UNCLASSI FI ED
LTG ABI ZAl D SENATE CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG
QUESTI ONS AND ANSVERS
(24 June 2003)

Advance Questions for Lieutenant General John Abizaid, U S. Arny
Nom nee for Commander, U. S. Central Conmand

Def ense Reforns

More than ten years have passed since the enactnent of
t he Gol dwat er- N chol s Departnent of Defense Reorgani zation
Act of 1986 and the Special Operations refornms. You have
had an opportunity to observe the inplenentation and i npact
of those reforns, particularly in your assignnents as
Director of the Joint Staff and Deputy Commander, U. S.
Central Conmmand.

The goals of the Congress in enacting these defense
reforns, as reflected in section 3 of the Gol dwater-N chol s
Depart nent of Defense Reorgani zation Act, can be sunmari zed
as strengthening civilian control over the Mlitary;
inproving Mlitary advice; placing clear responsibility on
t he Conbatant Commander’s for the acconplishnment of their
m ssions; ensuring the authority of the Conbatant
Commander’s is commensurate with their responsibility;
increasing attention to the fornulation of strategy and to
contingency planning; providing for nore efficient use of
def ense resources; enhancing the effectiveness of mlitary
operations; and inproving the managenent and adm ni stration
of the Departnent of Defense.

Def ense Reforns

1. Do you agree with these goal s?

Answer: | do. CGoldwater-Nichols allows the Conbatant
Commander to focus on warfighting. In nmy opinion, one need
| ook no further than the USCENTCOM t heat er and Operations
DESERT STORM ENDURI NG FREEDOM and | RAQ FREEDOM t o
denonstrate the soundness of those refornms. The inportance
of effective joint and conbi ned operations under a clear
chain of command cannot be overstat ed.
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2. Do you believe that |egislative proposals to anend
ol dwat er- Ni chol s may be appropriate? |f so, what areas
do you believe it mght be appropriate to address in
t hese proposal s?

Answer: | think that Gol dwater-N chols got it right. | do
not believe any significant changes to the Act are
required.

3. What do you consider to be the nost inportant aspects of
t hese defense reforns?

Answer: ol dwater-Nichols required the Mlitary to | ook
beyond its Service parochialisnms requiring deconfliction
across the battlefield, to nove nore toward integration of

effort and unity of command. Wiile we still need to
continue to nove toward full joint/conbined integration we
woul d still be deconflicting battl espace between Services

had Gol dwater-N chols not occurred. In addition, the
enhanced role of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
cannot be overstated. His ability to provide his best
mlitary advice gives the Joint Force a powerful advocate.

4. Do you believe that the role of the Conbatant Conmander’s
under the CGol dwater-Nichols legislation is appropriate
and the policies and processes in existence allow that
role to be fulfilled?

Answer: As | stated earlier, | think Gol dwater-N chols got
it right. 1 do believe, however, that there is unfinished
business in carrying out the spirit of the Act,

particularly in the area of resourcing. In ny opinion, we

shoul d review the process within DoD that allots fiscal and
manpower resources to the Conbatant Conmands. We al
recogni ze the Service’'s responsibilities to upgrade and
inprove installations, train and support their personnel
and nmai ntain and acquire new weapons and technol ogy. These
responsibilities and prograns are intended to support the
wor k of the Conbatant Conmands, but there are tines when
the priorities of the Conbatant Conmmands conflict with
those of the Services. For npbst mssions assigned to a
Conmbat ant Commander, their Service conponents provide the
resources. However, there are tinmes when the Joint
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Warfighting perspective and requirenent needs greater
visibility within our resourcing constructs. Such
requi renents are exenplified by ISR and strategic lift
shortfalls in the Joint Force.

Rel ati onshi p Deputy Conmander, Conbi ned Forces Comand

5. Pl ease describe your duties and role as Deputy Conmmander
during Operation Iraqgi Freedom

Answer : Conbat ant Commander staffs are generally resourced
to conduct one major theater war at a tinme. The scope of
the Irag operation, coupled with continuing operations in
Af ghani stan, requirenents for coordination el sewhere in the
G obal War on Terrorism extensive basing demands and
unexpected requirenents for Joint integration nmade it clear
that additional senior |eadership in the region was needed.
As the Deputy Commander, | hel ped sustain in-theater
political and mlitary support for Operation | RAQ FREEDOM
by working on our relationships with mlitaries in the

regi on, seeking access to bases and ports, and securing
perm ssion for staging and overflight.

During the war, | assisted the Conmmander by focusing on
the integration of Joint (and inter-agency) capabilities
and the integration of our Joint efforts with those of our
allies.

The Commander focused ny duties in the Iraqgq theater
only. In his absence | nade decisions at the CENTCOM
Forward Headquarters and, at his direction, conducted
detail ed coordi nati on between Conponent and Coalition
Commander s.

The Deputy Commander’s pernmanent presence in Qatar
permtted constant coordination with Coalition Comranders.
Forward command presence in the theater facilitated
coordi nation wth European Command (EUCOM and resol ved
potentially disruptive issues with nations in the region.

During the past seven weeks, | have facilitated CITF-7
support of the Ofice of the Coalition Provisional
Aut hority and hel ped devel op future plans for joint,
conbi ned and Speci al Operations Forces. In addition, ny
presence in the area of operations provides a frequent
on-scene assessnment of conditions within the Arabian Gl f
t heater of operations.
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6. Do you support making this in-theater Deputy Commander
position permanent, and, if so, where would you reconmend
t he Deputy Commander be | ocat ed.

Answer: | strongly support permanently assigning a three
star Deputy Commander to a forward U S. Central Conmand
Headquarters in the theater. A three-star Deputy Commander
forward facilitates engagenent and devel opnent of personal
relationships that are critical to pursuing bilateral and
multilateral initiatives in a volatile region. Wth the
Commander torn between the demands of a huge and difficult
region and frequent interaction with Commanders, staffs and
national |eaders in the United States, it nakes sense to
have a senior | eader forward.

7. How did you share responsibility with the Deputy
Commander | ocated at MacDill Air Force Base?

Answer: As the Deputy Conmmander forward, | focused the
majority of ny attention on supporting CGeneral Franks in
t he pl anning and execution of Operation Iraqi Freedom
Lt Gen Del ong, positioned in Tanpa, remai ned aware of the
situation in lraq, but also focused effort on executing the
Commander’s intent throughout the rest of the Area of
Responsibility. He al so helped maintain a Coalition of nore
than 70 Coalition partners who sent Senior National
Representatives (SNR) to Central Command in Tanpa. This
command and control arrangenent allowed the Conmander to
mai ntai n a bal ance of focus between current operations,
| ong range pl anning and inter-agency policy devel opnent.

As nmentioned earlier, the scope of operations in the
t heater and the pace of operations allowed M ke DeLong and
| to provide 24-hour senior |evel oversight and
coordi nation throughout the canpaign. Mke's position in
Tanpa, in the sanme tinme zone as our |eaders in Washi ngton,
was extrenely val uabl e.

Qualifications

8. What background and experience do you have that you
believe qualifies you for this position?

Pl ease see bi ography.
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Maj or Chal | enges

9. In your view, what are the major chall enges confronting
t he next Commander, U. S. Central Comrmand?

Answer: We face obvious chall enges in Afghanistan, Irag and
in the dobal War on Terrorism W nust continue to apply
of fensi ve action against terrorist threats within our AOR
and at the sanme tinme provide security for major stability
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Long range success in this m ssion depends on generating
and effectively enploying a sustainable mx of U S and
Coalition mlitary and non-mlitary capabilities.

The threat we face is pervasive, asymetric, adaptive
and elusive. W nust neet the threats of our region on
their hone ground.

10. If confirmed, what plans do you have for addressing
t hese chal | enges?

Answer: My inmmediate focus will be on continuing to inprove
the security situation in Irag and Afghani stan while
assisting in setting the conditions for Iong term success
of the Coalition Provisional Authority and interim
governnments. Critical to these efforts are aggressive
prosecution of the threat, strong support from our
Coalition partners, creation and sustai nnent of indigenous
police and guard forces as well as accelerated fielding of
national armes. Qur success in these areas will drive how
qui ckly we can redepl oy our own forces. In addition, we

wi |l work exceptionally closely with | ocal governnents, our
Speci al Operations Forces and our intelligence agencies to
confront and destroy terrorist entities throughout the
region.

Mbst Serious Probl ens

11. \What do you consider to be the nost serious problens
in the performance of the functions of Commander, U. S.
Central Command?

Answer: Wth a region as broad, volatile and mlitarily
active as the CENTCOM AOR, the npbst serious problens are
span of control and unity of conmand. The issues are
further conplicated by the necessity to enbed CENTCOM s
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mlitary activities into the broader context of U S.
governnental policy and synchroni zed agency effort.

12. \What nmanagenent actions and tine |lines would you
establish to address these probl ens?

Answer: Wthin the next year, we should assess ways to
streamine and sinplify procedures associated with policy
and authority to support National efforts in both

Af ghanistan and Iraq. In addition, we wll begin a conplete
reassessnent of our strategies and operational concepts
enployed in the theater with regard to the War on
Terrorism

Operation Iragi Freedom

13. Fromyour perspective as an operational Commander, in
theater, and now as the prospective Conmander of
United States Central Conmand, what are the top
| essons learned with regard to planning Operation
| ragi Freedom including ongoing stability operations?

Answer: Qperation Iraqgi Freedom was the nost well -

i ntegrated conmbi ned and joint operation ever. It is a
benchmark for future action by U S. or Coalition forces.
Carefully integrated planning and conduct of M ssion
Rehearsals during the three to four nonth period prior to
t he operation enabl ed continuous refinenent of the plan
prior to commenci ng operations. These "rehearsal s" ensured
al | Conponents understood timng, synchronization,

i ntegration, maneuver, and enploynent of joint lethal fires
and ot her non-lethal effects planned for the operation.
Thus we nust sustain and inprove our robust planning and
rehearsal capabilities for major operations.

The Force Depl oynent Pl anni ng and Executi on process
requires nore flexibility. The current depl oynent
managenent systens are "Cold War vintage." They were not
adaptive enough to neet OF political and operational
pl anni ng, basing, access and over flight requirenents.
Automated tool s are needed to speed force sourcing,
pl anni ng and depl oynent executi on.

Reserve nobilization policies and systens nust al so
adapt to the nore fluid force depl oynent and enpl oynent
nodel we see in the future. The Reserve force managenent
policies and systens are inefficient and rigid. Many
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Reserve units provide the active force with critical conbat
support and service support, and there were instances where
t hese enablers arrived late as a result of our current
cunber sonme nobi | i zati on and depl oynent system

At the Strategic and Operational |evels, Battle Damage
Assessnent, interagency integration, and | SR nanagenent
nmust be i nproved.

Shapi ng I nteragency Involvenent, while a key factor in
our success, wll also require continued attention and
support. Mlitary power alone does not wwn wars and it
certainly does not win the peace.

14. How woul d you assess the adequacy of forces provided
to Central Command, both in ternms of quantity and m x,
to conduct Operation lIraqi Freedomup to the fall of
Baghdad?

Answer: | assess that our force quantity and m x was
adequate to conduct offensive operations. W enployed the
nost | ethal force ever to take the battlefield in |less than
half the time in took to posture for Operation Desert Storm
twel ve years ago. OF had the right joint and conbi ned
force mx that allowed the Commander to enploy their
conbi ne effects and neet objectives.

15. How woul d you assess the adequacy of forces provided
to Central Command, both in terns of quantity and m x,
to conduct the ongoing stability operations?

Answer: In general, the m x and quantity are correct for
ongoi ng operations. Qur analysis indicates force sizing is
sufficient unless new m ssions are added to current

requi renents. As we noved away from conbat operations to
stability operations, the force m x changed considerably in
favor of ground forces. As conditions change, the
conposition and size of our forces wll continue to change.
The factors that influence the force mx in lraq are future
eneny actions, the success we have in standing up the Iraq
Police Force and the New Iraqi Arny, as well as integrating
Coalition force contributions. That having been said | wll
fully reassess our current operational set and force

comm tnents for both Afghanistan and Iraq i medi ately upon
t aki ng Command.
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16. \What role do you foresee for forces from additi onal
Coalition nations in lraq in the future?

Answer: The role envisioned for Coalition forces focuses on
assum ng security, stability and reconstruction operations
in various sectors throughout Iraq. As these Coalition
forces arrive, we wll be able to redeploy U S. forces. It
has al ways been inportant that we build a diverse and
international force mx in lrag. W currently have
commtnents for UK and Polish I ed Miultinational Divisions
(Under UK command—K, Italian and Dutch Brigades; Under
Pol i sh command—Pol i sh, Ukrai ni an and Spani sh Brigades). W
are continuing discussions with India to secure a
commtnment to lead a third division. W also have been

wor king with Pakistan to provide major forces. Several
countries have agreed to provide forces based on their
capabilities to fill out these nultinational
headquarters/divisions. At this nonent, 18 Coalition
partners have deployed forces into the USCENTCOM ACR i n
support of mlitary operations in Irag. An additional 42
nations are conducting mlitary to mlitary discussions
with respect to deploying forces to Iraq in support of
post-conflict stability and security operations.

Transf ormati on

17. Do current transformation initiatives support
CENTCOM s future requirenents?

Answer: From recent and current conbat operations
experiences, | amconfident that DoDinitiatives wll
support CENTCOM s future requirenents. Wile we have the
best fighting forces in the world, we nust not be satisfied
with the status quo. G ow ng asynmetric threats have
dictated that we transformto a lighter, nore flexible,
nmore rapidly deployable force, while naintaining the
lethality and overmatch of our heavy forces. W nust
remain commtted and prepared to swiftly respond across the
full spectrumof mlitary operations, either unilaterally
or in concert with other nations. The CENTCOM staff is
linked to the various transformation efforts in DoD and
provi des conbat proven | essons into the process of
transfornmation.
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18. How will the Arny’s transformation i npact CENTCOM s
current operations?

Answer: As long as the Arny continues to build lighter,
nore agile forces and maintain the overmatch of our heavy
forces while focusing on their ability to bring precision
gui ded weapons to bear on the battlefield in a tinely
manner, | see nothing in the Arny’s transformation efforts
to give ne concern. Beyond force structure and operational
transformation, there are significant |ogistics aspects of
Arny transformation that wll address sustai nment issues.
Continuing efforts to establish a comon rel evant |ogistics
operating picture through asset visibility and in-transit
visibility systens are particularly inportant
transformational activities in a theater so far from hone.

19. If confirmed, how do you anticipate you would have to
adj ust CENTCOM s operational plans as a result of
overall DoD transformtion?

Answer: As DoD transforns, operational plans wll be
refined through life cycle reviews to take full advantage
of inproved capabilities, while focusing on
transformati onal capabilities rather than transfornational
goals. W expect that transfornmational capabilities wll
allow us to reduce force buildup tinmes, |everage precision
engagenent for greater effect, reduce anticipated |ogistics
over head, incorporate digital infrastructure to support

i nformati on dom nance, and protect the changing

vul nerabilities of the transforned force. W nust, however
guard agai nst buil di ng plans which incorporate unrealized
transformational theories and capabilities.

20. Wiat inpact will the Arny’s transformati on have on the
| arge prepositioned stocks CENTCOM mai ntains in its
Area of Responsibility?

Answer: The inportant aspect of this issue is whether the
Arny’s transformation will obviate the need for
prepositioning; the answer is, no. As transformation
continues, it is inportant that we maintain prepositioned
equi pnrent and stocks that reflect those changes. The right
m x and correct positioning of equipnent, nunitions and
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sust ai nnent stocks will continue to be an essenti al
conponent in the Central Conmmand Area of Responsibility.

Af ghani st an

21. Wat is your assessnent of the current situation in
Af ghani st an?

Answer: Significant progress has been made in the [ast 18
mont hs. Thanks to the efforts of Coalition forces, Taliban
forces no | onger control the governnment or provinces and
Al Qai da has been denied freedom of operations within the
country. The Islam c Transitional CGovernnent of

Af ghani stan (I TGA) is established in Kabul, provinces
out si de Kabul are beginning to rebuild efforts, and

el ections are schedul ed for the sunmer of 2004. There
remai ns nuch to be done. Wth continued enphasis on
stability operations, reconstruction and with the support
of the international community, | am confident our | ong-
termgoals will be achieved.

22. What is the status of efforts to develop and field an
effective Afghan Arny and national police force?

Answer: The German-led national police force training
programis making strides in developing a high-quality
police force. This police force is the key to |long-term
security and stability within the country. However, wth
only 1,500 in training of the 50,000 required, the current
pace of training will not achieve the results required to
provide security to all provinces in the near term
Greater USG and international support is required to

achi eve our goals.

The U. S.-1ed Afghan National Arnmy (ANA) programis on
track and will field a full-strength Central Corps by
January 2004. Light infantry battalions are constantly
training and providing mlitary presence in provinces
out side Kabul. The first ANA battalion will join Coalition
forces in conducting operations within the next 30 days.
The ANA has inspired confidence in the central governnent.

10
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23. In your view, what additional MIlitary or other
assistance is required to ensure the transition of
Af ghani stan to a stable, denocratic, and econom cally
vi abl e nation?

Answer: Forenost, inprove |ocal security for both the
Af ghan peopl e and international aid organizations by

i ncreasing the scope and speed of national police fielding.

In addition, enpower a civilian-led authority to oversee
all non-mlitary functions and reconstruction efforts;
conplete fielding of the eight planned Provisional
Reconstruction Teans with U S. assets and; press

nei ghboring nations to end support for regional warl ords.

NATO Peacekeepers

24. \Wat additional opportunities, if any, do you foresee
for NATO forces to conduct out of area operations in
t he CENTCOM area of responsibility?

Answer: | look forward to introducing a NATO presence in
t he CENTCOM AOR.  NATO i nvol venent brings professionalism
and experience in a wide range of capabilities and the
ability to integrate seamessly with U S. forces. Their
presence and operations will enhance CENTCOM s ability to
fight the G obal War on Terrorismthroughout the region.
As NATO forces are introduced, it is inperative that
command and control relationships are established that

ensure unity of effort under CENTCOM s operational control.

| ndi a- Paki st an

25. What is your assessnment of the current situation with
regard to Pakistani-Indian relations?

Answer: The recent attenpt at rapprochenent between India
and Paki stan i s encouragi ng, but both countries clearly
have a long way to go to put aside their deeply entrenched
m strusts and suspicions. There remain contentious and
enotionally charged issues to be addressed and resol ved,

wi th Kashmr being the forenost issue. Cearly Indian-
Paki stani conflict can lead to a nuclear war. CENTCOM s
continued rel ationship with Pakistan provides a venue for

11
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di al og and confidence building that can do much to | essen
t ensi ons.

Operation Iragi Freedom Lessons Lear ned

26. Fromyour perspective, what are the top | essons
| earned fromrecent and continuing mlitary operations
in lraqg?

Answer: As | nentioned earlier, operations in Iraq
denonstrated a maturing of joint and conbined force
operations. Sone capabilities reached new levels. Froma
Joint Integration perspective, our previous operations in
our AOR (OSWONW CEF) hel ped to develop a joint culture in
our headquarters staffs and in our conponents. These
operations also helped to inprove joint interoperability
and i nprove our joint C4l networks. Integrated battlefield
synergy achi eved new | evel s of sophistication. Qur forces
were able to achieve their operational objectives by
integrating multiple and rapid operations incorporating
ground maneuver, special operations, precision lethal fires
and application of other non-lethal effects. W saw a real
integration of forces to achieve effects as opposed to the
de-confliction approach used in earlier conflicts.

Qur overall Information Operations canpai gn supported
both the operational and tactical objectives of the
Commander. However, we found it difficult at tinmes to
assess and neasure its effects during the operation.

Better resolution of the 10 effectiveness is now energi ng
during Phase |V operations. Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnai ssance hel ped deci si on-makers plan and execute
strikes and maneuver effectively. However, our ability to
strike rapidly sonetines exceeded our ability to sense and
assess the effects as quickly as we woul d have |iked.

Sone capabilities require additional work. Fratricide
Prevention suffered froma |ack of standardized conbat
identification systens. Units in theater arrived with
seven different conbat ID systens. Manual procedures and
wor kar ounds were rigorously applied by our Conmander’s to
overcone these shortcom ngs.

As nentioned earlier, deploynent planning and
execution need sonme work to neet energing needs;
depl oynent managenent systens nust neet political and
oper ati onal planning, basing, access and over-flight
requirenents in future contingenci es.

12
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Coalition information sharing nust al so be inproved at
all levels. Qur Coalition partners need our full support
during conmbat operations and we need to develop agile

systens of information sharing that do not conprom se
sensitive U S. -only information.

Finally, a significant command and control challenge
was the task in determning future bandw dth requirenments
for the AOR infrastructure and new warfighting systens. The
demand for ISR and battlefield information continues to
grow. Additionally, comrand and control “on the nove” was
hanpered by the finite nunber of UHF Tactical Satellite
channel s avail able. The demand for UHF TACSAT exceeded the
finite capacity and forced continuous prioritization of
t hose avail abl e channel s as the operations unfol ded.

Forner Sovi et Union States

27. Wat is your assessnent of current U S Mlitary
rel ati onships with these nations, including
Uzbeki stan, Taji ki stan and Kyrgystan?

Answer: Qur relationship wwth the Central Asian States
(CAS) is good and i nproving. They have actively supported
our efforts in Afghanistan with over flight and basing
access for Coalition forces. W continue to expand our
security cooperation prograns by increasing and focusing
our bilateral mlitary contacts and security assistance
progranms to build interoperability and host nation
capabilities to assist in the fight against terrorism

28. Wiat security challenges do you see in this portion of
t he CENTCOM area of responsibility?

Answer: Terrorism narcotics trafficking, and the
proliferation of WVD and their conponents remain the
primary regional security concerns in Central Asia. These
chal | enges are magni fi ed by weak econom es and porous
borders that make this area a potential breeding ground for
di scontent and radicalism Through our security
cooperation prograns, we are assisting the countries with

i nprovenent of their security and border controls. W
remai n cogni zant of the need to inplenent strong force
protection neasures in a region where the | ack of devel oped
infrastructure could inpact the security of our Coalition

f orces.

13
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I ran

29. Wiat is the viewof US allies inthe region with
regard to the threat posed by Iran?

Answer: I ran casts a shadow on security and stability in the
@Qulf Region. Iran’s mlitary is second only to the United
States. U. S. allies in the Gulf Region acknow edge Iran’s
i ncreasingly proactive efforts to soften its image and to
appear |ess hegenonic; however, Iran’s mlitary poses a
potential threat to neighboring countries. U S. forward
presence wi Il continue as a bal ance agai nst any possible
use of force by Iran. By continuing our forward presence
in the AOR, we serve to influence Iran agai nst any possible
use of mlitary force while providing assurances of |ong-
termcommtnent to our friends and allies.

30. What is your assessnent of the prospects for political
reformin lIran?

Answer: This question is probably best addressed by the
experts in the Departnent of State and the Intelligence
Community. In my opinion, there is chance for politica
reformto occur in lran. It will not happen w thout sone
internal instability in Iran which could also create
regional tensions. In such an environment, a credible
Central Command deterrent capability is vital for regional
security.

M ssile and WWD Threats

31. How do you evaluate Iran’s current capability to use
ballistic mssiles and WWMD against U. S. forces, and
what is your projection of Iran's future capabilities?

Answer: Iran has the largest ballistic mssile inventory in
the Central Conmand region to include | ong-range WD
delivery systens capabl e of reaching deployed U S. forces
in theater. Systens include SCUD short range ballistic

m ssiles (SRBM and SHAHAB-3 Medi um Range Bal listic

M ssiles (MRBM .

I ran’ s i ndi genous nucl ear program continues. Iran has
not declared all of its nuclear facilities and activities
inatinmely manner as required by the AEA. Iran’s |ong
termability to devel op nucl ear weapons remains a source of

14
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serious concern.

I ran signed the chem cal weapons convention treaty
banni ng chem cal weapons but, Iran is assessed to have the
| argest chem cal weapons (CW programin the region. Tehran
al so has a biol ogi cal weapons (BW program the size and
scope of which remains uncl ear.

In the future, Iran wll continue to devel op nore
advanced/ | onger range ballistic mssiles and nore advanced
CBWagents. Iran will continue to be a proliferation

concern in our region.

32. How do you evaluate Iran's cruise mssile
capabilities, and Iran's ability to threaten U S
naval forces and commercial shipping in the Persian
@ulf, the Straits of Hormuz, and the Arabian Sea?

Answer : Over the past five years, Iran has substantially
inproved its anti-ship cruise mssile (ASCM capabilities
t hrough the acquisition of additional mssiles, the
i ndi genous production of nobile |aunchers and the purchase
of new ASCMs from China and North Korea. However, realistic
training has been very l[imted; we assess only a limted
capability to effectively enploy these weapons.
Nevert hel ess, the use of ASCMs and ot her weapons within
Iran’s coastal defense forces support a |l ayered force
strategy which poses a viable threat to western naval
forces and shipping. Iran’s strategy seeks to
si mul t aneously enpl oy air/|and/shi p-based ASCVMs, submari nes
(3 x) and naval mnes in concert with hundreds of lightly
armed small boats in order to overwhel mthe eneny and
control the Strait of Hornuz (SOH). Iran’s focus remains in
the littoral; its ability to project power into the Arabian
Sea is marginal. Use of externally based terrorist elenents
and surrogates is planned to conplinent naritine
capabilities.

15
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33. If confirnmed, how woul d you protect the troops under
your command fromthese threats?

Answer: | woul d use all avail able PATRIOT and AEG S assets
to counter any ballistic mssile and/or cruise mssile
threat to U.S. and Coalition assets in-theater as
appropriate. The command would work with Services to
continue to develop ballistic mssile defense capabilities.
Certainly, mlitary planning will fully consider tactics,
timngs, techniques and procedures to deal with the threat
in the event of an escalating crisis.

Force Protection

34. If confirnmed, what would your top priorities be in
terms of force protection?

Answer: USCENTCOM wi | | mai ntain an offensive orientation
and carry the war on terrorismto the eneny. The Conmand
will continue to devel op and inplenment dynam c Anti -
Terrorisnl Force Protection/Critical Infrastructure prograns
to assess and mtigate threats to DoD personnel and assets.
These prograns include:

Monitoring of terrorist threat intelligence with
effective analysis and di ssem nation and to remain vigilant
to address new terrorist tactics intended to exploit our
weaknesses.

Devel opi ng prograns that help elimnate sanctuary for
terrorists and enabl e host nations to detect, deter and
elimnate terrorist el enents.

Pur sui ng host nation support for force protection
measures to include neasures to counter MANPAD threats (off
base patrolling) and to continue the devel opnment of force
protection infrastructure at U. S.- occupi ed bases.

Conducting vulnerability assessnents of DoD facilities
and infrastructure regularly to assess and mtigate threats
to personnel and assets.

| ntegrating appropriate enmerging technol ogi es such as;
scanni ng and i magi ng systens for vehicles and peopl e;
expl osive and netal detectors; mlitary working dogs; and
ot her nerging technol ogi es on the verge of release to
field.

| anticipate an ongoing critical need for substanti al
augnentation by active duty and reserve personnel to
support Anti-Terrorism Force Protection efforts. That
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havi ng been said, we will never be able to achieve 100%
force protection in this volatile region

35. What additional steps, if any, need to be taken to
ensure that personnel being assigned to the CENTCOM
Area of Responsibility are fully prepared for
potential threats?

Answer : USCENTCOM nust work closely with the Services to
i ncorporate |lessons |learned fromthe field into rel evant
training, tactics, techniques and procedures, as well as
t he devel opment of new technol ogi cal capabilities.

Horn of Africa

36. What is the strategic inportance of this region to the
United States?

Answer: The Horn of Africa (HOA) sits astride one of the
nost critical sea |lines of communications in the world. It
is inperative that we maintain freedomof navigation to
ensure strategic maritine access to the entire CENTCOM ACOR
and freedom of novenent of ocean-borne commerce, including
oil. The ports in Dibouti and Kenya al so afford strategic
entry points to the rest of Africa for humanitarian relief
and contingency operations. Ungoverned areas in the HOA
are used as safe havens for terrorist organi zations that
could potentially threaten our national interests. W nust
remai n engaged in the HOA to deny the ability of these
organi zations to operate freely.

37. Since EUCOM has geographical responsibility for nost
of Africa, what is the advantage of assigning the Horn
of Africa to CENTCOW?

Answer: The majority of the population in the HOA is nore
aligned along religious and ethnic lines with nations in
CENTCOM than with the remai nder of the African continent.
Ungoverned areas within this region remain safe havens for
terrorist and radical Islamc organizations that threaten
our national interests. These organizations are connected
to other elenments that mainly operate in the central

region. Leaving the HOA in CENTCOM s ACR provides the
strategi c and operational advantage of seamn ess integration
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and the creation of optimal conditions for conducting
oper ati ons.

Paki st an

38. What is the current status of U. S.-Pakistan Mlitary
cooperation?

Answer: The U. S.-Pakistan mlitary relationship is good,
and continues to inprove. Pakistan remains a strong ally
in Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). The Pakistan mlitary
continues to inprove its capability and effectiveness to
deal with international terrorist organizations. They have
actively pursued and captured terrorists within their
country. We wll continue to foster the relationship to
denonstrate our commtnent to long-termregional stability
and inproved U. S. relations.

Sci ence Advi sors for Conbatant Comrander’s

39. If confirned, how woul d your command make use of the
techni cal expertise available in the Services and
their laboratories in order to provide scientific and
techni cal advice to the warfighters?

Answer: | would not only |l everage the Service | aboratories,
but also the | aboratories in other public and private
sectors. CENTCOM has established a Science Advi sor
position, whose principle responsibility is Iiaison with
sci ence and technol ogy centers of excellence and supporting
agencies that receive direct input fromall public and
private | aboratories such as Def ense Advanced Research

Proj ect Agency (DARPA), Arny’'s Field Assistance in Science
and Technol ogy (FAST), Counter-Terrorism Technol ogy Task

Force (CTTTF) and the Service | aboratories. | see the
Sci ence Advisor as the entry point for technol ogy input
into the process of transformation. The critical |inkage

between the | aboratories and the battlefield is increasing
as we attenpt to devel op the Future Force.
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Bandw dth on the Battlefield

40. What challenges do you anticipate in fully utilizing
these inportant assets with the |imted bandw dth
currently available to the warfighter?

Answer: Bandw dth is a critical warfighting resource and
its availability was, itself, one of our greatest
chal l enges — both inter and intra theater. Only through
significant investnments in commercial terrestrial and space
segnents | eases were we able to secure the communi cations
pi pes necessary to prosecute the war. Qur nost significant
chall enge is determ ning future bandwi dth requirenents for
the AOR infrastructure and new warfighting systens —
because we know those requirenents wll grow Sustained
fundi ng support for these commercial bandw dth resources is
i nperative. Operationally, our challenge will continue to
be the smart, bal anced enpl oynent of commercial and
mlitary conmuni cati ons assets to ensure redundant and
reliable network support to the warfighter. To increase our
capability command and control on the nove, it is

i nperative that we secure additional UHF (TACSAT) bandw dth
or alternate neans. Al Services have the obligation to
aggressively pursue new technol ogi es and system desi gns
that take into account this limted critical resource.

41. What is your assessnent of the bandw dth avail abl e
during Operation Iraqi Freedonf?

Answer: We had sufficient bandwi dth for CA4lI SR requirenents
to prosecute the war. W achieved this sufficiency through
intelligent investnents in conmercial conmunications as
well as the smart, bal anced enpl oynent of commercial and
mlitary communi cations assets |ike discussed in the

par agraph above. W had marginally sufficient bandw dth
for command and control on the nove, specifically UHF
TACSAT. The enornous demand for UHF channel s exceeded the
very limted availability of UHF bandw dt h. How ever we
measure sufficiency today, it is inperative that we do not
underestimate the chall enges in securing bandwi dth to neet
the future requirenents as described above.
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Congr essi onal Oversi ght

42.

43.

44.

45.

Do you agree, if confirmed for this high position, to
appear before this Commttee and ot her appropriate
comm ttees of the Congress?

Yes.

Do you agree, when asked, to give your personal views,
even if those views differ fromthe Admnistration in
power ?

Yes.

Do you agree, if confirmed, to appear before this
Comm ttee, or designated nenbers of this Conmttee,
and provide information, subject to appropriate and
necessary security protection, with respect to your
responsibilities as the Commander, U S. Central
Command?

Yes.

Do you agree to ensure that testinony, briefings and
ot her comruni cations of information are provided to
this Commttee and its staff and other appropriate
Comm ttees?

Yes.
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