp adm nistration as the
Assi stant Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installations
and the Environnment. And for that reason, | whol eheartedly
support his nomination and | encourage ny col | eagues and
friends on this comrittee to do the sane. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator MCorm ck. You're
wel cone to stay for the entire hearing if you'd |ike, or you
can depart at your own pl easure and reopen the governnment
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for us, whichever you desire.

Senat or

McCormick: Thank you. Thank you.

back on that governnent.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. M. Rogers,

st at enent ,

sir.

Thank you for being with us.
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www.TP.One

12

"Il get

your openi ng

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

STATEMENT OF MR. BRENDAN P. ROGERS TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY FOR ENERGY, | NSTALLATI ONS AND
ENVI RONVENT

M. Rogers: Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee, it's an honor to
appear before you as the nom nee for Assistant Secretary of
the Navy for Energy, Installations, and the Environnment.

I"'mgrateful to Senator McCorm ck for his generous
i ntroduction and to President Trunp for his trust and
confidence in ne. |1'd also like to thank Secretary Hegseth
and Secretary Phelan for focusing on the war fighting
culture during this cri crucial period. Three things bring
nme before you today in consideration for this nom nation.
My friends and famly, ny comnmtnent to our sailors and
mari nes, and appreciation for the threats we face.

My notivation begins with ny friends and fam |y whose
conbi ned support has shaped ny path. Mst inportantly, ny
wife Brigid, and ny four children, Mchala, Tiernan, Keely,

and Finn are with me today. | want our kids to inherit the

same freedons and opportunities that |'ve been blessed wth.

Those freedons are not guaranteed. They're secured by our
strength and sacrifices of those who serve. |'mcomitted
to supporting our Navy and Marine Corps war fighters and

their famlies in the pursuit of the m ssions so our nation

13
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14

remain strong and free for all Americans.

Second, I'minspired by our sailors and mari nes who
face demands every day. M grandfather graduated fromthe
Naval Acadeny in 1932 and served as a career surface warfare
officer. M father graduated fromthe Naval Acadeny in
1957, spent 30 years as a marine helicopter pilot. |
followed their path, graduating fromthe Naval Acadeny in
1990 and serving 10 years in Naval Special Warfare.

The Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy,

I nstal l ati ons and Environnent oversees a portfolio critical
to how our war fighters live, train, and operate. |If
confirmed, | wll tackle these responsibilities with urgency
and resol ve, focused on delivering reliable infrastructure,
safe housing, resilient energy and water systens, and
continued access to realistic training environments. Qur
nati on asks a great deal of our war fighters and their
famlies, and we nust nmatch that w th unwavering support.

Third, | feel a strong call to service, especially in
these uncertain tinmes. 1've watched with grow ng concern
i ndi cators of a broader conflict energing, escalating
espi onage, gl obal conpetition for resources, attenpts to
restrict freedom of navigation, and divergent views of a
world order. W are seeing intrusions on our hone soil wth
i ncreasi ng frequency, a sustained cyber assault on our
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i nfrastructure and frequent drone incursions over our
mlitary facilities. These are not abstract incidences or
di stant occurrences. They're real and present threats. Qur
national |eadership is responding and | feel obligated to
join that effort.

Thr oughout ny career, |'ve been privileged to work both
in and out of uniform |In the SEAL teans, | operated across
the globe in various chall enging environnents; sea, air,
| and, and subsurface al ongsi de joint service nmenbers and our
international allies. These experiences gave ne deep
respect for the operational excellence and the need to be
ready for any challenge. M ssion readiness not only
underpin strategic success, it is also a responsibility owed
to our war fighters and their famli es.

In the private sector, | cut through conplexity to nake
i nvest ment and operational decisions while managi ng diverse
st akehol ders. 10 years as an investor taught nme how to
uncover operational and financial truths of a business,
reveal ing overly optimstic narratives that are often
presented. 10 nore years serving as a chief operating
of ficer taught nme to | ead across disciplines with distinct
cultures and priorities and align them around comon goal s
and di scipline trade-offs.

In both roles, |I learned that m ssion success depends
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on cl ear and consi stent conmuni cation, as well as robust
accountability and experience-based ri sk managenent,
principles that guide ny | eadership today. M finance
career instilled in me a deep respect for fiduciary
responsibility, a principle that gui des the decisions nade
on behal f of our clients. |If confirmed, I will bring the
same commtnent to nmanagi ng the substantial assets and
budgets of the Navy energy, installations, and environnent
portfolio.

Smart stewardshi p demands i nnovation, fresh thinking
and cost discipline. |If confirmed, | will enphasize
readi ness, innovation, open comuni cation, and inportantly,
accountability. Mich has been acconplished, but nore is
required to neet the significant challenges ahead. | wll
draw on my experience in uniformand in business, and work
in close partnership with this conmttee, Congress within
t he Departnent of War, and with additional stakehol ders
across government, industry, and our communiti es.

Toget her we will strengthen the foundation on which our
sailors and marines live, train, and fight, ensuring the
Navy and the Marine Corps renmains a globally present,
forward depl oyed force, ready to project strength, and
secure our national interests. Thank you, and | | ook
forward to your questions.
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[ The prepared statenment of M. Rogers follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman W cker:

Thank you very,

very much

Senat or Banks, are you prepared to introduce Dr.

Senat or Banks:

Chai rman W cker:

Yes, sir.

Go ahead.

Scheduling@TP.One
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STATEMENT OF HON. JI M BANKS, U.S. SENATOR FROM | NDI ANA

Senat or Banks: Good norning. Thank you, M. Chairman,
for allowing nme to introduce a fell ow Hoosier for today's
heari ng.

"' m proud that President Trunp has nom nated Dr. Joe
Jewel |l to be the Assistant Secretary of War for Science and
Technol ogy. The threat of China overtaking us in mlitary
t echnol ogy has never been greater, and we need | eaders |ike
Dr. Jewell to help get us back on track.

Dr. Joseph Jewell is a professor at Purdue University
in ny hone state of Indiana, focusing on hypersonics. At
Purdue, he | eads the Hypersonic Mdck six Quiet Tunnel
Research Group and the Wnd tunnel at the Purdue Applied
Research Institute. Purdue's partnership with Naval Surface
Warfare Center Crane has hel ped nake Purdue a nati onal
| eader in hypersonic research and devel opnent. Dr. Jewell
has al so authored nore than 150 published research papers in
aer ospace engi neering and hypersonics, and his research has
led to patents that advance our hypersonic capabilities.

Dr. Jewell received his PhD from Caltech and his
master's degree from Oxford where he was a Rhodes Schol ar.
He has served as a subject matter expert on both classified
and uncl assifi ed hypersonic prograns, worked at the Ar
Force Research Laboratory, and serves on the defense science
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study group. Wth Dr. Jewell joining what is already an
out st andi ng research and engi neering team | ed by Under
Secretary Emi| Mchael, | know that Anerica will neet the
gravity of this noment. Dr. Jewell could not be nore
gqualified for this role and position. He will nake an
out st andi ng Assi stant Secretary of War for Science and
Technol ogy.

M. Chairman, | strongly recomrend that we continue our
work on this conmttee that we've already acconplished this
year by quickly sending Dr. Jewell's nom nation to the
floor. W need himat the Pentagon, ASAP. Thank you. |
yi el d back.

Chai rman Wcker: Well done. Thank you, Senator Banks.

20

Now, Dr. Jewell, we'll be delighted to receive your opening
st at enent.
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STATEMENT OF DR. JOSEPH S. JEWELL, TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SClI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Dr. Jewell: Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di stingui shed nenbers of the committee, it's a profound
honor to appear before you today as the President's noni nee
for Assistant Secretary of War for Science and Technol ogy.
|"'m deeply grateful to President Trunp and Secretary Hegseth
for their confidence in nomnating ne to this critical role,
and | thank the commttee for the opportunity to speak with
you today and earn your trust.

| also want to express ny gratitude to ny famly who
have nade the trip out fromIndiana and M chigan to be here,
especially ny wife Katie, and our three sons, Richard
Theodore, and Elliott Jewell, 10, 8 and 5 years old
respectively, and God's sweetest blessings in our lives. M
not her and sister, Suzanne and Elizabeth Jewell, and ny aunt
and uncle Barb and Tal Day.

| have in mnd today also those in ny famly who have
served our country, stretching back to the Revol utionary \War
in which ny eight and seven tinmes great-grandfathers via ny
dad, Steve and grandnot her Kay Jewel, Colonel Daniel and his
son, Lieutenant Elijah Plinpton nustered as part of the
Massachusetts mlitia down to nmy four tinmes great-
grandfather, Enory Plinpton, who during the Cvil War was
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captain of Conpany M of the 4th M chigan Vol unteer Cavalry
Regi ment. The conpany recruited prinmarily fromBerrien
County in southwest M chigan, where 120 years later | was
born and rai sed.

The nost significant formative influences in ny life
came in that corner of M chigan fromny grandparents, three
of whom served during Wrld War 1, Chief Petty Oficer
Charles Jewell, U S. Navy, and First Lieutenant Richard
Kranmer, U S. Arny, who were in the Pacific Theater, and ny
grandnot her, Dorothy Fi edler Kraner, who was in the U S.
Public Health Services Cadet Nurse Corps.

While | have not had the privilege of serving in
uniformas they did, their exanple of service to famly and
country resonates strongly with ne. Throughout ny career in
academ c work at M chigan, Oxford, and Caltech as a research
scientist at the Air Force Research Laboratory, and now as a
prof essor at Purdue University, |'ve been privileged to work
at the intersection of advanced sci ence and nati onal
def ense.

My research has focused on hypersonic
aer ot hernmodynam cs, flight test data analysis, and the
devel opment and operation of uniquely capabl e hypersonic
wi nd tunnel facilities, areas that are not only technically
demandi ng, but also strategically vital to our nationa
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security. As an active aerospace researcher and educator,
have sent numerous graduates into inpactful science and
engi neering roles in national security in the DON nati onal
| abs and i ndustry, and have executed hypersonic test
progranms for the Arny, Navy, and Air Force.

If confirmed, | will bring to this role a deep
comritnent to ensuring that the United States regai ns and
mai ntains its technol ogi cal superiority over our
adversaries. W are in an era of renewed great power
conpetition where nations, including the People's Republic
of China, are investing heavily in disruptive technol ogi es
to challenge our mlitary advantage. The Departnent of War

nmust respond with urgency, clarity, and resol ve.

Presi dent Trunp, Secretary Hegseth, and Under Secretary

M chael have nade clear that peace through strength is the
cornerstone of American security. That strength nust be
under pi nned by a robust and agile science and t echnol ogy
enterprise. |If confirnmed as Assistant secretary, | wll
prioritize the acceleration of basic and applied research

with rel evance for defense needs in areas |ike hypersonics

directed energy, and artificial intelligence, while ensuring

that our investnents are aligned with war fighter needs and
nati onal strategic objectives.

| believe that innovation is not just about discovery,
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it is about delivery. W nust shorten the tineline from
| aboratory breakthroughs to battlefield capabilities. That
neans effectively | everaging the best of American academ a,
fostering public-private partnerships, and enmpoweri ng our
defense | aboratories to operate with greater flexibility and
speed. It also neans hol di ng oursel ves accountabl e for
results and ensuring that taxpayer dollars are spent w sely
and to maxi mum effect.

Furthernore, as | see every day as an aerospace
engi neering professor in ny |laboratory and cl assroom
Anerica's technol ogi cal edge depends on our ability to
cultivate and retain the world s best scientists, engineers,
and technol ogists. |If confirnmed, | will work to support
STEM educati on opportunities |ike the ones | received at
Lakeshore Public Schools back in Stevensville, M chigan,
enpower early career researchers, and create new pat hways
for talent to enter the defense innovation ecosystem W
must inspire the next generation to serve not only in
uniform but also in the | aboratories and i ndustries that
power our defense enterprise.

Finally, I want to enphasize the inportance of
col l aboration. The challenges we face are too conplex for
any one institution to solve alone. |If confirmed, | wll
work closely with our mlitary services, conbatant conmands,

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

allies and partners in academ a and i ndustry to ensure that
our science and technology strategy is unified, coherent,
and m ssion driven.

In closing, |I'mhunbled by the opportunity to serve,
believe deeply in the m ssion of the Departnent of War and
in the power of American innovation to preserve peace,
protect freedom and secure our future. |If confirned, I
| ook forward to working with this conmttee and with all
st akehol ders to ensure that the nation that nmy three young
sons, Richard, Theodore, and Elliott, soneday inherit, is
the gl obal |eader in defense science and technol ogy.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | welcone
your questi ons.

[ The prepared statenment of Dr. Jewell follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chairman Wcker: Are those R chard, Theodore, and
Elliot right behind you?

Dr. Jewell: They are, Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: Mghty fine |ooking young fell ows.
Did you say the Massachusetts MIlitia during the
Revol uti onary War?

Dr. Jewell: Yes, that's right.

Chai rman Wcker: And not the continental Arny?

Dr. Jewell: The Massachusetts mlitia as close as |
can tell.

Chairman Wcker: Geat. That's quite a geneal ogy
there. Thank you very nuch for --

Senator King: And his and his ancestors were on the
union side in the Cvil War, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Absolutely. Well, | certainly am
delighted to be a part of that greatest union that the world
has ever seen.

M. Berkow tz, your testinony.
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STATEMENT OF MR- MARC J. BERKOW TZ, TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SPACE POLI CY

M. Berkowitz: Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed,

di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee, it's an honor to
appear before you as the President's nom nee for the
position of Assistant Secretary of War for Space policy.
|"mgrateful to President Trunp for nominating nme for this
i nportant position. In addition, I'd like to thank this
comrittee for its role in the legislation which elevated it
to a Senate confirmed position and for considering ny
nomi nat i on.

Pl ease | et me express ny deep appreciation for nmy wfe,
Mary, ny children, Melissa, Margaret, Maria, and M chael and
son-in-law Scott, as well as ny parents, sisters, extended
famly and friends for their | ove and support. M chael
recently passed away and was very proud about this
opportunity for nme to return to the federal governnent. Qur
famly has a history of public service, including ny
pat ernal grandfather serving under General Pershing during
t he Mexi can expedition, both of ny grandfathers seeing
conmbat in the Arny during World War |, my uncle's service in
the Army during the Second World War, and subsequently at
Los Alanps, and ny father's service in the Navy during the
Korean conflict.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

It has al so been nmy good fortune to have been gui ded by
wi se nentors and thoughtful colleagues. | especially
appreciate the inspiration, opportunities, and counsel
provided by Dr. Colin Gay, General Tom Moornan, and M.
Pete Aldridge. | believe ny prior experience in both the
public and private sectors have uniquely prepared nme for the
responsibilities of the office for which |I've been nom nated
and if confirmed, working with this comrittee to protect and
advance U.S. national interests.

Over the course of ny 45-year career, |'ve served in
directly relevant and increasingly responsible positions in
t he federal government and industry. |In particular, |
served fromthe end of the Cold War to the d obal War on
Terror, as the executive in the office of the Secretary of
Def ense, responsible for the analysis, formulation,
coordi nati on, and oversight of the inplenentation of United
St ates and Departnent of Defense Space policies.

After departing federal service, | was an executive at
a | eadi ng aerospace and defense corporation where | was
responsi ble for strategy, strategic planning, and systens
engi neering and architecture analysis. | also served as a
speci al governnent enpl oyee, senior advisor and consultant
to both the defense departnment and the intelligence
comruni ty.
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America has | everaged its position as the preem nent
space fearing nation to advance our national interests,
especially our prosperity and security. |ndeed, space
capabilities enable our arnmed forces to deter aggression,
proj ect power, and defend the honeland in U S. interests.
Uni npeded access and use of space is a vital national
interest. As this commttee is aware, the threat
environment is extraordinarily conplex and perilous. CQur
rivals, nost notably China, have fielded and operate a
vari ety of space, counter space and mssile capabilities to
undermi ne our historic advantages in space contest, our
freedom of action jeopardize our mlitary forces and
operations and hold the U S. honel and at ri sk.

In this regard, | want to conmend the President for
providing the historic | eadership to create the U S. Space
Force, reestablish U S. space command and initiate the
CGol den Donme for Anerica to establish a conprehensive
honmel and mi ssile defense. During their confirnmation
heari ngs, Secretary Hegseth, Deputy Secretary Feinberg, and
Under Secretary Col by outlined the President's nationa
security goals and the departnent's key objectives. These
i ncl uded reestablishing a warrior ethos, rebuilding the
mlitary, restoring deterrence, and achi eving peace through
strength. | strongly support those goals and objectives.
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In his first annual address to Congress, George
Washi ngton said that to be prepared for war is one of the
nost effectual neans of preserving peace. The Assistant
Secretary of War for Space policy is responsible for policy
gui dance and oversi ght of the departnment's conduct of space
and m ssile defense activities. |If confirmed, | | ook
forward to working with this commttee and doi ng everything
in ny power to assure that U. S. space and m ssil e defense
forces are prepared to defend the honel and and prevail in
conflict to deter aggression and preserve peace through
strengt h.

M. Chairman and nenbers of the commttee, thank you
for your time and attention. | |ook forward to your
guesti ons.

[ The prepared statement of M. Berkowitz follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chairman Wcker: Well said, M. Berkow tz.

your opening statenent.
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STATEMENT OF MR. JAMES R CAGGY, TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF THE DEFENSE FOR M SSI ON CAPABI LI TI ES

M. Caggy: Chairman W cker, Ranking Menber Reed, and
di stingui shed nenbers of the commttee, thank you for the
opportunity to appear before you today. |'mhonored to be
the President's nom nee for Assistant Secretary of War for
M ssion Capabilities, and |'m deeply grateful for the
confidence President Trunp and Secretary Hegseth have pl aced
in ne.

This is a hunbling noment and | appreciate your
consideration of ny nomnation. | want to thank nmy famly
for being here today, particularly ny son, Al exander,
Reverend John Kelly, and Tish Kelly. | also want to
recogni ze ny many battl e buddies and friends who honor ne
with their presence, many who | first net in conbat or
crisis responses around the world.

| have spent ny career at the intersection of
technol ogy and national defense. | served for over a decade
as U S Arny Infantry Oficer, including conbat depl oynents
i n Afghani stan and the Mddle East. And those experiences
i npressed upon ne the inportance of giving our war fighters
every possi bl e advantage. After ny mlitary service, ny
hel d executive | eadership roles in the technol ogy sector,
delivering cloud conputing, advanced anal ytics, and
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artificial intelligence capabilities to war fighters. Most
recently, | served as a technical advisor in the offices of
Secretary of War Strategic Capabilities office, where |
focused on rapidly prototyping new capabilities for the
joint force. This blend of frontline mlitary experience
and technol ogy | eadership over two decades has ne excited
for the opportunity to lead the M ssion Capabilities office.

W are at a pivotal nonent. The United States faces
t he nost conpl ex and chal | engi ng security environnment since
Wrld War Il1. Advanced technol ogi es are energi ng at
breakneck pace, and our conpetitors, especially the Peoples
Republic of China, are investing aggressively to outpace us.
As a soldier in conbat, | learned firsthand that having
superior capabilities can be a matter of life or death for
the troops on the ground. As a technologist, | see how
cutting-edge i nnovations such as artificial intelligence,

di rected energy weapons, hypersonics, and advanced space
systens can transformour mlitary if we can get those
i nnovations out of the lab and into the field quickly.

It's about ensuring we can develop, test, and field the
tools to our war fighters faster and nore effectively than
our adversaries. |If confirnmed, | will focus on three
priorities: first, accelerating prototyping, and delivering
new capabilities to our war fighters at speed. W nust
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shorten the cycle fromidea to inpact. Success in this area
means we won't just innovate in a lab, we will get
technology into the field where it can make a difference for
the nen and wonen on the front lines. | will push the
departnent to renove bureaucratic roadbl ocks that slow down,
transitioning proven technologies to the joint force so that
war fighters receive state-of-the-art capabilities on
timelines neasured in nonths, not years.

Second, we nust inprove our devel opnent pipelines and
test infrastructure to drive innovation at scale. |It's not
enough to invent or procure a single new gadget. W need to
continually transition good ideas into fielded capabilities.
| intend to work with the services and conbatant commands to
i ncrease the nunber of joint prototyping and experinentation
activities over the next year, so we identify and fix
probl enms early and get capabilities in the war fighter's
hands faster.

The netric | care about is speed with credibility. How
gui ckly we can prove that a technology works and field it at
scale. If confirmed, |I'll insist we neasure and shorten
both tinmelines without conprom sing safety or effectiveness.

Finally, we nust strengthen the war departnent's
partnership with the enmergi ng defense tech sector. Startups

have transformative ideas, but get stuck in our processes.
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W need to be a better partner. W nust be clear, fast, and
predi ctable, so a prom sing technol ogy becones a funded
pilot in nonths, not years.

In closing, I amnotivated above all by the obligation
we have to the nmen and wonen who serve in uniform W ask
our war fighters to deter aggression and if necessary, fight
and win our nation's wars. So we nust ensure they have
every advantage we can give them This is what the m ssion
capabilities office is all about: naking sure that when our
troops go into harms way, they are the best equi pped and

best prepared fighting force on the planet.

If confirmed, | will work tirelessly to maintain
America's technol ogi cal edge. |'m hunbled by the prospect
of returning to public service, and I'I|l approach the job

with a mssion first bureaucracy |ast mndset every single
day.

Chai rman W cker, Ranki ng Menber Reed, nenbers of the
comrittee, thanks again for considering ny nomnation, and |
| ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of M. Caggy follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman Wcker: Well, thank you M. Caggy, and thank
you all.

It's now appropriate for ne to ask a series of standard
guestions this conmmittee poses to all civilian nom nees, and
| just ask you to answer all sinmultaneously with a yes or a
no, and that will be the sinplest way to get through these
guesti ons.

Have you adhered to applicable |aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Have you assunmed any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outcone of the
confirmati on process?

[ Wtnesses answer in the negative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Exercising our |legislative and
oversi ght responsibilities nakes it inportant that this
comrittee, its subcommttees, and other appropriate
comrittees of Congress, receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe executive
branch on a tinely basis. Do you agree, if confirnmed, to
appear and testify before this commttee when requested?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative. ]

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic comunications in a tinmely manner
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when requested by this conmttee, its subcomm ttees or other
appropriate conmttees of Congress, and to consult with the
requester regarding the basis for any good faith del ays or
denial in providing such records?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: WII you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this comrittee for
t he production of reports, records, and other informtion,
including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: WII| you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative.]

Chairman Wcker: WIIl those witnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative. ]

Chai rman Wcker: And a quick yes or no. Do you commit
to foll owi ng Congress's recomrended spendi ng recomendati ons
in the Defense Reconciliation Bill unequivocally?

[Wtnesses answer in the affirmative. ]

Chairman Wcker: Al right. Thank you very, very

much. And now we'll nove into a series of questions. Five
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m nut es per nenber.

So, M. Caggy, have you read the FORGED Act, nuch of
which is in the NDAA reported by the Senate?

M. Caggy: Senator, yes, | have.

Chai rman Wcker: And then you understand that it seeks
to make it easier to do business with the governnent using
comrerci al procedures to attract new conpanies to the
defense industrial base. How would you encourage these new
conpani es and also facilitate putting their own path to
| ar ger production contracts?

M. Caggy: Chairman Wcker, the FORGED Act is in ny
mnd an inportant refornmation for how we acquire new
t echnol ogy, how we engage with comrercial industry how we
encour age sone of our nore innovative conmercial conpanies
to engage with the departnent. You know, certainly in the
| ast decade or two, we've had fits and starts with working
with the nost innovative conpanies to bring their
technol ogies to the departnment, harden them ruggedi ze t hem
prepare themfor war fighter activity in conbat.

So, certainly, you know, |I'mfully supportive of what
has been outlined in the FORGED Act.

Chairman Wcker: | think we need to bring themin and
then we need to help them understand as they are nore
flexible to get bigger and nore capabl e of the huge job.
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M. Rogers, let nme ask you about sonmething | nmentioned
in ny opening statenent. W placed in the 2025 NDAA a
provi sion that would require the departnent to budget the
comrercial industry standard m ni mrum of 4 percent plant
repl acenent by the year 2030. WIIl you ensure that this | aw
is enforced and will you commt to this comrittee to report
to Congress if there are those in the departnment that are
knowi ngly not follow ng the | aw?

M. Rogers: M. Chairman, absolutely we'll followthe
law. Inportantly, the installations that we have are the
base in which we power project globally and the investnent
in that is absolutely critical. So certainly, support and
appreci ate the support that Congress has been giving on this
i nportant factor. |If confirmed, we'll conmt to continuing
to invest in our installations so that they are ready,

reliable, and resilient, and follow the | aw.

Chairman Wcker: It's just easy to take noney in a
tight time away fromthat and say, well, we'll just do it
later. W want that to stop. That's the reason. Not only

do does the Congress put the noney there, but we placed it
in the statute. W want it done, and we want to nake to
make sure that we've got your back when you do spend that 4
per cent.

Now Dr. Jewell, the Departnent of Defense Laboratory in
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infrastructure has been identified for over a decade as

agi ng, unsafe, and inefficient. GAO says nore than 60
percent of DOD | aboratory facilities are over 40 years ol d.
So, Dr. Jewell, if confirm what specific steps will you
take to address this chronic underinvestnent and poor
execution?

Dr. Jewell: Chairman Wcker, during nmy five and a half
years at the Air Force Research Laboratory, it's fair to say
that we had exquisite, in ny case, wind tunnels, hypersonic
wi nd tunnel s surrounded by buil dings that were often
literally crunbling old buildings. So we had new technol ogy
and old buildings. In nmy |aboratory at Purdue University,
we have issues sonetinmes with HVAC causing i ssues with our
el ectroni cs.

So you really need a safe and secure and
environmental ly controlled | aboratory area in which to do
fundanmental research and applied research. So if confirned,
| would make it a priority to get out into the field and
visit the Defense Laboratories for which I would be
responsi bl e and advocate for any necessary resources that
they m ght need to give these researchers and their
facilities the infrastructure that they really deserve to
sustain their work.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much.
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Senat or Reed, you are recogni zed.

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very much, M. Chairman.
M. Berkowitz, you stated and published essays that the
under secretary of the Air Force should al so serve as the
director of the National Reconnai ssance O fice. Can you
explain your rationale why you believe that the under
secretary should al so be the director of NRO?

M. Berkowitz: Thank you for that question, Senator or
Ranki ng Menber Reed. That's not exactly correct. |'ve
witten recently about intentionally thought provoking
pi eces, if you would, to consider options for inproving the
efficiency of the departnent's space activities. |
appreciated the tinme that we spent discussing this in your
office. And what |1'd note is that throughout nmuch of the
hi story of the National Security Space Program either the
secretary, under secretary, or Assistant Secretary for
Space, and the Departnent of the Air Force was dual hatted
as the director of the NRO

And for nmuch of that tinme both the Defense and Nati onal
Reconnai ssance Prograns were run very efficiently and
effectively. And so if that is an option that's worth
considering, | would support it if it was appropriate.

Senator Reed: Thank you. Dr. Jewell, you pointed out
how we are in a technol ogical race with China particularly
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and | think we're sort of putting one hand behind or tying
one hand up by cutting dramatically research in our
universities, CDC, and NIH Biological warfare is something
that is not a historic fact now. So how can you hel p
reverse this trend of undercutting our civilian, as well as
our mlitary research organi zati ons?

Dr. Jewell: Ranking Menber Reed, as an acadenic
researcher nyself and i ndeed one whose research portfolio
depends nostly on departnent grants and contracts, or those
given by industrial concerns that are ultinmately funded by
the Departnment of War, this is an issue that's near and dear
to ny heart. And within the purview of the position for
which I"'mnomnated | amto oversee the defense 6.1 through
6.3, that is the basic research and the first coupl e of
| evel s of applied research portfolios.

| think strong continued investnent in those early
stages of research and devel opnent is critical. That's the
seed corn that feeds later innovations that can be applied
to benefit for the war fighter. So, if confirnmed, |l
certainly take a hard | ook at resourcing levels and will not
hesitate to advocate for the resources that are needed both
wi thin the departnent and through external coll aborators
such as academ a.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch.
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M. Caggy, you're going to be the first in this
position, and can you give us a sense of what you perceive
as the current limtations in the Departnent of Defense for
devel opi ng capabilities, operational assessnments, and then
maki ng the trade off so that we can get in the hands of the
war fighter the equipnment they need?

M. Caggy: Ranking Menber Reed, we have incredible
i nnovators inside of the departnent today, both civilian
uni form services and of course, our industrial base supports
t he departnment every day in devel opi ng new technol ogi es,
testing and prototyping, and getting out the field. You
know, that being said, we often hinder ourselves with our
own bureaucracy with you know, overly burdensone rul es and
regul ati ons that prevent us from doi ng experinenting and
prototype at a nore rapid clip.

It's incredibly inportant that, you know, the M ssion
Capabilities office works and partners with the services,
with | aboratories both in the services and of course, DARPA
and wor ks al ongsi de the conbatant commands to ensure that we
can prototype, task, experinent, get validated, warfighter
f eedback back to our industry partners, such that we can
devel op these capabilities at a nuch, nuch faster rate than
we are doi ng today, and, of course, ensure that we have a
successful transition to the services.
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Senator Reed: Thank you. M. Rogers any doubt about
your capability was renmoved when a West Point graduate
recommended you, so | just want to make that clear. You' ve
served with distinction in the seals. You know the
i nportance of housing for the quality of |ife of service
menbers, recruitnent, retention. And one of the big focuses
of your efforts, | hope, is going to be ensuring the high
guality of both fam |y housing and barracks and your
assurance woul d be appreci at ed.

M. Rogers: Regular Menber Reed, it's absolutely
critical, and it is our responsibility to provide clean,
confortabl e, and safe housing for both our famlies and for
our unacconpani ed nmeani ng the barracks. This is absolutely
critical. It is both a readiness and a retention i ssue, and
it is at the core of our ability to fight. And so if
confirmed, you absolutely have ny commtnent to focus on
this area, given the inpact that it has on our sailors and
our Marines globally.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Reed, | think you're trying
to point out that M. Rogers has a lot to live up to based
on his reconmmendati ons.

Senat or Reed: Absolutely.
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Chairman Wcker: Senator Fisher.

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank
you gentl enen, and thanks to your famlies for your
willingness to step forward and serve this country.

M. Berkowitz, in your opening renmarks, you stated that
the threat environnment is, "Extraordinarily conplex and
perilous.” You' ve been working in and around space policy
for nost of your career. |In this setting, can you share how
t he space donmain has evolved in recent years, and what do
you see as the nost significant chall enges that you would
address if you are confirnmed?

M. Berkowitz: Thank you for that opportunity to
di scuss one of the reasons why | have agreed to cone out of
retirement to seek this position. Rivals view space as a
war fighting domain and have taken steps to weaponize it.
For exanple, China has fielded and operates a variety of
space, counter space, and missile capabilities that can
contest our freedom of action, jeopardize our forces and
operations, and hold the honeland at ri sk.

The threat is dramatically different than it was during
the Cold War. Consequently, if confirmed, ny priorities
woul d be to ensure that we have all of the capabilities
required to sustain U S. dom nance in space activities and
protect and advance our national interests. The chall enges
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that | would expect to confront if confirnmed are really
twofold. The first is addressing the national security
policy issues required to enable us to deal effectively and
urgently with the pace, scope, and conplexity of space and
mssile threats.

And the second is the broader national policy issues to
sustain United States position as the world' s |eader in
space exploration and use.

Senator Fischer: Thank you very rmuch. Mich of the
time when we tal k about the space domain, it can only be
di scussed in a classified setting, and | think it's
i mportant for this conmmttee and also for the public as a
whol e to be able to hear sone of the perspectives in an
uncl assified environnment. So thank you for that.

Dr. Jewell, space technol ogi es are one of the
departnent's critical technology areas identified by the
under secretary of defense for research and engineering. |If
confirmed, how do you see your role in ensuring the mlitary
has what it needs to face those threats?

Dr. Jewell: Thank you, Senator. And | share your
belief in the inportance of the space based | ayer for both
sensing and ot her applications in our national defense. |
think in particular with the genesis of the Gol den Done for
America, we're going to rely on sonme of those space-based
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| ayers as well as ground-based | ayers in order to execute
t he sensing and custody that we need prior to addressing in
a kinetic fashion any threats that may face the honel and.

If confirmed, | intend to support research into space
technol ogy, and | think one of the nost critical areas of
research will be that sensor |ayer, and i ndeed how we can
build that sensor layer in a way that's resilient, such that
even in a threat rich environnent, we can still rely upon
our space-based technology in order to naintain custody of
t hose threats.

Senator Fischer: Thank you very much.

M. Berkow tz, an underappreciated, but a very vita
conponent of the Golden Donme will be inproving our ability
to detect and track potential threats, as Dr. Jewell said,
that's sensing |layer. \Whatever conbination of interceptors
we depl oy or develop, they will need to all rely on an
upgr aded sensor architecture. |If confirmed, howw Il you
work with General Guetlein with SpaceCom w th Northcom and
the services to ensure that we are procuring and integrating
the right m x of space-based sensors into this |arger
architecture that we have?

M. Berkowitz: Thank you for the question, Senator.

If confirmed, | would expect to work very closely and
coll aboratively with General Guetlein and all of the
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departnent's conponents involved in the Gol den Done for
America programnot only on sensors which are a critical
aspect of it, as well as potentially space-based

i nterceptors, but also on the battle managenent comand and
control and conmuni cations capabilities that are essenti al
to network, all of the systens that will conprise the

Honel and M ssi |l e Def ense.

In that regard, the fusion capabilities and the sense
maki ng capabilities are going to be essential for ensuring
that we actually can engage in defeat any threats.

Senator Fischer: Thank you very much. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Fisher. Senator
Shaheen.

Senat or Shaheen: Good norning. Congratulations to
each of our nom nees, and |let ne echo Senator Fisher in
t hanking you all and all your famlies for your wllingness
to continue to serve this country.

M. Rogers, the Portsnmouth Naval Shipyard is in the
m ddl e of critical upgrades as part of the Shipyard
Optim zation Program M/ state of New Hanpshire shares the
shipyard with Senator King -- | have to point that out, or
he gets upset. But the address is Portsnouth, New
Hanpshire. | would just point that out.
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Chairman Wcker: There'll be order.

[ Laught er]

Senat or Shaheen: (Qobviously still an issue, except that
we are all very proud of the Portsnmouth Naval Shipyard, and
this project is a generational project to nodernize the
nation's public shipyards to neet the grow ng demand for
submari ne mai ntenance. Now, by 2030, Portsnmouth expects to
be abl e to doubl e the nunber of submarines that are
under goi ng nmai ntenance at a tinme. And that requires not
just that nmintenance for the subnmarines, but it requires
installation resources to support the subnarine crews that
serve on board these vessels along with their famlies.

And M. Rogers, you probably already know this, |
| earned it recently that public shipyards are not classified
as home ports when it cones to support services for the nmen
and wonen serving on them And while the other three public
shi pyards are co-located with installations that are hone
ports, that's not the case in Portsnmouth. And as we | ook at
the challenges right now at its current size providing
housi ng and support services can be chall engi ng.

So if we're tal king about doubling the nunber of ships
that are being served that's going to require additional
support for those crews, for their famlies, for
particularly housing. So can you talk a little bit about
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how you envi sion ensuring that we address this issue for our
publ i ¢ shi pyards?

M. Rogers: Senator Shaheen, the SIOP programis
foundational to the defense of the country not just at
Port snout h, but across our other public shipyards. And so
certainly if confirnmed, we'll continue to support that
program as we nove forward. You nentioned housing, and |ike
| said, the responsibility that we have is to the crews, to
their famlies to provide that.

If confirmed, | will certainly look into that. As |
sit here today, | don't know all the details specific to
Portsnouth in ternms of their requirenents, but we'll
certainly look into that because the requirenment is that we
support these famlies, and if we're going to increase the
nunber of submarines, which is inportant through the
shi pyard, we need to al so support the famlies.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, thank you. | appreciate that.
W1l you conme up and visit the Portsnmouth Naval Shipyard? |
know t hat Senator King and | would be happy to work with the
shi pyard conmander to host you in that kind of a visit.

M. Rogers: Senator Shaheen and Senator King, if

confirmed, | would absolutely cone and visit you.
Senat or Shaheen: Geat. W wll take you up on that.
Thank you.
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M. Caggy, you tal ked in your opening remarks about
wanting to strengthen the ties between the departnent and
tech conpanies. How do you propose to do that?

M. Caggy: Senator, so, one of the things |I've
observed over the last few years is that the vast mgjority
of Anerican conpani es want to serve our nation. They want
to devel op and deliver capabilities to our war fighters.
Sonetinmes they don't always understand froma threat and
form perspective what our key operational problens are. And
so sonetines they go down one devel opnent path and buil di ng
a product or capability that is exactly what we need. And,
occasional ly these products and capabilities are not exactly
solving the problemthat we had before us in the joint
force.

If confirmed, ny intent is just to strengthen our
rel ati onships with you know, not just tech conpani es, but
really just Anerican industry and conpani es overall to make
sure that they' re aware of what our key operational problens
are, what the joint force needs today, that we're providing
thema threat informed picture of what we are currently
dealing with out in the operating environnment and what we
may be dealing with in the next few years.

Senat or Shaheen: Well, one of the prograns that's been
very successful in pronoting innovation has been the Small
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Busi ness | nnovati on Research Program which encourages snall
busi nesses. They work directly with -- Dr. Jewell's

noddi ng, because |'m sure you' ve seen that. So | hope that
you will take a |ook at that and encourage reauthorization
of that program because it's about to expire, and we need to
make sure that it continues to provide the innovation that
our mlitary needs. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Shaheen, |'mthinking about
going up and visiting that shipyard. Which state would have
the better hotel roons if | make that visit?

Senat or Shaheen: O course, it would be New Hanpshire,
because it's located, its address is Portsnouth, New
Hanpshi re?

Chairman Wcker: | do. | thank you for that input.
Senat or Rounds.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentlenen,
first of all, let me thank you for your offer of continuing
to serve our nation and to your famlies. As well as ny
col | eagues have indicated, it nmeans not only are we asking
you for this, but we also recognize that it places a
chall enge to your famlies as well, and we thank you for
maki ng that offer.

As a nunber of you have discussed with nme when we net

earlier -- and | think | met with all of you except M.

52
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Rogers, and | look forward to having that opportunity in the
future -- but we've discussed, and | think you' re aware of
the fact that I'mgoing to be asking specifically with
regard to the managenent of the el ectromagnetic spectrum

There have been attenpts in the past, and we suspect
that there will be attenpts in the future, to force the
departnent to vacate or share in a suboptinmal manner, the
3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz and the 7.4 to 8.4 gigahertz band of
spectrum And it would have real negative consequences for
our war fighting capabilities, including honeland defense
m ssions |ike Golden Done and force protection for our
t roops overseas.

M. Caggy, if confirnmed, will you advocate for and
defend the departnent's war fighting systens that operate on
or use those bans of the spectrum including the radars that
wi |l make President Trunp's gol den donme possi bl e?

M. Caggy: Senator, | want to thank you for the tine
you and your staff provided ne in your office, and this is
obviously an inportant topic. As sonmeone who's built a
nunber of space and ground systens over the years and | know
how i nportant it is that we protect and understand our
spectrumrequirenents froma war fighter perspective,
especially in S-band and X-band.

Yes, Senator, absolutely we'll ensure that we

53
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continuously do a review of all of our spectrum needs, and
that we do everything needed across both the departnent and
the U.S. government to protect that spectrum for our usage.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

Dr. Jewell, if confirnmed, will you advocate for
resources to be allocated to devel op dynam ¢ spectrum
sharing technol ogy, which would ultimately mtigate issues
pertaining to spectrum usage?

Dr. Jewell: Thank you, Senator. As you know, the
| oner three gigahertz, half the so-called S-band radi o wave
range is absolutely critical. |It's sort of the beachfront
property of spectrum and that the wavel ength of the radar
signals are | ong enough that it passes through nost weat her
effects and yet short enough, and that it can still be used
to discrimnate targets. So this is really a critical
range.

O course, if confirmed, | would support ways to
intelligently | everage and share that spectrumresearch
towards those ways, | should say. But again, the position
for which I'mnom nated, of course, is the fundanenta
research and first |level of applied research. So, while we
pursue those efforts, | would want to be sure if confirned,
that we don't inpede | egacy systens that depend upon access
to the S-band and the X-band for that matter, as they stand
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t oday,

Senat or Rounds: Those | egacy systens are the ones that
def end our honel and, and they defend any place in which one
of our destroyers is now |located. Fair enough?

Dr. Jewell: That's absolutely correct.

Senator Rounds: You reaffirmthat the Navy al one had
indicated it's over $250 billion to them and perhaps 20
years to replace those sane assets in those spectrum areas?

Dr. Jewell: It would take a huge investnent of course,
far beyond the purview of ny office.

Senator Rounds: Also fair to say that China would | ove
to see us have those particular bands inpacted by the sale
to comrercial operators. Fair enough?

Dr. Jewell: | think very, very true.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. M. Berkowitz, will you
defend this departnment's access to spectrum for those space
systens required for honel and def ense and space dom nance?

M. Berkowitz: Yes Senator, and | thank you for coni ng
off the floor in the mdst of a vote to speak with ne.
Access to Spectrumis essential for the mssion
effectiveness at Arned Forces. And if confirned, | will be
a staunch advocate for the Spectrumrequirenents for our
space and mi ssile defense capabilities.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.
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M. Caggy, we discussed the drone dom nance in ny
office, and | would like to expand on that. The ongoi ng
drone revol ution has dramatically refranmed the cost curve
and operational tenmpo of warfare. What is the departnent's
definition of drone dom nance?

M. Caggy: Senator, drone dom nance is one way of
expl ai ning how we overmatch our adversaries through the
of fensi ve or defensive usage of various drones technol ogy,
and of course, autononpus systens and all forns of robotics
are critical for us to be prototyping and experinenting with
at a nore rapid clip over the next few years.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman W cker: Senator Hirono.

Senator H rono: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Congratul ati ons to each of you and thank you and your
famlies for your commtnent to service. To ensure the
fitness of all nom nees to serve, | ask the follow ng two
initial questions, and I'Il very quickly go down the I|ine,
starting with M. Berkowtz.

Si nce you becane an adult, have you ever requested --
excuse nme. Since you becane a |l egal adult, have you ever
made unwant ed requests for sexual favors or conmitted any
ver bal or physical harassnent of a sexual nature?

M. Berkowitz, we'll go down the |ine.
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M. Berkowitz: No.
Dr. Jewell: No.
M. Caggy: No.
M. Rogers: No.

Senator Hi rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenent relating to this kind of conduct?

M. Berkowitz: No.

Dr. Jewell: No.

M. Caggy: No.

M. Rogers: No.

Senator Hirono: This is for M. Rogers. The Navy's
efforts to permanently close the Red H Il Fuel Storage
facility nmust remain a top priority. And the water
contam nation crisis in 2021, which inpacted over 90, 000
residents on Gahu, severely underm ned public trust and how
t he Navy handl ed the whole situation. So we need to
continue to pay attention to the closure, nake sure that
it's safe, and there are ongoing environnmental concerns that
we need to address as the facility is closed.

So, | would like to have your personal commitnent to
see through to conpletion the transparent closure of Red
Hill, which involves not only providing of adequate
resources and manpower, but also the close coll aboration
with state governnment officials and the community to resolve

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

58

trust and faith with the mlitary. And while this was a
Navy situation, as far as the comunity is concerned, the
mlitary presence in Hawaii is so inportant that anything
that any one of the services does, it pretty nuch inpacts
how peopl e feel about the entire mlitary presence.

So I'd like your conmtnent that the significant

closure and the after inpacts of the closing of Red Hil

will be a priority for you, M. Rogers.
M. Rogers: Senator, the closure of Red H Il is a
priority, and if confirnmed, I will certainly commt to

continuing to see the good work that's been done there.
Despite what occurred, ny understanding is the transparency
i n which engaging the community in terns of the podcast, the

website, which has the testing, all of this information is

| mportant.
Al so, having grown up in Hawaii, first in Kailua and
t hen Kahal uu, | understand how not only strategically

i nportant Hawaii is, but howinportant it is with the
mlitary and the comrunity relationship in Hawaii .

Senator H rono: Thank you very nuch. And | al so want
to thank you for acknow edging the critical inportance of
SIOP, and as you know, we have one of the major, one of the
four shipyard facilities in Hawaii. And of course, | invite
you to renew your famliarity with Hawaii by visiting our
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shi pyard. And as you probably know t he | argest

i nfrastructure project that the DOD, the departnment is
engaged in is the dry dock at the Pearl Harbor Shipyard.
And there are significant del ays happening there with the
dry dock building. And so that's even nore inportant for
you to see for yourself the facility.

For you again, M. Rogers, the Navy recently rel eased a
draft EIS on the intention to retain over 8,000 acres of
state lands on Kauai that this is often referred to as
Bar ki ng Sands. And that |ease situation is conmng up for
renewal , and we want to make sure that the negotiations that
occur noted how the inportance of transparency because there
are significant cultural interests that are attendant to the
facility at PMRF.

So how do you plan to ensure that these negotiations
regarding the renewal of values of PVMRF is conducted in a
way that make sure that the conmunity concerns are
addr essed?

M. Rogers: Senator, The Pacific Mssile Range
facilities are absolutely critical to the defense of the
country. It's a unique testing environnent, both, as you
well know. In terns of the cultural sensitivities, | also
understand that there are cultural areas within this area
that are inportant to the community. Early in this process
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t he Hawai i an Coordination Cell, and we will|l absolutely
continue if confirmed to do that. Again, | understand the

i nportance of you know, sone of the cultural areas in

Hawaii. | al so understand the strategic inportance of
keeping this testing range open. | also understand that
it's inportant that we extend the lease. So we'll certainly

do that in a transparent way, if confirmned.

Senator H rono: Thank you very nuch. | wll submt
for the record other questions for sone of the other
nom nees. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

[ The information referred to fol |l ows: ]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Hi rono. Senator
Tuberville.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman. Good
nor ni ng, gentlenen. Thanks for your service.

M. Rogers, our mlitary construction process is a
disaster. It's plagued by poor initial planning, cost
overruns, delays that do nothing but cost taxpayers noney
and readi ness for our troops. |'ve seen it big tine in ny
state of Alabama. You know, a quarter of the 598 M LCON
projects underway in 2023 were del ayed for a year or nore.
Sonmething is clearly broken. |If confirned, as regards to
t he Navy, do you have any answers to this disaster?

M. Rogers: Senator Tuberville, MLCON s obviously a
critical program and we're spending billions of dollars to
support the infrastructure. And as we tal ked about, the
installations are the area in which we power project. And
so getting that right is inmportant. | nentioned in ny
openi ng statenment the concept of fiduciary responsibility.
| think that applies here for the dollars that are spent
that there's a collective interest in getting the nost out
of those doll ars.

So if confirmed, | certainly will be looking into this.
The specific areas of interest are a couple things. One,
what is really driving the premumthat we are always payi ng
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| understand sonme of the drivers of that. 1'd like to
understand that nore. And also wel cone Congress's help in
potentially changi ng sone of the elenents of the unified
facilities criteria to maybe | ower that cost. That's nunber
one.

Nunber two is schedule. And with schedul e comes cost.
Coming fromthe commercial side, if you're building in the
comrerci al side, you care about schedule, cost, and your
reputation and you manage those very, very closely and
speci fically around how do you manage the risk of projects.
So if confirmed, | |look forward to spending nore tinme with
NAVFAC and CNI C on these issues.

Senator Tuberville: W've visited with the Secretary
of War and several other secretaries and Chiefs of staff in
the mlitary, and they all agree there is a huge problem
So hopefully we can rectify that and hel p our troops and
save some noney. | know in our state of Al abama, we have
gone to nore privatization instead of MLCON, and so it's
wor ked well in terns of speed and cost.

M. Berkowitz, in 2020, the departnent rel eased the
def ense space strategy, the first and last report of its
kind. Wile other reports have conme out of the DOD on space

rel ated topics such as the 2024 report on conmercial space
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strategy, it has been over five years since we've seen a
departnent wi de strategy report. Are you aware of the
strategy released in 2020 and do you believe the strategy
shoul d be updat ed?

M. Berkowitz: Thank you for raising this topic,
Senator. And | nust say | appreciated the time to neet with
you and your staff in your office. Gven the tine that's
passed | think it is entirely appropriate to review and
update the departnent's conmercial strategy. In fact, |
woul d note that there are three comercial strategies, one
for the Defense Departnent, one for the Space Force itself,
and one also for U S. Space Comrand.

And if confirnmed, | would want to review them and
ensure that they're appropriate to today's security
envi ronnment .

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. M. Jewell,
Huntsville, Al abama is a major hub for innovations,
hyper soni cs, space warfare, quantum conputing, just to nane
a few | don't need to tell you. W're already years
behi nd our adversaries and a | ot of these critical
technol ogies. What will you do to accelerate the testing
and eval uation of critical technol ogies, especially as
threats fromadversaries |ike China continue to mature?

Dr. Jewell: Senator, that's absolutely correct that
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this kind of technology. W have a nunber of progranms in
the United States such as MACH TB whi ch seek to increase the
pace of flight test opportunities to close that gap. But |
think that we need to be vigilant with that. And if
confirmed, | will seek to ensure that those investnents
conti nue to be made.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. M. Caggy, the nost
i nportant part of the national is a war fighter. | think
nost of us agree with that. WMst of us join this panel to
ensure the nen and wonen who put their lives on the |ine
every day are provided with nothing short of the best to
dom nate their eneny. The junior enlisted service nmenbers
will be the ones working everyday hands on with the
capabilities that you give them \Wat enphasis will you put
on the feedback fromthese young war fighters?

M. Caggy: Senator, conpletely agree with you. The
f eedback we get fromour junior enlisted, our NCOs is really
t he nost inportant because they're the ones that have to
take the capabilities that we give into conbat. And if
confirmed, I'mfully coormtted to ensuring that all service
menbers are represented in how we gain feedback on
prot ot ypes and experinents, and that the concepts and
capabilities that we deliver to themare ready to go for
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combat .

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.
Senat or Ki ng.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair, and
congratulations to all the w tnesses.

M. Berkowitz, | want to ask a question about space
| aunch resiliency. Cape Canaveral is ideally suited to
provi de the vast majority of the U. S.' |aunch capacity, but
it is inmportant that we have resiliency in our |aunch
infrastructure. A hurricane or sone other disruptive event
has the potential to derail space |aunch prograns.
Qoviously, |'mbiased toward the Wallops Island facility
that's connected to our Navy base on the eastern shore of
Virginia, but there's other launch sites as well.

So if confirnmed, howw Il you |leverage the nation's
space capacity outside of Cape Canaveral to diversify our
| aunch i nfrastructure?

M. Berkowitz: Thank you for raising that question,
Senator. The United States is currently the world' s | eader
in the international commercial |aunch services market. And
frankly, | would commend the President for his recent
executive orders to enhance our overall conpetitiveness in
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commercial |launch services. |If confirnmed, | would work to
noderni ze our launch infrastructure, in particular, to make
sure that we have the capacity as well as the resilience to
neet the departnent's need, as well as the needs of all of
our space sectors.

Senator Kaine: That's great. |It's outside of the
remt of this committee, but | would hope to see a NASA
director nom nated. There's been sonme controversy over that
position in recent nonths. And you're right, we have such a
capacity in the country that even rocket and space rel ated
conpani es fromother nations are now using U S. |aunch
capacity because they're unable to hit orbits that they
can't hit, for exanple, from New Zeal and with Rocket Labs.
So that's a big advantage for us.

M. Rogers, | want to ask you a question. Your
position is very inportant to Virginia, given the nunber of
installations we have in Virginia, and | appreciate
col | eagues who' ve already tal ked to you about the SIOP and
about housing. | want to ask you about resiliency. A
nunber of our bases in Virginia have sone significant
chall enges with respect to sea level rise. Those in the
Hanpt on Roads area. Hanpton Roads region of the United
States is the second nost vulnerable to sea level rise after
the New Ol eans area.
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There's all kinds of other challenges that extrene
weat her poses to installations, fires, drought, etc. How
will you focus on these resiliency challenges should you be
confirmed?

M. Rogers: Senator King, again, | appreciate the tine
that you spent with ne in your offices. Qur installations
have to be ready. They have to be reliable. And to your
point, they have to be resilient, and resilient in the face
of any nunber of threats. It could be Mother Nature, it
could be manmade, it could be nefarious, it could be by
accident. | think, if confirnmed, the critical conponent is
under st andi ng what the installation plans are. Also
speaki ng to our commandi ng officers, our senior enlisted,
understanding the real risks, and figuring out where those
risks are actually inpacting our readiness to execute the
m ssi on.

So, if confirmed, the goal would be to work with the
teamto ensure what is causing these, and what can we do in
terms of courses of action against it, again, with the focus
on readi ness, regardl ess of what causes the issue.

Senator Kaine: Let ne ask one | ast question of you,

M. Rogers, about the SIOP, even though it's al ready been
rai sed. Just the size of the SIOP investnent is nassive.
Thus far, we've conpleted 45 facility projects totaling $1.2
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billion, delivered 277 itens of industrial plant equi pnent
valued at nearly $650 mllion. But another 38 projects
worth $6.5 billion are currently under contract. The scope

of this investnment is massive.

How do you plan to work with Congress and ot her
st akehol ders to nake sure that you're advocating
appropriately for the resource levels you'll need not only
wi thin the Pentagon, but wthin QvVB?

M. Rogers: Senator, as we discussed, the SIOP program
i s foundational, understanding all of those costs. M
under st andi ng of both from public sources and ot her
di scussions is, it's not just the dry docks, it's all the
surroundi ng infrastructure, which is really driving the
cost. To be able to support our nuclear navy as a key |eg
of the triad is absolutely critical. And so, again, it's
under standi ng the facts.

So, if confirmed, I'lIl certainly commt to
comruni cati ng, obviously, with Congress, with this commttee
in terns of what are the facts, what is in front of us in
terms of required investnment, and why are we naki ng those
I nvest nent s.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Thank you, Senator.
Senat or Scott.
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Senator Scott: Thank you, M. Chairman. First off,
congratul ati ons, each of you. This is a great tine to
serve. W' ve got a President and a Secretary they' re doing
a fantastic job, and they're going to support our war
fighters and then they're going to refocus the Departnent of
War and fix a lot of problens that should have been fixed in
t he past.

The President has a bold vision to protect our country
fromthreats around the globe with the Golden Done. |It's
this kind of groundbreaking thinking that will keep our
country safe for generations to cone. | trust that each of
you share that vision that you will work hard to acconpli sh
Presi dent Trunp's peace through strength m ssion, especially
as threats around the world continue to grow.

M. Berkowitz, as President Trunp's pick for the
Assi stant Secretary of Defense for Space Policy, you will be
wor king with General Cuetlein to oversee the Gol den Done
Proj ect, one which you rightly point out is critical to our
nati onal defense in your opening statenment. |'m a business
guy. |'ve always | ooked at what the conpetition was doing
and figured out how !l could do it better. Conpetition is

what nmakes conpanies and industries to do better and push

each other to do better. It's a key to innovation, and it's
a key to a healthy narket. |'ma big believer in our space
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get the best product for the best price.

So, M. Berkowitz, as you know, the Gol den Donme system
is critical for our national security. Wuld you agree that
we shoul d do what we can to ensure the best products and
prices to conplete this project are on tine and on budget?

M. Berkowitz: Thank you for the question, Senator.
Yes, | absolutely agree with you that conpetition's
essential in order to get the very best capabilities into
t he hands of our war fighters.

Senator Scott: So, in your background, do you have
exanpl es of where you' ve seen that conpetition has worked?

I n your background, have you done a |ot of sole source
contracts?

M. Berkowitz: Senator, |'ve been involved in both
conpetitive and sole source awards. In ny experience, there
are tinmes when both are appropriate. Conpetition absolutely
drives the various conpetitors in the industry to hone their
of fers, and make sure that they're truly providing the very
best capabilities. Sole source awards are al so effective
when there's only one supplier who has the technol ogy or
knowhow, or can do it at the | owest cost.

Senator Scott: So to that end, should conpani es be

allowed to conpete for parts of the Gol den Done Project?

70
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M. Berkowitz: Absolutely, Senator. | think we should
i ncentivize all conpanies you know, traditional conpani es,
new entrants, startups, to conpete for contracts as part of
t he Gol den Done for Anerica.

Senator Scott: So you wouldn't support a sole source
for the CGol den Done?

M. Berkowitz: Senator, |'ve been nom nated for a
policy position, and so consequently, | would not be
i nvol ved i n maki ng acquisition decisions with respect to
contracts.

Senator Scott: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. | was
|istening attentively as al ways, as you asked the standard
guestions at the beginning of this hearing about the
wWitness's willingness to come and communi cate with the
comrittee and answer questions. |'mconcerned about the
Oct ober 15th neno fromthe Secretary, which basically
throttl es conmuni cati on bet ween peopl e working at the
Pent agon and Congress, including this commttee.

And | hope that's sonething we can di scuss and
consi der, because sitting here, these kinds of
comruni cations are inportant. But al so, several of the

W t nesses have nentioned neetings in our offices to discuss
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policy. That would be prohibited under that COctober 15th
meno. And | think it's sonething we shoul d di scuss.

Chai rman Wcker: Well, thank you. And it has been
suggested that that nmeno was nmisconstrued and it nmay need to
be clarified. So thank you for bringing that up.

Senator King: That's what |'m suggesting. Also
there's sonme confusion about what organization you all are
going to work for. It's the Departnment of Defense. There's
no such thing as the Departnment of War. | comend to you 10
U S C 111(a) 1949, which established the name of the
departnent as the Departnent of Defense. So just want to
clarify that confusion. | just want to be sure you know
where you're going to work.

M. Jewell, hypersonics. You are just the right person
for this position because hypersonics is a place where we've
| ost a | ot of ground on our adversaries. And | really
appreci ate your background. One area | hope you will think
about is not only the devel opnent of hypersonics, but the
devel opment of hypersoni ¢ defense because we've got these
$12 billion aircraft carriers that could be extrenely
vul nerable. So | hope that's part of the research and the
work that you'll do on hypersonics, not only on the
of fensi ve capability, which we need for deterrence, but also
def ense.
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I s that sonething you consider part of your m ssion?

Dr. Jewell: Senator, yes and thank you for the
opportunity to discuss in your office the finer points of
thermal protection systens for hypersonic systens, which of
are, of course, a critical part of both offensive and
def ensi ve hypersonics. The defensive hypersonics problemin
many ways is nore chall enging than the offensive problem
And in order to hit a bullet with a bullet, so to speak, one
needs greater speed and maneuverability than the target
system And al so better custody, sensing, and tracking
| ayers.

So those are deep chal |l enges that deserve conti nued
i nvestnments. And if confirmed, | will certainly advocate
for appropriate funding | evels and appropriate areas of
enphasis in the 6 1, 6 2, and 6.3 realm

Senator King: | appreciate that. And | want to
enphasi ze a point that | think the Ranki ng Menber made. The
adm ni stration at the beginning of this year took really
significant steps to cut university research of $7 billion,
6, 000 agreenents. | think it's 4,000 grants, 600
i nstitutions caps on indirect costs.

You've lived this system | hope that you can advocate
wWithin the adm nistration for the inportance of university
research. You're a wal king exanple of that inportance. So
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| again, hope that you can be a counterweight to this
i mpul se to cut university research funds.

Dr. Jewell: Senator, |I'mproud of the work that we've
done at the university and indeed that nmy coll eagues do at
ot her universities as well. And we'll seek to strengthen
those ties if confirnmed.

Senator King: Thank you.

M. Berkowitz, there was sone di scussi on about the dual
hat with NRO and the position at the Departnent of Defense.
| think that's a worthwhil e di scussion, at |least to the
point of making it a nmuch nore cl oser coordination. W
can't afford to be devel oping parallel space capabilities
where there's overlap and the cost involved is enornous, as
you know. So | hope you'll consider that. | hope you wl|
conti nue your provocative thinking on that point.

M. Berkowitz: Thank you, Senator. | frankly just
believe that we should be open to all options to inprove the
efficiency and effectiveness over national security space
capabilities.

Senator King: Thank you. |'mrunning out of tine.
Very quickly, M. Rogers. One of the issues on enforcenent
-- I'msorry. One of the issues on housing is enforcenent
of private contracts. W went into privatization in a big
way some years ago. W haven't been very good at enforcing
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those contracts to the detrinment of our mlitary famlies.
And | hope that's sonething you can pay sonme attention to,
is the inplenmentation of the requirenents in those contracts
for safe and adequate housing for our famlies,

M. Rogers: Senator King, the keys to getting anything
done in that business arrangenent is the contracts.

Ensuring that they are stating exactly what is required --

Senator King: |It's one thing to have the contract,
enforcing them is what |I'm concerned about.

M. Rogers: And then enforcing them and then being
able to be very transparent, communication with the
counterparty exactly what's expected, and then enforcing
themif it's not net.

Senator King: Thank you. M. Caggy, | conmend your
enphasis on speed. | think that's one of the essentia
el enents. And that's a tall order in this world. The word
speed in the Pentagon are not usually used in the sane
sentence. So please pursue that with all due speed. Thank
you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, M. Chairman. And thank you
all for being here today and for your willingness to serve.

Dr. Jewell, |I've worked with Senator Peters and several
ot her nmenbers to secure nore funding for the U S. |srael
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col l aborati on on counter drone and counter tunneling
technologies. So if confirnmed, how would you expand this
ener gi ng technol ogy col | aborati on and which other critical
t echnol ogi es do you see as potential future areas to work
t oget her on?

Dr. Jewell: Thank you, Senator. The distributed
capability of tunneling or drones, the threat that we face
is really sonmething that's of a relatively new nature, |
think. 1t's sonething that could be w el ded agai nst the
United States, both by peer and near peer adversaries, and
potentially by insurgencies and other smaller, even
i ndi vi dual threats.

One of the ways, if confirnmed that | would seek to
enhance our capability, and | think some of the nost
i nteresting ideas on these kind of new threats or newy
recogni zed threats, come fromsnall businesses. And so the
SBIR and STTR progranms, | think can be critical in terns of
getting nore new ideas in the pipeline to address those
ki nds of threats.

Senat or Budd: Thank you.

M. Berkowitz, if confirnmed, you'll be responsible for
i nternati onal engagenment on space policy and strategy. How
do you plan to work together with Asian allies and partners
| i ke Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, to ensure that they're
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bui | di ng robust space capabilities and that we're
integrating with their systens?

M. Berkowitz: Thank you for raising this inportant
topic, Senator. Allies and international partners with
shared values and interests are a U S. conpetitive
advantage. |If confirmed, | would seek to work closely with
al | stakehol ders to expl ore options for how our allies and
partners could contribute to the defense burden, contribute
to deterrence and collective security, and in the process
align our policies and efforts as well as increase our
i nteroperability.

Senator Budd: Thank you. Also, M. Berkowitz, in
light of China' s rapid expansion of its nuclear arsenal,
what's your assessnent of the departnent's nucl ear
noder ni zati on plan, specifically around m ssile defense, and
where does it fall short?

M. Berkowitz: Wll, Senator, |'mnot in the seat, so
| don't have access to all the pertinent information. Wat
| can say is that nuclear nodernization is a top priority in
the departnment as it nmust be to ensure a credible and
effective deterrent. And if confirnmed, | would absolutely
work with ny counterparts in the departnent, in the
executive branch, and in Congress to assure that we have the
space capabilities and m ssile defense capabilities required
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to ensure that we can effectively conduct nucl ear deterrence
and response operations, as well as an effective
conpr ehensi ve honel and m ssil e defense.

Senator Budd: Staying on nmissile defense, what's your
assessnent of nissile defense of Guam and how woul d you
enhance protection of the island?

M. Berkowitz: Senator, that's an excellent question.
|'ve not really been briefed on the Guam def ense
architecture. | understand that it is indeed a top
operational priority in the Indo-Pacific region and a very
i nportant program And so, if confirnmed, | would work with
all stakehol ders to ensure that any issues related to the
protection and defense of U S. forces and the citizens of
GQuam are addressed to ensure that we have an effective
def ense.

Senat or Budd: Thank you.

M. Rogers also on Guam how s the Navy investing in
energy resilience there?

M. Rogers: Senator, my understanding the strategic
i nportance of Guamis focusing on not only the troops that
will be noved there, but the infrastructure that's required
on the island. As | sit here today, | don't have all of the
details of exactly what's there, but if confirmed, we'll

certainly be working with the teamin ternms of what is
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required in Guamto support the troops and the famlies that
woul d potentially be noved there.

Senator Budd: So with what you know now, what's your
assessnment of SMRs or small nodul e reactors to serve as
reliable and resilient energy sources for mlitary
i nstallati ons and do you see that coning anytine soon to
somewhere |ike Canp Lejeune, North Carolina?

M. Rogers: Senator, SMRs, | think are a great
potential and if confirned, would certainly be pushing hard
to work with the teans to understand where we are. |
understand nultiple services are | ooking at this, but when
we think about our installations, you nentioned Guam you
menti oned the great Canp Lej eune. W need energy and
i ndependence, and we need it in kind of contested or
chal | engi ng environnents. SMRs could potentially be that
solution for us across these installations. So |I | ook
forward to | earning where we're at, and hopefully we can
push on the tinmeline.

Senator Budd: Thank you all. Chairnman.

Chairman Wcker: M. Rogers, it's not going to be in
the next five or six years, though, is it on these SMRs?
They take | onger than that.

M. Rogers: Senator, ny understanding is there are

tinmelines that are out there. The question is, is there
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anything that we can do to nove that? There is the
identification of pilot locations. There's then
understandi ng the regulatory environnment. Certainly wel cone
Congress's help in navigating that. But it's really sitting
down with the technical teans and what can we do and what's

the right reactor size that can support our installations?

Chairman Wcker: It certainly sounds tenpting and
hel pful. | don't think there's one operating on the face of
the earth right now |Is that correct?

M. Rogers: Senator, | believe that to be true.

There's nmultiple different efforts that are underway, and if
confirmed, | ook forward to seeing where we are in that and
what does the tinelines actually | ook |ike.

Chai rman Wcker: Well, | hope our dreans can be
realized there. Senator Bl unenthal.

Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you all for your service. You ve been nom nated for sone of
the nost inportant jobs in the Departnent of Defense, and |
wi sh you well, and thank you for your willingness to give of
your sel ves and your famly.

M. Rogers, in 2023, | wote a bill called the Xavier
Sandor Act, it was naned after young Sailor who tragically
died by suicide. He's from Connecticut while |iving aboard
U. S. S George Washi ngton during extended mai nt enance, Xavi er
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and too many ot hers endured substandard conditions. Wile
their ships were in maintenance, they had no air

condi tioni ng, inadequate neals, disrupted sleep, little
access to basic anenities or nental health support. This

| aw expanded the Navy's authority to provide basic all owance
for housing to sailors in simlar situations.

You're probably famliar with the general predi canment
or plight of sailors in that kind of situation when their
vessels are in dry dock or mmjor overhaul. The bil
provi ded that they could nove off ship into commerci al
housi ng while their vessels were in that condition. | would
i ke your commtnent that you will give priority to this
ki nd of inplenentation of the Xavier Sandors Act. Perhaps
neet with Xavier's dad John, who has mai ntai ned an active
interest in this issue, and would like to know if confirned
how you will ensure full and effective inplenentation of the
Act .

M. Rogers: Senator, taking care of our troops is
obvi ously our key responsibility. I'mfamliar with the Act
and the story behind it. Certainly welcone a chance to neet
with Xavier's father. Mre inportantly | also saw a recent
|l etter fromthe CNO on this issue in terns of being able,
given the authorities that Congress has been given, that the
SEC NAV and commandi ng of fi cers can deci de when they can use
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BHH for our sailors that are inport. And so the key there
is working not only with the mlitary, but also the
comrunities in terns of identifying, you know, clean,
confortable and safe living conditions for sailors and
marines. Again, it is a readiness and a retention issue.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, maybe | can reach out to you
once your confirmation process is conplete about follow ng
up with the Sandor famly.

M. Rogers: Wl cone the opportunity, sir.

Senator Blunenthal: Let nme ask you, | know you' ve been
asked a bunch of questions about specific installations. |
want to ask about PFAS and the potential for contam nation
frommlitary installations or bases from PFAS, which is
often involved in the fire retardants or other Kkinds of
operations on our basis. Are you famliar with the efforts
to contain and stop PFAS contanination that enmanates from
base?

M. Rogers: Senator, |I'maware of a PFAS di scussion.
|'"mal so aware of the potential tie and |inkage to AFFF the
firefighting foamon our installations. So |I'maware of the
| ssue.

Senator Blunenthal: Are you thinking about efforts to
stop the contanmination that often flows from our bases or
instal |l ati on?
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M. Rogers: M understanding Senator, the PFAS task
force really focused on replacing anything that's in the
AFFF in ternms of you know, it's providing anything that has
PFAS in terns of existing exposure. |f confirnmed, would be
comritted to continuing that effort where the Navy is
responsible or the mlitary is responsible on those Navy or
Marine Corps installations. And so if confirnmed, |ook
forward to working with the team

The nost inportant thing here is that, you know, free
cl ean drinking water for both our mlitary, their famlies,
and the surrounding communities is critical. And so
under st andi ng what exposure we have across installations
will be step nunber one.

Senator Blunenthal: |'msure you're famliar with the
PACT Act that provides care and benefits for troops who are
the victins of either toxic chem cals or other substances,
not only in conbat abroad, but also on bases and
installations all around the country when they' re exposed to
t hose kinds of toxic elenments. Now, the PAC Act provides
sonme benefits for themw thout their having to prove that it
was directly |inked.

So | would wel cone your cooperation with the VA in
trying to mtigate the toxi c substances that nay cause these
ki nds of diseases before they occur. | think it's very
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focus on that aspect as one who chanpi oned the PACT Act for
our veterans.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Bl unenthal.

Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman. Gentl enen,
congratul ati ons on your nomni nati ons.

M. Rogers, | want to start with you. | think |I mght
be able to fit in two or three questions. | want to talk
about the Lowell Cbservatory in Flagstaff, Arizona. There
is a Navy Precision Optical Interferoneter there. |It's also
called NPO. Have you heard about this?

M. Rogers: Senator, | have not.

Senator Kelly: Well, basically, this was originally
built through a partnership between the Naval Research
Laboratory, the U S. Naval Cbservatory, and the Lowel |l
bservatory. And it was a partnership for nore than 30
years. That col |l aboration between the three organizations
supported Navy M ssions, and al so did sone valuable civilian
astronom cal research, sone astronony.

But recently the Navy noved to take exclusive control
of this Precision Optical Interferoneter, effectively ending
Lowell's ability to conduct any of their civilian research
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opportunity, and the situation has led to some significant
adm ni strative and | egal costs for the observatory.

So, if confirmed -- | know you don't have a | ot of
i nformation here -- | just want to see if you are willing to
work with nme so the transition at the optical interferoneter
site protects the Navy's operational needs, but also
preserves sone of the trust and fairness and accountability
with their |ongstanding research partners |like the Lowell
Qbservatory.

M. Rogers: Senator Kelly, if confirmed, you certainly
have ny commtnment to work and understand this issue and
work with you on that.

Senator Kelly: Thank you. Thank you.

Dr. Jewell, the DOD has identified 14 defense critica
technol ogy areas. One of those is called trusted artificial
intelligence and autonony. Do you believe that our ability
to integrate autononous artificial intelligence into
el ectronic warfare, EWsystens, will be a critical
capability in future conflicts?

Dr. Jewell: Senator, yes, | believe that it wll. |
think the key thing with Al specifically is that the
i nvestments that Anerican industry to include Silicon Valley

have nade in Al dwarf what could be invested by the
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departnent or even by the entire federal governnent. So the
key is howto | everage the great strides that have been nade
in Al, but to leverage themin a way that is both safe and
responsible for mlitary use.

Senator Kelly: | agree with you. And the anpunt of
noney being invested by the private sector, of course, you
know, dwarfs what DOD is going to spend in this specific
technology. And | agree this is going to be of critical
i nportance. Machine |earning algorithns that enable things
| i ke adaptive jamm ng, spectrum sensing, automated signal
classification, this is going to give us potentially a
deci sive edge on the battlefield.

But in order to field these capabilities responsibly,
we need to be able to test themrigorously and in a
realistic operational environment. W have that realistic
environment at Fort Huachuca at the el ectronic proving
ground. But we need to be able to protect our ability to
con conduct this full spectrumtesting. And | amvery
concerned that the proposed cuts to the el ectronic proving
ground coul d underm ne all of that.

EPG provi des a very uni que environnment for EWtesting,
t he geography, the federally protected airspace. It allows
the mlitary to conduct aggressive offensive jamm ng tests

wi thout interference at very high power. You can't do that
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in other places. It also has 320 days of great weather
every year when there are aircraft involved. No other arny
test and eval uati on conmand can replicate the situation they
have there. So, losing that capability by getting rid of
the workforce will set us back in testing and eval uati on,
and ultimately in our operational readiness.

So, if confirmed, will you conmt to working with ne to
prevent unnecessary cuts to the electronic proving ground
and preserve our nation's ability to test and field the next
generation electronic warfare systens?

Dr. Jewell: Senator, within the departnment, there are
of course, a nunber of unique crown jewel test capabilities,
of which you nane one. And if confirned, I will work to
mai ntain our access and ability to test critical
t echnol ogi es, of which, as you rightly nmentioned, electronic
warfare is one that is nost difficult to test in a realistic
way.

Senator Kelly: Thank you. And M. Chairman, thank you
for the additional 14 seconds.

Chai rman Wcker: And thank you very nuch. And you use
themvery wisely. This does conclude today's hearing. |
want to thank our witnesses. | look forward to speaking to
some of the fam |y nenbers in just a nonent. For the
i nformati on of committee nmenbers, questions for the record
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will be due to the committee within two business days at the

concl usion of the hearing, which is now.

And we are adjourned.

[ Wher eupon,

at 11:21 a.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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