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HEARI NGS TO EXAM NE THE NOM NATI ON OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL
DOUGLAS A. SCHI ESS, USSF, TO BE GENERAL AND CH EF OF SPACE
OPERATI ONS.

Thur sday, July 16, 2026

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m, in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the commttee, presiding.

Conmittee Menbers Present: Senators W cker
[presiding], Fischer, Ernst, Cramer, Scott, Tuberville,

Banks, Moody, Reed, Blunenthal, and King.
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OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chairman Wcker: The conmttee will cone to order.

The commttee neets today to consider the nom nation of
Li eut enant Ceneral Douglas Schiess, who is nomnated to be
Chi ef of Space Qperations for the U S. Space Force. This
hearing cones at a pivotal nonent for both our nation's
security and the future of the Space Force. |[If confirned,
Ceneral Schiess will beconme the third Chief of Space
Qperations. That distinction reflects the relative youth of
this service.

Wil e the Space Force has already proven its value to
the Joint Force, it is still building the institutions,
culture, talent, pipeline, and operational concepts that
will define the service for generations. The Space Force
was established because our nation recogni zed that
superiority in space is essential to maintaining deterrence
on earth. Today, that mssion is nore inportant than ever.

The next Chief of Space OQperations will assune
responsibility as two trends converge. First, the strategic
environnment is becom ng nore dangerous even as the demands
of the service continue to grow. The United States no
| onger has the luxury of view ng space as a perm ssive
environnent. China and Russia have nade clear that they see

space as a critical warfighting domain. They continue to
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i nvest in capabilities designed to challenge Anerica's
mlitary advantage. Beijing and Moscow are devel opi ng
weapons to disrupt our satellites, degrade our

communi cations, interfere with navigation, and threaten the
systens that enable every joint mlitary operation.

So, to neet that challenge, we need two things:

I ncreased resources and faster production tinelines. On the
| atter point, |I'mpleased to see how the Space Force is
adopting the FORGED Act's requirenents for portfolio
acquisition executives. This is a significant opportunity
to stream ine decision making, inprove accountability, and
accel erate the devel opnent and fielding of the resilient
space capabilities that our warfighters need.

We nust successfully inplenment these refornms if the
Space Force is to keep pace with rapidly evolving threats
and del i ver operational advantages at the speed today's
strategic environnment demands. All of this will require an
agil e workforce. Congress enacted the Personnel Mnagenent
Act, PMA, to help the Space Force build such a team The
PMA gi ves the Space Force the flexibility to build and
sustain a workforce that can nove seanl essly between ful
time and part tinme service, which can attract specialized
tal ent and adapt as m ssion requirenents evol ve.

Congress has an inportant role to play in ensuring that

t he Space Force has the resources, authorities, and
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| eadershi p necessary to neet those challenges. W also have
a responsibility to help the American peopl e understand why
the Space Force exists and why its mission matters. Space
capabilities underpin our national security, our econony,
and our way of life. Space technol ogy enabl es the systens
we use for mssile warning, precision navigation,

communi cations, intelligence collection, and the operations
of every mlitary service.

As the threat in space grows, public understandi ng nust
grow as well. The Anerican peopl e should understand that
i nvestnents in the Space Force are investnents in our
security, our prosperity, and our strategic advantage. One
of the defining responsibilities of the next Chief of Space
Qperations will be ensuring that the Space Force grows at a
pace that matches the threat. Qur conpetitors are rapidly
expandi ng their forces and fielding new capabilities. The
United States cannot afford to respond with increnental
growth, while the threat accel erates.

So, | look forward to hearing how General Schiess wll
expand the Space Force to neet increasing m ssion
requirements. Wth that, | turn to ny friend and col | eague,
Ranki ng Menber Reed.

STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHODE
| SLAND

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairman. And

E VY
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Ceneral Schiess, welcone to you and your famly, and
congratul ati ons on your nomination to be the next Chief of
Space Operations, and thank you for your continued
willingness to |ead.

| woul d take a nonent to acknow edge that the conflict
in lran, which has tested the Space Force considerably in
the past 5 nonths. Space Force assets were anong the first
to be deployed in Operation Epic Fury and anong the first to
be targeted. Iran has specifically targeted Space Force
command and control nodes and weapon systens throughout this
conflict.

Clearly, space is no longer a support domain. It is a
war fi ghting domai n, and our adversaries understand its
i nportance to our warfighting capabilities. GCeneral Schiess
experience in the domain is welcone and encouragi ng. Your
predecessors, Ceneral Saltzman and CGeneral Raynond, spent
the better part of the past five years building an
organi zation fromscratch, initially relying heavily on the
Air Force personnel and infrastructure for everything from
base nmai ntenance to | egal and nedi cal support. That was
appropriate for a new service finding its footing.

But the Space Force is quickly becomng a mature
warfighting entity. And I want to understand your vision
rather, for what the next phase of institutional devel opnent

will ook like. 1'd like to know how you see the Space
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Force organi zational footprint and support infrastructure
evol ving over the next five years, and what franmework you
envi sion for determ ning where it nmakes sense to build

I ndependent capacity versus maintaining the current
relationship with the Air Force.

In the sane vein, | would note that the Air Force and
Space Force each possess electronic warfare capabilities
that, if integrated, would be considerably nore effective
t han operating independently. The Fiscal Year 2027 Nati onal
Def ense Aut horization Act, includes | anguage directing a
Joint Air and Space Force El ectronic Warfare Roadmap, and |
woul d i ke to understand your commtnent to supporting that
effort, and where you believe the institutional barriers to
integration are the greatest.

Finally, if confirmed, you wll face significant
chal | enges to prepare our Guardi ans and the broader force
for future conflicts. In particular, China has built a
space- based kill chain capable of tracking carrier strike
groups fromthe nonment they | eave port and cueing mssile
systens in near real tine. That capability anong others,
poses a serious threat. Tactical space based | SR, offensive
and defensive space control, and electronic warfare from
bot h ground and space will determ ne whether the Joint Force
can operate in a future contested environnent. | would

appreci ate your perspective on the existing gaps in Space
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Force capabilities and what resources you need to cl ose
t hem

General Schi ess, congratul ati ons again on your
nom nation, and I | ook forward to your testinony. Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch for that fine
statenent, M. Ranking Menber. Lieutenant General Schiess,

you are recogni zed for your opening statenent, sir.

LEXITAS
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STATEMENT OF LI EUTENANT GENERAL DOUGLAS A. SCHI ESS,
TO BE GENERAL AND CHI EF OF SPACE OPERATI ONS

General Schiess: Chairman, Ranking Menber Reed, and
t he di stingui shed nenbers of this commttee, thank you for
the opportunity to appear before you as the President's
nom nee to be the next Chief of Space Operations of the
United States Space Force. [|I'mgrateful for the confidence
placed in me by the President, the Secretary of War, the
Secretary of the Air Force, and the chairman of the Joint
Chi ef s.

To start, I'd like to recogni ze the nost inportant
people inny life, ny famly. M wfe, Debbie and I wll
celebrate 36 years of marriage later this nonth. Debbie is
a passionate advocate for mlitary nmenbers and their
famlies. She has put her own career anbitions aside to
serve our mlitary famlies for decades. She's been by ny
side for ny second |ieutenant conm ssioning, through 34
years of mlitary service, 18 mlitary noves, many
operational alerts and shifts, and a yearl ong depl oynent to
the Mddle East. | knowif | amconfirnmed, she will do
everything she can to advocate for and serve our mlitary
famlies.

Al so today, we are joined by our daughters Kaitlyn and
Kendra. They have endured multiple noves and many different

schools to include going to several different high schools.
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Kaitlyn has just conpleted the curriculumfor a Doctor of
Theol ogy and is finishing her dissertation, and Kendra
recently graduated with a Juris Doctorate, and will be
taki ng the bar soon. Both of our daughters continue to nmake
us proud for the many acconplishnments, but nore inportantly
for the incredi ble wonen they are.

We're al so thankful for our son in |aw, WNatthew, and
Kaitlyn's fiancé Noah. Both our nothers, Vicki and El eanor,
will be watching online today, and if our fathers were stil
with us, they would be watching too. | know the demands of
mlitary service are borne by our spouses, our children,
parents, and | oved ones. |'m deeply thankful for the
support my famly has given ne throughout ny career, which
makes ny service possi bl e.

I'"d like to thank the second Chief of Space Operations,
General Chance Saltzman, and his wfe, Jennifer, who have
tirelessly worked for the last four years to transform our
Space Force to the warfighting service it is today. Debbie
and | have had the privilege of working with and for them
for many years, and we are thankful for their 35 years of
dedi cated service to our nation, our mlitary, and their
famlies. W wsh the best for themin their upcom ng nuch
deserved retirenent.

| would also |Iike to acknow edge the uni form and

civilian GQuardians, famlies and m ssion partners who secure
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our nation's interest in, from and to space. The United
St at es Space Force was created by the President, and
Congress recogni zed that the space is a warfighting donain.
Qur way of life, our econony, and our national security al
depend on our ability to achi eve space superiority. The
Space Force nust organize, train, and equip forces for
several related but distinct purposes. W nust defend our
nation's space capabilities so the Joint Force can project
power. We nust protect the Joint Force from space enabl ed
attack, and we nust deliver the capabilities of the Joint
Force needs to prosecute the full range of its m ssions.

The President has directed that the Departnent of War
mai ntain a favorable balance of mlitary powers in the
Pacific region. U S. space capabilities are foundational to
this pursuit. The threat China poses is real. The People's
Li beration Arny has rapidly expanded its space capabilities
and is fielding systens designed both to exploit space for
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnai ssance, and to deny
U.S. ability to use space capabilities in a crisis or a
conflict.

Al beit not at the sane scale as China, Russia continues
to field and enpl oy capabilities, including systens that
threaten satellites, ground infrastructure and the
el ectromagnetic |inks that connect our forces. Along with

other actors, the result is a domain that is contested. Cur
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purpose is not confrontation, but deterrence, ensuring no
adversary believes aggression against the United States w ||
succeed.

As | speak, CGuardians around the world are standing
wat ch for our nation. They provide mssile attack warning,
they enable precision strike, and they connect forces across
the gl obe. They protect and defend the space domain. They
devel op, acquire, and field war wi nning capabilities. They
support national decision nmeking, and they operate in a
domain where mssion failure can have strategi c consequences
for the U S. national security and our way of life.

| believe ny past assignnents to include Service Staff,
Joi nt and Command have prepared ne to be the CSO |If
confirmed, it will be the honor of ny professional life to
| ead the Guardians of the United States Space Force, and |
prom se to | ead the Space Force into its next chapter,
bui | ding on the | egacy of our past |eaders.

| will work tirelessly to ensure our Guardi ans are
ready, our capabilities are robust, our partnerships are
strong, and our service is worthy of the trust placed in us
by the Anerican people.

Thank you for your support of the Space Force and for
your consideration of ny nomnation. | look forward to your
guesti ons.

[ The prepared statenent of General Schiess follows:]

=
: y \

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 00 N o o b~ w N PP

N N NN NN P P P P PP PR PR
o A W N P O © 00 N O 0o A W N B+ O

Page 12

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. It's nowin
order for nme to ask standard questions we ask all mlitary
nom nees, and sir, if you just answer yes or no. To
exercise its legislative and oversight responsibilities,
it's inportant that this commttee and other appropriate
comm ttees of the Congress be able to receive testinony,
briefings, and other communications of information. Have
you adhered to applicable |laws and regul ati ons gover ni ng
conflicts of interest?

General Schiess: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree when asked to give your
personal views, even if those views differ fromthe
adm ni stration in power?

General Schiess: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Have you assuned any duties or
undert aken any actions which woul d appear to presune the
out cone of the confirmation process.

General Schiess: No.

Chai rman Wcker: WIIl you ensure your staff conplies
wi th deadlines established for requested conmmunications,

I ncl udi ng questions for the record and hearings such as
this?

General Schiess: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: WII you cooperate in providing

W t nesses and briefers in response to congressional

E VY

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 00 N o o b~ w N PP

N N NN NN P P P P PP PR PR
o A W N P O © 00 N O 0o A W N B+ O

Page 13

requests?

General Schiess: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: WIIl those w tnesses be protected
fromreprisal for their testinony or briefings?

General Schiess: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree if confirnmed to appear
and testify upon request before this commttee?

General Schiess: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Do you agree to provi de docunents,

i ncl uding copies of electronic forns of comunication, in a
timely manner when requested by a duly constituted
commttee, or to consult with the Conmittee regarding the
basis for any good faith delay or denial in providing such
docunent s?

General Schiess: Yes.

Chai rman Wcker: Very good. Now let's turn to a round
of five-mnute questions. And let ne ask you this, you're
going to be, | hope, the third person to hold this position.
And so, we're still, even after two others, were still sort
of devel oping the personality of the space domain. You say
that, in particular on page three of your testinony, you
nentioned China and then to a | esser but still inportant
extent, you nentioned Russia. Wy do you say that the space
capabilities are particularly inportant in the Pacific and

then you say that the threat China poses is real? Wat can
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you say to us and to the public today to expand on why you
believe that the threat of China is real?

General Schiess: Senator, thank you for allowing ne to
take that question. As | said in ny witten testinony,
China's threat is real. And what | would say, what they are
doing with what I'Il call counter space and space
superiority capabilities is breathtakingly fast. They have
wat ched the Space Force and the Air Force before that, and
the activities that we have had to enable the Joint Force,
and they have determ ned that they need to cone up with
capabilities to do that.

So, we've seen anti-satellite test fromthe ground.
There are capabilities in space that hold our satellites at
risk, and they continue to do that in a rapid pace. And,
| ove to have a conversation with you and a nore classified
session to talk about that. But | would say their
el ectromagnetic jamm ng, the capabilities that they continue
to develop are very worrisone and specifically in the
Pacific.

They are as has been said, they are using their
Intelligence surveillance and reconnai ssance efforts to
target our forces nmuch farther than they ever have in the
past. They've built a kill chain to be able to see our
carrier strike groups, our bonbers at nuch farther pace,

speed, and distances. And they've also devel oped mssiles
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and weapon systens to go after that. So, the Space Force
needs to be able to bring capability to deny, degrade that
kill web to be able to protect the Joint Force.

Chairman Wcker: Wth regard to the threat against the
satellites, what would that nean to Anericans and to
American service peopl e?

CGeneral Schiess: Specifically, to service people, it
puts us in danger of not having the capabilities of the
Joint Force needs. | can think about global positioning
system satellite comrunications, as inportant as we've seen
in many different mssile warnings. And so, it puts all of
those at risk fromsone of those capabilities, | would say
to our econony and our way of life.

When | talked to ny nother and nother-in-|aw about
gl obal positioning systemand tell themthat that's the
Space Force that does that for them they obviously need
that to get around where they're going, be able to do
financial transactions, and so it's not just our mlitary,
but also our way of life.

Chai rman Wcker: Ckay. | nmentioned the need to nove
seanm essly between full tinme and part tinme service. | hope
you agree wth ny statenent. And if you do, tell nme why
that's particularly pertinent to the Space Force.

CGeneral Schiess: Thank you, Senator. The ability for

our folks to be part tine or full tine is a kind of a novel
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thing that the Space Force is doing. And many of ny
conversations with many on the commttee here, | believe
that sonme of the other services mght want to start to | ook
at that too.

What it does is it allows us to have Guardi ans that
cone in and want to serve their country, be able to do
incredible things in the service, and they may decide to do
things different, go out and get a job within industry or
sonet hing el se, maybe even a government job in another,
organi zation, but then still be able to serve and we're able
to capture that know edge, that experience, bring it back
into the Space Force. They could also do that for a way of
life. They need to take sone tine off to take care of
famly, but it still allows themto bring that back to the
servi ce.

One O the things that we continue to work, is how we
do that, how we allow themto continue to serve in other
ways or work in industry and then bring that back. But we
believe we're just at the beginning stage of this. W
believe this will be sonething that is very, very effective
for the Space Force.

Chai rman Wcker: Look forward to watching how that
devel ops. Senator Reed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairnman, and

t hank you, General Schiess. Sonme conpanies want to | ease
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certain space assets that are actually mlitary weapon
systens that can be used to destroy other systens and even
kill people. Last year's NDAA prohibited tenporary
ownershi p of space weapon systens. And the analogy is very
plain, we don't lease M4 rifles, we don't |ease F-15s, etc.
This year's NDAA further clarifies the Space Force nust own
title to a space weapon system \Wat are your views on this
matter?

CGeneral Schiess: Thank you, Ranking Menber. | agree
that the Space Force has many things that they need to be
able to do with comercial, and there are definitely
different m ssion areas, where having commercial [ easing,
different ways to do that makes sense. Satellite
communi cati ons, space, domai n awareness, things |ike that.

But | also agree when it is a weapon systemor a
capability that would be able to harm anot her person's
equi pnent, their assets, or even people, that needs to be
conpletely owned by the Space Force and needs to be
controlled. There are other ways that we do this, the
Nat i onal Reconnai ssance O fice has contractors that operate
systens, but they always have a mlitary nmenber or a
Nat i onal Reconnai ssance Ofice civilian that is the m ssion
director over that. |If confirnmed, happy to work with you on
that, but | agree that we have to have Guardian control over
t hose systens.
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Senator Reed: Thank you. It's inportant that
obvi ously that you work synergistically with the Air Force
on conbined efforts, since you're both in really sort of
over | appi ng spaces. One area of cooperation is electronic
war fare, whether it's fromthe ground, air or space, and
each service's devel oping capabilities that conbined will be
better than one individual weapon system \hat are your
views on Joint Qperations and integration with the Air Force
In electronic warfare?

CGeneral Schiess: Ranking Menber, thanks. | believe
that there's a lot of work that we can do together with the
Air Force. And | would say not just the Air Force, but the
other services as well. In ny past, | was the service
conponent of the United States Space Conmand. And | was the
conbi ned Joi nt Force space conponent conmander, which | had
capabilities fromall of the services. The Navy has
el ectromagnetic warfare capabilities as the Marine Corps is
bringing that on to. And then, of course, the Air Force.

And so, | believe that we can be conplenmentary of each
other. And | believe that we can work together, obviously a
little bit different sometines. And so, we just nade sure
that we're not duplicative, but we're conplinmentary of our
efforts. And if confirnmed, |I ook forward to working with
the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, CGeneral WI sbach and

others, and the other service chiefs as a nenber of the
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Joint Chiefs to nake sure that we do that right.

Senator Reed: Well, the ideal situation would be that
every sensor is connected to every shooter. W're not there
yet. |Is that right?

Ceneral Schiess: Yes, Senator, | agree with you on
that. As the Departnent of the Air Force Battle Network is
goi ng through, the Space Force is a big part of that working
t hrough. And then as you've seen in our budget request with
the SDN, and the capability to connect all of those forces
together. | do agree that we need to be able to bring all
of the information to the right person at the right tine to
make the decisions they need to nake to be able to have the
right effect against the target.

Senator Reed: And lately, this is an inescapable
question, but Al wll be an inportant conponent of doing
t hat ?

Ceneral Schiess: Yes, Senator, | believe that Al is a
huge part of how we do things. | would say there are
certain areas that we're going to push that space domain
awar eness and the ability to sense and see what's going on
in the domain is ripe for that, and we wll continue to work
that. Cbviously, we need to make sure that we have stil
have a Guardian in the |oop on that, but use that to the
nmost effective ability to nake those Guardi ans better at

their job.
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Senator Reed: Now, Ceneral Saltzman spent a great deal
of time standing up the organization, that was very snall
and | ean, about 10,000 uniforned personnel, 5000 civilians.
And the Air Force has provided nost of the infrastructure
for base maintenance and | egal nedical services, etc. Wat
do you see changing over the next five years? How rmuch w ||
you absorb and how much will continue to depend on Ar
For ce?

Ceneral Schiess: Ranking Menber thanks. | agree that
the Air Force has been an incredible partner to us, and
havi ng been an Air Force nmenber for alnmpst 30 years, |'m
t hankful for the service that they provide for us. | think
there's lots of areas that we'll | ook at over the years.

And again, if confirmed, I'll work with General WIsbach to
do that. | think all of those areas you nentioned are areas
that we'll look at to see if those are ripe for us to
continue or to do other things.

Senator Reed: Well, you're too young to have served in
the Army Air Corps, but | forgive you. Thank you.

[ Laughter. ]

Ceneral Schiess: Thank you, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Reed. Senator
Fi scher.

Senator Fischer: Good norning, General. Thank you for

your service and ny thanks to your famly for their service

E VY
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and sacrifice for many years. |'mglad that you want to
continue your service in this new position. Can you
explain, to the commttee, but also to the Anerican people
why we need that steady and predictable funding for
prograns, |ike the Airborne Myving Target Indicator
satellites inportant for our warfighters. And if there is a
pause in fielding these capabilities, what risk does that
present to our forces?

Ceneral Schiess: Senator Fischer, incredible
di scussi on on AMIl and Airborne Mbile Target |ndicator and
the need for that. Wat | would say to the commttee and to
the American people, it is something that we need to do for
multiple reasons. But | think one of the first reasons is
to save Anerican |ives.

As | tal ked about previously, the capability of the
Chi nese and others to target our forces at nuch greater
di stances and nuch greater speed with mssile systens and
ability that it sonetinmes pushes our forces out farther and
we need to be able to get our forces in. And so, Arborne
Mobi | e Target Indicator, and for that matter, G ound Mbile
Target Indicator allows us to have our forces farther out
and be able to still provide that capability. | think those
are conplinmentary. W wll have airborne forces and others
that do that mssion as well, but we wll be conplenentary
W th them
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But in the end, it saves Anerican lives, but it also
can provide us nuch greater fidelity of information that we
can get. And as we continue to use other capabilities with
automation and the networks behind that to bring that
capability right to the warfighter, will help us be able to
be nore effective in our m ssions.

Senator Fischer: Many of our space-based prograns,
they rely on that guaranteed access to el ectromagnetic
spectrum Can you speak to this conmttee on the inportance
of ensuring that that access continues?

Ceneral Schiess: Yes, Senator. |It's very, very
| nportant that we have the proper accesses that we need for
different frequencies and different spectrums. And if
confirmed, I'Il continue the work | do now in ny current
role working with our cyber folks, but the CIO of OSD as
well, to ensure that we are providing that necessary
information to the adm nistration on what frequencies, what
spectruns are needed and the costs associated with themif
we were to nove those spectruns. But it is very, very
| nportant to nake sure that we can have the spectrum be able
to do our m ssions.

Senator Fischer: And not just the cost, but also the
time factor involved in having to nove all those assets that
are currently in certain spectruns. Correct?

Ceneral Schiess: Yes, Senator.
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Senator Fischer: Thank you. Section 1505 of this
year's NDAA, it requires the departnment to ensure that space
weat her is integrated into space donain awareness, into that
doctrine and operations. And |'m deeply concerned that
space weat her, in other words, understandi ng how sol ar
activity, how radiation inpact our satellites has been
historically under prioritized.

If we allow this capability to decline, we could incur
serious risks. For exanple, not being able to react in tine
to protect our satellites fromharnful solar flares. |If
confirmed, will you conmmt to working with me to ensure that
this mssion is appropriately el evated?

Ceneral Schiess: Yes, Senator.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. GCeneral Schiess, what
does conbat readiness |look like for the Space Force?

Ceneral Schiess: Senator, conbat readi ness nakes sure
that we one; have the equi pment that we need at the right
place, at the right tinme, but we also have the Guardi ans
trained with advanced training. They have all the
capabilities, and then we can actually run themthrough the
paces. And so, we can do exercises and things like that to
make sure that they're qualified, that they're ready to do
the mssion. And if confirmed, | promse you that that w ||
be a high priority for ne.

Senator Fischer: Good. Do you believe that the Space

=
: y \

855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 00 ~N O O b~ W DN

N DD DD PP, PRk
o b~ W N P O © 00O N OO oA W DN O

Page 24

Force is organi zed and resourced appropriately to neet that
goal ?

CGeneral Schiess: Senator, | believe the Space Force is
organi zed properly. CQoviously, with our Fiscal Year 2027
Presi dent's budget request, we are asking for nore.
believe that --

Senator Fischer: | think it's 124 percent nore.

Ceneral Schiess: $71.1 billion for the Space Force. |
bel i eve those are needed because of the threat from China
and Russia and the capabilities of the Joint Force's needs.

Senator Fischer: Wat do you think are your nost
pressing challenges in the next 3 to 5 years, short-ternf?

CGeneral Schiess: Senator, | believe obviously, with
t hat amount of noney, being able to acquire those systens.
But we're thankful to the Congress, for in this commttee,
for some of the acquisition refornms and the things. And if
confirmed, I'Il work with the Secretary Meink, and our
Assi stant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition and
I ntegration to nmake sure that we can field those
capabilities rapidly. Cbviously, we're bringing on nore
peopl e too.

Senator Fischer: Do you have to worry about supply
chai n?

General Schiess: Yes, Senator. Supply chains are

al ways inportant issues that we've got to nake sure that we
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have at the right tine. And if confirmed, | prom se you to
work on that.

Senator Fischer: ay. Thank you, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: General Schiess, you're not
adequately resourced right now If the proposal is adopted
by the House and Senate and signed by the President, you
would be. Isn't that correct?

Ceneral Schiess: Yes, Senator.

Chai rman Wcker: Ckay. Senator King.

Senator King: Thank you, M. Chairman. | want to
begi n by an acknow edgenment that | was a skeptic of the
Space Force when it was first proposed. Senator Cranmer was
the principal sponsor and as painful as it is for ne to
acknow edge, he was right and I was wong. | believe that
t he Space Force now is providing an essential part of the
deterrent and the defense of this country.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator King: Put that in the bank, Senator Craner.
But CGeneral, it's been touched upon in terns of your budget,
your budget is increasing by 124 percent this year. This
country is facing a serious budget and deficit problem as
you know.

Pl ease explain to the commttee and to the Anmerican
people why this really nmassive increase i s necessary. M
father used to say, when | put ny rat in your trap, | expect
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himto |ose his tail, but not up behind his ears. And a
more than doubling of the budget is pretty substantial. So
pl ease nmake that case.

Ceneral Schiess: Senator, | will. | won't talk about
the rat, but yes, | will, do that. One thing | would say
right away is the Space Force budget is fairly small
conpared to the other services. But | do understand, and as
a taxpayer, | want to nmake sure that we're being as
judicious in that as possible. | would say that the $71.1
billion that the President has asked for is exactly what we
need.

And a couple of areas in there, we tal ked about the
threat earlier. | think that is the thing that is driving
us to that, holding our satellites at risk, that then danger
Anerican Sol diers, Sailors, Airnen, Marines --

Senator King: |Is it accurate to say that heaven
forbid, there would be another major conflict, it would
really probably start in space?

Ceneral Schiess: Senator, | believe that's a
possibility that it could start in space. But if not,
definitely space woul d be very at the very beginning of any
conflict, especially with potential adversaries of China or
Russi a.

Senator King: | interrupted, please go ahead to nake
the case for the budget increase.
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CGeneral Schiess: Wat |'d say is for decades before
t he Space Force, in the Air Force and then now we have
provi ded incredi bl e conbat relevant effects to the joint
warfighter. W can talk about GPS., we can tal k about
SATCOM What is different nowis we need the ability to
have space superiority. And what that neans is we have to
have the ability to counter soneone else's ability to hold
our satellites at risk and to be able to destroy them

Senator King: And the vast bulk of that noney is for
equi prent, not personnel. You're not a very |large
organi zation in terns of personnel, but you' re tal king about
space- based infrastructure. |Is that correct?

CGeneral Schiess: Yes, Senator. \Wapon systens,
facilities, training capability, all of those things are in
there. W are requesting an increase in Guardian's 2800
personnel, but it is nostly equipnent.

Senator King: | also serve on the Intelligence
Conmittee. Assure ne that we're not going to be duplicating
Wit h NRO?

Ceneral Schiess: Senator, | have a great relationship
w th Doctor Scalise, who just retired, but |ooking forward
I f confirmed with the new NRO director. But the Space Force
provides many different Guardians that work within the NRO
And | believe that we are not duplicative. And if

confirnmed, | will ensure that we do not do duplicative
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efforts.

Senator King: You nentioned personnel, the mndless
cuts in the civilian defense establishnent |ast year cut the
civilian personnel at the Space Force by sonething |ike 14
or 15 percent. Are you rebuilding that? And | worry that a
| ot of expertise wal ked out the door during that period.

Ceneral Schiess: Senator, we did have |large fol ks that
took the DRP and other prograns and so that was a
significant cut to us, but we are working to bring those
back. As a matter of fact, Space Systens Command is trying
to hire 100 civilians a month. And we're thankful to the
Congress --

Senator King: And are you able to find those 100
civilians a nonth?

Ceneral Schiess: W are able to do that. Sone of
those are different |ocations. But we are the Space Force
that doesn't have a problemw th people wanting to join, and
It'"s just finding the right spot for them And so then in
our request, we also asked for an additional 2,000
civilians.

Senator King: Finally, briefly, do you see the Space
Force noderni zi ng and scaling up |aunch capacity, working
w th the various now conpetitors in ternms of |aunch?

CGeneral Schiess: Senator. Yes. Launch is obviously

very critical for our ability to get our new assets into
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space. And having done the |aunch business several tines in
my career, we Wll continue to work to nmake sure that the
infrastructure is needed. W're at an incredible pace right
now and that pace is going to continue to grow.

Senator King: Thank you. Thank you and
congratul ations on your nom nation. Thank you, M.

Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator King. The chair
recogni zes perhaps the nost prescient menber of the Arned
Services Conmttee, Senator Craner.

Senator Cranmer: |It's anmazing how good timng and | uck
can make you look really smart. But thank you for the
conpliments. Thank you, General for stepping up again. And
Debbi e, thank you for being a good partner. 1've
appreci ated your hospitality at Vandenberg and | ook forward
to working with you and to Kaitlyn and Kendra and nore
I nportantly, to the two young nen that, like all of us, are
going wel |l above their heads. Thanks for being in the fight
W th everybody, but | knowit's a famly effort and |
appreci ate you acknow edgi ng themright up front.

As you know, this year's NDAA authorized the $250
mllion for a space operations facility at the G and Forks
Air Force Base. And | know, you know G and Forks well, |ike
Ceneral Raynond, a mssileer from Gand Forks at one point.

And we're delighted by playing an inportant role going
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forward. So, ny first question is sinple. | just want to
make sure that you maintain the commtnent that your
predecessors have made to Grand Forks as we | ook forward?

Ceneral Schiess: Yes, Senator.

Senator Craner: | also |ook forward to naintaining
that relationship with the University of North Dakota in
G and Forks as well. As you know, Ceneral Raynond signed
the very first Space Force University partnership with them
And they've built up quite an expertise at the school.

| want to talk now, though, a little bit about the SDA
culture, because of course, Grand Forks started with Space
Force, as you know, and with an SDA investnent that's
growing dramatically. And we elimnated in this year's
NDAA, Space Devel opnent Agency. That wasn't ny idea, but
I"'mwilling to play along and go along with this. And |
understand the vision, and |I'm confident because of Space
Force's vision, that the new PAEs, the Portfolio Acquisition
Executives will operate and function nuch |ike Space
Devel opnent agency director, particularly as it ainms to get
a constellation, the Leo constellation, the transport |ayer,
utilizing spiral developnment. But | also know we need to go
fast.

And | would |ove to get sort of your vision for how
that will operationally work because, you're comng in at

such a critical tinme when those decisions are being nade or
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have been nade, now you get to inplenent them and |I'd be
interested in how you see that playing out.

General Schiess: Senator thanks. The Space
Devel opnent Agency has been an incredi ble organi zati on and
we've learned a |l ot fromthem and obvi ously doing great
work. And as a matter of fact, | believe we have a | aunch
| ater today out at Vandenberg for sone capabilities there.
So, we're hoping for the best for that.

What | would say in working with Secretary Meink, and
if confirmed, continuing to work with him the Portfolio
Acqui sition Executives is trying to take all of the things
that the SDA did correct and put those in all of the PAEs.
And so, you know, Secretary Meink tal ks about giving 90
percent of contracting to them And so, what | would say to
you, if confirnmed, | prom se you to continue to work that so
that all of our PAEs take sone of that capability to bring
on fast systens.

Senator Craner: That's great. You just sparked a
menory in the that discussion, because | renenber saying to
General Raynond early on, you' ve been given a white sheet of
paper and a brand-new organi zation. Try to be innovative
and don't gravitate, you know, innovate, don't gravitate to
what you know. Not that everything he |earned was bad,
obviously. And in fact, | renenber saying to himone tine,

in fact, what | would suggest is that you' d show a new way
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for the rest of the forces. And | think that's sort of what
you' ve descri bed.

|'d al so just add sonething to you in your answer to
Senator King was with regard to NRO And | appreciate and |
think we should highlight. | think this is a nonent and an
opportunity, | think Space and NRO and the various silos
working nore jointly is an exanple that can be built upon by
the entire Joint Force, because it's necessary. | nean, we
just can't afford duplication, but we also can't afford a
clunmsy Joint Force. So, with that, | just thank you again
for your service and your willingness to step up and | ook
forward to working closely with you. Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much, Senat or

Bl ument hal .

Senator Blunenthal: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thank
you and your famly for your service. | think the comon
refrain is that we're all learning from Ukraine. | would be

interested in know ng fromyou, how and what we've | earned,
the Space Force has |earned fromthe war in Ukrai ne and how
those | essons have changed the way you were thinking about
war in space and nore broadly how it should affect our

t hi nki ng about it.

General Schiess: Senator, thanks. | appreciate that
gquestion. It's really inportant for us to always learn from
E VY
I AN =
855-204-8184 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. '

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179.


https://www.lexitaslegal.com/

© 00 N o o b~ w N PP

N N NN NN P P P P PP PR PR
o A W N P O © 00 N O 0o A W N B+ O

Page 33

any conflict, whether we're in it or not. And obviously,
we' re providing support through NATO and ot hers to Ukrai ne.
What |'d say sone of the | essons that the Space Force has
| earned is; One, obviously one way attack UAVs is huge, not
only there, but also in Iran. And so, our ability to track
those and ability to use capabilities against those. So
that's one thing that we've | earned.

| think also is the jamm ng environnment, GPS jamnm ng,
satellite comunications, janmng. |In a previous job as the
commander of this U S. Space Conmand conponent, we were
continually working through jamm ng situations on SATCOV
and we | earned a | ot about how to do that very quickly to
give the capability to our forces. And so, we'll continue
to do that. As a matter of fact, we're always working with
the J7 of the Joint Staff to bring those |essons | earned and
make them part of our, tactics techniques and procedures.

Senator Blunenthal: |Is there a way to do the Col den
Done at a scal ed down version?

CGeneral Schiess: Senator, if confirnmed, | | ook forward
to working wth General CGuetlein and his role fromthe Space
Force perspective. Wat | would say is a lot of the things
that we are doing in Golden Done, also provide us

capabilities for space superiority, whether that's tracking

comuni cations, data all those kinds of things. So, | do
believe that we will continue to get, good things fromthat
E VY
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from Gol den Done, but if confirmed, |ooking forward to
working with General Guetlein on what that |ooks Iike for
the future.

Senator Blunenthal: Let nme ask you whether you think
in space warfare China is ahead of us.

General Schiess: Senator, United States is a very,
very capabl e Space Force and we're the best in the world.
But what | would say is Chinais rapidly trying to nake that
gap nmuch, much smaller. And they are bringing on
capabilities on a daily basis and would I ove to talk to you
in a different session there to tal k about sonme of those
capabilities. But | think our budget that requests that we
have asked hel ps us to continue to stay in the | ead, and we
need to do that to nmake sure that the Chinese can't catch
up.

Senator Blunenthal: Well, I'"'mvery gratified to hear
that. | didn't nmean to inply that the United States was
second, but obviously, we hear a lot of worry and anxiety
about China being ahead of us in space. And | would like to
explore that issue with you in a classified setting.

General Schiess: Yes, Senator, |'m happy to do that.

I think about China every day.

Senator Blunenthal: Yeah. |1'msure. Thank you, M.

Chai r man.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very, very nuch, Senator
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Blunenthal. And this concludes today's hearing. | want to
thank our witness for his testinmony and wish himthe best in
the remai nder of this process.

Senator King: Could | interject for a conmment?

Chai rman Wcker: Yes, sir.

Senator King: General, | think you should take heart
fromthe fact that not all of our nenbers are here today.
That's a conplinment to you. The other problemis that we
need Al to schedul e us, because nost of us have about three
hearings at the sane tinme. But the fact that we didn't have
a large turnout is an indication, | believe, of the
commttee's confidence in you, and this is a rare case where
a smal|l audience is probably better.

Senator Bl unenthal: Being non-controversial is not a
bad thing. And you' re conpeting with the Attorney General
heari ngs, so —

[ Laught er. ]

Chai rman Wcker: Well, | hope you can accept this
conpl i ment .

General Schiess: 1'Il take it.

Chai rman Wcker: And for nenbers who did show up or
who may be wanting to avail thenselves, questions for the
record wll be due to the comnmttee by 5:00 p.m on Friday.

[ The information referred to follows:]

[ COWM TTEE | NSERT]
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Chai rman W cker:

I s adj our ned.

[ Wher eupon,
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Thank you, and this commttee hearing

t he hearing was adj ourned. ]
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