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TO CONSI DER THE NOM NATI ON OF GENERAL CHRI STOPHER J.

MAHONEY, USMC, FOR REAPPO NTMENT TO THE GRADE OF GENERAL AND

TO BE VI CE CHAI RVAN OF THE JO NT CH EFS OF STAFF

Thur sday, Septenber 11, 2025

The comm ttee net,

Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Buil ding,
W cker, chairman of the commttee,

Conmi ttee Menbers Present:
[ presiding],

Scott, Tuberville,

Fi scher,

Budd,

G |l librand, Blunenthal,

Duckwort h,

Rosen,

Kel |y,

U S. Senate

Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

pursuant to noti ce,

Cott on, Rounds,

Schmtt, Sheehy,

Hi rono, Kai ne,

and Sl ot ki n.
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presi di ng.

at 9:15 a.m

Hon. Roger

Senators W cker

Ernst, Sullivan,

Warr en,

Pet er s,

in

F.

Reed, Shaheen,
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER F. W CKER, U. S.
SENATOR FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: The hearing will conme to order and |
t hank nmenbers for being here.

| think many of us are still trying to process what
happened yesterday with the assassination of young Charlie
Kirk.

Today is also the anniversary of 9/11. On the norning
of 9/11 1 was neeting wwth the Secretary of Defense at the
Pent agon when that attack began in New York, and | had just
| eft the Pentagon when it happened there.

And so | think we were all stunned by the acts of
political violence that have occurred over the past year and
nore, and so if it is all right let us pause for a nonment of
silence in nenory of all that has occurred to us and our
country.

[ Monrent of silence.]

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you.

This norning the conmttee neets to consider the
nom nati on of CGeneral Christopher J. Mahoney for the
position of Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Bef ore we begin, we have done the nonent of silence.
Let us turn to today's busi ness now.

General Mahoney has a trenmendous responsibility before

him | believe President Trunp has nade an excell ent choice
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in selecting himfor his role. H's fellow service nenbers
tell us he is an adm rable | eader.

W live in the nost dangerous national security nonent
since World War 11. | have said this at the begi nning of
al nrost every hearing we have had this entire year.

An axis of aggressors |ed by the Chinese Communi st
Party and Mladimr Putin's Russia neans us harm Qur
adversaries have started wars agai nst Ukrai ne and agai nst
| srael, and now they threaten to open a third front agai nst
Tai wan.

There is also the fourth front within our own
hem sphere as Chinese fentanyl flows into Arerica am d the
cartels’ nurderers, drug, and human trafficking operations.

In the Mddle East, President Trunp | aunched Operation
Rough Ri der against the Iran-backed Houthis. This
strengt hened historic U S. partnerships in the Gulf. During
his visit to the region in May the President signed deals
totaling $2 trillion.

Most significantly, the President backed his comm t nent
that Iran woul d never be permtted to devel op a nucl ear
weapon. He took action in June, striking lIran's nucl ear
sites.

In the Pacific, China's mlitary activities are at an
all-time high. China is reflecting what Adm ral Paparo has

descri bed as a, quote, “rehearsal for war.”
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Senator Fischer and | saw these preparations firsthand
during a recent trip to the region. W encountered resolute
partners in Taiwan, Palau, and the Philippines. These
friends are wlling to share the burden of deterring the
Chi nese Communi st Party from aggression.

Xi Jinping also remains the |argest backer of war
crimnal Vladimr Putin's quest to prolong the bl oodshed in
Ukrai ne. President Putin has chosen to put Russia on a
wartime footing.

If we are to prioritize dealing with the threat from
China we will need a strong transatlantic alliance capable
of deterring Russian aggression.

President Trunp affirnmed his commtnent to European
security at the NATO sunmmit and catal yzed a new era of
rear mament anong NATO allies, and this conmttee up and down
both sides of the dais has been part and parcel to that.

In our own hem sphere, President Trunp has restored
security at our border. In short, President Trunp has shown
that America first neans Anmerican interests first, and
American interests are not confined to a single continent.

To protect these interests including peace and
prosperity for Anericans, the Pentagon requires a sustained
trillion-dollar budget al ongside fundanental reformof its
acqui sition and budget processes.

If confirmed, CGeneral Mahoney will lead a crucial
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portion of this reform our mlitary's process for
generating requirenents for our warfighters. The Vice
Chai rman | eads the Joint Requirenents Oversight Council.
Today, the council takes an average of 800 days sinply to
approve the mlitary's need for a weapon system

Ei ght hundred days. That is way too long. Wth
technol ogy and threats noving quickly we can no | onger spend
years debating what the perfect solution will |ook like five
or ten years in the future.

The FORGED Act seeks to streanline the bureaucracy and
this conmttee is leading the charge for that in the fisca
year 2026 Nati onal Defense Authorization Act.

If he is confirnmed, |I look forward to working with
General Mahoney to nmake progress in this area. Cenera
Mahoney is exceptionally well-qualified to take on these
chal |l enges as Vice Chairnman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Hi s decades of |eadership in the Marine Corps have
trained himto understand the value of joint warfare in

| ight of the conplexity of the threats our nation faces.

al so know the President will benefit greatly fromhis candid
advi ce.
Wth that, | turn to ny friend and col | eague Ranki ng
Menber Reed.
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman, and
let me join you in recognizing the victins of political
vi ol ence over the | ast several years and also on this 9/11,
t hose who died and were injured on the attack not on New
York Gty but Washington, D.C.

But, thank you, M. Chairman, for that nonent of
si | ence.

And, GCeneral Mahoney, wel cone. Congratul ati ons on your
nom nati on and thank you for stepping forward to conti nue
your |long career of service and | extend ny appreciation to
the famly.

| want to recognize your wife Mary who is back there.
Thank you for all you have done. W were trying to figure
out how we got so far. Now we know.

Ceneral, you are exceptionally qualified to serve as
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and you have ny
conpl et e support.

You currently serve as the assistant commandant of the
Marine Corps and you have | ed a distinguished career in the
United States Marines as a pilot wth deploynents around the
worl d and conmand at every | evel.

Your experience and understanding of the joint force

will serve you well. As inportant, your reputation as a
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candid and forthright officer will be depended upon and
tested in this situation.

Ceneral, | am concerned about the state of the joint
force you wll help lead if confirmed. Over the past year
and especially in the recent nonths we have seen an al arm ng
erosion of the civil, political, and mlitary nornms in this
country.

The adm ni stration has taken unprecedented steps to
politicize the mlitary, in ny view, steps that threaten the
very foundation of civilian-mlitary trust and the rule of
| aw.

We have seen many seni or generals, admrals, and
intelligence | eaders dism ssed for no given reason but
evi dence suggests that each refused to toe the political
| ine or provide professional advice that contradicted the
adm nistration's political whinms.

We have seen troops deployed into our own cities not in
response to natural disasters or national energencies but to
make a political point, resulting in intimdation and
di vi si on.

Across the country, U S. troops are being pulled into
mass deportation operations, mssions far outside their core
warfighting role, risking readiness and eroding the trust
between the mlitary and the Anerican peopl e.

I nside the Pentagon, Secretary Hegseth has dedi cated

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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significant tine and resources to search for | eakers
including grilling career mlitary officers, threatening
their jobs, and creating a climte of fear.

At the mlitary service acadeni es books are being
renmoved fromlibraries and diversity prograns di smantl ed,
not because they harmreadi ness but because they offend a
political agenda.

This will not increase lethality. It wll underm ne
the ability of our next generation of officers to think
critically and |l ead Arericans fromall walks of life, and
across the Departnent of Defense arbitrary personnel cuts
are hollow ng out expertise and |eaving critical positions
unfilled, weakening our ability to deter our adversaries and
protect the nation. Every day we are seeing the rea
dangerous inpacts of these firings and reprisals.

Per haps nost alarmng of all, the President is
fundanental ly challenging the rule of law. Last week the
Presi dent ordered an airstrike on a speedboat off the coast
of Venezuel a which reportedly killed 11 people.

This was a preneditated use of lethal force carried out
Wi t hout congressional authorization, w thout clear |egal
justification, and wi thout evidence of an inmm nent threat.

| have yet to see any intelligence, |egal rationale, or
orders related to this attack.

Over the past several nonths the adm nistration has
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depl oyed maj or naval and air assets into the Southern
Command AOR i ncl udi ng an anphi bi ous squadron w th, roughly,
4,500 Marines and sailors, three destroyers, a guided
mssile cruiser, a fast attack submarine, F-35 fighter
aircraft, and P-8 reconnai ssance aircraft.

The real costs and opportunity costs of this operation
are significant and, clearly, the admnistration intends to
expand its operations.

| am concerned that we nmay be stunbling into war
t hrough reckl ess actions of a small group in the
adm ni stration, a war that will surprise nost Anericans
because neither Congress nor the public have been infornmed
about the objective of this mlitary buil dup.

General, | amconcerned that this admnistration is
silencing mlitary | eaders from providing both | egal advice
and best mlitary advice or even speaking honestly about
oper ati ons.

When generals and admirals are afraid to tell the truth
we | ose the very candor that keeps our nation safe. This is
not about politics. It is about war and peace. The oath
that each mlitary service nenber takes is to the
Constitution, not to a single individual.

General Mahoney, these are but a few of the ongoing

chal l enges you will need to consider. During today's
hearing | expect and am confident you will pledge to al ways
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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provi de your best nmilitary advice to the President and the
Secretary of Defense even if that advice is not what they
woul d want to hear.

Li ke every other senior officer who cones before the
comrittee | expect you will also give us your best and
unfiltered mlitary opinion even if those views differ from
the admnistration, and | expect you to be responsive to
this commttee when we request briefings and information to
assi st in our oversight of the departnent.

The safety of our Anerican service nenbers and the
Aneri can peopl e depends upon such candor. General, if
confirmed you will help lead the joint force at a nonentous
tinme.

Thank you, and | | ook forward to your testinony.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed.

And now it is ny duty to ask you a series of questions,
General Mahoney, that this committee poses to all mlitary
nom nees.

To exercise its legislative oversight responsibilities
it is inmportant that this conmttee and ot her appropriate
commttees of the Congress be able to receive testinony,
briefings, and other conmuni cations of information.

Have you adhered to the applicable | aws and regul ati ons

governing conflicts of interest?

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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General Mahoney: | have, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree when asked to give your
personal views even if those views differ fromthe
adm ni stration in power?

General Mahoney: | will, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Have you assumed any duties or
undertaken any actions which woul d appear to presune the
outcone of the confirmation process?

CGeneral Mahoney: | have not, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: WII| you ensure your staff conplies
wi th deadlines established for requested conmuni cations
I ncl udi ng questions for the record in hearings?

CGeneral Mahoney: | will, Senator.

Chairman Wcker: WIIl you cooperate in providing
W tnesses and briefers in response to congressional
requests?

CGeneral Mahoney: | will, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: WIIl those w tnesses be protected
fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

CGeneral Mahoney: They wll.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree, if confirmed, to appear
and testify upon request before this commttee?

CGeneral Mahoney: | do, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provide docunents

i ncl udi ng copies of electronic forms of comuni cations?

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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General Mahoney: | do, Senator.

Chairman Wcker: In a tinmely manner. WIIl you do so
in a tinmely manner?

General Mahoney: | will do it in a tinmely manner as
wel | .

Chai rman Wcker: Wen requested by a duly constituted
committee or to consult with the commttee regarding the
basis for any good faith delay or denial in providing such
document s?

Now t he answer.

General Mahoney: | will, Senator.

Chairman Wcker: Al right. Thank you very nuch.

Now, at this point you are recognized for your opening
statenent and you m ght want to comment about your famly.

| do not know.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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STATEMENT OF GENERAL CHRI STOPHER J. MAHONEY, USMC, FOR
REAPPO NTMENT TO THE GRADE OF GENERAL AND TO BE VI CE
CHAI RVAN OF THE JO NT CHI EFS OF STAFF

General Mahoney: | think | will be in trouble if I did
not .

But, Chairnman Wcker and Ranki ng Menber Reed and al
the nenbers of the coonmttee, thank you and good norning. |
would be remss if | did not pause to comment just briefly
on the weight of this day.

Twenty-four years ago America was struck cowardly by
peopl e who m stook slaughter for strength. Fromthe snoke
and the ruin of that norning cane a generation of Anmericans
who have carried forward the nenory of the fallen but not
just in their words -- in their dedication and in their
deeds, and it is in that spirit, | hope, that | am here
bef ore you this norning.

| am honored to be the President's nom nee to be the
next Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and |
appreciate his confidence.

| also want to thank Secretary Hegseth and Chairnman
Caine for their trust and confidence in ny nomnation. | am
al so grateful to this conmttee for the tine afforded ne
over the | ast week or so. The candid conversations and the
per specti ves have been inval uabl e.

| also want to thank this conmttee for your tireless

13
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wor k in addressing the tough chall enges that face the
Departnent. Fromacquisition to reform your efforts in
enphasi zing a clean audit, just to nane two, have propelled
the joint force forward and i ncreased our readi ness and
lethality.

| want to thank the teamthat prepared nme and worked
tirelessly wwth their patience and professionalism Mst of
all, Senator Wcker, | want to thank ny famly. M wfe and
ny children -- nmy son and ny daughter -- have been a source
of strength throughout nmy career. Countless noves, n ssed
hol i days, the unpredictable rhythmof mlitary service.

Il wll say without a doubt, though, that the
experiences of ny famly, the friendshi ps we have made, have
been pricel ess along the way. Their support has nade ny
service possible and I am forever grateful.

| would also like to thank Admral Grady and his wife
Christine for their 41 years of service. Serving al ongside
himfor the |last two years has been, nunber one, an honor
and, nunber two, a Ph.D. in mlitary managenent.

Hi s steady | eadership through sone pretty tunultuous
ti mes has hel ped us face gl obal chall enges and has
strengt hened the joint foundation that | hope to be able to
build on if I am confirned.

| take this opportunity seriously and | want to assure

the commttee that if confirmed ny experience has prepared

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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me for this role. | want to get to your questions so | wll
be brief.

| hail from Massachusetts. | grew up on the South
Shore. | was trained as a fighter pilot by the Mrine Corps

-- trained as an infantry officer by the Marine Corps as a
fighter pilot by the Navy to fly for the Air Force to strike
targets for the Arny using Space Force assets.

| have seen how we fight across the joint force and how
we have to be prepared for the next fight. [If confirned,
that experience will help frame the chall enges that
determ ne and bring our focus now.

As we | ook ahead we nust recognize that the security
environnment is nore dynanm c, nore unstable, than any point
in recent nenory. While we maintain and strengthen our
honel and defense, China and Russia routinely chall enge
i nternational nornms and seek to underm ne our interests both
near and abroad.

Rogue regi nes and malicious crimnal actors threaten

regional stability and terrorist networks persist. In the
nost nascent donmins -- space, cyber -- they are no | onger
novel. They are the new nornal. These chall enges denmand

our joint force remain ready now while evolving to the
future.
Meeting these challenges will require continued

noder ni zati on, innovation at speed and at scale, not just

15
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Wi thin our own outfit but with industry, all of industry,
bal anci ng our capability and capacities with our allies and
partners and deepeni ng our integration across the services
and, inportantly, the COCOMs.

We nust invest in advanced capabilities, strengthen our
joint warfighting concepts, and maintain our technical edge
whi |l e never |osing sight of the nost precious asset we have
got that has proven tinme and tine again and that is our
people. It is our nost critical advantage.

If confirmed, I will continue to ensure and work to
make our joint force ready, |ethal, and capabl e of
prevailing agai nst any eneny.

Agai n, thank you for the opportunity to appear and I
| ook forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenent of General Mahoney foll ows: ]

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. So | will take

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

a five-mnute round of questioning.

Ceneral, nmuch of the funding in the defense
reconciliation bill is unspecific and will technically be at
the direction of the Departnent of Defense, though we have
provi ded reconmendati ons for them

General Mahoney, a quick yes or no question for you.
WIl you carry out the congressional intent for
reconciliation funding in the One Big Beautiful Bill?

General Mahoney: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much.

Now | et us tal k about JROC, the Joint Requirenents
Oversight Council. This is a Pentagon group led by the Vice
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 1t oversees the
process for defining mlitary needs for new weapon systens.

As | nentioned in ny opening statenent, a 2021 GAO
report found that approving these needs often takes over 800
days, far longer than the target of 100 days.

W are trying to correct that in the FORGED Act by
renmovi ng the JROC as an approval authority and focusing on
col l aborating with COCOM conmanders to identify and
prioritize.

| am going to ask you to comment about this. Qur NDAA,
which | hope is enacted and at | east noved fromthe Senate
rel atively soon, seeks to nove the focus of the JROC from

revi ewi ng paperwork to designing future force.
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So do you agree with this approach?

General Mahoney: Senator, | agree with the reform
approach end to end fromrequirenents to resources and the
FORGED Act noves us along that trajectory.

Chairman Wcker: Al right. Well, | certainly hope we
can do this.

Let us talk now about autononobus drones and, certainly,
we have seen sone news about that just in the |ast day or
two with Russia illegally sending drones into Pol and, a NATO
ally of the United States.

But whether they are aerial, sea surface, or subsea, we
are relying on these, the so-called attritable autonony,
because if we lose it, which we will, it is not a huge
budget buster.

W need to provide the Pentagon with billions of
dollars to scale these prograns. They do cost |ess,
al t hough they are not free, but there is the matter of
storing them and keeping themfromthe el enents.

You cannot just |leave a drone out in the desert or out
in the snow. You commented about this, about the |ogistics
needed to support them

So are we actually in the right places? Have we
enabl ed the infrastructure we need to for storage,
el ectricity and nore, and what are your plans should you be

confirmed by the Congress?
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General Mahoney: Senator, you bring up a | ot of great
poi nts.

The first is autonony, and we have seen artificial
intelligence build into the ability of weapon systens, in
this case drones, to be able to comunicate between each
other, to be able to recogni ze objective areas, recognize
targets, and then choose targets and bring that into the
deci si on | oop.

We have to nove faster in this regard, whether it is
renpote systens, seni-autononous or autononous, to bring
those to, as you say, a scalable |evel but also recognize
the fully encunbered cost fromflyaway cost to storage to
mai nt enance and we need to accelerate along all of those to
make sure that, nunber one, we are investing in the
technol ogy, that it is affordable, but we have fully
encunbered the consideration so that we do not end up buying
I nto sonmething that costs nore than we believed, calling it
attritable at the begi nning.

Chairman Wcker: Thank you very nuch, and | have 35
seconds. | think I wll save that until the end.

Senat or Reed, you are recogni zed.

Senator Reed: Well, thank you very much, M. Chairman.

Once again, congratul ati ons, General Mahoney. Well
deserved and | amvery pleased that you are here.

You have just pledged that you will give your best
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mlitary opinion to your superiors as well as to the
Congress even if it disagrees with the opinion of your

| eadershi p both uniformed and civilian, and | have no doubt
you will. You are a man of your word.

How do you enphasi ze this ethic throughout the joint
force so that everyone is ready to stand up?

Ceneral Mahoney: Sir, | have been at this for 38
years. | do not expect to get orders that are illegal or
woul d even wal k the |ine.

From a personal perspective, | took an oath as a second
lieutenant. | have taken it again and again, once again for
38 years, and in that oath it is an oath to the idea of the
United States, to the Constitution, and anong ny fellow
officers, anong ny fell ow Marines, we propound that tinme and
ti me again.

Senator Reed: These difficult orders usually conme in
the gray zone where, you know, you are |ooking for clarity
and the institution of clarity typically conmes fromthe
j udge advocate generals.

If you are in a situation like this will you pursue
such opinions and follow the | egal gui dance?

General Mahoney: Senator, | wll, and, once again, it
has been ny experience | have never clinbed into the cockpit
wi th weapons in the bay or on the w ngs w thout

under st andi ng conpletely fromthe operational |aw
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perspective, the ROE perspective, and the | aw of arned
conflict perspective. It is absolutely critical.

Senator Reed: Thank you.

Do you agree that the Departnent of Defense should be
responsi ve to Congress, especially with respect to
i nformation required by law that we should get the key facts
| mredi ately or as soon as required?

General Mahoney: Sir, | believe we shoul d al ways
comply with the law and, as | started the testinony, being
timely with our responses to Congress.

Senator Reed: Thank you, sir.

In your role as head of the JROC what do you think you
can do to inprove interoperability between the services?

General Mahoney: Specific to the JROC, should | be
confirmed | will continue the great work that Admral G ady
has done in ensuring that joint requirenents are truly
requi renents, that service-specific requirenents can be
devel oped by the services.

But in the joint enterprise the JROC wll take,
anal yze, and bring those decisions forward for
recommendat i on for funding.

Senat or Reed: Now --

Ceneral Mahoney: We --

Senat or Reed: Excuse ne, sir. G ahead. Go ahead,
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General Mahoney: As indicated, the JROC -- the concept
-- |1 think is conpletely valid. W have to get rid of sone
of the bureaucracy and Admral G ady has started down that
road. We have to nmake the process | ess burdened by
paperwork and nore sensitive to speed and product.

Senator Reed: Well, | think that is right and I
comrend the chairman for his efforts in this NDAA to give
you those tools.

Are there any specific tools, though, that you think
you need or you will use with respect to generating these
requi renent s?

Ceneral Mahoney: | think what we need to do is | ook at
the authorities that we have now, | ook at sone of the
| anguage enforced. On the House side we have speed.

We al so just got done with a report fromlast year
called the 811 report which come with a bunch of very, very
good reconmendati ons.

And then an outlier that is a little bit old that I
think we should bring into the conversation is the PPBE
report that Bob Hale and Ellen Lord chaired that al so bring
great ideas in.

When we | ook at this and we take best of breed | think
we Wil get a process, once again, fromdeterm ning a gap,
| ooki ng at the solutions against that gap, getting a

coherent and quick acquisition strategy and, neaningfully --

22
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and this is inmportant -- synchronizing that with the
resour ces.

Those three things often treated as separate pillars |
believe are a systemand if you do not treat themas a
system you are going to break down sonewhere.

Senator Reed: Well, ny tine is expiring but just one
point is that we m ght send a request and a foll ow up. But
the JCI DS has been disestablished and we are | eft wondering
what process will take its place and if you could fill us in
on that inatinely way | woul d appreciate it.

General Mahoney: Senator, | would be happy to cone
back to you with those.

Senator Reed: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed.

Senat or Fi scher?

Senator Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Wl cone, General, and thank you for your service and
your famly as well. | appreciated the conversation that we
were able to have in the SCIF and the focus we had on JROCC

| would follow up with Ranki ng Menber's comment on the
JCI DS process. | think we have a real opportunity here to
fundanental |y change that requirenent process and be able to
| everage resources. So | amalso interested in your views
and any thoughts you may have on that in the future as well.

You al so menti oned the PPBE reform and touched on ki nd

23
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of a broad category of reconmendations. Do you have any
specific ones that stood out?

CGeneral Mahoney: The report cones up with a | ot of
very common sense recomendations. Sone of the ones that |
believe in the departnent we may have authorities right now
but we may have to, if we cone close to the |line, conme back
to this commttee and others for sone authorities relief.

Flexibility in the year of execution and the
availability of funds -- for operations and mai ntenance
funds they are available for a year. Flexibility to bring
t hem across fiscal years to two or three years woul d hel p.
Al'so, built-in protections against continuing resolutions so
that we are not living our nodernization |life by anomali es.

To nmy know edge, M. Putin and M. Xi do not do
noder ni zati on by anonalies. That would help. Those are two
i deas, but there are many commopn sense ones throughout that.

One nore that cones to mnd as the old budget guy is

flexibility with the threshold anounts for reprogramm ng.
In other words, being able to take |arger anpbunts and nove
t hem across budget activities or nove them across accounts
so that we spend themthe way the taxpayers nmeant it to be
spent.

Senator Fischer: Geat. Thank you.

Wth conbatant conmanders have -- when you are | ooking

at their concerns that they have and any operati onal
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requi renments that they have how are you going to take those
I nto consideration in the future JROC processes?

Ceneral Mahoney: The conbatant conmanders
requi rements are extrenely inportant. They are critical
and, quite frankly, they are the engine that is going to
make the integration of the joint force run.

So, if confirmed, through the JROC process and ot her
processes the conbatant conmanders' sensitivities,
requi rements, will be brought to the fore and treated very
seriously.

Senator Fischer: ay. Thank you.

Senator King, who is not here right now but he and |
are on Strategic Forces and we often refer to the NC3 as the
fourth leg of the triad and the President's ability to
command, control, and communi cate with our nuclear forces |
know you understand how i nportant that is. |t underpins our
entire deterrent.

Unfortunately, the services have not consistently
prioritized nodernizing the NC3 systens. The JROC and now
the sun-setting JCI DS process provided a framework. It was
a cunbersonme one but it was provided to ensure the proper
resourci ng of those NC3 systens.

If confirmed, how do you plan to work with the
secretary, the services, STRATCOMto ensure that NC3

noderni zation efforts are going to progress in a not just
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coordi nated but also a tinely manner?

Ceneral Mahoney: Ma'am as you well state, strategic
stability is undergirded by our strategic posture, our
strategy, and we have to understand that we have the rise of
anot her nucl ear peer in China.

If I amconfirmed on the JROC, we will take on this new
chal l enge and make sure that the requirenents and gaps are
filled expeditiously and married up with resources to the
extent that | can influence it.

The Nucl ear Posture Review is pretty clear about where
we are with the terrestrial |leg, where we are with the
maritinme leg, where we are wwth the air-delivered | eg, and
as you point out NC3 being that fourth leg and we need to
noderni ze and accel erate all of those.

Senator Fischer: O need to be on schedul e at | east,
ri ght?

General Mahoney: That is a start. Yes, nma'am

Senator Fischer: Thank you.

In the fiscal year '24 NDAA Congress established a
program of record for SLCCM and that was to fill a
capability gap that currently exists there. Are you
famliar with the progranf

Ceneral Mahoney: | am somewhat famliar, nma'am

Senator Fischer: Oay. | amsure you will look into

it and nake sure it is on time?
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General Mahoney: Yes, Senator.

Senator Fischer: kay. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Fischer.

Senator Rounds will take the chair for a few nonents.
Senat or Shaheen, you are recogni zed.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you, M. Chairman, and
congratul ati ons, CGeneral Mhoney. Thank you for taking tine
to talk with ne | ast week. | appreciated our conversation.

Many of us on this comm ttee have concerns about runors
that we have heard about plans to withdraw U. S. forces from
NATO s eastern flank, fromthe Korean Peninsula, and from
the M ddle East, and on a bipartisan basis, as you may be
aware, we limted the executive branch's ability to hastily
wi t hdraw wi t hout consulting with and certifying to Congress
the effects of U S -- such a wthdrawal on U S. nationa
security.

| am particularly concerned about maintaining U S.
| eadershi p at NATO. That not only ensures U. S. command and
control of our forces on the continent but it gives us
control over the nuclear weapons in Europe.

| also just returned fromSyria where the U S. is
supporting the counter-1SIS mssion, and I SIS regaining a
foothold in the country would not only be detrinental to the
security and stability for a post-Assad Syria but to the

region and ultimately to the United States, given the
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resources and lives that we have put into defeating ISIS in
Syri a.

So can you tal k about the benefits of having U S
presence in these theaters and, if confirmed, do you commt
to being transparent to Congress about what the plans are
Wi th respect to decisions about these theaters?

General Mahoney: Senator, | think our presence is
critical. | think striking a balance with our allies and
partners not only in capability but in capacity is extrenely
i mportant and | conmit to sharing as nuch information as |
can with you and with the commttee and ot hers.

Senat or Shaheen: And do you have any sense of whet her
there are currently plans to withdraw from any of those
t heaters?

CGeneral Mahoney: Senator, | have no know edge of the
policy that would drive that.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you.

Last week we al so di scussed the Portsnouth Naval
Shi pyard whi ch has been having real challenges in hiring new
wor kers due to delays at the Pentagon but nostly fromthe
O fice of Personnel Managenent and the inpact that these
policies wll have long termover our Navy's ability to
ensure that our nuclear submarines are ready and operati ng.

The shipyard normally needs to hire about 550 workers a

year to keep up with the demand for submari ne nai ntenance.
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Because of the delays in hiring, next year they are going to
need to hire 700 people. That neans nore tine spent on
training, less tine available for maintenance and
operations. That |eads to del ays.

So can | get a commtnent fromyou, GCeneral, that you
will help us to maintain stability and predictability in the
hiring process at our public shipyards to avoid these kinds
of del ays?

General Mahoney: Ma' am extrenely inportant subject,
and if confirmed you have ny conm tnent.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you very nmuch. | knowit is
sonething that the Secretary of the Navy has al so been
concerned about and | have raised it with Secretary Hegseth
at a hearing as well.

And | want to also follow up on our conversation about
the readi ness of the joint force because since we spoke the
Presi dent has authorized mlitary force in the Caribbean
Sea.

As | am sure you know from your current position, when
the two Iwo Ji ma Anphi bi ous Readi ness Group left for its
depl oynent to the Caribbean the Navy's anphi bious fleet was
at a 41 percent readiness rate. That is only half of the
rate that the Marines need to conplete current m ssions.
General Smth has called that a crisis.

Further, the Lake Erie cruiser just left the |Indo-

29
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Pacific to join the two Iwo Jima and two destroyers in the
Cari bbean. The Pentagon has al so sent our F-35 stealth
fighter jets to Puerto Rico.

We have seen the National Guard sent to Washi ngton and
active duty Marines sent to Los Angeles in the m ddle of
training for a planned deploynent. So the resources are
being diverted fromdeterring the PRC in the Indo-Pacific
and mai ntai ni ng assets needed to respond to crises in other
parts of the world.

Can you tal k about how you see the mlitary respondi ng
to conpensate for that readi ness | oss because of those
depl oynent s?

Ceneral Mahoney: Ma'am any depl oynent that we go on,
any mssion that we go on, will incur some cost in readi ness
if you are not training to all of your core m ssion
essenti al tasks.

So it is incunbent, first, to assess the risk. There
Is risk in not training to a certain task. There is risk
over tinme if you continue not to train to it, and we nake
t hose assessnents in every deploynent that we nake.

So lately we are doing the sane thing. Two techniques
that we use and | have used as a conmmander, we have in-situ
training to nake a training plan to mtigate agai nst the
training that we are |l osing and we have a rotational plan

that we used on the border and we have used in other places.
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| used it in conbat to bring people off the line to
train to other mssion essential tasks and then put them
back in, which has been fairly effective.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Senator Rounds: [Presiding.] Thank you, Senator
Shaheen.

General, | appreciated our discussion in nmy office and
| want to thank you for your service to the nation and for
being here in front of us today.

General, | want to be consistent. W have discussed
spectrum before but | wanted to bring it up publicly with
you today.

| have heard fromover 30 senior Pentagon officials in
public hearings over the last two and a half years incl uding
every service chief and ei ght conbatant conmanders who al
agree that vacating the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz band of the
el ectromagneti c spectrum woul d have significantly negative
consequences for our warfighting capabilities.

In fact, the Departnent of the Navy previously
estimated that relocating their systens to a different
spect rum band woul d cost them $250 billi on.

Both the Navy and the Marine Corps intend to nake
extensi ve use of capabilities which require the
el ectromagneti c spectrumto function in the Western Pacific

agai nst Chi na.
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CGeneral, does the joint force have capabilities
operating on the 3.1 to 3.45 gigahertz band and the 7 and 8
gi gahertz bands of the spectrum which would be used in a
conflict with China?

CGeneral Mahoney: Yes, Senator, we do. Extensive
capabilities.

Senator Rounds: Wuld those capabilities be negatively
i npacted if you were forced to vacate those bands or share
themw th commercial users in a nonoptinml manner?

CGeneral Mahoney: Yes, Senator, they would, as |
understand it.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

Ceneral, in ny office we discussed the possibility --

t he possible near-termthreat of a conflict involving
mul ti ple adversaries in nmultiple theaters.

Sonme key observers assess that our adversaries wll
seek to press their advantage in the event we are commtted
I n another area, particularly given the increasingly close
coordi nati on between China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea.

We have | ooked at this through the NDAA.  You will find
it nmentioned again in this year's NDAA as bei ng proposed.
How can we better posture to maintain deterrence in nmultiple
t heaters?

And just thinking about it what is it going to nean in

ternms of resources, capabilities, and authorities that the
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joint force would need to consider with the fact that this
Is a very likely scenario should we have an adversari al
conflict in one of those theaters?

General Mahoney: Senator, | do not think anybody is
surprised by the rel ati onshi p, say, between Russia and
China, China and Iran, Russia and North Korea. | think what
may surprise sone people is the depth of that relationship
and the interactions that have been goi ng on which support
the statenent you made.

If there is a conflict in one area there nay be a
reflex or reactive conflict in another, and fromthe joint
force and, if confirnmed, and to the level of ny influence |
w Il make sure that we are bal anced in our capability and
capacity agai nst the nost dangerous and the nost |ikely
courses of action should that happen.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

Ceneral, we discussed hi gh-pressure cold spray and
simlar advanced manufacturing technol ogies that will enable
depl oyed forces to continue conbat operations in the face of
contested | ogistics.

If confirmed, will you advocate for adoption and
standardi zati on of technologies |ike high-pressure cold
spray that will help mtigate the contested | ogistics
probl em set for our forward depl oyed warfighters across the

joint force?
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General Mahoney: Sir, cold spray is a great exanple of
advanced manufacturing for repair and for buil ding high-
quality conponents and | do commt to pushing forward those
capabilities to the extent that | can influence it.

Needi ng | ess forward and having to bring |l ess forward
is an opportunity that we can go after with advanced
manuf act uri ng.

Senat or Rounds: Yeah, the bottomline is if we have
got the ability to actually recreate or to repair itens
Wi thout waiting for a supply chain to deliver in a contested
area of operation would nean literally saving lives should
we be able to acconplish this and to get that material out
I n advance. Fair enough?

General Mahoney: Very fair, Senator.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you. Thank you, sir.

Look, | think you are eminently qualified. | think you
are the right guy for the job and I do | ook forward to
supporting your nom nati on.

General Mahoney: Thank you, sir.

Senat or Rounds: Thank you.

Chairman Wcker: [Presiding.] Senator Hi rono?

Senat or Rounds: Senator Hirono?

Senator H rono: Thank you very nuch. Thank you.

General Mahoney, it is good to see you again. | wll

start with the two initial questions that | ask of all
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nom nees before any of ny comnmttees relating to fitness to
serve.

So | will ask you since you becane a | egal adult have
you ever nmade unwanted requests for sexual favors or
comritted any verbal or physical harassnent or assault of a
sexual nature?

Ceneral Mahoney: No, Senator, | have not.

Senator H rono: Have you ever faced discipline or
entered into a settlenment relating to this kind of conduct?

CGeneral Mahoney: No, Senator, | have not.

Senator Hirono: General, successive admn nistrations
have identified China as the pacing threat to U S. nationa
security and the Indo-Pacific as the priority theater.

| am concerned about recent reporting that the draft
Nat i onal Defense Strategy deprioritizes the chall enge posed
by Chi na and refocuses on the honel and and Western
Hem sphere.

We have already noted that China, North Korea, I|ndia,

Russia, Iran probably are in there. They are talking to

each other, China being the country with the nost resources.

So we are seeing this happening, and at the sanme tine
It i1s very concerning that we are going to turn our face
away fromthe Indo-Pacific area in view of these
rel ati onshi ps that appear to be quite obvious.

So what is your best mlitary advice on this proposed

35
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shift and what risks would deprioritizing China in the Indo-
Paci fic pose on U S. national security?

General Mahoney: Senator, the way | woul d answer that
is | think from 2018 NDS to the 2022 NDS and to the
i nternational defense strategic guidance has been fairly
consistent with putting the honel and as the foundation of
our strategy.

But they have all been consistent as well as focusing
on the Indo-Pacific and I cannot see a neani ngful change or
shift away fromthat having not seen the final version of
t he NDS.

| aman old budget guy so if you follow the investnents
and follow the prograns | think you wll see across the

services a keen focus on the | NDOPACOM t heater for good

reason.
Senator H rono: So your position would be -- because
you will be a main advisor to President Trunp as to where we

shoul d place our priorities, so as far as you are concerned
fromwhat | am hearing you say just now that we should
continue to focus on the Indo-Pacific as a maj or AOR?
General Mahoney: Senator, | think | would and | think
you will see that borne out when the final version of the
NDS cones out, and in your conversations between you and |
we know and understand that the pacing threat is conmuni st

Chi na.
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Senator Hrono: And as we already know, China is very
active in the Indo-Pacific area putting out its resources
and its tentacles with the island nations there as well as
ot her countri es.

So | think we should be -- we should continue to pay
attention. And | do agree with Adm ral Paparo's recent
comrents earlier this week where he said the honeland is in
the Pacific so that is Hawaii, Guam OCNM, our conpact
partners. |t needs to be prioritized.

You have been asked a nunber of questions about JROC as
sort of the new way that we are going to deal with the needs
of the joint forces and we have already been, as |
menti oned, asked questions and | woul d appreciate, as |
menti oned when | nmet with you, that you provide coments to
us regarding any authorities you need in the final NDAA to
deliver critical capabilities to the joint forces at speed
and scale, particularly to support our warfighters in the
| ndo- Paci fic.

CGeneral Mahoney: Senator, | conmt to you to do that.

| think what | have seen in the generation of the NDAA this
year and the report that we just got done with the NDAA | ast
year we are on the road to real reform | think that there
I's an opportunity here that we need to take advantage of.
Senator H rono: You have always -- you know, | do want

to nmention about foreign assistance. There have been maj or
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cuts. USAID to foreign assistance and it is not as though -
- is it your viewthat a strong mlitary is what we need,
the only thing we need to have peace in our world?

O is it inmportant to you that we maintain our ability
to provide foreign aid and those kinds of relationships as
being just as inportant? The diplomatic aspects of what we
do as a leading nation is just as inportant as a strong and
ready mlitary?

General Mahoney: Senator, | believe as a country we
have many tools that we use and we should use all of them

Senator H rono: Including our diplomatic capabilities?

Ceneral Mahoney: Use all the tools, na'am Yes.

Senator H rono: Ckay. War being, | would say, the
| ast resort.

kay, ny tine is up. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you.

General, you do agree with what Adm ral Paparo said,
that China is reflecting a rehearsal for war?

General Mahoney: Senator, | have been going to what
the Marines call the WestPac, the |Indo-Pacific theater,
since | was a first lieutenant. M last tour over there was
as the deputy commander of U.S. forces Japan.

If | conpare the operational and strategic | andscape
fromny tinme as a first lieutenant to ny tine then as a

maj or general, they are strategically, operationally --
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| eave the political and econom ¢ changes alone -- they are

different worlds and we have to take stock of the fact that
as that strategic terrain changes under our feet we have to
change with it.

So, yes, | agree with Adm ral Paparo.

Chai rman Wcker: And, again -- and | hope ny
col l eagues will indulge ne for a nonent -- with regard to
Senator H rono's question, the soft power that we have used
through USAID is a very vital part of our National Defense
Strategy. |Is that correct? Do you agree with that
st at enent ?

General Mahoney: | would defer to the COCOVs to nmake a
val ue statenent on that. But as | said, anong all our tools
we need to use all of them

Chai rman Wcker: Very careful answer, General.

Senat or Scott ?

Senator Scott: Good norning.

First off, you are well qualified. You are going to do
a great job. | was very inpressed with our neeting.

The Departnent of War recently notified sone European
countries that mlitary support under Section 333 will be
phased down with the expectation that these nations and our
NATO allies will step up their efforts.

Now, we all know these are not unil ateral overnight

decisions. They nust first be approved by the Secretary of
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State and approved by Congress.

Can you speak to how you woul d advi se Pent agon
| eadership on where and why Section 333 funding is needed
and how this funding provides a return on Anerican tax
dollars, or do you conpletely agree that we ought to
conpl etely phase it out?

Ceneral Mahoney: | would ook less -- if confirned, |
woul d 1 ook I ess at the code and | would | ook nore at what
the effect of that code is and is it covered by sonething
el se, and stri ke a bal ance between renovi ng sonet hi ng and
the requirenment to nmake sure that it is covered, Senator.

Senator Scott: Do you feel confortable our European
allies are starting to step up?

General Mahoney: | think we are seeing, whether it is
from def ense spending and with 5 percent comm tnent from
nost of them | think they are. Froma mlitary standpoint,
| wll tell you |l think they are.

Senator Scott: So in -- | think it was in March |
traveled to Denmark, Estonia, and Finland and all three of
those countries for sure are stepping up.

Fi nl and has been doing it for a long tinme, as we all
know. They have got a pretty -- | think over a thousand-
mle border with Russia and they have al ways been ready and
| think they told ne al nost 20 percent of the entire

popul ati on woul d be ready to nobilize within days if there
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was an invasion across their border.

So one of the things they conpl ai ned about, though, was
their foreign mlitary sales program Nunber one, they do
not understand why it takes so long to get a decision and
t hen, nunber two, even after the decision is nade they are
still struggling to get the equipnment from American
manuf act urers.

Can you tal k about what you could do in this role to
i nprove the mlitary sal es process and hel p our
manuf acturers get nore produced and get it over to our
allies when they want to buy sonet hi ng?

General Mahoney: Senator, | amnot directly -- should
| be confirnmed as the vice | would not be directly involved
with FM5. But what you key on | think a big part of the
sclerotic systemthat you describe in FM5 is the defense
i ndustrial base and the ability to produce at speed.

So to the extent that | can influence the relationship
of our requirenents acquisition with the defense industrial
base | will do that.

Senator Scott: So do you feel confortable that we
should not rely on China for any mlitary supplies?

General Mahoney: | do not believe that we should rely
on China or bankroll China with -- by buying things of a
mlitary nature.

Senator Scott: So what do you think about the
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Department of WAr buying a significant portion of their
drugs from Chi na?

General Mahoney: | amnot famliar wth that, Senator,
but as a concept it is not a good idea.

Senator Scott: Of the top of your head -- yeah.

So do you think our Wall Street should be continuing to
fund conpanies that help the Chinese build their mlitary?

General Mahoney: | do not believe that we shoul d
engage in activities that bankroll the PLA or bankroll
systens that we will find on the front in Ukraine or that we
will find in UAVs out of Iran or that we will find north of
the DMZ in North Korea.

Senator Scott: So any reliance we have on Chi nese
equi pnment, whether it is our ports or whether it is our
conmput er systens, whether it is our comrunications
i nfrastructure, you think we probably ought to wal k away
from Chi nese producers, right?

Ceneral Mahoney: | think we should assess the risk and
then make the appropriate adjustnents, yes, Senator.

Senator Scott: Al right. Thank you. You are going
to do a great |job.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nuch.

Senat or Rosen?

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, Chairman W cker, Ranking

Menber Reed, for holding this hearing, and I would like to
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t hank you, General Mahoney, for your famly -- your famly
here too, for your lifetinme of service to our country and
for your willingness to serve. Thank you.

I want to talk a little bit about docunenting exposure
at classified | ocati ons because | asked General Caine at his
confirmati on hearing about docunmenting exposure at data mass
| ocations where the duty station and its existence are
cl assified.

That ensures -- | want to ensure that service nenbers'
records accurately reflect service-connected injuries at
t hose |l ocations. | have heard from constituents who served
at such locations wthin the Nevada test and training range
who believe they were exposed to radiation from our days of
conducting expl osi ve nucl ear weapons testing and to burn
pits which dispose of classified waste.

However, as | have explained before this conmttee nany
times, DOD does not classify the range as a pl ace where
exposure has occurred despite the Departnent of Energy
provi ding the presunption of exposure for their personne
who served at these exact |ocations within the range.

And because their service records are data nmasked these
vet erans cannot even prove to the VA that they were ever
even stationed there. | know you know where they are in
Nevada specifically.

So, Ceneral, | amvery thankful the Senate version of

43
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| ssue but we need senior Pentagon | eadership to help us see
It through.

So, if confirmed, will you commt to working with ne
and this conmttee to ensure that the departnent provides a
presunpti on of exposure for relevant |ocations such as those
whi ch the Departnent of Energy -- well, they have already
done so for their personnel. W can just follow what they
are doing, and we want to ensure that those who served and,
of course, are currently serving at these data-nasked sites
recei ve sufficient docunentation to support their health-
related clainms all while protecting the classified nature of

their service.

General Mahoney: Senator, | commt to working with
you. | will say that | amnot intimately famliar with the
issue but | will, if confirned, assess that and cone back to

you.

Just as a statenent, we owe all the nenbers high-
gquality health care irrespective of where they nmay have
served or what they did. That is an expectation when they
come in to serve this country.

Senator Rosen: Thank you. | look forward to setting
up that neeting to tal k about the data-masked | ocations.

I want to nove on to cybersecurity and resiliency

because as a forner conputer programer systens anal yst |
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have a deep appreciation for how critical cyber and
technol ogy are to our national defense.

As vice chairman you wll be responsible for |eading
t he devel opnent of the national mlitary strategy. So how
do you see cyber fitting into that strategy both as a
war fi ghting domain as an enabler for joint operations, of
course, land, sea, air, and space as a warfighting domain?

CGeneral Mahoney: Senator, | amnot a cyber expert, but
as | said in nmy opening statenent we tend to treat cyber as
this nysterious domain apart. It can no |longer be treated
t hat way.

The nore that we use digital technology and transport
It through many different neans we have to have ability to
harden and protect it and we need to have the ability to go
on offense as well in the cyber world.

Senator Rosen: Well, speaking of that and buil di ng
maybe on Senator Scott as well, do you have a feel for any
specific priorities that have to be elevated in the national
mlitary strategy? W have got to keep pace with our
adversaries |like China and Russia, for sure. Do you have
any off the top of your head or --

General Mahoney: | wll just go back on nmy recent
experience as kind of the uber requirenents guy in the
Mari ne Corps. Every programthat deals with digital

technol ogy, that transports digital technology, that stores
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it, has to have a | evel of cyber protection, cyber
har deni ng.

Senat or Rosen: How do you bal ance that with our
readi ness between traditional forces and then cyberspace
wit large, we will say?

General Mahoney: Well, first, Senator, | do not think
it is achoice. | think it is sonething that we have to
i nvest in going in. Wen | tal ked about fully encunbered
cost of attritable drones the fully encunbered cost of any
program has to include the cyber aspect and cyber hardeni ng.

Senator Rosen: And last thing, | just want to see if
you have a thought on the strategy addressing integrating
cyber with our allies and partners especially in the |Indo-
Paci fic.

General Mahoney: Again, if we were going to say allies
and partners as part of our strategy, cyber is an organic
part of how we do business so it needs to be an organic part
of our strategy.

Senat or Rosen: Thank you. | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much.

Senat or Tubervill e?

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairman.

General, thanks for your service. Congratul ations.

Let us follow up on Senator Rosen's talk on Al. W
know the direction we are headed. Future conflicts wll be
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
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dom nated by artificial intelligence.

Enmer gi ng technol ogi es Ii ke quantum conputing are

basically two quantum conputi ng nodels, gate and anneali ng.
We only use one of them basically, and our adversaries use
t he ot her.

Do you think that is a smart way to handle this?

Ceneral Mahoney: Senator, thanks.

Artificial intelligence, algorithmc-derived systens
are -- again, if cyber has just becone part of the nornal
warfighting domain, artificial intelligence is not too far
behi nd and we do not need to |l ook too far to see howit is
bei ng applied, especially in the Russia-Ukraine exanple. W
have to bring that in and make it a normal part of our
programmati cs.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Let us go to a nore
sinple topic here. | amgetting calls all the tinme. You
know, we have spent trillions of dollars on these wars over
the years but we cannot house our people on mlitary bases.

We have nold. Roofs are falling in. Kids are getting
sick. But we can spend hundreds of billions of dollars on
anot her country. W are an all-volunteer arnmny.

WIIl you commt to help solve this problen? | know it
I's not just your problembut it is a huge probl em probably
in recruiting. And, again, our phone rings off the wall

when it cones to this.
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General Mahoney: Senator, | conmt to you and | -- to
do just that and | will go on ny recent experience in the
Marine Corps and the conmandant's enphasis on our Barracks
2030 initiative.

Wil e we are unapol ogetic about the investnents that we
made over the |last 20 years because we are fighting, we have
to get back into the installations resilience business. W
have to get back into the installations quality business.

Two primary reasons. First, it is an expectati on anong
sol diers, Marines, Cuardians, airnen, sailors, to have a
good quality infrastructure place to |ive.

Secondly, we have to look at it for what it is, which
Is a power projection platform and we have to invest in
t hat, Senator.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Investnent in our
soldiers. That is what -- | think that is what a | ot of
them are | ooking for.

Recently, Secretary Hegseth directed the dismantling of
the Joint Capabilities Integration and Devel opnment System
This is core of a slow and heavily bureaucratic acquisition
process.

In your role as Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs this
change will, largely, be your responsibility. Howwll you
ensure this rapid and agil e system provi de conbat

capabilities to the warfighter and allow us to keep pace

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

wi th our adversaries?

General Mahoney: Senator, you hit it right on the head
and, if confirmed, as the chairman of the JROC and part of
the reform process ny goal -- one of ny goals and priorities
will be to make sure that we have end-to-end systens
treatment of requirenents to nmeani ngful resources and with
acquisition built into that.

So if it is three gears noving they all need to be
engaged wth each other and you can only nove at the sl owest
gear. W need to quicken all those gears -- requirenents,
acqui sition, resources -- and sequence themso that we get a
good product.

As chairman of the JROC if confirnmed, we used to say
cost, schedule, and performance as the three paraneters that
we woul d | ook at a program | think we ought to nove it to
schedul e or speed, cost, and performance, and I wll make
that a priority, Senator.

Senator Tuberville: Geat. Sounds |ike you have a
plan. Organization is the key to winning and you seemto be
up on that.

You know, one of the many things the United States
Marine Corps does better than any other service is the
ability to pass an audit. Wile not directly responsible
for an audit, what |essons do you bring fromthe Mrine

Corps that will help the Departnent of War achi eve a cl ean

49
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audit for the first tinme in many years?
CGeneral Mahoney: Senator, you already said it. You
know, organi zation is the key to victory and | amvery proud

of the fact that the Marine Corps has had two cl ean

opi ni ons.
You heard it here first. W wll have a third one, and
to the extent that | can influence it | wll press to nove

the departnent along in comng out a disclainmer and getting
a clean audit.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you. Thank you for your
service. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Bl unent hal ?

Senat or Bl unent hal : Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CGeneral, thank you for visiting ne and thank you for
your profoundly inpressive service over so nmany years in the
United States Marine Corps.

W are here at a really historic nonent, not only
because we are commenorating 9/11 but there has been
literally an attack on a NATO nation by Russia in its
brazenly violating Polish airspace with a nunber of drones,
a direct incursion into the sovereign territory of that NATO
nmenber state by an autocrat who has played the United
St at es, has nocked Anmerican power, and stalled and

stonewal | ed our president.
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| hope that you agree with nme that nowis the tine that
the United States has to show strength agai nst Putin by
reacting offensively in the great tradition of the Marine
Cor ps agai nst this unprecedented and extraordinary step of
sendi ng Russi an drones into Pol and.

General Mahoney: Senator, | believe that we need to
remain strong in all eventualities, this being one of them

If the Russians neant to do it it was provocative. |f they
did not mean to do it it is an indication of inconpetence.

At any rate, | think what we are seeing is the Poles --
the Polish arned forces fromtheir increase in defense
spending to their increase in capability being enbl ematic of
t hat bal ance that we need to do just what you say, to stand
up agai nst an irredenti st Russi a.

Senator Blunenthal: Do you not find it inconceivable
that this incursion was unintentional? There were so many
drones and they were sent at the sane tine over a |ong
period of tinme in the sanme tinme period?

General Mahoney: Froma mlitary perspective, sir, you
know, mny assessnent, based on what | know, is that it | ooks
nore intentional than not. Once again, if it was not there
I's sonme significant inconpetence there.

Senator Blunenthal: | hope that you will join ne and
others on this commttee in demandi ng that our nation and

our European allies increase our mlitary aid for Ukraine so
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hei ght ened econom ¢ sanctions against the nations that are
fueling Russia' s war nmachi ne by buying Putin's oil and gas.

| amtal king about India, China, Brazil. The best way
to achi eve peace, would you not agree, is to show strength
by passing the bill?

It is the G aham Bl unenthal bill that woul d inpose
scorching sanctions on those nations that are in effect
enabling Russia to continue this aggression.

General Mahoney: Senator, | would prefer to stay in ny
mlitary |lane and just say that should | be confirmed part
of my job will be to provide options for the use of power
agai nst eventualities nost dangerous and nost |ikely, and
this case woul d be no exception.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, this conversation,
obviously, will not end here and | | ook forward to
continuing it with you, General, when you are confirned and
| wll support your confirmation. | amvery inpressed by
your background.

Let me just ask you finally, we have received reports
that the Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary of War as he
now calls hinself, neans for the Departnent of Defense to
focus nore on | aw enforcenent -- state and |ocal |aw
enforcenent -- and that he has issued policy directives

wi thin the Pentagon to that effect.
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Are you aware of those policy directives or a planned

strategy paper?

Ceneral Mahoney: In ny current job, Senator, | am not
aware of that. | amnot aware of any directives of that
nature --

Senator Bl unenthal: Thank you very mnuch.

General Mahoney: -- on the Marine Corps side.

Senat or Bl unent hal: Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Bl unenthal.

Senator Schmtt?

Senator Schmtt: Thank you, M. Chairman.

I want to kind of pick up on that and zoomin a little
bit and then zoom out.

Fort Leonard Whod, which | amsure you are famliar
with, inthe great state of Mssouri has a |lot of [and and
has a nunber of mssions including training our mlitary
police and has al so been the hone of the Arny's crim nal
I nvestigative training -- special agent training efforts.

So it is well positioned.

After the One Big Beautiful Bill was passed we have got
t hese resources out there for border enforcenent to help
train | CE agents. That is conpletely, by the way, in line
with what the mlitary can do.

They are not performng a | aw enforcenent function but,

rat her, sharing their know edge with agents who are charged
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And, by the way, that did not used to be controversial.

Bill dinton deported a | ot of people. Barack Oohama

deported a | ot of people.

So in your role and your know edge of Fort Leonard Wod
do you think it can play a role in kind of surge training
| CE agents for the inportant functions that they have?

General Mahoney: Senator, | have been to Fort Leonard
Wod a fewtines in ny prior life as a counter |ED officer.

| am not aware of those functions that you di scussed or the

capacity there, too.

Senator Schmtt: Well, we would | ove to get you out
there. There is alot of land and a | ot of capabilities.
So we are just sort of putting a marker down and | | ove
trying to persuade. So maybe we will continue our
conver sati ons.

Ceneral Mahoney: Yes, Senator.

Senator Schmtt: The second issue, | guess, in sort of
zoom ng out now | wanted to ask about as it relates to the
| ndo-Pacific. In your view, what do you find is the or what
do you see as the greatest disconnect between our strategic
goals in the Indo-Pacific and our actual force posture and
readi ness?

General Mahoney: W have got a very capabl e and

brilliant commander out there in Admral Paparo and he has
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al i gned function, posture with the strategy, not only
national strategy but his theater strategy.

As a mlitary nman, as the assistant conmandant of the
Mari ne Corps and where we conmt forces out there, | amvery
happy currently with the posture of the Marine Corps
pursuant to Admiral Paparo's strategy.

Senator Schmitt: Ckay.

Well, | think as we talk about a lot, although a |ot of
t he discussion is in Europe, we talk about a lot of pivoting
to Asia. | would just ask that as you kind of dig into this
new rol e what ever deficiencies or disconnects or
m sal i gnment mght exist to try to work wwth the commttee,
our office specifically.

W want to be hel pful in that regard because this is
the future. This is the great conpetition, and if we are
| ooking forward China is our greatest adversary. It is now
and it will be presumably for the next century.

And then related to that, China is noving rapidly to
devel op their own carrier force. How do you see the
del aying of the FAXX, to ne, is a real problem How do you
see del aying that project inpacting our ability to conpete
with thenf

General Mahoney: | think what we have to do is keep
our eye on the capabilities that we need. W need | onger

range, deeper penetration, and better sensors. To the
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extent that FAXX would fill that void we need to | ook at
that very cl osely.

Senator Schmitt: Yeah. Well, | would argue that it
does. So we will work with you on that, too.

And then, finally, on sort of recruitnment, which is
going really well which is | think one of the great

positives of the first 250 days or so of this current

adm nistration, I want to just ask you as far as long-term
retention how or -- how can we or should we be incentivizing
service menbers to continue their careers whose -- you know,

they are reaching a point where they nay want to extend it
or not.

In your view, in your experience, what are sonme of the
things that we can do to nake it nore attractive?

General Mahoney: | think all the services are having a
very, very good year on the accession side. | cannot speak
to the other services as far as retention but for the Mrine
Corps side we are alnost at historic |evels of retention,
and sone of the keys that we use to that are an incentive
structure. Sone of the keys are bonuses. Sone of the keys
are |l ateral noves.

But it is neeting the quality talent on their terns and
asking the question of not why are you getting out but how
can we nake you stay.

Senator Schmitt: Thank you. Look forward to working
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wi th you. Congratul ations.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Peters?

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman.

CGeneral Mahoney, great to see you here today and thank
you for your years of service.

As you know, Exercise Northern Strike in M chigan hel ps
train thousands of service nenbers fromover 20 different
countries at the National AlIl-Domain Warfighting Center.
Northern Stri ke takes advantage of, roughly, 17,000 square
mles of special use and all-domain training environments
for kind of realistic joint force training with our gl obal
allies and partners.

In his hearing before our conmttee Adm ral Paparo, the
| NDOPACOM conmander prai sed Northern Strike's inportance to
his command and he said -- | want to quote him because it
was great -- he said, quote, "I treasure it and | want nore

of it and | want to expand it," end of quote.

So ny question for you, sir, is do you agree with
Admiral Paparo's assessnent of the inportance of exercises
| i ke Northern Strike in Mchigan and what role should these
exercises play in advancing DOD s strategic goals of the
| ndo- Paci fic?

General Mahoney: | will go big to small.

| know that the training area up there facilitates sone
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virtual connectivity there as well.

Speaki ng for the Marine Corps, we had our Air and Naval
@infire Liaison Conpany up there and V-22s al so
participating, and it is a great workout in particular for
t he Reserve and sone Cuard.

| have not been on deploynment. | have not been in a
command operations center. | have not been in support of
the unit where the Guard and the Reserves did not play a big
part.

So Northern Strike, not only for the quality of the
trai ning but the denographic of conmbat power that it deals
with, is extrenely inportant.

Senator Peters: Geat. WlIl, thank you, General.

Ceneral, as you know, the AUKUS agreenent is a once-in-
a-generation partnership between Australia, the U K , and
the U S. to share nucl ear-powered submarine technol ogy as
well as to enhance technol ogy col | aborati on between our
three -- these three allies.

| was fortunate to recently visit Australia and | was
i npressed not only with their cutting-edge work on unmanned
technol ogi es but also their unwavering national conm tnent
to the AUKUS agreenent.

As soneone who has extensively studied a potentia

conflict in the Indo-Pacific, | believe that you will agree
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t hat our key advantage in the region is our long-term
relationships with allies and partners which includes AUKUS.

And so ny question for you, sir, is howinportant is
AUKUS in deterring Chinese aggression in the Indo-Pacific
and, if confirmed, would you continue to support this
critical agreenent?

General Mahoney: Senator, | will stay away fromthe
policy side of AUKUS and just | ook at the potential on the
mlitary side.

| have lived in Australia. | went to school in
Australia. | have trained extensively with the Australians
and fought with the Australi ans.

W will not find a nore capable ally and soneone who
has been | eaning into capabilities and capacities that can
only help us in the region and help us in countering
comuni st Chi na.

Senator Peters: Well, as you know, there are two
pillars to AUKUS. The one that tends to get nost of the
attention is the agreenent of submarines -- the Virginia-
cl ass submarines that are com ng online.

But I would argue pillar two is equally if not nore
| nportant, which deals with advanced technol ogi es, energing
t echnol ogi es unmanned. The prograns they have |i ke Ghost
Shark and Ghost Bat and whether in the air or undersea,

really, we have the opportunity to explore sone of those
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endeavors and they are incredibly inpressive.

Could you talk a little bit about pillar tw and, being
soneone very famliar with Australia, how their capabilities
wi || advance our ability to fight the war of the future?

General Mahoney: To the extent that pillar two wll
enhance our mlitary interconnectedness, our ability to
I ntegrate and nove all of those capabilities that you just
tal ked about forward, it is a great initiative.

And, like | said, | have not worked in a place with the
Austral i ans where they have not been |eading forward and
always willing and quite skilled, in fact, at noving
capabilities forward, sonetines outpacing us.

Senator Peters: Geat. Thank you, General.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much.

Senat or Ernst?

Senator Ernst: Thank you, M. Chair.

And today is a solem day of renenbrance so thank you
very much, Ceneral, for renenbering those that |ost their
lives on 9/11 as well as those first responders and those
t hat have served in the global war on terrorism

Thanks for the tine that we were able to spend together
in the office discussing a nunber of priorities. | would
like to start with the announcenent of the pendi ng Nati onal

Def ense Strat egy.
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What it is doing is making clear that defending the
honmel and is the departnent's top priority and that includes
protecting our critical infrastructure, strengthening, of
course, our mssile defenses and enhanci ng our cyber
resilience.

Those will really be at the forefront of our efforts
and in this mssion it does appear that the National Guard
and the Reserves will be an indispensable part of that
equati on.

We know that these forces are uniquely positioned to
defend the honel and not only through di saster response but
al so in energi ng domains |ike cyber and space and, of
course, | amvery partial to the National Guard and the
Reser ves.

Havi ng served in both of those | know firsthand how
vital it is in their contributions to our national defense.

So, Ceneral Mahoney, with the upcom ng National Defense
Strategy placing that renewed enphasis on our honel and
def ense how do you plan to ensure that the m ssion remains
front and center as threats continue to grow and evol ve?

General Mahoney: Thanks, Senator, and | think the
pri mcy of the honel and has been a key tenet of our
strategi es going back at |least as far as 2018, and | think
It has to be that way.

The military reason that it needs to be that way is it
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nmust be considered as a power projection platform You
cannot push off a platformthat is faulty. You cannot push
off a foundation that is weak, and all of the attributes
that you tal ked about have to be strengthened and fortified.

Going to the Guard and Reserve, as | nentioned earlier,
| have never been in a situation deployed or otherw se -- or
conti ngent of conbat where Guardsnen and Reserves were not a
big part of the picture.

So to strengthen that aspect of it not only for the
honmel and but to play the away ganme as well is inportant.

Senator Ernst: No, | appreciate that very nuch, and
just rem ndi ng people that the reason our great United
States cane to be, the reason our col onies cane together as
states and forned the great United States of America, was
for the common defense of our nation.

So it is incredibly inportant that our mlitary is
positioned to defend our honel and.

What role do you envision for the National Guard and
our great Reservists out there as they are playing a role in
building a resilience against these threats both here in the
honel and and abr oad?

General Mahoney: | do not think you can realistically
tal k about an integrated joint approach without bringing in
the Guard and Reserve and recent history is replete with

t hat point.
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So what | would say is even by -- | know t hat
statutorily and policy wise there is a differentiation
bet ween Guard, Reserve, and acti ve.

But when we | ook at the total force, the integrated
force, and Chairman Caine as the integrator, this is a
whole. This is a single denographic of conmbat power, once
again, whether it is at hone or away.

Senator Ernst: Yeah, thank you. W have tal ked
extensively this norning about the defense industrial base
and its revitalization. That is really inportant.

In order to deliver upon the safety for our great
United States we have to nmake sure that we have the
platforns and the nmunitions that are avail abl e.

So | amjust going to make a plug. W have facilities
in lowa |ike the lowa Arny ammunition plant, which will be

an inportant part of delivering nunitions for our mlitary.

Al so, the Rock Island Arsenal which is situated -- it
actually belongs to Illinois but is situated in the
M ssi ssippi River dividing lowa and Illinois.

Maki ng sure that we are able to expand production and
support those facilities will be very inportant in the
future. So how do you plan to ensure that that industrial
base can neet the demand for these critical systens while
al so sustaining support for our allies in a very brief

answer, please?

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

General Mahoney: |If confirnmed as the chairman of the
JROC | will make sure that the defense industrial base is a
| eadi ng consideration fromrequirenents to resources.

Senator Ernst: And | will take it. | have no tine
remai ning. Thank you very nmuch. | |look forward to
supporting your confirmtion.

Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Ernst, and | am
glad you drilled down on the Guard and the Reserve.

Senat or Kai ne?

Senator Kai ne: Thank you, M. Chair.

I would like to begin by associating nyself with
comments of ny coll eagues earlier in the hearing.

First, Senator Wcker, | appreciate you having a nonent
of silence in honor of those who lost lives or famly on
9/11 -- the attack occurred in Virginia and other |ocations
-- and also for your nonent of silence to think about
political violence.

I did not know M. Kirk but | think many of ny Senate
col l eagues did and sone consi dered hi macquai ntance and sone
considered hima friend. And so | offered prayers for his
famly in the university community yesterday.

But as | amsitting here | ooking at coll eagues who nmay
have known him | know how devastating it was to our

col | eagues Senator Kl obuchar and Senator Smith when their
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friends were killed a couple nonths back.

And so | feel for ny coll eagues, anybody in this body
who knew or were friends with, acquaintance with M. Kirk.
It is just so sad. There have been 300 instances of
political violence in this country since January 6th.

W have a col | eague, Senator Kelly, whose life was
dramatically changed. W have a col | eague, Congressnan
Scal i se, whose life was dramatically changed by politica
vi ol ence, and those of us on this commttee who travel
around the world and interact with | eaders they kind of | ook
at us as, like, this is who you are.

We do not really think it is who we are but it is
becom ng so common and we have to figure out a way out of
it. | do not have any answers but | amvery troubled this
norning in the aftermath of it.

I want to thank Senator Reed for raising the questions
that you rai sed about the Venezuela strike. The idea of the
Framers that we should not be engaged in mlitary action
wi t hout Congress they canme up with that idea when George
Washi ngton was the president.

They had a president they revered who was a great
mlitary | eader and, yet, they did not think the decision
about use of mlitary force in hostilities should be
dependent upon one person and we have yet to get answers

about some critical aspects of the attack.
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And the decision to interdict versus attack is a really
| nportant one because interdiction often gets you evi dence
that you can then use to prosecute or go after the higher-
ups or the kingpins. And so we still do not have an
under st andi ng of why there was an attack rather than an
i nterdiction.

Many of ny coll eagues have joined ne in a letter
seeki ng answers to those questions and | hope we w il get
t hem

And, finally, I want to associate nmyself w th Senator
Bl unenthal and the sanctions bill that is currently on the
tabl e before us that has overwhel m ng bi parti san support.

I can understand a desire to pause action on that while
we woul d seek sone resolution with Russia and Ukrai ne but
during the pause what we have seen i s Russian aggression
grow i n Ukraine agai nst EU offices in Ukrai ne and now
agai nst Pol and.

And | agree with you, General Mhoney, whether it was
intentional, which I think it likely was, or unintentional,
whi ch woul d rai se a whol e set of other troubling questions,
| do believe there needs to be a response fromthe
adm nistration and fromthis body.

Let nme ask you this, CGeneral Mahoney. You are very
well qualified for the position. | support your nom nation.

| appreciated our visit.
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The press is reporting that the DOD is going to send
Its reconciliation spending plan to Congress sonetine in

Septenber. Do you have any infornmation here today about the

status of that plan and when we will likely see it?
General Mahoney: | do not have any specific
i nformation on that, Senator. | know as the uber budget guy

in the Marine Corps we have put our spend plan together and
submtted it. | do not know when it will be delivered.

Senat or Kai ne: Ckay.

You know, the reconciliation bill called for it by
August 22. | amnot conpletely surprised that it was not to
us by then because this is a big anobunt of noney and we want
to make sure we spend it the right way.

But | do hope we get it soon so that in response to
Senator Wcker's questions | know you will make sure we
execute on the plan. But we are very interested in that
pl an here.

I want to ask you, General Mahoney, you have often been
bef ore our Readi ness Subconmttee in earlier iterations. |
want to ask you sone readi ness questions.

How wi I | you think about assessing readi ness across the
joint force, especially when it cones to preparedness for
executing O plans?

General Mahoney: And | think we m ght have di scussed

this in Readiness. There is -- the man, train, and equip
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aspect of it that the services own and then there is the
exercises versus O plan that are primarily owned by the
COCOMVE.

| think the chairman as the integrator also has an
exercise flow where he brings all those things together to
work out the entire joint force end to end, whether it is
versus a specific O plan or scenario or whether it is
t hrough derived scenarios as well.

So it looks like a pyramd fromthe services going up
to the chairman as the gl obal integrator

Senator Kaine: | will just say as | hand back,
readi ness of joint enablers |ike strategic lift, contested
| ogi stics, communi cations networks, very inportant,
especially in | NDOPACOM

I know you are aware of that. The fact that you have
done so much work in the | NDOPACOM already | think is going
to stand you in a good pl ace.

General Mahoney: | believe that is why the chairman's
role as the global integrator is so inportant because of
t hose enabl ers that may not exist on a magenta |ine that
defines a COCOM

Senator Kaine: Yeah. Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Sheehy?
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Senat or Sheehy: Good norning, General.
Congratul ati ons on your nomination. Geat to speak with you
the other day at the Marine Corps wel cone back reception.

Culture, war fighting, recruiting -- those are your
job. Those are Secretary Hegseth's job. As | expressed to
you, ny core concern is our ability to fill the nmagazi nes,
build the ships, maintain the planes, and ensure that when
our war fighters go toe to toe with our next adversary they
have the platforns that they need and a 21st century
warfare, as we are seeing, is inherently a platformwarfare
envi ronnment .

And right now our platformcapabilities, although
exqui site on the drawi ng board and exquisite in the test
range, it is hard to scale them

They are expensive and they are hard to replace, and ny
sole focus on this commttee right nowis to ensure that the
next time we face off wth an adversary and we have holes in
the bottom of the ocean and we have parachutes com ng out of
cockpits because planes are being shot down we have the
ability to have a force that is attritable, that is
repl aceabl e, scal able, and that can be done quickly in a
battlefield tinme frame.

So right now we have a shipbuilding industry that has
becone sclerotic. Qur ability to scale those and stabilize

requi rements to produce ships repeatedly quickly is
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chal |l enged. That can also be carried over to our aircraft
manuf acturing capability.

What are going to be your -- there has been studies and
op-eds and articles and hearings about this ad nauseam for
years and we have been tal king about it, but nothing has
real ly changed fundanentally and the tine for change is now.

We cannot continue to have conmm ssions and studies and
papers and reports, and MKinsey and Rand and every ot her
consul ting conpany cones in and gives us a thousand- page
report of howto fix it. W need to start fixing it. It
needs to start now.

So what is your day one, week one, year one plan to
begin fixing this industrial-based challenge so that we are
ready for the next war?

CGeneral Mahoney: Senator, thanks, and thanks for the
time in your office.

| have been on the JROC now for about two years and
sone of the snmartest people on the planet do the analysis --
do the gap analysis, the capability portfoli o managenent
revi ews.

What we need to do is nake sure that that is done in
tinme that we have yet to consider. Eight hundred days, not
good. So there is a tine aspect to it and then there is a
step change that needs to happen once you go froma sol ution
identification to bringing industry in and in ny opening
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comrents | said all of industry.

We have been glued to, and in sone cases rightfully so,
a small group of vendors that have cone down froma | arger
group in the past and we need to invite smaller, we need to
invite different, nore innovative and fast-noving conpanies
into the acquisition process earlier.

That is the only way, | believe, that we are going to
see the step change that we require. So |ower the barriers
to entry. Incentivize these conpanies to cone in. Engender
conpetition, which wll engender speed, which will engender
product -- greater capabilities and greater quality, and
from you know, day one of the JROC | will pick up where
Admral Gady left off and push those |ines of effort
f orwar d.

And, you know, | do not want to run on here too nuch
but | said earlier the requirenents to resources continuum -
- the system the gears that run -- we have to keep an eye
on that fromthe beginning to the end or one of the gears
will be com ng disengaged or it will start running slow and
we will be back where we start ed.

One other point. The gold-plated in 800 days is not
sufficient when we can get the operationally relevant in a
very short period of tinme. It is, you know, like, the
acqui sition Pareto principle.

Let us get the 80 percent solution in 20 percent of the
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time at 20 percent of the cost instead of 100 percent 800
days | ater at sone astronom cal cost that we can neither
afford or control.

Senator Sheehy: Well, | agree with that 100 percent
and, you know, when it cones to the Navy | would rather have
a hundred frigates than five destroyers and we need to
accept risk again in our acquisition process.

In an effort to reduce risk we have created a process
that is focused on the process, not on the outcone. W need
to accept iteration as part of it, accept that each
iteration is not going to be perfect and we can continue to
refine that product.

But gol d-plated requirenents in engineering to
perfection wll create a brittleness in our acquisition
process that is going to renove the scale and speed that we
need.

So thank you for your focus on that. You have ny
support. Thank you.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Schmtt. Thank
you, Senator Sheehy.

| know you and | can see that far but not much further.

I think Senator Slotkin is next. |Is that you down there?

Yes. Ckay.

Senat or Sl otkin: Thank you, Chairman.

General Mahoney, wel cone. Thank you for being here,

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO
www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

73

particularly on a solem day. This was ny first anniversary
of 9/11 in the Senate and | was heartened to hear the sirens
go off this norning at the exact tines that the planes hit
and to hear -- there was a voice that canme over, | think,
the entire canpus noting that there had been a pl ane headed
for this building on that day. So | thought that was an

| nportant rem nder.

You are nom nated to be the nunber two, the vice
chai rman, so that neans you wll be the nunber two in the
country mlitary advisor to the President of the United
St at es.

Qur troops are intended by |law to protect against
foreign adversaries and to never advance the interest of one
political party or their political agenda. That is one of
the things I think we can agree on that separates us froma
pl ace |i ke China.

You know, you will have that responsibility of giving
best mlitary advice but also, as we discussed in ny office,
representing the interests of the mlitary and the
reputation of the mlitary, which | know you have given your
life to.

| mean, you have done incredible service for this
institution that, as we discussed, really raised you to be
the four-star general that you are.

You are al so com ng from being the assistant comandant
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to the Marine Corps and that means you oversaw the 700
Marines that deployed to L.A along with the National Guard
wi t hout the consent of the governor out there in June and
July, and according to a report -- a DOD report that cane
out through Reuters, it was a docunent that said --
entitled, "Los Angeles Cvil Unrest Standing Rules for the
Use of Force," and it stated, quote, "that the very nature
of donmestic operations, Anmerican mlitary forces operating
in U S comunities has such significant inplications that
the m stakes of a few soldiers can have far-reaching social,
political, and operational effects.”

And the docunent cites a cautionary tale of Mrine
Corporal O enente Banuel os who many years ago was on a j oint
m ssion in 1997 in Texas and saw a high schooler with a
rifle. The high schooler was herding goats and ended up
killing that high school er.

Can you wal k me through? You know, you are now wanti ng
to be the nunber two mlitary advisor to the President.

What issues did you raise when you got the order to send 700
Marines? Wat concerns did you have? What did you sort of
push and pull in that conversation to nmake sure to protect
both civilians but the reputation of the mlitary?

General Mahoney: Senator, thanks. And when that order
came down our discussion was how do we acconplish the

m ssion and are we trai ned, manned, and equi pped for it, and
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t hat di scussion went on very seriously fromthe conmandant
right on down to the conpany commanders that were going to
go forward.

I will tell you that we trained to the standing rules
of the use of force. W trained de-escal ati on techni ques.
We trained on the personal protective equi pnent, which I
woul d expect of Marines to do before they left the assenbly
ar ea.

And | wll tell you that the deepest conversation and
t he deepest concern with nmaking sure that those Marines were
ready to execute orders professionally were those battalion
commanders and those conpany conmanders to tal k about
reputation of the cloth.

They woul d not step forward across the |ine of
departure until they were manned, trained, and equi pped to
acconplish the mission that they had been given.

Senator Slotkin: So if you were asked -- you know, now
the President tal ks about sending troops to other places --
I f you were asked to change the rules of engagenent to
i nclude arrest, detention of American citizens, hot pursuit
i nstead of, you know, tag team ng with | aw enforcenment you
were asked to change those rul es of engagenent so that the

US mlitary would be engaging in what | believe to be

unl awful actions in the streets of Anerica -- would you push
back on that or other illegal orders that contravene the
Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

www.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

76

Constitution?

General Mahoney: Before | go too far down the
hypot heti cal here, which is reasonable, ny best mlitary
judgnment in my position now or should | be confirnmed will be
based on the facts and circunstances and the tasks that we
have been given and the effect that we are trying to achieve
and the training that we need in order to do it.

That entire cascade of receipt of order to calling out
the tasks explicit and inplied, building courses of action
so that the --

Senator Slotkin: | understand, but if something was --
and this is alnost an issue of conscience at this point,
right?

We are relying on your issue of conscience that if you
were asked to do sonething that contravened the Constitution
and would greatly hurt the reputation of the mlitary that
you -- and privately -- | do not need you to do it publicly,
but that you would stand up and push back and give your best
mlitary advice agai nst such actions.

General Mahoney: Senator, that -- and | will do that
publicly. That is an easy question. If | amever put into
a situation where 38 years of an oath is put at risk to do
sonet hing different the answer is sinple.

I will adhere to nmy oath to the Constitution. That is

what is expected fromthe chairman. That is what is
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the Anerican peopl e.

Senator Slotkin: | appreciate that. Thank you. |
believe ny tinme is up.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Budd?

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairman.

Ceneral, it is good to see you. | enjoyed the tine
| ast week in the office. Thanks to your comments in regards
to the sol emmness of this day. Thanks for your wllingness
and that of your famly to continue to serve.

So one of ny priorities in this role has been to reform
the foreign mlitary sales process. In our travels to visit
with allies around the world that has been a continual point
of frustration.

W want themto get the weapons and the equi pnent in
pl aces |i ke Taiwan and the Philippines and we want it to be
done nore quickly. One recommendation | have heard is to
bake exportability into the production of these technol ogies
at the outset of the devel opnent.

Now, that devel opnment is constrained by the
requi rements that you would put into the process. So what
do you think about baking exportability into the
requirenent s?

CGeneral Mahoney: Senator, | just amnot -- | just am

7
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not a foreign mlitary sales specialist but | will go to |
think the commonal ity between the defense industrial base,
what they produce, how they produce it, how quickly they
produce it, and foreign mlitary sales.

I nean, the defense industrial base and the foreign
mlitary sales industrial base are essentially the sane
t hi ng.

Senator Budd: So if we could just broaden the question
a bit. You may not be an expert on foreign mlitary sal es,
giving your best mlitary advice do you think there are ways
that we could speed up the process and that we shoul d?

General Mahoney: | think pursuant to the di scussions
we have had today, yes.

Senat or Budd: Thank you.

Let us talk a little bit about training. | know you
have a history as an aviator. You are famliar with the
limtations that the frontline units face, particularly with
their training ranges, threat replication, OPSEC protocols,
just to nane a few.

These Iimtations inpact the training and readi ness of
the joint force for near peer conflict. So, if confirned,
how woul d you approach overcom ng these chal | enges?

General Mahoney: Thanks for the question.

As a career aviator we have run into restrictions in

ai rspace, restrictions in emssions, restrictions in the
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physi cal space bel ow you, what you can expend, how you can
expend it.

So the -- two ways to get beyond that, and that is
virtual and constructive elenents of the training continuum

You will never get, in ny opinion, beyond the live
f eedback, the |ive aspect.

But in order to sensitize and work out the | onger-range
systens, the nore exquisite systens, the systens that need
to emt and receive wthout tipping your hand and al so
getting a workout we need to enphasi ze virtual and
constructive aspect as well.

So that live, virtual, constructive continuum those
parts nmake up the greater part of the whole.

Senat or Budd: Thank you, General.

So one of the provisions | led in this year's NDAA it
strengt hens the departnent's ability to use tactical data
| i nks, sonething | imagine you know a | ot about,
specifically Link 16, and for testing and for training in
the national airspace system

So can you speak about the inportance of Link 16 in the
joint warfighting concept and the inportance of preventing
bureaucracy frominpeding the ability in how we train and
how we fight?

General Mahoney: Senator, this |inks back to the

di scussion we just had about |imtations on training ranges
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and being able to use certain waveforns.

As an aviator | have been using Link 16 for a |ong
time. It is the data link systemof record and it is
critical to joint command and control.

So accommodations that can be nmade to use that
waveform to use that data link so that we are expert at it.
Once again, we do not get under center with no reps wth

the data |ink across the systens is extrenely inportant.

Senator Budd: Thank you, General.

A different topic. In your understanding who currently
owns the DOD s requirenents for joint protection from
unmanned aerial systens?

General Mahoney: | amsorry, could you repeat? The
joint --

Senator Budd: Yeah. Unnmanned aerial systens. Who in
t he departnent owns that and is in charge of it?

General Mahoney: The air --

Senator Budd: Let ne preface it just a little bit

| understand that NORTHCOM acts as a synchroni zer here,
kind of a consultant on that. But as you see it right now
are you satisfied with the jointness of the requirenents and
the solutions noving forward in regards to unmanned aeri al
systens?

General Mahoney: This is an area where maybe we were
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sl ow on the get-go but we are noving very, very quickly. W
have service executives and we have a conbined joint task
force for UAS and for counter UAS and | am happy that we are
novi ng at speed now and everybody in what was ki nd of
ungoverned space is starting to nove in the sane direction.

Senator Budd: Thank you. | appreciate your
w llingness to serve. | |ook forward to supporting your
nom nati on.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Budd.

Senat or Duckwort h?

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Ceneral Mahoney, thank you for your service, obviously,
and thank you for our great conversation this week.

| could spend ny tinme with you discussing real security
chal |l enges facing the joint force but | aminstead forced to
address the unthi nkabl e.

Foll owi ng up on Senator Slotkin's question about
deploying mlitary to our nation's cities, the President of
the United States has actually declared war on Chicago and
is threatening to send troops there.

Not agai nst a foreign eneny, not in response to an
arned attack, not in response to a natural disaster or riots
in the streets. He is sinply declaring war on an Anerican
city.

Ceneral, do you think it is appropriate for our troops

81
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CGeneral Mahoney: Senator, | think the appropriate use
of the mlitary is to protect all Anericans under all
ci rcunst ances.

Senator Duckworth: Answer ny question, CGeneral. Do
you think it is appropriate for our troops to be used to
perform policing duties on Arericans on U. S. soil ?

General Mahoney: Policing duties is not a direct
m ssion that | amaware of, certainly not for the Mrine
Cor ps.

Senat or Duckworth: Thank you.

The President seens to think so. He has declared war
on Chicago. He is puffing his chest, brazenly threatening

to use the mlitary to stage chaos and fear in our

comrunities so he can swoop in and normalize having mlitary

personnel on the streets of Anerica.

This is political theater that our fine nen and wonen
in uniformdid not sign up for.

General, if confirmed and the President asked the
mlitary to deploy to an Anerican city would you
unequi vocal | y advi se against a mlitary engagi ng
donestically in arrests, detentions, and violations of civil
rights?

General Mahoney: Senator, | would conply with the | aw

I would conply with ny experience of 38 years and ny oath

82
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that | have taken to the Constitution. | cannot inagine any
situation where our task would be to violate any Anerican
citizen's civil rights.

Senat or Duckworth: Okay. | have directly heard from
constituents who are scared that our nation's armed forces
will cone to their door, that unifornmed troops will cone to
their child s school, to their workplace, to be arrested, to
be thrown into unmarked vehicles and pulled onto a mlitary
base to be detained there.

Trunmp is intentionally blurring the lines between the
mlitary and the police to intimdate those who dare to
speak out against his harnful policies.

This separation of our mlitary and the police forces
Is core to our Constitution, which everyone in uniform
i ncl uding you and ne and ny col | eagues on this dais have
sworn an oath to defend.

Qur Founders enshrined protections in our Bill of
Rights to protect Anmericans fromthis kind of abuse after
the British arny invaded hones and engaged in unreasonabl e
searches and sei zures.

As a daughter of the Anmerican Revol ution whose famly
has fought for this nation fromits founding, | amhorrified
that President Trunp is shredding the Constitution to turn
our nation's mlitary agai nst Anmericans.

Everyone deserves to feel safe fromcrine but our
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nation's mlitary is not the best tool to fight it. That is
what the police are for.

But Trunp slashed at |east $800 million from
initiatives to prevent |local crine, curb illegal guns, and
support victinms of crine.

So let us be clear. Donald Trunp does not care about
crime. You and |, General, both know how costly it is for
our mlitary to take our eyes off the ball, and I
appreci ated your conmtnent to nme, if confirmed, to ensure
the joint forces focus on the Indo-Pacific, an area where
you have substantial experience both on deploynents and in a
| eadership role.

I am concerned that forcing the mlitary to turn
against their fellow Americans takes away tinme, attention,
and resources frominnovating and solving the security
chal l enges in the | ndo-Pacific.

We know the mlitary can do its job but |I do not think
our mlitary should be patrolling the streets as they are
here in D.C. where they are spending their time with their
Mis pi cki ng up garbage.

Wil e our troops are focused on policing, who is
guardi ng us against foreign threats? Wat risks to our
national security are we willing to swal |l ow?

We have al ready seen our adversaries taking advantage.

But President Trunmp will not stand up to Putin so he is
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pi cking a fight w th Chicago.

The mlitary wll always answer the call to protect and
defend the Constitution of the United States. But you and |
both know that if the mlitary has to support this dangerous
di straction and execute all of its core mssions at the sane
time it will stretch our mlitary too thin.

You are nore than qualified for this position, General,
but | am deeply concerned that there will be a price to be
paid by our troops and the Anerican people for this
President's hubris and this President's attenpts to
normal i ze putting troops on the streets in our city, and I
hope that you will stand up and advi se agai nst, as you have
already commtted to doing, msuse of our mlitary and
unconstitutional use of our mlitary.

Thank you. | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator.

Senator G II|ibrand?

Senator Gllibrand: M. Chairman, thank you for the
opportunity to tal k here today.

General Mahoney, | echo sone of the concerns that were
menti oned by Senator Duckworth. W are in a tine of grave
ri sk, chall enges, adversaries rising, the investnents that
Chi na have nade over the past 15 years in mlitarization,
the war in Ukraine, the war in the Mddle East.

These are huge pressures on United States citizens and
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United States security and security of our allies and the
nost inportant job that you have is to express advice and
gui dance to the President of the United States that is based
on your years of acumen, study, and experience and we need
you to understand that you could be the difference between
an action that is harnful and an action that is hel pful
based on your years of experience.

And so ny fundanmental question to you is are you
prepared to stand in the breach of a terrible decision and
the right decision for the national security and for the
United States?

General Mahoney: The direct answer, Senator, is yes.

Two sub bullets. | commt to you to adhere to the oath
that | took as a second |lieutenant and that | have repeated
right up until four star.

And the second point is if there is divergence from
that oath I wll speak out.

Senator Gllibrand: Thank you. Thank you very nuch,
Gener al .

This is the nost inportant job you will ever do in your
career and the responsibility on your shoulders is
significant.

So we as the Senate, as the Arnmed Services Conmttee,
will be trusting in you to give us unfiltered advice, to

give the President of the United States unfiltered advice,
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and to not stand down when opposed by people in the
adm ni stration who di sagree with you.

You nust stand forthrightly and al ways give the right

advi ce.
General Mahoney: | commt to that, Senator.
Senator G llibrand: Thank you very nuch.
A second question | just want to address with you -- we

have a rising issue of unmanned aerial drones. W have a
ri sing chall enge of drone incursions over mlitary bases
such as Langley. W have drone incursions now over allies
that we just -- is nobst recently in the news.

We need a policy with regard to our own nationa
security about how we are going to use drone technol ogy, how
we are going to defend agai nst drone technol ogy, and in ny
opi nion the biggest blind spot we have in the United States
i s domestic blindness.

We do not have a solution if an adversarial drone is
hovering over a major city or a mmjor sporting event or a
maj or nusi cal event.

W do not have a policy if adversarial drones are
hoveri ng over Langley for two weeks straight with no
recourse and no deci sion being nade to do sonethi ng about
it, and we do not yet have all the technol ogy and i nvest nent
that we need to nmake sure that we can prepare and respond

appropriately to know who are manni ng those drones -- if it
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If it is a spy network.

That is the kinds of intelligence that we need to be
able to have a policy that is effective. | would |ike your
commtnent that you will work with this conmttee on a very
robust drone policy about how to keep civilians safe over
| ar ge gat herings such as sporting events and concerts as
wel |l as our nen and wonen who serve in the armed services
when they are hovering over our inportant intelligence
sites, inmportant mlitary sites, inportant equi pnment sites.

| need to have the commtnent that you will take this
as seriously as the proliferation of war that it could well
be.

General Mahoney: Senator, you have ny conplete
commi tment and you just described the tapestry of how we
need to go about it.

Senator Gllibrand: Thank you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Senator Budd: [Presiding.] Senator Kelly, you are
recogni zed.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, M. Chairman.

Ceneral, great seeing you again. Good to see an A6
intruder pilot here in front of the commttee. | |ove that
ai r pl ane.

I want to discuss electronic warfare with you. As you
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know, we face a lot of challenges in the Western Pacific.
The EWenvironnent is changing dramatically, and to be
successful in a conflict we are going to have to utilize
some nonkinetic capabilities as well beyond what we can
today and that neans we need to be able to test and
experinent and train, all in a realistic operational

envi ronnment across all domai ns agai nst energi ng technol ogi es
and peer threats.

That is why in the fiscal year '26 NDAA we added a
provision to carry out a denonstration of a joint nmulti-
domai n kinetic and nonkinetic testing and trai ning
envi ronment across the services by connecting existing
ranges and training sites in the Western states so stitching
t hese things together.

And we have seen efforts |ike the Western Regi onal
Range Conpl ex where it can provide warfighters with
realistic training in both very conpl ex and congest ed
mul ti pl e donmain and el ectroni c magnetic spectrum
envi ronnents through a conbi nati on of advanced |ive and
virtual and constructive environnments with advanced nodel i ng
simulation all together with the relevant threat systens.

So in your view, Ceneral, howinportant is it to have
joint nmulti-domain testing and training environnents that
bl ends ki netic and nonkinetic efforts and effects to enable
realistic training?
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General Mahoney: Senator, it is critical and it is not
an option. Back in the A6 days we used to be pretty good at
this, of penetrate, exploit, using the EM spectrum whether
It was EA6Bs, whether it was F-111s, and we got out of that

business for a long tinme, probably for the right reasons.

But all the things that you indicate, and going back to

Senator Budd's point about training, |live, virtual,
constructive, stitching together the ranges, having the
ability to emt and receive and work out the systens is

critical. It is not a choice.

Senator Kelly: And can you talk a little bit about how

this applies to a conflict wwth China, which | do not
believe is inevitable, but a conflict with China in the
Western Pacific?

General Mahoney: Use of, exploitation of, and the
ability to mani pulate the EM spectrumis part of your
warfighting function of fires, of intel, et cetera, and you
have to be able to do that in the way that you just spoke
about froma training perspective in order to apply it
shoul d we have to fight.

Senator Kelly: And what are sone of the challenges to
getting this established here in CONUS and how are we goi ng
to overcone these chall enges?

General Mahoney: If confirnmed as the chairman of the

JROC this would be one of the key operational problens that
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we pursue, which is electronic warfare nore specifically but
el ectromagneti c spectrum You can use the word dom nance or
expl oi tati on.

So in ny position, should |I be confirnmed, this would be
an operational problemthat we will hit head on.

Senator Kelly: You know, | think it is a nulti-
depart nent approach here. W are going to have to work with
the FAA. W have already started to do sone of that.

But to be able to get this airspace appropriately
stitched together and al so even beyond the EW you know,
trai ning as weapon systens becone nore advanced, you know --
well, air-to-air mssile systens are becom ng | onger range
so we need bigger ranges. The stick is |onger.

We cannot have guys, you know, having to turn and just
i mredi ately take a shot virtual or real and then imrediately
turn around and try to do it again. | mean, that gets, you
know, really chall enging.

| have anot her question about -- you know, |ike, before
| was an A6 guy | was at the U S. Merchant Marine Acadeny.
Talk a little bit briefly in my remaining tinme about how
inmportant it is for us to rebuild our U S. Merchant Marine
when you are considering |ogistics across a 5,000-mle
Paci fic Ccean.

General Mahoney: You know, you want a new i dea read an

ol d book and | ook at the Merchant Marine and how t hey
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enabl ed victory in Wrld War 11.

W need to take that not as an exact nodel but as an
exenpl ar of how we need to build back nerchant shi pping,
merchant sailors fromthe master --

Senator Kelly: Al right. Thank you, General.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Senator Kelly.

Senat or Warren?

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairmn, and
congratul ati ons, General Mhoney, on your nom nati on.

This adm nistration's politicization of the mlitary
under m nes our denocracy and is a betrayal of the nen and
wonmen who signed up to put their lives on the line to
protect this country.

The Posse Comtatus Act is clear that the mlitary
general ly shoul d not be used for donestic | aw enforcenent
activities. But the Trunp adm nistration has depl oyed the
mlitary to performlaw enforcenent functions in Los Angel es
and Washington, D.C. and threatened to send troops into
Chi cago, Baltinore, and New Ol eans.

When Secretary Hegseth cane before this commttee in
June | asked hi m how many Anerican cities he woul d depl oy
troops to and he woul d not rule out any nunber, even if

those m ssions put our mlitary readi ness at risk.

CGeneral Mahoney, if you are confirnmed you will be
responsi ble for overseeing joint mlitary requirenents. |If
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this commttee asks for your best mlitary judgnent on
whet her these operations are hurting readiness will you
share any concerns with us?

General Mahoney: Senator, | wll.

Senator Warren: Ckay. | appreciate that.

A US. district court recently ruled that the Trunp
adm nistration willfully -- that is their word -- violated
the Posse Comitatus Act during the troop deploynent in Los
Angel es. Arrests and detention should only be perforned by
civilian | aw enforcenent, not the mlitary.

But the court found both bystanders and federal
agencies, including the mlitary conmander, were unable to
di stinguish the nmenbers of the mlitary fromfederal |aw
enf orcenent agenci es.

CGeneral Mahoney, federal courts may soon find that
depl oynents to Washi ngton, Chicago, and Baltinore were
illegal. If confirnmed, will your mlitary advice be to act
I n accordance with the findings of federal courts?

General Mahoney: Senator, they will. In the fullness
of a judicial process, if something is found | egal or
illegal the advice will be based on that finding as a
concl usi ve finding.

Senator Warren: Ckay. You are going to follow the
courts then?

General Mahoney: That is correct.
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Senator Warren: Al right.

So earlier this year the Trunp adm nistration took $1
billion that Congress had appropriated for barracks
renovations and redirected that noney for border operations.

This is funding neant to address barracks that have becone
conpl etely unlivable, places with overfl ow ng sewage and
fire systens that do not work.

You provided testinony to the Readi ness Subcomm ttee
earlier this year that investing in quality of |ife, quote,

"specifically our barracks for our Mrines," close quote,
are key investnents, quote, "if we are going to count on
themto generate a lethal force."

But the cost of asking the mlitary to police American
communities is only going to grow and eat into funds that
are specifically designated by Congress to support our
t roops.

So, Ceneral Mahoney, will you commt to providing this
commttee with your best mlitary advice if you believe that

funding is being noved w thout congressional authorization

in a way that underm nes service nenbers' quality of life?

General Mahoney: Senator, | commt to giving you ny
best mlitary advice on all issues, this one included.
Senator Warren: | appreciate that.

You know, it is conpletely un-Anerican to unleash our

troops on U S. cities over the objections of their
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denocratically el ected governors and nayors.

This President recently posted that Chicago wll,
quote, "find out why it is called the Departnent of \War."
Wil e he has since denied that he neant to declare war on
our own citizens, nmake no m stake, this is dangerous.

We cannot let the mlitary beconme a political weapon to
I ntimdate our communities and | urge ny Republican
col | eagues to wake up and stop the President and the
Secretary fromgrossly abusing his authority and abusi ng our
military.

Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairman. | yield back.

Senat or Budd: Thank you.

This concl udes today's hearing. | would like to thank
our witness for his testinony. For the information of
menbers, questions for the record will be due to the
comrittee by 12: 00 p.m on Friday.

We are adj ourned.

[ Wher eupon, at 11:21 a.m, the hearing was adjourned. ]
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