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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ONS OF: MR JAMES G MAZOL TO BE
DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OFDEFENSE FOR RESEARCH AND
ENG NEERI NG MR DERRICK M ANDERSON TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SPECI AL OPEARATI ONS AND LOW
| NTENSI TY CONFLI CT; MR PLATTE B. MORING |1 TO BE | NSPECTOR
GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE; AND MS. KI RSTEN A. DAVI ES TO

BE CHI EF | NFORVATI ON OFFI CER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Thur sday, Septenber 18, 2025

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The comm ttee net, pursuant to notice, at 10:04 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Buil ding, Hon. Roger F.
W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker
[ presiding], Fischer, Cotton, Rounds, Ernst, Sullivan,
Craner, Scott, Tuberville, Millin, Budd, Schmtt, Sheehy,

Reed, Bl unenthal, Kaine, King, Warren, Kelly, and Sl otKkin.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER F. W CKER, U. S.
SENATOR FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: This hearing will cone to order, and
| can tell our wtnesses and nenbers, we are begi nning at
10: 04. W have just conpleted a very successful and
bi parti san markup of several nom nations so we were worKking,
even though we are a mnute or two |ate.

I wel conme our wtnesses and their famlies and | thank
them for being here this norning. | amgoing to say what |
have said for nonths and nonths at the kickoff of nost of
our heari ngs.

The United States faces the nbost dangerous threat
environnment since World War 1I. It bears repeating.

In these challenging tinmes | amgrateful that the
i ndi vidual s here today have stepped up to serve. M. Platte
Moring 111 has been nom nated to be the I nspector Ceneral of
t he Departnent of Defense.

M. Mring is aretired lieutenant colonel and a Bronze
Star recipient. He served with distinction in the
Pennsyl vania Arny National Guard. He now teaches political
science at the Citadel.

Under the first Trunp adm nistration, M. Mring was
t he deputy general counsel of the Departnent of Defense. He
al so worked in private practice as well with the Departnent

of Justi ce.
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Wl cone to you, M. Mring, and we | ook forward to
heari ng about how M. Miring intends to ensure transparency,
accountability, and clear comunication with Congress in the
performance of these duties.

Ms. Kirsten Davies has been nom nated to be chief
i nformation officer of the Departnent of Defense. M.
Davi es has over 15 years of executive cybersecurity and
technol ogy | eadership with experience at five global and
Fortune 250 countri es.

If confirmed, she will bring expertise in designing and
| eadi ng conprehensive security reforns and digital
transformation initiatives. WM. Davies will help inplenent
advanced technol ogi es at the speed of commercial industry
W t hout conprom sing security standards.

| ook forward to hearing her views on nodernizing our
cyber defenses, rapidly integrating cutting-edge
capabilities, and ensuring our warfighters have the
t echnol ogi cal edge they need to defend our nation.

M. Janmes Mazol has been nom nated to serve as deputy
under secretary of defense for research and engineering. In
this role it is critical to ensure that our technol ogy
out paces that of our adversaries.

M. Mazol has both House and Senate experience in
national security and technology policy. He is, therefore,

uni quely qualified to support the departnment and to be a
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true partner with this conmttee to work hand in hand with
Congr ess.

The U.S. nust accelerate our efforts to develop, field,
and transition operationally relevant capabilities to our
war fighters including everything fromartificial
intelligence to biotechnol ogi es.

We nust | everage and steer our key advantages such as
private capital toward national security objectives, and we
must do so in critical technologies so we can surpass
China's efforts.

| am confident M. Mazol is the exact person we need to
hel p us experinent rapidly and to integrate prom sing
t echnol ogi es at scal e.

I wll have the honor of saying a bit nore about M.
Mazol later on. | look forward to hearing his testinony
about his vision for how we can act to nake progress in this
ar ea.

And then M. Derrick Anderson has been nom nated to be
the assistant secretary of defense for special operations
and lowintensity conflict. |If confirnmed, he would serve as
the principal civilian advisor to the Secretary of Defense
on special operations, counterterrorism and irregular
warfare-related matters.

This assistant secretary role is also responsible for

overseeing the training, equipnent, and readi ness of our
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nation's Speci al

Oper ati ons forces.

M. Anderson was the first in his famly to attend and

graduate from col | ege.

to serve the nation in

and as a G een Beret.

Hi s experience in

gi ves nme confidence he

forward to hearing M.

our speci al

oper at

Wth that, |

Senat or

Reed?

i ons

turn

Fol | owi ng his graduati on he went on

uniformas an Arny infantry officer

uniformand in the private sector
will do an excellent job. | |ook
Ander son describe his priorities for
enterprise.

to ny coll eague Ranki ng Menber Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman,
and good norning to our witnesses and congratul ati ons on
your nom nations. Also, let ne welconme your famly nenbers.

| think one of the requirenents in this Wiite House is
that children have to be adorable and well behaved and so
far so good.

M. Mring, you are nom nated to be the |Inspector
General of the Departnent of Defense. This position is
anong t he nost consequential oversight roles in our
gover nment .

The Anerican people rely on the |G to guard agai nst
wast e, fraud, and abuse and to hold accountabl e those who
m suse the enornous power and resources of the Pentagon.

But | nust be direct. You have been nom nated by a
presi dent who has shown outright hostility to the role of
| nspect or General.

In his first week in office President Trunp fired your
predecessor along with every other Inspector Ceneral in the
federal governnent, not because of poor performance but
because they did their jobs, in fact, too well.

He has repeatedly demanded political loyalty fromthose
who nust be dedicated to the Constitution and | aws, not to

an i ndi vi dual .
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Equally troubling is the broader record of the
adm ni stration. President Trunp has consistently shown a
wi | lingness to bend or ignore the |law when it suits himand
has shown hostility to i ndependent oversight.

M. Moring, you have led a |l ong and distingui shed
career as a staff, judge, advocate, and mlitary | awer, and
| trust you understand this fraught situation. | would ask
you to share your view of the inportance of the |Inspector
General independence and whet her you pl edge to execute the
duties of this office independently and professionally.

Ms. Davies, you are nom nated to be the departnent's
chief information officer, the principal advisor on
i nformation technol ogy and national security systens. |If
confirmed, you will face several severe chall enges.

First, the software fast track initiative requires a
90-day framework to noderni ze outdated procurenent systens
that are slow and opaque. You will need to drive this
initiative and additional reform across acquisition,
research, and intelligence while safeguardi ng supply chains.

At the sanme tine, the Departnent of Defense has
struggled for years to hire IT professionals to work in
sof tware devel opnent, cybersecurity operations, and
acqui sition.

Thi s chal | enge has been conpounded by the w despread

wor kf orce cuts and contract cancell ations. These actions
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ri sk sl owi ng noderni zation rather than accelerating it.

Ms. Davies, | would ask how you plan to address each of
t hese conpl ex issues.

M. Mazol, you are nom nated to be deputy under
secretary of defense for research and engi neering. |If
confirmed, you will oversee investnents in nodernization
priorities such as artificial intelligence, quantum
conputing, hypersonics, biotechnol ogy, and m croel ectronics.

Mai nt ai ni ng our | ead over China and Russia in these
fields requires addressing several challenges. You nust
advocat e for noderni zati on whil e bal anci ng near-term
readi ness, requiring close coordination with the under
secretary of defense for acquisition and sustainnent, and
the mlitary services.

Equally inmportant, you will need to overcone the
departnent's so-called valley of death, ensuring research
I nnovati ons becone operational capabilities.

Thi s nmeans strengthening ties between research
activities and service acquisition prograns and investing in
the people and infrastructure of DARPA, the defense | abs,
and test ranges.

M. Mazol, | hope you wll share your views on these
responsibilities at this pivotal nonent.

Finally, M. Anderson, you are nom nated to be

Assi stant Secretary of Defense for Special Operations and
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Low Intensity Conflict. |If confirmed, there are several
urgent issues you will need to address.

To begin, the law requires tinely and substantive
notification to Congress of sensitive mlitary operations
and access to executive orders. Under President Trunp,

t hese obligations have been routinely ignored. This really
under m nes oversi ght and erodes trust.

In particular, the admnistration's recent strikes on
vessels in the Cari bbean represent, in ny view, a bl atant
violation of international and donmestic |aw.

In February the Wiite House designated two dozen
cartels as foreign terrorist organizations. This
desi gnati on, however, does not grant new authorities in
mlitary targeting.

G ven the large nunber of U S. mlitary assets that
have been deployed to the Caribbean, it is clear that the
adm ni stration intends to continue such operations. But
skirting | aw and denyi ng transparency for the Anerican
peopl e risk a dangerous escalation with internationa

ram fications.

M. Anderson, if confirnmed you will be at the center of
this situation and it will be your responsibility to ensure
the lawis followed. | would ask for your views on the

operations in the Caribbean and request your commtnent to

follow the aw no matter how unconfortable that position may
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becone.

Again, to all the nom nees, thank you. | look forward
to your testinonies.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, M. Ranking Menber.

At this point, it is customary for other nenbers of
Congress to cone in and sit at that desk in front of us and
I ntroduce particular individuals that we have a particul ar
I nterest and history working wth.

For today's purpose M. Mazol has done nme the honor of
asking himto be that person so | will nmake a few extra
remar ks about M. Mazol fromthe dais and then | wll be
foll owed by Senator Cotton to make anot her i ndivi dual
I ntroducti on.

But | amflattered, Janmes, and | amdelighted to
i ntroduce one of our -- today's nom nees.

M. James G Mzol is here today along with his wife
Deborah, his son Jack, who is well-behaved.

Thank you, M. Ranking Menber.

And his nother Toni, who is also acting very, very
behaviorally correct today. He has been nomi nated to serve
as deputy under secretary of defense for research and
engi neering, and it is clear to ne and | think to everyone
who has worked with himthat he is ready to assune this

rol e.

10
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The reason | say this with such confidence is that |
have w tnessed his conpetence and his character. M. Mazo
joined ny staff in 2017 and served there with distinction
until the beginning of this year.

Wien | | ed the Sea Power Subconmttee, M. Mazol |ed by
response to the hypoxi a epi sodes naval aviators were facing.
He al so hel ped ne draft and inplenent the Surface Warfare
Enhancenent Act after U S. sailors were killed in warship

col i sions.

| was so inpressed with Janes' work that | tapped him
to be the policy director of my Cormerce staff when | becane
chair. In that role, he led a team focused on aviation
space, science, and technol ogy issues.

He hel ped craft aviation safety |egislation foll ow ng
the 737 MAX crashes and he hel ped nme direct nore research
funding to institutions in typically overl ooked states.

In 2023 | once again appointed himto be ny policy
director, this time for ny Arnmed Services Commttee staff.
Once again, he handl ed research, engineering, science, and
t echnol ogy portfolios.

In addition to that work, M. Mazol hel ped devel op and
negotiate the NDAA, run conmttee activities, and |lead the
SASC team That history denonstrates M. Mazol's readi ness
for this role.

Most nenbers of this conmttee are intimately famliar

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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with his service this year and before, and that has made hi m
even nore prepared.

Janes Mazol is brilliant, he is strong, he is
scrupul ously honest, and | could not be nore delighted to

speak on behal f of himtoday.

12

So, M. Mazol, | will nowturn to you for your opening
statenent and after that Senator Cotton will be recognized.
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF MR JAMES G MAZOL, TO BE DEPUTY UNDER
SECRETARY OFDEFENSE FOR RESEARCH AND ENG NEERI NG

M. Mazol: Thank you, Chairman.

Chai rman W cker, Ranki ng Menber Reed, and nenbers of
the commttee, | appreciate the opportunity to conme before
you as the nom nee for Deputy Undersecretary of War for
Research and Engi neering, a position which serves as the
departnent's deputy chief technology officer.

Chai rman W cker, thank you for that incredible
i ntroduction, sir, and after many years of sitting behind
you it is a bit surreal to be sitting down here. Thank you
for taking a chance on a young House LD ei ght years ago.

It was an honor to serve you and | amgrateful to you,
Ms. Wcker, and Team W cker past and present including ny
former coll eagues on this conmmttee.

| amgrateful to nmy famly, friends, and coll eagues for
your support. Today, | amjoined by ny nother Toni ny wfe,
Deborah, and our five-year-old son Jack. Deborah and | net
on Capitol H Il ten years ago and the marvel ous Ms. Mzol
is an outstanding wife and nother, and her daily sacrifices
have enabl ed ne to continue pursuing a career in public
service, including this potential role.

| amgrateful to Secretary Hegseth for selecting nme at
t he begi nning of the second Trunp adm nistration to perform

the duties of the departnment's CTO position and then the
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deputy CTO position upon the Honorable Em| M chael's
confirmati on and as a senior advisor to the Honorable Em |
M chael now.

In addition to ny congressional roles, performng these
senior roles has provided me with significant insight into
and experience shapi ng R&E' s budget and progranms. Perhaps
nost inportant, they have given ne greater appreciation for
t he technol ogi cal chal | enges facing the departnent.

Make no m stake, the United States is running a race
agai nst China for 21st century technol ogi cal supremacy. As
the departnent's CTO R&E plays a critical role in ensuring
the DOD helps the United States win this race.

Congress has charged R&E wi th establishing policy on
supervi sing and uni fyi ng def ense research and engi neeri ng
i ncluding tech devel opnent and transition. This
congressi onal mandate shapes what | believe constitute four
significant areas for R&E.

First, ensuring the departnent's R&D budget is w sely
I nvested and aligned to the departnent's priorities. From
basi c research to devel opnental tests, R&E faces the
form dabl e task of overseeing and vectoring in the right
direction over $150 billion in the R&D budget annually
spread across hundreds of prograns and thousands of
proj ects.

Second, in alignnment with President Trunp's Al action
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pl an, making the departnent an Al-first organization from
the enterprise level to the tactical edge.

Third, inproving the speed of tech devel opnent and
transition into operational capabilities. It is inportant
that the departnent and R&E not nmiss the opportunity to
| everage the explosion of private capital invested into
def ense technol ogy.

And, fourth, serving as the trusted source of unbi ased,
deep technical expertise across the departnent, R&E should
continue to be the office that senior |eaders continue to
turn to when needing to nmake i nformed technical decisions
and hard choi ces.

At the macro level, | viewthe role of deputy under
secretary in sinple terns -- help the departnent catch up
and surpass China and ot her adversaries and potenti al
opponents in critical technol ogy areas where we may have
fallen behind, and widen our lead in the areas where we
remai n ahead.

To me, that is peace through strength defined in terns
of technol ogical overmatch. |If confirmed, | |look forward to
assi sting Under Secretary M chael carry out his duties in
concert with Secretary Hegseth's vision.

Thank you again for the opportunity and | ook forward to
your questi ons.

[ The prepared statenment of M. Mazol follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, M. Mazol.

Senator Cotton w ||

Ander son.

16

now be recogni zed to introduce M.
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STATEMENT OF HON. TOM COTTON, U.S. SENATOR FROM
ARKANSAS

Senator Cotton: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| am honored to introduce to the commttee a true
American patriot and the nom nee for Assistant Secretary of
War for Special Operations and Low Intensity Conflict,
Derrick Anderson

Derrick and | first crossed paths nore than a decade
ago. W each served at the Od Guard of Arlington. Derrick
has al so served our nation honorably while in the 3rd
Infantry Division and later during his tinme with the 5th
Special Forces Group and nore recently in the Washi ngton,
D.C., Arny National QGuard.

Throughout his tine in the mlitary, Derrick received
nunmer ous awards including a Bronze Star nmedal, a NATO nedal,
and a Meritorious Service nedal. He also earned nmultiple
honors and recognitions including the Ranger Tab, the
Speci al Forces Tab, and the Master Parachutist Badge.

| also worked with Derrick on legislation to rectify
previ ously unknown weapons systemflaws that jeopardi ze the
safety of our nen and wonen in uniform Through these
efforts, | saw how deeply Derrick cared about the brave nen
and wonen of our mlitary and their famlies.

Derrick has continued to dedicate his tine and his

talents to his fellow Anericans, nost recently in the Wite
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House as the acting assistant secretary of the Arny for
Manpower and Reserve Affairs and earlier as a director of
counterterrorismat the National Security Council.

Thr oughout his career, Derrick's dedication to our
great nation has been evident and | am pl eased to support
his nom nation. | strongly encourage ny coll eagues to do
t he sane.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much, Senator Cotton.

Now, M. Anderson, your opening statenent, sir.

18
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STATEMENT OF MR- DERRI CK M ANDERSQN, TO BE ASSI STANT
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR SPECI AL OPEARATI ONS AND LOW
| NTENSI TY CONFLI CT

M. Anderson: M. Chairman, Ranking Menber Reed,
di stingui shed nenbers of the Armed Services Commttee, thank
you for the opportunity to appear before you today as the
nom nee to serve as the Assistant Secretary of War for
Special Qperations in LowIntensity Conflict. It is an
exceptional personal honor to be considered for this role.

| would like to begin by expressing ny deep gratitude
for the trust and confidence that President Trunp has pl aced
In me to once again serve our great nation. | would also
| i ke to express ny gratitude to Vice President Vance,
Secretary of War Hegseth, and Under Secretary Col by for
their support and confidence.

| very much appreciated ny engagenents with you and
your staffs over the |ast weeks and, if confirnmed, | | ook
forward to deepening this rel ationship.

Specifically to Senator Cotton, a fellow nenber of the
A d Guard, thank you for the years of nmentorship. | am
sincerely blessed to have your support and truly appreciate
t he i ntroduction.

To ny friends and famly who have joined ne here today
to include those who are unable to nake it but supported ne

t hroughout ny life and career, thank you.
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To my nom and grandma, | cannot thank you enough for
the | ove and support and inspiration that you have given ne
to allow ne the opportunities | have today. | do not think
that any of us could have predicted sone 40 years ago as we
drove across the hills of West Virginia to Virginia that we
woul d be sitting here today.

To ny fellow Green Beret and grandfather, thank you for
pushing ne at every juncture in nmy career. De Qoppresso
Li ber.

And nost inportantly, to ny fiancé Maggie who is
sitting behind nme, an acconplished attorney and Arny
Reservist in her own right. You have sacrificed so nmuch for
me to pursue ny dreanms. You continue to be ny rock and best
friend. Thank you, sweetheart.

Lastly, | want to thank the nen and wonen of the United
States mlitary past and present whose courage and
dedication inspire all of us every day. My commtnent to
this role is rooted in ny famly's long |ineage of mlitary
servi ce.

My father served in the Arny as an MP and ny
stepbrother in Afghanistan as a U.S. Marine. Two of ny
uncl es served as U. S. Marines and two of ny great-uncles
served as Arny infantrynmen in Vietnam including nmy uncle
Bl um who earned a Bronze Star and a Purple Heart.

9/ 11 changed the trajectory of my life. | joined ROTC
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at Virginia Tech, becane the first person in ny famly to
earn a college degree. As an infantry officer, | earned ny
Ranger Tab and i mredi ately deployed to Irag for 15 nonths as
part of the surge.

Following ny tine at the 3rd Infantry Reginent, the Add
Guard, where | |led over 150 funerals in Arlington National
Cenetery, | earned ny Geen Beret, |eading two Speci al
Forces ODAs and two conpanies as an XO over the course of
five deploynents including Bahrain, Jordan, Lebanon, I|srael,
and Af ghani st an.

Following ny tine on active duty, | earned a | aw degree
from Georgetown University, clerked for two federal judges,
and worked at one of the nation's top law firns, all while
serving in the National Guard.

If confirmed, | will be the Secretary of War's
principal civilian advisor for special operations in |ow
Intensity conflict matters. | believe ny background makes
me qualified because | understand from various points of
vi ew what the Special QOperations conmunity requires to be
successful .

It al so hel ps that many of my colleagues | grew up in
the SOF community continue to serve. VWile | remain
accountable to the President, Secretary, and Congress, ny
SOF brothers and sisters have ny nunber and they will 100

percent hold ne accountabl e.
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Terrorists and nefarious actors did not wake up on
January 21st and say, Anerica is now focused on X, Y, and Z
so we wll |eave themalone. This is why the Speci al
Operations enterprise nust be flexible, agile, and resource
cogni zant .

While we are no longer at war in the traditional sense
in places |ike Iraq and Afghanistan, we nust build our
irregular warfare capabilities to deter, prevent, and be
prepared for the next conflict.

As such, SOCOM and ASW SO LI C have a unique task to
ensure that we find, fix, and finish those entities who
choose to target the United States so that we as a country
can focus on our long-termthreats.

Lastly, | recognize the inportance of working closely
with Congress. It is the honor of ny |life to be given this
opportunity to earn your trust and continue ny service to
our great nation.

I ook forward to respondi ng to your questions and
di scussing how we can work together to support the service
menbers, civilians, and famlies who nmake up the Speci al
Qperations conmmunity.

Thank you.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Anderson follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, M. Anderson.
Congratul ati ons on your testinony and your nom nation,
and congratul ati ons on your engagenent. Have you set a

dat e?

M. Anderson: W do, Senator. W have it in Novenber.

Chai rman Wcker: Very good. You know, it is a felony
to lie to the Congress.

[ Laught er. ]

Chai rman Wcker: So we expect you to keep that.

Now, M. Moring, please top that. You are recognized,

23

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATEMENT OF MR. PLATTE B. MORING I 11, TO BE | NSPECTOR
CENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

M. Mring: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman W cker, Ranki ng Menber Reed, distingui shed
menbers of the committee, good norning. Thank you for the
opportunity to appear before you today as the President's
nom nee to serve as Inspector CGeneral of the departnent.

It is a high honor and distinct privilege to be
considered for this role.

First and forenost, | recognize nmy wife Susan w t hout
whose | ove and support | would not be here today. W
daughter Leigh and her Navy veteran husband Bl ake are seated
behi nd ne today and are a trenendous source of encouragenent
and ki nd assistance. M son WIliamserves as a nental
heal th counsel or in Denver, Colorado, and could not be with
us here today.

I would also Iike to acknowl edge the cadets and ny
former students at the C tadel who nade the journey to the
nation's Capitol to witness this nost inportant advice and
consent process.

The notto of the Citadel is honor, duty, and respect.

If confirmed, I wll continue to uphold these core values as
the I nspector GCeneral.

| amgrateful to the President for the special trust

and confidence he has placed in ne by this nomnation. | am
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al so thankful to the Secretary for his endorsenent.

In preparation for today's hearing, | have given
consi derabl e thought to the role of the Ofice of Inspector
General and ny approach to the fulfillnment of its m ssion of
pronoting econony, efficiency, and effectiveness in
depart ment prograns.

In this reflection | was led to the oft-quoted Bible
verse from M cah chapter 6 verse 8. "Wat does the Lord
require of you? To act justly, to love nercy, and to wal k
hunbl y. "

This verse is a call to action, enphasizing the
| nportance of justice, nercy, and humlity in one's
relationships. |If confirmed, this verse will instruct ny
performance of this very inportant position.

I will painstakingly pursue the facts of each natter
with the intent on achieving justice and accountability
Wi thin the departnment. At the sane tine, if confirned, |
w Il extend professional courtesy to all departnent
enpl oyees with the ideal of preserving their dignity,
respect, and constitutional rights in the conduct of
i npactful audits, evaluations, inspections, and reviews.

I wll, if confirmed, strive to remain transparent,
open, hel pful, considerate, resilient, and nost of all,

I ndependent. M commtnent to the departnent is rooted in

ny famly's long lineage of patriotic service to our nation.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

My multiple generation great-grandfather and his
brot her signed the Tryon Resolves in 1775 prior to the
adoption of the Declaration of |ndependence, vow ng to take
up arns and risk their lives and fortunes in maintaining the
freedomin the North Carolina col ony.

O her distant relatives served on the Continental Line
and North Carolina mlitia during the Revol utionary War and
the War of 1812. Both ny grandfathers served our country in
the Arny and Merchant Marines in World War |I. M father and
father-in-law both served in occupi ed Germany and Austria
following Worid War I1.

It has been ny lifelong intent to continue this
tradition of service to our great nation. To that end, ny
career has involved a variety of experience which, if
confirmed, prepared nme to take on this new appoi nt nent.

| have been enployed in the executive branch, judicial
branch, private |aw practice, the mlitary, and teaching | aw
school and coll ege courses. The primary focus of ny |egal
work in private practice and the Departnent of Justice was
the investigation and prosecution of fraud.

On active duty with the U.S. Arny in Afghani stan, ny
duty assignnment was rule of law officer for Qperation
Enduring Freedom devel oping a constitutional crim nal
procedure code and judicial systemfor that war-torn

country.
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If confirmed, it will be my honor to protect and
advance the O fice of the Inspector General in support of
the Constitution of the United States of Anerica, the nen
and wonen of the departnment, and the great citizens of this
country.

If confirmed, | also pledge to work with this commttee
and Congress to ensure that the legislative branch is fully
i nformed of the activities of the Ofice of Inspector
Gener al .

Thank you again for your tine today at this hearing,
and | wel cone your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of M. Mring follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you for that fine testinony.

Were the Tryon Resol ves signed before or after the
Hal i f ax Resol ves?

M. Mring: They were the first, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. N ce to know.

And, Ms. Davies, you are now recogni zed for your

openi ng st atenent.
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STATEMENT OF Ms. KIRSTEN A. DAVIES, TO BE CHI EF
| NFORVATI ON OFFI CER OF THE DEPARTIENT OF DEFENSE

Ms. Davies: Good norning, Chairman W cker, Ranking
Menber Reed, and distingui shed nenbers of the commttee.
Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today as
t he nom nee to serve as the chief information officer of the
Departnent of War.

| am deeply grateful to President Trunp for this honor
and for his confidence in me, and I amthankful to Secretary
Hegseth for his trust.

I first want to recogni ze many treasured people
supporting ne today: ny dear friends who have traveled to be
I n person here, ny dad who served in the 8th Arny Boat
Det achnent during Vi etnam watching from hone due to his
heal th, ny dear cousin, extended fam |y nenbers, brother,
and cl ose friends watching online right now M nom ny
great est supporter, is peering over the bal cony of heaven.

Finally, | amthankful beyond words for the presence
today and grace of nmy Lord and Savi or Jesus Christ.

Peopl e know ne as a | eader with a uni que bl end of heart
and head. | am passionate about the work |I do, solving
conpl ex problens, and acconplishing what nmany cl ai ned woul d

be i npossi bl e.

| am pur pose driven and excel |l ence focused. | also
| ead anal ytically using data-driven insights. | am precise
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when planning, agile in delivery, and drive neasurable
results. | bring an extensive background in industry. | am
unique as | have nulti vertical experience across

mul ti nati onal and Fortune 500 conpani es, sone of industry's

| ar gest and nost conpl ex networks and supply chains.

For nearly two decades | have | ed change, transform ng
organi zations for the digital age, building cyber defenses,
tackling tech debt, and innovating at scale.

| have applied key principles across ny career that, if
confirmed, | will also bring to the departnent. Build a
strong culture, ignite a bias for action, and |l ead with and
drive accountability.

Waile living in Africa to establish one of the |argest
banks on the continent, | |ed end-to-end security,
resilience, and anti-fraud operations, building the cyber
program and a cyber skills acadeny from scratch.

| co-led broad tech noderni zation, extensive mgration
to the cloud, and tech innovations. President Trunp has set
the charge for Anmerica to domnate in innovation, especially
Al , ahead of our adversari es.

Digital transformati on and data optim zation are
critical building blocks for Al. | have successfully |led
this work at scale and am a known i nnovator.

For a consuner goods conglonmerate with a footprint in

190 countries, | led cybersecurity and tech risk reduction
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across enterprise I T, R&D, nmanufacturing, and the gl obal
supply chain. | spearheaded a cultural novenent to enbed
cybersecurity as a safety requirenent fromthe top floor to
the shop floor, a massive shift for manufacturing.

Secretary Hegseth recently said, "Cyber will be a part

of every single way that we plan and | ook at the world." If
confirmed, | wll passionately drive this forward.
For a 3 obal 50 manufacturing giant | led a nulti-year

transformati on across information security, elimnating
excessive policies, dismantling ivory tower silos, and

col l aborating on what is now arguably the | eadi ng approach
to industrial control system security.

Chal I engi ng the status quo and gracefully enpl oyi ng
targeted constructive disruption are necessary for
noder ni zati on and i nnovation. These are hall marks of ny
car eer.

America's warfighter readiness and lethality depend
upon secure, resilient, nodernized systens and i nnovative
technical and cyber capabilities. The departnent has
chall enges to overcone. It is weighed dowmm with | egacy
systens and unoptim zed dat a.

There are great people but at today's speed of change
skills nust constantly be refreshed and future fit. New
entrants with innovative tech solutions struggle with red

tape and | ack of access.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Cyber attacks are pervasive and Anerica's adversaries
are notivated and capable to inflict nassive inpact, and
there is little deterrence.

Great change is needed in this tinme and in this hour.

If confirmed, my priorities will be to actively address tech
debt at the departnment, surgically prioritizing
noderni zation initiatives which support readiness.

I wll work across the departnent to enbed the buil ding
bl ocks of Al, supporting data supremacy and deci sion
dom nance for our warfighters, partners, and allies.

I will forge the next generation of industry tech and
cyber partnerships. | wll work across the departnent and
I nteragency to catal yze cyber deterrence and | wll bring
the voice of the warfighter into the very DNA of the Ofice
of the QO

Thank you for considering nmy nomnation. | [|ook
forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of Ms. Davies follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Thanks to all three of you. At this
point, | ask -- thanks to all four of you -- | ask you to
answer at the sane tinme these questions that we have to ask
all of our civilian nomnees. So just a yes or no.

Have you adhered to applicable | aws and regul ati ons
governing conflicts of interest?

[All nom nees answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Have you assuned any duties or taken
any actions that woul d appear to presune the outcone of the
confirmati on process?

[AIl nom nees answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: Exercising our |legislative and
oversight responsibilities makes it inportant that this
committee, its subcommttees, and other appropriate
comrittees of Congress receive testinony, briefings,
reports, records, and other information fromthe executive
branch on a tinely basis.

Do you agree, if confirnmed, to appear and testify
before this commttee when requested?

[All nom nees answer in the affirmative. ]

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provide records,
docunents, and el ectronic comunications in a tinmely manner
when requested by this conmttee, its subconmttees, or
ot her appropriate commttees of Congress, and to consult

Wi th the requester regarding the basis for any good-faith

33
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delay or denial in providing such records?

[All nom nees answer in the affirmative.]

Chai rman Wcker: WIIl you ensure that your staff
conplies with deadlines established by this commttee for
t he production of records, reports, and other information,
including tinmely responding to hearing questions for the
record?

[All nom nees answer in the affirmative.]

Chairman Wcker: WIIl you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

[All nom nees answer in the affirmative.]

Chairman Wcker: WIIl those wi tnesses and briefers be
protected fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

[All nom nees answer in the affirmative. ]

Chai rman Wcker: kay. That concludes those standard
questions and so now | recognize nyself for five mnutes for
I ndi vi dual questi ons.

But let ne ask this of all four of you. Mich of the
funding for the Defense Reconciliation Bill is unspecific
and will technically be at the discretion of the departnent,
t hough we have provi ded reconmendati ons for them

A quick yes or no fromeach of you begi nni ng down here,
M. Mring. Do you conmt to follow ng the Congress'

spendi ng recommendations in defense reconciliation
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unequi vocal | y?

M. Mring: Yes, M. Chairman.
Chai rman Wcker: M. Davies?
Ms. Davies: Yes, M. Chairman.
Chairman Wcker: M. Mazol?

M. Muzol: Yes, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: M. Anderson?

M. Anderson: Yes, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: M. Davies, the departnent has
historically struggled to adopt information technol ogy at
t he speed of relevance. For exanple, software applications
can take anywhere fromfour nonths to two years to go
through all the required security and conpliance processes
at DCD.

| am encouraged by the various initiatives |ike
Sof tware Fast Track and others that the departnent announced
| ast year that delivery of neaningful change is the key.

So how woul d you | everage your sonmewhat uni que
experience to give us a quantumleap in making this
acconpl i shnent ?

Ms. Davies: Chairman Wcker, thank you for the tinme we
spent in your office in preparation for this.

Chairman Wcker: Just -- mouth closer to the
m cr ophone.

Ms. Davies: Thank you. Right there? |Is that better?
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Chairman Wcker: That is nmuch better.

Ms. Davies: Thank you very nuch. Thank you for the
time we spent in your office, Chairnan.

This is a very inportant topic. You are right over the
target on this one. Speed, innovation, and agility are
hal | marks in industry that we see. W run the clock based
upon quarterly revenue and projections and things like that.

In ny history inroles | have driven a |lot of the bias
for action. |If confirmed, the principles that I will bring
tothis role are a ot of what | have denonstrated in ny
past .

So the agility for speed, driving principles of
adoption, interoperability, | believe is actually quite
critical for the departnment across the software applications
t hensel ves, and | | ook forward to partnering with you on
this very inportant subject.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. W are really -- we are going
to expect a change fromthe departnent in that regard. So
you have got your marchi ng orders.

M. Anderson, thanks for your service. You will play a
key role in ensuring U S. Special Operations Forces are
trained and equi pped to deal with what we are facing now.
What | essons have we | earned from Ukraine, Israel, and other
ongoi ng conflicts, sir.

M. Anderson: Senator, thank you for that question.
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Spending tine in that area, as a fornmer G een Beret |
can tell you we have a | ot of great networks and
opportunities within that region.

We are constantly learning fromthe Ukraini ans
specifically in the operations when it is dealing with the
counter UAS/ UAV systens, Senator, and we are al so seeing
some of the technol ogies that Israel is able to provide.

So, if confirned, Senator, | think those connections
and ability to be able to work with our counterparts and
enpowering themas well will be critical for the speci al
operations community to be successful.

Chai rman Wcker: To what extent is it a major factor
that in both of those instances -- and | was not limting ny
guestion sinply to thembut in both of those instances the
defenders are fighting for their own soil -- their own | and?

M. Anderson: Yes, Senator. Wat has been very
I nteresting, again, not being in the position but
understanding it from open source and having friends that
have operated in the area, one of the interesting things
specifically that we have noticed and been able to |learn
from one, the Wkrainians are fighting on their own soil
right, which nmakes it a very different operational
envi ronnent .

Additionally, when we talk to the counter UAS and the

UAV systens, one of the things that we have seen and | have
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seen is their ability to adopt and nake their UAV systens at
a cheaper price. | can tell you as -- in ny background as
an operator we used ol der, hunkier, nore expensive drone
syst ens.

They are able to do it cheaper and faster, and | think
that that is a huge | esson | earned that the Speci al
Operations community could push forward.

Chai rman Wcker: They can innovate because they have
to, and I will make this observation -- and I will not ask
you to agree.

But it is significant to nme that in both of those
situations they are being opposed by larger efforts |ed by
peopl e who claimthat neither of those countries have a
right to exist and | think that is very significant. Thank
you very much for your answers.

And, M. Reed, you are now recogni zed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairman.

M. Mring, welconme. | think the President has nade a
very wi se choice. You have such extensive experience -- and
| thank you for your service -- particularly as the command

j udge advocate and rule of law officer in Operation Enduring
Freedom

You had to face the reality of very difficult decisions
about does the |aw overcone command and et cetera. Can you

el aborate on that? |If you are confronted with a probl em

38
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that the adm nistration or anybody wants to pursue and you
find | egal objections you have an obligation, |I presune, to
say you cannot do that. |Is that fair?

M. Moring: Thank you, Chairman, Ranking Menber Reed,
for the opportunity to coment on that issue, and |
appreciate the tine that you spent with ne in your office
yest erday di scussi ng sone of these issues.

There is inevitably going to be conflict in the conduct
of the O fice of the Inspector General. | inmagine there
will be tines where there will be disagreenents just as |
experi enced when | was a rule of law officer in Afghanistan,
and the best way to resolve those conflicts is by neeting
face to face with the individuals with which we di sagree and
try to find sonme common ground, and | did that in
Af ghani stan in a conbat situation not even speaking the sane
| anguage as the people that | was trying to work toward a
consensus.

And | wll try to carry that sanme perspective into ny
role, if confirmed, as |Inspector General.

Senator Reed: Well, | think that is exactly the right
approach. But there are a few tinmes when you cone to a
situation where your -- the chain of command nay di sregard
your best |egal advice and that puts you in quite a dil emm,
| woul d assune.

But that is sonmething you are going to have to be
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consci ous of every nonent as you go forward and | think you
know that. So, thank you.

Ms. Davies, you have an extraordi nary background. |
mean, it is -- you have been everywhere and done everyt hing
when it cones to cyber. One of the areas you are going to
encounter is classified programs, which is sonething | do
not think you have a | ot of experience.

Can you give us an idea of how you are going to
approach this issue of the classified prograns that you deal
with?

Ms. Davies: Ranking Menber Reed, thank you for the
opportunity to neet with you yesterday and al so to expand on
this.

In my history | have dealt not with classified prograns
froma governnent perspective -- however, with very
sensitive information, detailed intellectual property,
health care information, things |ike that.

The approach that | wll take will be simlar, if
confirmed, to what | have done in the past, which is a risk-
based approach and what that neans is when you have data
net wor ks, systens, that are extraordinarily nore sensitive,
or in the governnent case classified, as to public systens
and public networks there is a different approach.

You put the shoul der of security nuch nore rigorously

and proactively behind those things that are significantly
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nore cl assified.

| have extensive experience in this and, if confirned,
| wll bring that principled approach to that as well.

Senat or Reed: Thank you.

Ms. Davies, you just indicated -- excuse ne, M.

Ander son, you just indicated to Chairman Wcker that you
wi Il provide reports and information if required and al so
followthe lawin terns of the statutory requirenents to

I nform Congress, and there are a nunber of legally required
notifications including operational actions in the Speci al
For ces.

Do you commt to followi ng these? Because, frankly, as
| said in ny opening remarks, we have not received the kind
of detailed information that we should and | woul d hope that
you woul d take that seriously.

Your comrents, please?

M. Anderson: Ranking Menber Reed, |ike ny coll eagues
| want to thank you again for taking the tine to neet in
your office and have di scussions, and you have ny
commitnent, if confirmed, as the Assistant Secretary of War
for Special Operations and LowIntensity Conflict that |
will follow all applicable |aws.

Senat or Reed: Well, thank you very nuch. Wen you go
in | think you should | ook at the situation because that is

not happening now, in ny perspective. So, please.
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And the other factor, too, of course, | alluded to but
we can follow up with questions is our operations in the
Cari bbean have to be anal yzed not just operationally but
al so | egal ly.

Thank you very nuch.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Reed: And, M. Muzol, | have questions for
you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed.

Senat or Rounds?

Senat or Rounds: Thank you, M. Chairman. First, |et
me begin by thanking all of you for your offer of service to
our country.

M. Mazol and Ms. Davies, | have discussed the spectrum
wWith you privately, but as | promsed | would also like to
ask you about it in this public forum

| have heard fromover 30 senior DOD officials in
heari ngs over the past two years, including the Secretary of
Def ense, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, every service chief,
and ei ght conbatant commanders that vacating or sharing the
3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz band of the el ectromagnetic spectrum
woul d have an extrenely detrinental inpact on our
war fighting capabilities.

The Departnent of the Navy al one estinmated that

rel ocating their systens to a different spectrum band woul d
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cost them $250 billion and take, perhaps, 20 years.
Secretary Hegseth has said that he would go to the nmat when
necessary for spectrum capabilities that he believes are an
absol ute requirenent for the DOD and the nen and wonen in
uni form

Does the departnent have capabilities which require the
3.1 to the 3.45 gigahertz and the 7.4 to the 8.4 gigahertz
bands of the spectrumthat would play a critical role in a
conflict with the PRC?

M. Mazol: Yes.

Senat or Rounds: Ms. Davi es?

Ms. Davies: Senator Rounds, | amnot fully briefed on
this. | amaware of the critical bands that do need to be
protected. |If confirnmed, | |ook forward to being fully

bri efed and al so supporting the President and the Secretary
in national security needs for those spectrum

Senator Rounds: |If confirnmed, will you speak out and
defend the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz and the 7.4 to 8.4
gi gahertz bands of the spectrumif there are attenpts to
force other federal or conmercial users into those bands in
a way that inpacts DOD capabilities?

M. Mazol: Yes, Senator.

Ms. Davies: Yes, Senator.

Senator Rounds: Thank you. M. Mazol, | also want to

ask you one final followup on spectrumas it pertains to
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architecture require increased usage of the 3.1 to 3.45
gi gahertz band of the spectrum across the United States?

M. Mazol: Senator, | would defer on the specifics to
General M ke Guetlein who is the direct reporting program
manager for Gol den Done.

But as | look at the President's executive order, his
vision for Golden Done, and the exacting requirenments in
t hat executive order, | cannot inmagine a situation where we
woul d need | ess access and | ess frequent access to spectrum
in the bands that you descri bed.

Senator Rounds: It would be fair to say then, and |
think that forcing the departnent to share the | ower three
and the seven and ei ght bands of the spectrumin a
suboptimal way it woul d negatively inpact the Gol den Done.

Is that what you are saying to us today?

M. Mazol: Senator, that is what | am saying.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

M. Mazol, we have al so discussed the inportance of
integrating Al into DOD capabilities throughout the joint
force.

Do you agree that integrating Al-enabled systens and

capabilities is essential to developing a superior kill web
to the PRC and that whichever side has a superior kill web
is nore likely to prevail in a conflict?
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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M. Mazol: Senator, | absolutely agree with that
assessnent and | will just say that since | have been in the
departnent since the beginning of the adm nistrati on and
becone famliar with this technology that | believe that the
US mlitary that is forged in the white heat of the Al
revolution is going to be nuch different than the force that
we have today.

Senator Rounds: | agree.

M. Anderson, the SCOF-space-cyber triad presents a
power ful operational synergy but integrating these
capabilities across different commands can be chal |l engi ng.

What are the biggest hurdles to full synchronization
and how do we overcone thenf?

M. Anderson: Senator, | want to first thank you for
the question and for the opportunity to speak to you about
some of these issues in your office. | believe that triad
of cyber, space, and the Special Operations comunity has a
uni que opportunity specifically when we | ook at the
I nformati on operations.

You know, we talk about how SOF provides a val ue
proposition, but if we are not -- if the departnent is not
wor ki ng in conjunction within those three realns we wll be
| eaving a ot on the table when it cones to assets and
opportunities.

So, if confirmed, Senator, it will be a priority of
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mne to work with ny counterparts in the departnment within
the cyber and within the space community to make sure we
have that synergy.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Rounds.

Senat or Ki ng?

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman.

There seens to be sone confusion this norning because
several of you nentioned that you were going to work for a
departnent that does not exist.

The nane of the departnent is the Departnent of
Def ense. That was established in the National Security Act
of 1947, anended in 1949. | wll comend to you 10 U. S. C
Section 111.

If that nane of that departnment is going to be changed
it has to start right here. Congress has established the
name of the departnent. It is the Departnent of Defense and
| hope that you understand that that is who you are going to
work for, not sonme other departnent that several of you
menti oned in your testinony.

M. Moring, you are being appointed to a position that
Is an anomaly in any governnent -- that is, an independent
wat chdog over the governnent itself, and | guess ny first
guestion is do you need this job because your predecessor

was sumarily fired wthout cause and w thout the
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statutorily required notice to Congress?

So wll you take the necessary actions to | ook at
waste, fraud, and abuse and abuse of illegal actions by the
departnent in your job w thout fear of retribution?

M. Mring: Yes, Senator, I will in an independent and
obj ective manner as required by the statute.

Senator King: And you understand that that is a solemm
obl i gati on because we cannot be in the departnent every day.

We cannot be in touch with whistleblowers, people that are
of concern.

You are perform ng an essential function in the
departnent and | believe that you are emnently qualified to
do so and | think you understand that responsibility.

But | would like a renewal of that comm tnent of
i ndependence, fearl essness, and calling themas you see
t hem

M. Mring: Senator King, as we discussed in your
office yesterday, you have ny commtnent to be everything
that you just descri bed.

It has been a hallmark of ny |legal career to provide
i ndependent, unbi ased | egal advice whether it is to a
client, a commander, or the general counsel of the
depart nent.

Senator King: And | believe you will do that and that

is -- for that reason | am going to be supporting your
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nom nati on.

M. Anderson, what is the authority for the |ethal
strikes on the ships in the Cari bbean that have recently
been carried out by the adm nnistration that | believe would
fall under your jurisdiction and the new position you are
bei ng nom nated for?

M. Anderson: Senator, | appreciate the question.

I was not involved in the operation nor do I know any
of the details but what | have seen on the news in small
clips, Senator.

What | can tell you is in ny capacity as a Geen Beret
| understand the conplexities of operations, planning
operations, and all the different factors. But, again,
Senator, | was not involved init. | feel as if it would be
slightly irresponsible of ne --

Senator King: But do you not think one of the early
t hi ngs that you should assess -- you listed all those
things. The first is, is this a legal action of the United
St ates governnent? Wuld that not be part of your
cal cul ati on?

M. Anderson: Senator, again, | was not involved in
t hat operation

Senator King: | understand that but | amtalking in
the future. You may be in this job in three weeks and be

ordered to strike another ship in the Cari bbean. Are you
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going to ask a question about what is the |egal authority
for that strike?

M. Anderson: Senator, certainly, and even in ny
capacity as a Geen Beret team | eader on the ground we
al ways had | egal opines and | egal chops on our operations.

So, if confirmed, Senator, | will conmply with all |aws,
regul ati ons, and ensure that we have input fromall portions
of the departnent.

Senator King: And nmake no m stake, | have been urging
in this conmttee for years stronger interdiction of drug
snmuggl ing com ng in through the southern ocean.

But interdiction is different than a lethal strike and
| think it is just a question of what is the authority. W
shoul d have notification back and forth to Congress. That
is the way this process is supposed to work under the War
Powers Act and under the Constitution.

It is our job to declare war and it is the President's
job to be the commander in chief. So I hope you will take
that question seriously and it would be one of the first |
hope you | ook into should you be confirnmed for this
posi tion.

M. Mazol, you and | discussed it -- | think you have
one of the nost inportant jobs in the United States
governnment and that is thinking about the next war, and we

have been woefully behind in things |ike hypersonic,
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directed energy and al so, frankly, drone technol ogy and
Ukr ai ne has proven that.

Tal k to nme about the inportance of additional
scientific research and supporting scientific research
t hroughout the departnent but al so throughout our ecosystem
of research including our universities.

If we lose the Al race we are sunk and the Al race is
based entirely on research and devel opnent, which is your
j ob.

M. Mazol: Senator, | had the opportunity this week to
visit with a couple of amazing Amrericans who were invol ved
in the Mdnight Hanmer Strike and | have reflected on the
fact that the technol ogy that was used to execute that
strike has its origins, all of it, in basic research, which
the departnent relies heavily on our universities to perform
as well as our defense | abs.

So you have ny comm tnent and certainly ny
under standi ng that the research that we do in our
uni versities and our | abs has real operational inpact and,
if confirmed, | amconmtted to ensuring that we have the
resources that we need in our universities and our | abs.

Senator King: The sinple fact is that the first
country to i nplenent the new technology is the one that w ns
the war. Your job is to be sure that is us.

Thank you, M. Chairman.
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Thank you, gentl enen.

Senator Scott?

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman.

First off, congratulations to each of you on your
nom nations. |If you |look at your backgrounds, you have
every ability to be very, very, very successful. So | |ook
forward to your confirmation and the great work you are
goi ng to do.

So one thing that has di sappointed nme since | have been
up here is the inability of our mlitary branches to perform
sonmet hing as sinple as an audit.

I am a business guy. | could not sell stock w thout an
audit. If I could not audit ny financials nobody would give
me a dinme. The banks would not |end nme noney. No
shar ehol der woul d i nvest.

I woul d have been kicked off the New York Stock
Exchange if | did not do an audit. So | do not -- | have no
conpr ehensi on of how sonebody can be the | eader of a branch
of the US. mlitary know ng your obligation is to do an
audit and you do not do it.

| am proud of the Marines. They are the one branch
that took it seriously, did their job. Wen they --
recently when they testified it was just night and day. The
Marines were absolutely commtted to whatever their

responsibility was. They got their stuff done.
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So, M. Moring, as the nom nee for the inspector
general at the Departnment of War, you wll oversee audits
and protect the departnent fromwaste, fraud, and abuse. So
why is it inportant for the Pentagon to pass an audit?

M. Moring: Thank you for the question, Senator Scott.

For all the reasons that you nentioned: accountability,
transparency, and responsibility to the taxpayer.

Senator Scott: So why are they not doing it? | nean,
why can conpanies all over this country do it and our
mlitary cannot do it? Wiy is that?

M. Mring: The systens in place that the conmponents
are using is not necessarily conpatible with the prograns
they use to do the necessary accounting processes, and in
order to correct that there has to be a departnent w de
effort, cooperation between the Secretary, the conptroller,
and ny office to enphasize that this commttee, this
Congress, has nmade it a statutory requirenent to produce a
clean audit by fiscal year 2028 and it will be, if I am
confirmed, a top priority of the Ofice of Inspector GCeneral
to help coordinate and col |l aborate on that effort.

Senator Scott: So even though it was an obligation,
the fact that -- so what you are saying is that we were not
even making progress to get it done and there has been no
accountability?

M. Mring: Fromwhat | have read publicly, every year
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there are recurring material deficiencies in the financial
statenents prepared by sone of the defense conponents. It
Is a nystery to ne why we have those recurring deficiencies
but I will direct the individuals in nmy office responsible
for the auditing process to try to better work with the
mlitary conponents to correct these material deficiencies
so that they can produce sound financial statenents and, in
turn, the Ofice of Inspector CGeneral can produce a clean
audi t.

Senator Scott: So going back to what Senator King was
tal ki ng about -- accountability -- do you feel confortable
that if you see that there is not the conmtnent to getting
it done you feel confortable you will be very direct to make
sure that people are going to be held accountable to get the
audi ts acconpl i shed?

M. Mring: Under the Inspector General Act, | am
supposed to have access to the Secretary frequently and |
w Il rmake that an agenda item each and every tine | neet
Wi th the Secretary.

Senator Scott: And when you -- and you will be
conpletely transparent with us if you do not believe we are
heading in the right direction or if sonebody is not doing
the job or we are not putting in the processes to get it
done?

M. Mring: Yes. Each step along the way if | see
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recurring material deficiencies, I wll make Congress and
particularly this commttee aware of it.

Senator Scott: Do you think -- do you have any fee
for howlong it is going to take you to conme up with a road
map to get there?

M. Mring: | do not, candidly, Senator. | am going
to have to neet with ny deputy inspector general for audit
and map that out.

Senator Scott: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Warren?

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman.

So, M. Moring, if you are confirmed as inspector
general you would be the Pentagon's top cop on the beat for
waste, fraud, and abuse of power. Governnent should work
for the people. That is sonething I think all of us should
agree on.

But President Trunmp has purged | Gs, including your
predecessor. So it is extra inmportant for us to understand
whet her or not you are going to be an independent watchdog
and one piece of that is holding big defense contractors
account abl e.

Now, in 2024, the DCD i nspector general reported that

Boei ng charged the Air Force unreasonabl e prices under the
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nore in the charge to DOD than was commercial ly avail abl e.
But we do not know the actual dollar anount.

Was that $80 or was that $8,000? Because the Air Force
-- we do not know how nuch they charge because the IG
redacted the actual dollar figures.

This kind of |ack of transparency fromthe |G hel ps
contractors hide how much they are price gouging the
mlitary and it nmakes it harder for all of us to do our job
on accountability.

So, M. Moring, if you are confirmed -- | amjust
follow ng up here on Senator Scott's question but with
specificity -- if you are confirmed will you commt to being
transparent with the Anerican peopl e about how much these
conpani es are overchargi ng DOD?

M. Mring: Senator Warren, it is a nystery to ne how
an $80 soap di spenser you can buy at Target Boeing sells to
t he departnent at $1, 500.

Senator Warren: Yeah. But | want to know that you are
going to report the actual nunbers and not black them out --

M. Mring: As nmuch --

Senator Warren: -- because you give us nore ability to
do oversight here. Can | get your comm tnent on that?

M. Mring: You can, and | will be as transparent as

the | aw al | ows.
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Senator Warren: Ckay. The law lets you put those
nunbers in there. There are no secrets in those nunbers.
So good. | amgoing to hold you to that.

Based on its investigation, the |G recomended
requiring contractors to fess up to DOD when they are hiking
prices and so this week | introduced a bipartisan bill, the
Transparency in Governnment Pricing Act, with Senators Ernst,
Slotkin, and G assley to do just that and | hope we are
going to be able to get this bill signed into |aw.

The I G has to be independent fromcontractors and from
DOD | eadership. At the bipartisan request of Chairnan
W cker and Ranki ng Menber Reed, the IGis investigating
whet her Secretary Hegseth inproperly disclosed classified
I nformati on on Signal.

Under law the 1G nmust report to the head of the agency
cases of, quote, "particularly serious or flagrant problens,
abuses, or deficiencies," close quote, and then the agency
head nmust report it to Congress within seven days.

You may be famliar -- this is called the seven-day
| etter and it has been used in both Republican and
Denocratic adm ni strati ons.

M. Mring, if confirmed, will you commt to issuing a
seven-day letter if you believe the Signal gate investigation
or any ot her work being conducted by your office is being
i nproperly interfered with?
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M. Mring: The short answer to your question,
Senator, is yes. The seven-day letter | have read in the
| nspector General Act is one of the tools in the tool boxes
avail able, the authorities Congress gave to the inspector
general to provide inforned --

Senator Warren: | appreciate that. You had ne at yes.

M. Mring: Ckay.

Senat or Warren: The DOD i nspector general nust act
I ndependently and that is what we are counting on here.

So let me get in one nore quick question. Earlier this
year Secretary Hegseth's office reportedly inplenented a new
policy requiring DOD officials to sign nondisclosure
agreenents before they can work on projects.

These kind of agreenents can have a chilling effect
which is why federal agencies are prohibited from
i mpl enenting NDAs wi t hout including an anti-gag provision to
prot ect whistl ebl owers.

Thi s | anguage infornms the enpl oyee that they still have
the right and obligation to report abuses to Congress and to
your office.

M. Mring, if you are confirnmed and your office |earns
that these NDAs violate the law will you nmake those findings
public as soon as possible and report to us about thenf

M. Mring: The short answer, Senator, is yes. | can

el aborate if you would Iike.
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an answer here and we can cl ose up.

Chai rman Wcker: Absolutely, and, of course, wtnesses
can supplenent their answers on the record.

Senat or Budd?

Senator Budd: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Mazol, good to see you. | enjoyed our tinme in the
of fice recently.

Chi na produces over 90 percent of the world's rare
earth magnets, which is critical -- it is a critical
vul nerability to our national security. North Carolina is
home to one of the only if not the only U S. conpanies
maki ng rare earth nagnets that are 100 percent decoupl ed
from Chi na

So |l aminterested in how, if confirmed, that you would
wor k through the Ofice of Strategic Capital and al ongsi de
the under secretary for acquisition and sustainnent to
ensure the critical supply chain.

M. Mazol: Thank you, Senator, and | really enjoyed
the time in the office.

Thank you for bringing up the Ofice of Strategic
Capital, which is a direct report to R& and OSC as its
first deal out of the gate was involved in the departnent's
Mount ai n Pass deal and provided a significant direct |oan as

part of that deal.
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So | think there are najor opportunities for OSCto
play a role, noting that the reconciliation bill devotes
significant funding for OSC credit subsidies in this regard.

| would also say that if confirmed | would | ook for
opportunities to work with entities |ike DARPA, another
direct report to R& that is doing very interesting work in
the critical mneral space.

Senat or Budd: Thank you. You nentioned sonme of those
other offices. There are nmultiple offices that report to
R&E that seek to innovate and advance technol ogies so you
are going to oversee a variety of units |ooking at energing
tech.

| amconcerned. | amall about the innovation but | am
concerned about duplication of effort as well. So, if
confirmed, in what ways woul d you encourage cooperation
anong these offices as well as others like DIU and Strategic
Capabilities Ofice to accel erate innovation and end
st ovepi pes but elimnate duplication?

M. Mazol: Well, Senator, | agree that coordination
bet ween R&E and ot her innovation entities that are both at
the OSD level and in the services is very inportant and, if
confirmed, you have ny commtnent to ensuring that we are
working with OSC and the Strategic Capabilities Ofice,

Def ense Innovation Unit, and others, neeting with them

regularly to nake sure -- understanding their portfolio of
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progranms to make sure there is no duplication of effort.

Senator Budd: Geat. Thanks so nuch.

M . Anderson, thanks for your service to our country.
When you served at U. S. Arny Special Operations Command in,
| think, sonme tinme in North Carolina you know it is hone to
nunmer ous SOF units that are vital to wi nning our next wars.

So as SOCOM recal ibrates its focus to irregular warfare
and operating within great power conpetition how do you
expect the SOCOM budget and force structure to change?

M. Anderson: Senator, first and forenost, thank you
for the opportunity to cone speak about this with you and
your office.

You know, as we discussed, the Special Operations
community -- Special QOperations Forces -- brings an
i nteresting value proposition to the departnent. One of the
things -- being a former operator who lived the CEF/OF tine
frame, you know, we had 20 years of war in places like Iraq
and Af ghani st an.

| do think this is a great opportunity for the Speci al
Qperations conmmunity to reeval uate thensel ves, how they are
structured, as we shift to the | NDOPACOM fi ght.

| would say that there is another uni que opportunity
here where we can go back to sonme of our irregular warfare
capabilities.

| mentioned nmy grandfather in the beginning of this.
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You know, he is one of those -- | will not say old too | oud
but old G een Berets. That was one of the snake-eater
generati on where, you know, we had our G een Berets going to
pl aces |i ke Laos and Canbodi a and buil ding up forces,

| eavi ng, and havi ng t hem conduct operati ons.

So, at the end of the day, in the Special Operations
comunity we are attenpting to work our way out of a job
and, if confirnmed, those are sone of the priorities that |
woul d put forward, Senator.

Senator Budd: Thank you. In the information
operations it is a space that the Chinese have prioritized
and are clearly |everaging to gain an advantage over us to
per suade | ocal populations to not -- but here is the
guestion. So what role can SOF play in information warfare
to counter our adversaries?

M. Anderson: Yes, Senator. Thank you for that.

I nformation operations has to be integrated into our
Special Qperations in order to conbat adversaries |ike
Chi na.

What | can say froma high level is that while we m ght
not necessarily win a conflict with O we can certainly | ose
it, and it is very critical that the Special Operations
community one of the biggest values that we have or one of
t he biggest things we have that are a benefit is truth

wi thin the Special Operations community, within the United
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St at es.

I think that that builds incredible credibility with
our partners. So as we shift to the | NDOPACOM using that
credibility of those years of working with our partners is
going to be absolutely critical as we nove forward with our
i nformati on operations.

Senator Budd: Thank you. Thank you all.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Budd.

Senator Budd, in your opinion was the Tryon Resol ves
the first declaration of independence in the colonies or the
Hal i fax Resol ves? You represent both counties.

Senator Budd: | amgoing to have to go back and take a
pol | on that one.

[ Laughter. ]

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Thank you very
much.

And, Senator Slotkin, you are recognized.

Senator Slotkin: Thank you, Chairman.

Wel come to all of you

M. Anderson, | want to follow up on the conversations
about these ships that the U S. fired upon in the | ast
coupl e of weeks w thout clear explanation.

We have not been briefed up here. W have not had a
hearing on this, and the full video of the encounters have

not been rel eased.
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Back in April we had the acting SO LIC director here,
the man who was filling the job you are now applying for,
and | told himwhat | will tell you. | have no problemwth
t hese groups being designated foreign terrori st
or gani zati ons.

Fentanyl is killing just as nany people, if not nore,
as any terrorist group we have ever seen. But | do have a
problemw th the | ack of transparency and potentia
viol ations of international |aw

The U.S. governnment has a way of interdicting ships.
You know this. The U S. Coast Guard uses patrol boats and
helicopters. They are able to shoot out a notor and di sable
the vehicle, board it, and then indict all those peopl e,
grab all those people.

Show everyone all the drugs that they have secured.
They did this back in April. The Coast Guard seized 76, 000
pounds of drugs off of ships in one encounter and showed all

of that to the worl d.

And | guess ny question is, you know, you will be
informing the chain of conmand. You will have a role. You
will be an inportant voice in that conversation, and we are

hearing that there are individual folks in uniforminvolved
i n these operations who are now asking for |egal cover in
t hese operations because they believe that they potentially

violate the | aw
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So ny question is if folks in uniform as you used to
be, conme forward to you and say, "I am concerned about these
operations, could you please provide ne a piece of paper
with | egal cover saying that | will not be personally
responsi ble for violating international law' wll you
provi de that?

M. Anderson: Senator, first and forenost, | am
unaware of the details within the operation. | have not
been briefed, Senator.

Senator Slotkin: | understand, but you want the big
job and you are going to be -- in two or three weeks you are

going to be in the hot seat.

So | do not want to talk about the past. | am saying
if a soldier or a seaman cone to you and says, "I amreally
worried -- this is really squishy.”

The Wall Street Journal reported on this and | want
your |egal cover that | amnot going to be held personally
| i abl e, which you can imagine no one in uniformwants to be
hel d personally liable. WIIl you in the future provide such
cover?

M. Anderson: Senator, not being in the position |
woul d not understand the legalities of what that would
entail, Senator.

Senator Slotkin: Okay. | would offer that you should

get famliar with those legalities. This is a very live
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happened in the past but this could be your job in three
weeks.

So ny question is, we have asked the Mexican governnent
to also step up their involvenent in stopping these cartels
and stoppi ng the huge anmount of drugs that are com ng
acr oss.

If the Mexican navy saw a group of Anerican fishernen
t hat they thought were suspicious of potentially noving
drugs and they noved in to kill the 15 Anerican citizens
Wi t hout contacting you, w thout going through any nornal
procedures, would you be okay with that?

M. Anderson: Senator, | think it would be --

Senator Slotkin: Because that is what you are asking
for. You are -- we understand, you understand, certainly,
as a former mlitary man that what we do in conbat there is
reci procity, and we are concerned about what ot her
mlitaries will do to us because we have opened the door on
this.

So are you okay with the Mexican navy killing 15
Anerican fishernen off of whatever, San Diego, if they are
suspi cious that they are carrying drugs?

M. Anderson: Senator, first, | think it would be
I rresponsi ble for ne to engage in hypotheticals.

To your point, Senator, | --
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Senator Slotkin: It is not a hypothetical, man. This
Is, like, alive -- this is the issue you are going to be
asked to touch. So, again, | want to capture that fentanyl.

I would love it if the Trunp adm ni stration showed us
the full video fromthat encounter, showed us that these nen
did not have their hands up, that they were not waving a
white flag, that they were not turning around and getting
out of there, and then show us the drugs.

The President said that there was all kinds of drugs
that were in that ship. Showit. Show us the video that he
is apparently alluding to. WIIl you commit to show ng us
the video publicly?

M. Anderson: Senator, if confirmed for the Assistant
Secretary of War for Special Operations | can commt to be
transparent and all applicable |aws, Senator.

Senator Slotkin: Well, | think -- nmy suggestion is we
have a briefing on this issue. This is a fundanental issue
of this commttee, and | would ask that you get smart on the
| egal authorities because if individual folks in uniformare
going to be held personally liable for your decisions you
shoul d take accountability for that.

| yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Just noting, Senator Slotkin, each
W tness has answered in the affirmative to this question, do

you agree to provide records, docunments, electronic

66

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

67

comruni cations in a tinely manner when requested by this
committee, et cetera. So that is on the record.

Senator Slotkin: Do you understand that is -- do you
understand that as video? Just to clarify for ne, Chairnman.

Chairman Wcker: Electronic comruni cati ons.

Senator Slotkin: Okay. Geat.

Chai rman Wcker: Docunents, records. | think each
W tness has answered in the affirmative there --

Senator Slotkin: Geat. | look forward to the video

Chairman Wcker: -- and they will be obligated to
foll ow that.

Senat or Kai ne, you are recogni zed.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair.

I will just continue the Iine of not inquiry because |
do not have a question about this but | just want to follow
up on Senator Sl otkin.

Twenty-five of us in the Senate wote a letter to the
Presi dent a week ago and we asked questions about these
operations in the Caribbean -- give us the evidence that
t hese boats were carrying drugs.

Tell us who was on the boats. Tell us what your |ega
authority was to take a mlitary strike that had not been
aut hori zed by Congress.

The question that | really want to know is why did you

decide to attack rather than interdict? |If you interdict a
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drug boat you get evidence. You seize the drugs but you

al so get evidence by having access to people and often it is
t hat evidence that | eads you to be able to go after the

ki ngpi ns and the real, you know, nuscle behind these
oper at or s.

If you attack a boat and destroy it it makes an i npact
but you do not get the evidence. It may actually be
counterproductive in fighting narco trafficking to destroy a
boat rather than seize it, and if you know where it is
enough to destroy it you could have seized it.

W asked the President to give Congress answers to
t hese questions, which are fundanental questions about an
Article 1 branch's responsibility to be engaged in decisions
about mlitary action.

W gave the Wiite House seven days to answer. These
are not hard questions. They have not answered. The seven
days expired yesterday. W have no indication that they
wll answer and that is likely to lead to a war powers
resolution and a required vote in Congress, and soneti nes
when a vote is required the admnistration will begrudgi ngly
provi de i nfornmation.

| credit what Senator Wcker said. Each of you have
i ndi cated that you will provide information to Congress, but
on a basic question as fundanental as should the United

States be engaging in mlitary action, putting the lives of
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our men and woren who serve at sone risk the Article 2
branch should not stiff armthe Article | branch and that is
what is happening right now.

And that is why | am sure Senator Slotkin and so many
ot her nenbers of the commttee are very, very concerned.
There m ght be answers to these questions that would satisfy
us but I can tell you when the questions are not answered we
end up with sonme real suspicion about why they are not being
answer ed.

M. Mring, | want to ask you this question. | know
many have asked you questions about sort of the independence
of the 1Grole. The ranking nenber tal ked about the
adm nistration's decisions to fire IGs right out of the gate
has caused folks to have a little bit of concern about this.

Assure the comrittee, assure nme, that you will be
i ndependent and that you will al so keep Congress inforned,
as |1 G should, of the work that you are doi ng.

M. Mring: Senator Kaine, thank you for the question
and thank you for the opportunity to neet with you
yesterday. | really enjoyed our session.

You have ny personal pledge to be i ndependent and
objective, and the statute itself -- the Inspector Ceneral
Act -- provides certain safeguards to ensure the
| ndependence of the inspector general, the ability to

initiate an investigation on the own determ nation of the
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i nspector general that it is necessary, and also if a
secretary determnes that an investigation is not warranted
and it is not being blocked for national security reasons,
the I nspector General can still go ahead with that

i nvestigation.

So | pledge to you to follow the letter and tenor of
the statute.

Senator Kaine: Thank you for that one other question.

You woul d be the G of the largest |G operation in the
U.S. governnent. | guess you kind of conpete with HHS but |
think you are probably the |argest, and | believe that the
conpl enent of enployees in the DOD I Gis about 1,500.

| asked you the question yesterday how many of those |G
enpl oyees have accepted the resign offer and how much is
that likely to shrink the workforce of your office.

M. Mring: After | left your office yesterday | got
the answer to that question. So the workforce had a high
water mark of 1,800 as a result of the deferred resignation
program It is been reduced by 200.

Senat or Kaine: So down to 1, 6007

M. Moring: Yes.

Senator Kaine: Thank you for that.

M. Mring: And there have been sone peopl e that have
been subject to the |ayoffs of probationary enpl oyees.

Senator Kai ne: Thank you.
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M. Mring: | do not have the nunber for that.

Senator Kaine: That is helpful.

M. Anderson, | amgoing to ask you a question for the
record because | think it is probably better that it just
not be on the fly. So I will submt it but I wll tell you
what it is about.

The GAO did a report in Novenber of 24 about high risk
trai ning oversight and they recommended that Special Forces
take a nunber of actions to reduce injuries and even
fatalities in high risk training operations.

That was about a year ago and a nunber of the
recommendat i ons have not yet been inplenented. So | am
going to ask a question for the record about what you m ght
do, should you be confirned, to inplenent those
recommendati ons so that we can continue to do appropriate
training but bring dowmn the risk of injury to our troops and
Speci al Forces.

And so | will submt that for the record to you. Thank
you.

Chai rman Wcker: This concludes our question and
answer .

Let ne say this, though. First of all, M. Ranking
Menber, | do not know when | have seen a nore inpressive
slate of witnesses. So | appreciate they are wlling to

serve and appreciate them bei ng here today.
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Let me say this, M. Mring. How many cadets did you -
- how many of your fornmer cadets did you bring today?

M. Mring: There are three alumi of the C tadel that
were part of my nock trial team They are all serving in
the mlitary now as active duty mlitary officers.

They are seated right here -- Marcos Qui nn, Thonas
Wi ss, and Steve Wwytek -- and then | have four G tadel
cadets that the college was kind enough to buy plane tickets
for and bring up here. They are also nenbers of ny nock
trial team

Chai rman Wcker: That is excellent. You know, you
have an obligation to follow a statute that is very
difficult. You may very well be called on to give unwel cone
advi ce.

And al so in your testinony you have conmitted to foll ow
the sixth chapter of the A d Testament book of M cah and |
appreciate that.

Let ne just say, when you are faced with tough
decisions, M. Mring, and you will be undoubtedly, if you
live up to the sixth chapter of Mcah and the statute you
wi |l be doing them proud.

Thank you. This concludes our hearing. For the
I nformation of nenbers, questions for the record will be due
to the conmttee within two busi ness days of the concl usion

of this hearing.
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M . Ranking Menber?

Senator Reed: | just want to thank you, M. Chairman,
and al so commend the wi tnesses for taking on huge
responsibilities and | ook forward to working with --

Chai rman Wcker: Let ne say this also, M. Reed, to
anyone listening. The questions about what happened in the
Cari bbean are going to have to be answered. This commttee
has congressi onal oversight responsibility.

Menbers are entitled to ask the questions that they
have asked and answers will be given, and | just think it is
i nportant for every Anerican to understand that obligation.

Thank you, and we are adj ourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:33 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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