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TO RECEI VE TESTI MONY ON THE PCSTURE OF UNI TED STATES
NORTHERN COMVAND AND UNI TED STATES SOUTHERN COWVIVAND | N
REVI EW OF THE DEFENSE AUTHORI ZATI ON REQUEST FOR FI SCAL YEAR

2026 AND THE FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Thur sday, February 13, 2025

U S. Senate
Comm ttee on Arned Services

Washi ngton, D.C.

The commttee net, pursuant to notice, at 9:30 a.m in
Room SD- G50, Dirksen Senate O fice Building, Hon. Roger
W cker, chairman of the comm ttee, presiding.

Comm ttee Menbers Present: Senators W cker
[ presiding], Fischer, Cotton, Sullivan, Scott, Tuberville,
Budd, Banks, Reed, Shaheen, G I |ibrand, Hi rono, Kaine, King,

Warren, Peters, Duckworth, Rosen, and Kelly.

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

OPENI NG STATEMENT OF HON. ROGER F. W CKER, U.S. SENATOR
FROM M SSI SSI PPI

Chai rman Wcker: This hearing will cone to order and |
thank I witness for being here today. W' re joined by
General Gegory Quillot. Thank you for being here from
Nort hern Command and Admiral Al vin Holsey from Sout hern
Conmand.

The United States faces the npst dangerous security
environnment it has entered since Wrld VWar 11. W know
about the threats in Europe, Asia, and the Mddl e East, but
we must not | ose sight of threats in our own hem sphere.
Both of these commanders face an increasingly conplex set of
actors who seek to harm Aneri cans and underm ned our
I nterests.

The Chi nese Conmuni st Party has expl oited our poorest
southern border to facilitate the trafficking of fentanyl
and other deadly drugs. Beijing has brazenly violated U S.
airspace; it has burrowed its cyber payloads into core U S
t el ecommuni cations infrastructure and spread its predatory
econom c practices to South Anerica. China, Russia, and
North Korea pose an increasing nuclear and conventi onal
threat to key U.S. cities. Not to be outdone, Iran
continues to try to kill Americans on our own soil

General @uillot, | would like to hear your updates in

three key areas: first, border security is a priority for
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the President, and | agree with his decision to declare a
nati onal energency at the southern border. President Trunp
has asked you to deliver an updated plan to ensure border
security. He's also directed you to assist |aw enforcenent
inits security and deportation operations. DOD has a | ot
to offer to support |aw enforcenent.

The 2022 National Defense Strategy published by
Presi dent Biden, listed Honel and Defense as the mlitary's
first priority, sothis is bipartisan. It is clear that the
Aneri can people do believe that border security is nationa
security. | look forward to hearing fromyou on your work
in this area.

Second, President Trunp has asked you to contribute to
a new plan for Honeland Air and Mssile Defense. | would
wel cone your insights in this effort. Please tell us where
I n your opinion, new investnents should be targeted. Do
t hey invol ve updating our ground-based radars and buil di ng
out new mssile warning satellites? Perhaps they involve
devel opi ng the nost cost-effective nethods of intercepting
I ncom ng cruise and ballistic mssiles.

Third, you have | ed on the devel opnent of a new
strategy for countering drones here in the honeland. M
friend and Ranki ng Menber, Jack Reed, held a great
classified briefing on the Langley Incursions. There have

been nunerous simlar incidents since, all of them
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troubling. Senators Cotton and G I1librand are working

toget her on ways to counter drones. | would appreciate your
comments on how we can be nore effective in this space.

Tell us what new authorities you need.

Adm ral Hol sey, | would appreciate an update from you
on how your adversaries are using econoni c coercion agai nst
key Latin American partners. The CCP ains to drive a wedge
between the U.S. and our nei ghbors. China hopes to reverse
| ongst andi ng policy recogni zi ng Taiwan's i ndependence, and
it wants our allies to | ook the other way as it builds so-
called "Gray Zone" dual use civil - mlitary infrastructure.

Beijing is also trying to force our friends to rely on
Huawei for telecomunications. Even as nunerous Latin
Anmerican | eaders have adopted this CCP controlled Ti kTok
app. W need | ook no further than the Panama Canal .

Presi dent Trunp has rightly expressed concern about the PRC
state-owned port infrastructure on either end of this vital
maritinme artery.

Those PRC facilities pose a risk to the free flow of
U.S. flag nerchant ships and U. S. naval vessels. This issue
nmust be addressed. There are additional troubling PRC
devel opnents in the SOUTHCOM regi on. The PRC has | eased a
space port in the renote Patagonia region of Argentina.

That perch provides the Comuni st Chi nese with unprecedented

surveillance capabilities in our own hem sphere.
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Since at |east 2019, Beijing has operated a spy base
out of Cuba and has done so with inmpunity. Just |ast year
in Lima, Peru, a PRC state owned power conpany purchased the
city's entire power grid. Meanwhile, Xi Jinping presided
over the opening of a Chinese funded deep water port just
north of Lima, which is capable of hol ding PRC warshi ps.

So, Admral Holsey, | would like for you to update this
comrittee on how you are integrating mlitary and non-
mlitary tools to fight against these predatory techni ques.
Despite the significant and growi ng security threats in the
regi on, SOUTHCOM i s consistently under-resourced to fulfil
Its many critical national security m ssions.

| ook forward to hearing fromyou about how t hese
resource constraints are affecting SOUTHCOM | woul d al so
like to | earn how i nnovative solutions like the Ofice of
Strategic Capital, can be |everaged to close this resource
gap.

Again, | thank our w tnesses for being here and for
their earlier neetings with nenbers of this commttee, and I
now recogni ze ny friend and the distingui shed Ranki ng Menber

of the commttee, Senator Reed.
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STATEMENT OF HON. JACK REED, U.S. SENATOR FROM RHCDE
| SLAND

Senat or Reed: Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairnman, and
let me join you in welcom ng CGCeneral Gregory Guillot, the
commander of NORTHCOM and Adm ral Hol sey to today's posture
heari ng - the Comrander of the U S. SOUTHCOM

Gent |l enen, over the past nonth, both of your commands
have been ordered to conduct new missions in support of U S.
border of security and inmm gration enforcenent. President
Trunp has depl oyed over 2000 active-duty sol diers and
Mari nes to suppl enment the 2,500 guard nenbers and reservists
al ready depl oyed to the southern border and has directed
NORTHCOM t o seal the southern border.

Addi tionally, |ast week, President Trunp ordered the
Def ense Departnent to expand the Departnent of Honel and
Securities Mgrant Qperations Center at Naval Station,

Guant anano Bay, Cuba, to acconmpbdate up to 30,000 m grants
and to begin transporting mgrants via mlitary aircraft to
that facility.

Thus, | understand that around 100 m grants have been
transported to Guantanano, at |east half of whom are being
detai ned, not at the Mgrant Operation Center, but at the
detention center where alleged and convicted international
war crimnals are al so housed.

Border security and imm gration enforcenent is critical
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to our National Security, but Guantanano Bay is a dubious

| ocation to detain immgrants. The detention center has
only been used for war detainees, and it is unfortunate to
equate immgrants with international war crimnals.

Further, the facilities at Guantanano are in poor condition
and are extrenely understaff ed.

The U S. mlitary, which is already stretched for
resources, is now spending mllions of dollars to use
mlitary aircraft and burning thousands of dollars of
mlitary personnel tinme for these operations. Wile a naval
station in Guantanano does prepare for mass migration
operations, these operations are for saving people, |eaving
dire situations in Cuba or Haiti on unsafe craft, not noving
I ndividuals already in the United States to a place where
the status of their rights is anbi guous.

| have questions about the legality of this operation,
and |'mconcerned that this is part of a broader effort by
President Trunp to mlitarize inmmgration enforcenent. |
hope the President and Secretary Hegseth will use comon
sense to follow the | aw and stop spendi ng significant
anounts of taxpayers' dollars on performative deportation
activities.

Ceneral Guillot, Admral Holsey, | would |ike to know
how these Imm gration Force subm ssions are inpacting the

readi ness of your forces. Physically, | would ask for your
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estimates of the course personnel and resources required
thus far, and any concerns you have about the limtations
you have to continue conducting such operations,
particularly in light of your other critical m ssions.

I ndeed, U. S. Northern Command is key to our national
security as the principal command for protecting the
American honel and. As we consider threats from Chi na, other
conpetitors, our very concept of Honel and defense nust
evolve. General CGuillot, NORTHCOM publishes its Honel and
Def ense policy guidance to address this challenge, and we're
going to ask for an update on the status of its
| npl enentation and howit wll transformthe Honel and
Def ense pl ans of the departnent.

The urgency of this m ssion has been nmade clear with
the recent incursion of drones and unidentified aerial
phenonenon in our airspace. Anerica's skies and seas nust
be secured to protect our citizens, and the departnent nust
pur sue technol ogi es that provide adequate detection.

The Trunp adm ni stration has proposed an |Iron Done
program for North America and issued an executive order to
devel op additional defenses against cruise, ballistic and
hypersonic mssiles. | would note that many of these
efforts have already been underway by the M ssile Defense
Agency for years, and that the concept of space-based

I nterceptive that President Trunp is interested in, has been
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debated, and tested at enornous financial course w thout
signi ficant prom se.

Ceneral @Quillot, I would ask for an update on how t he
Honel and M ssil e Defense m ssion is proceedi ng and your view
on how a space-based interceptive systemcould affect
Russia's pursuit of a nuclear weapon in space.

Turning to Southern Command, Admiral Hol sey, your
command faces growi ng chal |l enges from China and Russi an and
Latin America. The political and economc instability in
the region presents a situation that our adversaries are
seeking to exploit, to increase their own influence.

China in particular, is expanding its presence in the
regi on, including through investnents in strategic
I nfrastructure, 5G tel ecommuni cati ons, and an expandi ng
networ k of space tracking installations.

Admral, you testified |l ast year that the PRC and
Russia are strategic conpetitors who seek to underm ne
denocracy whil e gaining power and influence in the region,
and that partnerships are our best deterrent to countering
shared security and econom c concern. But that for now, the
U S remains a trusted partner or the trusted partner.

U.S. International Devel opnment Prograns strengthen U S
partnership in the region, which advance U. S. nati onal
security objectives. Now that USAID has been di smantl ed,

I"minterested in your assessnent of whether the U S wll
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remai n the partner of choice in your AOR or whether China
and Russia will use this as an opportunity to gain further
I nroads with our partners.

I'"'malso interested in your assessnent of how we m ght
work strategically wwth our partners in the region to build
resilience against these activities. SOUTHCOM |i ke
NORTHCOM continues to work closely with U S. interagency to
support counter-narcotics and counter transnationa
organi zati ons, or TCOs.

"' mconcerned about the threats from TCOs and synthetic
opioid trafficking, including fentanyl, which are
contributing to nore than 100, 000 overdose deaths each year
in the United States.

Admral, | would ask for an update on SOUTHCOM s work
Wi th partner nations and other U S. governnment agencies to
counter narcotic and counter TCO efforts gi ven SOUTHCOM s
limted force posture and resources.

Finally, we know that insecurity throughout SOUTHCOM
area is contributing to the flow of mgrant North to the
U.S. border. Economc instability, violence and corruption
continue to be a major source of insecurity in nmuch of the
region, especially in the northern triangle countries of
Honduras, CGuatenmala, and El Sal vador. Admral Hol sey, |
woul d l'i ke to know your views on what nore can be done to

hel p i nprove the situation and strengthen our broader
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securities throughout the region.

Thank you, again, to our witnesses. | |look forward to
your testinony. Thank you, M. Chairmn.

Chairman Wcker: Thank you. And we're now ready for
testinony fromour wtnesses. Before we begin, as nenbers

know, there are votes, two votes beginning at 10:00 a. m,

and we' ||l keep the hearing going. Wen the vote begins,
"1l try to run over very quickly and cone right back. In
the neantine, a nenber of our conmmttee wll preside and
we' || keep going.

So, we are ready to begin testinony. GCeneral QGuillot,

you are recogni zed with the thanks of the commttee.

11

Scheduling@TP.One 800.FOR.DEPO

T P O ne WwWw.TP.One (800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATEMENT OF GENERAL GREGORY M GUI LLOT, USAF
COMWANDER, UNI TED STATES NORTHERN COVVAND AND NORTH AMERI CAN
AEROSPACE DEFENSE COVIVAND

General @uillot: Thank you, Chairman W cker, Ranking
Menmber Reed, and distingui shed nenbers of the commttee.
It's ny honor to command the nen and wonen of North Anerican
Aer ospace Defense Command and United States Northern
Command. |'m al so pleased to appear al ongside ny U S
SOUTHCOM shi pmate, Admiral Al vin Hol sey.

I"d like to highlight three trends of particul ar that
NORAD and NORTHCOM face with direct inplications for
Honel and Defense. First, is the grow ng cooperation between
China, Russia, North Korea, and Iran to challenge the United
States. Wile their cooperation does not approach the |evel
of conplete integration denonstrated by the United States
and Canada, their transfer of weapons, mlitary technol ogy
and basing access has cause for significant concern.

The associated risks to North America have al so grown,
as the nunber of Russian bonber incursions into the Al aska
and Canadi an Air Defense Identification Zones has returned
to | evel s not seen since before the Russian invasion of
Ukrai ne, and Russi an Navy surface and subsurface vessels
conducted out of area deploynents off both U S. coasts,
including in the vicinity of Al aska.

Second, evol ving technol ogi es demand t hat NORAD and

12
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NORTHCOM r api dly adj ust our defense posture. Small uncrewed
aircraft systens or UAS, proliferate the open market and in
the hands of nmlign actors pose a growing threat to safety
and security. Likew se, as conpetitors continue to target

U S. networks and critical infrastructure in cyberspace, a
whol e of governnent effort is increasingly necessary to
mtigate potential harm

Finally, non-state actors continue to target our
honmel and. Radical Islamc terrorist groups have rejuvenated
attack planning and anti-American rhetoric, intended to
inspire lone wolf attacks. Like the daily New Year’s Day
attack in New Oleans. And transnational crimnal cartels
based in Mexico threatened U. S. territorial integrity and
the safety of our citizens.

Wth that strategic backdrop, honel and defense is our
command's top priority and essential task. And in m ndset
and action, nobody waits on NORAD or NORTHCOM The mantra
proved true over the |ast year as the command's pl anni ng and
preparation generated swift and effective responses to
conpetitor actions, mmjor disasters, and energing
requirenents.

Over the past 12 nonths, NORAD and NORTHCOM
I ntercepted joint Russian and Chi nese bonbers off the Al aska
coast, tracked Russian surface vessels off both coasts,

det ect ed and assessed nunerous North Korean m ssile

13
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| aunches, tracked nultiple Chinese dual use mlitary and
research vessels in the bearing sea and Arctic Ccean,
supported Anericans in need follow ng hurricane Hel ene and
wildfires in California, postured to support a hurricane
M1ton response.

Depl oyed troops and unique mlitary capabilities such
as airborne ISR along the U S. southern border, illum nated
transnational crimnal networks, deployed mlitary personnel
to assist U S. Secret service in securing 195 presidenti al
canpai gn events and i nproved defensive capabilities against
all threats ranging fromICBMs to small drones.

Looki ng forward, NORAD and NORTHCOM noderni zation is
crucial to outpacing our conpetitors. Establishing a
| ayer ed domai n awar eness network from seabed to space to
detect and track threats approaching North Anerica, is
critical to inmmediate and future m ssion requirenents
because you can't defeat what you can't see.

To that end, | appreciate the departnent and
congressi onal support for fielding all domain capabilities
such as Airborne Myving Target Indicator satellites, Over-
The-Hori zon Radars, the E-7 Wdgetail, and an |ntegrated
Undersea Surveill ance System

Def endi ng our borders, establishing a continental
m ssile shield, protecting critical infrastructure and force

projection capability, and safeguarding our citizens wl|l
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requi re the best our nations have to offer.

And |"'mgrateful to the commttee for your ongoing
support of NORAD and NORTHCOM s vital M ssions. Thank you
again for the opportunity to appear today, and | | ook
forward to your questions. W have the watch.

[ The prepared statenment of CGeneral Guillot follows:]

15
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Chai rman W cker:

you' re recogni zed.

TP One

Thank you, General.

Scheduling@TP.One
www.TP.One

Adm r al

16

Hol sey,

800.FOR.DEPO
(800.367.3376)



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

STATEMENT OF ADM RAL ALVI N HOLSEY, USN COMVANDER,
UNI TED STATES SOUTHERN COMVAND

Adm ral Hol sey: Chairman W cker, Ranking Menber Reed,
di sti ngui shed nenbers of the conmttee, |I'mhunbled to
appear before today as the 33rd conmander of United States
Sout hern Command.

We're a war fighting organization, and |'ve noved
forward to | ead this conmand, service nenbers, surveillance
contractors and their famlies, as we've foster denocracy,
security, shared prosperity throughout the Wstern
hem sphere. |'mhonored to testify al ongsi de Genera
Quillot as a relationship between NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM i s
vital to the safety and security of our honel and.

The United States and our partners in Latin Amrerica and
the Korean are |inked together, not sinply by history and
geogr aphy, but by famly bonds, cultural traditions,
security and econom c cooperation, and a steadfast devotion
to denocratic values. This enduring conmtnent to these
val ues is a cornerstone of our collective partnership.

Toget her we seek to achieve lasting security, stability, and
prosperity throughout the Anericas.

Today, this vision is inperiled by a host of threats.
These threats include strategic conpetition from China and
Russi a, the inpact of transnational crimnal organizations

and the conpl ex transboundary chal |l enges such as irregul ar
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m gration, natural disasters, eroded denocracies, food, and
water insecurity. China is outpacing threat and conti nues
to its nethodi cal encouragenent into our shared

nei ghbor hood, wel ding diplomatic informational, mlitary,
and econom c influence to export its authoritarian nodel to
t he region,

Most focused to the east and west when they think of
great power conpetition. A look to our south reveals that
Chi na has already established a strong presence. It's
predat ory and opaque investnent practices, resource
extraction, and potential dual use projects fromports to
space, threaten the security and sovereignty of our partners
whil e jeopardizing the United States National Security

Si nul t aneously, Russia supports |like-m nded regines
| i ke Cuba, Ni caragua, and Venezuel a, using disinformation
mlitary engagenents, arnmed --, force protection. Mscowis
now attenpting to undernmine the United States | eadership
I nterest and influence in the region.

Meanwhi | e, TCOs continue to fuel instability throughout
the region. They exploit the perm ssive environnment and
engage in brutal violence, illicit trafficking, and other
crimnal activities to undermne the rule of |aw and di srupt
the legitimte governnent functions. And they're having
devastating effects, which is spill over into our honel and,

destroying |ives.
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Border security is a concern for us all. SOUTHCOM
recently stood up Joint Task force -- guard in at Naval
Station GIMO Bay, in support of Departnent of Honel and
Security to provide safe and care of illegal aliens until
they're returned to their countries of origin. Qur tine is
now. Deliberate and neani ngful action to address these
threats is required or this region, our neighborhood wll
conti nue to change.

Part nershi ps are our nost effective approach to
countering shared security and econom c concerns to enable
our enduring trust in the region. However, we cannot take
this for granted. To be a trusted partner, we nust be
credi bl e, present, and engaged.

During ny tenure at SOUTHCOM |'ve w tnessed how
enduring presence builds trust. As a result, partners
prefer to work with us over China, Russia, and other nations
to overcone their nost pressing challenges. SOUTHCOM
continue to stand shoul ders to shoul der with our partners.
W have and will continue to respond rapidly to crises in
any form

Toget her with our partners, we're building their
capability, capacity to mtigate, respond, and recover from
our collective threats. Sustained investnent and security
operation, joint exercises, disaster assistance anong ot her

initiatives enable us to innovate and deliver at the point
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of need.

As this departnent sharpens its war fighting edge, I'm
grateful for the continued support of Congress. Today, this
vital support to defending the denocratic principles and
I nterests that underpins the stability of prosperity and the
region and ultimately the security of our nation.

Thank you agai n, Chairman Wcker, Ranking Menber Reed,
and nenbers of the commttee for this opportunity. | |ook
forward to your questions.

[ The prepared statenment of Admral Hol sey follows:]

20
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Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much for your
testinony. Let's get restarted quickly. General Quillot,
you can see from Senator Reed and ne we're interested in the
executive order to renew Anerica's aging mssile Defense
architecture. So, I'Il junmp right in there.

So, how are we going to do this? Wat are the options?
What are your top priorities with respect to upgradi ng our
air and mssile defenses? Wat role do you see space- based
capabilities in this effort? And is our industrial base
primed to execute this mssion? So, what are your top
priorities?

Ceneral Quillot: Chairman, the top priority in our
efforts to neet the direction of the executive order is
first and forenpst, to establish increased donai n awar eness.
As | nentioned in the opening comments, you can't defeat
what you can't see, and the adversaries have an increasing
capability of reaching us and threatening us fromranges
beyond what sone of our current systens can detect and
track.

So, the first |ayer of any approach to defending the,
the United States or North America fromthe NORAD
perspective would be a sensor |ayer from seabed to space, of
systens that can detect threats froma further distance.
Those are seabed, ground-based, air base, such as the E-7

and then space-based systens for detecting tracking and
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war ni ng.

Inside of that, | think we build on our existing GBI
and NG capabilities via ground-based interceptors and next
generation interceptors to defeat intercontinental ballistic
m ssi | es.

Chairman Wcker: Let ne interject on the sensor |ayer.
How soon can we get there?

General Quillot: Chairman, sonme of those capabilities
are right on the edge. Qhers are probably three to five
years out, but | think within inside of a year, we could
have a significant capability that could network those into
a single sensor grid.

Chairman Wcker: Al right, well then go ahead if
you' ve got anything to say about space-based or our
I ndustrial base capabilities.

General @uillot: Chairman, cooperation with the
i ndustrial base is critical, so they can keep pace with not
only our requirenents, but those requirenents are based on
the capabilities of the adversaries, which are rapidly
I ncreasing. So, | can't enphasize enough the need to
devel op systens and nove themleft on the tineline to field
them nore quickly to achieve our goal.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay. And again, the Ranking Menber
and | spoke about fentanyl deaths. The estimate | have is

nore than 225,000 Anericans are estimated to have been
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killed because of fentanyl overdoses from 2021 to 2023. So,
what progress are we nmaking there? Wio's to blane? |
understand that we've been told in the past there are nore
Russi an GRU spies operating in Mexico City than anywhere in
the world. Is that true? And what's NORTHCOM doi ng and
needi ng to do?

Ceneral QGuillot: Chairman, the fentanyl crisis is a
signi ficant concern to our conmand. W have a nunber of
Intel analysts that work with the interagency and | ead
federal agencies to provide intelligence that gets after the
cartel networks that drive the production and distribution
of fentanyl and pushes it across the border. Recently we've
been permtted to increase our ISR, our intelligence
surveil l ance and reconnai ssance to --

Chai rman Wcker: Permtted by Mexico?

General @uillot: No, by the departnent, sir. But we
do have intelligence sharing with Mexico to show t hem what
we see. And we have increased cooperation with Mexico to go

address the cartel violence in terns of sending nore troops

Chairman Wcker: Because tine is limted, we had 2022-
2025 a three-year space, are we nmaking any progress now?
Now it's 2025.

CGeneral Quillot: Fromour perspective --

Chairman Wcker: Has it gotten better?
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General Quillot: No, | wouldn’'t say it's better, but |
do think Chairman, that we have a better foundati on now t hat
we've increased the intelligence to nake rapid progress
against this threat.

Chairman Wcker: It definitely needs to get better.
And so, tell us what you need and thank you for your
efforts. You got eight seconds.

[ Laught er. ]

General Quillot: Mre ISRis the first, and then
expanded authorities would be required for nore advi se and
assi st types of operations between our forces and the tier
one Mexican forces.

Chai rman Wcker: W want to be your teammate there.
Senat or Reed.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, M. Chairman and
General Quillot, followng along in the questioning of the
chairman with respect to the space-based systens and use,
both for acquisition of targets and perhaps for contact with
targets, you need to unfettered access to be expanded. |Is
that fair to say?

General Quillot: Senator, to properly enploy all those
systens, we would have to have uninterrupted and conpl ete
access to the entire spectrum

Senator Reed: And as a result, the proposed spectrum

options would conplicate significantly your ability to carry
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out that m ssion?

General Quillot: Senator, conprom sing that part of
the spectrumis a significant concern to ne and the systens
necessary for Honel and Def ense.

Senator Reed: Thank you, General. And Ceneral, also
there's approximtely 2,000 active-duty personnel now down
at the border, and there's always an opportunity cost,
what ever you do. And one of the opportunity costs
obviously, is the readiness and training of these troops.
Are you aware of what training is being deferred or ignored
because of this depl oynent?

General @Quillot: Senator, first, all of the forces
that cone to us fromthe services are extrenely well -
trained, disciplined, and highly qualified. If they are
conducting m ssions that are outside their normal specialty,
we have a series of five work days, one training day, and
then one day off each week.

And in that training day we prescribe our |eadership to
make sure that the forces that are operating outside of
their standard specialty have the opportunity to train and
mai ntain some of those skills.

Sone of the others, such as helicopter pilots, and sone
of the infantries are doing work that is already in |ine
with theirs, and I think they nmaintain their readiness.

Senator Reed: So, you know, in a rough netric, one out
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of five days, it's ny math is terrible, | went to West
Point. If so, now they're doing 20 percent of the training
t hey woul d' ve done at hone base.

General Quillot: Yes, sir.

Senat or Reed: Thank you. | didn't have the privilege
of going to Navy or the Air Force, so | forgive ny math.
Adm ral Hol sey, can you give us a concise but detail ed
description of your role, SOUTHCOM s rol e at Guantanano's
M grant Detention Center and the JTF- GTMO?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator. So, SOUTHCOM pl ans and
postures has al ways over the years, to conduct m grant
operations. |In fact, one of our enduring mssions is to
plan for a mass migration scenario. Under the current
situation, what we're doing is nodifying our existing plan
to be able to support the mgrant ops at GIMO, the Naval
station, and to provide safe and humane care in support of
Depart nment of Honel and Security.

Now, to be clear, there are two different sides of the
base. One is the Naval station, both is Naval Station GIMO
but you have one which is the MOC, m grant operation center
where we're actually setting up tents and have JTF- GTMO on
t he other side of the island, which we have the war
det ai nees.

Senat or Reed: Now have you estimated that you're going

to incur DOD South County for your operations? You have to
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construct facilities for 30,000 individuals, which would
i ncl ude ness halls, which would include heal thcare centers,
sanitation provisions, et cetera. How nuch noney is that
going to cost us?

Adm ral Holsey: So, right now, sir, we're in the
initial phase of this process. So, it's a tailored approach

to get to 30,000, if that is desired. So, right now, where

we stand, we're in initial phases, | guess sonme nunbers to
you, but right now we're still building out, we have forces
on the ground and that process still in place, sir.

Senat or Reed: Thank you. Going back General Guill ot
to the concept of Iron Done, unlike the Israelis, this is
not a mssile defense system This is a system of systens
and nost inportant aspects of the system | think you' ve
already alluded to is detection rather than interception.
s that fair?

CGeneral Quillot. Senator, | agree with you. The first
and nost critical part is the detection capability.

Senator Reed: And | net recently with the defense
m nister from Canada. They're very nuch interested in
participating. They have | egal obstacles, but they assune
they can junp over themvery much participating in the
m ssil e defense system and their best contribution could
come in what way, sir?

General Quillot: Senator, | welcone their
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participation. | think the first would be to buy into our
domai n awar eness expansi on, whet her ground-based or space-
based, and then further down the line, if they get defeat
mechani sns, see how they would nmesh with our existing
defense nmechanisns in a simlar way that we enploy fighter
aircraft with NORAD. Perhaps we could do the sanme with

m ssil e defeat systenms fromthe ground.

Senator Reed: Thank you very nuch, gentlenen. Thank
you, Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Ranki ng Menber, perhaps
that woul d be one way that Canada could begin to neet its
NATO requirenent is as far as defense spending as a portion
of their GDP. Let ne ask both wi tnesses to nove the
m crophones a little closer, and then | recogni ze Senat or
Fi scher and then Senat or Shaheen.

Senat or Fischer: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and thank
you Admiral, thank you General for your service to this
country. The work you do is extrenely inportant. Thank
you.

General, you're going to hear | think a | ot about
spectrum because here in the Senate we're di scussing that
and CGeneral, you were tal king about, that many think that
the Iron Done for Anerica is simlar to what we see in
Israel. It is not. What we're |ooking at, as you said, we

can't defeat what we can't see, so we have to be able to
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i ncrease domai n awar eness, and increasing domai n awar eness
means that we need additional radars, terrestrial, airborne
space, underwater.

You hit that in your opening comments, |I'mtrying to
hit it nore here to make a point not just with the nedia,
but with ny colleagues as well. Al of those systens depend
on spectrum the spectrumthat the Departnent of Defense
has. Is that true?

Ceneral Quillot: Yes, Senator. That's exactly
correct.

Senator Fischer: Can those systens function if there's
a |lot of noise, which neans additional users close by in
creating a | ot of noise?

Ceneral Guillot: No, Senator, we have to have conpl ete
control of the spectrumto operate our systens effectively.

Senator Fischer: And operating those systens
effectively neans protecting the honeland. Correct?

Ceneral Guillot: Yes, ma'am That's the purpose for,
for all of our systens, it all centers on Honel and Def ense.

Senator Fischer: Thank you. To nove to a different
topi ¢ General, you predicted during the posture hearing | ast
year that Chinese and Russian aircraft, you said that they
flewa mssion into Alaska Air Defense ldentification Zone.
Do you assess that the United States will see nore of this

from China, whether it's aircraft or ships or subnmarines?
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General Quillot: Senator, | do think that they'l
I ncrease their presence both independently as well as
| ncrease cooperation wth the Russians in the air, in the
maritinme and in the sea.

Senator Fischer: And in that cooperation with the
Russi ans, what do you worry about the nost?

Ceneral Guillot: What | worry about the nost is that
i nstead of just weapons and technol ogy, that they will trade
access, which would shorten our tinelines to react to either
country mlitary capabilities.

Senator Fischer: Are there any authorities or
capabilities that NORTHCOM and NORAD woul d need in order to
protect your AOR?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, the nost inportant
capability we would need is the inproved domai n awareness to
allow us to see at further ranges, as the mlitary
capabilities inprove by the adversaries, we have to match
that wwth our detection capability. At this tine, | do not
| ack any authorities.

Senator Fischer: Admral, since you took over command
| ate | ast year, what is your assessnent of China's long-term
strategi c objectives in your AOR?

Adm ral Hol sey: Thank you, Senator. The PRCS has
continued to do their, expanding their econom c engagenent

to having nore influence and di plomatic and political
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influence in the region. And they're continuing with their
Belt and Road initiative throughout. Currently, 22
countries are nenbers of the Belt and Road Initiative, and
so they continue to go down this path, they stayed on
enterprises, the Huawei hold, the whole nine yards. So
that's just one aspect of it.

The aspect that is nore critical to ne as a mlitary
officer is the mlitary view, right? So, right now, when I
t hi nk about deep water ports, dual use sites facilities, so
deep water ports, like the port of Chancay in Peru. | think
about the space enabling infrastructure throughout the ACR
at least 10 PRC s-linked space sites across five countries
in the region.

Then you get into the 5G the Huawei, right? You get
into the safe city technology. So, they continue to do
this, and when our partners use Huawei and Safe Gty
Technol ogy, now they're having threat of having Chinese
technol ogy on their critical infrastructure.

So, again, we have to continue to block them out and
find ways to deliver for our partners. And so | do that by
engagi ng security cooperation as well as trying to make
sure, froman econom c standpoint, working throughout the
region and working with the Ofice of Security strategic
Capital -- Bank and others to find ways to bl ock out the

PRC.
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Senator Fischer: kay. Thank you. Thank you bot h.

Chai rman Wcker: Senator Shaheen and then Cotton.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you both for being here and for
your service to the country. General QGuillot, |I'mnot sure
I f any resources are comng fromthe operations in your area
of responsibility to address sone of the flights that have
been transporting mgrants out of the country, but |
understand that | ast week, an Air Force C 17 transported 104
mgrants fromthe United States to India.

That flight cost the Anerican taxpayers $2.5 mllion,
and | understand that we're currently spending nearly
$30, 000 an hour for every deportation flight that's being
run by the mlitary, when Honel and Security used to charter
flights like these at | ess than one-third the cost or $8, 500
an hour.

Doesn't seemto ne |like a very effective use of our
dollars, given the needs that you and Adm ral Hol sey tal ked
about in terns of what you require for additional resources
to address the threats facing the country.

So, can | ask, are you seeing any of the inpacts of
t hose costs yet on NORTHCOM s budget? And do you know how
t hose costs are being paid?

Ceneral @Quillot: Senator, | have not seen any i npact
at this point, but I'lIl remain transparent with the

commttee if | do feel strained in that area. As you
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al luded to at the beginning, those flights are flown by U S
TRANSCOM so we coordinate with the border patrol to have
the mgrants avail able but we do not operate those flights.

Senat or Shaheen: And do you know if those flights are
com ng out of TRANSCOM s budget ?

General Quillot: Ma'am | can't say for sure, but |
assune they are.

Senat or Shaheen: M. Chairman, | would hope that this
comm ttee woul d request information about the cost of those
flights and why the mlitary is doing them as opposed to
doing themthe way we used to at one third, the cost.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you for that suggestion.
Senat or .

Senat or Shaheen: Admral Hol sey, over the |ast year,
we' ve actually seen an al nbst 15 percent decrease in drug
overdose deaths. |llegal drugs, however, as you pointed
out, and General CGuillot pointed out, are still killing
nearly 90,000 Anericans every year.

Bot h of your conmands rely on partnerships with
governnents and mlitaries in the region to help stop the
flow of illegal drugs. So, can you talk, Admiral Holsey, in
particul ar, about whether you' re seeing any inpact of the
stop on our foreign assistance in countries in Latin Anmerica
on the willingness of those countries to cooperate?

And then are you seeing, or do you see the concern that
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bei ng di sconti nued?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, thank you for that. The
Chi na continues to |look incredibly hard at every opportunity
to cone in and engage, so we can't take that for granted.

Wth regard to our partners in engaging in the counter
drug piece, they're very resilient. Sonme of our training
that do the security operation, the exercises specifically
focus on the counter drug flight fight. |If you |look into
the Eastern Pacific right nowin the first 90 days, |I'm
sorry, since the 1st of January, we've already interdicted
50 netric tons of cocaine, right? And, and actually
arrested 84 det ai nees.

So, again, when you think about this piece, our
partners are with us. So, 80 percent of our interdiction
| ast year was done by our partners using actually a ship
special mssion. W actually bring out interceptors from

our partners along with us and get after the fight. So,

they're all in with us.

So, | would like to continue to do that security
operation. | haven't seen any inpacts at this point, but
we'll look and I'd be happy to let the commttee know.

Senat or Shaheen: Thank you. And General CGuillot, as
you' re | ooking at the challenges with our northern border,

are you finding Canada wlling to cooperate in all of the
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of drugs and other illegal activities across our border?

CGeneral Guillot: Yes, Senator, | am | find that ny
counterparts in Canada are very open to planning potenti al
partnering on the northern border to detect ill egal
crossings both ways in the future.

Senat or Shaheen: And Canada has devel oped a plan to
address their commtnments to NORTHCOM Are you seeing that
beginning to be built out at this point, or is all that
still in the future? And did we participate in the
devel opnent of that plan?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, they were very coll aborative
on defining the NORAD requirenents and their NORAD
noderni zation is at the very, in beginning stages. W are
seeing inmproved F-18 radars and nissile capabilities
al ready. The next step we'll see is the arrival of the F-35
in the next two years. So, they're well on the track, but
we do have sone i medi ate i nprovenents with their F-18.

Senat or Shaheen: Great. Thank you bot h.

Chairman Wcker: Again, |'mlooking forward to our
friends in Canada fulfilling their comm tnment to NATO.
Senat or Cotton.

Senator Cotton: Thank you, gentlenen. Ceneral
Quillot, as the chairman nentioned his opening statenents, |

have | egislation wwth Senator GIllibrand to address the
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drone threat here in Anerica. W seemto have drones just
flying around everywhere and many tinmes people don't know
what's going on. Most notably in the public eye late | ast
year in New Jersey.

This is al so happening around our mlitary bases a |ot.
You' ve had drone incursions over Joint Base Langley, Wight-
Patterson Air Force Base, Vandenberg Space Force Base,

Picati nny Arsenal, Andersen Air Force Base. Could you
explain to us briefly what is the threat that these drones
pose to U.S. mlitary operations facilities, and personnel ?

General Quillot: Senator, the primary threat | see for
themin the way they' ve been operating is detection and
per haps surveillance of sensitive capabilities on our
I nstall ati ons.

Senator Cotton: And that's all installation, not just
super sensitive ones like nuclear sites. It could be our
fighter bases or arny bases or naval bases or what have you?

General Guillot: Yes, sir. There were 350 detections
reported last year on mlitary installations, and that was
350 over a total of hundred different installations of all
types and | evels of security.

Senator Cotton: Yeah, but it's the case right now that
only at certain sites, which you mght call the
supersensitive sites |like nucl ear bases, do commanders have

the authority to protect their airspace fromthese drone
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I ncur si ons?

General Quillot: That's correct, Senator. We call
t hose covered installations and not all the ins about half
are covered

Senator Cotton: \Which sounds crazy to ne. And | think
nost Anericans would think it, it doesn't show a | ot of
conmon sense. | nean, base commanders at every base around
Anmerica, they have the authority and they have the
capability to protect their perineters.

Say if sone terrorist got a dunp truck and drove it
t hrough the front gate or we're trying to breach the
perineter fence, we woul d expect base conmanders to protect
their base with force if necessary. |Is that correct?

General @Quillot: That's correct, sir. And | would
propose and advocate for expansion of 130i to include al
mlitary installations, not just covered installations.

Senator Cotton: |I'mglad to hear you say that because
| have legislation to do just that, the counteract with
Senator G llibrand that, again, would give these conmanders
the | egal authority they need, plus the capability required
to protect their bases fromthese kinds of incursions and
then hold them accountable for doing so. |Is that exactly
what you're advocating for?

General @Quillot: That is, sir and if | could add, 1'd

also i ke to see the range expanded to slightly beyond the
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installation, so they don't have to wait for the threat to
get over the installation before they can address it.
Because many of these systens can use side | ooking or slant
range, and so they could surveil the base from outside the
perineter and under the current authorities, we can't
address that.

Senator Cotton: Even better. Now, |ast year, you al so
said there were thousands of drone incursions over the
sout hern border. And just |ast week, Mexican cartel |eaders
were reportedly authorized used drones to equi pnment with
expl osi ves agai nst U S. border patrol agents. Now | know
that this is primarily a DHS responsibility at the southern
border, but do you need authorization for DOD to share
i nformation with DHS and the border authorities about these
I ncur si ons?

General @uillot: Yes, Senator, | would Iike 130i to be
expanded to all ow a seanl ess exchange of data on drones.

Senator Cotton: Again, sounds like a great idea. |'m
glad that Senator G llibrand and | have legislation to do
just that. And | hope that we can pass into law this year.
Thank you, General.

Admral, | know that the Navy is responsible for
Guant anano Bay, but Sout hern Command is responsible for sone
of the operations there to include the operations | gather

of the violent illegal mgrants who are recently
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security neasures in place that protects against any risk of
violent crimnals and terrorists being held at GIMO?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, the JTF-GIMO is the detention
facility, we have a highly trained mlitary police who cone
down on rotation with the guard’s force. They're on a one-
year rotation, they're highly qualified, they've been
trained to do their mssion, they' ve been doing it for years
t hroughout. So, again, | think they' re very capabl e of
force and they're ready to deal with any situation.

Senator Cotton: And you're confident that your
personnel are trained and ready to do that and are safe in
doi ng so?

Adm ral Hol sey: 100 percent, sir.

Senator Cotton: That's great because |'m al so very
confident that it's nuch safer to have depraved savage
crimnals fromother countries waiting at Guantanano Bay for
deportation than it is to have themwaiting at a base on the
Ameri can mai nl and soil where we hope they'd never be able to
cause any problens, but you never know there are Anerican
citizens on those bases and just outside those bases.
Gent | enen, thank you again both for your appearance, sir.

Chai rman Wcker: Excellent point Senator Cotton.
Senator Hi rono, and then Senator Sullivan.

Senat or H rono: Thank you, M. Chairman. Cenera
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Quillot, the President's recent m ssile defense executive
order tasks you with providing "an updated assessnent of the
strategic mssile threat to the honeland” that is the
President's direction to you.

I remain concerned about the viability of DOD S
strategy to defend Hawaii, specifically frommssile
threats. W're |l ooking at China, North Korea exanples.

WIl you commt to include the mssile defense of Hawaii as
part of your assessnent?

General Quillot: Senator, | absolutely will. Hawaili
and the defense fromballistic mssiles for Hawaii is part
of ny responsibility.

Senator H rono: Thank you again. For you Ceneral,
| ast year, the former National Guard Bureau chief testified
that the border security m ssion provides no mlitary
training value to guardsnen and does not prepare troops for
great power conpetition.

Additionally, a GAO report from 2021 found t hat
multiple units lost critical training opportunities due to
depl oynments to the border. That of course inpacts mlitary
and operational readiness. Ceneral, do you agree with the
assessnment that these mssions provide no mlitary training
val ue to guardsnen?

General @uillot: Senator, | don't agree. | think that

specifically in the helicopters and in our intel specialties
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that are conducting m ssions on the southern border, those
are exactly inline with their training specialty. However,
| certainly recognize there are areas where they're cross-
trained and they are not getting i medi ate benefit to their
primary specialty in about half of those roles.

Senator Hrono: So, your testinony is that using
mlitary troops at the border, that is not going to have an
I npact on readi ness. How nmany troops are do we have on the
border right now and do you expect that nunber to grow?

CGeneral CGuillot: Senator, we have 5,000 Title 10
forces on the southern border right now, and | do expect
t hat nunber to grow.

Senator H rono: As the Ranking Menber on the Readi ness
Commttee, | do have concerns about what these ki nds of
troop novenents will do to readiness. Wat specific
mlitary training events and readi ness exercises wll
NORTHCOM f orego due to the resource demands of the Board of
M ssi on?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator to this point none have been
altered and we don't project that we woul d | ose any of our
exercises as the forces are provided by the services. W
still have the capabilities to conduct all of our schedul ed
exerci ses.

Senator Hrono: Well, the GAO report noted that there

will be sone critical training opportunities that wll be
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|l ost and | amgoing to follow up with you as to whet her that
Is al so what i s happening.

For Admral Hol sey, in your confirmation hearing |ast
Sept enber, you stated that SOUTHCOM s nai n canpai gni ng t ool
IS security cooperation utilizing a whole of governnent
approach that includes USAID. How will President Trunp's
decision to freeze foreign assistance and di snmantl e USAID
af fect SOUTHCOM s security cooperation M ssion?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator for right now, we're stil

assessing the inpacts of USAID, I'Il tell you froma
mlitary standpoint, | still can do ny security cooperation
at this tinme and so I ook to Tradew nds exercise, right?

So, that's one we do yearly. And it's focuses on the
humane assi stance just release in the Caribbean, right? So,
we go out there, we do these m ssions, we're training our
forces for earthquakes, hurricanes, and the like. So, those
type of opportunities give our partners a chance to devel op
their skills for you know energenci es or contingencies.

Senator Hirono: | really don't see how an action |ike
cl osing USAI D woul d not have a negative inpact on part of
your m ssion. Regarding Guantanano Bay, this is again, for
Adm ral Hol sey. SOUTHCOM is responsible for inplenenting
the President's directive to expand the detention center in
GQuant anano Bay to hold 30,000 m grants.

Adm ral Hol sey, who are these mgrants and where w ||
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they be comng fromand what is the estinated cost to | ead

t he expansion and support of this devel opnment, Departnent of
Honmel and Security m ssion, including food, nedical care,
construction, and sustai nnent?

We're tal king about a big, | would say, infrastructure
that we're going to need to house 30,000 mgrants. Can you
explain how all this is happening? how nuch it will cost?
how it will inpact SOUTHCOM s mi ssion? Briefly, |'ve run
out timne.

Adm ral Hol sey: So very, very briefly. Fromthe
standpoi nt of who decides, that’'s DHS who deci de who cones
to the base for the mgrants, they decide at that point and
we just support them W're in support of DHS with regard
to the pricing. W're still understanding it's a phase
approach right now, and so we're going to build it up and as
we understand how |l arge we'll get, we'll have a better focus
on the price.

Senator Hirono: So even if this is DHS, we're going to
want to know how nmuch this is actually going to cost. And I
know t hat you were asked about the anount of noney that went
to deporting 104 people to India, and whether or not that
was an appropriate use of your funds.

Chai rman Wcker: Perhaps w tnesses can take that for
t he record.

[The information referred to fol |l ows: ]
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Chai rman Wcker: And also, we'll have anot her round,
if we need to, then we have Senator Sullivan and Senat or
Ki ng.

Senator Sullivan: Thank you, M. Chairman. Gentl enen,
t hank you for your testinony. | want to echo what the
chai rman's been sayi ng, we do need Canada to step up, you
know, when they don't neet their 2 percent GDP NATO
commtnents, it undermnes the entire alliance. So |
appreciate the chairman nentioni ng that.

General, it was good to neet with you. The other day
we had a neeting with senior Trunp adm nistration officials
just a couple days ago, a nunber of senators who were
focused on the border, and they focused |ike your testinony,
a lot on the northern border, which | really appreciate.

| have a chart here that depicts a ot of the air and
sea incursions that we've seen in the last few years. |It's
been quite remarkable, particularly the Joint Chinese,
Russi an strategi c bonber m ssions into our air and the joint
Chi nese Russian naval task force quite big, a 12-ship naval
task force | ast summer.

President Trunp hinself comrented recently, and we need
to increase mlitary investnents in Al aska as Russian and
Chi na make nore nenacing noves in the region. That's a |i st
-- that's just an exanple of all the different incursions

air and sea just in the last three years, which is quite
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ast oundi ng.

General, | want to go into alittle bit nore detail
Your troops have done a great job of intercepting these
strategi c bonbers by the way. They conme with arnmed M Gs,
right? This is a serious incursion, not easy to do. CQur
navy's done a good job, although the first tinme we had that
joint Russian Chinese task force, we didn't have any Navy
response. Nothing, which was ridiculous in ny view. 150-
foot Coast Guard cutter.

But these are difficult m ssions nmade nore difficult,
for exanple, when you're intercepting strategic bonbers, a
| ot of tinmes our fighters are having to fly over a thousand
mles just to get to the end of the --, is to intercept
t hem

So, ny question -- can you put the other side up, the
one wth the map, there you go. Do you agree we need nore
i nfrastructure? You and | have tal ked about reopening the
airfield in the navy base at Adak, this out here on the
Al eutians Island chain, or -- and Barrow Al aska to help with
the SAR emi ssions. Can you explain that in a little bit
nore detail ?

Adm ral Paparo is in agreenent with you on this, where
these incursions are going to increase. This is Anerica,
our northern border, and yet the infrastructure we have for

t he young nen and wonen who are doi ng these dangerous
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i ntercept m ssions, both at sea and in the air, they need
nore infrastructure for their safety and for our rapid
response.

Do you agree with ne that they do? And would you
support reopening the Adak Naval base in the extension of
the Barrow Runway, which is way up there, the northern part
of Anerica.

General Quillot: Senator, | do agree with you. And as
you nentioned, Admiral Paparo and | are very closely |inked
and aligned on all issues in the Pacific. | would support
Adak for sure, for maritine and air access, and as you
poi nted out, dead horse or a point at the far north part of
Al aska, because those m ssions aren't only long, a thousand
mles or nore wwth five or six or seven air fuelings usually
at night.

But al so, the harsh conditions if a pilot should have
to eject having those forward points that you nentioned
woul d allow us to pre-position search and rescue aircraft or
be able to land there in an energency, which are
capabilities that we just don't have right now

Senator Sullivan: Geat, thank you on that. And
again, | want to thank the nen and wonen under your conmand.
They do these intercept mssions all the tine. They're very
tough, they're dangerous. They don't nmake a | ot of news

down here in the |lower 48, but they're doing a great job.
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Let ne turn to mssile defense. Senator Craner and |
recently introduced our Iron Donme Act that reinforces what
Presi dent Trunp's executive order does. That's a depiction
of that covering the whole United States with integrated
m ssil e defense systens to protect our honeland. 1'd |ove
to get co-sponsorship fromall ny colleagues, ny 2017
advancing Anerica's Mssile Defense Act, which pretty nuch
becanme | aw in the NDAA, had 30 co-sponsors, 10 Denocrats, 20
Republ i cans.

But can | get your sense to first a commtnent to work
with nme and Senator Craner on that? And then you nentioned
the NG s and the ground-based mssile interceptors. Those
are alnost all based in Alaska. Wiy is it taking so long to
fill those 20 silos that we just filled out that are needed?
And can | get your commtnent to work with ne as part of
this Iron Dome Act to accelerate that?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, you have nmy full conmm t nent
to work with you on the Iron Done, it's the core m ssion of
NORAD and NORTHCOM is to defend just as you described there.
And you al so have ny full commtnent to work to nove al
defense industrial based capabilities to the left, to bring
t hese capabilities earlier as our adversaries are advancing
their capability, and we nust keep pace.

Chairman Wcker: Geat. Thank you, Ceneral. | ask

unani nrous consent that the three charts that Senator
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point. Wthout objection, it's so ordered.

[ The information referred to follows:]
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Chai rman Wcker: Senator Kai ne, and then Senator
Scot t.

Senat or Kaine: Thank you, M. Chairman. Thanks to our
W t nesses for your service. This norning, | received an
email fromone of ny |ong-standing staff nenbers. And Mark
runs constituent services fromne, and he did so when | was
governor as well. Mark graduated in R chnond fromJ. R
Tucker High School. Kind of |ooked in the mrror and
deci ded he wasn't college material yet, and enlisted in the
United States Marine Corps.

Mark served for four years as an enlistee in the United
States Marine Corps, and it put himon a path. |It's been an
amazing path. He finished his marine service, and then went
and got a social work degree at Virginia Commonweal th
University. And advice to any of ny colleagues, if you want
sonebody great in constituent services, pick a marine with a
soci al work degree. The dogged persistence of the Marines,
and the skill in working with organizations and listening to
peopl e of a social worker, Mark exenplifies that.

Mark sent ne this norning, he reached out to send ne
this article that appeared on the 10th of January in
mlitary.com "Mlitary drops recruiting efforts at
prestigi ous Bl ack Engi neering Awards event". 1'd like it
entered into the record, M. Chair.

Chai rman Wcker: No objection.
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Senator Kaine: First two paragraphs of the article.
Here they are, "The Arny and ot her service branches are
abandoning recruiting efforts at a prestigi ous Bl ack
engi neering event this week, turning down access to a key
pool of highly qualified potential applicants am d Presi dent
Donal d Trunp's purge of diversity initiatives in the
mlitary.

Until this week, arnmy Recruiting Command had a
| ongst andi ng public partnership with the Bl ack Engi neer of
the Year Awards or BEA, an annual conference that draws
students, academ cs, and professionals in science,

t echnol ogy, engineering, and math, also known as stem The
event which takes place in Baltinore has historically been a
key venue for the Pentagon to recruit talent, including
awar di ng ROTC Cor ps schol arships and pitching mlitary
service to rising engineers.

Past BEA events have included the Arny Chief of Staff
and the Defense Secretary. This is one of the nost talent
event dense events we do, when Arny Recruiter told
mlitary.com on the condition that their nane not be used,
our footprint there has always been significant. W need
the talent".

My staffer, Mark, said to ne when he sent ne this
article, I would never have served in the mlitary if there

weren't nmen and wonen who | ooked like ne in the recruiting
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process. Limting mlitary recruitnment to avoid qualified

Bl ack applicants in the nane of DEl will ultimately hurt our
all-voluntary mlitary. | was intending to ask questions
about NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM until | got Mark's email this
mor ni ng.

Intentionally avoiding an event chockfull of STEM
Tal ent and Engi neers, because it happens to be a draw for
Bl ack engineers, is nore than an anti-DEl initiative. It is
an intentional effort to avoid certain kinds of people in
recruiting. The article goes on to say, it's not just the
arnmy that has pulled out of this event. Al the service
branches have pulled out of this event.

And | just want to put this on the record. Two things
happened on January 31st that | found very unusual. The
President of the United States, Donald J. Trunp, did what
every President since Gerald Ford has done on January 31st,
he decl ared February Bl ack Hi story Month.

And on January 31st, the Secretary of Defense, Pete
Hegset h, put out a directive, "ldentity nonths are dead at
DOD. " That was not the newspaper headline summari zing the
directive, that was the directive fromthe Secretary of
Defense. "ldentity Months are Dead at DOD," including Bl ack
H story Mont h.

So, we have two events on January 31st, we have the

Presi dent and Commander in Chief issuing the standard Bl ack
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Hi story Month proclamation for the nation, but apparently at
DOD it's different. At DOD, Black Hi story Month is dead, at
DOD, we won't go and recruit engi neers who happen to be
Black to conme in and serve at a tine when we need nore
people serving in the mlitary and all of our service
branches are struggling with attracting tal ent.

There's a | ot of issues dealing with NORTHCOM and
SOUTHCOM |I'mglad nmy col | eague Senator Cotton asked about
UASs, | had a whole series of questions | wanted to ask
about Haiti and other SOUTHCOM priorities, Admral Hol sey,
|"mglad we had the chance to tal k about those in ny office.
The United States mlitary has been at the forefront of
including talent of all kinds, wth the actions on January
31 the President acknow edgi ng Bl ack H story Mnth, but
within the DOD famly, now this is dead.

| worry that the mlitary will no |longer be at the
forefront, won't even be at the average, but will be behind.
And that would be a terrible sellout of an amazing tradition
that our United States mlitary should be very, very proud
of. Wth that, M. Chair, | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Kaine. Senator
Scot t .

Senator Scott: Thank you, Chairman. Thank you for
bei ng here. Thank you for all the servicenen and wonen t hat

serve with you. So all these hearings are inportant. This
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is inmportant one, | like this one a | ot because SOUTHCOM s
here and it's fromny hone state of Florida. | was hoping
nmy good friend Senator Sullivan was still here because al

he tal ks about is Alaska all the tine.

So one thing I would always like is if people
understood the risk that we're having in Latin America, and
| think we have to put nore effort intoit. | know Admra
Hol sey, we tal ked about that yesterday, and | know you're
focused on it. So after years of Joe Biden's open border
crisis weaking havoc on our donmestic security, with
mllions of illegal alien encounters at our border, an
appeasenent dangerous of dangerous regi nes, the safety of
our nation in communities are top of mnd, | think for all
of us.

I think you have a very inportant job here as we bring
back peace through strength. So let ne just get to the
guestions first. General, President Trunp recently signed
two executive orders, one to seal the southern border, which
is right, and anot her depl oyi ng 1500 service nmen and wonen
to the southern border, which none of us hoped he woul d have
to do, but unfortunately, he'll have to do to secure the
bor der.

Can you speak to how the adm nistration's preparing for
and do you feel you have the capability to face down the

cartels and other U. S. enem es present in Mexico?
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CGeneral CGuillot: Senator, | do think that we have the
capability and the support to neet the requirenents
established in the executive orders. As you m ght know,
we' ve doubl ed the nunber of Title 10 forces inside of a
week, down there in their operating in seven roles in
support of the Departnent of Honmel and Security.

And then we've al so increased sone uniquely mlitary
capabilities that will get after the point you nade, the
cartels, which are driving the illegal mgration. And
that's primarily through Airborne ISR to get nore
I nformati on on those and figure out how we can counter their
actions.

Senator Scott: You think there's any chance you're
going to need a carrier strike group in the Gulf of Anerica?

General Quillot: Senator at this tinme | haven't gotten
to a carrier strike group, but I will need a significant
i ncreased maritinme presence in cooperation with the Coast
Guar d.

Senator Scott: Are the LCS chips at Mayport hel pful at
al1?

General Quillot: Yes, sir. Those would be right in
line wwth what we're looking to do in the Maritine. Thanks.

Senator Scott: So Admral Holsey, |'ve been up here
about a little over six years and it seens like, and | think

we tal ked about this a little bit, | NDOPACOM and Syncom
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receive a mpjority of this commttee's attention and a | ot
of their assets. | think we're seeing a little bit of
change under President Trunp.

SOQUTHCOM s area of responsibility faces real threats to
national security as we all know, we've got problens in
Cuba, Venezuel a, Ni caragua, and potentially Colunbia. So
you m ght need additional assets, especially with what China
Russia, Iran are doing in the region. Can you talk about
the i nportance of having the right assets at SOUTHCOM to be
able to deal with the threats?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator, to be clear, presence
means power, presence nean rel ationships. And so not only
when out --, cone or the TCOs are noving drugs, when they
see presence, it gives them pause. But also, when we cone
down and work with our friends and partners in the region,
they |l ook for us as | eadership.

So when they see our ships, our aircraft, you know, our
boots on the ground working with them again and again, it
buil ds those partnerships and it shows that we are there
enduring, and we can bl ock out the PRC and ot hers.

Senator Scott: Thanks. Can you tal k about the
| nportance of Honestead Air Force Base and its m ssion?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir. For Honestead Air Force
Base | ocated there in south of Mam right now, we've used

it in the past. W wused it in our Haiti operations as a
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junmp off point. W use it in exercises as well. So again,
it's a key location when | think about contingencies down
range and how | engage and using that as a base to forward
deploy, if you will. And also, I'mlooking at sone
opportunities comng up for unmanned assets as well. So |
continue to work on that.

Senator Scott: You think it needs to be returned as an
active-duty base?

Admral Holsey: | think it's nore in the AirForce |ane
to answer that, but | could definitely use an active-duty
base, sir.

Senator Scott: [Presiding.] Thank you, Chairman. Now
Senat or Ki ng.

Senat or King: Thank you, M. Acting Chairnman.
Appreciate it.

Senator Scott: First time, big pronotion.

Senator King: As we're sitting here, news feeds often
come across and | just saw one that the Departnent of
Def ense has indicated in its February in its 2025
procurement plan to buy $400 million worth of Tesla trucks.
l"mgoing to just let that fact sink in, that's all I'm
going to say about that.

Adm ral, you talked about the activity of the Chinese
in Latin Anmerica. Do you believe that that activity is

nunber one significant and nunber two, increasing? And the
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nature of the activity, as | understand it is public works
projects ports, two ports in Panama, for exanple, is this
significant activity on behalf of China and Latin Anerica?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator. | think all their
efforts froman infrastructure standpoint, the devel opnent
of dual use sites and facilities, is a challenge, and we
shoul d be concerned about that.

Senator King: | would point out to the conmttee that
two weeks ago we unilaterally disarned in Latin Anerica when
we destroyed the Agency for International Devel opnent,
because that's the agency that provides funds for these
ki nds of projects. So, basically, we've left the field in
Latin America, and | think that shoul d be under st ood.

We're al ways tal ki ng about conpetition wth China and
the outpacing threat. But here is a place where we
basically have, as | say, left the field, we've abdicated,
we' ve surrendered to China in Latin America by unilaterally
and illegally and unconstitutionally abandoning the vehicle
by which we were conpeting with themin terns of devel opnent
and work in Latin Anerica. | just think that should be
not ed.

We' ve gone al nost entirely through this hearing and not
tal ked nmuch about terrorism | believe that in all the talk
about pivoting to great power conpetition, the Indo-Pacific,

we' ve taken our eye off terrorism and it worries ne that
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that's still a threat. General, is terrorisnis still a
threat to this country? | believe you nentioned | one wolfs,
which is the nost difficult kind of terrorismto conbat.

General Quillot: Senator it’'s still a threat and a
concern and one of the primary focus in the NORTHCOM part of
ny job. To address that we have very close ties with
central command and special operations conmand to foll ow
their operations in overseas, and they give nme any
I ndi cation of activities noving towards the United States
that we'd have to plan for

And of course, we have great relations across the intel
and interagency to ensure that we have a consolidated | ook
at any terror threats to the U S.

Senator King: Wll, | hope that there is significant
enphasi s because | worry that this is one of those things
we're going to wake up and find ourselves under attack. And
everybody's going to say, well, what happened? And it's a
matter of taking our eye off the terrorismball. That's one
of the greatest threats to this country, particularly if
terrorists get a hold of nuclear material.

And there are a lot of -- there's a grow ng nucl ear
famly, including Iran and North Korea where nucl ear
material m ght becone avail able, and that's the nightmare
scenari o because deterrence doesn't work with terrorists.

They don't care about dying, and they don't have a capital
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city to destroy. So, intelligence and awareness of what the
terrorists are thinking and planning and plotting, | think
I's absolutely critical.

Admral, every year when we have this hearing, | talk
to the SOUTHCOM commander about the fact that we have
intelligence reports about drug shipnents comng to the U S.
in the maritime domain, and we have the assets to interdict
25 percent of them To ne, that is just straight up
unconsci onabl e.

There are people dying in nmy state from fentanyl
overdoses, fromdrug overdoses generally, and we are not
neeti ng because of a lack of basically allocation of assets,
t he drug shipnents that we know about. That's what's so
obj ectionabl e about this. |Is that percentage still
reasonabl e? 75 percent is not being interdicted that we
know of ?

Adm ral Holsey: Yes, sir. About 10 to 20 percent is
what we can get after what we see. Yes, sir.

Senator King: And that's because of a | ack of assets.
Is that not, correct? W don't have enough boats, ships?

Admral Holsey: Primary |ack of assets, the | ack of
resources | SR capability, yes, sir.

Senator King: Well, | would argue that, again, this is
a msallocation of resources. That here is an active attack

on Anerica that's killing our citizens and we don't have
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enough shi ps and whether it's Coast Guard or Navy in the
region to interject these drug shipnents.

| think that's basically a dereliction of duty, not of
you, but of the entire policy apparatus. And this goes back
three, four admnistrations. But it's one that | hope that
this adm nistration m ght pay sone attention to, and
correct. Maybe there's a second round we'll tal k about
i cebreakers CGeneral. Thank you very nmuch, M. Chairnman.

Senat or Scott: Thanks Senator King. One thing did,
was it secretary, was it state or defense about the Tesla' s?
Do you know?

Senator King: M understanding it was the Depart nent
of Defense arnored Tesla Cyber trucks. Ckay.

Senator Scott: Al right. Senator Budd.

Senator Budd: Thank you, Chairman, congrats on the
pronoti on.

[ Laught er. ]

Senator Budd: Admral, General, thank you all for
bei ng here. General, | enjoyed our conversation earlier
this week. And also, just want to thank you on behal f of
those in Western North Carolina for your efforts there. In
the early days, |ate Septenber of |ast year, early Cctober,
there was sone bureaucratic hand winging at the top, but
that was not fromyou, that was not fromour mlitary. So

again, thank you for all those in uniformwho served those
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out west.

| want to shift to the southern border, and we’ ve heard
this a lot fromour colleagues this norning, and | share the
concern about fentanyl. In North Carolina we |ose every
single year the totality of what we lost on nine 11 just in
North Carolina, and that's our whole country conpared to
just ny great state.

I'"'minterested in stopping the supply of these Chinese
precursors and chemicals that end up in Mexico and nake
their way here. And al so stopping the Chinese nationals
that are being caught illegally crossing our southern border
In record nunbers, | think it's up by a factor of 50 from
2021 to 2023.

So, what concerns do you have, if any, that foreign
actors, not just South Anmerican immgrants, but they're
using the southern border to access our nation? W'I|| start
Wi th you, Admral

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, as | | ook at the daring gap
over the | ast year or so, we did see an increase in nunber
of Chinese actors com ng across. Typically, what we do is
we' ve been working with the Panamani ans as well as Col onbi an
to kind of support themin stopping the flow of mgration.
Now, it's slowed down this year, | think President Milino
was pretty clear to try to stop mgration when he got in

of fice.
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W' ve supported froma logistics intelligence and
trai ning equi pnent standpoint, with the Col unbia and
Panamani ans. W saw the drop about 90 percent com ng
t hrough the daring right now, but we have to keep our eye on
it,

Senator Budd: O course. Thank you, Ceneral?

General @uillot: Senator, | want thank you for your
coments for the nen and wonen of primarily the 18th
Ai rborne Corps that did an outstanding job supporting their
teammates in the western part of North Carolina. |
appreciate that. | share the concern on the intent of many
that are crossing the border and in particular, work closely
with the Border Patrol to figure out why the Chinese
m grants, one, are so many and two, through such a narrow
corridor in the San Di ego region.

And ny concern there is a wolf and sheep's cl ot hing
com ng across having sonmeone who intends us harm So we
work very closely with the border patrol to see who is
com ng across and maeking sure that our intel agencies are
tracking them |'m encouraged by the recent decrease in
detections and incursions across the border. But as |'ve
menti oned before, the increase in mlitary presence down
there and sone of the unique mlitary capabilities, | hope
will continue to seal that border.

Senator Budd: Thank you for that. Let's go to another
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topi ¢ which was previously discussed in regards to UAS. As
you nmentioned in your opening statenent and in the

di scussion with Senator Cotton, we've seen UAS i ncursions
over sensitive sites, mlitary bases, it's an alarmng
anmpunt. Can you briefly, briefly describe how bases are
determ ned to be "covered facilities"? under Title 10,
section 130i and titling themto an active defense.

General GQuillot: Yes, Senator. To becone a covered
installation, there's 9 criteria that any one of those could
al l ow t he base to be covered, ranges from nucl ear
deterrence, mssile defense, all the way down to if it's a
test facility there, roughly half of the 360 installations
in the U S. neet those criteria.

My request and proposal would be is if we | ook at 130i
again, would be to expand coverage to all mlitary
I nstallations and not just those that are covered.

Senator Budd: Thank you. So, as the |lead synchronizer
of counter unmanned aerial systemoperations in the U S.,
how are you preparing our bases to defend thensel ves from
these threats? | know there's a policy discussion in your
prior answer, but what are you doing right now?

General Quillot: Senator, since we received this
responsibility in Novenber, we're responsible for
coordi nati ng any response. The authority to defend a base

as Senator Cotton nentioned, remains with the installation
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commander and the services. But we can be a synchroni zer
role and are a synchronizer role to ensure standardi zed
training response, tactical techni ques, and procedures.

And if the base and the service aren't able to handle
the incursion, we can bring in help fromacross the
i nt eragency and DOD to support. And perhaps nost critically
Is we can work closely with the interagency to give themthe
authority to operate the systens once they arrive due to our
close relationship with the FAA

And in the near future, | think we will have our own
capabilities to bring in from NORTHCOM once we procured them
to assist if the service and the installation cannot handl e
t he i ncursions.

Chai rman Wcker: [Presiding.] Thank you very nuch.

Senator King: M. Chairman, in your absence, | made a
statenent about of the purchase of Tesla trucks | was
msinforned, it was not the Departnent of Defense that's
announced this purchase, it's the Departnent of State. So,
| just wanted to clarify the record.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. And thank you very much
for that. Senator Warren.

Senator Warren: Thank you, M. Chairman. So, the
Trunp adm nistration is sending troops to the southern
border and hol ding i nm grants at Guantanano, redirecting

active-duty mlitary personnel fromcritical m ssions and
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costing taxpayers several times nore than when DHS does the
same job. That seens to be bad for national security, bad
for our mlitary famlies and bad for Anerica's bottomli ne.

We've seen this before. Wen the first Trunp
adm ni stration depl oyed troops to the border, it pegged the
cost at a billion dollars over three years. But the GAO
found that the Departnent of Defense estimates were not
"reliable" and excluded "significant costs”". DOD reports to
Congress m ssed nore than half the actual total for entire
fiscal years.

So, GAO made seven detail ed recommendati ons for the
Departnment of Defense to inprove its cost estimates, but
four years |later, the Departnent of Defense has not executed
a single one. Now, DOD estimates that this new border
depl oynent will cost alnost a billion dollars over the next
ei ght nonths, but that may be another underestimte. So,
general Quillot, you are overseeing the border depl oynent,
does underestimating the cost of an operation put future
m ssions and future readi ness at risk?

General @uillot: Senator, | would assune so, but |
think I need to point out that NORTHCOM i s not appropriated
funds for the Sout hwest border, and we've never had
reprogranm ng or pass through funding. This is all done
t hrough the departnment conptroller and the services.

Senator Warren: | appreciate that, but |I'masking the
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guestion about running past the limts and the consequences
of that, because the noney has to cone from sonewhere, and

"' mconcerned that we're going to see the sane probl emthat
we saw the last tine, big costs and little transparency and
accountability.

When DOD has been tasked with doing DHS' s job, it has
cost taxpayers a lot nore noney. It costs three tines nore
to deport mgrants on mlitary aircraft than civilian planes
that | CE often uses, and has cost ice at |east five tines
nore per detention bed to hold mgrants at Guantanano Naval
Base than at facilities in the United States.

Anytinme civilian authorities ask DOD for help, DOD is
supposed to evaluate the request based on six criteria,

I ncl udi ng cost, but we don't even have a cost estimate for
t he new Guant anano operations. So, Admral Hol sey, what do
you expect the budgetary cost of SOUTHCOM Guant anano
operations will be through the end of this fiscal year?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, we're new into the process
ri ght now, we surged assets down there to start buil di ng out
the canp. It's a phased approach, so it's not automatically
going up to 30,000. So right now --

Senator Warren: So, you're telling nme you actually
don't know the cost yet?

Admral Holsey: Not at this point, m' am

Senator Warren: Not at this point. So, the decision
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to depl oy DOD personnel and assets was made w t hout know ng
the cost, which is exactly what DOD is supposed to consi der
I n maki ng the decision to deploy. WIIl you at |east commt
to provide that estimate to Congress as soon as you have it?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes. Senator.

Senator Warren: Al right.

Admral Holsey: Yes, I'll work the OSD and DOD to get
that to you.

Senator Warren: Al right. | wll hold you to that.
l"mrelying on both of you also to tell us if, DOD bl ows
past whatever estinmates you give us, given the potentially
astronom cal costs, wll you commt to informng this
comrittee if you determ ne that these operations are not
mlitarily effective?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator.

Senator Warren: Al right. You know, we need to know
i f the operations are having an unmanageabl e i npact on
readi ness and norale. Political stunts like this can easily
damage troop norale. Many Texas National Guard nenbers who
depl oyed to the southern border have felt isolated wthout
pur pose and some have even committed suicide. | think it is
| nportant that we have better oversight over these plans and
that we nmake these plans that conformto the aw. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very nmuch. Yes, Senator
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Ki ng.

Senator King: One followup, General. Gve us an
outline of the Russian activity and mlitarization of the
Northern Arctic Ccean. | don't know how to define Northern
and Sout hern when you're comng fromthe North Pole, but on
t he Russi an shoreline.

Ceneral Guillot: Senator, over the |last year, we've
seen a significant increase in both Russian air and nmaritine
activity in the vicinity of Al aska, both in the bearing and
up in the Arctic Ccean. In fact, the incursions in the
nunber of ships this past year equal or exceeded the rate
that it was before the Ukrai ne invasion, after which | think
we all know the nunbers dropped.

And we've also seen increase in air patrols on the
eastern side, what we call the two o' clock approach through
the Geenland and | cel and gap towards Maine and the
nort heast portion of the United States. So |I'mcertainly
concerned by that and | woul d expect the nunbers on both
sides of our coast to increase in the com ng year.

And then also sir, along those lines also the Russian
out of area patrols for both surface and undersea was
significant |ast year. And | expect to see that on both
coasts again this year

Senator King: The Chinese are increasingly active, are

t hey not?
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General GQuillot: Yes, sir. Last year we saw t he nost
Chi nese vessels off the coast of Al aska than we've ever seen
and si nul t aneously.

Senator King: | was at a conference sone years ago on
the Arctic, and there was a huge del egation from China. And
| said what is China's interest? They said, we are a near
Arctic nation. M response was, Maine is a near Caribbean
state. They are very active in increasing their actions.
Now how about where are we? Do we have a port for a
facility, for exanple in the Arctic? And secondly, give us
a breakdown of the status of icebreakers. W are woefully
I nadequate in terns of icebreakers, particularly for the use
of the Northwest passage.

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, | was going to use the sane
word. We're in a woeful situation with icebreakers. The
Coast CGuard is working very hard to increase that for us,
but at this time we're conpletely outnunbered wth
| cebr eakers.

Senator King: They're building one new icebreaker, but
it's really nerely a replacenent for the ancient one that's
about to go out of service, is that not correct?

General Quillot: It is.

Senator King: And so, there's no net gain in
| cebr eakers?

General Quillot: That right, Senator.
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Senator King: And the icebreakers, we have comute
between the Arctic and the Antarctic, is that not correct?

General @uillot: That that's correct as well.

Senator King: And how many icebreakers do you estimate
t he Russians have in the Arctic?

General Guillot: Between 20 and 407

Senator King: 20 and 40 to |ess than one?

General Guillot: Yes, sir.

Senator King: | would argue that the icebreakers are
the essential infrastructure of the Arctic region and to say
we are inadequate and behind where we should be as | believe
I s an understatenent. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chairman Wcker: Senator King, let me just say, |
think you'll find a | ot of bipartisan support, both in the
Congress and in the adm nistration for a substanti al
I ncrease qui ckly in our nunber of icebreakers.

Senator King: | believe that's the case, and |
appreciate that, M. Chairman. Al right.

Chairman Wcker: W have Senator Peters, and then
Senat or Rosen.

Senator Peters: Thank you, M. Chairman. GCentlenen,

t hank you for your service to our country and for being here
today. As Ranking Menber of the Honel and Security and
Governnental Affairs Committee, as well as having served in

the U S. Navy Reserve, | want to echo sone of ny coll eagues
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concerns on the dangers of increasing the Departnent of
Defense's role in border security and civil inmmgration
enf orcenent.

I"'mgoing to be following up with both the Depart nent
of the Defense and the Departnent of Honel and Security to
get additional information, related to the DOD deportation
flights and DHSS use of naval station Guantananp Bay.

But my questions first, CGeneral Guillot, as you have
previously stated, the successful execution of your m ssion
as conmmander of both NORTHCOM and NORAD, "relies on cohesive
strategies, integrated planning, and col |l aboration across
t he whol e of governnent." | conpletely agree with that, and
W th your assessnent, and believe this also applies to
executing SOUTHCOM m ssions as all.

So, ny question for you, Ceneral, how do your comrands
col | aborate with several intergovernnental agencies,

i ncluding the Departnent of Honmel and Security, Mssile
Def ense Agency, and the Cyber and Infrastructure Security
Agency in executing your m ssions? And how do you
coordinate with these agencies and deconflict efforts to
ensure the successful defense of our honeland while
certainly maintaining a Left-of-Launch franmework?

Ceneral Guillot: Senator, our partnership with DOD
ot her conbatant commands and the interagency is critical to

us. The way we approach it is we have well over a hundred
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| iai son officers, usually very high ranking, highly placed
and trusted fromtheir hone agencies that work in our
headquarters and participate in every one of our norning
updates, Intel and operations updates, conmander’s updates,
as well as all of our planning efforts.

And then for the conmbatant commands, we neet regularly,
we talk regularly, and just for exanple, in this southern
border the responsibility is widely shared between us,
SOQUTHCOM NORTHCOM and TRANSCOM and the conmanders. And
at all levels of our coomand, we integrate daily in a nunber
of different planning groups and sessions.

Senator Peters: Wnderful. Question for both of you,
you both know about the inportance of artificial
i ntelligence systens and the pivotal role that they play in
I nform ng commanders' deci sions by providing predictive
anal ysis, real-tine decision support and enhanced
situational awareness in a future conflict.

Earlier this week, we received a classified briefing
from CENTCOM Conmander General Kurilla who shared those
views as well. So, ny question to each of you is, given the
rapi d advancenents in Al, how do you see Al shaping the
future of commanders' decisions-nmaking ability, defensive
operations, and weapons integration for both SOUTHCOM and
NORTHCOM? And how can we be hel pful in your efforts to

accel erate the use of these new technol ogi es?
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General Quillot: Senator, the use of Al is becom ng
nore and nore inportant in NORAD and NORTHCOM W currently
use sone capabilities in helping us | ook at inmagery and find
assets or activities with imgery using Al to help alert our
intel analysts. Anything in the future that you'll see from
us incorporating artificial intelligence certainly wll
al ways have what we call the man on the loop. W wll
al ways have nen and wonen that are QCing it, but we're
finding that we can go through reans and reans of
i nformati on much qui cker.

And | think that | should point out, we're also |ooking
to see what the adversary is doing wwth Al and how we m ght
be vul nerable to themand their use of Al in our defensive
capabilities.

Senator Peters: Thank you, Admral ?

Adm ral Hol sey: And Senator at SOUTHCOM we're in the
process now of sending sonme of our senior |eaders through
training to actually learn nore about Al so we can conti nue
to use it. Another thing, we're doing it at South Joint
I nt eragency Task Force South, we actually have Al marine
machi ne | earning battle |ab.

We're able to take 15 years of data based off a ship
size. You think about a drug snuggled ship size, |ocation,
time of year, expected route, and now we can use that

predi ctably to | ocate our assets to interdict them and
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that's been very successful. And we'll continue to | ook for
some nore support to get after that even faster.

Senator Peters: Geat. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Peters. Senator
Duckwort h.

Senator Duckworth: Thank you, M. Chairman

[ Laughter.].

Chairman Wcker: I'msorry, | should recognized
Senat or Rosen first.

Senator Duckworth: | am nore than happy to.

Chai rman Wcker: The first m stake |I've nade.

Unani nous consent to ny left. Senator Kelly.

Senator Kelly: Thank you, Senator Rosen, thank you,
Senat or Duckworth. Really appreciate it. So, Ceneral
Quillot, and for both of you, Admral, you as well, so both
NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM have been tasked with supporting a
border security and imm gration enforcenment m ssion. And
while | agree that our immgration system s broken and that
we have to do nore to secure the southern border, |I'm
concerned about the effect of these mssions on our mlitary
r eadi ness.

So, general Guillot, |last week, over a hundred m grants
were flown to India on a C17, costing the Anerican taxpayer
approximately $2.5 mllion dollars, and using up the limted

flight hours allocated to that aircraft. Using mlitary air
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costs around $28, 000 an hour or so, for a C17, that's four
times as nuch if I CE would've chartered a flight.

So, given the strain on strategic airlift assets, are
you concerned that continued use of C17s and C- 130s, and C
130s are |l ess expensive, but still there are readi ness
i ssues with that? Are you concerned that using these for
deportation flights could inpact availability for higher
priority m ssions?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, we work closely with the
transportati on conmand that operates these flights and are
al ways | ooking to see if there are the authorities to
contract that capability.

Senator Kelly: Do you know what m ssions were dropped?
And Adm ral Hol sey, sane for you. Do you know if we dropped
any mssions to be able to support the flights to India or
GTMO?

Admral Holsey: | do not know, sir.

General Quillot: And, Senator, |'mnot aware either.

Senator Kelly: And are you aware what the chain of
custody | ooks |ike for detainees as we transfer then?

Admral Holsey: As far as right now, the DHS has the
chain of custody for the detainees as far as those comng to
GTMO.

Senator Kelly: So that's not a mlitary responsibility

at all?
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Adm ral Hol sey: No, sir.

Senator Kelly: Al right. And then, Admral, I've got
a question. W talked a little bit in ny office about this
yesterday. W're in the mdst of a global strategic
conpetition with China and China continues efforts to
I nfluence politics and societies in the Western Hem sphere
I n our nei ghborhood, and they use econom c engagenent to
gain access and influence in countries in Latin Amrerica and
I n the Caribbean.

So, what's your assessnment of the security situation in
Panama, and what is your strategy to deter CCP influence in
the region w thout contesting Panama's control over the
Panama Canal ?

Adm ral Hol sey: So, Senator, just |like all places
around the world now, China continues to gain their econonic
and infrastructure influence. And so we know they have sone
controlling interests in ports on both ends of the canal.

We know that they have infrastructure projects as well. M
role as the SOUTHCOM commander is to defend the Panama Canal
in time of crisis or contingency. And | intend to do that.

Senator Kelly: And do you agree that working with our
partners woul d be part of this strategy?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Sir, it is.

Senator Kelly: And our partners, neaning the

Pananani ans?
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Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir. The Panamani ans are key to
working with us. In fact, right now we have an exerci se
cal |l ed Panamax we do every year. And that's an exercise
where we work with the Panamani ans and our allies and
partners in the region to do a scenario where we defend the
Panama Canal. And just recently, the Panamani an Presi dent
mentioned that he wants to do Panamax in Panama. So, that's
a change, right? So, we'll continue to work with allies and
partners continue to work with Panamani ans as we go forward.

Senator Kelly: And can you describe a little bit what
t hat exercise would |l ook |ike in Panama?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir. So, we think about
nefarious actors trying to create an expl osi on on sonet hing
in the canal or stop up the canal. So again, as we're
wor king in the approaches to the canal, so it's whole,
entire thing to include cyber activity as well. So again,
in every exercise we do throughout the region, there's
al ways sone cyber conponent. And so, we continue to work
t hat .

Senator Kelly: So, we do have a strategy and this
exerci se being part of the strategy to counter the PRCs
i nfluence in the region as it is today.

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, sir. And to be clear, | think I
go back to a statenment | nade earlier about presence, right?

Any presence in the region, presence nmeans power, presence,
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bl ocks out the PRC. And so, |I'll continue to do that.

Senator Kelly: Al right, thank you. And thank you,
M. Chai r man.

Chairman Wcker: Thank you. Senator Kelly. General
and Admral, Senator Kelly was not the first to nention the
cost of MII Aris as conpared to the cost of a charter
flight to your know edge are those figures correct?

General Quillot: Senator, to tell you the truth, |
don't have know edge of that because those are all run
through U. S. transportation conmand. | don't have access to
t hose nunbers.

Chai rman Wcker: Okay, but you'll get that to us, wll
you not ?

General @Quillot: Senator chairman, of course. |1'l| be
very transparent.

Chai rman Wcker: And how about you, Admiral?

Admral Holsey: And | don't know the figure senator
but we can work to get that.

Senator Kelly: M. Chairman, if | could just nake one
conment .

Chai rman Wcker: Absol utely.

Senator Kelly: Just from experience, about 21, 000
pounds an hour of fuel for G 17, 737 is about 5,000 pounds
per hour for fuel costs. So just in fuel costs, it's about

four times.
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Chai rman Wcker: kay. Thank you. But you'll foll ow
up. The witnesses will follow up. | think we now have
Senat or Banks.

Senator Banks: Thank you, M. Chairnman. GCeneral
Quillot, the President's executive order to establish the
I ron Done for Anerica stresses the need for both weapons to
shoot down eneny mssiles and also the satellites to track
them The EO called for the "accel eration of the depl oynent
of the hypersonic and ballistic tracking sensor |ayer."

If NORTHCOM is going to have an effective iron done for
the U. S. honeland, how inportant is it that we expand our
fleet of ballistic and hypersonic mssile tracking
satellites and space-based sensors?

Ceneral Quillot: Senator, expanding those capabilities
woul d be inperative to having a successful shield over the
North American conti nent.

Senator Banks: You expand on that, why that's
| nportant.

General Quillot: First and forenost, Senator, we have
to detect anything that we want to defeat. And so, the
HBTSS that you described is the first capability that we
think will reliably and accurately track hypersonic mssile.

We have sone capability already that can detect
intercontinental ballistic mssiles, but those are fairly

easy to track because their ballistic profile, whereas the
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hypersoni c are both maneuverabl e and nuch faster. So
getting the space-based capability to detect and track those
that could cue defeat nechanisns in the end is inperative.

Senat or Banks: How fast do we need thenf

General @uillot: How fast do we need the capability?

Senat or Banks: Yes.

General Quillot: |Inmediately.

Senator Banks: Thank you for that. Admral, sone of
nmy coll eagues have said that the U S. mlitary operations to
defend the neutrality of the Panama Canal woul d be
unprecedented or illegal. Do you agree with that?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator, that's nore of a policy
di scussion. | think Departnent of State is better equipped
to handl e that.

Senator Banks: So, no opinion on whether or not
that's-- if you were ordered to defend the Pananma Canal t hat
woul d be legal to do so.

Adm ral Hol sey: So, ny job as commander is to provide
options to the President, sir.

Senator Banks: Fair enough. M. Chairman, that's all
|"ve got. | yield back.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you very much. Senator Rosen,

Senat or Rosen: Thank you, Chairman W cker, Ranki ng
Menber Reed for holding this hearing. 1'd like to thank

General Quillot and Admral Hol sey for testifying today and
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for your service to our country. W really appreciate you

I want to talk a little bit about Guantanano Bay. So,
Adm ral Hol sey, the adm nistration has announced it's using
our naval base at Guantananp Bay to house undocunent ed
I ndi vidual s detained in the United States. And al t hough I
have deep concerns about this cruel and m sgui ded policy,

I ncl udi ng about whether we can trust that ICE is not
detai ning Anerican citizens, |egal permanent residents, TPS
reci pients, dreanmers, or children in these facilities.

But Admiral Hol sey, understanding that you are only
| npl enenting policy decided to be by others, howis DCOD
pl anning to pay for the transport and care? And nore
I mportantly, what are the divisions of the mssions and the
responsibilities between DOD and ICE? Are mlitary
personnel charged with the guarding, carrying, feeding of
peopl e, or QGuantanano base? Are you paying to get them
there? And are you staffing when they are there?

Adm ral Hol sey: So, Senator, we're not paying for them
to arrive. | guess TRANSCOM woul d probably be able to
answer that question there. As far as our role is to
provi de safe, humane treatnent of those in the facility. To
be clear, we've done this m ssion before, froma m grant
standpoint, | plan every year for a mass mgration scenario.
So, it's kind of a nodification to the existing m ssion, and

again, to bring themon board. The role of the mlitary
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medi cal support at this tine.

Senat or Rosen: Well, | guess we have a |l ot of things
to worry about in that, whether it inpedes our readiness
froma readi ness perspective, having to take care of
m grants takes you away fromyour mssion. But I'll nove on
because we only have three m nutes.

| want to talk to you, Adm ral Hol sey, now about
critical |anguage skills, because the Departnent of Defense
Is increasingly making i nvestnents on countering the
people's Republic of China. W know there are a mgjor
threat to us. And are there any concerns regarding a | ack
of | anguage expertise needed for countries in SOUTHCOM ar ea
of responsibility, especially considering the involving
situation at GTMO, the potential need for nore Spanish
speakers?

And how will the elimnation of sone of these diversity
initiatives inpact your ability to recruit and retain
| i ngui sts, people who speak all of the different |anguages,
speak Chinese to enable your critical m ssion?

Admral Holsey: And to be clear Senator, we're a war
fighting organi zation. So, our nost fundanental duty is
supported within the Constitution, ensure the safety and
security of the Anerican people. W |ook for talent

t hr oughout .
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And so, | think right now, as | ook at the critical
skills, language skills in the SOUTHCOM or throughout ny
entire headquarters, | have several multilingual people.

And then we've been able to hire folks as well. W'l|
continue to do that and that's kind of ny point to be made
t here.

Senator Rosen: Well, we just want to be sure you're
not hanpered in doing that because it is critical to have
t hose | anguage skills. | want to nove on and tal k about
with general Guillot, psych guardi ng, domai n awareness. You
know, our conpetitors continue to feel advanced capabilities
across domains that have the potential to threaten the
honel and.

In light of these threats, NORTHCOM and NORAD have to
ensure the system providing the honeland with domain
awar eness are survivabl e, adaptable, and nodern. In
addi tion, the systens nust be hardened as they're going to
be subject to an array of cyber-attacks during any
contingency. |'m encouraged by your efforts to noderni ze,
but what steps are you currently taking to harden our
command- and- control nodes, particularly in the cyber donain,
so that we're able to effectively share operational picture
during a potential conflict?

CGeneral @uillot: Senator, as you alluded to, the nost

persi stent and present threat that we face in the NORTHCOM
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area of responsibility every day is in the cyber domain,
wi th hundreds or nmaybe even thousands attacks or attenpted
attacks on our networks.

So, the way we harden that is primarily through cyber
protection teans, that we have that first | ook at our unique
NORAD and NORTHCOM conputer systens and networ ks, and then
across the DOD network in partnership with Cyber Command to
make sure that those are protected.

And then when you go outside of that ring, we | ook at
critical infrastructure for capabilities that not only help
the Anerican citizens, but also help the DOD. And then it’s
four partners we have there, or three others in addition to
NORTHCOM CYBERCOM the FBI, and CISA. And we worked very
well with themto nonitor the cyber domain to ensure that
all of those systens are protected.

Senator Rosen: Thank you.

Chairman Wcker: Thank You. Senator Rosen. Senat or
Tubervil | e.

Senator Tuberville: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Gent | enen, thank you for being here, and thanks for your
service. Good visiting with you, both of you. You got
t ough j obs.

Ceneral, you tal ked in your opening statenent about the

cooperation and the com ng together of our adversaries.

What do we need to do and what do you need to do for the
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next three or four years to protect our country fromthose
coalitions that are com ng together, possibly for a threat
to us?

General @uillot: Senator, first, we need to continue
to work on our ability to detect their activities. Not only
are they working together, but even independently, they're
I ncreasing their own capabilities and they can affect us
fromfurther ranges than they could in years past,

I ndi vidually, and certainly conbined, that just nagnifies
t hat chal | enge.

And so, our ability to detect themfromall domai ns,
undersea all the way to space is the first. So we can watch
what they're doing and have awareness of what they're doing.
And then after that is just presence, not only with the U S
forces, but within our conmand. Anything that we can do
wi th the Canadi an forces to show that we can, one, detect
them and two respond to themin order to deter their
activities, would be the second enphasis that | have.

Senator Tuberville: That's the other question | want
to ask you, as we speak how is our working relationship with
our Canadi an partners up North?

CGeneral Quillot: Senator, on a mlitary-to-mlitary
basis, it's outstanding. [It's NORAD. 1It's a binational
command, and so they're partnered with the United States at

every |level of the command. And we tal ked earlier about the
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in the Arctic, our intercept of that was with U S. and
Canadi an fighters that were conpletely integrated.

So, at the ml-to-ml level in NORAD, it's excellent.
And then al so between NORTHCOM and CJCOC, the Canadi an Joi nt
Qperati ons Conmand, there's several tinmes where we have
Russi an or Chinese ships out in the Arctic that are being
patrolled by the Canadi ans out of U S. bases to build that
strength and rel ationship we have.

Senator Tuberville: Yeah. Speaking of the Arctic, do

we actually have an icebreaker that works now?

Ceneral @Guillot: The Coast Guard has one that was just

repai red, but unfortunately it was out of service for a
period of tinme over the |last few nonths.

Senator Tuberville: W obviously need to add to that.
| would imagine. Admiral, you and | tal ked about
Sai | drones, which were nmade in ny great state of Al abanma.
And can you give us this group a kind of a rundown of what
you t hi nk about sail drones, your experience and the need
probably for nore all over the world? W have themin the
| ndo-Paci fic, and we have themin the Cari bbean and your
experience with sail drone?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator. Over the |last couple
years, we've seen a decrenent in navy assets in the region.

And one thing that Navy has done with this new hybrid fleet
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out of NAVSOQUTH, we've been able to incorporate sail drones
into our mssion sets. They provide great domain awar eness.

And right now, we're doing operation Southern Sphere
where at this point, we'll have saildrones in the Caribbean
and in the Eastern Pacific, along with other unmanned assets
to counter drug fight, right? So, it gives ne nore nmaritine
domai n awareness, and it hel ps our partners as well because
we're trying to bring theminto this piece and so have a
better understandi ng.

One thing our partners continue to ask for is domain
awar eness, intel sharing. So again, having those assets in
the region for a | ack of other assets is nmaking a difference
for ne.

Senat or Tuberville: what nain reason are they used
for, as we speak for, drug runners?

Adm ral Holsey: So right now, it's maritinme domain
awar eness, so overall surveillance, right? So, they actually
have the capability to patch back to our MOC, our Maritine
Qperations Center, in NAVSOUTH. So again, they can pick up
contacts and it conpletes the picture, right? And the
i nformation can sell. So, if you spread these assets out,
they can cover nore donmain as opposed to just one ship. Y

Senat or Tuberville: As we speak, how many do you have
Qperatable in the Cari bbean?

Adm ral Holsey: So right now, | have eight operational
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in the Caribbean and three in the Eastern Pacific and nore
flowng in. So, | have a total of 20 here in the next
coupl e days.

Senator Tuberville: That's great. Well, we appreciate
what both of you do and anything we can do to help let us
know. Thank you, M. Chairman.

Chai rman Wcker: Thank you, Senator Tuberville.

Senat or Duckwort h.

Senator Duckworth: Yay. |It's ny turn. Thank you.

M. Chai rman and Ranki ng Menber Reed. The nunber of troops
assigned to the Board of M ssion continues to grow. W've
had this discussion today, but | want to enphasize it, with
the total expected to reach at least 3,600. And | think
General, you testified that it'll be naybe even upwards
getting closer to 5,000 potentially. This nunber includes
some of our nost experienced infantry and support units.

Are we really preparing for great power conpetition
with the communist PRC? O are we asking our Marines to |lay
Constantino wire at the border? Are we asking our pilots to
be conbat ready, or are they supporting deportation flights?

As we consider the ways that responding to these
m ssions i n NORTHCOM and SOUTHCOM i npacting the mlitary's
ability to focus on the primary m ssion of great power
conpetition and war fighting, we need to also factor in

uncertain, but rapidly increasing costs of DOD support at
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Guant anano Bay.

On January 29th, President Trunp green |ighted the
expansi on of the Mgrant Operations Center, or MOC, at
GQuant anano Bay. And as you're likely where this expansion
comes with the range of costs that will inpact the overal
budget, everything fromnedical care and sanitation to
education for mgrants, as well as expenses tied to
deploying mlitary personnel to GIMO

Adm ral Hol sey, could you provide a breakdown of the
tinmeline and projected construction costs for increasing
Gtno's capacity to 30,000 people as outlined by the
President's directive?

Adm ral Hol sey: Senator at this tinme we're doing a
phase approach. So right now, we're going to have a
capability for about 2,500 cots, and that plan's going to go
up if we continue to phase it in. And we haven't decided
that yet, I"'mwaiting further direction. So, at the initial
point, | don't have a cost estimte of what would take for
30,000. So right now, we're still in the -- phase of it.

Senat or Duckworth: Well, you have a presidenti al
directive, have you not started planning to fulfill that
directive?

Adm ral Hol sey: So right now, again, it's a stage
approach, a tailor approach, right? So right now, we won't

necessarily go, we don't know W're working with DHS to
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understand the flow of mgrants. So, we're not going to go,
we won't go to 30,000 unless we know that mgrant flow w ||
cone. So, we're waiting at this point.

Senator Duckworth: Well, as that planning process
noves forward, can you get ne those data, figures?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, Senator

Senator Duckworth: Thank you. The Fiscal Year 2017
M LCON actually a project for mass mgration conplex was
actually for 13,000 migrants, and it cost $33 million in FY
2017, just as a conparison. It stands to reason that an
expansion to nore than double that capacity nearly 10 years
| ater woul d nostly, nost certainly cost nuch nore than the
$33 million that was projected to cost in Fiscal Year 2017.

In addition to facilities costs in 2019, the commuander
of detentions estimated that it cost nore than a hundred
t housand doll ars for each guard, each guard' s nine-nonth
depl oynent to GIMO cost taxpayers a hundred thousand
dollars. Admral Holsey, do you have, as you're doing this,
do you have an estinmate for the personnel costs associated
wWth this effort, even for the first 2,5007?

Adm ral Holsey: No, we do not yet. But | can say that
the cost of running GTMO at this point, just the facility
the | ast several years been approximately hundred mllion
dol I ars.

Senat or Duckworth: $100 mllion dollars per year?
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Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, for the JTF-GIMO facility al ong
with the rotational enforcers that cones in.

Senat or Duckworth: And how many detai nees are there?

Adm ral Holsey: Currently, there are 30 detainees, and
15 war detai nees, and then approxi mately, 68 other detainees
-- SO0 not detainees, but mgrants fromthe DHS.

Senat or Duckworth: So, to house 118 detai nees there
and to maintain GTMO, it's costing taxpayers $ 100 mllion
dollars currently. And we're going to project to go up to
$30 million?

Adm ral Hol sey: For the GIMO facility.

Senat or Duckworth: Just the facility, so the cost
woul d be much hi gher than that. Wat is the source of
funding for the expansion of the MOC?

Adm ral Hol sey: So, right now, as the forces flowin,
the services are bearing the initial cost for the initia
flow, and so that's where it's at right now, the services.

Senat or Duckworth: So, it's coming out of the services
pockets. What priorities will be left unfunded as a result
of this shift in priorities?

Admral Holsey: | can't answer that, ma'am | think
we have to ask the services.

Senat or Duckworth: Ckay. | would also |like to address
accountability on the DOD flights. Admiral Hol sey, what is

bei ng done to ensure that risk mtigated is mtigated for
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pilots and what security neasures are in place to manage the
per sonnel on board?

Adm ral Hol sey: Right now, the DHS actually, or is
controlled those flights al ong with TRANSCOM probably have a
better understanding of the flow of mgrants to what they do
on the aircraft.

Senator Duckworth: So TRANSCOM is responsible for the
safety of the crew of the aircraft on those flights?

Adm ral Hol sey: Yes, ma'am

Senator Duckworth: | do think that we need to run this
down, and if the DOD does not take ownership of mgrants
boarding their aircraft, who onboard the aircraft is
responsi bl e for the passengers?

Adm ral Hol sey: Again, | would say that TRANSCOM has a
plan in place and TRANSCOM woul d better have that the
under st andi ng of how they protect their aircraft in flight.

Senator Duckworth: A lot of unanswered questions.
Thank you, Admral,

Chai rman Wcker: |Indeed, and Senator Duckworth, this
Is part of our oversight responsibility, and so | appreciate
t he nenbers participation today. This concludes the open
portion of today's hearing. 1'd like to thank our w tnesses
for their testinony. For the information of nenbers,
guestions for the record will be due to the commttee within

two busi ness days of the conclusion of this hearing.
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W will comrence the closed portion of this hearing in

Senate Security in 15 mnutes. W have until

[ Wher eupon,

TP One

11: 45 a. m

at 11:30 p.m, the hearing was adjourned.]
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